
English 340: Restoration Drama

CRN 18442
Professor J. Brady
Palmer 306 (office)
843-3906 (office phone)

Fall, 2007
12:30 -1:45 in
Palmer 206

This course explores English literature after the restoration of Charles II to the
throne in 1660. Topics include: the reopening of the theaters; the introduction of
the actress to the stage in lieu of the boy actors who had played women's roles in the
Renaissance; the flourishing of drama, especially satiric comedy, after the
interregnum. Our focus will be on plays by important dramatists, including
Wycherley, Etherege, Behn, Dryden, Otway, Cibber, Vanbrugh, and Congreve, and
on the unique conditions of the theater they wrote for between 1660 and 1700. We
will examine royal sponsorship of the theater of this period and the atmosphere of
Charles II's court, as depicted in Halifax's brilliant portrait of the monarch and in
satires by the king's godson, the dissolute courtier, the EarI of Rochester.

Texts:

David Womersley, ed. Restoration Drama: An Anthology (Blackwell)
John Dryden, Marriage A la Mode, ed. David Crane (New Mermaids)

Offrce Hours:

Tuesday and Thursd.ay: 2:00-3:00, or by appointment from Mond.ay through
Thursday.

Attendance Policy:

This class will be run as a combination of lecture, seminar, and discussion.
Late arrivals to class will be counted as absences and any student who misses or
comes late to class more than four times in the semester will receive a zero in the
20o/o of the grade reflecting class participation and attendance and may be asked to
withdraw from the course.

Method of Evaluation:

60% You are required to write essays of 6 pages each on the central units of this
course (i.e., Comedies of the 1670s; Dryden or Otway; Comedies of the 1690s).
See schedule below for the due dates on these papers.
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20% Participation in the class, attendance, preparation for class, and willingness
to engage with the primary material and the scholarship in the field. You are
required to read the assigned criticism or supplementary primary texts in
conjunction with each week's principal reading.

20o/o An essay of six pages on an aspect of theatrical performance or staging that
interests you or on an actor or actress of the period, with illustrations from
several of the plays we have studied. This essay must be submitted by the
Thanksgiving recess.

Schedule:

Restoration Comedies of the 1670s

August 28, 30, Sept. 4 The Country Wife (1675)

*Read Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick,"The Country Wife:
Anatomies of Male Homosocial Desire" tn Between
Menby August 3Qth.

September 6, 11, 13

September 18, 20

The Man of Mode (1676)

The Rouer (7677)

*Friday, September 21 First essay due

Court and Theater Milieu

September 25 "A Character of King Charles II," by Edward. Hyde,
Earl of Clarendon (handout) and Rochester's satires
(handout)

* Read. Paul Hammond, "The King's Two Bodies:
Representations of Charles II" (Reserve)

September 27 The Restoration Actress

* Read one of the following reserve readings:
Elizabeth Howe, The first English actresses;
Katharine Eisaman Maus."'Plavhouse Flesh and



October 2,  4,9

October 11, 18

Oct .  23.25.  30

*Thursday, November 1 Second essay due

Comedies of the 1690s

November 6, 8 . Loue's Last Shift (1696)

November 20

Nov. 27, 29,Dec.4

November 13, 15 The Relapse (1696)

*Monday, November 19 Thir$ essay due, on theatrical performance or
staglng
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Blood': Sexual Ideolory and the Restoration
Actress"; Deborah Payne, "Reified Object or
Emergent Professional?: Retheorizing the
Restoration Actress," rn Cultural readings of
Re stor ation and eighteenth - century Engli sh theater,
ed. Canfield and Pavne.

Dryden and Otway

Marriage A la Mode (1673)

AII for Loue (L677)

*Read R J. Kaufmann, "On the Poetics of Terminal
Tragedy: AII for Loue," on reserve

Venice Preserued (1682)

"To My Dear Friend Mr. Congreve, on his Comedy
called The Double Dealer," by Dryden (handout)

The Way of the World

*Read on Congreve's plays, Robert Markley, Two
Edg'd Weapons: Style and ldeology in the Comedies
of Wycherley, Etherege, and Congreue, on reserve

*Wednesday, December 5 Final essay due



Department of English
Expectations and Policies

A college course is mote than simply a set of assignments; it is an intellectual process, one
which requires active engagement ftom begrnning to end in order to achieve its intended
results. Sfith this in mind, the Deparffnent of English has formulated a number of
expectations and the policies that suppoft them. If you have questions about how these
policies relate to the syllabus for a particular course, you should address them to the
instructor.

Attendance: The success of a course depends to a significant extent upon the presence of
students alert and ptepared to addtess the subject under discussion. Unavoidable absences
should be discussed with the instructor, ideally before they occur. Excessive absences will
result in a lowering of grade, in some cases to an F.

Deadlines: \Triting assignments, test, etc., are carefully scheduled as stages toward the
fulfillment of the course's goals and cannot be indefinitely deferred without frustrating those
goals. Brief extensions for good reasons may be permissible with the instructor's prior
approval; otherwise, late assignments will be penalized and. may result in their not being
accepted for credit.

Submission of all work All major assignments are integral to the goals of the course.
Failure to complete any major. assignment $/ill result in a grade of F for the course.

Intellectual honesty: Ni work is assumed to be the student's own and produced
exclusively for the course in which it is submitted. Papers written for one course, even if
revised, ^re not to be submitted in another without the instructor's prior approval.
Borrowing of ideas or language ftom other sources (including pubJished mate&il, other
student papers, the internet or other electronic resources, etc.) must be catefully
documented. Students are advised against posting their work on the internet since doing so
may lead to suspicion of plagiarism. Students are advised to maintain drafts of their *orl to
vedSr its originality. Cases of suspected plagiarism will be referred to the Honor Council, and
the student if convicted will receive a grade of F in the course in addition to sanctions
assigned by the Council. Carelessness in documenting sources, evefl if not technically
plagiarism, wiii be penalized as the instructor deems appropriate. If you are uncertain about
how or whether to document sources, consult your teacher.
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