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Office Hours: TBA 
 
  
 
Introduction 
 
The focus of this class is the Nazi “Final Solution to the Jewish Question,” a campaign to 
annihilate European Jewry, and the context, precedents and implications of this chapter in 
modern history. After an introduction to the phenomenon of anti-Semitism, we will deal 
with historical questions: What happened? When? Where? Who was involved? We will 
then explore the Holocaust in human perspective: What can we ascertain about the 
experiences and motivations of victims, perpetrators, bystanders, resistors, and rescuers? 
Next, we will investigate religious roots of, and religious responses to the Holocaust, 
considering questions such as: Is Christianity inherently anti-Jewish or anti-Semitic? And 
What challenges does the Holocaust represent for Jewish thought and faith? Finally, we 
will explore the phenomenon of Holocaust denial and relate what we have learned to 
other genocides. 
 
Goals 
 
According to Arthur Chickering and Zelda Gamson, good practice in undergraduate 
education: 
  
1.   encourages contact between students and faculty 
2.   develops reciprocity and cooperation among students 
3.   encourages active learning 
4.   gives prompt feedback 
5.   emphasizes time on task 
6.   communicates high expectations, and 
7.   respects diverse talents and ways of learning 
 
I have kept these principles in mind in designing this course, the ultimate goal of which is 
student transformation. This sort of learning, as Paul Ramsden writes, “should be seen as 
a qualitative change in a person’s way of seeing, experiencing, understanding, 
conceptualizing something in the real world–rather than as a quantitative change in the 
amount of knowledge someone possesses.” Transformative learning does not simply 
happen; but it can be facilitated by an environment where students are encouraged to 
develop a sense of agency and take responsibility for their education. 
 
In this class, as in liberal arts education generally, the primary means toward student 
transformation is the development of critical thinking. Critical thinking focuses not on 
acquiring facts but on understanding their significance and interrelationships, and 



reflecting on their significance for society in general, for our lives, and for the lives of 
others. The content covered in this class will not only inform us and develop our learning 
skills, but will enhance our awareness of the learning process and the ethical and 
institutional contexts in which it takes place. 
 
The methods used to encourage critical thinking in the liberal arts emphasize the 
movement from “surface” to “deep” cognitive learning described in “Bloom’s 
Taxonomy”: 
 
Knowledge-- recall of specific information (lecture/reading) 
 
Comprehension--understanding of what was read (discussion) 
 
Application--converting of abstract content to concrete situations (discussion/papers) 
 
Analysis--comparison and contrast of content to personal experiences (papers) 
 
Synthesis--organization of thoughts, ideas, and information from content (papers/tests) 
 
Evaluation--judgment and evaluation of characters, actions, outcome, etc., for personal 
reflection and understanding(papers/tests) 
 
Students in this class will be required to engage in and demonstrate each of these types of 
learning, as well as the ability to ask thoughtful and penetrating questions, to listen and 
enter into dialogue, to write and speak with clarity and style, to appreciate the 
perspectives of others, and to respond empathetically. 
 
Tasks 
 
Students enrolled in this course shall: 
  

1) attend  and participate in class sessions, having actively read assigned  material 
2) write four short papers, due on the dates noted in the syllabus 
3) regularly participate in class discussions  
4) make one “current event” presentation in class 
5) complete final and mid-term examinations 

 
Required Texts 
 
Ernst Klee, et. al., eds., The Good Old Days 
Elie Wiesel, Night 
David Gushee, The Righteous Gentiles of the Holocaust 
James Waller, Becoming Evil 
Inge Scholl, The White Rose 
Richard Rubenstein and John Roth, Approaches to Auschwitz (revised edition) 
Robert Ericksen and Susannah Heschel, Betrayal 



 
Explanations 
 
Web CT 
 
For the first time, this class is being taught using Web CT technology. Note that many of 
the readings and suggested resources are linked to the syllabus through Web CT. In 
addition, there are helpful resources posted at the course site as well as a mechanism for 
threaded discussion. Note, however, that if you want to reach me electronically and be 
assured of getting a response in a timely manner, it is best to use my campus e-mail 
address (haynes@rhodes.edu). 
 
Attendance, Preparation and Participation 
 
Attendance, preparation and participation are crucial aspects of a student's involvement in 
a course such as this. Attendance means being present in class on time and remaining 
until class is concluded. Preparation means coming to class having actively read the 
assignment and noted questions or learnings to be shared on request. Participation means 
contributing regularly to discussions in a critical, searching and honest way. 
 
N.B.: Students may miss two classes during the semester for any reason. Three or more 
absences will negatively affect a student’s A & P grade. 
 
Discussions will be most fruitful if each of us respects each others’ opinions, is careful 
not to dominate, allows the full and free expression of divergent views, and resists the 
pressure to reach premature or artificial solutions to problems. Above all, our classroom 
should be a safe place for us to discuss things we care about. 
 
Tips for Successful Class Participation 
 
If you are not accustomed to these expectations for class participation, you may need to 
prepare comments before coming to class. Note that meaningful class participation results 
from active reading of assignments. Active reading requires a dictionary and a pencil or 
highlighter. Use the latter to emphasize important points, make marginal notes, or record 
questions.  
 
N. B. Bring a copy of the readings to each class session. I will expect them to be “marked 
up” in ways that reflect your active reading. 
 
Papers 
 
Students will write four short papers (3-4 pages) with due dates noted on the schedule of 
topics and readings. Note that there are eight due dates for four papers. Paper one is due 
on either due date 1 or due date 2, Paper 2 on either due date 3 or due date 4, etc.  
 
These papers should demonstrate integration of and thoughtful responses to course 



material including readings, discussions, films, etc. They are “response papers” which 
require students to incorporate course readings, class discussions, analytical questions 
and personal reactions. While they require more than recording reactions to course 
material, they are not research papers; rather, they are opportunities to demonstrate that 
you have assimilated and analyzed course material, while forming and communicating 
your own responses. 
 
Papers will be graded on content, style and mechanics and should conform to Kate L. 
Turabian, Student’s Guide for Writing College Papers or some other standard writing 
manual. Papers do not require a bibliography unless they refer to texts not used in the 
course. Stay within the page parameters of the assignment, and use regular fonts and 
margins. Papers that are significantly too long or too short will be graded down. 
 
N.B. Writing well is necessary for success in this class, no matter what your major or 
background, or your level of success in other aspects of the course. Be aware that “good 
writing” means good ideas, expressed well and communicated elegantly. Students are 
often surprised at how carefully I analyze the mechanics of writing in grading papers. 
You should not assume that other aspects of your paper can compensate for flawed prose.  
 
Writing errors that commonly mar student papers include run-on sentences or paragraphs, 
tense disagreement within sentences or paragraphs, dangling modifiers, failure to 
distinguish between transitive and intransitive verbs, poor word choice, and lack of 
clarity. For a guide to writing effective papers in Religious Studies and a copy of the 
department’s inclusive language policy, click here.
 
Paper One  Discuss your background, experiences, and expectations for this course. 
What questions do you bring with you, and what do you hope to understand when the 
course is over? 
 
Paper Two  With a small group of students, view and discuss a feature film dealing 
with the Holocaust. Write about the experience. How did the film enhance or complicate 
your understanding of the Holocaust? How was the experience influenced by watching 
and discussing the film with other students? In choosing a film, you may peruse this list 
of international films or this more popular list of familiar Hollywood titles.
 
OR 
 
   Attend the “Deadly Medicine” program on September 27th at 4pm in 
Blount Auditorium. Tour the online exhibition at the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum web-site. Discuss the program and exhibition, particularly with regard to the 
possibilities and problems associated with science/medicine in a post-Holocaust world. 
 
Paper Three This semester you have viewed the Holocaust through the eyes of 
victims, perpetrators and resistors. How would you rank these groups in terms of their 
contributions to our understanding of the Holocaust? Should each group receive “equal 
time,” or is there some other way to determine the proper focus? 

http://www.rhodes.edu/public/2_0-Academics/2_1_7-Religion/2_1_7_6-News/2_1_7_6_1-Paper.shtml
http://www.jer-cin.org.il/holocaustfilm.htm
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/listmania/list-browse/-/1DK8J6E79KGSP/103-2027131-0631051
http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/deadlymedicine/


 
Paper Four Review some of your chief learnings from this course. How has it 
affected your learning in other areas? Does the Holocaust have implications for your 
major or profession? Would you recommend the course to others? What changes would 
be beneficial? 
 
Paper Grades: 
 
F: No paper is turned in. 
 
D: Paper would receive a “C,” but instructions were not followed. 
 
C: Paper is plagued by poor grammar, incomprehensible prose, a weak or unclear 
argument, and/or reflects little insight or original thought. 
 
B: Paper has a clear argument, proper grammar, and clear prose, and reflects good insight 
and original thought. 
 
A: Paper is elegantly written and shows considerable insight and original thought.  
 
Quizzes 
 
Unannounced quizzes may be given at the beginning of class. Quiz questions will be 
designed to judge students’ preparation for class and quiz grades will be factored into 
Attendance and Participation. 
 
Exams  
 
Both the midterm and final exams will be take-home and include objective and essay 
sections. 
 
Other Activities 
 
Periodically, students will be asked to participate in small group discussions or to 
complete in-class writings assignments. Both activities will help form the instructor’s 
impression of students’ preparation for class. 
 
Current Event Presentation 
 
Once during the semester each student will make a five-minute presentation at the 
beginning of class that describes a current event or news item related to the themes of the 
course. 
 
Late Work 
 
Without an explicit extension from the professor, assigned work will not be accepted 



after the due date. Missed quizzes may not be made up. 
 
Percentages for Tabulating Grades: 
 
Attendance, Preparation and Participation  20% 
Midterm Examination 20% 
Final Examination  20% 
Papers  40% (10% each) 
 
Grading Scale: 
 
93-100        A 
90-92.9           A- 
88-89.9           B+ 
83-87.9            B 
80-89.9          B- 
78-79.9         C+ 
73-77.9          C 
70-72.9     C- 
68-69.9  D+ 
63-67.9  D 
60-62.9  D- 
0-60             F 
 
  
 

Schedule of Topics and Readings 
 
  
Thurs 8/26        Introduction to the Course 
    (film: "The Western Tradition") 
 
Tues 8/31          What is the Holocaust?                    R&R, prologue, ch. 1 
   (film: “The Western Tradition”)                                      
 
Thurs 9/2          Roots of Anti-Semitism      R&R, ch. 2; Luther, “On the Jews and Their Lies”
 
Fri 9/3  Paper Due Date 1 
 
Tues 9/7           Roots of Anti-Semitism   R&R, chs. 3, 4 
 
Thurs 9/9          Nazism                          R&R, ch. 5;  Hitler, "Nation and Race"
 
Fri 9/10  Paper Due Date 2 
 
Tues 9/14         Final Solution            R&R, ch. 6; GOD, 3-11, 24-46, The Jager Report

http://www.awitness.org/books/luther/index.html
http://www.hitler.org/writings/Mein_Kampf/mkv1ch11.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/jager.html


   (film: "The Warsaw Ghetto")         The Stroop Report
     
 
Thurs 9/16        Final Solution              R&R, ch. 7; GOD, 88-106; The Wannsee Protocol
                       (film: "The Wannsee Conference")         
 
Tues 9/21         Final Solution     R&R, ch. 8; GOD, 108-135; 155-171 
                         (film: “Night and Fog”) 
 
Thurs 9/23        Final Solution       GOD, 211-274; Hitler’s Political Testament
 
Fri 9/24  Paper Due Date 3 
 
Mon 9/27  Deadly Medicine Program 
 
Tues 9/28         Victims                  Wiesel, Night; On-line resource for Night
                         (film: “Coming Home”) 
 
Thurs 9/30        Victims     Rittner & Roth,; 58-63; 99-103; 73-83
 
Tues 10/5         Victims     Rittner & Roth, 270-286; 287-308
                                                                          
Thurs 10/7        Perpetrators   Waller, Becoming Evil, 3-49; The Milgram Experiments
                         (film: “Obedience”)              
 
Fri 10/8  Paper Due Date 4                  
 
Tues 10/12       Perpetrators   Waller, Becoming Evil, 50-123; Stanford Prison Experiment
                         (film: “Stanford Prison Experiment”)      
 
Thurs 10/14      Perpetrators   GOD, 75-86; Haynes, "Ordinary Masculinity"
 
Fri 10/15  Mid-Term Exam Due 
 
Tues 10/19       FALL BREAK         NO CLASS 
 
Thurs 10/21      Resistors   The White Rose, 3-58; On-line resource for White Rose               
    (film: "The White Rose") 
 
Fri 10/22  Paper Due Date 5 
 
Tues 10/26       Resistors     The White Rose, 58-93, 125-128, 138-147 
 
Thurs 10/28      Rescuers     Gushee, 69-116 
                         (film: “Weapons of the Spirit”) 
 

http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/resource/document/DocStroo.htm
http://www.lib.byu.edu/%7Erdh/eurodocs/germ/wanneng.html
http://www.ess.uwe.ac.uk/documents/poltest.htm
http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/deadlymedicine/
http://www.chipublib.org/003cpl/onebook_night/night.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milgram_experiment
http://www.prisonexp.org/
http://www.sid-ss.net/ref/whtrose.htm


 Tues 11/2         Rescuers      Gushee, 117-175                                             
                         (film: “Weapons of the Spirit”)   
 
Thurs 11/4        The Church     Sloyan, “Christian Persecution of Jews…”
   (film: “Shadow on the Cross”) Betrayal, 1-21; 40-67 
                          
Fri 11/5  Paper Due Date 6 
 
Tues 11/9         The Church     Betrayal, 90-128; Bonhoeffer, 221-29; 240-42
        Wise, “Why Isn’t Bonhoeffer Honored at Yad Vashem?”
        Henry, "Who Exactly Is A Righteous Gentile?"l
 
Thurs 11/11      Catholic Responses  R&R, 265-280; www.jcrelations.net (statements  
          1028,1030, 1034, 1042) 
 
Tues 11/16        Protestant Responses          R&R, 249-264; www.jcrelations.net (statements  
          995, 1002, 1003, 987, 1005, 1008) 
 
Thurs 11/18      Jewish Responses   R&R,ch. 12; www.jcrelations.net  (statements 1014, 
          1016) 
 
Fri 11/19  Paper Due Date 7 
 
Tues 11/23       Where was America?                   film: “America and the Holocaust” 
 
Thurs 11/25      THANKSGIVING 
 
Tues 11/30       Holocaust Denial   Guttenplan, “The Holocaust on Trial”  
                         (film: “60 Minutes”)                               
 
Thurs 12/2        Other victims           Churchill, “An American Holocaust”                  
                         (film: “Parriamos”) 
 
Fri 12/3  Paper Due Date 8 
 
Tues 12/7         Other Genocides    Haynes, “Never Again?”                                                   
   (film: “The Triumph of Evil”)      
   
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  

http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=0&did=000000026857169&SrchMode=1&sid=3&Fmt=3&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=PQD&TS=1084465426&clientId=390
http://christianactionforisrael.org/isreport/righteous.html
http://www.jcrelations.net/
http://www.jcrelations.net/
http://www.jcrelations.net/
http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=0&did=000000048248301&SrchMode=1&sid=1&Fmt=4&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=PQD&TS=1084464931&clientId=390
http://www.adelaideinstitute.org/Dissenters/wardchurchill.htm
http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=0&did=000000110363657&SrchMode=1&sid=3&Fmt=4&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=PQD&TS=1084462361&clientId=390


 
               
 
   
 
                        
 
   
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
                        
 
   
 
                        
 
   
 
               
 
   
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  



 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
                        
 
   
 
               
 
                           
 
  
 
                        
 
   
 
                        
 
   
 
  
 
                        
 
   
 
                        
 
   
 
  
 
  
 
                        
 
   


	Tips for Successful Class Participation
	Current Event Presentation
	Schedule of Topics and Readings

