
The History of Anti-Semitism  
 

 
 

History 405-01 and Religious Studies 301-02 
Monday and Wednesday 3:00-4:15 | Buckman 320 

 
Professor Jonathan Judaken | Office: Buckman 201 
email: judakenj@rhodes.edu | telephone: 843-3292 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

The term antisemitism was coined in 1879 by Wilhelm Marr in order to replace 
anti-Judaism with a secular, scientific construct based on racial theory that went 
beyond religious and cultural hostility. Marr's term came from the field of 
philology, which grouped together 'Semitic' languages. In the early nineteenth 
century, anthropologists and philosophers opposed that linguistic designation 
with 'Aryan' languages and argued that these language groups encapsulated the 
spirit of the groups who used them. The opposition of Aryan and Semite, 
however, was itself grafted onto the older distinction between Christians and 
Jews and onto the stereotypes and prejudices that characterized that antipathy, 
which in turn were shaped by some of the myths about Jews generated in the 
ancient Greco-Roman world. The very word 'anti-Semitism' thus encapsulates 
part of the complex history that this course will examine.     
We will discuss, evaluate and differentiate Judeophobia in the Greek and Roman 
world, the anti-Judaism of Christians as they defined themselves against the 
Synagogue, the association of the Devil and the Jews in the Middle Ages, the 
lives of Jews under the crescent of Islam, the Enlightenment's 'emancipation' 
from prejudice that nevertheless secularized anti-Judaism in the modern period, 
the fusion of anti-Semitism and nationalism, Nazi racial anti-Semitism and the 
Holocaust, and anti-Zionism and the 'new Judeophobia' in the third millennium. 
The course will thus survey “the longest hatred” as a means to understand the 
ways that anti-Semitism and racism have accommodated to changing 
circumstances. This will prove fertile ground for a broader understanding of how 
prejudice and stereotyping operates and for the consideration of strategies for 
disabling race thinking in the West. 
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REQUIRED BOOKS: 

• Phyllis Goldstein, A Convenient Hatred (Facing History and Ourselves, 
2012) 

• Bernard Lewis, The Jews of Islam (Princeton 1984)   
• Albert S. Lindemann and Richard S. Levy (L&L), eds. Antisemitism (Oxford 

2010) 
• Robert Wistrich, Hitler and the Holocaust (Modern Library 2003)   
• Marvin Perry and Frederick M. Schweitzer (P&S), Antisemitic Myths: A 

Historical and Contemporary Anthology (Indiana 2008)  
• All other readings will be available on Moodle 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

Participation 10%   
Core Concepts 5% 
Reviews on The Passion of the Christ 5%   
Reflective writing assignments (2) 10%   
Reflective paragraphs 10%   
Paper #1 20%   
Paper #2 20% 
Final Exam Preparation Concepts 5% 
Final Exam 15% 
 
Participation 10% 

This class will be defined by your reading and critical evaluation of primary and 
secondary sources. The success of the course thus depends upon your 
engagement with this material, including your active participation in class. Active 
participation does not mean that you are the most outspoken member of the 
class. The best form of participation is to open a discussion that involves your 
classmates in dialogue, often by asking a smart question or making an acute 
comment. Participation can also take the form of email or exchange outside of 
class. To facilitate active participation, I would like you to bring at least one 
question or comment that you think the class should discuss. In addition, you 
should bring in your core concept drawn from the reading. 

Daily Core concepts 5% 

Drawing from the reading, you should distill some of the main points into a core 
concept. This should be some very specific notion from the reading that will be 
recognized by all of your classmates. You should write (typewritten, double 
spaced) a paragraph about the concept that defines it, explains what it means, 
and indicates why it is important. Some of these core concepts will form the basis 
of your final examination. These core concepts will only be due on days when 



you do not have another formal writing assignment for class due. 

The Passion of the Christ Reviews 5% 

Do an on-line search for reviews of Mel Gibson's The Passion of the Christ. 
Download and print out at least five (5) reviews. These should express a wide 
range of opinion on whether the film is antisemitic or not, as well as reflect a 
diversity of positions by the authors (i.e. evangelical Christians, Jews, agnostics, 
Catholics, atheists, etc.). Then write a 2 page paper summarizing the critical 
responses to the film. Due 2/04 

Paper #1: Is Mel Gibson's The Passion of the Christ antisemitic? Is this because 
of his fidelity to the Gospels or not? (~ 5 pages). Due 02/13. 

Paper #2: Drawing on the primary source material for the course, discuss how 
modern antisemitism differed from Christian anti-Judaism and what it shared in 
common (~ 6 pages). Due 4/15. 

Short Reflective Essays 10% 

For both the Bernard Lewis (due 2/25) and Robert Wistrich (due 4/22) books, you 
are required to write a 500-750 word reflection on the book in which you 
summarize the main points of the text and offer some critical reflection of the 
significance of the material in light of what we covered in the rest of the class. 

Final Exam Preparation 5% 

The class as a whole will prepare the final examination. Each student will be 
required to turn in (via email and hardcopy) ten of the best core concepts from 
the semester. The list should summarize what you think are the major points that 
the course has covered. Due 04/21. 

Final Exam 15% 

April 30th 1:00-3:00 in Buckman 220  



 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

01/09    Introductions   
01/14    Defining Antisemitism     L&L 1-33 
01/16    Defining Antisemitism     Langmuir (Moodle) 
01/21    Martin Luther King Observance—No Class  
01/23    Antiquity & Judeophobia     Ancient Sources (Moodle) & Goldstein 7-21 
                                                         & L&L 34-46   
01/28    New Testament  Gospels    NT (Moodle) & Goldstein 22-38 & L&L 
47-62 
01/30    Screening: The Passion of the Christ  
02/04    Discussion The Passion    The Passion Reviews assignment DUE   
02/06    The Church Fathers     P&S 1-10 & Rokeah (Moodle) 
02/11    The Middle Ages                 P&S 11-28 & Goldstein 55-102  
02/13    The Middle Ages                  L&L 63-78 | Passion Paper DUE  (Paper 
#1) 
02/18         Goldstein 39-54 & 137-156 
02/20     The Islamic World I            Lewis, Chapter 1 & 2   
02/25    The Islamic World II    Lewis, Chapter 3 & 4 
        Bernard Lewis Reflective Summary DUE 

   Lecture: Imam Rauf, 7 pm in BCLC   
02/27    The Spanish Inquisition      Goldstein 102-111 & P&S 29-42   
03/04     Reformation        P&S 43-48 & Goldstein 113-136 & L&L 79-93 
03/06    Enlightenment             P&S 55-64 & Enlightenment Docs (Moodle) 

   & Goldstein 157-170 & L&L 107-120          
03/11-15    Spring Break   
03/18      French Revolution      Fr Rev Docs (Moodle) & Goldstein 170-175       
03/20      Emancipation      Emancipation (Moodle) & Goldstein 175-200 
03/25     France                                France (Moodle), P&S 90-103 & 
        Goldstein 207-215 & L&L 136-149 
03/27      England                              England (Moodle) & L&L 150-165 
04/01      America                              America (Moodle)   
04/03      Russia      Russia (Moodle), P&S 127-137 & 253-262 

                                              Goldstein 215-256 & L&L 166-195 
04/08     Eastern Europe      Eastern Europe (Moodle) & L&L 222-236 
04/10      Germany/Austria      Germany and Austria (Moodle)  

                                              P&S 104-119 & 156-160 & L&L 121-135 
04/15     Nazism             L&L 196-211 & Wistrich xi-58 & P&S 
161-189 

                                              Paper # 2 DUE 
04/17    The Final Solution              Wistrich 59-147 & P&S 190-216      
04/22      Collaboration                      Wistrich 149-240  

                                              Wistrich Reflective Writing DUE   
04/21     Anti-Zionism                       Anti-Zionism (Moodle), P&S 307-336 



                Core Concepts DUE   
04/24    The New Judeophobia     New Judeophobia (Moodle)     
 
04/30    Final Examination 1:00-3:00 


