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Archaeology and the Biblical World 
 

Course Syllabus for Fall 2004 
 

RELS 260-01 • TR 12:30-1:45 PM • Rhodes 410 • CRN 10556 
RELS 260-02 • TR 3:30-4:45 PM • Clough 102 • CRN 10557 

 
Dr. Ryan Byrne 

byrner@rhodes.edu 
901-843-3258 

Clough 101 
 

Course Description 
 
This course will explore the interpretive relationship between modern archaeological 
research on the southern Levant and the ethnohistoric narratives of ancient Israel and 
Judah found the Hebrew Bible. We will address practical problems of archaeological 
analysis (chronology, stratigraphy, etc.) as well as theoretical approaches to material 
culture (ideology, political economy, etc.) in order to gain a representative picture of how 
modern scholars try to fashion a coherent narrative of life in ancient times. The Hebrew 
Bible contains intellectual, historical and literary products from the Iron Age. We will 
examine the potential for, and difficulties in, correlating these ancient cultural 
perspectives with the material record. 
 
Course Materials 
 
Required Reading 
 

 Brian M. Fagan. Archaeology: A Brief Introduction. 8th edition. Upper Saddle 
River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2003.  
*** Abbreviated in syllabus as “Fagan” 
 

 Amnon Ben-Tor, ed. The Archaeology of Ancient Israel. New Haven: Yale 
University, 1992.   
*** Abbreviated in syllabus as “Ben-Tor” 

 
 John Moreland. Archaeology and Text. London: Duckworth, 2001. 

*** Abbreviated in syllabus as “Moreland” 
 

 Philip J. King and Lawrence E. Stager. Life in Biblical Israel. Library of Ancient 
Israel. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2001. 
*** Abbreviated in syllabus as “LBI” 
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 An English Bible. The NRSV, NEB, NIV, JPS and NOAB translations are 
preferred. Note that the KJV and NKJV versions are less accurate translations of 
the original languages. 

 
* Please note that I have not ordered any Bibles for purchase from the book store. 
It is your responsibility to secure one for assigned reading. Since most of you will 
have taken the first-year Search or Life courses, you should already have one 
(usually NOAB) in your possession. 

 
 
Course Expectations and Grading 
 
Classroom Behavior 
 
Students should arrive at class (1) on time (2) with the assigned readings completed and 
(3) ready to participate in the Agenda. 
 
What is the Agenda? 
 
While there will be substantial lecture components to this course, the ideal class session 
should function as a discussion seminar. The Agenda is the daily discussion plan for each 
class. Each student will complete the assigned reading and formulate substantive 
questions about the material. These questions should not address trivial issues, but rather 
serve to open up and drive discussion for the whole class. Agenda questions are required 
assignments that students should have ready when they arrive at class, and they will 
count toward the final participation grade (see Attendance/Participation). Note that for 
some class sessions the material is such that the lecture component will impinge on our 
ability to address everyone’s questions. Do not be discouraged by this. Formulating 
Agenda questions puts you in the habit of cultivating a critical approach to the readings, 
which is sometimes a more important accomplishment than actually getting closure in the 
way of satisfactory answers. Most balanced intellectual inquiry does not result in 
satisfactory answers in any case. In class discussions, it is always important to remember 
our desire for Good Faith. 
 
What is Good Faith? 
 
Good Faith is the foundation of intellectual trust. It is a demonstration of earnest 
commitment to the class goals, open-mindedness toward the readings and the professor, 
and, most importantly, a healthy measure of respect for one’s fellow students and their 
perspectives. The classroom should be a safe haven where we all feel comfortable 
expressing ourselves. Classroom behavior should model community in its best sense. For 
this reason, I place a significant grading emphasis (see Attendance/Participation) on 
civility and peer encouragement in class discussions. That does not mean, however, that 
we need ever shy away from difficult topics or fear to ask penetrating questions. Critical 
inquiry at the college level requires each of us to ask hard-nosed questions about the 
subject matter ––– and disagreement is an important (indeed necessary) component of 
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scholarship. It is possible for us to challenge each other with both intellectual rigor and 
mutual respect, and you may deem mastery of this balance a rewarding discursive skill in 
life. It falls to the professor to set an inclusive tone for an examination of the material, but 
the students play a symbiotic role in creating a safe haven for learning without fear and 
questioning without contempt. 
 
Good Faith may also come into play as a wild card for borderline grades or special 
requests. Good Faith is your political capital with the professor. Please treat it seriously. 
 
Honor Code Compliance 
 
Academic honesty in the pursuit of pure and practical knowledge is the highest priority in 
college study. In solidarity with the Rhodes academic community, I will expect complete 
and unwavering commitment to the College’s Honor Code. This means that one must not 
take credit for work originated by another. Your signatory adherence to the Code has 
earned you an incalculable trust from the faculty. Please treat that trust with the solemnity 
deserved. 
 
What constitutes academic honesty and dishonesty is not clear to everyone. That is no 
excuse for unfamiliarity with the Honor Code, however. If you are ever uncertain about 
how the Honor Code applies to a particular assignment, it is always better to ask for 
advice beforehand than to turn in an assignment about which you might have misgivings. 
Please ask if something is unclear, and I will do my best to help. Tutors at the writing 
center are also at your disposal for help. Make use of this valuable campus service. 
Representatives of the Honor Council are also available for questions regarding the 
Honor Code and its governance of academic assignments. 
 
Grading 
 
Evaluation of merit breaks down according to the following scheme: 
 
Attendance/Participation    25% 
Term paper and final     30% 
Reaction papers     20% 
Midterm      25% 
 
The semester grade is based on a 100 percent scale, which correlates to 100 points. The 
numerical equivalents for letter grades break down as follows: 
 
Percentage Grade Typical Performance
 
100-93% A superior effort, highest quality work, thoughtful preparation 
92%  A- 
91%  B+ 
90-81%  B satisfactory participation and quality of work, complacent effort 
80%  B- 
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79%  C+ 
78-71% C average quality of work and energy, lacks sensitivity to detail 
70%  C- 
69%  D+ 
68-61% D bare minimum effort, lacks focus and respect for class goals 
60%  D- 
 
What do letter grades mean to the professor? 
 
An A grade is not an entitlement for the completion of all assignments and perfect 
attendance. For our purposes, an A grade signifies a supreme effort with respect to the 
quality of one’s work. An earned A grade indicates that one could not have performed 
more successfully or energetically.  
 
The student deserving an A grade comes to class prepared to discuss the assigned 
readings, demonstrates thoughtful analysis of the ideas and problems at hand, dares to 
offer opinions even at the risk of disagreement, listens respectfully to what others have to 
contribute, and seeks common ground with opposing viewpoints. In writing, this student 
is extremely attentive to detail on matters of prescribed guidelines, conceptual 
organization, substance of research, formatting, citation, grammar and spelling.  
 
The student deserving a B grade typically turns in good work, but it is clear that better 
work was possible. This student engages in class discussion with a lower awareness of, or 
interest in, how her/his comments might improve the quality of discussion and 
contemplation for the entire class. The student’s efforts are lackadaisical or complacent 
relative to her/his abilities. Written assignments are usually decent, but they fall short in 
one or more of the following areas: (1) attention to detail (e.g. formatting, citation, 
grammar and spelling) or (2) reflective analysis of the studied materials. 
 
The performance of the student deserving a C grade suggests only a casual acquaintance 
with the assigned materials and/or a failure to reflect thoughtfully on the purpose and 
relevance of the assignments to class discussion. Her/his writing shows inattention to 
detail, a general indifference to the assignment’s instructions, and/or a superficial 
response to the intellectual challenges encountered throughout the semester course. 
Attendance is semi-regular or regular but unprepared/nonparticipatory. 
 
The student deserving a D grade performs only the very minimum requirements.  
Unsatisfactory effort in the areas of attendance, class participation, quality of written 
work, and/or familiarity with assigned readings will earn a student a D grade. 
 
Attendance/Participation 
 
Class participation is graded heavily. Come to class with the readings completed and 
expect to interact with the professor and class. Sign your name in the attendance roster 
passed out in class. The participation component of the grade evaluates preparation and 
contributions to the daily discussion (see Agenda above). 
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Attendance and class participation together comprise twenty percent of your total grade. 
It is therefore absolutely critical that you avoid unnecessary absences from this class. 
Every three absences after the first instance (which is a free pass) will roughly lower your 
final point total by a full letter grade (e.g. each absence after the free pass equals 3.33 
percent of your total semester points). Thus an excellent semester performance otherwise 
deserving of an A grade will automatically become a B with four absences. With seven 
absences, an A grade becomes a C grade, etc. 
 
Medical treatment with documentation and the rare prearranged exception approved by 
the instructor are the only excusable absences. Chronic tardiness is also frowned upon; it 
may adversely affect one’s attendance grade if unaddressed. 
 
Exams 
 
The midterm will consist of two parts: (1) people/terms to identify (who, what, where, 
when, why), and (2) essay questions. Class handouts distributed throughout the semester 
may feature selected terms in bold print. These are terms that might appear on the 
midterm exam. Students are responsible for ensuring that they obtain a handout if absent 
for a class session.  
 
No make-up exams will be allowed without prior approval from the instructor. For some 
unexplained reason, medical and family emergencies seem to proliferate near exam time. 
Please provide documentation should unusually dire events prevent you from fulfilling 
your classroom obligations. This is for your benefit; it will help the professor stay fair 
and impartial in his response to student crises.  
 
Reaction Papers 
 
Students will write several short reaction papers. Please be prepared to discuss your 
reactions in class.  
 
Term Paper 
 
Students will write a term paper (10-12 pp.) on a subject of their choice in consultation 
with the professor. Students are encouraged to use outside resources (esp. inter-library 
loan) to complete the project.  
 
 
Schedule of Topics and Assignments 
 
August 26 • Introduction and General Housekeeping  
 
August 31 • Signs, Empiricism, and Intangibles 
 

Assignment due: Reflection paper on Fagan p. 142 
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Reading: Fagan, chap. 1 

 
September 2 • Culture and Context 
 
 Reading: Fagan, chap. 3 
 
September 7 • Archaeology of People 
 

Reading: Fagan, chap. 12 
 
September 9 • Settlement, Population, and Exchange 
 
 Reading: Fagan, chap. 11 
 
September 14 • Site Formation, Stratigraphy, and Excavation 
 
 Reading: Fagan, pp. 181-84; chap. 3 
 
September 16 • Typology and Chronology 
 
 Reading: Fagan, chaps. 4 and 7 
 
 Assignment due: Reflection paper on domesticity 
 
September 21 • Archaeology of the Dead, Part 1 
 
 Reading: Handouts 
 
September 23 • Archaeology of the Dead, Part 2 
 
 Reading: Ben-Tor, pp. 25; 34-35 (cf. plates 2-3); 74-78; 139-42 
 
September 28 • Archaeology of Dead Philistines and Israelites 
 
 Reading: Ben-Tor, pp. 240-45; 279-80; LBI, pp. 363-77 
 
September 30 • Explaining Cultural Origins: The Case of the Neolithic Revolution 
 
 Reading: Ben-Tor, pp. 10-31 
 
October 5 • Explaining Cultural Change: The Case of the Intermediate Bronze Age 
 

Reading: Ben-Tor, pp. 126-28; 136-39; 152-58 
 
October 7 • Midterm Examination 
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October 12 • Class, Gender, and “People without History” 
 
 Reading: Handouts 
 
October 14 • Group Meetings 
 
 Reading: Moreland, chap. 1 
 

* Students will divide into groups to discuss the assigned reading. Each group will 
be assigned a subsequent chapter of Moreland’s Archaeology and Text to 
introduce to the rest of class (see below). Groups will construct a lesson plan in 
anticipation of facilitating class discussion for the relevant day and chapter. 

 
October 19 • Fall Recess –– No Class 
 
October 21 • Archaeology and Text, Part 1 
 
 Reading: Moreland, chap. 2 
 
October 26 • Archaeology and Text, Part 2 
 
 Reading: Moreland, chap. 3 
 
October 28 • Archaeology and Text, Part 3 
 
 Reading: Moreland, chaps. 4-5 
 
November 2 • Writing in the Ancient Near East 
 
 Reading: Handouts 
 

Assignment due: Reflection paper on Archaeology and Text 
 
November 4 • Iron Age Scribalism and the Hebrew Bible 
 

Reading: Handouts 
 
November 9 • Court Literature and National Epic 
 
 Reading: Handouts 
 
November 11 • Toward an Archaeology of Cult 
 

Reading: Handouts 
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November 16 • Case Study: The Sea People Invasion 
 
 Reading: Handouts 
 
November 18 • No Class 
 
November 23 • No Class 
 
November 25 • Case Study: The Origin of the Israelites 
 
 Reading: Ben-Tor, pp, 281-96 
 
November 30 • Case Study: The Siege of Lachish 
 

Reading: Handouts 
 
December 2 • Case Study: The Judean Reformation 
 

Reading: Handouts 
 
December 7 • Recap 
 
December 9 • Reading Day –– No Class 
 
 
 
Final Exam Dates 
 
Saturday, December 11 • Final Examination for 3:30-4:45 section –– 5:30-8:00 PM 
 
Wednesday, December 15 • Final Examination for 12:30-1:45 section –– 1:00-2:30 PM 
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