
 Prejudice and the Human Condition (ANSO: 331) 
Spring, 2008 

 
Thomas G. McGowan, Ph. D.   Office: C107; #843-3932  
Associate Professor of Sociology  Office hrs: Tues., Wed., and Thurs. 9-11am (and by appt.) 
 
Seminar Statement 
 
We live during an especially interesting historical moment.  Identity itself has become 
problematized by revelations regarding the nature of language, culture and the inescapable 
impact of globalization.  Language, once thought to be a system of words corresponding to 
substance or categories stable if not absolute in their inherent structure, is now shown to be a 
system of arbitrary namings contingent upon the power of the speaker.  Culture, once used in a 
naively non-problematic manner to frame, know, categorize, evaluate, judge and to act upon 
others is revealed, like language itself, as an arbitrary and non-essential, that is, contingent 
location, in which we are positioned but from which we can longer assume an absolute or 
authoritative position.  Globalization, once attenuated and its negative effects displaced through  
ideological justification, now presses the fact that reality itself is a relational, context specific, 
ongoing constructive process predicated on enforcements of meaning, inequality and violence.  
In short, the world presented to us by traditional philosophy and science has become 
destabilized.  Meaning itself has become problematized.   
 
This course aims to diagnose this problem -  the problem of meaning -  by addressing questions 
concerning ethnocentrism, science, method, truth, dialogue, interpretation, violence and the 
power of understanding.  Together we embark on an exploration of these inter-related topics. 
 
The format of the seminar is simple.  On Tuesdays we will meet and discuss essays prepared in 
response to a question, assigned the previous Thursday.  Each weekly question will serve as a 
guide to your reading of assigned material ranging from sociology of knowledge, to 
phenomenology, to hermeneutics.  Preparation of the essays will require the careful 
interpretation of assigned readings, ensuring quality seminar discussions.  There will be a total of 
11 assigned essay questions throughout the semester.  There will not be any exams or additional 
written assignments in this seminar. 
  
Course Requirements/Grading 
 
Mandatory class attendance and participation: 20% 
[Due to the importance of class meetings, three  
un-excused absences will qualify you for an automatic “F”] 
 
Weekly response essays:    80% 
[This grade will be based on the average of ten of eleven completed assignments] 
 
 
 



Thursday 1/10  Course overview  
 
Tuesday 1/15  Experimental/practice essay is due (3 -4 pages double-spaced) 
    Discuss Frankl's take on the Human Condition  
    Read Frankl's Man's Search for Meaning   
 
Thursday 1/17  The Problem of Meaning 
 
Tuesday 1/22  P 1 is due: Durkheim's Epistemological Project 
    Discuss Introduction and pp. 1- 18 in Durkheim 
 
Thursday 1/24  What is Social Epistemology? 
 
Tuesday 1/29  P 2 is due: The Sui Generis Origins of Religion 
    Discuss pp. 21 – 241 in Durkheim 
 
Thursday 1/31  Discuss Reification and the Sacredness of Order 
 
Tuesday 2/5  P 3 is due: Durkheim’s Ontology       
    Discuss pp. 242 – 448 in Durkheim 
 
Thursday 2/7  The Problem of Consciousness 
    Complete discussion of Durkheim     
 
Tuesday 2/12  P 4 is due:  World Openness and the Human Condition  
    Read Berger and Luckmann’s The Social Construction of Reality 
 
Thursday 2/14  Legitimation 
 
Tuesday 2/19  P 5 is due:  Ethnocentrism 
    Discuss handout on ethnocentrism 
 
Thursday 2/21  The Constitution of the Self 
    Discuss handout on Mead  
 
Tuesday 2/26  P 6 is due: Foucault, Durkheim and Structuralism 
    Discuss handout on Foucault and Durkheim 
 
Thursday 2/28  Language and the Structured Self 
    Discuss handout on play, language and the human condition 
 
Tuesday 3/4  Spring Break         
 
Thursday 3/6  Spring Break 
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Tuesday 3/11  Hermeneutics and the Problem of Meaning 
    Discuss pp. 3 – 45 in Palmer 
 
Thursday 3/13  Method and Interpretation 
    Discuss 46 – 71 in Palmer 
 
Tuesday 3/18  P 7 is due: Truth, Experience and Method 
    Discuss handout on postmodernism 
 
Thursday 3/20  Easter Break 
 
Tuesday 3/25  Phenomenology, Metaphysics and Ontology 
    Discuss chapters 9 and 10 in Palmer (on Heidegger) 
 
Thursday 3/27  Discuss chapters 11 and 12 in Palmer (on Gadamer) 
 
Tuesday 4/1  P 8 is due: Method and Pretentious Being      
    Discuss Part I of Truth and Method 
 
Thursday 4/3  Intentional distanciation and pretentious being 
    [continue discussion of Part I of Truth and Method] 
 
Tuesday 4/8  P 9 is due: Dialogue and Deferential Being 
    Discuss Part II of Truth and Method 
 
Thursday 4/10  Discuss Mode III interaction (being) 
    [continue discussion of Part II of Truth and Method] 
 
Tuesday 4/15  P 10 is due:  Language and Disclosure 
    Discuss Part III of Truth and Method 
 
Thursday 4/17  Continue discussion of Part I of Truth and Method 
 
Tuesday 4/22  P 11 is due:  Dialogue and disclosure 
    Discuss handout on dialogue and deconstructionism 
 
Thursday 4/24  Game over 
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