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This issue of Rhodes is all about the college’s 
substantial presence in Memphis, the 20th 
largest city in the United States—in terms of 

population. The 2010 census puts Memphis ahead of 
Baltimore (21), Boston (22), Seattle (23), Washington, 
DC (24), Denver (26), Atlanta (40) and Miami (44). 
Note: The count extends to the city limits, not the 
metropolitan areas. Still, being a nationally-ranked, 
small liberal arts college in the 20th largest city in the 
country has untold advantages.

Because Memphis is a center for major corporations, 
health care facilities, fi nance, transportation, education, 
professional sports, the arts and entertainment, not 
to mention the location of a world-class zoo—with 
pandas—75% of our 1,800 undergraduates complete 
internships or fellowships all over town, learning 
from, and contributing to, their jobs as they go. Some 
students are paid, others receive academic credit for 
their efforts.

Reaching out to other parts of the community, more 

than 80% of our students perform an amazing amount 
of volunteer service, which for the second year in a row 
has earned Rhodes Newsweek’s No. 1 ranking as the 

“Most Service-Oriented” college in the country.

Such is the college’s growing involvement in the city 
that within the year, Rhodes will gather seven student-
faculty research programs that deal with the culture of 
the area under the umbrella called the Memphis Center. 
The center will be centrally located on campus and 
open to students, faculty and scholars everywhere to 
collaborate on new and existing projects.

So it seems that wherever you turn, Rhodes pretty much 
has Memphis covered, and vice versa.

In fact, we like to say we’re located in the very heart of 
Memphis. And vice versa.

Martha Hunter Shepard ’66
Editor, Rhodes

RHODES IN THE
   HEART of MEMPHIS
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“Although most of Rhodes’ students come from 
outside Tennessee, they participate in all walks 

of Memphis life—from the city’s public schools to its 
civic organizations and St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital. More than 80 percent of the students serve 
the community through the college’s inspiring Kinney 
Program. Memphis is fortunate to have Rhodes—and 
Rhodes is fortunate to call Memphis ‘home.’”

—Senator Lamar Alexander
Tennessee

“The city of Memphis is known for the generosity 
of our citizens. Memphians take pride in our 

city and share a strong sense of community. This is 
what my vision of ‘One Memphis’ has always been 
about—people working together, growing together 
to make our whole city stronger, safer and better for 
all. Rhodes College has been a fantastic partner in 
this work through its numerous contributions of time 
and energy to so many worthwhile local charities and 
civic causes. The administration, faculty and students 
of Rhodes share my conviction that we will make our 
great city even greater as more and more people invest 
in themselves and in each other. I am so grateful for all 
that they do in our community.”

—A C Wharton, Jr., Mayor 
Th e City of Memphis

“Having Rhodes students at St. Jude adds to the 
energy and intellect of our campus, and has 

become an important part of the discovery engine that 
helps accelerate our progress. For many of these students, 
their time at St. Jude exposes them to a career path that 
they may not have otherwise discovered. When that 
happens, it means their impact on science and medicine 
is just beginning, and it is really exciting for our faculty 
to be part of those moments as well!”

—Dr. William Evans, Director and CEO 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

“The Memphis Zoo benefi ts from the talents, 
enthusiasm and intellect of the Rhodes 

College students  who perform studies on our living 
collection and participate in our education programs 
and our conservation and research efforts. Hopefully, 
the zoo experience infl uences career choices and 
conservation philosophies.”

—Dr. Chuck Brady 
President and CEO, Th e Memphis Zoo
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When Rhodes College, founded in 1848, moved 
from Clarksville, TN, to Memphis in 1925 
under the leadership of President Charles 

E. Diehl, it was, Diehl said at the time, “the chance of 
a lifetime” to recreate an institution of excellence in a 
central location that provided easy access to students 
from all over the region along with greater opportunities 
for them to learn both inside and outside the classroom.

Today, as in 1925, people driving by the college are 

impressed with the idyllic scene of beautiful 
Gothic architecture and grand oak trees shading 
students walking to and from classes. But that’s 
just part of the picture. There are “classrooms” all 
over town.

But how does the college work within the community? 
How do the philosophy and theory from textbooks, 
lectures and the Internet seep from the campus into the 
surrounding neighborhoods, the arms of the city, the 

Downtown Memphis

The Memphis Center
   By Richard J. Alley
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TOM MITCHELL

region of the Delta? Consider that almost three-quarters 
of the Rhodes student body come from places other than 

Tennessee and the question becomes, “How do we encourage 
our students to become part of the Memphis community at 

large and engage with our culture, people and causes?”

There are a number of ways students garner knowledge 
from real-world experiences and activities, and several Rhodes 

institutes and groups are leading the charge in ensuring that the 
college contributes to the greater community.
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Through the Mike Curb Institute for Music, 
students engage in research, leadership 
and preservation to foster awareness and 

understanding of the distinct musical traditions of the 
South and study the effects music has had on its culture, 
history and economy.

The Rhodes Institute for Regional Studies furthers 
academic research and understanding of the Mid-
South and the ways in which Memphis has fi gured 
prominently in the social, cultural, political and 
economic life of the nation.

The Center for Outreach in the Development of the 
Arts (CODA) promotes leadership that will expand the 
impact of the arts in the lives of members of the Rhodes 
community, Memphis and the region.

The Rhodes Learning Corridor partners with 
adjacent neighborhoods, nearby public schools and 
other community organizations to provide learning 
opportunities for Rhodes students and extend these 
educational opportunities beyond the classroom and 
into the immediate Memphis community.

The Crossroads to Freedom Digital Archive promotes 
preservation and supports conversations in our 
community regarding the impact of the civil rights era 
on Memphis today.

The Rhodes Archaeological Field School at Ames 
Plantation is a working site for archaeology and 
archaeological methods, expanding our knowledge of 
West Tennessee.

The Shelby Foote Collection is an archive of the novelist 
and historian’s papers, manuscripts, signed fi rst editions 
and personal effects available for scholarly study.

Within the next year, these programs and organizations 
will be gathered under one umbrella, and their research 
promoted and discussed within the Memphis Center. 
The center is seeded with a $250,000 Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation grant to focus on the human 
experience of Memphis and the Mid-South region, 
from the Civil War to the civil rights movement 
and beyond. Eventually, physical space within the 
Paul Barret Jr. Library will be set aside as a place for 

seminars, lectures, and to visually showcase research 
from the member programs. The search is currently 
under way for a two-year postdoctoral position in 
the history and culture of Memphis, the Mid-South 
region, or the Lower Mississippi Valley. The holder of 
that position will teach classes and work closely with 
students and faculty within the Memphis Center.

“We foresee the Memphis Center becoming a lively 
working space where faculty and students can 
collaborate on new and existing projects, and together 
build a community of engaged scholars who are 
interested in a wide variety of topics related to our 
region,” says Milton Moreland, chair of the Archaeology 
program and associate professor of Religious Studies, 
who is heading up the working group for the Memphis 
Center. Other members of the committee overseeing 
its implementation are Tim Huebner, the L. Palmer 
Brown Professor of Interdisciplinary Humanities 
(History), Charles McKinney (History), John Bass 
(Curb Institute), Suzanne Bonefas (Learning Corridor, 
Crossroads) and Darlene Brooks (Library Services).

To experience regionally connected research currently 
being done by Rhodes students and faculty, a person 
now must travel from building to building, from space 
to space, and must know just what will be available and 
where. The Memphis Center hopes to be a gathering 
place for regional research from a wide variety of 
departments across the campus with events and archives 
that will attract people who seek access to such materials, 
and to be home to a permanent space that will attract 
students, faculty and the Memphis community at large. 

Rhodes prides itself on its tradition of sharing research 
and information, which will be made simpler by having 
the clear, focused voice of the Memphis Center to speak 
for all the work coming from the programs.

“I think the physical space is important because we’re 
talking about multiple programs,” says Russ Wigginton, 
vice president for External Programs. “The center will 
allow people to understand intimately what it means to 
be a liberal arts college with an interdisciplinary focus 
in a dynamic, culturally rich, complicated, historically 
signifi cant city like Memphis. I think when you walk 
into the center you’ll grasp that pretty quickly.”
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But looking toward the physical space is getting ahead 
of ourselves. The programs and materials beneath the 
umbrella of the Memphis Center exist now and, with 
pinpoint dedication, have been reaching out into the 
community for years with relatively little fanfare. The 
Memphis Center aims to pull these programs from the 
shadows and throw a spotlight on them, fanfare and all. 

It is clear that these “foundation programs,” as 
Wigginton refers to them, have common themes, and it 
has become apparent and necessary that Rhodes view 
Memphis and its communities through an academic 
and intellectual lens. 

Rhodes has had phenomenal success over the years with 
growing programs like these. Through the process of 
theorizing and then implementing what works best, the 

college has won favor with partnering organizations.
The umbrella concept brings Rhodes and the Memphis 
Center team to a higher level, “a more comfortable 
level because everything we’re talking about here has a 
foundation and has merit and success,” says Wigginton.

While the overarching plan appears grand as it swirls 
about overheard, the fundamentals of the smaller 
entities will not be altered in any way; their foundations 
are solid. The Memphis Center will simply be there 
to bolster those programs and help bring them to the 
attention of students, faculty and the community at 
large. “This is not an administrative restructuring as 
much as it is an ability to grow from our success and 
provide more access for relevant research in and on our 
region,” Moreland says. “The directors of the existing 
programs will continue to have autonomy, but the 

Summer 2011—Institute for Regional Studies fellow Danielle Jones ’14 leads rehearsal for “Hollywood Dreams,” a combination of theater, dance 
and music telling the story of overcoming challenges to reach dreams. The content of the play came directly from the cast from the Midtown North 
community whose ages range from 6 to 18. Emerging artists, left to right: Gloria McCoy, Stephanie Ingram, Brianna Cansler, Marquavius Reed, 
Jalen Royal, Octayvia Kimbrough and Jervon Caery.

COREY N
OLEN
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Memphis Center will provide for more collaborative 
efforts between the students and faculty involved in 
these efforts.”

The Rhodes Institute for Regional 
Studies
Rhodes College sits nestled in the center of Memphis, 
yet it is also swaddled within a region as disparate as 
the foothills of the Appalachians and Ozarks, to the 
battlefi elds of Vicksburg and Shiloh. It is an area as 
diverse in culture, ethnic backgrounds and literature as it 
is in history, politics and commerce. Going into its 10th 
year, the Rhodes Institute for Regional Studies capitalizes 
on its place in such a fertile region for research and 
celebrates all that this area has given to the world.

The eight-week summer program promotes teamwork 
among faculty from the disciplines of Art, History, 
Religious Studies, Political Science, Theatre, Economics, 

Archaeology, Film, Music and Philosophy, all working 
within the liberal arts tradition. 

“Students are given opportunities to conduct original 
research in this region on topics that develop from their 
classroom experiences and the research interests of their 
faculty mentors,” says Moreland, director of the institute.

While there is a great deal of self-design and self-guidance 
within the individual projects, the students work closely 
with one of six to seven faculty members, typically 
three students to one faculty mentor for the eight weeks. 
Rhodes Institute fellows receive housing, research 
expenses and $3,000 stipends to pursue their work.

Students are immersed in the culture of Memphis by 
spending the fi rst full week of the summer within the 
community taking fi eld trips to museums, community 
centers, churches, sites key in the civil rights movement, 
music venues, archaeological sites, cemeteries and 

Gayle Hughes ’13 and Will Lay ’13 interview Wayne Jackson of the Memphis Horns at his wall of fame in his home for the Crossroads to Freedom 
Digital Archive. This month, trumpeter Jackson and his partner, saxophonist Andrew Love, are scheduled to receive a Grammy Lifetime 
Achievement Award in Los Angeles.

COREY N
OLEN
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locations relative to current events—all places that 
might relate directly to students’ research projects.

“There has been a great deal of success in terms of 
students developing papers and projects that have had 
a direct impact on the community. Students learn a 
great deal about Memphis, while they assist the local 
community by contributing their research on many issues 
of great importance to Memphians,” Moreland says. 

While the intention is not for students to work for 
a particular group to write its history and tell its 
story, many times students do get involved and the 
result is benefi cial to all parties. A recent student 
project researching the history of the collections at 
the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art led to a show at 
Brooks that began in December.

The history of Memphis is infused with that of blues 
music and students have spent time researching the 
history of the Blues Foundation and the annual 
International Blues Challenge held here. “All of the 
projects, in one fashion or another, also fi t within the 
scholarship of the faculty who are involved, so that’s 
part of the collaborative nature; the faculty member has 
an interest in some aspect of politics, religion, music 
or history here in Memphis and these students are 
able to do research with the faculty member as well 
as, hopefully, reach out and serve the community,” 
Moreland says.

History makes us who and what we are, from our beliefs 
to our morals to our music, and should be studied with 
an eye toward learning from it and bettering ourselves. 
The Rhodes Institute for Regional Studies is helping to 
document that history and the Memphis Center will 
help to make it readily accessible.

The Learning Corridor
In the fi ve minutes it takes to travel from Rhodes to 
Cypress Middle School to the northeast, income levels 
drop perceptibly from the bucolic campus and nearby 
Hein Park neighborhood to one of fading storefronts 
and boarded up homes. The area is part of the Rhodes 
Learning Corridor and students are engaged in it in 
grand ways.

Though the area is bounded by Jackson Avenue on the 
south, Hollywood Street on the east, the Wolf River on 
the north, and University Street on the west, the work 
done knows no bounds. It is as broad and limitless as 
students’ hearts and empathy will allow.

Schools are a primary focus of the Learning Corridor 
and those that fall into its domain are Cypress Middle, 
Springdale Elementary, Snowden, the charter school 
Promise Academy and, just outside the geographical 
boundaries, Central High School.

There are tutoring programs within all of the 
schools, and many Rhodes students have “adopted” 
a Snowden student to work with in a mentoring 
capacity for up to four years as part of the signature 
Kinney Adopt-a-Friend program. “It’s been a gateway 
program to get students into the community,” says 
Suzanne Bonefas, director of Special Projects. The 
proximity of Rhodes to Snowden makes the bond 
special as many of the Snowden students spend time 
on campus as an introduction to the idea of one day 
furthering their education.

“At all of our partner schools, there are certainly plenty 
of kids who are at risk and probably a lot of kids whose 
horizons don’t include thinking of themselves as 
someone who goes to college,” Bonefas says.

The Learning Corridor is a popular program and extends 
to students across the board, giving elementary and 
middle school students a broad spectrum of interests to 
consider. Science is of special interest and Rhodes has sent 
hundreds of students from three of these schools to Space 
Camp at the U.S. Space and Rocket Center in Huntsville, 
AL, via the NASA Stars program. Another initiative 
is Science Saturdays at Springdale in which Rhodes 
students and faculty take the kids and their parents on 
fi eld trips to places across Memphis such as Lichterman 
Nature Center, Mud Island River Park, the Memphis 
Zoo and the Children’s Museum of Memphis to have 
learning experiences together.

Rhodes students get a perspective on Memphis they 
might not have had before, typically saying that they’ve 
had a lot of opportunities in life and are eager to go out 
and give back. “They also want to take what they’ve 
learned in the classroom and fi gure out ways to apply 
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that in the community,” Bonefas says. 
“And in the Learning Corridor, there is a 
component of refl ection … they have to turn 
around and connect these experiences with 
specifi c classroom learning.”

With funding through the Plough 
Foundation to support Learning Corridor 
programming, recent graduates are staying 
in the community to work full time and 
lead Rhodes students under a Transforming 
Community grant. “They’re alumni who 
stay here for a year and serve as peer leaders,” 
Bonefas says.

Their focus is on leadership and business 
development in the targeted neighborhoods 
such as working on facelifts for businesses 
adjacent to Cypress Middle School, building 
relationships and instilling a sense of pride 
and ownership within the community.

“Our students are engaged as citizens of 
Memphis at the same time that they’re 
students of Rhodes, and that can be a 
seamless experience after they graduate,” 
Bonefas says. “So not only are you 
graduating as a person who has an academic 
degree, you’re a citizen and you know how to 
be a good citizen in this community.”

Crossroads to Freedom 
Digital Archive
Memphis is known far and wide for its 
history as a battlefi eld in the fi ght for 
civil rights. It is equally known through the lens of 
photographer Ernest Withers, the pen of crusading 
journalist Ida B. Wells and the world-renowned 
National Civil Rights Museum for documenting that 
struggle.

Students involved in Rhodes’ Crossroads to Freedom 
Digital Archive program go into the community to 
interview those involved directly or indirectly with civil 
rights. It is a program to collect primary sources and 
build an oral history of Memphis, a way to salve its 
wounds while picking at its scabs. As a bonus, they take 

members of a younger generation along to teach them 
about an era that still affects us today and will continue 
to guide their own futures.

Crossroads is a parallel program to the Rhodes Institute 
for Regional Studies, and is “a way to engage our 
students in the preservation of Memphis’ historical and 
cultural heritage,” says Bonefas, director of the program.

“I’m learning about Memphis culturally and historically, 

The Rhodes Pep Band, part of the Mike Curb Institute for Music, foreground from the top 
down: Alex Piazza ’14, trombone; Elliott Young ’15, saxaphone; Courtney Strachan ’13, 
trumpet; Matt Hicks ’15, trumpet. Below: Ben Walsh ’12, bass; Will Lang and guitar ’12

JU
STIN FOX BU

RKS
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and its whole history of racism,” says Gayle Hughes ’13, 
a History major and Memphian who has been working 
with Crossroads since last summer. “It puts a new 
perspective on things.”

Crossroads involves not just Rhodes students, but those 
from Learning Corridor partner schools such as Central 
High, where students think of the civil rights movement 
in terms of Martin Luther King Jr., but not much 
beyond that, says Bonefas. “This history is all around us, 
there are such important stories in our community, so 
it really engages our students hands-on in being part of 
preserving those stories.”

Students from a variety of academic backgrounds are 
involved in Crossroads. “It really is an opportunity for 
students who may not have thought about historical or 
sociological perspectives to bring their own disciplinary 
lens to this,” says Bonefas.

Rhodes is on the map for those looking to delve into 
civil rights era history and interested researchers from 
all over log on to Crossroads regularly.

“The ultimate hope for Crossroads is to work with all 
the cultural heritage organizations in Memphis so we 
can support one another in our efforts to tell these 
stories,” Bonefas says. All of the digital archives are 
available online at crossroadstofreedom.org, and the 
Memphis Center will be yet another outlet for history to 
be watched and accounted for. “The more we build the 
collection, the better the learning tool it becomes.”

The Mike Curb Institute for Music
For many people born and raised in Memphis, the fi rst 
connection, culturally, to their hometown is through 
the music. For those who seek out Memphis as a place 
to attend school, live or work, the music is the fi rst and 
most obvious item to pop up on any search of the city. 
There are the names everyone has heard—Elvis, Handy, 
Phillips, Perkins, Rufus and Isaac—but just as many 
infl uential musicians who remain underresearched. 
For the Mike Curb Institute for Music at Rhodes, the 
simplest, clearest way to connect with community is 
through music, and it’s just this sort of outreach that 
John Bass, director of the Curb Institute, has been 
conducting with other programs on campus.

The Curb Institute works with other projects falling 
under the heading of the Memphis Center such as 
the Crossroads to Freedom Digital Archive and the 
Learning Corridor. Through the Learning Corridor, the 
institute’s outreach fellows have gone to Cypress Middle 
School to begin an after school guitar club. Meeting 
twice a week, one hour per session, the Rhodes fellows 
work with Cypress students on the fundamentals of 
guitar playing. Being in the club is something the 15 
Cypress students have taken to heart and, Bass says, “It 
is really a sense of pride for them.”

In addition, last year the Curb Institute sponsored a 
jazz concert and clinic at Snowden with The Inventions 
Trio—trumpeter Marvin Stamm, pianist Bill Mays and 
cellist Alisa Horn (both Stamm and Horn are Snowden 
alums). “They performed, answered questions and 
talked to students from Snowden and Cypress about 
what they do and their lives in music,” Bass says.

Bass hopes the Memphis Center will be a place to 
hold similar concerts, clinics and lectures and serve 
as a resource for the Curb Institute to “centralize the 
message from Rhodes about our involvement with the 
community and bring together various departments 
and programs on campus that do these kinds of things.” 
The Curb Institute, he says, will be the “musical wing” 
of that center.

The institute has brought in such artists as Mose Allison, 
Bobby Rush and Ellis Marsalis, yet there is always 
an academic component to the events, such as the 
recent symposium on the Chitlin’ Circuit, the African-
American clubs throughout the South that were central 
in the formation of rock ’n’ roll.

Bass taps into resources from other departments within 
the Rhodes campus as well as alumni around town 
and beyond. “The Memphis Center,” he says, “will 
be a focal point, and will bring the college and larger 
communities together in a very deliberate way.”

Cypress Middle is a mile from the Rhodes campus, yet 
it’s a different world for Rhodes students. This “gives 
them a different perspective,” Bass says. “When you go 
there and start meeting the kids and working with them, 
you create this really strong bond with them. It’s what 
community learning should be—getting past all the 
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labels and sitting down and working with kids, in our 
case on music and specifi c skills.”

CODA
To become well-rounded, productive citizens, college 
students should burrow deep into their interests, 
whether it’s business, education, fi nance or philosophy. 
But they should also ingratiate themselves with the 
arts—visual, musical or performance. The high level 
of such artistic familiarity is the watermark of a good 
liberal arts education.

CODA—the Center for Outreach in the Development 
of the Arts—led by Liz Daggett since 2008, is working 
to bring art closer to the community of Memphis and 
Rhodes students closer to the world of art.

“We strive to increase the impact of art, both within the 

Rhodes community and the greater Memphis area,” says 
Daggett, who is as assistant professor of Art.

CODA fellows, initially funded through a grant from the 
Robert and Ruby Priddy Charitable Trust of Wichita 
Falls, TX, receive $13,000 annually in scholarships in 
return for 10 hours of service to the arts each week. The 
fellows are “engaging in the arts in some way, and that 
can vary from student to student,” Daggett says.

Many are practicing artists while others are arts leaders, 
taking on organizational roles to involve people in art 
within the community. And there are myriad ways 
to do it, such as taking the beauty of opera to a local 
halfway house and arranging for the residents to sit in 
on a dress rehearsal of Opera Memphis, or putting on 
a Middle Eastern fashion show with the collection of 
Dee Birnbaum, an associate professor of Commerce and 

JU
STIN FOX BU
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Lester Middle School teacher Jennifer Stone (left) and CODA members Kelly Parry ’12, Rhodes Russian teaching assistant Evgeniya Shamelo and 
Taylor Burnett ’14 with members of the Lester Middle Photo Club in front of the students’ photographs at AutoZone Park, home of the Memphis 
Redbirds, April 2011. The exhibition, “Memphis Through the Lens,” was the result of CODA students meeting with Lester students once a week, 
providing them cameras and taking them on fi eld trips around Memphis to capture photographs.  
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Business, or participating in Exhibition Momentum, the 
juried exhibition that pairs visual with performance art. 
The Rhodes-Hill Mural that towers over AutoZone Park 
downtown, and the Vollintine-Evergreen Community 
Association Greenline sculpture are both CODA projects 
and sources of pride for Memphians everywhere.

“Traditionally, the emphasis has been on leadership in 
the arts, and the Priddys’ initial idea was to take people 
who maybe weren’t studio artists or concert musicians, 
but who were going to be successful in general, maybe 
in business or other areas, have them understand the 
importance of art and make them comfortable in 
perpetuating and helping increase appreciation of the 
arts,” Daggett says.

The concept behind CODA is a self-perpetuating idea, a 
cyclical return on investment in art appreciation from 
academia to city leadership to artists and the community. 
To further such awareness, CODA funds competitive 
grants to students and faculty for various endeavors such 
as Justin Deere ’12, a Bonner Scholar and the James A. 
Thomas ’62 Service Scholar, who handed out disposable 
cameras to members of the area homeless population for 
the exhibition “Unsheltered:Unseen.”

CODA, however, is probably best known on campus for 
its $5 tickets, encouraging students, faculty and staff to 
attend area events that link to the curriculum, such as 
performances by the Tennessee Shakespeare Company. 

“The $5 ticket program is a beloved one—people can see 
the ballet or the opera for an affordable cost and a lot of 
students take advantage of it,” Daggett says.

There is art all around us. Daggett and the CODA 
fellows are simply making it more apparent and ensuring 
that leaders of tomorrow understand and appreciate its 
importance in our communities and our lives.

The Shelby Foote Collection
Since spring 2011, Rhodes has been home to the 
Shelby Foote Collection of writings and papers, a 
collection that includes hand-drawn maps, photos, 
memorabilia, letters, more than 2,000 volumes from 
Foote’s private library, which includes fi rst editions by 
William Faulkner, Eudora Welty and Walker Percy, 
leatherbound and hand-written manuscripts, personal 

diaries, an extensive collection of music and sculpture, 
as well as family correspondence.

The acquisition of the collection prompted Rhodes 
President Bill Troutt to say at the time, “With the 
acquisition of the Shelby Foote Collection, we take another 
step forward in the excellence we offer at Rhodes.”

It is a collection that will provide a seemingly endless 
supply of research materials for students, not just of 
history or literature, but opportunities to learn the 
processes of archiving and preservation as well.

“I didn’t really know much of what an archive was before 
this summer, and I really enjoyed processing and getting 
to see how people organize their lives,” says History 
major and Foote fellow Lauren Peterson ’13. “It’s been 
really interesting to see an entirely new aspect of Shelby 
Foote that I might be able to get if I were researching, 
but not to this extent.”

Foote is best known for writing The Civil War: A 
Narrative, published in three parts in 1958, 1963 and 
1974. It’s a massive, 1.2-million-word trilogy, the whole 
of which was written in Memphis. The original drafts 
now fi nd a home at Rhodes.

Because Foote was at home in the worlds of both history 
and literature, a task force made up of the Library 
and Information Technology Services division and 
members of the History, English and Religious Studies 
departments, along with fellows Peterson and Jordon 
Redmon ’13, have been working to index, catalogue, 
archive and display the collection.

“The opening of the Foote Collection will allow scholars 
and students alike a chance to delve deeply into the 
life and work of one of the region’s most important 
writers,” says History Department chair Timothy 
Huebner “Foote was a gentleman, a scholar and in some 
ways, a provocateur. The opening of his papers will fuel 
our continued fascination with the Civil War and the 
American South.”

It’s a collection for scholars and researchers everywhere, 
those interested in storytelling, American history and 
Southern ways, and one that one day soon will be found, 
in part, at the Memphis Center.
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Ames Plantation—
The Rhodes 
Archaeological 
Field School
The Ames Plantation, for all 
intents and purposes, is a 
20,000-acre classroom. Located 
50 miles east of Memphis in 
Fayette and Hardeman counties, 
the historical area is home to 
approximately 250 different 
archaeological sites, both historic 
and prehistoric.

Students work in excavation 
during a three-week extensive 
course in archaeology. While all 
artifacts belong to the Hobart 
Ames Foundation, Milton 
Moreland, director of the fi eld 
school, hopes that many will 
be exhibited in rotation in 
the permanent space of the 
Memphis Center.

“Everything that we excavate 
comes through the archaeology 
lab here at Rhodes, so there could 
be some defi nite collaboration 
and informational displays 
about our work. Students are 
conducting really amazing 
research at Ames, and it would 
be great to discuss and display 
their work in the context of the 
Memphis Center.”

The massive land base was 
purchased in the early 20th 
century by Hobart Ames, part 
of the Ames Manufacturing family from Boston, who 
bought it as a winter retreat and hunting reserve. 
The plantation functions as one of the University of 
Tennessee’s AgResearch and Education Centers across 
the state and oversees 2,000 acres of commodity row 
crops, 700 head of Angus beef cattle and 40 head of 
horses.

Shelby Foote Collection fellows Lauren Peterson ’13 and Jordan Redmon ’13 under the watchful eye 
of the source   

COREY N
OLEN

Since the 1950s, the site has been under the purview of 
the Hobart Ames Foundation, which has a very strong 
education component, and Rhodes is partnered with its 
board to further its mission.

Of the 250 sites, only six have been excavated in the fi ve 
years Rhodes has worked with the foundation.  “We 
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Ian Preston ’13 and Jesse Weaver dig in at the Rhodes Field School at Ames Plantation summer 2011. Weaver, a University of Tennessee student, 
has a Rhodes pedigree—mother Louella Whitson Weaver ’76 and father Guy Weaver, Rhodes adjunct faculty in Archaeology.

M
ILTON M

ORELAND

The Memphis Center’s mission:
• Initiate and encourage research and inquiry into 

historical and contemporary questions concerning the 
history and culture of the Memphis region

• Support undergraduate student fellowship projects in 
regional studies

• Foster collaborative projects with scholars interested 
in Memphis, the Mississippi Delta and the rich cultural 
history of the Mid-South

• Gather, preserve and make accessible archival 
materials about the Memphis region

• Contribute to the comprehensive opportunities offered 
at Rhodes College—teaching, learning, service—with 
a focus on regional studies 

could be there forever,” Moreland laughs. “There is 
an immense amount of work that can be done. It’s an 
amazing area because it’s so extensive. It allows us to 
get a very interesting perspective on the long settlement 
pattern and the use of the land in the changing 
landscape here in West Tennessee.”

With the hiring of a new environmental archaeology 
specialist, Kimberly Kasper, a Mellon postdoc in 
Anthropology/Sociology, students are able to get 
a science foundation credit by working with the 
fi eld school and participating in one of the courses 
offered there in environmental archaeology. “The 
new class offers a hands-on experience outside the 
normal classroom setting, allowing students to study 
environmental archaeology at an actual archaeological 
excavation,” Moreland says. 
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INTERNALLY 

SPEAKING
RHODES STUDENTS FIND 
THEIR EDUCATION, AND 
THEIR CITY, ARE SERVED 
BEST ON BOTH SIDES OF 
THE CAMPUS GATES

Jake Long ’14 at WMC-TV
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T hanks to the fact that each year, 75% of Rhodes students 

complete internships and fellowships throughout 

Memphis, the college considers the city a laboratory for 

learning. Students apply their classroom knowledge to such areas 

as business, fi nance, health care or nonprofi ts and in return, gain 

real-world experience from top-notch mentors.
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In the health care arena, for example, 
the Rhodes St. Jude Summer Plus 
Program places eight qualifi ed 
students, or fellows, with scientists 
in St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital’s professional laboratories 
for a period of one summer, one 
academic year and a possible second 
summer. It’s an intensive research 
experience where the fellows become 
fully engaged citizens in the scientifi c 
community of St. Jude, a world-
class clinical and research facility for 
pediatric patients.

Students do independent research, 
participate in lectures, group 
meetings and on-site discussions, 
and present their work at local, 
national and international venues. 
Many pursue advanced degrees 

in medicine and the sciences. 
There is also an international 
Summer Plus experience available 
to Rhodes students with St. Jude 
in Santiago, Chile. What’s more, 
Rhodes students enjoy internships 
at ALSAC (American Lebanese 
Syrian Associated Charities), 
the fundraising arm of St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital. 
Reinforcing the close relationship 
between the college and the hospital 
is Dr. William Evans, director and 
CEO of St. Jude, who serves on the 
Rhodes Board of Trustees.

On the business side, Rhodes 
has had a long and successful 
relationship with FedEx. Andrew 
Russell, manager of International 
Solutions at the overnight delivery 

giant, has placed more than 100 
Rhodes students in domestic and 
international internships at various 
locations for more than 15 years. 
At the personal level, he mentors 
them, supervising at least one every 
semester in international-related 
positions at his Memphis offi ce, for 
which he routinely receives rave 
reviews. In recognition of Russell’s 
service to Rhodes, in 2010, he 
received the Algenon Sydney 
Sullivan Award for giving selfl essly to 
others and the college.

While FedEx and St. Jude are among 
the college’s long-term internship 
partners, there are dozens of others. 
Here’s just a sample of what some 
students are doing in other areas.

Networking News
Jake Long ’14

“Every college tries to sell you on 
how beautiful their campus is, so 
I’d heard that already and was 
pretty immune to it, but when my 
family and I drove through the 
gates of Rhodes, I have to admit 
I was stunned,” says 20-year-old 
sophomore Jacob Long. “When 
I saw the architecture and the 
grounds, my temporary love affairs 
with other schools were over,” he 
laughs. “After the admission talks 
I was completely sold. I had been 
through many, and they can get 
pretty tedious. Not so here. There 
was  passion in what the professors 
and students said that was lacking 
elsewhere. I did an overnight 
campus stay, and when my parents 
picked me up the next day there 
was a silent understanding between 

us that this was the place. They 
knew it too, as they had spent a 
considerable amount of money at 
the bookstore already and bought 
pretty much everything that had 
‘Rhodes’ printed on it!”

Long, coming from the town of 
Pontiac, IL, population 10,000, 
knew nothing about the South 
before his move to Memphis, and 
though it took some adjusting 

—“I’d never heard anyone actually 
use the word ‘ya’ll’ before in my 
life!”— he threw himself into 
campus life with gusto. A star of 
the Lynx baseball team, he also 
writes for the Sou’wester student 
newspaper and is an enthusiastic 
Rhodes College Diplomat, giving 
tours to potential students and 

visitors, along with those heartfelt 
speeches that helped sell him during 
his visit. His love of the campus 
and the students is why he became 
a Resident Assistant (RA) in a 
freshman residence hall. He was 
recently named head RA. “I like to 
think that RAs are the fi rst line of 
defense to help new students get the 
best experience possible at Rhodes. 
I like to help the shier students 
become involved with activities and 
their fellow classmates,” he says. 

“Some people are just quiet and they 
like it that way, and I don’t try to 
change that or force anything on 
them. I just want everyone to be 
comfortable with where they are 
and who they live with.”

Once fully immersed in campus life, 
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Long isn’t the only Rhodes student 
whose interest in politics and 
what makes cities tick has been 
fostered by the college’s internship 
and fellowship programs. Carson 
Duffy, a senior from Charlotte, 
NC, was, like most high school 
seniors, struggling with choosing 
the right college. After a campus 
visit, Rhodes was high on the 
list, but when she was offered a 
Bonner Scholarship, a service-based 
scholarship requiring hundreds of 
hours of community service, Duffy 
knew Rhodes was the right choice. 
The Urban Studies major with a 
minor in Education was drawn 

immediately to the Rhodes setting 
in the heart of the city.

“Rhodes is very much a part of the 
community, and its dedication to 
service and helping the city thrive 
was an instant draw,” she says. In 
addition to taking on Rhodes’ 
challenging academic curriculum, 
Duffy was just as interested in 
seeing what difference she could 
make outside the campus gates. Her 
freshman summer she returned to 
North Carolina and interned with 
A Child’s Place, a nonprofi t whose 
mission is to help homeless families 
with elementary-school-aged 

children. “It was eye-opening, to put 
it mildly,” she admits. “It redefi ned 
what being homeless meant to me. 
When children are involved, you 
have to work through the parents, 
and the best way to do that is 
to connect them with the right 
resources for them. The children are 
so receptive. They are just like other 
children in that they crave love and 
attention and need to be taken care 
of. When a child is hungry or tired 
because he or she slept in a shelter 
or worse the night before, it makes 
learning impossible, and the cycle 
of poverty is perpetuated when 
children don’t get a basic education.” 

Long was ready to see what the city 
itself had to offer. “Sandi seemed 
pretty surprised to see a rising  
sophomore in her offi ce seeking a 
summer internship,” laughs Long. 

“But the thought of a summer 
without some sort of involvement 
was almost scary to me.” 

He’s referring to Sandi George 
Tracy, who has held the position of 
Career Services director at Rhodes 
for almost 20 years. Tracy has the 
critical task of matching students 
with internship opportunities at 
businesses and nonprofi ts around 
the city, and has a keen eye and 
almost sixth sense when it comes to 
knowing what will make a good fi t 
for both student and organization.

After discussing his goals with Tracy, 
he found himself with a position at 
the local NBC news affi liate WMC-
TV, Channel 5. “Sandi really knows 

what she’s doing and it was a great 
match from day one. The assistant 
news director asked me what my 
interests were, and being a Political 
Science major with a Film Studies 
minor, I naturally wanted to explore 
that but was also open to seeing 
what else was out there, so I was 
sent out with various reporters to 
see them in action.

“It was very hands-on, that’s for sure. 
On my second day there, I was sent 
out with a news camera to cover a 
murder trial. The case ended in the 
death penalty, and it was a real-life 
experience if there ever was one,” 
recalls Long. “I loved being part of 
the team covering such a big story.”

During his months with WMC, 
Long has been exposed to parts of 
the city and its people that even some 
Memphians have never experienced. 

“Covering everything from sports to 

crime and other major news events 
really helped me sink my teeth into 
the city. I got to help write the stories 
and now am even more interested in 
political journalism.”

His time with the station has 
helped Long channel his academic 
interests, while giving him a unique 
appreciation for the city he now 
calls home. “There is something 
fantastic about Memphis, a mojo 
of sorts  and I can’t exactly put 
my fi nger on. It’s just a place that 
accepts everyone. There is culture 
and diversity, and I can’t imagine 
what my life would be like had 
I chosen to go somewhere other 
than Rhodes and Memphis,” Long 
says. “It’s a perfect combination: If 
you have an interest in something, 
Rhodes will fi nd a way to get 
you involved in it. That kind of 
commitment to students isn’t found 
just anywhere.”

Community Connection
Carson Duffy ’12
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The other lesson learned that 
summer? “How to listen to people. I 
learned not to approach a situation 
like I have all the answers, because 
I don’t. But listening is the fi rst step 
and sometimes, it’s all the families 
are interested in.”

Last semester, Duffy had an 
internship at Youth Villages, part 
of a national network that helps 
children and their families in diffi cult 
circumstances. It sparked her interest 
in community development and 
how people as a society relate to one 
another, as well as her interest in how 
best to serve teenaged parents. “The 
kids I worked with at Youth Villages 
are the same kids I worked with at 
A Child’s Place, but 10 years more 
grown up,” she observes. Of course, 
she’s speaking fi guratively, but it 
drives home the point that without 
help and guidance, the cycle of 
poverty and misfortune will continue 
throughout one’s life. “Many days 
I think that the people outside of 
Rhodes’ walls are the ones giving me 
the real education,” she says. “I see 
fi rsthand what the challenges and 
issues are and then come to class 
and learn big-picture theories and 
strategies to help. It’s a dual education, 
and I can’t imagine that this sort of 
opportunity, the experiences that I’ve 
had, would have happened anywhere 
but Rhodes, and Memphis. The 
question I ask myself is, what do I 
want service to look like at Rhodes in 
the future? Working with the student 
volunteer Kinney Program has 
allowed me the opportunity to help 
shape that vision.”

Before her internship at Youth 
Villages, she brought her summer 
experience gained at A Child’s 
Place back to Memphis and set 

about putting it to use immediately. 
Serving as a program coordinator 
for the Mentoring and Education 
area of the Kinney Program, Duffy 
was challenged to pair students 
who wish to volunteer with the 
right opportunities. “If someone 
has a negative experience with 
community service the fi rst time, 
then they won’t try again. Placement 
is key in volunteer retention,” says 
Duffy. “My goal was to place as 
many students in the community as 
possible, connecting an individual 

with an organization or cause 
they can relate to and understand. 
Sadly, some think that volunteering 
is serving a few hours at a soup 
kitchen. That is painful to me to 
think about, because it’s  not  how 
service should be approached.”

Duffy has a clear vision and 
understanding of what makes service 
and volunteerism work, and the key, 
she says, is a systems-based approach. 

“At the core, it’s all about stepping 
back and looking at the big picture: 

Carson Duffy ’12 on campus
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how we connect to one another as 
individuals and as a society. Once we 
understand that, everything becomes 
more clear—what our roles are and 
our places are, and then there is a 
more, I guess you could say holistic 
approach to the challenge.”

As a co-coordinator for Kinney 
Community Services, Duffy 
oversees a group of 24 students, 
with two students assigned to a 
specifi c aspect of the program, of 
which education, health care and 
mentoring are at the top of the list. 

“These areas are the most popular 
with volunteers.” Says Duffy, 
who, with her determination and 
ability to grasp the bigger picture 
in the need-to-giving scope, is 
making a measurable difference 
on campus and beyond. This year, 
she has focused on strengthening 
relationships with Kinney’s 
community partners, including the 
MED, the Regional Medical Center 
at Memphis; the Church Health 
Center, which provides medical 
services for the working poor; Big 
Brothers Big Sisters; BRIDGES 

youth leadership program; Shelby 
Farms Park Conservancy, which 
oversees Memphis’ 4,500-acre urban 
park; and Revolutions Community 
Bicycle Bike Shop, which provides 
affordable and reliable bicycles to all 
Memphians. Volunteers also mentor 
and tutor students at Snowden, 
Cypress and Springdale Elementary 
schools. Duffy’s efforts are paying 
off in measurable ways. At this 
year’s Memphis Community Service 
day there were more than 300 
students—more than double the 
number of participants in years past. 

For Memphian Justin Lee, Rhodes 
had been more of an attraction, a 
part of his hometown that was 
in the periphery, than a potential 
contender in the college game. “I’d 

been on campus before when the 
college hosted our high school’s 
Model United Nations competition, 
but at the time I was all about the 
competition, and didn’t pay much 

attention to where it was being 
held,” says Lee. He’d planned to 
attend an East Coast school before 
Rhodes came calling with a Dean’s 
Scholarship. That, coupled with 

Time Well Invested
Justin Lee ’13

Justin Lee ’13 at Morgan Keegan

JAY ADKIN
S
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a second scholarship and a grant, 
combined to cover his tuition. “It 
was an incredible offer and my 
family and I were very aware of just 
how lucky I was,” smiles Lee. So he 
visited the campus, seeing it not for 
the fi rst time, but with fresh eyes. 

“That’s when it hit me. This place 
is pretty spectacular. There is a real 
sense of drive and a true desire to 
learn that become evident the more 
time you spend around the students 
and the professors.”

Lee was clear about one thing 
from the beginning though: his 
interest in business. He’d grown 
up working in his family’s jewelry 
business, which he continued to 
do through his sophomore year. 
He then began to look around for 
opportunities in the community. 
And so it was off for a meeting 
with Sandi George Tracy. “When 
I saw Morgan Keegan on the list, I 

knew that was where I wanted to 
be. It has such a huge reputation 
and incredible name recognition. I 
interviewed and was lucky enough 
to get the job,” he says. “I love to 
talk about my work there but I’m 
pretty cautious as to what I can 
really say about it—that’s one of 
the things you learn very quickly at 
an investment fi rm.”

What he can say about his time 
there is all positive.

Lee’s internship was in the equity 
research division, and for the 
uninitiated in the complex world of 
fi nance, Lee is happy to translate. “I 
worked with a team compiling and 
conducting research on various 
companies within our sector, and 
that research in turn would help 
investors in their decisions to either 
buy, sell or hold on to a stock.”
And that, he says, is really all he 

can say on the specifi cs of his work. 
However, he does speak freely about 
his admiration for the company’s 
willingness to give back to the city, 
and those young students so willing 
to learn the trade. 

Prior to working with Morgan 
Keegan, Lee held a similar position 
with ServiceMaster, working in 
fi nancial planning and analysis. 
His work helped the company’s 
higher-ups determine which parts 
of the multifaceted corporation 
needed what resources, and what 
funding, and when. “Like Morgan 
Keegan, they too instilled in us the 
importance of being responsible 
citizens. We had community 
service challenges as a workforce, 
where we did things like clear 
brush for the Greenline to plant 
trees at Shelby Farms.” 

Junior Kajuana Pugh was born in 
Ohio and raised in Memphis. Much 
like Lee, she hadn’t considered 
Rhodes as an option after high 
school. This Germantown High 
School graduate was sold, however, 
when she visited campus and was 
offered a full scholarship.

“I didn’t know much about Rhodes, 
even though I’ve lived here for 
most of my life,” says Pugh. “I was 
impressed by the opportunities 
Rhodes offers its students, such as 
numerous study abroad programs 
and close ties to businesses that 
provide internships and fellowships. 
I was torn in my decision because 

Rhodes wasn’t at the top of my 
mind when I was looking at schools. 
My family was thrilled about the 
opportunity and it took me a little 
while to see the big picture, so to 
speak, but my freshman year, I 
understood. My professors really 
do care about each student and are 
very hands-on when it comes to 
learning. I appreciate that now and 
am so glad that I made the decision I 
did. Here at Rhodes, I’m challenged 
academically in every way—that’s 
how it should be—and I also get to 
be near my family.”

Pugh, a Commerce and Business 
major with a minor in Chinese, had 

spent two summers working as a 
secretarial assistant at a local health 
care business, so when she met with 
Sandi George Tracy, she instantly 
zeroed in on the opportunity to 
work as one of fi ve Rhodes ALSAC 
Summer Plus fellows. Pugh interns 
in the accounting department 
at ALSAC (American Lebanese 
Syrian Associated Charities), 
the fundraising arm of St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital.

St. Jude, founded by the late actor 
and activist Danny Thomas, this 
year marks its 50th anniversary. 
Thomas was a man of vision, but 
it’s unlikely that when the doors of 

By the Numbers
Kajuana Pugh ’13
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St. Jude opened in 1962, he could 
have envisioned that this hospital 
in Memphis would become a global 
leader in the research and treatment 
of catastrophic childhood illnesses. 
St. Jude, named for the patron saint 
of lost causes, now offers children 
from across the world a fi ghting 
chance to survive even the most 
daunting of diseases, regardless of a 
family’s ability to pay.

Pugh’s fi rst of  two periods working 

for ALSAC (last summer and this 
semester) was spent “doing the math” 
on selected projects and areas of 
business within the nonprofi t. “The 
fi rst summer things were a bit slow, 
but the great thing about ALSAC 
is that my supervisor recognized 
that I was being underutilized and 
promised me that if and when I 
came back I would have a much 
more detailed and concrete set of 
duties,” she says. “I was looking 
forward to what was next.”

True to her word, Pugh’s boss 
challenged her to create a format for 
cleaning up and reconciling account 
information. Pugh leaped at the 
task, and succeeded.

“I was asked basically to fi gure out 
a problem in the system and fi nd 
a way to solve it. I’m very detail- 
oriented, so that appealed to me so 
much,” says Pugh. “The model I 
created is now used throughout the 
department. I’m so goal-oriented 
that when handed a job like this I 
really go after it. I was able to see 
the results of my work, and to me 
that is so satisfying and motivating. 
I’m a hard worker, but I need the 
work to be presented in such a way 
that I can recognize what I’ve done 
and know that it was the right way 
to do it,” she says. “The wonderful 
thing about my mentors at ALSAC 
is that they recognized that and in 
the end, we both benefi ted from my 
time there.”

After working for ALSAC, Pugh has 
a better grasp on just how important 
the work done there is. “Much like 
Rhodes, St. Jude was just another 
place that I knew was part of my 
hometown, but I didn’t realize 
just how important it is in the big 
picture. I get that now.”

She hopes her work and efforts will 
result in a full-time job once she 
graduates. “Working at ALSAC has 
been such a good fi t. They are very 
team-oriented but at the same time 
my position has been very much a 
fi gure-it-out-for-yourself type of job. 
I’ve had the best of both words in 
my time there.” 

Kajuana Pugh ’13 at ALSAC/St. Jude
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I
n only a moment, words in a college textbook 
can leap out, strike hearts and impact lives when 
Rhodes students volunteer their time and talent 
in Memphis to feed the hungry or lend moral 
support to the scared and lonely.

For Spence L. Wilson Service Scholar Huntley Hudgins 
’14 it happened mere weeks into her work with the 
YWCA Abused Women Service program for immigrant 
women. Hudgins, also a Bonner Scholar who gives 140 
hours of service a semester as part of her scholarship, 
says she thought she was over being shocked by the 
ways women were abused—until one Hispanic woman 
detailed her life, her fear, her children’s terror. Hudgins 
suddenly realized that here was the quintessential reality 
of what she’d learned in her Gender and Society class at 
Rhodes.

“It turns out this woman had been in college in Mexico. 
She was a lawyer in Mexico, met her husband/abuser in 
school. We discussed things I’d read. We talked about 
her abuse in context of gender roles,” says Hudgins, a 
native of Fayetteville, AR. “It challenged my perspective 
of the women we typically help. It was a testament that 
the oppression of women transcends race, social class, 
culture—it’s everywhere and not exclusive to any type 
of women.”

Hudgins shadows Rhodes alum Emily Sellers ’11, the 

YWCA program’s bilingual court advocate. They help 
get orders of protection and other court remedies for 
abuse victims. They aren’t lawyers, but counselors—
what Sellers describes as “active listeners” who 
understand the system and can show Hispanic women 
how to navigate it. Sellers, who did volunteer work at 
places like the Mid-South Peace and Justice Center 
before graduation, calls service “the most important 
thing you can do to prepare for the real world … to 
have some responsibility and have the ability to change 
something.”

Changing things—the whole world or the entire city 
or just one person—is an important reason Rhodes 
students seek out volunteer opportunities, says the Rev. 
Walter B. Tennyson, college chaplain and director of 
Rhodes’ Bonner Center for Faith and Service. Whether 
students are Bonner Scholars, or part of the Kinney 
Program that engages students in service, or working on 
a project for a club or fraternity, the deeper they get into 
volunteerism, the more they get out of it, he says.

For example, he says, look at Souper Contact, the 
long-running meal program students operate for the 
homeless at St. John’s United Methodist Church. “Some 
students come once or twice and chop celery and onions 
then never come back. Others meet people and form 
relationships. They begin to care about these folks. 
Around those tables they hear about the guy who is 

LEARNING THROUGH 

REAL-WORLD SERVICE
By Jackie Flaum

Photography by Justin Fox Burks
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Emily Sellers ’11 (left) and Huntley Hudgins ’14 at the Shelby County Courthouse
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having an operation and who else is part of his network 
of care—now they are too.”

Those students who “catch fi re” and devote themselves 
to one community project or another are adding 
value to their education by synthesizing the classroom 
experience with issues they care about in the real world, 
he says.

“I think it is true there is something—a God-sized hole—
in people. People are desperate for meaning. They are 
aware the world they are living in is in crisis,” Tennyson 
says. Students want to make sense of and repair it “and 
our offi ce is where they get connected to that world.”

Often, he says, the person who is changed through 
hands-on service turns out to be the Rhodes student.

The search for meaningful service—or at least his 
defi nition of it—led Jeremy Herman ’13, a Bonner 
Scholar and a Christine Barham Caruthers Service 
Scholar from Ringgold, GA, down several paths. He 
served as a MIFA (Metropolitan Inter-Faith Association) 
handyman, a Crisis Center mentor and an emergency 
services assistant for the Memphis Chapter of the 
American Red Cross. But he found none of these stirred 
his passion.

Today, Herman believes he is closer to fi nding out what 

Madeline Patterson ’12 with Memphis Mayor AC Wharton at City Hall
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defi nes “meaningful service” for him. He is working 
with the Mid-South Peace and Justice Center and has 
discovered a passion for urban advocacy.

“You live in the city; you should care about its 
neighborhoods,” he says. Herman, who grew up in a 
small town, is the fi rst person in his family to attend 
college. Memphis, he says, has opened his eyes. “The 
city has become a home for me.”

For some students life in the city is a shock—many of 
them hadn’t seen real poverty or met anyone who is in 
great need. Volunteer service is a lesson in reality.

“The world is largely nonwhite and poor. Whatever 
you’re going to be you need to know how to relate to 
a wide range of people,” says Tennyson. As he travels 
around meeting Rhodes alumni, he’s discovered that 
those with lots of volunteer hours in their college life 

have one thing in common: “They are savvy. They 
navigate the world as knowledgeable travelers.”

The knowledge gained from service is part of the 
reason almost 85% of Rhodes students participate 
in community service projects. This year Rhodes 
once again ranked number one on Newsweek’s “Most 
Service-Oriented” list of schools. And when the 
White House challenged college campuses to bring 
Americans from often hostile religious groups together 
through community service, Rhodes applied and 
joined about 300 colleges and universities around the 
country.

One result of that challenge was the fall 9-11 Artistic 
Board Up in North Memphis. More than 30 Rhodes 
students from different faiths worked through MIFA 
to board up vacant buildings on Kney Street. Later 
the same group will create artwork on the boards to 

Memphis Mayor AC Wharton (third from left, front row) joins Rhodes students for the 9/11 Artistic Board Up
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beautify the neighborhood in the 
hope of cutting down on crime and 
improving property values. Muslim, 
Jewish and Christian students came 
together in common purpose and, 
as one student said, discovered they 
were more alike than they thought.

“Service is part of learning, of seeing 
what other people are like,” says 
Madeline Patterson ’12, a senior 
from the affl uent Indianapolis 
suburb of Carmel, IN, and the 
recipient of the Stanley Joseph 
and Mertie Willigar Buckman 
Scholarship. Patterson, who has 
been involved in several volunteer 
projects, served an internship in 
Memphis City Hall and developed 
the One Memphis plan to connect 
nonprofi ts and guide volunteers 
to areas where they could have a 
lasting impact.

Among the fi rst things she learned 
is that “when governments cut 
back, nonprofi ts pick up.” By the 
time her internship ended Patterson 
realized everyone at City Hall was 
too busy to carry out the plan she 
created—so she is doing it herself 
as a volunteer.

“My mom keeps asking why I’m 
still working there,” she says with a 
laugh.

The second thing Patterson 
learned is that trying to organize 
volunteerism in Memphis is like 
trying to herd cats. “Memphis has 
more nonprofi ts than any other city 
its size,” she says, adding, “it became 
political so fast. Everyone is trying 
to make a difference, but often it 
can be their way or the highway.”
She managed to navigate around 
some people’s skepticism to create 

Liz Karolczuck ’14 at The MED
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One Memphis. And that was 
exactly the kind of real-world 
experience Patterson was looking 
for—it was “handed right to me on 
a silver platter.”

Rhodes students are plugged 
into every phase of Memphis 
life, Patterson says. “They are 
everywhere and they are resources 
nonprofi ts use.” Students do 
research and other jobs the 
nonprofi ts just don’t have time 
or resources to do. She worked 
with one Rhodes student who 
researched the feasibility of 
charging for Memphis trash 
pickup based on weight of trash 
(the student’s work concluded it 
wasn’t a good idea for Memphis). 
Another helped reconcile various 
building and other codes that were 
on the books with those listed 
on the website—often the codes 
listed on the web were outdated. 
Some students interested in green 
projects work at Shelby Farms 
(Memphis’ 4,500-acre urban park) 
and have planted community 
gardens. Still others work at 
community development centers 
where nonprofi ts have little money 
to get things done.

“Rhodes students get meaningful 
experiences,” Patterson confi rms.

Happily, they aren’t the only ones 
who benefi t from service. So do the 
people of Memphis—a fact that 
draws praise from Memphis City 
Hall to the White House.

“Rhodes College has been a 
fantastic partner in this work 
through its numerous contributions 
of time and energy to so many 
worthwhile local charities and civic 

Ashley Newman ’13 with blankets for the homeless in downtown Memphis
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causes,” says Memphis Mayor AC Wharton. “The 
administration, faculty and students of Rhodes share 
my conviction that we will make our great city even 
greater as more and more people invest in themselves 
and in each other. I am so grateful for all that they do 
in our community.”

The notion of service allowing students to discover 
what they share with people rather than how they are 
different becomes a theme echoed by many Rhodes 
volunteers no matter where they work. And students 
discover that each person has something valuable to 
contribute.

“Serving in Memphis, I get a better understanding 
of humanity—including my own,” says Liz 
Karolczuck’14, a Bonner Scholar from outside 
Chicago who has volunteered for the last year and 
half in labor and delivery at The MED, the Regional 
Medical Center, Memphis’ public hospital.

Ashley Newman ’13, a Bonner Scholar from Atlanta 
who helped raise enough money and donations last 
year to hand out 2,400 blankets to the homeless 
through Manna House, a “living room in Midtown 
for people from the streets,” and the Memphis Family 
Shelter, added that she learns something from the 
attitude of those she serves.

“The homeless people I meet at Manna House are so 
happy. They teach me so much—they give me a real 
perspective on life,” Newman says.

On the other hand, both young women say, 
appreciating the different lifestyles in the world does 
not mean ignoring the needs they see.

For Karolczuck, working at The MED showed her a 
world different from the one in which she grew up. 
At The MED she takes information from expectant 
mothers, holds their hand while they are awaiting 
delivery and offers a strong shoulder for them to lean 
on. Most of them, she says, are only teenagers. Often, 
Karolczuck is the only support these young mothers 
have at this critical time in their lives.

Karolczuck had volunteered in Centegra Health 
Center in Woodstock, IL, near her home. She 

says the differences between her predominantly 
underprivileged patients in Memphis and those she 
met at Centegra are striking. She says the young 
women she now meets lack education—not just about 
sex and birth and delivery but about life in general. 
She has learned to be nonjudgmental.

The MED patients “have different lifestyles and 
environmental factors that they grew up with. Many 
are coming from broken homes—I can see cycles of 
family (poverty) situations that they were born into. 
These women don’t expect to go to college. Their 
environment doesn’t expect that of them so they don’t 
expect it of themselves,” she says. Talking to these 
young patients opened her eyes to a big need.

Newman understands what Karolczuck is talking 
about when she mentions the need for education. At 
the Memphis Center for Reproductive Health this 
year Newman spends her volunteer time as a patient 
advocate helping the women who come into the center 
fi ll out paperwork and feel comfortable. “Women’s 
health is an interest of mine, actually I’m passionate 
about it. The center has an incredible nurturing 
environment—it’s about education and that’s what 
people lack.”

One of Newman’s jobs at the center involves putting 
together safe sex packets. Through her volunteer work 
there and at Jacob’s Ladder Community Development 
Corp., a nonprofi t devoted to community 
revitalization, Newman says she sees a real need for 
reproductive health education. “There is a horrible 
cycle of children raising children,” she says.

Bonner Scholar Kondwani Banda ’13 of Zambia is 
focusing on education too—he wants to expand the 
horizons of high school students in Memphis. “They 
only see Memphis, they don’t see anything else. 
They don’t see the world beyond,” Banda says. He 
is working with the Children’s Radio Foundation in 
South Africa to create audio “letters” from Memphis 
teens to audio pen pals in Africa. At home, he 
says, everyone in Africa listens to the radio. He is 
recruiting Memphis teens from the Rhodes Shasta 
Central community center north of campus to pair 
with Rhodes students. They will use Rhodes radio 
station equipment—and any equipment Banda can 
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get donated from local radio stations—to create audio 
fi le “letters” that can be emailed to the Children’s 
Radio Foundation. There, a young African teenager 
will hear the letter and respond in an audio fi le.

Banda is also planning to create radio spots to 
highlight life in the city using Memphis teens and 
Rhodes students.

Through the audio exchange and the radio spots, he 
hopes to engage local youngsters in an international 
dialogue. “They will see that people face problems 
similar to their own, and perhaps they will appreciate 
what they have. Once they hear other people’s 
stories they will look at their stories and their lives 
differently.”

“Rhodes students are willing to dig in and get their 
hands dirty to get things done, to make a difference,” 
says Newman.

There are some college students who grow up in the 
world, become cynical and say they can’t make a 
difference, that any collective effort to improve the 
world has been a failure, says Tennyson. But this 
isn’t the view of Rhodes students deeply involved in 
volunteerism. Their world is different. “There is real 
change going on in the world and they can be a part 
of it,” he says.

Patterson takes a more personal view. “Everyone needs 
help, they just need a different kind of help than I do.” 

Kondwani Banda ’13 on campus
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Downtown Club at the Madison Hotel rooftop

MEMPHIS CHAPTER
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Bill Short ’71 holds forth in the “Monkey Business” video

By Jill Johnson Piper ’80
President, East Memphis Club of the Memphis Chapter

M
uch as Londoners who live 
within the sound of the bells 
of St.-Mary-Le-Bow Church 
can consider themselves true 
Cockneys, Rhodes people who 
drive by campus and hear the bell 

in Halliburton Tower know they are members in good 
standing of the Rhodes Chapter of Memphis.

Thanks to recent efforts by members of the the Alumni 
Relations Offi ce and a team of nearby enthusiasts, it is 
now easier for truly local Lynxcats to fi nd each other 
and get together.

With more than 3,000 Rhodes alumni and parents 
in the Memphis area, logic would suggest that the 
Memphis Chapter would be the epicenter of alumni 
activity, and yet post-millennial chapters started in 
more than a dozen cities before the college’s own.

However, backward glancing was not the mission of a 
focus group assembled in summer 2010 to determine 
the best way to jump-start the alumni presence in 
Memphis. With deductive powers rivaling those of 
Sherlock Holmes, the group of about 25 discovered that 
when Memphis alumni feel the need to connect with 
the college, they make plans with an established group 
of friends, take in a basketball game or see a show at 
McCoy Theatre. Paradoxically, because it is so easy to 
be near Rhodes, Memphis folks have not had to be as 
intentional about fi nding each other as those in, say, 
Washington or Dallas.

From the gathering that summer was born the concept 
of four Clubs corresponding to the geography of 
the city, Downtown, Midtown, East Memphis and 
Germantown/Collierville. Each Club had the following 
marching orders: plan one event a year open to all 
alumni and parents in Memphis, and another, more 
intimate event for alumni in the Club’s immediate 
neighborhood. In addition to the four neighborhood 
Clubs, the Memphis Chapter acts as an advisory council 
and clearinghouse.

The focus group discovered that Memphians also 
want a little learning (not so much that they have to 
write a paper about it) with their socializing. At most 
events, one of the Rhodes faculty speaks briefl y on the 
exhibit or venue that provides the theme of the party. 
All Memphis Chapter events are open to the college 
community, regardless of the ZIP code of the host Club.

To inaugurate the demographic concept, the East 
Memphis Club hosted the fi rst gathering at 1034 
Audubon Drive, the home owned by Elvis Presley in 
1956-57. On a broiling August night in 2010, more than 
200 people packed the low-slung ranch house, furnished 
with period pieces contemporary with Elvis’ early fame: 
kidney-shaped coffee table, turquoise sectional sofa, 
blonde wood dining room furniture, red leather bar 
stools. Dr. John Bass, director of Rhodes’ Mike Curb 
Institute for Music, explained to the gathering the 
infl uence of Elvis on popular culture. The house, which 
Mike Curb purchased in 2006, is part of the Curb 
Institute.

QUARTERED FOR

 FOUR TIMES THE FUN
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Not to be outdone by those east of them, Downtown 
followed up quickly with their own events, including 
cocktails on the rooftop of the Madison Hotel 
overlooking the Mississippi, a holiday gathering and a 
Grizzlies’ NBA playoff party at the trendy downtown 
bistro Automatic Slim’s, across the street from The 
Peabody hotel. Downtown’s co-president, Kate Pera ’75, 
manages the catering division of a group of restaurants; 
thus Slim’s has become an unoffi cial clubhouse for the 
Downtown alums. During the Grizzlies watch party, 
alums from almost every decade showed up. “Several 
people my age arrived fi rst,” Pera says, “and then as 
younger people began to show up, you could just tell 
when they walked in they were connected to Rhodes. It 
was so funny; they just have a certain look.” Co-president 
of the Downtown Club is Megan Andrews Starling ’02, 
senior assistant director of Admission at Rhodes.

Like many of us, Pera says Rhodes gave her the friends 
she made for life, “the people who, no matter what, have 
to take your call.” But the last couple of years, the alumni 
connection has taken on an even deeper signifi cance 
for her. After being downsized from a job in the hotel 
industry at the low point of the recession, she turned to 
the college to regroup. “Rhodes didn’t teach me Job Loss 
101, but after family, Alumni Relations is probably the 
fi rst call I made when I was laid off. Rhodes College is 
the most amazing support group in the world,” Pera says.

Recently she had a chance to “pay it forward” at a career 
networking event hosted by Alumni Relations, during 
which students have an opportunity to develop essential 
networking skills and consult the Rhodes community as 
they search for their next internship or job.

“I think one of the coolest things about being an alum is 
that you no longer take your connection to Rhodes for 
granted,” says Whitney Faust ’10, formerly of Slidell, LA. 
Equipped with a degree in International Business, Faust 
stayed in Memphis after graduation to work as a fi nancial 
analyst for Mercer Capital. “In school there is such a huge 
difference between age groups, but after graduation you 
fi nd yourself connecting with Rhodes people of all ages 
and it’s because you have shared this common experience. 
It’s really a unique form of fellowship.”

Embedded within these social opportunities are the 
enduring values of Rhodes that can be summoned 

Summer send-off 2011 at the home of Bob and Deborah Legg Craddock ’80 
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Admiring photo of Elvis and Gladys at the Elvis Audubon house
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At the 2011 Germantown Charity Horse Show: Front row, left to right—
Cathy Cotham Harris ’84, Amy Doville ’84, Tracy Vezina Patterson ’84, 
Jill Johnson Piper ’80. Top row, left to right—Robin Newcomb Miller ’85, 
Jennifer Frost Stark ’84, Mike Palazzolo ’86

CARSON IRW
IN ’08
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any time there’s a transition in life. “It’s pretty safe to 
say I wouldn’t be where I am today had I not attended 
Rhodes,” Faust says. “It helps to be able to look around 
and see people who are older than you, who came 
from the same place, and are just the most incredible, 
dynamic people. It’s encouraging.”

“Who Shot Rock & Roll,” a photographic exhibit at 
the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, provided the 
venue for the maiden voyage of the Midtown Club, led 
by Hud Andrews ’70. Brooks curator Marina Pacini 
(former director of the Clough-Hanson Gallery on 
campus) discussed the importance of rock ’n’ and roll 
photography as cultural artifact.

The Germantown/Collierville Club chose an equestrian 
venue in June 2011. Neely Draughon ’01, of Off the 
Square Catering, provided a Derby-inspired menu for 
the Germantown Charity Horse Show. Under the red 
and black canopy, classmates from the ’80s to the ’00s 
broke out the festive, wide-brimmed hats.

Mike Palazzolo,’86, banker and president of the 
easternmost Club, says there are more than 500 alumni 
and parents in Germantown and Collierville. “Our 
Club has focused on staying connected to the college 
and building relationships in our own backyard from 
recent graduates to more seasoned alumni. We’ve 
stressed four main priorities: civic stewardship, 
networking, social engagement and student 
recruitment.”

A collection of Impressionist paintings of Jean-Louis 
Forain at the Dixon Gallery and Gardens (again within 
the bailiwick of the East Memphis Club) brought alums 
and parents together for a private tour of the exhibit 
with remarks by visiting art professor Dr. Eliot King.

Our speakers have been very tolerant thus far because 
their remarks are regularly interrupted by squeals of 
recognition by alumni who have lived in the same 
city but literally not laid eyes on one another since 
graduation. “It’s that sensation of, ‘Oh my God, 
it’s you!’” explains Nancy Jordan ’76, a practicing 
psychologist. If these gatherings were just social 
constructs, that would be entertaining enough, but 
being with Rhodes people rekindles a bond that began 
at a formative time in our lives.

“It really does take you back to the time in your life 
when you fi rst leave home, says Jordan. “The people 
who were there when you fi rst started become the 
people who’ve known you your whole adult life. Seeing 
them again brings out that aliveness that was in you 
then. It’s the person who taps you on the shoulder and 
says, ‘Come on out. Let’s play.’”

For most, distinctions about belonging to one’s class 
(1956 or 1996) become less important on the alumni 
side. “It’s astonishing that you have this common 
experience with people you didn’t know back then,” 
Jordan says.

When they moved back to Memphis from Connecticut last 
year for Larry’s job, Libby ’72 and Larry Dorris ’72 were 
quick to reconnect with the Rhodes community. While 
Larry was happy to trade his 90-minute commute to New 
York for a two-minute drive to his offi ce at Regions Bank, 
moving to any new city means an adjustment. The alumni 
network made their move easier, Libby says.

“We have enjoyed reconnecting with good friends from 
the past, but also seeing folks who were not close friends 
during our days at Southwestern. Somehow we now have 
more shared experiences (marriage, parenthood, work, 
travel) and we connect in a different way. We actually have 
more in common now than we did in our college days.”

Technically, the couple live in East Memphis, but they 
Club-hop, as everyone is welcome to do. The borders of 
the four Clubs are highly permeable, and a Collierville-
dweller is always welcome at a Downtown Club event, 
and the line between Midtown and East Memphis 
exists mostly on maps.

Being president of the Midtown Club is one of 
Hud Andrews’ favorite “titles” in a lifetime of 
accomplishments. Andrews considers it a unique 
privilege to live in the same city as his college. “Since 
1966 I have lived within the sound of the bell in 
Halliburton Tower. I hear it when I’m in the yard or in 
the kitchen and it makes me think about my college. 
I’m just a proud Rhodes College graduate who is terribly 
proud of the fact that they wanted me … it would be 
fi ne with me to be buried in Fisher Garden.” 
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From the Alumni Relations Offi ce

Dear Friend

Alumni News

“…kind the fate that links our lives…”

This familiar quote from the 
Rhodes “Alma Mater” was featured 
in the college’s recent holiday email 
message to alumni. It poetically 
references the unique experience that 
we all share as graduates, regardless 
of the year on our diploma.

For most of us, this unique bond 
began as soon as we arrived on 
campus. And it was strengthened 
daily by the life-changing 
connections we made throughout 
our college years. Tracy Vezina Patterson ’84

JU
STIN FOX BU

RKS

The Rhodes bond is equally rooted 
in the shared experience of living in 
Memphis. As with past generations, 
our current students still enjoy long 
walks through Overton Park, dining 
at downtown restaurants, sunsets 
on the river and the myriad other 
sights, sounds and tastes that make 
Memphis unique.

Most important, our students 
benefi t from being active members 
and participants in what makes 
Memphis tick. Internships and 
opportunities to serve abound, 

and education and community 
participation blend to form a well-
rounded college experience that can 
only be found in an institution not 
isolated from the community, but 
an integral part of it.

The Rhodes/Memphis connection is 
made stronger by our alumni, many 
of whom came to Memphis because 
of Rhodes and then made the city 
their home. Every day, Rhodes 
alumni contribute in extraordinary 
ways to Memphis and our alma 
mater. They add to the richness of 
the experiences and opportunities 
made available to our students, and 
for this we are forever grateful.

“…keep lighted in our hearts the 
fl ame...”

Warm regards,

Tracy Vezina Patterson ’84

Nominations Requested

Nominations are requesteed for the following awards to 
be presented at 

Homecoming/Reunion Weekend 
Oct. 19-20:

Distinguished Alumnus/a Award 
Young Alumnus/a of the Year

BSA Distinguished Alumnus/a Award 
Athletic Hall of Fame

Nominations are also being sought for a three-year term of service on 
the Alumni Association Executive Board. Individuals may nominate 

themselves for board membership.

Nominations must be received by Friday, March 9, 2012

Use the electronic form at rhodes.edu/alumni2951.asp
or e-mail alumni@rhodes.edu or mail to:

Tracy Patterson, Alumni Relations Offi ce, Rhodes College, 
2000 N. Parkway, Memphis, TN 38112
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Rhodes College
Alumni Association

President
Charlie Kinslow ’72

Little Rock, AR

1948
Memphis attorney 

Freeman Marr was inducted 
into the Memphis Amateur 
Sports Hall of Fame at its 
annual banquet Dec. 5, 2011. 
Freeman, already a member 
of the Rhodes Athletic 
Hall of Fame, was a track 
standout in college, setting 
a national collegiate record 
in the pentathlon during his 
senior year. From 1956-67 
he served as the volunteer 
head men’s track coach, and 
in 1978, started the college’s 
fi rst women’s track team.

1950
Reporters: Ann DeWar 
Blecken
6406 Pine Circle
Memphis, TN 38115
901-797-2024
Jim Williamson
733 University St.
Memphis, TN 38107
901-276-3989

1952
60th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 19-20
Reporter: Ann Rollow Ross
ar991@bellsouth.net

1953
Betty Shaw and her 

husband Bob are winners 
of the Andrus Award, the 
most prestigious community 
service award given by AARP 
Michigan. 

1957
55th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 19-20
Reporters: Eric Mount
trulyanderic@earthlink.net
George Morris
drgeo@gate.net

1958
Reporter: Lorraine 
Rayburn Abernathy
30 Willway Ave.
Richmond, VA 23226
804-353-4202
labernathy04@comcast.net

First, let us congratulate 
the Class of ’57 on their long, 
newsy article in the fall issue 
of Rhodes. Eric Mount and 
George Morris did a superb 
job of canvassing classmates 
about what’s going on in 
their lives. We had lots of 
friends in that class, and it’s 
terrifi c to have word of them.

We received word that a 
book Bob Booth co-authored, 
Good People/Bad Credit, has 
just been published by Sanai 
Publishing of Sonoma, CA, 
and has won a Pinnacle 
Book Achievement Award 
in the Best Self-Help Book 
Category. The award is given 
by the North American 
Bookdealers Exchange. 
The publisher says it’s “a 
timely book that answers 
the question, ‘Why do 
some people with high 
incomes and good jobs have 
bad credit scores?’” Bob 
collaborated with Dr. Ed 
Morler and David Wayne 
Brown on the book “to 
explain the credit score 
revolution, how some 
personalities are at greater 
fi nancial risk than others, 
and what people need to 
know—about external 
economic factors and 
internal personality drives—
to keep from falling into 
credit problems.”

Robert Neil Templeton 
and wife Karen, in Virginia 
Beach, took a mystery trip 

Class Notes

The charitable gift annuity is an increasingly popular 
way to make a planned gift to Rhodes while enjoying 
fi xed income for life and possible tax benefi ts. In 
exchange for a contribution of $10,000 or more, in 
cash or appreciated stock, Rhodes can offer you a fi xed 
annual payment for life, based on your contribution, 
your age and the current annuity rates established by 
the American Council on Gift Annuities.

The amount of your lifetime annual payment is 
determined at the time the charitable gift annuity is 
funded. Your annual payment will never change and 
will continue regardless of how long you live.

Age     Annuity Rate
70 .............................5.1%
75 .............................5.8%
80 .............................6.8%
85 .............................7.8%
90 & over ...................9.0%

You may establish a charitable gift annuity for you 
and your spouse or any other loved one, but the 
annuity rates will be slightly lower for two people. For 
additional information, please contact:

The Rhodes College Offi ce of Development
901-843-3850

rhodes.edu/plannedgiving

The
Charitable
Annuity: 
The Gift 
That Keeps 
Giving
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in October and ended up 
viewing the brilliant colors 
of the fall in West Virginia, 
and having a special lunch 
at The Greenbrier. In 
November, Temp and his 
son took two grandsons (6 
and 9) on an all-male trip 
to Washington, DC. They 
toured the White House, 
spent two days at the 
Smithsonian museums and 
took in a Redskins football 
game. A wonderful trip 
making memories for those 
youngsters.

Grandchildren also 
played a role in Sam Cole 
and wife Merrill Ann’s July 
vacation in the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park. 
They rented a large cabin 
for their family in the park a 
mile or so from Gatlinburg. 
Sam said, “It was truly a 
beautiful location with a 
sparkling little stream that 
came by our cabin. Deer 
and black bears were quite 
plentiful, too! One mother 
bear and her two cubs came 
by our cabin many times 
during the day to feast on 
the many berry bushes 
located there. There is also 
nothing to compare with 
reading a bedtime story 
to your grandson during 
many beautiful evenings in 
mountain country. Times 
like that really get you 
through the year!”

Nancy Carter Burnidge 
from Elgin, IL, found 
herself in Golden, CO, in 
November awaiting the 
arrival of a grandchild. 

“What could be more exciting 
than that?” she asked and 
then added, “Other than 
that I’ll just report the other 
best news which is that I’ve 
had a happy, healthy year. 
And I hope all our classmates 
have, too. I love reading all 
the news.”

Also fi nding themselves 
in the mountains, of West 
Virginia this time, were 
Kip and Louis Zbinden, 
getting together with ageless 

(Kip’s description) Union 
Seminary chums, which 
include Hervey and Sam 
Martin ’59 and Ed Stock ’59. 
After leaving Pipestem, WV, 
the Zbindens headed for 
Charlotte, NC, to spend a 
few days with son Louis IV 
and family. Thanksgiving 
was to be a family get-
together in Helotes, TX.

Superlawyers, a legal 
magazine, did a feature 
article on Mike Cody, titled 

“The Amazing Career of 
Michael Cody.” The sub-
head states, “From guiding 
billion-dollar public utility 
arbitrations to indicting the 
governor to representing 
Martin Luther King Jr., 
the Memphis attorney has 
done it all.” It’s an excellent 
article, which spotlights his 
early career at Rhodes. In 
addition, Mike was inducted 
into the Memphis Amateur 
Sports Hall of Fame at its 
annual banquet Dec. 5, 
2011. Already a member of 
the Rhodes Athletic Hall of 
Fame, Mike was a runner 
during his college days.

Jane Dean Sohm, who lives 
in Memphis and attends 
Evergreen Presbyterian 
across the street from the 
campus, says that the trees 
we all remember were 
particularly beautiful this 
year, bringing to mind 
cherished friends and 
professors we knew at 
Rhodes.

It was good to hear from 
you. Do let us know about 
your activities.

1959
Reporter: Sara Jean 
(Shiney) Jackson
4000 Purdue St., #149
Houston, TX 77005
713/748-4025
sjj1022@earthlink.net

Kudos to the class of ’59. 
Thanks to Mike Lupfer’s 
eagle eye in spotting this 
statistic in the recent Rhodes 
alumni giving report: A 

higher percentage (66%) 
of the members of the class 
of 1959 contributed to the 
Annual Fund than any 
class that has graduated in 
the past 60 years! That’s 
noteworthy and certainly 
merits highlighting in 
this issue of Class Notes. 
Congrats to all of us! (See 
Rhodes, vol. 18, #3, p. 45.)

Other news: Bates 
Peacock and Ed Toone 
spent Christmas and New 
Year holidays in Costa 
Rica visiting with son and 
daughter-in-law Edwin 
and Amanda, who live in 
Barcelona, Spain, where he 
is working on a postgrad 
degree in photography, 
teaching English and 
working for a social network 
called “Street Matching.” 
Oldest grandson, Noah, 
began middle school this 
year, plays guitar and is on 
the soccer team. Ben (10) 
is at a charter school for 
the arts in Winston-Salem. 
Bates writes that she “still 
paints, but the economy is 
so bad, nothing is selling.” I 
can vouch for the beauty of 
Bates’ art.

Ed Stock attended 
a conclave of Union 
Presbyterian Seminary 
classmates at Pipestem 
Resort State Park in West 
Virginia along with Sam and 
Hervey Doughton Martin ’58.

A gathering of Dick ’58 
and Nancy Crais, J.L. and 
Jane Jerden and Larry and 
Day Kennon was held at 
Dick’s home in Monteagle, 
TN. Ed describes a beautiful 
retreat center and wonderful 
autumn foliage and lots of 
fun and good times.

San Andrews and Bill 
Robertson celebrated 
the birth of a grandchild, 
bringing the total to nine, 3 
girls and 6 boys.

On a personal note, I 
enjoy spending parts of the 
year in Rhodes’ “Montreat 
alumni center.” Viewed 
frequently or occasionally 

are Sissy Rasberry Jones, 
Bob Welsh, Mary Farish 
Sharp, Eric ’57 and Truly 
Brown Mount, Marcia 
Wooton Barstow ’61, 
Charlotte Frist Chesnutt ’60, 
Billy ’57 and Sue McLean 
’58 and many family folks, 
including Susan McLean 
Haws ’85, Amanda Murray 
Hofstetter ’92, Lydia Murray 
Holland ’03, Nancy Jackson 
Williamson ’66, Paul Jackson 
’62, Patsy Jackson Murray 
Peay ’69. A nice group of 
folks!

1960
Reporter: Kim Baxter 
Henley
kbaxhen@comcast.net
427 Colonial Rd.
Memphis, TN 38117
901-761-1443

1961
Reporter: George Awsumb
wawsumb@gmail.com

When I went to our 50th 
class reunion at Rhodes in 
October, I was amazed at 
the differences on campus 
but also gratifi ed by how 
the school has maintained 
its goals of scholarship 
and community service. 
According to a recent 
Newsweek poll, Rhodes 
leads the nation’s colleges 
in service to the outside 
community. The reunion 
was enjoyable and we were 
able to talk to folks we 
hadn’t seen in years, some in 
50 years. Our turnout was 
not great, but it was solid. If 
you didn’t make it, I hope 
you will come next year. It 
is defi nitely a worthwhile 
event. In the meantime, I 
encourage you to send news 
of you and your family 
for the Rhodes magazine. 
Class members really enjoy 
keeping up with each other!

Harvey Jenkins was sorry 
to have missed our 50th 
reunion. “I had planned 
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to come, but Johanna and 
her cancer treatments took 
precedence. One bright 
spot in an otherwise tough 
year—I bought a Seafrost 
Green 2004 Jaguar XJ8 in 
great condition, with only 
41,915 miles. According 
to the service manual I 
found in the glove box after 
purchasing the vehicle, the 
original owner was Naomi 
Judd. Fun, fun, fun!”

1962
50th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 19-20

1963
Charlie Rich
gsrcar@sbcglobal.net

1964
Reporter: Mary Lou Quinn 
McMillin
320 Ohio Ave.
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
maryloumc1@comcast.net

May this Winter edition of 
Rhodes afford you a moment 
to “settle down” with a 
warm cup of chocolate, 
tea, coffee and catch up on 
exciting things happening at 
Rhodes and the lives of our 
fellow classmates. I owe an 
apology to the 60-something 
of you for whom I do not 
have email addresses. A 
computer glitch kept me 
from printing off the labels 
for the usual postcard that 
you receive. By the time I 
realized it “wasn’t going to 
happen,” I didn’t have time 
to hand address them and 
get them to you with time 
for you to respond. (Note: a 
good reason to send me your 
email address!) Save your 
news and let us hear from 
you in the spring!

Scott Hallford sent 
greetings: “Just a short note 
from the Lynx Jacksonville 
chapter where Joe Howell 
and I get together regularly 

to drop a line in nearby 
fi shing holes or sample some 
fried shrimp at Singletons or 
Osteens. You may remember 
Jerry Dawkins, a Bartlett 
Bomber, who attended SW 
for a year. He joined Joe and 
me to do some fi shing on 
the Intracoastal Waterway 
south of here near Palm 
Coast. When the smoke 
cleared we had caught and 
thrown back some 50 pin 
fi sh, croakers, pig fi sh, spot 
and other ‘giants,’ including 
two stingrays. A good time 
was had by all, except maybe 
the fi sh.”

With encouragement from 
Scott, Joe Howell wrote that 
he and Judy ’65 now have 
a fourth grandchild. Eden 
Kelsey Howell was born in 
June in Jacksonville. “We 
recently had all four here in 
town where we spent a lot 
of time at the beach. In late 
July, we took a quick trip to 
Memphis where we enjoyed 
a lovely dinner with Joe and 
Irene Dycus ’65, Joe ’63 and 
Lee Duncan ’73 and Charlie 
’63 and Janie McCrary ’65 
at the McCrary’s beautiful 
home. Lots of fun hearing 
Rhodes stories and passing 
around photos made a long 
time ago! Also, in August, 
Judy met Anne Sarber in 
Savannah for lunch and an 
afternoon of shopping. We 
are both now retired but 
stay just busy enough. Judy 
still does ‘on call’ work for 
her former company and I 
am doing volunteer work for 
Second Harvest of North 
Florida, our local 18-county 
food bank.”

K.C. Ptomey sent a 
“Howdy” from Texas with 
the assurance that life goes 
on, and the added comment 
that he continues to enjoy 
teaching and is very glad 
cooler weather has fi nally 
arrived in Austin!

From Sharon Lupfer Nardo 
we hear, “I was really sad 
to hear of the passing of 
Bill Taylor ’63. He set my 

husband, Mickey Nardo, 
and me up on a blind date 
in early ’65. We celebrated 
our 45th anniversary in 
June. Since retirement, we’ve 
lived in the mountains of 
Georgia, about an hour 
north of Atlanta. We made 
a deal that if I’d move here 
from in-town Atlanta he’d 
travel with me anywhere I 
wanted to go. This year we 
spent three weeks in Hawaii, 
including one week with 
friends on Kauai, then the 
next two weeks on Maui, 
Oahu and the Big Island 
of Hawaii. In May, I got 
hearing aids to further 
enhance my transformation 
to a totally robotic person, 
having already replaced my 
knees. Isn’t it grand how 
they can keep putting us 
back together? My brother 
Mike Lupfer ’59 and sister-
in-law were here for a visit 
in mid-November, then we 
traveled to Raleigh, NC, 
for Thanksgiving and to 
hear our daughter sing 
solos in the NC Master 
Chorale’s performance 
of the “Messiah.” We’re 
both continuing various 
volunteer jobs and loving 
retirement! BTW, if anyone 
else is planning to hike the 
Appalachian Trail southern 
end, the beginning is about 
10 miles from our house. Let 
us know.”

Ed Miller writes, “Not a lot 
to tell, Mary Lou. My oldest 
grandson, Will Murphy ’15, 
started at Rhodes this fall 
to do his pre-med studies. 
His mom, my oldest child 
Melia, is a 1988 Rhodes 
graduate so we fi nally have 
three generations attending 
Rhodes. My wife Liz and 
I will celebrate our 25th 
anniversary early next year 
with a short Caribbean 
cruise and later in the 
spring, a two-week trip to 
Spain. We still spend time 
as hospice volunteers as well 
as cooking once a month at 
the men’s homeless shelter in 

Hot Springs. Sorry I missed 
the last reunion but will try 
extra hard to make the 50th.”

Challace and I had 
a delightful visit with 
Eleanor and Tom Geiger in 
early November. We met 
in Edinburgh, VA, where 
Tom is digging through 
genealogical records to fi nd 
some of Eleanor’s ancestors. 
They are “snowbirds” and 
spend their winters in 
Tucson, AZ. Eleanor and 
Tom have enjoyed keeping in 
touch with Liz Currie when 
in Dallas visiting their son 
and his family.

In this winter season 
when much of life lies 
dormant, I am reminded 
of this anonymous quote: 

“Happiness held is a seed. 
Happiness shared is the 
fl ower.” We look forward to 
sharing the “fl owers” of our 
lives … that come with the 
approaching spring.

1965
Reporter: Virginia Lowry 
Ives
ivesvirginia@gmail.com

Judy Willett McGuire 
is back in Memphis after 
retiring from caring for Ryan 
White patients at Grady 
Hospital in Atlanta for 14 
years and having taught 
dental and medical students 
on eight campuses since 
1969. “My two wonderful 
sons are in San Francisco 
and Charlotte and I have 
three terrifi c grandchildren. 
Dan, his daughter, and I 
live on Tutwiler, one house 
away from the Rhodes 
Campus Safety offi ce. We’re 
remodeling the Tudor next 
door, a lifetime project. 
Volunteers who’d like stress 
relief by hammering down 
plaster walls will be provided 
with sledge hammers, dust 
masks, beverages and lots of 
laughs. My life continues to 
be a fascinating adventure. 
Join me on the journey: 
Drop in or email. I enjoy 
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hearing from old friends and 
welcome new ones. (I feel 
Dan Ross looking over this 
and noting it as both trite 
and redundant. My defenses 
are that it’s just an outline 
not an essay, that I need 
practice, and that I always 
invite his edits.)”

Jack Donelson and 
his wife, Teresa, recently 
attended his 50th East High 
School Reunion in Memphis 
and visited Rhodes. “The 
campus is as lovely as ever. It 
gave me a great preparation 
for my medical career. I 
practiced ob-gyn in Bowling 
Green, KY, until I retired. 
We now have two children 
and fi ve grandchildren—our 
greatest assets. Hello to all.”

In April, Jim and Teri 
Tidwell Hornberger fl ew 
back to Memphis for Teri’s 
50th class reunion at White 
Station High School and 
saw some of her Rhodes 
classmates: Jimmy and Linda 
Couch, Jim Houston, Karen 
Hardy Bell, Margo English 
Raiford and Flo Blake 
Seger, to name a few. She 
says, “Everyone looks great, 
even after 50 years! Hope 
to see all of my Rhodes 
classmates at our next one, 
the big 50!” In August, Teri 
and Jim celebrated their 
30th wedding anniversary 
in Maui, a “perfect” second 
honeymoon, staying at 
the same hotel as on their 
honeymoon. It was so special, 
they listen to Hawaiian 
music at home every day 
and plan to go back next 
year. Other good news is 
that Jim’s daughter, Susanne, 
recently moved from LA to 
Portland, OR, which means 
that she is close enough for 
a one-day drive. Teri and a 
friend, another professional 
artist, started a face painting 
business a year ago in 
September, and it is growing. 
They did two county fairs in 
September, three- and four-
day stretches with long hours. 
In October, they painted 

faces at the University of 
Idaho homecoming game, 
the local harvest carnival, 
birthday parties, church 
turkey dinners, the local 
haunted house, and of 
course Halloween. They 
have added balloon twisting 
to their talents. Look for 
some photos on Facebook.

1966
Reporter: Sammy Primm 
Marshall
sammyannmarshall@
gmail.com

Rick Thomas was recently 
elected 2012 president 
of Friendship Force of 
Memphis, an organization 
devoted to the promotion of 
crosscultural understanding. 
In October he coordinated 
a visit by a dozen Russian 
physicians who toured 
Memphis health care 
facilities and met with local 
health professionals.

We had a beautiful 
weekend for the reunion 
and we missed those of 
you who weren’t able to 
be there. The weather was 
beautiful! The campus looks 
great and it was so much 
fun to visit with friends and 
catch up a little on what 
is going on with everyone. 
Our reunion is always made 
great by those who come, 
but especially by those who 
put out some extra effort to 
make it fun. A big thank-
you to our committee for 
making phone calls and 
sending e mails to encourage 
attendance.

Once again Joanna and 
Dennis Higdon opened 
their home to our class for a 
great Saturday night party! I 
think they deserve a prize for 
hosting it so many times (7 
or 8 times I think). The food 
was delicious and Joanna 
arranged beautiful fl owers 
for the table and around her 
home. Tommy Cheairs was 
kind to provide music for 
our entertainment. He has 

done this for us for more 
reunions than I can count.

The weather was perfect 
and some of us enjoyed 
sitting outside. I did notice 
that we did more sitting 
than dancing this reunion! 
Ginny Taylor Gannaway 
and her husband, George, 
donated some bottles of 
Tallulah wine. Ginny’s 
son, Mike Drash ’91, is a 
winemaker and produces 
wine under the Tallulah 
label.

Classmates came from 
Minnesota, Massachusetts, 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, 
Georgia, Kentucky and 
Florida to name a few. We 
had good attendance at the 
party on Saturday night, 
most of whom are named 
below (forgive me if I’ve 
left out anyone): Carole 
Montgomery, Isabell Van 
Merlin, Bob Wild, Charlie 
Bagley, Nancy Williamson, 
Larrie Del and Joe Martin, 
Vern McCarty, Ginny and 
George Gannaway, Ray and 
Kathy Bye, Suzie Cohan, 
Kay and Bill Allen, Tommy 
and Dana Brooks, Butch 
Lightsey, Bill Brooks, Susan 
and Tommy Cheairs, Joanna 
and Dennis Higdon, Sammy 
Ann and Mike Marshall, 
Carol and Tom White ’62, 
Dixie and Bob Johnson, 
Mary Edith ’65 and George 
Walker, Martha Shepard, 
Lynn Ward, Mary and Keith 
Rogers, Duane and Sandie 
Mills, Jim and Jane Durham, 
Bill ’67 and Noni Buchanan 
’68. We saw other friends 
like Mike Utley on Friday 
night and there were more 
friends from other classes 
who visited with many of 
us during the activities on 
Saturday.

This doesn’t begin to fi ll you 
in on the great conversations 
about the past, present and 
future that took place or 
the pleasure of renewing 
friendships so ... if you weren’t 
able to come this time, plan to 
come to our 50th!

1967
45th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 19-20
Reporter: Jeanne Hope 
Jacobs Buckner
Box 345
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
jhbuckner@aol.com

Hi, everyone. Mark your 
calendars now for our 45th 
reunion coming up in 2012. 
We must all be older than 
dirt! A reunion committee 
has been solicited, so get 
in touch with one of us 
if you have any ideas or 
requests for the weekend. 
Reunion committee—and 
what a group it is: David 
Blankenship, Jeanne Hope 
Buckner, K.E. Boyd, Bill 
Buchanan, Janie Baxter 
Carloss, Will Edington, 
Robert and Mimi Mehrle, 
Bo Scarborough and Jim 
Durham.

From Ketti McDonald 
Tyree: “My granddaughters 
are already ages 5 and 8. 
Where has the time fl own? 
I have had a few great trips 
this year—to Colorado 
Springs and the Broadmoor 
Hotel; Orlando and the 
Hyatt Grand Cypress; Long 
Boat Key, FL, with family; 
an all expense paid trip to St. 
Petersburg Beach, FL, at the 
Hotel Don CeSar; and on 
Nov. 8, the Opryland Hotel 
in Nashville. These hotels are 
all fabulous—but the most 
beautiful (and largest) was 
The Broadmoor. The best 
trip was the one to the Hotel 
Don CeSar. I loved being 
wined and dined! We even 
had breakfast one morning 
on a sailboat. That was my 
second time on a sailboat 
and I really enjoyed it. My 
son, Greg, left in December 
to serve his country in the 
Middle East. He will be gone 
2 or 3 months. My daughter, 
Kristin (named after Kristin 
Pruitt), is doing great. She 
lives in Leesburg, VA, with 
my two granddaughters and 
her husband and works for a 
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trade association as I do and 
as my parents before me did. 
My dream is to move closer 
to her … but fi rst the house 
I have lived in for 35 years 
needs to be shoveled out. I’m 
working on it but not very 
enthusiastically. I’d rather 
play on the weekends … and 
I do.”

Wayne Shelton and 
his wife Gloria enjoyed 
wonderful Southern 
hospitality from George 
Abraham at his apartment 
in Manhattan. Wayne 
represented Tennessee 
at the annual conference 
of the National Council 
of Juvenile and Family 
Court Judges. He has 
become the longest serving 
juvenile judge in Tennessee. 
George, Wayne and Gloria 
celebrated Gloria’s birthday 
at Carmines. George gave 
Wayne signed copies of his 
most recent book, The Seven 
Deadly Work Sins. George 
added this bit on his visit 
with the Sheltons: “Wayne 
looks terrifi c, and is still as 
nice as they come. He must 
make a terrifi c judge. He 
certainly was a good judge 
when he picked his wife.”

The second edition of 
Barry Boggs’ book, The 
Lazarus Year, came out in 
December 2011.

Gus Breytspraak is 
enjoying his retirement 
from Ottawa University 
and “happily teaching a 
course on the search for 
the historical Jesus at my 
church, presenting a paper at 
the San Francisco meeting 
of the Polanyi Society 
in November, trying to 
master Chopin’s Nocturne 
in C Minor and visiting 
my granddaughter Nell in 
Atlanta and grandson Gus in 
Denver. The Polyani Society 
is a group of scholars who 
are interested in the thought 
of Michael Polanyi, a great 
scientist/philosopher of the 
last century. Most of us used 
his thought in our doctoral 

dissertations. We meet at 
least once a year and discuss 
papers we have written. I 
started piano lessons about 
fi ve years ago.”

Richard Hayley is a retired 
banker, Metairie Bank & 
Trust Co., Metairie, LA.

1968
Reporters: Bob Morris
bmorris68@comcast.net
Drue Thom White
drueboo@aol.com

After 25 of talking about 
it, Jane Mando Meeks has 
fi nally published a book. “In 
truth, retirement called my 
bluff and I had no choice! 
Finding Home is a children’s 
book, though we have found 
that many grown-ups are 
enjoying it too. Finding 
Home was inspired by our 
search for a pet and why 
we came home with TWO, 
rather than one rescue pup. 
Riley, a wheatan terrier 
mix, was two years old and 
had been abandoned by his 
family, and Smidgeon was 
his buddy, a puppy who did 
not have a family. They met 
one stormy night in a shelter 
in South Carolina and have 
been together ever since. 
That part and the ending 
are true events; the rest is 
the stuff of a storyteller. I’ve 
always loved writing, even 
those long papers for Rhodes 
professors that kept me up 
late at night. In my work as 
a school counselor, I found 
that the use of books and 
storytelling was a great way 
to help elementary kids 
work through the diffi cult 
times in their lives. The 
sequel to Finding Home is 
rolling around in my head 
and hopefully will come 
together someday.” The book 
is available at online outlets, 

“however for a really good 
deal on a signed copy, order 
through janemeeks@charter.
net.”

Eric Wilson, PGA Master 
Professional and executive 

director of Golf Operations 
for Keiser University College 
of Golf, was honored at the 
South Florida Section PGA 
Hall of Fame Awards Dinner 
in November 2011 as the 
sixth recipient of the PGA/
Special Olympics Conrad 
Rehling National Award 
for contributions to the 
growth of Special Olympics 
golf. Eric has been involved 
with Special Olympics 
golf as a volunteer from its 
formal inception in 1991, 
was a founding member of 
the Special Olympics Golf 
Committee in 1992 and has 
served as its chairman since 
2001. He also developed 
a Special Olympics golf 
training program for 
students at Keiser University 
College of Golf. One of the 
athletes was a gold medal 
winner in the 2011 Special 
Olympics World Games 
Golf Tournament in Greece, 
and the others were all 
medal winners in the 2011 
Florida Special Olympics 
State Golf Tournament.

Louis Pounders attended 
an American Institute 
of Architects Design 
Conference in Japan. He 
visited Tokyo, Nagoya, Gifu 
and Kanazawa, touring both 
new and historic architecture 
in these cities. Japanese 
architects presented many 
of their recent projects and 
he met with Pritzker Prize-
winning architect Fumihiko 
Maki at his Tokyo offi ce.

1970
Reporter: Hud Andrews
hud.andrews@musowls.org

1971
Reporter: Betha Hubbard 
Gill
1365 Yorkshire Dr.
Memphis, TN 38119
901-685-6712
bethagill@hotmail.com

Fred O’Bryant says: 

“The Municipal Band of 
Charlottesville, of which I 
am a member, premiered a 
new composition of mine 
called ‘A Proper Magical 
Spell’ at one of our summer 
concerts.”

1972
40th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 19-20

1973
Reporter: Margaret 
Lawson Headrick
margaretheadrick@
comcast.net

Christina Wellford Scott 
received an Ostrander Award 
from the Memphis theater 
community for Supporting 
Actress (Drama) for her 
role in “Picnic” at Theatre 
Memphis.

Amy Bailey Evans 
continues to serve on the 
Breckenridge Public Arts 
Commission as well as 
teach painting classes in the 
Arts District. Two of her 
paintings received awards 
in Paint the Parks and 
PaintAmerica’s Mini-50 this 
year.

1974
Larry Anderson indeed 

worked on the conservation 
and restoration of the 
Walter Anderson murals 
in the Ocean Springs, 
MS, community center; 
however, neither he nor the 
conservator with whom he 
worked funded the project. 
Rather, it was funded by a 
grant. Rhodes regrets the 
error.

1977
35th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 19-20
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1978

David Johnson of Oak 
Ridge, TN, was elected to 
a two-year term as District 
III trustee on the American 
Association of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgeons 
(AAOMS) Board of Trustees. 
Widely recognized for his 
service on state, regional 
and national AAOMS 
committees, David is a 
fellow of the American 
and International Colleges 
of Dentists, an associate 
professor at the University of 
Tennessee Graduate School 
of Medicine and a member 
of the medical staff of the 
Methodist Medical Center 
of Oak Ridge.

1979
Laura Canon received an 

Ostrander Award from the 
Memphis theater community 
for Set Design for “The 
Robber Bridegroom” at 
McCoy Theatre.

David Jilg received an 
Ostrander for Costumes for 
the McCoy production of 

“The Robber Bridegroom.” 
David also received the 
Jameson Jones Award for 
faculty service at Opening 
Convocation this fall.

1982
30th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 19-20

1983
Reporter: Margot Emery
memery06@gmail.com

John Nisbet writes that 
he took the sermons of his 
grandfather, Noah Julian 
Warren (Rhodes honorary 
doctor of divinity ’47), to 
the Presbyterian Heritage 
Center in Montreat, NC. “I 
would encourage anyone 
with papers, etc., pertaining 
to a Presbyterian minister 
or missionary to contact the 

center. They are creating 
an electronic database 
and WANT these sorts of 
materials. My wife, Diane 
Mount Nisbet, continues to 
enjoy her work as the senior 
law clerk for a Tennessee 
Court of Appeals judge. I 
just celebrated my 10th 
anniversary with the public 
defender’s offi ce in the 13th 
judicial district (Cookeville, 
TN). Our three children are 
growing up fast. Diane and 
I look forward to celebrating 
our 28th wedding 
anniversary in December.”

Russell Patrick Ashford 
lives in Arlington, VA, 
where he is an Asia 
specialist working at 
CENTRA Technology Inc., 
a consulting fi rm based in 
Boston and Arlington. “I 
attended my fi rst Rhodes 
homecoming game in 
decades this fall (solid 
victory for the Lynx!) and 
reconnected with a few old 
friends and coaches. This 
year I’ve been enjoying 
outings in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains.”

Scott Rye was promoted 
to the rank of captain in 
the U.S. Navy Reserve Aug. 
1, 2011. Scott is the reserve 
commanding offi cer of 
Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element and is responsible 
for the headquarters element 
in Norfolk, as well as 
detachments in Norfolk 
and San Diego. In his 
civilian occupation, he is 
the chief operations offi cer 
and a partner at Red Square 
Agency, an advertising 
agency headquartered in 
Mobile, AL.

Leslie Carruth Bindbeutel 
has been enjoying 
reconnecting with Rhodes 
friends via Facebook. Her 
second career as a 4th grade 
English/Language Arts 
teacher has been keeping 
her busy, but is “the best 
job ever.” She has also been 
busy helping her 17-year-old 
daughter navigate the college 

applications minefi eld.

1984
Reporter: Linda Odom
lcodom@comcast.net

1985
Reporter: Jim Golden
jimatphi@hotmail.com

An honor for our class: 
Sally Ann Holmes of 
Houston has received the 
Operation American Heroes 
Foundation Founder’s 
Award. The award honors 
heroes, veterans and fi rst 
responders who have gone 
above the call of duty to 
serve the country and their 
community. Listed as one 
of the best doctors in the 
nation in the fi eld of physical 
medicine and rehabilitation, 
Sally is the Spinal Cord 
Injury Care Line executive at 
the Michael E. DeBakey VA 
Medical Center.

Christy Weir Lehr writes: 
“Once again Jim Golden 
asked me for an update. I 
am thinking he has a ‘hit 
list’ of contacts! Who agrees? 
Being the local, I had the 
pleasure of heading back 
to campus for the class of 
1986 reunion. Since two 
of my dearest friends—
Lesley McPherson Gentry 
’86 and Kim Weeks Smith 
’86—showed up for ours, I 
knew I had to return the 
favor. This year there were 
faces from our class. Dane 
Ciolino led a continuing 
education course for those 
of the legal profession. 
Neal McAtee accompanied 
him (or perhaps Amy 
Hazelwood McAtee ’86 who 
was celebrating her 25th 
reunion). No matter the 
reason, it was great seeing 
classmates!

“Here is the funny thing! 
Rhodes reintroduced the 
Homecoming parade. Each 
Greek and non-Greek 
organization created fl oats 

that were driven through 
the campus, starting at Oak 
Alley. It was amazing to hear 
how many people said, ‘This 
is so cool! Rhodes has never 
had a Homecoming parade.’ 
Really? Who remembers the 
various parades during our 
years on campus? I will say 
that this year’s parade was 
more organized; however, I 
would bet not one car had 
‘memory’ dents as a result of 
the Chi Omega fl oat falling 
off the top of my vehicle. 
That was a fun one to 
explain when I went to trade 
my 1979 Camaro!

“Kim and I went to Huey’s 
and cracked up when a 
member of the class of 1991 
walked in holding his ‘Faces!’ 
I believe Shane Griffi n ’86 
gets the longest commute 
award—from Amsterdam. 
Susan Stribling ’86 wins the 
award for having alternative 
identifi cation to board a 
plane—she lost her driver’s 
license in the parking lot of 
the Atlanta airport

“As usual, at this gathering 
I realized how fortunate 
I was to attend such a 
wonderful school. Yes, the 
education was top-notch, 
but more important, the 
friendships and associations 
are part of who I am today! 
By the way—who still has 
their ‘Faces’ from our four 
years? I would love to get 
a digital copy—before our 
next reunion!”

1987
25th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 19-20
Reporter: Mimi Swords 
Fondren
mimifondren@bellsouth.net

Kathryn Murphy Anderson 
would like us to know that 
there’s a tiny piece of Rhodes 
College in a classroom on 
the second fl oor of a charter 
school in the Hyde Park 
neighborhood of Boston. 

“I teach and serve as an 
administrator at Boston 
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Preparatory Charter Public 
School, where our mission is 
to prepare all our students 
in grades 6-12 for success 
in college. We get students 
excited about college (in 
part) by naming homerooms 
after teachers’ own colleges 
and universities. This year 
the 8th grade homeroom 
I share with two other 
teachers is named Rhodes 
College. (The two other 
8th grade homerooms are 
Brandeis and New Mexico 
State.) Thirty Boston Prep 
8th graders (our class of 
2020, so designated by the 
year they will graduate 
from college) call Rhodes 
College ‘home’ this year. 
Thanks to Lauren Blalock 
Sefton ’03, associate director 
of Admission at Rhodes, 
we have several pennants, 
a T-shirt, and other great 
Rhodes gear decorating 
the walls of our homeroom. 
We decorated (naturally) 
in red and black, and for 
orientation week I devised 
an activity that had students 
using their map-reading 
skills to fi gure out why Ms. 
Anderson and her roommate 
could hear peacocks and 
lions from their Trezevant 
dorm room: ‘You went to 
college near a zoo?!’ I’ve 
always been grateful for 
my time at Rhodes, and 
it’s lovely to feel that I’m 
starting and ending my days 
in a small satellite location, a 
home away from home!”

Charlie Landreth has 
been elected to a four-year 
term on the City Council 
of Brevard, NC. (Congrats, 
Charlie!)

I was honored to be one 
of the fi rst people to hear 
this great news and I am 
so excited to share that our 
very own Katherine Bres 
Ware has been named the 
managing director of Jubilee 
Theatre in Fort Worth, TX! 
(Congrats, Katherine!)

Mark Wells writes: “After 
Rhodes I moved to Atlanta 

to attend Emory Law School. 
After graduating I stayed 
in Atlanta and worked for 
a local fi rm. I started my 
own law fi rm in 1990 and 
married Ann in 1991. We 
have a son, Nate (4) who 
keeps us very busy.”

1988
Reporter: Brooke Glover 
Emery
brookegemery@gmail.com

Heather Habicht Grills 
says, “Having come 
through May 22, 2010’s, 
devastating EF5 tornado in 
Joplin, I’ve decided to quit 
procrastinating and open 
a new art related business. 
Phoenix Fired Art will be 
a teaching clay studio and 
fi red art gallery. We will 
offer classes in ceramics 
(hand building, mosaic, 
wheel throwing, tile and 
sculpture). The gallery will 
carry artworks that are 
created with heat or fl ame: 
ceramics, glass, metal and 
encaustic paintings (hot 
wax). If you are driving 
through Joplin or coming to 
volunteer in the rebuilding 
efforts be sure to drop by.”

1989
Chris Davis received an 

Ostrander Award from the 
Memphis theater community 
for Cameo Role in the 
McCoy Theatre production 
of “The Robber Bridegroom.”

1990
Reporter: Rod White
rodw@white-associates.net

Alice Hendricks Arwood is 
enjoying her fourth year as a 
preschool teacher. “This year, 
I teach music for the whole 
preschool.”

1991
Jeff Jones was recently 

appointed principal of 

Schilling Farms Midde 
School in Collierville, TN, 
after serving as the school’s 
assistant principal for 
the past eight years. The 
appointment coincided with 
his completion of the year-
long Leadership Fellows 
Program sponsored by the 
Center for Urban School 
Leadership at the University 
of Memphis.

1992
20th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 19-20
Reporter: Sara Hawks 
Marecki
saramarecki@sbcglobal.net

Mark your calendars 
now for our 20th reunion 
in October. If you are 
interested in serving on the 
reunion committee, please 
contact Sara Marecki at 
saramarecki@sbcglobal.net.

Kelly Agee says, “I got the 
best Father’s Day gift ever 
when my wife, Lauren, gave 
birth to our fi rst child, Ella 
Lucille, June 19, 2011.”

Lane Southern and Mark 
Whitehead announce the 
birth of Mary Frances 
Whitehead, Aug. 3, 2011. 
She is beautiful and joins 
brother Coleman (8) and 
sister Jana Lane (5). We like 
double name girls around 
here. Sarah Hughes Burns 
lives close and brought 
spaghetti for the troops!

Rob Roebuck is a 
real estate agent with 
RealtySouth in Birmingham. 
His wife, Meg, owns Shoefl y, 
a women’s shoe store in 
Homewood, AL. They have 
two children—daughter 
Dorsey (6) and son Robert 
(3).

Richard Stout has lived 
in Nashville since 1997. He 
is married and has three 
children: twin sons (10) and 
a younger son (7). He is 
senior attorney and director 
of E-Discovery Division for 
Counsel On Call.

Amy Matheny will be 

performing as Claudia Roe 
in the Chicago Premiere 
of “ENRON” at Timeline 
Theatre through April 2012. 
Timeline was recently named 
the Wall Street Journal’s 
Theatre of the Year.

1994
Reporter: Judy.Brown
judy.brown@borax.com

Matt Hardin recently 
accepted a partnership in the 
Nashville, TN, law fi rm of 
Rudy, Wood, Wiinstead & 
Williams, where his practice 
area is plaintiff personal injury.

1995
Reporter: Sarah Sears
sarahsears@live.com

Sarah Sears is now the 
senior director, Membership 
for the Fulbright Association, 
a small nonprofi t dedicated 
to advocating on behalf of 
the Fulbright Scholarship 
program, providing 
programming to Fulbright 
alumni (“Fulbrighters”) and 
visiting Fulbrighters from 
abroad.

Robert and Ashley West 
Mohundro ’98 live in Austin, 
TX, and recently celebrated 
the fi rst birthday of their 
daughter, Maeve Virginia, 
born in September 2010. 
Robert is now a senior 
technology strategist at 
Measured Progress, an 
educational testing company 
based in Dover, NH. Ashley 
is founder/owner of WEST 
MEDIA, a media planning/
strategy fi rm specializing in 
fashion/luxury clients.

1996
Reporter: Jennifer Larson
larson_jennifer@yahoo.
com

1997
15th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 19-20

Darrell Cobbins recently 
received the “Agent of 
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Change” Award from the 
Memphis Urban League 
Young Professionals. The 
award recognizes his 
contributions to the 
community. Darrell is owner 
of Memphis-based Universal 
Commercial Real Estate and 
has served in senior roles 
at the Memphis Regional 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Commercial Advisors and 
on the Rhodes Alumni 
Executive Board.

Amy Hobby Rickard 
helped open the Salvation 
Army Ray and Joan Kroc 
Corps Community Center 
in Augusta, GA, in August 
2011. She is the Family/
Social Service director for 
the Augusta Command, 
overseeing the women’s and 
children’s shelter, social 
services for homeless people 
and the new First Stop 
Family Service center where 
the Salvation Army and a 
dozen partner agencies offer 
social services for housed 
people struggling with 
poverty. Amy and two co-
workers received the Greater 
Augusta chapter of the 
Association of Fundraising 
Professionals’ Outstanding 
Fundraising Professional 
award in November 2011 
for raising $22 million in 
10 months in 2009 to fund 
the Augusta Kroc Center 
endowment and allow 
construction to begin.

1998
Reporter: Amanda Grebe 
Tamburrino
tamburrino@rhodes.edu

Mark and Mandy 
Yarborough Booker 
announce the birth of a 
daughter, Claire Harkins, 
who is kept entertained by 
her siblings Chloe, Savannah 
and Jameson. Mark and 
Mandy have been planting a 
church, Church of the Cross, 
in the heart of Boston for 
the last 2 ½ years.

John ’97 and Jenny 

Clayton Schafer welcomed 
a daughter, Grace Elizabeth, 
May 21, 2011, in Nashville, 
TN. James (2) is a proud big 
brother.

1999
Reporter: Leigh Powell 
Mayfi eld
powla99@gmail.com

Andrea Dellinger Jones 
and her husband, Brent, 
both completed their 
doctorates in May 2011. 
Andrea received a D.M. 
from Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Richmond. 
Brent received a Ph.D. in 
American Religious History 
at the University of Virginia. 
Andrea serves as senior 
pastor at Millbrook Baptist 
Church in Raleigh, NC, and 
is an adjunct professor at 
Duke Divinity School.

Dustin ’01 and Elizabeth 
Hause Burrows welcomed 
their fi rst child, Davis Russel, 
May 11, 2011.

On Oct. 23, 2011, Brett 
and Mary Ann Whitmire 
Bader welcomed Jenna 
Corrine into their family. 
Jenna joins big sister Megan 
(3).

2000
Reporter: Nicki North 
Baxley
nickinp@gmail.com

Amy Killebrew Steindorff 
and her husband Bert are 
overjoyed to welcome their 
second daughter, Elizabeth 
Ann, Aug. 13, 2011. Betsy 
joins sister Margaret Darby 
(13 months). The family 
lives in Birmingham, AL, 
where Amy is an attorney at 
Balch & Bingham.

Andy Black and Christine 
Fall married in July 2011 in 
Louisiana. Rhodes alums 
in attendance included Coy 
Buckley, Kacey Johnson 
Buckley ’99, Beth Goldner ’99, 
Bryn McDougall Wilson and 
Jonathan Callis ’07. Christine 

works in community mental 
health in Washington, DC, 
and Andy is completing 
his doctorate in English at 
the University of Maryland. 
They currently live in the 
DC area.

Chip and Allyson Johnson 
Hodge ’02 welcomed 
Hampton Gregory into 
their family Oct. 12, 2011. 
Hampton joins his brothers 
Cole (8) and Ryder (6) 
and his sister Lenox (3) to 
round out the fi re team. The 
Hodges recently moved to 
New Orleans, where Chip is 
currently stationed as a U.S. 
Marine judge advocate.

Shadenn Zarur is 
now living in Santiago, 
Chile, and had a baby 
girl, Anabella, Aug. 18, 
2011, on a rare snowy day 
in Santiago. Shadenn is 
working as country manager 
for Gammamedical Services 
Chile and is very happy with 
her new life.

Josh Solomon and Allison 
Guyer married at The Hill 
in Athens, GA, Nov. 5, 
2011. Groomsmen included 
Rob Cole, Brent Robson ’01 
and Devin Sherman. The 
Solomons live in Atlanta.

Ellen Weirich and Thomas 
West married Oct. 8, 2011, 
at the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception 
in Memphis. Ebony Woods 
McCain and Kenneth McCain, 
Grace Seecharan and John 
Vestor and Tim Hayes were 
in attendance.

Clark Burrow is the senior 
attorney at The Burrow Firm 
in Memphis, concentrating 
his law practice in real estate 
tax appeals.

Stephanie White and 
Edward Lindey married Nov. 
6, 2010, in Fort Thomas, KY, 
at First Baptist Church. The 
couple is making their home 
for the next three years in 
Mobile, where they were 
transferred after Edward 
completed his training 
at Fort Jackson, SC, in 
December.

Steve and Elizabeth Ahern 
Chatham are so happy to 
announce the birth of their 
son, John McCord. “John 
is welcomed with love by 
his mom, dad and big sister 
Catherine!”

John McCants and his 
wife, Emily, welcomed their 
son, Cole Preston, June 10, 
2011. John serves as pastor 
of young adult ministries 
at Calvary Church in the 
suburbs of Philadelphia.

Wes Meador has joined 
MediaCom as partner, 
digital media director for the 
Chicago offi ce.

2001
Reporter: Elisabeth 
Meyers Yoder
elisabethyoder@gmail.com

Monica Lewis Griffi n, 
husband Andy and big 
brother Elliott are excited 
to announce the birth of 
Rachel Beth, Aug. 11, 2011. 
Monica plans to continue her 
work as medical director of 
the Baptist Minor Medical 
Centers once she completes 
her maternity leave.

In her fi rst bid for public 
offi ce, Alison Lundergan 
Grimes, a Lexington, KY, 
attorney and daughter of 
a former state Democratic 
Party chairman, defeated 
her opponent by a nearly 
3-2 margin in the race for 
Kentucky secretary of state 
in November 2011.

Julia and Clint Randolph 
’02 welcomed their third 
child, Robert Whitridge, 
April 4, 2011.

Laura Bauer and James 
“Casey” Doheny married 
Oct. 22, 2011, at the United 
States Military Academy at 
West Point, Casey’s alma 
mater. Laura is selling her 
house in Birmingham, AL, 
and the couple will reside in 
Boston.

Virginia Benitez 
completed her dissertation 
in literature last August. 
One week later she and 
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her husband Wes Tooke 
welcomed the birth of their 
daughter, Nina Francesca. 
The family is happily settled 
in Santa Monica, CA.

Emily Burch Crocker was 
inducted into the Rhodes 
Athletic Hall of fame this 
year at Homecoming.

Shaun and Kirsten Ryan 
Dugan are proud to announce 
the arrival of their beautiful 
baby girl, Jocelyn Rose, Oct. 
28, 2011. Big brother Ryan 
(2) is very proud of his baby 
sister and is a great help to 
mom and dad.

Neel Gupta has joined the 
litigation group at Seyfarth 
Shaw’s Atlanta offi ce.

Erin Massey Everitt began 
a year post as a special 
assistant United States 
Attorney for the Western 
Distrct of Tennessee. 
Following her year with the 
U.S. Attorney’s Offi ce, Erin 
and family will move to 
Stuttgart, Germany.

Former college roommates 
Abbe Kohl Gilmore and 
Meredith Harrison Mackay 
coincidentally gave birth 
to their fi rstborns one week 
apart. Meredith and JP’s 
daughter, Alysse Noëlle, 
was born May 19, 2011, 
and Abbe and Greg’s son, 
Colton James, arrived May 
26. All are enjoying the new 
additions immensely!

Seth Chisholm Grenfell 
was born July 3, 2011, to 
Ric ’99 and Tracy Pearson 
Grenfell. Big brother Charles 
loves his little brother.

Brent Robson and his 
wife Stephanie welcomed 
the family’s fi rst wee one, 
Priscilla Lane, Aug. 27, 2011. 
The Robsons are happy 
to report that Priscilla is 
a bundle of joy and in the 
words of the maternity ward 
nurse: “Priscilla is a really 
pretty baby; I am not just 
saying that, I see babies all 
day long. Seriously, she is 
really pretty.”

Trey Thacher was recently 
elected a member of the 

law fi rm of Burch, Porter 
& Johnson in Memphis, 
where he has worked since 
graduating from law school 
in 2004. Trey’s practice 
focuses on plaintiffs’ medical 
malpractice, personal injury 
and workers’ compensation.

2002
10th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 19-20
Reporter: John Ramsey
johntoddramsey@gmail.
com

Bob Arnold has accepted 
the position of director 
of grants and research 
at Christian Brothers 
University. For the last six 
years he served as grants 
manager for Memphis 
Brooks Museum of Art. 

“Happily, it should still leave 
me plenty of time to work on 
Chatterbox in the evenings.”

Eric Sefton received an 
Ostrander Award from the 
Memphis theater community 
for Sound Design in the 
Theatre Memphis (Next 
Stage) production of 

“Richard III.”
Fred ’01 and Ellen 

Barton Blackmon welcomed 
Frederick Moody III Nov. 28, 
2011. “Mom is great! Little 
Fred is perfect.”

2003
Reporter: Kim Kirkpatrick
kim.kirkpatrick@gmail.com

Anne Kathryn Rice and 
Santo Larizza married Dec. 
29, 2010, at Saint Ambrogio 
church in Zoagli, Italy. He is 
project manager for Impresa 
Edile Larizza Co. in Rapallo, 
Italy. The couple spent their 
honeymoon in Tanzania and 
now reside in Rapallo.

Sara Mason Bovender 
graduated Sigma Theta Tau 
from Vanderbilt University 
School of Nursing. She 
is working as a women’s 
health nurse practitioner 
in a private obstetrics and 

gynecology physician 
practice in Nashville.

Wes and Kate Hazelrig 
Brinkley are proud to 
announce the birth of a son, 
Thomas Wesley Jr., June 3, 
2011. Both mom and baby 
are doing great!

Grace Williams is currently 
living in Memphis but 
traveling the country as a 
Fisher Fellow with KIPP. 
She will return to Memphis 
full time during the spring 
semester and prepare to 
open KIPP’s fi rst elementary 
school in Memphis. Located 
just north of downtown, 
the school will begin with 
kindergarten and grow to 
serve kindergarten-fourth 
grade by 2017.

Lydia Murray Holland 
and her husband, Britton, 
welcomed their fi rst baby, 
Grace Anna, July 3, 2011. 
The happy family lives in 
Houston.

Having graduated with 
a M.S. in Environmental 
Policy from the University 
of Michigan’s School of 
Natural Resources and 
Environment last spring, 
Rebecca Held is now 
working for the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) 
in Ann Arbor, MI, as its 
program coordinator for 
the Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative.

Lauren Deen is living in 
Fort Worth, TX, where 
she owns and operates a 
photography company. 
Her work can be seen at 
ldeenphotography.com

Natalie Pennington and 
her husband, Antonio 
Castellanos III, celebrated 
the birth of their second son, 
Mateo Nance Castellanos, 
Oct. 27, 2011.

Lauren and Eric Sefton 
’02 spent two weeks this 
summer exploring Peru. 
They visited Machu Picchu 
the day before the grand 
celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of its rediscovery, 

but Interpol yanked their 
tickets for the actual day 
of the celebration! Lauren 
continues to work in 
Admission at Rhodes and 
has had the pleasure of 
visiting with alumni in the 
Northeast and Midatlantic 
while on recruitment trips.

Katie and Haskell Murray 
married in July 2011. In 
August, Haskell started a 
new job as a professor at 
Regent University School of 
Law in Virginia Beach, VA.

Scott and and Rebecca 
Karem Hughes ’04 welcomed 
daughter Hannah Story, 
May 11, 2011. Scott, 
Rebecca and Hannah live 
in Birmingham, AL. Scott, 
a real estate developer, is 
currently working on 
Silverock Cove, a 100-home 
development on Smith Lake 
in Alabama.

Shayla Purifoy joined 
Rhodes Mock Trial this 
year as a volunteer attorney 
coach, and is in her second 
year volunteer coaching 
Central High School Mock 
Trial. “I was selected for 
the Leo Bearman Sr. Inn of 
Court this year and elected 
parliamentarian of the Ben 
F. Jones Chapter of the 
National Bar Association for 
2012.”

Melinda Phillips was 
recently promoted to 
director of classes and 
volunteer engagement at 
Vanderbilt University where 
she is responsible for leading 
a team to broaden the 
volunteer network around 
reunion, young alumni and 
student giving. Melinda 
has been at Vanderbilt for 
six years and was previously 
the director of annual 
giving for the Vanderbilt 
Owen Graduate School of 
Management.

Amanda Taylor, who has 
been living and working 
in Washington, DC, for 
the last two years, recently 
joined the School of Nursing 
at Georgetown University 
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as the graduate program 
coordinator for the Family 
Nurse Practitioner program.

Our thoughts are with 
the family of our classmate, 
Marvin Addison of Memphis, 
who passed away Nov. 17, 
2011. Marvin was active in 
so many areas of campus life. 
We will miss him very much.

2004
Reporter: Kyle Russ
ckyleruss@yahoo.com

G reeting folks. For better 
or worse, the big news is 
that the class of 2004 is 
getting older. Yup, many 
of us, including yours 
truly, turned 30 (thirty!) 
this year. But like the true 
party rockers we are, it was 
done in style. Starting with 
no other than Kathleen 
Caldwell Fox-Davies who, 
no joke, had friends over 
for a seven-day cruise in 
Turkey. Rhodents who made 
the journey included Sezen 
Oygar, Chelsea Stevens and 
Daniel Head. It couldn’t be 
attached here, but be sure to 
email Kathleen for the video 
fi lmed on the P-Diddy style 
yacht.

The illustrious Whitney 
Garman and Julie Clary—
who share a birthday—
celebrated the big one, but 
instead of a MTV-style 
cruise in Asia Minor, the 
crew turned the Windy City 
upside down. The team, 
including Maggie Goodman, 
Katie Walsh, Jenny Dill and 
Daniel Head, rented a trolley 
in Chicago and dressed up 
in 1920s gangster/fl apper 
garb to ring in their new 
decade. Offi cially, there 
were no mishaps and 
everyone had a fantastic 
time. Unoffi cially, Daniel 
was unaccounted for from 
the hours of 1-8 a.m., so the 
evidence is not conclusive.

Last but not least, ole C. 
Kyle Russ also turned 30, 
at his annual Halloween 
bash. The volume was 

turned up a bit, literally, 
by the Winn Brothers 
Band. Unbeknownst to me, 
Whitney Garman and Emily 
Sottile arranged for all the 
Rhodents coming in town 
for the party to dress up as 
things I love. This led to a 
lot of body paint so as to 
resemble a blue Gatorade 
bottle (Daniel Head) and a 
sandwich-board placard of 
BC Powder (Emily Sottile) 
which, when combined, is 
the cure for the modern 
hangover. There were 
also Bear Fights (Whitney 
Garman, Julie Clary and 
Katie Walsh), a Cristal 
champagne bottle (Anne 
Hughes ’03), a tennis star 
(Emily Costarides) and my 
favorite rapper, TI (Matt 
Hoffberg). Jessie Flanders, 
too, made the journey to 
DC to celebrate but instead 
of one costume, she wore 
seven (7) that night, à la the 
2001 Mariah Carey episode 
of “Cribs,” in which the 
diva changes “ensembles” 
multiple times during the 
episode so as to feel more 

“d emure” and “less jarring.”
Speaking of Matt 

Hoffberg … his little 
boy, Her schel, starred—in 
multiple roles—in the 
Atlanta JCC Thanksgiving 
pageant. He played a rock/
tree/dog and Pilgrim #2. 
Just like his daddy, he 
loves to entertain! As for 
his father, in addition to 
his duties as local radio 
star (sparkle, sparkle), he is 
now the voice of Kennesaw 
State University’s Men’s 
Basketball. The Division I 
school is a member of the 
Atlantic Sun Conference, 
which believe it or not, 
is actually a step below 
Conference USA but about 
on par with the WAC. Most 
important, he notes, “I’m 
now a government employee 
of the state of Georgia.” The 
rest of the quote cannot be 
printed, but needless to say, 
Matt is happy that he’s now 

implicitly supported by the 
Georgian taxpayer.

In other good news, Aly 
Vahle and her husband, 
Tony, had a baby boy 
named Taylor Jacob Aug. 
15, 2011. The family resides 
in Huntsville, AL. Pe  ter 
and Alyson Igoe were also 
recently blessed with the 
birth of their second child, 
Jonathan. In addition, 
they’ve moved into a house 
that was once the home 
of notorious New Orleans 
pirate, Jean Laffi te. It’s 
rumored that the body of 
his third wife is buried in 
the backyard, but after six 
weeks of digging, Peter 
remains skeptical.

Josie Orlando also has 
some great news to share: 
She and Bob Wallace 
married in April 2011. Bob 
works as a network analyst 
for Methodist Healthcare in 
Memphis.

And on the professional 
uptake, Cai tlin Goodrich 
was just promoted to 
director of communications 
at Pace Academy, an 
independent school in 
Atlanta. Additionally, Kri sty 
Kummerow graduated from 
medical school and is now 
a resident in general surgery 
at Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center in Nashville. 
Last but not least, Lori Beth 
Dunn Schaefer graduated 
from University of Memphis 
with a master’s in counseling 
in May 2011 and is working 
on her licensure at Youth 
Villages as a residential 
counselor.

And perhaps the most 
impressive news of this 
update comes from Becky 
Heineke, who published 
her fi rst book! It’s called I’m 
Stalking Jake! and it’s both a 
memoir and a commentary 
on our current celebrity- and 
internet-obsessed culture. 
It’s also a story about the 
hardship of defi ning yourself 
after college, and is, er … 
how to phrase this ... perhaps 

slightly more representative 
of the general postgraduation 
experience than the idyllic 
picture painted by those 
few who fi ll the Class Notes 
every quarter. It’s also a 
comedy! Megan Hulgan, 
Crystal Robertson, Greta 
Clinton-Selin, Kathryn Pigg, 
Alex Livingston ’06 and 
Becky’s bestie Kara Bayless 
all have cameos.

Megan and Kevin Brown 
welcomed a son, Colin, Aug. 
29, 2011. “We may be biased 
but we think he’s pretty 
darn cute and absolutely 
perfect.” Other than that, 
they are still just living 
the good life out there in 
California.

Rebecca Marshall and 
Michael Rigsby married 
Sept. 3, 2011, at Will Rogers 
Theatre in Oklahoma 
City. In attendance were 
several Rhodes alums: Sarah 
Marshall Morgan ’99 (matron 
of honor) and husband DJ 
Morgan ’00, Shelley Spring 
Williams ’04 (bridesmaid) 
and Ashley Toppins 
Robinson ’04 (bridesmaid). 

“We now reside in Norman, 
OK, where Michael, a U.S. 
Air Force veteran, serves 
as a fi refi ghter, and I teach 
second grade at Westminster 
School in Oklahoma City.”

That’s it for now. Hope all 
is well with each of you, and 
keep in touch.

-ckyle

2005
Reporters: Brandon 
Couillard
brandon.couillard@gmail.
com
Molly Fitzpatrick
mhfi tz11@hotmail.com

Ryan Call is the recipient 
of  a presitgious 2011 
Whiting Writing Award for 
fi ction, which is given to 
writers at the beginning of 
their careers. According to 
Rhodes English Professor 
Marshall Boswell, “So 
far, nearly every major 
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contemporary fi ction 
writer was a recipient at 
the beginning of his or her 
career. This list includes 
David Foster Wallace, 
Jonathan Franzen, William 
Vollmann, Jeffrey Eugenides, 
Ben Marcus, ZZ Packer, 
Mary Carr, and the list goes 
on.” Ryan lives in Houston, 
where he is a contributor at 
HTMLGIANT, an “internet 
literature magazine blog of 
the future,” and a ateacher at 
Episcopal High School.

Alex Hornaday currently 
operates his own Denver 
law fi rm, The Law Offi ce 
of Alexander Hornaday, 
LLC. He is also working 
as a contract attorney for 
CoBank in Greenwood 
Village, CO. Alex is a 
member of the board of 
directors of the Lincoln Club 
of Colorado and the board 
of directors of the Rocky 
Mountain Arts Association.

Brian London is currently 
working as a law clerk 
for Judge Carl Barbier in 
the Eastern District of 
Louisiana. Judge Barbier 
is currently presiding over 
the BP Oil Spill MDL, so 
work is feverish. Separately, 
Stephanie Noriea Murphy is 
also currently clerking in the 
Eastern District of Louisiana.

Jessica and Adam Aubel 
married back in November 
2010. Fellow Rhodes alums in 
the wedding party included: 
Bill Aubel, Alex Aubel ’10 and 
Drew Shores. Other graduates 
in attendance included: Nick 
Wiseman, Phil Jakubowicz, 
Dan Calvert, Nicole Lazo, Erin 
Fleischer ’04, John Buntin 
’04 and Lucy Shores ’07. The 
couple lives in Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL.

Danny Heine is currently 
in the third year of his 
pediatric residency in 
Charleston, SC, where he 
is pursuing a career as a 
pediatric hospitalist.

Frances Rabalais and 
Trevor Tuck married May 
7, 2011 in Columbia, TN. 

Elizabeth Maxey was a 
bridesmaid, and Jane Anne 
Miller was a wedding guest.

Evan Weinberger opened a 
new offi ce for his mentoring 
business in the Memorial 
area of Houston. Other 
exciting news for Evan was 
his marriage to Diane Adler, 
May 29, 2011.

Travis Williams recently 
celebrated the birth of his 
son, Jesse Turner, and has 
joined the Atlanta local of 
the fi lm technicians union 
as a scenic carpenter, after 
spending a year as a scenic 
carpenter at the Alliance 
Theater.

Alex Sedlander wed 
Matt Facey in New 
Orleans in October 2010. 
Fellow Rhodes alum Liz 
Eggers Becker was in the 
bridal party. Many other 
alumni from 2005 were 
in attendance, including 
Hennessy Howell Williams, 
Thayer Hutcheson, Nicole 
Lazo, Anne Rain Tanner, 
Krista Dewitt Wood, Susie 
Weller, Katherine Carter 
Files and Meredith Jones.

Melanie Hall is currently 
working for Pepsi Beverages 
Company, and was 
recently promoted to senior 
human resources manager, 
supporting manufacturing 
and distribution facilities in 
the Baltimore area. She is 
eagerly looking forward to 
relocating to the DC metro 
area from New Jersey, and 
to reconnecting with other 
Rhodes alums there.

Mira Patel moved from 
Chicago to DC in October 
to work in the sculpture 
conservation department of 
the National Gallery of Art.

2006
Reporter: Caroline King 
Willson
Caroline.king.Willson@
gmail.com

Alice King Sullivan is in 
her fourth year of teaching 
in Austin, TX. She received 

her master’s degree in Gifted 
Education from Columbia 
University Teacher’s College 
and married in March 
2011. Fellow alumni Korey 
Kormick, Charles White and 
Krystal Bradford White were 
in attendance.

Tim and Ashley Robinson 
reside in Bentonville, AR, 
and both work for Wal-Mart 
Stores Inc. Tim just fi nished 
the Executive MBA Program 
at Washington University in 
St. Louis and is excited to get 
more time back in his life! 
He manages the Grocery-
Baking Commodities 
business which includes 
the sugar, fl our and oil 
categories for Wal-Mart US. 
Tim also owns his own small 
business and is growing the 
bicycling scene in Northwest 
Arkansas through both 
branches of his bicycle shops, 
Phat Tire Bike Shop.

Jenny Rodgers is a local 
news reporter in DC, living 
on Capitol Hill, and having 
a marvelous time.

Becky Saleska Wolfe is 
enrolled in the department 
of Environmental Health 
Science at UCLA.

Susannah and Adam 
de Nobriga moved from 
Memphis to Jackson, 
MS, in September 2011. 
Susannah is working as a 
speech language pathologist 
in her mother’s practice. 
Adam is an attorney with 
Harris, Jernigan, and Geno, 
practicing with an emphasis 
in construction litigation.

2007
Fifth Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 19-20
Reporter: Mollie Briskman 
Montelaro
mollie.montelaro@gmail.
com

It has been a busy summer 
and fall for the class of 2007, 
so let’s get right to it.

After fi nishing up 
coursework and exams in 
the History program at 

the University of Illinois, 
Jay Jordan has returned 
to Memphis to begin his 
dissertation research on the 
history of Memphis in the 
pre-civil rights era.

Kate Snider recently began 
the MBA program at UNC-
Charlotte. Best of luck to 
Kate as she embarks on this 
new challenge.

In July, Bethany Lindaman 
completed the University of 
Missouri’s accelerated BSN 
program. She is currently 
working as a RN in the 
Medical ICU at Methodist 
University Hospital in 
Memphis.

Matt Simpson and 
Stephanie King married 
Oct. 1, 2011, in Richmond, 
VA. Reed Reynolds served 
as a groomsman. Adam 
Shea, James Die and Chris 
Kamphaus were also in 
attendance for Matt and 
Stephanie’s special day.

On Sept. 13, 2011, Betsy 
Duckett and Robby Harris 
married in Winston-Salem, 
NC. Rhodes bridesmaids 
included Sarah Galpern, 
Margaret Works, Hallye Hall 
and Colly Scott. Also on 
hand for the celebration were 
Cassie Ortiz, Lauren Neupert, 
Brittany Melvin, Rachel 
Frantz, Meredith Allison and 
Cottie Barber ’06.

It’s been a big year for 
Sonia Nkashama. In June, 
she graduated from the 
University of Alabama at 
Birmingham School of 
Dentistry with her DMD. 
Soon after, on Oct. 8, 
Sonia and Joshua Jefferies 
married in Birmingham. 
Kristina Dean, Leonard Curry 
and Francesca Davis ’08 were 
members of the wedding 
party. Guests from the 
Rhodes community included 
Alexandra Boyd, Rebecca 
Williams, Courtney Denson, 
Courtney Jones, Amie Cahill 
and Eddie Davis ’06. The 
happy couple currently live 
in Atlanta where Sonia 
works as a general dentist.
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Lindsey Mull Newton 

and her husband Josiah 
welcomed a daughter, 
Gwyneth Leigh, July 15, 
2011. The family lives in 
Memphis.

Benjamin Lambert, an 
associate attorney in the 
New Orleans offi ce of 
Couch, Conville & Blitt, 
was recently admitted to 
practice law in Mississippi 
and Tennessee. He will now 
litigate on behalf of the fi rm 
in all three states.

Christie Leigh Mueller 
has been touring with her 
new book, Gridiron Belles: 
A Guide to Saturdays in 
Dixie. In her book, she 
explains SEC football in a 
way that “women can relate 
and men can appreciate,” 
shares tips for tailgating, 
dressing for football, and 
the traditions of each of 
the SEC schools, including 
cheers to know and hot 
spots for post-game parties. 
Her book is described as 
a “romance novel, fashion 
guide, etiquette handbook, 
advice column and football 
rulebook all rolled into one.” 
Christie Leigh, a business 
etiquette consultant, splits 
her time living in Austin, 
TX, and her hometown, 
Louisville, KY.

2008
Reporter: Madoline 
Markham
madolinemarkham@gmail.
com

Michael Towle received an 
Ostrander Award from the 
Memphis theater community 
for Leading Actor in the 
McCoy Theatre production 
of “The Robber Bridegroom.”

Jennifer Coats and 
Chris Covellis married 
Aug. 27, 2011, in Jackson, 
TN. Rebekah Mulloy was 
the maid of honor, and 
bridesmaids included 
Alexandra Figari, Elizabeth 
Mann and Claire Tonore. 
John Hinds and Justin 

Foreman were groomsmen. 
The couple spent their 
honeymoon in Dominican 
Republic and now reside in 
Jackson, where they are both 
practicing attorneys.

Donna Smith started 
working as an international 
admissions analyst for the 
graduate school at the 
University of Arkansas in 
Fayetteville in August. “I 
get my own card and 
everything,” she writes. 

“It doesn’t hurt that the 
Razorbacks are doing well, 
too!”

Meg Clark celebrated her 
second wedding anniversary 
Dec. 19.

Allen Daniel graduated 
from George Washington 
University with a master of 
Public Policy in August.

Katie Mirseyedi and Rob 
Wiles married Oct. 15. 2011, 
at the Dixon Gallery and 
Gardens in Memphis. They 
plan to stay in Memphis 
to continue their careers in 
fi nance.

Ben Halbrooks directed 
and produced three 
fi lms with Fixed Point 
Foundation: In the Beginning, 
Is There a God? and Can 
There Be Morality Without 
God?

Lauren Dagley and Scott 
Coy married in Aspen, CO, 
in September 2011. The 
ceremony took place on 
Aspen Mountain, and the 
reception followed at The 
Little Nell. Lauren Kennedy, 
Colin Dixon, Frannie 
Shellman and Kathryn Ledlie 
were in the wedding party. 
The couple lives in Austin, 
TX.

This summer Rachel 
Simmons launched a pie 
business, Petticoat Pies, in 
her hometown, Kansas City. 
The company specializes 
in both savory and sweet 
pies with local and organic 
ingredients whenever 
possible. The pies feature her 
signature whole wheat crust, 
and are “as good for you as 

pie can be.” She’s currently 
partnering with a restaurant, 
The Farmhouse, and baking 
out of its kitchen, but plans 
on opening a brick-and-
mortar location within one 
to two years.

Laura Hamper and Matt 
Breeden married Sept. 4, 
2011.

Warren Campbell 
graduated from the 
University of Memphis 
Cecil C. Humphreys School 
of Law and passed the 
Tennessee bar exam. He was 
sworn in at City Hall Nov. 
3, 2011, and is interviewing 
with several fi rms in the 
Memphis area.

On Sept. 17, 2011, Julia 
Stribling and Elliott 
Taliaferro ’07 married in 
Birmingham. The wedding 
party included many Rhodes 
graduates, and Lucy Shores 
served as Julia’s maid of 
honor. Other members of 
the wedding party included 
Mary Landon Downs, Katie 
Jones, Caroline Voelkel, 
Scott Bayer ’07, Joey Daly 
’07, Peter Hart ’07, Brooks 
Lyons ’07 and Tommy Orton 
’07. Also in attendance 
were Mark Oliver, Ginger 
Thompson, Meredith Ford, 
Sumati Jain, Drury Morris, 
Aisling Foley, Justin Palmer, 
Justin Foreman, Morgan 
Willard Crouch, Chris Pope, 
Lucy Coolidge, Megan Cian, 
Miles Garriott, Alex Mohler 
’07, Tyler Smith ’07, Lora 
Terry ’07, Laura Ann Meyers 
Daly ’07 and Davis Bonham 
’07. Elliott and Julia live and 
work in Houston.

2009
After completing a M.A. 

in English literature and 
creative writing at Fordham 
University in New York, 
Rebecca Bates now works 
as an editorial assistant at 
Random House Publishing. 
She also continues to serve 
as an editor for Guernica 
Magazine, an online 

publication of arts and 
politics. Her interview with 
literary agent Bill Clegg 
appeared in the paperback 
edition of his memoir 
Portrait of the Addict as a 
Young Man.

After completing her 
second year of service with 
Illinois Campus Compact 
as an AmeriCorps VISTA 
volunteer, Andrea Bell 
has accepted a position 
as coordinator of Student 
Community Service at 
Northwestern University in 
Chicago.

Lauren Rodriguez and 
Christopher Brill tied the 
knot April 16, 2011. They 
are happily married and 
living in San Diego. 

2010
Janie Logan is working 

for John Stossel and Fox in 
New York. She recently put 
together part of a segment 
on free speech that aired in 
November.

2011
Reporter: Grace Weil
gracem.weil@gmail.com

Zach Albert and a 
classmate in the Brandeis 
master’s program gave a 
presentation for a material 
cultures class last semester. 
They applied to be presenters 
at the New York Metro 
American Studies Memory 
Conference in New York 
City in November and were 
chosen to participate. The 
title of their presentation was 

“In Their Shoes: Theoretical 
Concerns about Artistic 
Manifestations of the Legacy 
of Holocaust Memory”

John Bryant is “in 
Missouri for a year with an 
organization called Camp 
Barnabas, taking care 
of, and hanging out with, 
mentally and physically 
disabled young adults. So far 
its been overwhelming and 
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wonderful.”
Ed Porter swept the 

Ostrander Awards given 
by the Memphis theater 
community with the Larry 
Riley Rising Star Award, 
Supporting Actor (Drama) 
in Playhouse on the Square’s 

“August: Osage County” and 
Supporting Actor (Musical) 
for the McCoy Theatre 
production of “The Robber 
Bridegroom.”

In August 2011 Sydney 
Shearer began attending the 
Clinton School of Public 
Service in Little Rock, 
AR, to pursue her master 
of Public Service while 
working on a campaign 
for Arkansas Advocates for 
Children and Families. This 
summer she will complete an 
international service project 
in South Africa.

Brittany Erwin is spending 
a year interning with 
the Psychology Team at 
The Monarch School for 
children with neurological 
differences in Houston, TX. 
On Nov. 5, 2011, Brittany 
married Reynolds Lawnin, 
surrounded by friends and 
family.

Since graduation Gregory 
Palm has been working in 
the Emergency Department 
at Methodist University 
Hospital. He is proud to 
spend much of his free 
time tutoring. Greg will be 
applying to graduate school 
and plans to attend in this 
fall.

Maura Weber is currently 
living in Shenzhen, China, 
studying Mandarin and 
teaching English for 
Cuizhu Foreign Language 
Experimental School.

In July, Woody Lawson 
moved to Manchester, NH, 
to begin employment as a 
resident director for Saint 
Anselm College.

In fall 2011 Drew Wagstaff 
began graduate work at 
the University of Memphis, 
pursuing a M.A. in Political 
Science with subfi elds in 

International Relations, 
Comparative Politics and 
Political Theory.

In his fi rst year of medical 
school at the University of 
Tennessee Health Science 
Center, Joshua Anderson 
reports that he has been both 
happy and successful since 
graduation.

In January 2012 Stephen 
Spainhour began his 
candidacy for an accelerated 
bachelor of science in 
Nursing at Duke University’s 
Nursing School. Upon his 
graduation in May 2013, he 
hopes to work in a critical 
care unit. Stephen recently 
fi nished courses in Anatomy 
and Physiology II and 
Microbiology as program 
prerequisites at Southwest 
Tennessee Community 
College. He also worked 
part time at Grace-St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church as a singer 
and choirmaster’s assistant.

Married on Aug. 25, 2011, 
Austin and Mandi Freeman 
have relocated to Edinburgh, 
Scotland. Austin is attending 
the University of Edinburgh 
Divinity School.

Joey Hollenbeck married 
Aug. 6, 2011. He is currently 
in his fi rst year of pharmacy 
school at the University 
of Tennessee’s College of 
Pharmacy.

Chris Moore is living 
in Dallas where he is 
completing his fi rst year 
of service in the Teach 
for America corps. He is 
teaching biology at W.W. 
Samuell High School in East 
Dallas.

Since graduation Nate 
Mahoney has been working 
as an associate compensation 
analyst in Human 
Resources at AutoZone Inc. 
headquarters in downtown 
Memphis.

Anna Beth Sanford was 
accepted into the Master of 
Liberal Arts program at LSU-
Shreveport and is working 
as a graduate assistant in 
the English Department, 

specializing in fi rst-year 
writing courses.

Tyler Turner is now a 
teaching fellow with the 
Boston Children’s Chorus 
and is a choral artist with 
the Metropolitan Opera.

The day before graduation, 
Heather Bishop was offered 
a job as the marketing 
specialist for Methodist 
Healthcare Federal Credit 
Union in Bartlett, TN. 
She is currently living in 
Cordova and is serving as the 
Panhellenic adviser for the 
Alpha Omicron Pi Memphis-
Area Alumnae Chapter.

Chase Duke accepted a 
position with the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and 
relocated to Las Vegas, NV.

Trent Schill is currently an 
active duty second lieutenant 
in the Air Force, stationed at 
Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base and working for the 
Battlespace Visualization 
Branch of the 711th 
Human Performance Wing. 
Battlespace Visualization 
is a branch that focuses 
on developing systems to 
better organize and visualize 
data. As a behavioral 
scientist in this branch, he 
will be involved in research 
regarding human interface 
factors.

Five of our classmates, 
Katelyn Foster, Guy Handley, 
Michele Shroyer, Jason 
Ballard and Maggie Meehan, 
are currently attending 
medical school together at 
the University of Alabama 
Birmingham. They are 
proud to be representing 
Rhodes in such a great 
fashion.

Maggie Rector is teaching 
a group of beautiful fi rst 
graders in Atlanta at the 
International Community 
School as a 2011 Teach for 
America Corps member. She 
is also enrolled at Georgia 
State University pursuing a 
master of arts in teaching.

Emily Sellers is currently 
serving as the bilingual 

legal advocate for victims 
of domestic violence in the 
department of Immigrant 
Women’s Services at the 
YWCA of Greater Memphis.

Elizabeth Jeans is a 
junior year physics teacher 
for Teach for America at 
Northtown Academy in 
Chicago. Currently, she is 
spending all of her time 
helping juniors prepare 
for their upcoming ACT 
to ensure that they are 
opening themselves to many 
possibilities.

Stephanie Mingos is 
beginning an internship 
with Sporting Kansas City 
Soccer Club in 2012.

Grace Weil spent her 
summer in Verhnyi 
Studennyi, Ukraine 
working as a lead residential 
counselor at DEC Camp Ltd. 
She cherished her time with 
campers, while watching 
their success throughout 
their journey to study and 
learn the English language.

After graduating last May, 
Lee Bryant accepted a one-
year teaching fellowship 
just east of Houston in 
Highlands, TX. “My 
contract will end in May 
2012 and I am currently 
seeking new job possibilities. 
I am looking for jobs in 
the fi eld of environmental 
education as well as the 
National Park and National 
Forest services. I am an 
avid outdoor enthusiast and 
would like to incorporate 
my passion for nature into 
my next job. If you have any 
information please feel free 
to email me.”

2013
Kilby Hodges received an 

Ostrander Award from the 
Memphis theater community 
for Leading Actress (Drama) 
in the McCoy Theatre 
production of “Twelfth 
Night.”
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’35 Louis Dixon Parotte of 

Memphis, Nov. 4, 2010. A 
lieutenant commander in the 
Navy in World War II, he 
was owner of P&B Transfer 
and Storage Co., one of the 
original founders of United 
Van Lines. He leaves his wife 
of 68 years, Guion Armstong 
Parotte, two daughters, a son, 
10 grandchildren and eight 
grandchildren.

’36 Sarah Fox Martin 
Carter of Memphis, Sept. 
21, 2011. She was a member 
of Second Presbyterian 
Church, where she was 
active in the Gillespie 
Sunday School Class and 
Community Bible Study. 
Her activities also included 
Les Passes, Salvation Army 
Auxiliary, Arawata Garden 
Club, the Association for the 
Preservation of Antiquities 
of Tennessee, Fontaine 
House, Brooks Gallery and 
Dixon Gallery. The widow 
of Nathan A. Carter, she 
leaves two daughters, four 
grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren.

’37 Nancy Warden Johnson 
of New Albany, OH, Sept. 
8, 2011. She was the widow 
of Curtis F. Johnson, her 
husband of 58 years, who 
was a planter at Refuge 
Plantation, Midnight, MS. A 
member of Central College 
Church and the DAR, she 
leaves a daughter, a son, two 
grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.

’39 Grace Wunderlich 
Prange of Caruthersville, 
MO, Nov. 9, 2011. A 
resident of Caruthersville 
since 1947, she was a 
member of First Presbyterian 
Church, where she was an 
elder and taught Sunday 
school and was an honorary 
life member of the Women 
of the Church. The widow 
of Herbert L. Prange, she 
leaves two sons and a cousin, 
Alvin Wunderlich Jr. ’39.

’40 Mary Hunt Weeks of 
Franklin, TN, formerly of 
Germantown and Memphis, 

Oct. 24, 2011. The niece 
of college President Charles 
E. Diehl, in Memphis she 
was an active member of 
the East High PTA, Buntyn 
Presbyterian Church 
and various volunteer 
organizations, including Les 
Passees, King’s Daughters, 
Orange Mound Daycare 
and Lester School during 
the civil rights movement. 
In Germantown, she served 
as an elder and Bible study 
teacher at Farmington 
Presbyterian Church. With 
a friend she launched a 
balloon delivery business, 
Balloonatics. In fall 1999, 
she moved to Franklin to be 
near her younger daughter, 
Dorothy. There, she became 
an active member of Christ 
United Methodist Church. 
The widow of Louis Weeks, 
she leaves two daughters, 
including Mary Weeks 
Loovis ’65; three sons, 
including Linton Weeks ’76; 
and nine grandchildren.

’41 Diana Temple Wallace 
Crump of Memphis, Oct. 
2, 2011. She served as 
president of LeBonheur 
Club, of which she was a 
member for 60 years, the 
Junior League and Brooks 
Art Gallery League. She 
also served as a trustee 
of the Memphis College 
of Art, Brooks Memorial 
Art Gallery, St. Mary’s 
Episcopal School for Girls, 
LeMoyne-Owen College 
and the Memphis Symphony 
League. She was a member 
of Memphis Garden Club 
and the National Society of 
Colonial Dames of America 
and was a founding member 
of The Church of the Holy 
Communion, where she 
sang in the choir and served 
as an Altar Guild director, 
Christian Education director, 
member of the Vestry and 
stewardship chairman. She 
served The Diocese of 
Tennessee as a volunteer in 
the Department of Program, 
West Tennessee Altar Guild 

as chairman and on the 
Task Force on Christian 
Education. She was a Fellow-
in-Residence at The School 
of Theology at Sewanee 
as a Church Sponsored 
Human Relations Trainer. 
In 1978 she purchased and 
operated Burke’s Book Store 
for six years. The widow of 
Charles Metcalf Crump ’34, 
to whom she was married 
for 70 years, she leaves 
three sons, including Philip 
Crump ’68 and Stephen 
Crump ’71; two grandsons; 
three step-grandchildren, 
including Olivia DeLozier 
’10; four great-grandchildren; 
and a sister, May Wallace 
Scarbrough ’47.

’42 Grace Meredith 
Moorhead of Little Rock 
and Memphis, Oct. 20, 
2011. After graduating 
from Rhodes, she joined 
the personnel department 
of the Esso Corp. in Little 
Rock, moving to Memphis 
when the company moved 
its regional offi ces there. A 
longtime communicant of 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
in Memphis, where she lived 
for more than six decades, 
she leaves a sister, Marjorie 
R. Berman ’43, a brother, 
seven nieces, including Ellen 
Moorhead Fennell ’72, and 
several great-nieces and 
great-nephews.

’43 George Blodgett Stuart 
Hale of Raleigh, NC, Dec. 
23, 2011. An Episcopal 
priest, he served churches 
in Tennessee and North 
Carolina. During his tenure 
at St. Thomas Church 
in Elizabethton, TN, he 
founded the Episcopal 
Church in Mountain City, 
TN. In 1946, he served 
under his father, the Rev. 
Dr. Charles Stuart Hale at 
Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church in Memphis, where 
the two founded Grace-
St. Luke’s Episcopal Day 
School. In 1956, he moved 
to Raleigh as the fi rst rector 
of St. Saviour’s Church (now 

St. Timothy’s). He and his 
wife founded St. Timothy’s 
School, which was named 
Father Hale High School in 
his honor. He and his wife 
were honored for their work 
by the church and the state. 
An author and gardner, he 
leaves his wife, Carolyn Ann 
Sharp Hale; a daughter; and 
two grandchildren.

’47 Mary Anne Blackman 
of Memphis, Oct. 23, 2011. 
For many years, she owned 
and operated the Audubon 
Bookstore and later worked 
at Christian Brothers 
University and Dillard’s, 
from which she retired in 
1990. She leaves a daughter, 
two grandchildren and a 
sister, Martha Blackman ’48.

’47 Harland Lee Smith of 
Collierville, TN, Sept. 6, 
2011. A veteran of the Army 
Air Corps in World War II, 
he worked for Delta Refi ning 
Co. and Southern Petroleum 
in Memphis and West 
Memphis, AR. The widower 
of Betty Jane Bouton Smith 
and Sylvia Hills Smith, he 
leaves a daughter; a son, 
Harland Lee Smith Jr. ’76; 
and a brother.

’47 Florence Swepston 
Snowden of Memphis, Nov. 
12, 2011. She operated 
Tablescapes Inc. for some 
20 years and supported a 
wide variety of charitable 
organizations including the 
Crippled Children’s Hospital, 
Calvary Episcopal Church 
Waffl e Shop and Altar Guild, 
Symphony League, Junior 
League of Memphis, Dixon 
Gallery and Gardens, and 
served as president of the 
Memphis Garden Club. She 
was an active member of 

“the sewing circle” for over 
50 years, Tuesday Study 
Club and Antiquarians. A 
communicant of Calvary 
Episcopal Church, she 
was the widow of Robert 
G. Snowden, to whom she 
was married for 61 years. 
She leaves a son, three 
grandchildren, including 
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Catherine Ferris Trahan ’89, 
and two great-grandchildren.

’49 Betty Walker Locke 
of Memphis, Aug. 10, 2011. 
She was a faithful member 
of Idlewild Presbyterian 
Church for more than 65 
years, and a member of the 
Maternal Welfare League. 
The widow of James Harry 
Locke, to whom she was 
married for 60 years, she 
leaves a daughter, a sister, a 
niece and a nephew.

’49 John Evans McKee Jr. 
of Memphis, Nov. 21, 2011. 
After high school he joined 
the U.S. Air Force, fl ying 
67 combat missions in P-38 
and P-51 Fighters including 
six combat missions during 
the fi rst two days of the 
Normandy invasion. He was 
awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, Air Medal, fi ve 
Oak Leaf Clusters and eight 
Battle Stars. He was also in 
the Tennessee Air National 
Guard. He practiced law for 
almost 60 years. His fi rst 
association was with the 
law fi rm of Nelson, Norvell 
and Floyd. He retired from 
Lewis, McKee and Hall. He 
was a longtime member of 
Second Presbyterian Church 
where he taught Sunday 
school and served as clerk 
of the session, deacon, elder 
and  president of the church 
corporation. A member of 
the Chapel Class, he also 
enjoyed tutoring and serving 
on the youth guidance 
committee. He was a 
member of the American Bar 
Association, the Memphis 
and Shelby County Bar 
Association and Downtown 
Kiwanis Club, was a 32nd 
Degree Mason, a Shriner 
and member of the English 
Speaking Union. He leaves 
his wife of 64 years, Martha 
Ann Osterloh McKee, a son 
and three grandchildren.

’49 Sarah “Sally” Lundy 
Pridgen of Memphis, Aug. 
26, 2011. She was an active 
member of First Evangelical 
Church for more than 50 

years, a volunteer with The 
Woman’s Exchange and was 
involved with Bible Study 
Fellowship as a children’s 
leader for many years. She 
also was a member of Our 
Home and Garden Club 
and the DAR. The widow of 
Stephen Allen Pridgen ’46, 
she leaves three daughters, a 
son, fi ve grandchildren and 
three great-granddaughters.

’50 John Thomas Bryant 
of Decatur, GA, Aug. 20, 
2011. The founder of John T. 
Bryant Inc. in 1968, which 
he continued to direct until 
retirement in 1999, he was a 
manufacturer’s representative 
in medical supply sales. A 
baritone soloist, he was 
involved in the Decatur 
Civic Chorus for many years, 
the Michael O’Neal Singers 
and the Clairmont Place 
Crooners. He participated 
in and at times directed the 
Ingleside Presbyterian and 
Westminster Presbyterian 
choirs. He also taught 
Sunday school and served 
as an elder at Ingleside for 
many years. The widower of 
Jean King Bryant, to whom 
he was married for 45 years, 
he leaves two daughters, 
two sons, six grandchildren, 
three great-grandchildren 
and a sister.

’50 Arthur Conrad Derr of 
Winston-Salem, NC, Nov. 
16, 2011. A World War II 
and Korean War veteran, 
he attended The American 
Institute for Foreign Trade 
(now Thunderbird School 
of Global Management) in 
Phoenix after his military 
service, and retired as 
an executive from the 
International Division 
of The Firestone Tire & 
Rubber Company in 1986 
after 32 years of service. 
After his retirement, he and 
his wife settled in Memphis, 
where he became a certifi ed 
fi nancial planner and owned 
his own fi rm for several 
years. He was a member 
of Idlewild Presbyterian 

Church and was active in the 
Downtown Kiwanis Club. 
They moved to Winston-
Salem in 2008. His wife, 
Nancy Shelton Derr, passed 
away Nov. 17, 2011. They 
leave three children, four 
grandchildren and a sister.

’50 Eugene L. “Bucky” 
Heffernan of Memphis, Aug. 
5, 2011. During World War 
II, he served in the Army 
Air Corps on B24 and B32 
fl ight crews. He was an 
assistant city attorney during 
the Orgill administration 
and was with the Federal 
Housing Administration 
for 28 years. A member 
of Evergreen Presbyterian 
Church for 60 years, where 
he served as an elder and 
a baseball and basketball 
coach, he later he joined 
Germantown Presbyterian 
Church. He delivered 
meals for MIFA for some 
18 years. He leaves his wife 
of 64 years, Ann Morris 
Heffernan, a son, a daughter, 
four grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren.

’50 Thomas Edward Smith 
of Mt. Airy, MD, Oct. 11, 
2011. He served in the Army 
Air Corps during World 
War II and in the Army 
during the Korean War. He 
worked for the Montgomery 
County School system, from 
which he retired in 1980. 
A member of the Mason 
Dixon Chapter of the 
American Rhododendron 
Society, he leaves his wife 
of 56 years, Barbara Flynn 
Smith, a daughter, two sons, 
a sister, two brothers and six 
grandchildren.

’51 Rose Marie Washer 
Goldfarb of Memphis, Sept. 
18, 2011. A retired teacher 
and community leader, 
she taught Spanish and 
English in the Memphis 
City Schools from 1951-
85 and headed Memphis’ 
fi rst English as a Second 
Language program. She 
volunteered for Beth Sholom 
Synagogue, which named 

her Volunteer of the Year in 
2001 and honored her with 
the Light of Torah Award 
for her contribution to the 
sisterhood, for which she 
served as president. She was 
a life member of Hadassah, 
a member of B’nai B’rith 
Women and Salon Circle. 
She volunteered for various 
city projects, including a 
volunteer tutoring program 
and the Women’s Shelter, 
and chaired a community 
blood drive for many years. 
She leaves her husband of 60 
years, Wesley A. Goldfarb 
’49, two daughters, 15 
grandchildren, 17 great-
grandchildren and a brother.

’52 Barbara Ann Flippin 
Graves of Memphis, Dec. 11, 
2011. Active in Le Bonheur 
Club, Cotton Carnival, the 
Madonna Circle and the 
Baptist Cancer Philanthropic 
Organization, she enjoyed 
the outdoors and travel. She 
leaves her husband of 59 
years, Lester R. Graves Jr. 
’52, two daughters, a son, 
several grandchildren, fi ve 
great-grandchildren, a sister 
and a brother.

’52 Ella Howard Pickens 
Page of Memphis, Oct. 25, 
2011. She attended Shady 
Grove Presbyterian church 
for 45 years, where she 
served as the director of 
Christian Education and 
as an elder. She greatly 
enjoyed the company of her 
family and her friends in her 
Sewing Club and “Lunch 
Bunch.” The widow of Dr. 
Gene Ruffner Page ’48, to 
whom she was married for 
52 years, she leaves three 
daughters, a son, a sister, 
Nancy Pickens Higgason ’57, 
and cousins Sarah Pickens 
Waller ’63 and Carol Pickens 
White ’66.

’52 Julia Lucille Skinner 
Williford of Memphis, Sept. 
17, 2011. After raising her 
children and inspired by 
her mother’s eldercare, she 
enrolled at Shelby State 
Community College and 

 Class Notes1.indd   51 Class Notes1.indd   51 2/3/12   10:07 AM2/3/12   10:07 AM



{ 52 }     W I N T E R  2 0 12  •  R H O D E S  r h o d e s . e d u

In Memoriam
became certifi ed as a 
physical therapist assistant. 
She was an active member 
of First Presbyterian Church, 
serving in the choir, Women 
of the Church and as an 
elder and Sunday school 
teacher. She was involved in 
Criminal Justice Ministries 
and MIFA Meals on 
Wheels. Married to Judson 
Staley Williford, Jr., she 
leaves a daughter; three 
sons, Stephen Williford ’76 
Judson Williford ’78 and 
Paul Williford ’82; and four 
grandchildren, including 
Daniel Williford ’11 and 
George Williford ’13.

’53 Jeanne Satterfi eld 
Prewitt of Memphis, Nov. 17, 
2011. She was active in local 
church and civic activities, 
serving as president of 
Les Passees (1971-72) and 
Richland Elementary 
PTA, as a volunteer for the 
Woman’s Exchange and 
King’s Daughters and Sons 
Home and as a longstanding 
member of the Altar Guild 
at St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Cathedral. She leaves her 
husband of 59 years, James 
A. Prewitt III, four children, 
and fi ve grandchildren.

’54 Mary Katherine 
“Mary K” Lindsay Street 
of Knoxville, TN, July 
31, 2011. In Memphis, she 
was a member of Second 
Presbyterian Church and the 
Duration Club. She was an 
active gardener and fl ower 
show judge. A resident of 
Knoxville, TN, since the 
mid 1990s, she lived most 
of her life in Clarksdale, 
MS, and Memphis. She 
was a fl orist and realtor 
with Crye-Leike Realty in 
Memphis before becoming a 
tax preparer at H&R Block. 
In Knoxville she was a 
manager with H&R Block 
until her retirement. She 
leaves two daughters, a son, 
two granddaughters, two 
grandsons and four great-
grandchildren.

’55 Harrison Kirkland 

“Kirk” Osoinach of Cross 
Village, MI, Sept. 17, 2011. 
A former college professor 
and anthropologist, he 
shared his love for Rhodes by 
establishing the John A. and 
Ruth C. Osoinach Memorial 
Scholarship to assist those 
with demonstrable physical 
disabilities as well as students 
of Native American heritage 
and other minority races.

’56 Jack Parke Bugbee of 
Memphis, Sept. 10, 2011. 
He worked at WMC-TV, the 
University of Memphis and 
Early Maxwell Associates, 
becoming national publicity 
director for the Mid-South 
Coliseum and Liberty Bowl, 
and served as a member 
of the Liberty Bowl Team 
Selection Committee 
from 1964-74. In 1973, 
he returned to U of M as 
assistant athletic director 
under Billy “Spook” Murphy, 
and from 1981-86, worked 
as tournament coordinator 
for the St. Jude Memphis 
Classic, now the FedEx 
Golf Tournament. He 
also served as a member 
of the Tennessee Sports 
Hall of Fame Selection 
Committee and as president 
and chairman in the mid-
’80s. Before retiring he also 
worked for First Tennessee 
Bank and International 
Paper. After retirement, he 
appeared in the choruses 
of the Memphis Symphony 
Opera Memphis. He was 
a member of the Rhodes 
MasterSingers, St. John’s 
Boy Choir/Chamber Choir 
(charter member) and the 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
chamber and chant choirs. 
A member of St. Elisabeth’s 
Episcopal Church, he 
served as senior warden, on 
the vestry and on several 
committees. He leaves his 
wife of 50 years, Ann Kirk 
Bugbee, a son, a daughter 
and two brothers, George A. 
Bugbee Jr. ’50 and Gerald P. 
Bugbee ’51.

’56 Eugene Wesley 

Fowinkle of Nashville, TN, 
Aug. 26, 2011. Convinced 
that his calling was in public 
health, he began his career as 
director of Communicable 
Disease Control at the 
Memphis-Shelby County 
Health Dept., becoming 
director in 1966. In 1969, 
he was appointed Tennessee 
Commissioner of Public 
Health, serving as the state’s 
chief public health offi cial 
under four governors. In 
1983, he became associate 
vice chancellor for Health 
Affairs and associate 
professor of Preventive 
Medicine at Vanderbilt 
University, where he 
served until his retirement 
in April 1999. Active in 
state, regional and national 
health policy, he chaired 
several state and national 
public health coalitions, 
committees, initiatives 
and task forces. He was a 
member of the Governing 
Council of the American 
Public Health Association, 
the Board of Regents of 
the American College of 
Preventive Medicine and 
served as president of the 
American Association of 
Public Health Physicians 
in 1972-73. The recipient of 
state and national honors for 
his work, he authored and 
collaborated on numerous 
articles and publications 
dealing with a broad range 
of public health issues. A 
member of West End United 
Methodist Church, where he 
sang in the choir, he leaves 
his wife, Ruby Youngblood 
Fowinkle ’57; four daughters, 
including Greta L. Fowinkle 
’81 and Frieda F. Warner ’85; 
fi ve grandchildren; and a 
sister.

’57 William Booker “W.B.” 
Burrow Jr. of Memphis, Oct. 
31, 2011. He entered medical 
practice in Whitehaven, TN, 
in 1960. Drafted into the 
U.S. Army Medical Corps, 
where he served as a captain 
for two years, he returned 

to Whitehaven, where he 
practiced family medicine 
and lived until his retirement 
in 1988. He was a member 
of the Optimist Club and 
Whitehaven Presbyterian 
Church. He also served as 
team doctor for Westwood, 
Whitehaven, Hillcrest, and 
Memphis prep schools. 
After retirement, he moved 
to Germantown and was 
a member of Collierville 
United Methodist Church. 
He studied underwater 
medicine with astronaut 
Buzz Aldrin in Aruba and 
was a member of the Sports 
Car Club of America, racing 
in various classes throughout 
the years. He was a member 
of the American Medical 
Association, American 
Academy of Family 
Practice, Tennessee Medical 
Association, Memphis and 
Shelby County Medical 
Association, and was on the 
staff of Methodist Hospital. 
He leaves his wife, Paula 
Hearn Burrow, two sons and 
two grandchildren.

’57 James Watson Colvert 
Sr. of Coral Springs, FL, 
July 22, 2011. A retired 
Presbyterian minister, he 
served churches in Alabama, 
Indiana and Florida, and 
taught Philosophy and 
Religion at Broward College 
for more than 30 years. 
He was active in fi nancial 
development of the South 
Florida Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America, Nova 
Southeastern University and 
Florida State Music Teachers 
Foundation. A lieutenant 
in the U.S. Naval Reserve, 
he served as chaplain to 
Presidents Gerald Ford and 
Richard Nixon while they 
participated in the Inverrary 
Golf Classic. He leaves his 
wife, Sue Bentley Colvert, a 
daughter, two sons, three 
grandchildren and a great-
grandson.
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I Am a Student
To say that senior Salar Rafi eetary has made 
the most of his time at Rhodes is quite an 
understatement. The Memphis native and 
neuroscience major is president of the Rhodes 
Student Government and a Bonner Service 
Scholar. He is also a Peer Assistant and a 
Rhodes Diplomat.
 
In his “spare time,” Salar conducts neuroscience 
research with Biology professor Dr. David 
Kabelik. He’s also active in Sigma Nu fraternity 
and a member of the Mortar Board national 
honor society, Omicron Delta Kappa leadership 
honor society, Beta Beta Beta biology honor 
society, and Gamma Sigma Epsilon national 
chemistry honor society.
 
Following graduation, Salar plans to take a gap 
year to devote to a fellowship or studies in the 
medical fi eld before attending medical school.
 
Your contributions to the Rhodes Annual 
Fund help ensure that exceptional students and 
citizens like Salar experience all that Rhodes 
has to offer. Please give to the Rhodes Annual 
Fund so that future students will have access to 
the same opportunities.

Please give online at Rhodes.edu/gift  
or call Kerry Connors at 800-264-LYNX.

 I  AM 
ONE
 I  AM 
RHODES
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