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Syllabus      Fall 2004 
                                           FIRST YEAR CHINESE 
 
Time:  M W F: 1:00-1:50pm    Place: MW F – 410 Rhodes. Tower  
 Tu: 12:30-1:35pm     Tu – 110 Kennedy 
 
Course Instructor: Dr. Ming Dong Gu 
Dept. of Modern Languages and Literatures 
Office: 523 Rhodes Tower    Office Hours: M W F 10: 30-11: 30  
Office Phone: 843-3952      or by appointment  
 
Course Objectives 
 This course introduces students with no previous knowledge of Chinese to the 
language--called "Mandarin" by English speakers, putonghua in the People's Republic, and 
Kuo-yu in Taiwan. Equal emphasis will be given to acquiring the rudiments of both spoken and 
written Chinese. Although oral-aural work naturally makes up the bulk of our work in the 
classroom, the instructors will always be available during their office hours to help students 
with their written homework or their writing of characters. Students who finished the year 
course will have mastered approximately 700 characters and a vocabulary of a little more than 
1,000 words. They should be able to hold simple conversation on daily-life topics, and to travel 
with relative independence in Chinese-speaking countries. We hope also to acquaint students 
with some basic aspects of Chinese culture and society as a necessary part of their education in 
this world language. 
 
Course Materials 
 We are going to use Part 1, Level I of Integrated Chinese published by Chen & Tsui 
Company. Integrated Chinese is a very popular set of instructional materials for learning 
Mandarin Chinese. Field-tested since 1994, it has been very well received and widely adopted 
by American colleges and universities. As the title indicates, it seeks to train students in all four 
language skills: reading, listening, speaking and writing. It employs a variety of pedagogical 
methods: direct method, interactive conversation, grammar translation, audio-lingual, tonal 
physical response, etc. to achieve desired results.  
 
 The set comprises 1) a Textbook, 2) a Student Workbook, and 3) a Character 
Workbook, all required for the course. In addition, audiotapes to accompany the lessons in 
Integrated Chinese are on reserve at the Language Center. Duplicates of these tapes can be 
made on request. As you will be asked to master the contents of the tapes, you are required to 
get copies made so that you can work on them at home (each tape contains several lessons). 
There is also a workbook tape. You must have a copy of it so as to do the listening 
comprehension part of homework. 
 
Grading 
 Emphasis will be on making progress by small increments rather than by an occasional 
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massive dose. A student who works steadily through the term is bound to do better than one 
given to the convulsive heroics of last-minute cramming. Classroom participation is usually a 
reliable index of a student's general attitude and level of preparedness, and as such will be a 
significant factor in grading. 
 
Breakdown of grading: 
  attendance and participation = 15% 
      homework = 20% 
            quizzes = 40% 
               final  = 15% 
         oral quiz =  10% 
               Total: 100% 
 
Note: Late submission of assignments and absence from class will adversely affect your grade 
unless you have an acceptable reason-- family emergency or religious observance, for instance. 
If you miss a class or an exam for such an acceptable reason, a make-up will be arranged for 
you. But inexcusable absence from a class or an exam will considerably lower your grade. 
 Three absences without documented reasons will lower the final grade. 
 
Course Organization 
 Approximately, we will spend one week and a half on each lesson. For each lesson we 
will study the new vocabulary items, the grammar notes and sentence patterns, and we will 
learn to use them in different life-like situations. In addition to the various kinds of in-class 
exercises, which include listening comprehension exercises and vocabulary mini-quizzes, you 
will have home assignments for each lesson, most of which will be from your Student's 
Workbook. We will spend some time in class going over the errors in your assignments, since 
one of the most effective ways in language learning is learning from mistakes. After we finish 
each of the lessons we will have a comprehensive quiz. And there will be a final examination at 
the end of the semester.  

We will cover 8 lessons (including introduction) of  Integrated Chinese, Part 1. The 
semester will be divided into two periods, each covering four lessons. At the end of the firs 
period, there will be a mid-term oral quiz. At the end of the semester, there will be a final 
examination and an oral test.  
 
Detailed Schedule:  
8/25 Wed   Introduction: Chinese Pronunciation A and B 
8/27 Fri Pronunciation C and D 
8/30 Mon  Continue C and D 
8/31 Tu Continue A, B, C, and D 
9/1 Wed Chinese Writing System and Basic Chinese Radical  
  Phonetics Homework Due 
9/3  Fri   Quiz for Introduction  
  Start L. 1: New Characters and reading the text 
9/7 Tu  Dialogue 1 
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9/8 Wed  Dialogue 2 Character Homework Due
9/10 Fri    Grammar and Pattern Drill 
9/14 Tu  Drill and Mini-dialogue Homework Due
9/15 Wed  Quiz for L. 1   Start L. 2: New Characters and reading the text 
9/17 Fri Dialogue 1 
9/20 Mon   Dialogue 2 Character Homework Due  
9/21 Tu   Grammar  
9/22 Wed Pattern Drill and Mini-dialogue 
9/24 F   Drill and Homework Due
9/27 Mon  Quiz for L.2   Start L. 3: New Characters and reading the text 
9/28 Tu Dialogue 1 
9/29 Wed    Dialogue 2 Character Homework Due
10/1 Fri Grammar 
10/4 Mon Pattern Drill and Mini-dialogue Homework Due
10/5 Tu  Quiz for L. 3   Start L. 4: New Characters and reading the text 
10/6 Wed Dialogue 1 
10/8 Fri    Dialogue 2 Character Homework Due  
10/11 Mon Grammar 
10/12 Wed Pattern Drill  
10/13 Fri Drill and Mini-dialogue Homework Due
10/15 Fri  Quiz for L.4  and Midterm Oral Quiz  
 Fall Break  
10/20 Wed Start L. 5: New Characters and reading the text 
10/22 Fri Dialogue 1 and Chinese Song 
10/25 Mon     Dialogue 2 Character Homework Due
10/26 Tu  Grammar 
10/27 Wed  Pattern Drill 
10/29 Fri   Drill and Mini-dialogue Homework Due
11/1 Mon  Quiz for L. 5 and Start L.6- New Characters 
11/2 Tu  Dialogue 1 and Chinese Song 
11/3 Wed Dialogue 2    Character Homework Due  
11/5 Fri  Grammar  
11/8  Mon  Pattern Drills 
11/9 Tu Drill and Mini-dialogue  Homework Due
11/10 Wed Quiz for L. 6   Start L. 7: New  
11/12 Fri Characters and reading the text 
11/15 Mon    Dialogue 1 
11/16 Tu  Dialogue 2 and Chinese Song     Character Homework Due
11/17 Wed Grammar and Chinese Song 
11/19 Fri Pattern Drill 
11/22 Mon Drill and Mini-dialogue Homework Due
11/23 Tu Quiz for L.7  Start L. 8: New characters and Reading the text 
11/24-28 Thanksgiving Holiday 
11/29  Mon Chinese Song 
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11/30 Tu Dialogue 1 and Chinese Song   
12/1 Wed Dialogue 2 Character Homework Due
12/3 Fri Grammar Character Homework Due
12/6 Mon Pattern Drill 
12/7 Tu Drill and Mini-dialogue Homework Due
12/8  Wed Review for the Final Exam 
 
12/14 Tu Final Exams:  
 Written Exam: 9:00-10:10am 
 Oral Exam: 10:20-11:30am 
 
Some Suggestions on Learning Strategies 
 
 1. Attend class regularly. This is the most important part of learning the language. 
The importance of class participation can never be overemphasized.  
 2. Do your homework regularly. The importance of this activity is second only to 
class attendence.  
 3. Pre-study. Study the schedule carefully so that you know exactly what to prepare for 
each session. 
 4. During the lecture session, listen carefully to the instructor and be ready to respond 
and initiate questions. Think of the lecture as a "group dialogue" rather than a teacher-
dominated monologue.  
 5. Never be afraid of making mistakes. Paradoxically, the biggest mistake in language 
learning is not to make mistakes, for learning a language is precisely a process of learning from 
mistakes. You HAVE to make mistakes if you want to learn. The only thing that you should be 
watchful against is the REPETITION of the mistakes that you have made before. 
 6. Make good use of the instructor's office hour. Even if you don't have any specific 
questions to ask, it is good to practice speaking Chinese. 
 7. Keep in close touch with your classmates. It is a good practice to call one of your 
classmates each day, and try to speak to him/her in Chinese as much as you can. Be ready to 
help and to ask for help. 
 
 Remember: if you have difficulties of any kind, please do not hesitate to ask the 
instructor for help. 
 
 Have Good Fun in Learning A New Language! 
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A Brief Survey:     
 
To help the instructor teach the class more effectively, please complete this survey: 
 
 
Your English name (please print): _________________ 
 
 
Your Chinese name (if any): __________________ 
 
 
If you don't have a Chinese name, do you want to have one?  
 
Yes_____ No_____ 
 
Where are you from? 
 
 
Your major or possible major at Rhodes College: 
 
 
Rhodes College currently has a Minor in Chinese Studies. Are you interested in having a minor 
in Chinese? 
 
 
Your contact information for the current semester: 
 
Address _________________________________ 
 
Phone ___________________________________ 
 
Your motivation to take this course (Tick one or all): 
 
a) To fulfil language requirement 

b) To learn a new language 

c) To learn about Chinese culture through language learning 

Your history of learning Chinese if you have any: 
 
 
 
Your expections from taking this course: 
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