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URBS 201 
Introduction to Urban Studies 

Fall 2010 
T/Th: 9:30-10:45  

 
 
 
Professor Arielle Goldberg     Office Phone: 901/843-3738    
Office: 302 Buckman      Email: goldberga@rhodes.edu 
Office Hours: T/Th: 11:00-12:00  
or by appointment 
 
 
Course Description 
This class is designed to introduce students to the interdisciplinary field of urban 
studies.  We will draw on historical examples and the theories of urban sociology, 
economics, and political science to explain the evolution of cities to their current position 
in the metropolitan region.  Students will be exposed to the wonders of urban living as 
well as the problems encountered by urbanized areas and their inhabitants.  The course 
is divided into four sections.   
 
Part I: the evolution of cities in the metropolitan region, i.e. a brief overview of where 
cities are today and how they got there including the rise of the suburbs and back-to-
the-city movements.   
 
Part II: the importance of place and space: theories of how cities are organized and how 
they “should” be organized 
  
Part III: Political power in the city and the region.   
 
Part IV: the social and economic problems cities face and solutions they explore to 
address those problems.     
 
Key themes:  

 How does “context” shape a city’s opportunities and challenges? 

 Nature vs. Choice 

 How do race and class affect the urban experience? 
 
Course Objectives 
As an introductory urban studies class, this course should help you learn: 

 Facts about trends and conditions in cities in general and Memphis in particular. 

 Fundamental theories and concepts that help explain the organization of cities, 
their relationship to suburbs and the larger metropolitan area, and why some 
cities thrive while others languish.     
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Required Materials: 

 Richard Legates and Frederic Stout (Editors), The City Reader (Fourth Edition) 

 Readings uploaded to Moodle and URLs. Several of the readings will be marked 
(Moodle).  These readings are available on the course’s Moodle webpage.  To 
access this page, go to “Login” on the College’s homepage and then go to 
“Moodle”.  You should be able to sign in and find the page for this course.  Open 
the desired document and print it, without alteration. 
 

 
Required Assignments: 
 
Participation (20%): The quality of the course is highly dependent on your personal 
involvement.  In order to fully participate, you must read the assigned material before 
coming to class, think about how it relates to previous readings and discussions, and be 
prepared to raise questions with other members of the class.  I reserve the right to call 
on any member of the class so that they might contribute to our discussion.  I 
recommend bringing questions that you have about reading assignments or about the 
previous class meeting if what we discussed is not entirely clear to you.  I also 
recommend bringing a list of comments that you wish to make during class discussion 
so that you will be ready to contribute.  There is a five percent reduction in the grade for 
each missed class after the third missed class.  
 
Midterm  (20%): The midterm exam will include short answer and essay questions.   
 
Short Papers  (50% total; 25% each): Two short analytic papers based on the readings 
and your observations from field trips (five pages).  These assignments are due 
immediately following completion of that section of the course, so be sure to take good 
notes on the field trips.   
 
Lab/Census Assignment (10%) 
 
 
Grading Scale 

93-100= A   90-92  = A- 
88-89  =  B+   83-87  =  B   80-82 = B- 
78-79  =  C+   73-77  =  C   70-72 = C- 
68-69  =  D+   60-67  =  D   0-59  = F 
 
A Word about Essay Grading:  An “A” essay will have a clear interpretive or analytical 
argument set forth in the first paragraph.  That argument will be supported by specific 
information, correctly cited, in the body of the paper.  The author will use multiple 
sources (depending on the wording of the prompt) and will approach the sources 
critically.  Paragraphs will have a clear focus and will be logically linked. Originality and 
creativity make the “A: essay stand apart from the “B+”.  Correct grammar and 
punctuation are imperative. 
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Special Circumstances:  
If you have any kind of special circumstances, such as a disability or illness, or if you 
are involved with a university activity that requires you to miss class, let me know as 
soon as possible. This information is confidential.  All students attending Rhodes 
College with documented disabilities are eligible and encouraged to apply for services 
with the Office of Student Disability Services (http://www.rhodes.edu/disability).  Please 
contact Melissa Butler McCowen at 843-3994.  Please provide me with a copy of the 
accommodation granted by the Office as early as possible.   
 
Rhodes also has a variety of academic support services including: 

• Peer tutors 
• A Writing Center (315 Palmer Hall and on line at: 
http://www.rhodes.edu/writingcenter) 
• Workshops in study skills assistance (contact the Office of Student Academic 

Support at 843-3433 for more information)  
I strongly encourage you to take advantage of these services, and to take advantage of 
each other as study partners for this course.  If you find yourself needing any of these 
forms of academic support, contact me at any time and I will do what I can to help. 
 
Academic Honesty:  
Quite simply, any type of academic dishonesty (cheating, plagiarism, etc.) is 
unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  You are responsible for knowing the Rhodes 
College Honor Code, and its rules and regulations concerning these matters.  Please 
read them carefully in the Rhodes College Honor Council Constitution at: 
http://www.rhodes.edu/Rhodes/CampusCommunity/PoliciesandProcedures/Student-
Handbook.cfm. In any case, ignorance of the law is not an excuse. Cases of 
suspected academic dishonesty will be referred immediately to the Honor Council.   
 
Other Classroom Rules 

 Turn cell phones off before you come to class.   

 Make every effort to be on time for class and to stay until class is over, without 
getting up to leave unless there is an emergency. 

 Other than mathematical errors or clarifying questions, if you have questions 
about your performance on an assignment, address these to me privately, not in 
class. 

 Late papers are penalized one letter grade per day.   
 

Strategies for Student Success: 
-actively engage the assigned readings; come to class with questions for 
discussion 
-be prompt and conscientious about your neighborhood project and commitments 
-meet deadlines 
-alert me to any personal issues or college activities that interfere with your 
course work before your work suffers 

 
Syllabus subject to change! 
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Course Schedule and Reading Assignments 
 
 

PART I: INTRODUCTION TO THE EVOLUTION OF CITIES 
 
 
 

Week 1:  Introduction and the Interdisciplinary Approach to Urban Studies 
August 26:  Introduction & Review of the Syllabus 
 
 
 
Week 2: Overview 
August 31: Cities: Where are we today? 
 

 Tom Charlier, “The Great Migration: Taxpayers pouring out of Shelby County” 
http://www.commercialappeal.com/news/2008/dec/21/the-great-migration-ex-
memphians-cite-a-lack-of/ 

 Alan Ehrenhalt,  “Trading Places: The demographic inversion of the American 
city” 

http://www.tnr.com/politics/story.html?id=264510ca-2170-49cd-bad5-a0be122ac1a9 
 
 
September 2: No Class-Out of Town at American Political Science Association 
Conference 
 
 
 
Week 3: A Brief Historical Overview (continued) 
September 7: Historical Overview of Cities and Suburbs 

 Ross and Levine, “The Evolution of Cities and Suburbs” (Moodle)  
 

 
September 9: Historical Overview of Cities and Suburbs (continued) 

 Ross and Levine, “The Evolution of Cities and Suburbs” (Moodle) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.commercialappeal.com/news/2008/dec/21/the-great-migration-ex-memphians-cite-a-lack-of/
http://www.commercialappeal.com/news/2008/dec/21/the-great-migration-ex-memphians-cite-a-lack-of/
http://www.tnr.com/politics/story.html?id=264510ca-2170-49cd-bad5-a0be122ac1a9
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PART II: THE IMPORTANCE OF PLACE AND SPACE  

 
 
Week 4: The Structure and Organization of Cities 
September 14: The Ecological Model of Urban Growth 

 Robert E. Park and Ernest W. Burgess, “The Growth of the City: An Introduction 
to a Research Project” (CR) 

 Rushing, Ch. 5, 125-139 
 
 
September 16: Other Models of Urban Growth 

 Chauncy D. Harris and Edward Ullman, “The Nature of Cities” (Moodle) 
 
 
 
Week 5:  
September 21: Using GIS to Understand Planning and Zoning 

 Pacione, pgs. 180-181 (Moodle) 

 Lab Assignment to be done in class in the Library/GIS lab: What kinds of 
land use/zoning exist in your neighborhood? 

http://www.dpdgov.com/(404mhtvmvhb5ohmrmk01nvrl)/RS/RS_content.aspx?id=34
0 

 
 
September 23: Formalizing the urban landscape: Planning the “Ideal” City 
(continued)  

 Le Corbusier, “A Contemporary City” (CR) 

 Jane Jacobs, “The Uses of Sidewalks: Safety” (CR)   
 
 
 
Week 6:  
September 28: The Social Function of Parks and Architecture  

 Frederick Law Olmsted, “Public Parks and the Enlargement of Towns” (CR) 
 
 
September 30: Discuss Olmstead reading and park experience 

 Field Trip to Overton Park 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dpdgov.com/(404mhtvmvhb5ohmrmk01nvrl)/RS/RS_content.aspx?id=340
http://www.dpdgov.com/(404mhtvmvhb5ohmrmk01nvrl)/RS/RS_content.aspx?id=340
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PART III: POLITICAL POWER  
 
 

Week 7: Political Power 
October 5:  

 Ross and Levine,  “Formal Structure and Leadership Style” (Moodle) 
 
 

October 7:  

 Ross and Levine,  “Formal Structure and Leadership Style” (Moodle) 

 Rushing: TBD  
 
 
Week 8:  
October 12: Midterm 

 
 

PART IV: SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROBLEMS AND SOLUTIONS 
 
 
October 14: Poverty Overview 

 John Iceland, Chapter 3, “Methods of Measuring Poverty” & Chapter 4, 
“Characteristics of the Poverty Population” in Poverty in America (Moodle) 

 Census Assignment: TBA 
 
 
Week 9: POVERTY 
October 19: No Class-Fall Recess 
 
 
October 21: The “Underclass” Argument:  

 William Julius Wilson, “From Institutional to Jobless Ghettos” (CR)   
 

 
Week 10: CRIME AND DISORDER 
October 26: No Class-Away at Conference 
 
 
October 28:  

 Frontline: “Law and Order” 
 
 
Week 11:   
November 2: Understanding Crime Prevention: Competing Theories 

 James Q. Wilson and George L. Kelling, “Broken Windows” (CR) 
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November 4:   

 Field Trip to Midtown North aka Hollywood Springdale 
 

 
 
Week 12: ASSERTIVE POLICING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
November 9: Assertive Policing 

 1530.0 Assertive Policing, Plummeting Crime: The NYPD Takes on Crime in 
New York 

 
 
November 11: Gentrification and Globalization 

 Ross and Levine, “Recent Trends: Gentrification and Globalization” (Moodle) 

 Dudley, Brier, “Microsoft's call-center business in India gets an American accent” 

 Due: Short Paper 
 
 
Week 13: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
November 16: Creative Class Cities 

 Richard Florida, “The Creative Class” (CR) 
 
 
November 18: Place Specific Approaches to Economic Development 

 Rushing, Chapter 4 

 Mary Cashiola, “Keeping It Real” (Memphis Flyer): 
http://www.memphisflyer.com/memphis/Content?oid=oid%3A9990 

 
 
Week 14:  
November 23: No Class-Thanksgiving 
 
 
November 25: No Class-Thanksgiving 
 
 
Week 15:  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
November 30:  

 Sharon Zukin, “Whose Culture? Whose City?” (CR) 

 TBD: Homeless readings? 
 
 
December 2: Field trip downtown? 
 
 
Week 16:  
December 7: Due: Short paper due 

http://www.memphisflyer.com/memphis/Content?oid=oid%3A9990

