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2013 Rites of Spring 
Line-Up Announced

The Med celebrates 
the soul of Memphis

� e MED foundation board once again gears up for the annual 
Med Night: A Soul Celebration, a soul concert bene� tting � e MED 
Foundation, the fundraising arm of � e Regional Medical Center at 
Memphis. Following in the footsteps of last year’s sold out event, this 
year’s event will showcase the musical stylings of � e Commodores, � e 
Spinners, and Ohio Players.

� e MED Foundation’s Med Night serves the purpose of raising 
funds for � e MED’s special nonoperational projects, such as purchas-
ing state-of-the-art equipment and providing special training for sta� . 
� e event also raises awareness of the Regional Medical Center at Mem-
phis as managing and supporting a variety of medical related activities 
from basic necessities for infants and purchases of advanced surgical 
equipment, to providing training and educational opportunities for its 
employees.

� e proceeds from the evening will bene� t a multitude of services 
provided by the public hospital, including the Dr. Sheldon B. Korones 
Newborn Center – one of the nation’s oldest and largest neonatal inten-
sive care units – the Fire� ghters Regional Burn Center and Elvis Presley 
Memorial Trauma Center, the only burn center and level-one trauma 
center in a 150-mile radius.

“� e money from this event goes back into supporting a commu-
nity hospital,” said Tammie Ritchey, executive director of � e MED 
Foundation in an interview with � e Daily News. “� is is our hospital 
– Shelby County, North Mississippi and Arkansas – and one in four 
people may need � e MED one day. I look at it as investing in a much 
healthier community. � e MED is really working to advance the qual-
ity of health care in our community.”

Although raising awareness about the services o� ered through � e 
MED is the primary focus of the event, the performances for the night 
will be equally as memorable. Last year’s line-up included � e Tempta-
tions featuring Dennis Edwards, � e Four Tops, Marilyn McCoo and 
Billy Davis Jr. and � elma Houston. With legendary Motown group 
� e Spinners and Grammy-award winning group � e Commodores 
slated to perform at this year’s gala, the expectation of great music will 
be met.

“Last year the dance � oor was packed all night long,” Ritchey said. 
“We had very few people leave early, and I fully expect it to be that way 
again this year. People can come and enjoy a great party.”

For more information on the event or to purchase tickets to Saturday’s 
gala, visit www.themedfoundation.org.

Jasmine Gilstrap
News Editor

Rites is right around the corner, and Rhodes’ Activities Board (RAB) announced the line-up via-text 
message at Battle of the Bands on March 7. � is year’s annual spring weekend music festival is April 5-6 
and the lineup is full of artists hitting a variety of genres. 

� e big headliner is Grace Potter, who will be at Rhodes on Friday, April 5. She rose in fame due to her 
rock-and-roll attitude, bluesy vocals and multi-instrumental talents, playing piano, organ, electric guitar, 
acoustic guitar, tambourines and a Fender Rhodes (coincidentally, this is simply a percussion-oriented elec-
tronic keyboard) at some of her shows. Just in the past year, she even performed at the New Daisy and the 
Beale Street Music Festival. 

Nicole McAlvany ’13 saw both performances despite not knowing many of Potter’s songs. “My sisters 
love her, so I saw her the � rst time to make them jealous. Now I love her music,” she said. “She’s a good 
performer and really energetic on stage, so it was a great show.”  

Opening for Potter is country artist and Memphis native, Ben Chism. He will kick off Rites with his 
repertoire of hundreds of covers and originals. Following Chism is one of the most frequently requested 
groups RAB has ever received: Turquoise Jeep. Most known for their sensational hit, “Lemme Smag 
It,” the hip-hop record label gained 
popularity thanks to their YouTube 
videos. They were founded in 2009 
by Flynt Flossy and Whatchymacal-
lit and include additional contribu-
tors such as Yung Humma, Pretty 
Raheem, Slick Mahony and Tum-
miscratch Beats. They continue to 
release new material and even ap-
peared on a track with Childish 
Gambino. 

While it might be di�  cult 
to take a band with songs titled 
“Stretchy Pants” and “Fried or Fertil-
ized” seriously, Turquoise Jeep o� ers 
a performance with choreographed 
dances and immense entertainment. 
Members of RAB saw them at the 
National Association for Campus 
Activities (NACA) in Nashville just 
last month, and they came back even 
more excited about the group’s up-
coming Rites of Spring appearance. 

� e second day of Rites on Sat-
urday, April 6 will open with Delta 
Spirit. � is indie rock band from San Diego writes “summertime” songs full of upbeat and catchy rhythms 
and guitar ri� s—� tting, considering they have played at Coachella, Bonnaroo, and a multitude of other 
warm-weathered music festivals. 

Jordan Houston, better known as Juicy J from � ree Six Ma� a, will follow Delta Spirit in his returns 
to his hometown of Memphis. Juicy J boasts an Academy Award thanks to the song � ree Six Ma� a wrote 
for the movie Hustle & Flow, “It’s Hard out Here for a Pimp,” and it is almost impossible to go to a party 
without hearing his latest hit, “Bands A Make Her Dance.”  

In addition, both nights of Rites include a late-night DJ. Luminox, a Chicago-based dubstep artist, will 
be on the stage Friday night, and Saturday will feature the increasingly popular Nashville-native, Wick-It 
the Instigator.  

Earlier this month, 12 student bands competed in Battle of the Bands. Each performance was judged by 
panel that included RAB president Lucy Gaines ‘13, Res Life Director Regina Simmons, Director of Stu-
dent Activities Anthony DeCosta, and SGA President Mary Catherine Reeves ‘13.  After much deliberation, 
� e Reckoners (Ladd Caballero ‘16, Jake Finch, Fred Lankford ’14, John McHugh ’14, and Jake Turner ‘16) 
and Phylers X Hundredz (Basquiat ’13 and Jared Williams ‘13) secured � rst and second, respectively, and 
both bands will perform at Rites of Spring. � e Miner 49er’s received Honorable Mention.  

In the upcoming weeks, keep an eye out for t-shirt sales, check the mailroom for Rites wristbands, start 
following the RAB Rites of Spring Spotify playlist and be sure to register all guests before the event. Guest 
tickets are $20.  

 

Julia Fawal
Layout Editor

Collage of the Rites bands designed by RAB Concert Chair, se-
nior Rikeen Patel 
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How to Reach Our 
Authors and Us
As the official newspaper of Rhodes 

College, The Sou’wester is produced entirely 
by students on staff. It functions indepen-
dently of faculty and administration. The 
newspaper is published weekly throughout 
the fall and spring semesters, except during 
exam periods and breaks.

The Sou’wester is a member of the 
Student Media Board, a consortium that 
includes the editors of all student media 
outlets, class representatives, and at-large 
representatives from the student body.

All staff editorials published in The 
Sou’wester represent the majority opinion 
of the Editorial Board composed of section 
editors and executive editors. Opinions 
expressed in opinion columns and letters-
to-the-editor do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of The Sou’wester Editorial Board. 
Letters-to-the-editor are encouraged, but 
cannot exceed 350 words; all letters must 
be signed and will be edited for clarity. 

Reaching The Sou’wester
Phone: (901) 843-3402

E-mail: thesouwester@gmail.com
Address: 

The Sou’wester
2000 North Parkway
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Dear Rhodes College,
Spring is in the air and new beginnings and pending goodbyes are at the forefront. 
I am honored to be the new Editor-in-Chief of the Sou’Wester. Our former editor, Jasmine Gilstrap, began a fastastic revamping of 

the Sou’Wester in August, 2011, and I hope to continue and further her efforts. I hope to further distinguish the Sou’Wester as a trust-
worthy and entertaining news source for both Rhodes students and residents of the greater Memphis area. 

College is centered around becoming more well-rounded, trying new things, and learning from past mistakes, and we are trying to 
apply that mantra to the Sou’Wester. In the spirit of entertainment and new beginnings, the Sou’Wester staff decided to add a few new 
sections last issue. We have done this to help increase readership and to spark interest in potential new staff writers. 

Although we launched our website last year, I plan to relaunch it in full next fall (having learned from my ill-preparedness to manage 
a website), featuring PDF files of old Sou’Wester issues, regular blogs, and a section for comments. 

I truly believe that we can only go so far in improving the Sou’Wester without the help of our fellow students; I highly encourage 
-- and beg for -- comments, feedback, suggestions, and letters to the editor.  As always, new writers are always welcome. 

I look forward to working with my fellow students and Rhodes staff.

~Erica Morozin

Letter from the new Editor-in-Chief

Text-Messaging Derangement: A Diagnosis
Evan Katz

Staff Writer
In 8th grade, my cell phone plan let me send 250 text messages per month. Not that I ever did, of course. That’s almost 21 texts per 

day, and you can only send so many “Heyy whats up im bored” texts to Devin Daugherty before she starts to think you’re weird. (She will 
anyway, of course, and snicker with her friends when you make the fatal mistake of wearing gym shorts to the first school dance, but that’s 
beside the point.) 

Times have changed since then, however, and I’m not just referring to my switch to more supportive dance floor attire. 250 texts a month? 
Try 250 texts a day, and that’s with none of them going to Devin Daugherty, thank you very much. Well, almost none. Unfortunately, due 
to my text-happy lifestyle I’ve begun to experience some undesirable side effects and there appears to be no solution, short of texting less, 
which would be ridiculous, I don’t have a problem, I can stop whenever I want, leave me alone this intervention is unwarranted.

Phantom Ring Syndrome
Termed as PRS by myself and medical professionals (and not be confused with Painfully Rigid Scrotum, a rare condition that goes by 

the same acronym), Phantom Ring Syndrome affects me worse than others. While a mild case of PRS might take the form of mistaking 
your friend’s buzzing phone as your own, the slightest twinge or bump in my surroundings sends me scrambling in my pocket, regardless 
of whether my phone is there or not. Almost daily I dive for a particularly convincing buzz on my hip only to realize that I’m in the shower 
and correspondingly naked. God forbid I encounter a vibrating chair.

Textzophrenia 
Our generation has been blessed with the multi-tasking gene, a trait that has likely evolved after countless collective hours spent playing 

GameBoy while simultaneously watching Friends. Unfortunately, the genetic bandwagon seems to have 
left me behind in this regard, and I find myself painfully unable to do more than one 
thing at once. (Frankly, it’s often just a struggle to do one thing at once.) This flaw pres-
ents itself most starkly when someone tries to speak to me mid-text, usually resulting in 
some bizarre combination of whatever I had been typing and a reply. Just yesterday my 
roommate asked me where I’d left his dress shoes and I accidentally sent a text to Devin 
Daugherty that read, “Heyy whats up I’m in the back left of your closet.” Oh, and I 
should mention that while my Windows 95 of a brain struggles through completing 
these two tasks the rest of my face sags into a lifeless state resembling a dangerously-
stoned zombie (the hungriest creature possible, I would assume.)

Response Anxiety
I like to think I’m a fairly laid-back guy. You want to cut me in line at the Rat? No 

problem. You’re ten minutes late for the rendezvous we scheduled? It’s cool – no one 
shows up to rendezvous on time anyway. That said, if I send you a text and you don’t 
respond within two minutes, you’ll likely find me curled in a corner, wide-eyed and 
rocking myself with a white-knuckle grip on my iPhone screen. Yes, I realize it’s irra-
tional, but who’s to say I didn’t inadvertently send a text that offended you into bitter 
silence? Perhaps, at this very moment, as I stare dumbly awaiting a lit screen, you and 
Devin Daugherty and the rest of the 8th grade are using this as an opportunity to col-
lectively reminisce about the time I farted during that geography test (8th grade was a 
dark time). Even more horrifying, perhaps time itself has stopped and I’ve been caught, 
alone, in a frozen bubble of half-life for the rest of eternity. At times like these there’s 
only one thing to do – send a follow-up text. Maybe five or so, just for good measure. 
You can never be too sure with these things.

I’ve come to the sad realization that there isn’t much hope for me, and it likely won’t 
be long before I’ve broken down into a jittery mess of spastic fingers and bloodshot eyes. 
I only wish to serve as an example for those heading down the same path, a gruesome 
warning to texters to everywhere. I wish, that one day, humans will escape their bonds 
and again roam free without interpreting that as meaning they don’t have to pay extra 
when texting overseas. And I wish, above all else, that Devin Daugherty would text me 
back soon. It’s been like four minutes.

(photo courtesy of E.Morozin)
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The weekly sassy 
bisexual column

Breaking in a Sassy Spring
Xany Moore
Staff Writer

I hope you had a very sassy Spring Break! My break was more 
calm than sassy, thankfully. I went home to see my family in Geor-
gia. We enjoyed the nice weather, had some great family dinners, 
and even took a bike ride to the lake. A number of my friends, 
however, did not go home. They went to the beach, which sounds 
wonderful, doesn’t it? Sand, crisp water, death by sunburn—it’s all 
so romantic and college-y. 

I love the beach. When I was younger, my family and I would 
go to Seaside every January for MLK day. There weren’t over-
whelming crowds, and the prices on the condo were low. My fa-
vorite part of the beach is has always been people watching (albeit, 
this was not always the most productive in January). My friends say 
that when they went to the beach for Spring Break, they people-
watched, too. They also people-listened. 

They listened, as they minded their own business and sun-
bathed, to the jerks who stood over them for five minutes and 
talked about what they would do to my friends. 

As you, dear reader, can imagine, I was appalled at this Break 
story, which was so different from of own tales of 2 am Steak and 
Shake runs. After collecting my jaw off the ground, I asked how 
my friend responded to these passerbys. 

“Well, we had our eyes closed, and I figured they would keep 
walking, so I pretended to be asleep.”

A not-so-nice word might have slipped from my mouth. I 
don’t blame my friends: they did exactly what they’ve been told 
to do all their lives. I’m furious at the morons who thought it was 
moral and justified to stand over two highly intelligent, highly ed-
ucated, twenty-something women and describe in detail how they 
would defile such feminine beauties while they thought the fe-
males in question were asleep. I’m sitting across from my friend, 
practically pulling my hair out, when I ask, rhetorically, in what 
kind of world is that behavior—which is quite obviously sexual 
assault—okay?

Then I just start laughing. 
The answer, sadly, is this world. For those who are obser-

vant when they walk across campus, the Peer Advocate Center’s 
Clothesline Project, which serves as an anonymous message about 
the realities of rape culture on Rhodes College campus, is in full 
swing this week. This week, I’ve passed many a student who talk 
about the “ugliness” of the display or how it makes Rhodes look 
bad as a school. I’m usually against making trouble in front of 
Palmer, but I want to shake those people. Is this school’s reputation 
really more important to you than the safety of its female students? 

Sexual assault doesn’t go away because we stop talking about 
it. Sexual assault doesn’t go away if we ignore it or ignore its vic-
tims. Sexual assault doesn’t go away if we close our eyes and decide 
to wait it out. I hope you’ll join me in congratulating the Peer Ad-
vocate Center on its amazing work and its courageous display in 
front of Palmer. 

If you or a friend need someone to talk to, please call the Peer 
Advocate Center at 901-230-6504.

The mainstream American Right 
is in a bad way. Hardly a week goes 
by without some fresh political 
embarrassment or exercise in futil-
ity, whether it be an unprompted 
discussion of “legitimate rape” or 
the latest of several dozen point-
less congressional votes against the 
President’s health care law. The 
most stirring effort the GOP has 
mustered since the last election has 
been Senator Rand Paul’s filibuster 
opposition to the administration’s 
drone policy, though the threat of 
automated assassinations on Ameri-
can soil is an abstract one at best. 
Even then some of the party’s old 
guard snapped toothlessly at Paul 
for daring to deviate from the Repub-
lican presumption in favor of foreign 
adventurism.  One of the movement 
Right’s golden boys, Marco Rubio, re-
cently told a like-minded audience, “We 
don’t need a new idea. The idea is called 
America, and it still works,” succinctly 
capturing the ideological death-wish of 
contemporary movement conservatism. 
Observing this sorry spectacle, I perceive 
within myself a particular sensation of 
dismay, cynicism, and longing for bet-
ter days; the same feeling, in fact, that 
comes to me whenever my radio dial 
drifts over the local country station. I 
am both a conservative and an ardent 
admirer of country music, and yet I find 
myself hastening to add a self-conscious 
“but” in both cases, as in: but I don’t like 
that kind of country music, and I’m not 
that kind of conservative. The dominant 
trends in both conservative politics and 
country music have made me wary of 
associating myself with either, and for 
much the same reason: a simultaneous 
betrayal of roots and a slavish devotion 
to a mass of outworn clichés.

Country music tends to be associated 
with some of the same cultural attitudes 
as conservative politics, of course, but 
the relationship goes deeper. Country 
music as a genre and conservatism as a 
political outlook are both traditional 
in their bones. The former has drawn 
on everything from African-American 
blues tunes to Hawaiian steel guitar to 
create a unique musical idiom, but, his-
torically at least, it has also treasured its 
own idiosyncrasies and kept one foot 
planted firmly in the past.  The genius of 
country music at its best has always been 
the same: an emotionally honest, plain-
spoken method of storytelling. That leg-
acy, alas, is hard to find among the mass-
produced pap emanating from modern 
Nashville. What passes for country 
music on the mainstream radio dial is a 
twangy bastardization of 80’s-era arena 
rock, with a lyrical approach that owes 
more to assembly lines of corporate 
songwriters than to genuine personal 

narrative. All music evolves, no doubt, 
but in country’s case the development 
has inevitably tended toward a wholesale 
surrender to the conventions of pop mu-
sic (superficially catchy, repetitive hooks, 
electronic tinkering, and predictably 
shallow sexually-charged content) as if 
the genre suffered from an inferiority 
complex.  It has become, in short, music 
for people who don’t like music.

American movement conservatism, 
meanwhile, has long since traded any 
affection for permanence and prudence 
for a straitjacket of dogmatic market lib-
eralism, incoherently stapled to a token 
social conservatism that knows what it 
is against (same-sex marriage, abortion, 
“Holiday Trees”) but not what it is for. 
The dominant strain of what is now 
called conservatism has scant regard for 
tradition or for skepticism of ideology, 
the historical essence of a conservative 
philosophy. Atlas Shrugged is the bible 
for the foot soldiers of the contempo-
rary movement, far more than, well, the 
Bible. The mainstream Right’s ongoing 
doomed love affair with a militarized 
foreign policy, moreover, constitutes 
an utter rejection of a vital part of the 
conservative heritage in American poli-
tics. Like the pap peddlers of Nashville, 
the American Right has systematically 
ripped up its roots, and now wonders 
why it struggles to grow.

Another point of commonality be-
tween the artistic decline in Nashville 
and the political decadence in Washing-
ton is that the more these institutions 
have trampled on their own traditions, 
they more they cannot stop telling us 
how country/conservative they are.  
While country music has always had its 
share of common songwriting tropes, 
the genre’s primary mode of expression 
now consists of rattling off laundry lists 
of wannabe-redneck clichés: dirt roads, 
pickup trucks, and the ever present ice-
cold beer. Replace ice-cold beer with 
“American exceptionalism” and pickups 
with “job creators”, and you have the 
structure of a typical Republican stump 
speech. Meanwhile both country artists 

and conservative politicos pay compul-
sive homage to their illustrious predeces-
sors. Nashville’s latest luminaries name-
drop Hank Williams or George Jones 
the way Republicans invoke the sainted 
name of Ronald Reagan, and in both 
cases, they aren’t fooling anyone. At the 
risk of repeating another cliché, Reagan 
wouldn’t make it in the contemporary 
GOP any more than Hank Williams 
would make it in Music City. Observing 
Mitt Romney’s debacle of a campaign 
was the political equivalent of watching 
Taylor Swift caterwauling out-of-tune at 
the Grammys; both represent the sorry 
state to which the enterprises they repre-
sent have fallen.

To some extent, the rot that has infect-
ed both institutions is a product of suc-
cess: movement conservatism’s ascent to 
national power in the 1980’s, and coun-
try music’s hunger for superstardom fol-
lowing the Garth Brooks phenomenon 
in the 1990’s (like Reagan, Brooks was 
far closer to the genuine article than his 
self-appointed successors). Country mu-
sic and conservatism have both become 
industries, more interested in pander-
ing their preferred demographics than 
in serious self-criticism. Of course, good 
music in the country mode still exists, 
just as insightful conservative thought 
still exists, but mostly outside of main-
stream channels. I am not a hipster in 
my musical disposition: I want genuine 
and creative country music to reach a 
popular audience rather than remain-
ing at the margins. But of even greater 
import is the revival of viable conser-
vatism in American politics. To regain 
credibility it will have to take stock of 
the best, often forgotten elements of its 
traditionalist heritage. More than that, 
conservatism will have to rethink the 
stale ideological clichés that tyrannizes it 
as a political force. Otherwise it will re-
main the country music of political per-
suasions: a colossal edifice of bad taste 
contemptuous of its own roots.

Death by Formula: Decadence in Country 
Music and Conservative Politics

Patrick Harris
Opinion Editor 

Photo courtesy of sodahead.com
(photo courtesy of http://stefblog.featuredblog.com/files/

beach_chairs_edited.jpg)
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“Unfortunately, I can’t 
go this year. I am go-
ing to Sewanee and 
Centre for tennis.” - 
Kevin Sierra ‘14

“Seeing Turquoise Jeep 
perform outside of You-
Tube. And Grace Potter.” 
- Claire Cordua ‘13

“I am super pumped to 
get my groove on!” 
- Kendall Caledonia ‘16

What are you looking forward to most about 
Rites of Spring?

CampusSafety
February 10-March 18, 2013

2/11/2013
Reports of a bug infestation in the middle 
ground, offi cer responded, report fi led.
Unauthorized trespassing visitors-reported in 
BCLC, persons hiding in trunk to access cam-
pus, offi cer responded-persons barred from 
campus. 

2/12/2013
Report fi led for the Theft of a cell phone from 
the Refectory. Phone left on tray.
Report fi led for the Theft of a cell phone from 
the Refectory. Phone left on table.

2/13/2013
Report fi led with MPD of a motor vehicle theft 
from the King Hall parking lot. Vehicle later re-
covered.
Report fi led for the theft of a play station game 
from the Robb Social Room
Medical/Injury report fi led for student in Mc-
Coy Theater, transported to local hospital.

2/14/2013
Vandalism report- fi led for inappropriate im-
ages drawn on the white board in Clough.

2/15/2013
Medical/Injury report fi led for student in EVA. 
No transport needed.
Medical report fi led for student in Palmer. No 
transport needed.
Medical/Injury/Alcohol violation report fi led at 
the Pike house. Transported to local hospital.
Information report-bar missing from the ATO 
house, later recovered.
Information report-beer pong table recovered 
in the Stewart common area.

2/19/2013
Medical report fi led for student in FJ. No trans-
port needed.

2/21/2013
Drug violation issued in Blount.
Medical report fi led for student in Library. No 
transport needed.

2/22/2013
Theft of medication reported from packaging in 
the mail/mailroom.

02/24/2013
Medical report fi led for student in EV. No trans-
port needed.
Public intoxication/disorderly conduct reported 
near Bailey gate. MPD responded and trans-
ported.
Fire alarm reported in Glassell.
Fire alarm reported in EVA.

02/25/2013
Reported theft of a book bag and books from 
Glassell. 
Medical/Injury report fi led for student in BCLC, 
transported to local hospital.

02/28/2013
Unauthorized visitor reported by student. Re-
port fi led.

3/2/2013
Off Campus party complaint report fi led.
Property Damage report fi led for broken win-
dow found in the BCLC.
Alcohol Violation fi led in WV.
Vandalism report- fi led for inappropriate im-
ages drawn on cars north of Robinson Hall.
Drug violation/Alcohol Violation fi led in Robb.

3/3/2013
Medical report fi led for student in Voorhies. No 
transport needed.
Vandalism report fi led for broken fi re pull sta-
tion in Robb Hall.
Unauthorized visitor reported in the Middle 
Ground. Offi cer’s responded-student chaper-
one located.
Arson-fl yer on the door at WV set on fi re caus-
ing damage to the papers and door.
Vandalism report- fi led for inappropriate im-
ages drawn on cars in the Mallory lot.
Vandalism report- fi led for inappropriate im-
ages drawn on cars in the Mallory lot. Second 
case.

3/7/2013
Drug Violation fi led in Robb Hall.
Medical report fi led for student in Mallory Gym. 
No transport needed.

3/16/2013
Theft of a bike reported from Robinson.
Public Urination reported near the Library. Of-
fi cers responded and fi led a report.

03/17/2013
Damage to a vehicle reported in the EV lot, 
windshield cracked.
Theft of a laptop reported from Football fi eld, 
laptop left under the bleachers, report fi led.
Accident in the Spann Lot. Minor damage, no 
injuries.

3/18/2013
Sexual assault report fi led from February, under 
investigation.
Domestic situation on campus, report fi led, un-
der investigation.

“� e Zone 10 meeting at 
Ole Miss for physics, and 
for spectacular physics 
demos at Rites to Play. 
I'll be guiding the kids to 
use simple machines to 
lift their friends into the 
air.” - Alec Lindman ‘10

“I am a RA in a fresh-
man area. So, I am 
looking forward to ab-
solutely nothing!”
- Lauren Hales ‘15
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Review of the Top Eight YouTube videos

Evolution of Mom Dancing
13,149,182 views

Uploaded by latenight
Harlem Shake Miami HEAT Edition

12,319,575 views
Uploaded by miamiheat

World’s Most Insane Rope Swing 
Ever! 
4,418,022 views 
Uploaded by devinsupertramp

We’ve Landed: Dare-
devil Chicherit’s Full Mini 

Back-Flip 
3,446,325 views

Uploaded by MINI 

Another Fainting on Live 
TV
3,110,222 views
Uploaded by FunnAlong 

Daytona 300 Crash Specta-
tor View

2,928,248 views
Uploaded by vigilante351 

Oreo Separator Machine #1 Creator 
2,786,900 views
Uploaded by Oreo 

Deer Attacks Cyclist 
1,349,447 views 

Uploaded by Jeff Plassman 

Now that mid-terms are over you can relax and watch all of the YouTube you want; after finishing your homework of course. Here are a few new videos that will make you laugh and offer 
some pretty spiffy ideas for your own YouTube sensation.

Victoria Yates 

The First Lady, Michele Obama, is doing everything she can to emphasis child health in the United States. She is also getting parents involved in 
her movement to a healthier country. This humorous video has First Lady Obama and late night host Jimmy Fallon, dressed as a woman, dancing 
in the style of “moms”. Everyone knows their mom can’t dance and this video just shows off all of the out-dated and silly dance moves created by 
moms as a campaign to get moving with the kids.

The Harlem Shake is a craze for everyone that has internet connection. This strange and amusing group dance gets laughs and giggles out 
of anyone that watches it. In this video the Harlem Shake goes famous by going to Miami. The Miami Heat basketball team goes nuts; all 

dressed up as funny characters from Mario the Plumber to a huge teddy bear. What’s more hilarious than watching famous grown men 
dance around in silly costumes?

During the summer kids love to swing off of ropes into a nice cold creek, but would you go to the extreme? A huge group of people get 
together and decide to rope swing in a canyon. An older gentlemen sets up this massive rope swing and the fun begins from there. The 
music put to the video is catchy and emphasizes the adrenaline pumping created by the situation. The video is also well shot with high-tech 
cameras. If you are an adrenaline junky, this may need to be your next vacation.

The Mini Cooper is an adorable car, but it turns into a sight of amazement whenever it does a back-flip in mid-air. Well known dare-
devil Guerlain Chicherit attempts this crazy stunt without breaking a sweat. He is one of the few men brave enough to send a car flying 

through the air and then land a massive back flip. Chicherit is the first person in the world to land a car that has gone through a back-
flip.

For some odd reason, people really enjoy watching others make fools of themselves on national television. The giggles are unstoppable 
because you feel sorry for the person, but you’re relieved that it isn’t you up there on that stage. In this video clip, a young woman faints 
while on an educational show. This Russian woman is well way into her lecture when her sentence slurs, causing her to stop mid-sentence 
and falls over onto the backdrop. It is really hard not to laugh at the irony because she’s teaching young students about oxygen. 

Everyone that loves NASCAR and was tuned in February 23, 2013 took part in an insane crash between a few different racecars. These 
racers were all attempting to make it to the biggest race; the Daytona 500. For those who aren’t so involved in watching the sport can 

watch the clip of the accident from a spectator in the stands. The car that creates the accident did not seem to be in a lot of trouble and 
then everything goes downhill from there. Amazingly none of the drivers were injured and people in the stands had cuts and scrapes. 

When you watch the video you won’t believe that people just got up and walked away from this. 

Milk’s number one cookie is Oreos but we not only love the taste of the whole cookie but the cream filling itself. There are a few strange 
people though that dislike the cream and can never get it all the way off their cookies. It’s difficult to separate an Oreo and leave it clean. To 
solve this problem, David Neevel, a physicist creates a machine to separate the cookie because he dislikes the cream. The photography and 
the music dramatize his creation while he’s speaking about it. If you want to get creative with your own Oreo Separator watch this video for 
a few helpful ideas but just remember that it’ll take a while to make such a perfect machine.

Like any other cycler that ventures to ride in the woods, there is any possibility of strange occurrences. This one cyclist has a head-camera placed on 
his helmet as he rides along in a marathon. He has broken off from a majority of cyclists, riding solo down the beaten path. Out of nowhere a deer 

comes sprinting from somewhere within the woods and knocks the man right off of his bicycle. How rude. Jeff Plassman edited the video and added 
the instrumental piece the Nutcracker Suite. Jeff even slows down the deer bounding towards the cyclist. Nature vs. Man in the making you might 

say. 
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Student Musician of the 
Week: Emmanuel John-Teye

Molly Whitehorn
A&E Photo Editor

Top Five: 
Weird Holiday Movies

Shelby Lund
A&E Editor

1.      Hop (Easter, 2011): This laughably bad animated/live- 
action mash-up stars Russell Brand as E.B., the son of the 
Easter Bunny, played by Hugh Laurie, who would rather be a 
drummer than follow in daddy’s footsteps.  He runs away to 
L.A., where he hides out with Fred, played by James Marsden, 
a perpetual slacker who dreams of becoming the Easter 
Bunny himself.  The entire premise is ridiculous. The film’s 
villain—Carlos the Easter Chick, played by Hank Azaria—has 
been accused of demonstrating insensitivity towards Mexican 
Americans, and E.B. poops jelly beans.  Need we say more?

2.      Leprechaun (St. Patrick’s Day, 1993): This early-90s 
horror flick starring a pre-Friends Jennifer Aniston tells the 
story of a murderous leprechaun, played by Warwick Davis, 
who terrorizes a group of people staying at an old farmhouse 
in his search to recover his missing gold.  Released in early 
January of that year—aka the place bad movies traditionally 
get shoved—this low-budget “humorous” scary movie garnered 
overwhelmingly negative reviews, yet due to its commercial 
success managed to spawn six even worse sequels. 

3.      Leap Year (Leap Day, 2010): Probably the most 
obscure “holiday” to ever get movie treatment, the film 
stars Amy Adams a woman who decides to exploit an 
obscure tradition by proposing to her boyfriend, played 
by Adam Scott, on Leap Day, which would force him to 
accept.  She is aided by a dashing Irishman, played by 
Matthew Goode, and naturally falls in love with him.  
The film was critically panned, accused of being overly 
clichéd and unfunny, although Adams was praised for her 
natural charm.  

4.       Groundhog Day (Groundhog Day, 1993): 
Definitely the most successful “obscure holiday” movie, 
the film tells the story of self-centered meteorologist Phil 
Connors, played by Bill Murray, who becomes trapped 
in a time loop and forced to repeat Groundhog Day over 
and over again until he “gets it right.”  The film initially 
had positive, if not excellent, reviews, and over time more 
and more critics have praise the film’s virtues, resulting in 
the zany film becoming a romantic comedy classic.

5.       Eight Crazy Nights (Hanukkah, 2002): 
Acknowledging that not everyone celebrates Christmas, 
this animated Adam Sandler vehicle unfortunately has 
little else going for it beyond its Hanukkah connection.  

Done in the style of a Christmas special—complete with musical numbers—the film tells the story of alcoholic 
troublemaker Davey Stone, played by Sandler, and his contentious relationship with the elderly Whitey Duvall, 
also played by Sandler, who attempts to help him turn his life around.  Despite its animated special act, the film 
is very much adult-oriented, featuring sexual humor, and a repeated gag involving reindeer poop.  The film was 
panned by critics, who declared it largely unfunny and the lead character both annoying and unsympathetic.  

With St. Patrick’s Day gone and Easter fast on the way, the country hangs in an odd place between two 
commercialized—but not overwhelmingly popular—holidays.  Hollywood is often at a loss for how to capitalize 
on these celebrations in terms of making movies, but that does not mean they have not tried.  Here are 5 
examples of Hollywood’s attempts—successful and otherwise—to profit off of our less popular holidays.

Born and raised in Ghana, senior Emmanuel John-Teye was 
introduced to Rhodes after studying abroad at Mercersburg Academy 
in Pennsylvania for a year. “My pre-calculus teacher, Mr. John Burnett, 
told me about Rhodes because I was looking for a good pre-med college, 
one that was located in a musically enriched city. He said that Rhodes 
was the best place because not only is it known for its strong pre-med 
program, but it’s in Memphis, where there’s a lot of jazz and blues, which 
is my kind of music.” 

Although John-Teye has built a reputation around campus as 
an extremely talented keyboardist, he learned the instrument in an 
unconventional way. The band at his dad’s school in Ghana, which 
John-Teye attended, was going to have a performance in two weeks, but 
one of the pianists had to leave for Canada. Having already committed 
to the program, John-Teye was chosen to take his place even though he 
was a drummer at the time. “It was pure memorization. ‘Just memorize 
this song; you don’t know the basics, but just learn it! Play this chord 
when you hear this!’ That was intense.” He says that without this twist of 
fate, “I would have never learned the piano.” 

But once he was introduced to the piano, there was no going back. 
“The drums I love, I still love, but there’s something about the piano that 
I just can’t describe…I love to multitask and I love things that involve 
mind division, so what made me love the piano is, I think, the drums. I 
found myself, when I started playing the drums, doing very complicated 
things. My left hand would be doing something different than my right 
hand. But the keyboard, you have so many notes! The options are vast 
and it just expands my ability to express myself; I can communicate my 
feelings through the piano more than I can with any other instrument.” 

Anyone who has heard John-Teye play will be surprised to learn 
that he cannot read music. “I started playing by ear, and I [still] play 
solely by ear. It’s just now that I’m picking up reading from Rhodes.” 
And if you have heard him play jazz, you would be even more surprised 
by the fact that he had never heard of the genre until he went on a tour 
to Europe with his high school band. “During the tour we were playing 
gospel music and one time I was just lying down and I woke up the next 
day and I had a song, basically. I wanted to pull out what was in my 
mind and put it on the keyboard. It had nothing to do with a particular 
genre of music, it was just instrumentation. I showed the drummer 
what I wanted him to play because I already had a drum background 
in mind [for the song] and then I told the bass guitarist what I needed 
him to play. Someone heard it and they were like, ‘This is jazz.’ And I 
had no idea what jazz sounded like at that time. Then I started going on 
YouTube and listening to what jazz actually sounded like and I was like, 
‘Oh, I love this!’” And John-Teye’s talent is not going unnoticed outside 
of Rhodes; he will soon head to Nashville for a few days to record at one 
of the top production studios there. 

“Emmanuel John-Teye, a senior from Ghana, learned how to 
play the piano entirely by ear and stumbled upon his love of 
jazz by accident during a high-school band trip.”

“Rebellious teen son of the Easter Bunny 
runs off to L.A. to become a drummer and 
poops jelly beans—not exactly the best 
idea for an Easter-themed kids’ flick.”

“Despite garnering largely negative reviews, 
Leprechaun somehow spawned six even 
worse sequels and now spends its time try-
ing to cash in on star Jennifer Aniston’s later 
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THIS WEEK IN 
ENTERTAINMENT

New Movie Releases:  
3/22/13

Olympus Has Fallen
Admission
The Croods

Spring Breakers
The Sapphires

Gimme the Loot
Love and Honor

Television Highlights 
(3/20-3/26)

Arrow, Wednesday, 7 pm, CW.  
Oliver’s ex, the Huntress, threatens 
to destroy everything and everyone 
he cares about. 

Criminal Minds, Wednesday, 8 pm, 
CBS.  The team investigates victims 
who were sharing personal details 
online. 

The Vampire Diaries, Thursday, 
7 pm, CW.  Realizing that Elena 
needs time away, Damon takes her 
to New York. 

Glee, Thursday, 8 pm, FOX.  The 
New Directions performs songs that 
they are embarrassed to like.

NCAA Basketball Tournament, 
Thursday-Sunday, Times Vary, 
Multiple Channels.

The Big Bang Theory, Friday, 6:30 
pm, FOX.  Leonard prepares for a 
three-month science expedition.

Once Upon A Time, Sunday, 7 
pm, ABC.  New Episode called 
“Selfless, Brave, and True.”

The Good Wife, Sunday, 8 pm, CBS.  
After a litigious client is murdered, 
Alicia learns that someone close to 
her may also be in danger. 

Castle, Monday, 9 pm, ABC.  
When a body is discovered in an 
industrial cake mixer, the murder is 
traced to an Irish gang.

New Girl, Tuesday, 8 pm, FOX.  
Jess, Schmidt and Winston go to 
Chicago with Nick to help him deal 
with a death in his family. 

Enter the Dragons: Game of Thrones Season 3
Shelby Lund
A&E Editor

Next-Gen Sony: The PlayStation 4
Stephanie Berendt

Staff Writer

        This past month, Sony officially announced the release of a new gaming console. There are no official images of the console itself as 
of yet, but images have been released of the console’s new controller. Sony revealed that the release date is this holiday season, although 
no specific date or price has been announced. PlayStation fans believe that the price should be about $400 to $450 USD, as much of 
the hardware is not going to be much more advanced than what is already in the PlayStation 3. Other information about the console 
is known for sure, such as the unpopular reality that the PS4 will not have backwards disk compatibility. Translation: No disk-based 
PS3 games can be played on the system. But an upside is that unlike the new Xbox console, the PS4 will not disallow used games. 
      Other improvements that make the console “next-gen” include the unbelievable graphics, the fact that the console’s hardware is 
closer to that of a PC (which makes development easier), the share button 
on the game controller that allows users to view in-game content being 
streamed live from their friends, and the fact that Sony has bought Gaikai. 
The latter is a cloud-based gaming service, and the PlayStation Cloud ser-
vice with Gaikai will allow users to play games from previous generations. 
What is so cool about this pairing, along with Ustream, is that users and 
their friends will be able to interact while they’re using the service, posting 
comments to each other’s screens while playing or even providing in-game 
help. The plan is to allow backwards compatibility via streaming over time. 
The service is supposed to eventually work with PS4, PS3, Vita and some 
smartphones and tablets. 
       Sony quite obviously is pushing the boundary with its new gaming con-
sole.  It is also releasing big-name games to entice buyers, such as Assassin’s 
Creed IV: Black Flag, Infamous: Second Son, and Destiny. Also, word on 
the street is that the PlayStation 5 and PlayStation 6 are already in the early 
conceptualization stages in Sony’s research and development labs. This could 
mean great things for the future of console gaming. 

Ever since its premiere in 2011, the hit HBO series Game of Thrones, which centers 
on intrigues and power struggles in the kingdom of Westeros, has garnered critical 
praise and commercial success. Now as it moves into its third season, this epic fantasy 
show promises new dramas, and yes, new dragons.            

 The series’ massive success caused the producers to order a third season only nine 
days after the Season 2 premiere. Showrunners David Benioff and D.B. Weiss have 
stated that Season 3, which contains ten episodes, will be based off the first half of A 
Storm of Swords, the third novel in the wildly-popular A Song of Ice and Fire series 
by George R.R. Martin, which the show is based on. Each episode will be longer than 
those of previous seasons, running at about 56 or 57 minutes instead of 52.  Benioff 
and Weiss have also stated that this season will have a famous scene from the novel 
which originally inspired them to adapt the novels for television.  

Story-wise, Season 3 continues to follow the civil war begun in Season 2. The Lan-
nister family still holds the throne, led by the manipulative Queen Cersei, played 
by Lena Headey, her monstrous son King Joffrey, played by Jack Gleeson, and her 
younger brother Tyrion, played with Emmy-Award-winning brilliance by Peter Din-
klage. They are opposed chiefly by the Stark family, led by young Robb Stark, played 
by Richard Madden, and his mother Catelyn, played by Michelle Fairley, and the 
Baratheon family, led by Stannis Baratheon, played by Stephen Dillane, and his be-
witching advisor, Melisandre, played by Carice van Houten. In the East, Daenerys 
Targaryen, an exiled princess played by Emilia Clarke, seeks to build an army to 
reclaim the Iron Throne, aided by her advisor Jorah Mormont, played by Iain Glen, 
and her three dragons—yes, dragons. Finally, Jon Snow, played by Kit Harington, 
Robb’s illegitimate half-brother and a member of the Night’s Watch which guards 
Westeros’ northern border, must contend with new dangers which threaten to spill 
over the wall and into the war-torn realm.

Season 3 will also introduce a host of new characters, several of which are played 
by notable—or at least interesting—actors. For example, film and TV star Ciaran 
Hinds has been cast as Mance Rayder, the “King-Beyond-The-Wall” and leader of the 
wildling army threatening to overrun the Night’s Watch.  The great British actress 
Diana Rigg will play Olenna Tyrell, called the “Queen of Thorns,” a noblewoman 
whose family was once allied with the Baratheons, but is now working with the Lan-
nisters. Finally, Thomas Sangster, the young actor who voices Ferb on the popular 

Disney Channel cartoon Phineas and Ferb, is playing Jojen Reed, a boy gifted with prophetic visions who along with his sister Meera, played 
by Ellie Kendrick, befriends Robb and Jon’s younger brother Bran, played by Isaac Hempstead-Wright.

 Excitement is high among fans, particularly thanks to the recent release of a trailer featuring new footage from the show. These include 
scenes of the wildlings scaling the Wall in the North, the Starks dealing with countless dead soldiers, and Daenerys standing at the head of 
an army. But far and away the most impressive image is of a full-grown dragon flying over Daenerys’ ship, followed by a shot of fire bursting 
behind Daenerys’ head—revealing that not only be there dragons, but they are about to enter the plot in an explosive way. Needless to say, 
the world will be waiting with baited breath for the season premiere on March 31st.

“The critically acclaimed Game of Thrones re-
turns for its third season on HBO, promising 
drama and dragons on a grand scale.”

“While little is known about this new gaming console’s 
appearance, aside from this image of the new con-
troller, the PlayStation 4 promises to deliver innova-
tive new ways for gamers to interact with each other 
through their devices.”
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On Monday, February 11 Pope Benedict XVI an-
nounced his resignation from the office of the Bishop of 
Rome. This resignation, which occurred at the end of the 
month, ended his eight years as Supreme Pontiff after the 
death of Pope John Paul II in 2005. In his official state-
ment, Benedict said, “After having repeatedly examined 
my conscience before God, I have come to the certainty 
that my strengths, due to an advanced age, are no longer 
suited to an adequate exercise of the Petrine ministry.” 
Vatican spokesperson Rev. Federico Lombardi said that 
this was neither a result of any disease nor external pres-
sure, but that due to his age of eighty-five the Pope has 
naturally weakened.

After announcing his resignation, many wondered 
whether Popes had the liberty of resigning at all. Accord-
ing to Canon law, a resignation must be made freely on 
the basis that the Pope is sound of mind. Therefore, in his 
official statement Benedict explained that “For this rea-
son, and well aware of the seriousness of this act, with full 
freedom I declare that I renounce the ministry of Bishop 
of Rome, Successor of Saint Peter, entrusted to me by the 
Cardinals on 19 April 2005, in such a way, that as from 28 
February 2013, at 20:00 hours, the See of Rome, the See 
of Saint Peter, will be vacant and a Conclave to elect the 
new Supreme Pontiff will have to be convoked by those 
whose competence it is.”

Amidst the questions and doubt circling through the 
Vatican, Rome, and the rest of the world, many focused 
on Pope Gregory XII, the last Pope to resign 598 years ago 
in 1415. According to an article from the  New York Daily 
News, Pope Gregory’s resignation was a way to appease 
the Great Western Schism, a forty-year long period of tur-
moil within the church in which cardinals in Avignon, 
France, Rome and Pisa, Italy, all claimed to be the true 
Pope of the Church. The schism ended at the Council of 
Constance, where Pope Gregory XII and Antipope John 
XXIII of Pisa stepped down and made cardinals as a re-
ward for cooperation. Antipope Benedict XIII of Avignon 
refused and was later excommunicated.

Skipping ahead almost six centuries, there have been 
various criticisms surrounding Pope Benedict’s resigna-
tion. Many believe that abdicating the holiest and most 
honorable position in the Catholic Church is unaccept-
able. However, when one considers the reason for Greg-
ory XII’s resignation and compares it to that of Benedict 
XVI, his decision to step down is arguably admirable. In 
his statement Benedict further explained that “in today’s 
world, subject to so many rapid changes and shaken by 
questions of deep relevance for the life of faith, in or-
der to govern the bark of Saint Peter and proclaim the 
Gospel, both strength of mind and body are necessary, 
strength which in the last few months, has deteriorated 
in me to the extent that I have had to recognize my inca-
pacity to adequately fulfill the ministry entrusted to me.” 

As Pope Gregory XII relinquished his title as Su-
preme Pontiff to mend the rifts in the Church, ensur-
ing the stability of the Church for future generations, 
Pope Benedict XVI is also assuring the stability of the 
Church by recognizing the effects that his progressing 
age has had on his ability to soundly govern the Church. 
From his statement, readers can only begin to grasp the 
internal struggle Pope Benedict XVI dealt with to even 
consider abdicating his position.

Vatican spokespersons have said that the College of 
Cardinals will gather for a Conclave in order to elect a 
new pope. Lombardi also declared that after February 
28 the Pope will move to the papal summer residence at 
Castel Gandolfo, then ultimately into a monastery in the 
Vatican. Amidst the confusion, one thing is certain: Pope 
Benedict XVI plans to “devotedly serve the Holy Church 
of God in the future through a life dedicated to prayer.”

Update: Cardinal Jorge Bergolio of Buenos Aires, 
Argentina was selected to be the 266th pope under the 
name Pope Francis. 

The aftermath of Benedict 
XVI’s resignation

Mariah Giblin

Pope Benedict XVI is the first pope to resign in 598 years. He became pope in 2005.

Study Abroad 
iPA of the week: 
Samantha Dean

(photo courtesy of GoogleImages)

Hi! My name is Samantha Dean and I’m a junior 
Mathematics-Economics bridge major here at Rhodes. 
This past semester I traveled to the South island of New 
Zealand to study at the University of Otago. With the 
help of the Arcadia University staff, I, along with a group 
of about 30 other American students, ventured to the op-
posite side of the world in effort to gain some perspective 
of the kiwi lifestyle.

During my six months there, I lived in a co-ed flat 
with 3 other students, one of them a native from New 
Zealand, and attended classes four days a week. On my 
weekends, I generally explored and traveled with other 
international students to various “hot spots”. Since I lived 
with a local, though, I was often taken to secluded sites 
that were more breath-taking than those listed on a tour-
ist’s map. I learned heaps about the Māori culture, as my 
program had multiple excursions dedicated to native tra-
ditions. We were taught how to prepare local cuisine and 
also visited a Māori village, which is one of the things I 
cherish most about my trip.

While abroad, I met a multitude of young adults my 
age from every corner of the globe who taught me more 
than I can ever put into words. I visited legendary at-
tractions like the steepest street in the world, Lord of the 
Rings set locations, and the Cadbury factory, hiked the 
remarkable trail dubbed New Zealand’s “Great Walks”, 
and even went to my first rugby game. Being placed in 
a setting like this that was so far away from home really 
drove me to the edge of my comfort zone, but also forced 
me to push myself intellectually, emotionally, socially, 
and culturally. 

As I adjusted to the accents, traditions, and pace of 
life, I was in what I must describe as my own version of 
heaven. I truly believe that everyone and anyone should 
study abroad if they’re interested in the slightest. It is in-
describable and unbelievable.

Where I Went: Dunedin, New Zealand
When I Went: Fall 2012
Program: Arcadia University – College of 

Global Studies

(photo courtesy of S. Dean)

Samantha Dean
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Rhodes Says 
Goodbye to 
Orgill Room

What do Mad TV, All That, In Living Color, and Saturday Night Live all have 
in common? All fall into the category of sketch comedy, a series of slightly overdra-
matic performances usually lasting somewhere between two to seven minutes long. 
A group of Rhodes students have brought this phenomenon to Rhodes, forming the 
sketch comedy group called Sketchy.

Led by executive board members Phat Ho ’14, Amy Oates ’14, Hannah Chen 
’14, and Taylor Jackson ’15, Sketchy serves as a platform to unite performers and 
writers in creating thought provoking comedy pieces. Topics the group hopes to 
address include gender roles, campus life, cultural taboos, and current news events. 
The ultimate goal of the organization is to raise awareness about issues using satire.

“People have been comparing us to CUP [Contents Under Pressure] because we 
are both performance groups. The difference is that we entertain, but we are more 
intentional with the writing and not improving,” said Ho.

Writing serves as a key function for the organization with Oates serving as the 
Head Writer for the group who begins the screening process for the scripts. Follow-
ing Oates, the scripts goes the rest of the executive board of writers and performers 
before the open group reading and finally a screening from the groups advisor, The-
atre professor David Mason and Director of Student Activities, Anthony DeCosta.

“The advisors have been a big help during this process,” said Ho. “Their role 
in the editing process helps us make sure our message is clear since we’re dealing 
with sensitive topics that could be misinterpreted. They are in no way hindering our 
voices. If we have something to say about a topic, we’re free to say it.”

The performance aspect of each piece requires fewer restrictions in order to 
keep the group’s identity as being open, all inclusive, and willing to work with any-
one interested. The writer of the script is paired with a board member to fulfill the 
directing duties for the piece. Current projects from the group address how interac-
tions at a party can be misinterpreted and the process of reporting sexual violence 
on campus.

On Friday, March 22, the group will perform at Caritas Village on the topic of 
bullying. The event this week will be part of the outreach the group hopes to garner 
in the future, adding other Rhodes community partners such as Cypress Middle 
School.

 Ultimately, Sketchy would like to entertain and have conversations with youth 
audiences and eventually involve them in tell their own stories through sketch com-
edy writing.

Although the constitution for Sketchy will be voted on at the upcoming Rhodes 
Student Government meeting, the group meets consistently on Thursday nights 
and accepts scripts and performance ideas on a rolling basis. A campus wide perfor-
mance is slated for the second week in April. To submit a script to Sketchy, email the 
executive board at sketchylynx@gmail.com. Performers or anyone who according 
to Ho, “just wants to laugh for an hour on Thursdays,” should attend the group’s 
weekly meetings.

Jasmine Gilstrap
News Editor

Rhodes Gets A Little 
“Sketchy”

Named after Edmund Orgill, former Southwestern at Memphis Trustee and third genera-
tion owner of the Orgill family hardware wholesalers, the Orgill room serves as a site for dif-
ferent types of  on campus events including guest lectures, academic symposiums, and depart-
mental meetings. Located in Clough Hall, the staple of a campus space will soon be converted 
into an academic hub for the Anthropology and Sociology department.

The proposition of changing the coveted campus space follow on the heels of recently com-
pleted renovations of the Refectory and the construction of the West Village dormitory. The 
new available meeting spaces in the Refectory have allowed administration to begin reconsider-
ing the usage for other campus spaces including Orgill and Hardie Auditorium in Palmer Hall. 
Housing the Anthropology and Sociology department and the Psychology department has left 
first floor Clough with a cramped feeling which the transformation of Orgill hopes to address. 

“The conversion of the Orgill Room offers a solution to a problem that has affected two 
of our academic departments for many years,” said John Olsen, Associate Dean of Academic 
Affairs. “It would set in motion a series of ‘dominoes’ that should result in significantly im-
proved facilities for Anthropology & Sociology as well as Psychology – something that both 
our internal community and external observers have identified as a significant desideratum for 
the College.”

The idea of using the Orgill room to elevate the spatial problems of first floor Clough 
stem from discussions at the Department of Psychology’s external review in 2009. Prior to the 
additions to the Refectory, meeting spaces available to all Rhodes community members were 
limited with Orgill fulfilling the needs for most events. Work in Hyde Hall and other spaces 
across campus can now fulfill many needs met by Orgill with their increased availability, fur-
nishings, and smart technology.

The current set up of a 100 seat capacity room will transform to include a 32-seat class-
room as well as office and student research space for the Department of Anthropology and 
Sociology. This new set up solves a problem that has affected the Anthropology and Sociology 
department and the Psychology department in recent years with both departments growing 
tremendously. If the conversion of Orgill goes forward, the next step will be to begin planning 
work with the Department of Psychology for future renovations and remodeling in the base-
ment of Clough Hall. 

“I think the proposed changes to the Orgill room are not the ideal way to address the space 
issues we face in the basement of Clough, but it might allows us to continue on until the college 
can build another academic building,” said Chris Wetzel, Associate professor of Psychology.

For now, the Orgill room will continue to be a premiere spot for on campus events un-
til renovations on the space begin, most likely in the summer months. If students have any 
thoughts on the Orgill conversion, they can share their concerns and comments with Dr. 
Olsen.

Jasmine Gilstrap
News Editor

(photos courtesy of A. 
Draper)

Sketchy officers: Top (from left to right) Phat Ho, Amy Oates, and 
Taylor Jackson. Bottom: Hannah Chen. (photo courtesy of P.Ho)
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Tyler Springs

When Lynx Leave the Den: 
Snapshots from a Varsity Team’s Roadtrip

Friday, March 8
Atlanta, Ga.

8:50 p.m. Eastern Standard Time: At this moment, most of 
Jackson Baker’s classmates are headed for the beach. They will 
spend Spring Break at warm-weather destinations in Florida and 
Alabama, and they will not exert themselves at all. Baker, on the 
other hand, is hard at work. It is a clear night, around 50 degrees 
Fahrenheit, and the coast is nowhere close. This, for him, beats 
any beach.

To Baker’s left, the 30-odd players and coaches on the Rhodes 
baseball team are leaning on the dugout railing, shouting encour-
agement at the senior. They have seen Baker throw 127 pitches 
tonight, and they want just one more out.

“How far Jackson goes depends on his stress level,” Rhodes’ 
head baseball coach Jeff Cleanthes said before the game. “If he 
has to make a lot of high-pressure pitches, I think he won’t go 
as far.”

Dead ahead of Baker is his catcher, fellow senior Matt Killary.  
Killary has played first base for the last four years; in fact, he 
has never caught an official inning of collegiate baseball before 
tonight. At a critical moment late in the game, Cleanthes moved 
Killary behind the plate to make room for pinch hitter Stroth-
er White at first base, a substitution intended to jumpstart the 
struggling Lynx offense.  Killary looked cagey through the first 
few hitters, but Baker trusts him.

“We grew up together, so he caught me when we were like 10,” 
Baker said later. “But [Friday] was the first time in probably eight 
years. I think he might’ve been nervous, but he’s a competitor.”  

Behind Baker, the bases are loaded. With two outs, the count 
on Oglethorpe University’s No. 3 hitter is full, three balls and 
two strikes. The Lynx have played hard through six-and-a-half 
innings, but they trail the Stormy Petrels 1-0.

Baker looks at Killary, his old friend, and he steadies himself, 
setting his right foot against the pitching rubber.  He delivers a 
knee-high breaking ball, a ballsy pitch with so much on the line. 
Strike three. It is Baker’s 10th strikeout tonight.

As the Lynx prepare to bat, Baker stands alone in the dugout, 
briefly enjoying the moment. There are still two innings left in 
this game—one Rhodes will win after scoring twice in the top 
of the eighth—but Baker’s job is done. Tomorrow is his birthday, 
and tonight’s game, though one of many, is a very satisfying pres-
ent for Baker to reflect on. 

* * *

Saturday, March 9
8:35 a.m.: Senior pitcher Matt Burnick feigns outrage when I de-
cline to give him a ride from the hotel lobby to the Chick-Fil-A 
down the street. “Dude, I will destroy your journalistic integ-
rity for this!” He hitches a ride with sophomore pitcher Thomas 
Beamish, whose sister has agreed to drive them.

9:06: Sophomore pitcher Blake Harrell sits down nearby to eat, 
only to stand up a moment later. With thin black glasses and 
dark hair, he looks like a nerdier version of Major League’s Rick 
Vaughn, complete with “Wild Thing” idiosyncracies. “I put those 
hardboiled eggs in the microwave, and all of a sudden, I heard a 
‘boom,’” Harrell says, chuckling. Burnick, now back from Chick-
Fil-A, chimes in: “That’s why we can’t take you places.”

9:10: Junior outfielder Andrew Wallis finds a chair at my table. 
By now, more than a dozen players are eating, trying to reverse 
the inertia of sleep. “We had pizza after the game, got back to the 
room around midnight,” he says. “I fell asleep waiting to brush 
my teeth because Burnick was in the bathroom. He takes for-
ever.”

Sunday, March 10
7:10 a.m. Eastern Daylight Time: Cleanthes is already awake 

and eating breakfast.
“I’ve been up since 4:30,” he says. A 20-ounce bottle of Dr. 

Pepper sits on the table next to him, two-thirds empty.  
After Friday night’s game, freshman first baseman Jack Mc-

Cleskey came down with symptoms of strep throat, and he re-
mained at the team hotel all through Saturday.  His condition 
didn’t improve over the course of that evening, and early on Sun-
day morning McCleskey woke Cleanthes. Hours later, McCles-
key was on a flight home to New Orleans.

“This happened two years ago on a trip to Piedmont (Ga.) 
College,” Cleanthes said. “We drove halfway, stayed the night in 
Birmingham, and had to rent a car to drive one of our guys home 
from there because he was so sick.  We had three games that 
weekend, and after the second, so many guys were ill that we had 
only 12 healthy players. I cancelled the third game. I’m afraid of 
these kids coming down with something on the way to Florida.”

To make matters worse, freshman shortstop Bill Munson, the 
team leader in hits, learned in post-midnight X-rays after Friday’s 
game that he’d fractured a bone in his hand, an injury that would 
sideline him for at least a month.  On top of that, catcher Josh 
Goodwin, who started Saturday’s contest, dislocated his shoulder 
on a headfirst slide while attempting to steal third base in the top 
of the sixth. The junior had to be removed from the game to have 
the joint popped back into place.  

“It’s probably the least healthy team I’ve seen at this point in 
the season over the last few years,” athletic trainer Drew Gibson 
said. “But we’ve been lucky. There hasn’t really been a major in-
jury like Munson’s in maybe eight years. We’re fortunate, because 

you can’t do much to prevent stuff like that.” 
Such is life on the road. Thankfully for the Lynx, the initial 

returns on this trip have been positive.  After the 2-1 nailbiter 
on Friday, Saturday’s back-and-forth contest saw the Lynx fin-
ish ahead with 16 hits in an 8-7 win.  Senior Lynden Pindling, 
the team’s normal third baseman, started in Munson’s place at 
shortstop, collecting 3 hits and scoring three times while driving 
in another two runs. 

“It’s easy for a team to lay down there,” Cleanthes said after the 
second game, remarking on his team losing a four-run lead in the 
bottom of the sixth. “We got right back up, put up a four-spot the 
very next inning. That was good.”

* * *

March 10, 2013
3:20 p.m.:“I wish I’d been more consistent.”
Senior pitcher Stuart Voges is packing his things beside the 

dugout after another tight game against Oglethorpe, this one a 
7-6 loss in extra innings to close out the series. He’s done alright. 
Entering a tie game in the bottom of the eighth with a man on 
second, Voges induced two groundouts to end the threat. “Come 
on boys, get me a run!” he pleaded in the dugout. But five batters 
and three fly balls later, he was back out on the mound. Walking 
the leadoff batter in the bottom of the ninth precipitated his exit 
from the game, but in context, he’d been better today. On Satur-
day, Voges had been brought in to quell a sixth-inning rally with 
two runners on and two outs, but the final out eluded him, and 
after three batters, he was pulled.

“It’s hard out there,” he said. “I get emotional.”
Indeed, he does. Prior to today’s game, he had apologized to 

the team for the way he’d reacted the day before, throwing his 
glove against the dugout wall and simmering in his own dissatis-
faction even as his team rallied for the lead. He thanked his team-
mates for their patience, appreciating them for their resilience.

“It was powerful to see us come out and score like that,” he said 
to the team. “That really shows that anybody can pick anybody 
up at any time.” 

Nonetheless, a loss is no fun, and Voges would have surely liked 
to see it turn out differently.  Thankfully, the Lynx are about to 
play five games over the course of six days in Florida, and Voges 
will have a chance to perform well again.

“We’ll be back,” he says. 
* * *

Senior pitcher Jackson Baker (center) keeps 
mostly to himself when he’s pitching.

 (L-R) Seniors Channing Arndt, Matt Burnick 
and Matt Shaw react to a call by the umpire 
during a March 9th game against Ogletho-
rpe.

Senior pitcher Stuart Voges watches intensely as 
a pitch comes in to home plate.

(photos courtesy of T.Springs)
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The Gonzaga Bulldogs are as solid a team from a mid-major conference as either of Butler 
squads that have made deep runs in the tourney over the last few years. They rebound well, 
play good defense, and have dominated the vastly inferior competition in the West Coast 
Conference this season. Gonzaga should reach the second weekend without trouble, but the 
Kansas State squad they will face once they get there will a true test.  Gonzaga beat K-State 
by 16 back in early December, but given that the Bulldogs beat three other Big 12 teams this 
season as well, there’s a pretty good chance that the coaches at Oklahoma, Oklahoma State 
and Baylor have shared notes with the Wildcats in order to avoid a subsequent embarrass-
ment in March. First-year head coach Bruce Weber will get strong play from guards Rodney 
McGruder (15 points/game) and Angel Rodriguez (11.7 pts/g), but the foremost question 
is how the ‘Cats will defend 7-footer Kelly Olynyk, who put up 20 points in the December 
drubbing on a “neutral” court in Seattle. Thomas Gipson (6’7”, 270 lbs.) and Jordan Hen-
riquez (6’11”, 250) will try to contain the leaner Olynyk better than they did last time, but 
even if they do, there are five other players in Gonzaga’s 10-man rotation shooting 49% or 
better from the field, and that will probably stretch the Wildcats’ defense too thin defensivley 
to stay competitive through 40 minutes.
            On the opposite side of the West bracket, No. 2 seed Ohio State should have no 
trouble skating past lesser opponents in their first two games and will expose the fallacious 
strength of a Mountain West Conference schedule when it thrashes defense-minded No. 3 
seed New Mexico.  The Buckeyes have two proven distributors in guards Aaron Craft and 
Shannon Scott (8.4 combined assists/game), but they depend forward Deshaun Thomas (19 
points/game) to account for a lot of their buckets.  When OSU faces off against the ‘Zags in 
Los Angeles with their second consecutive berth in the Final Four on the line, the tension 
will be palpable: the Buckeyes were the ones who knocked out Gonzaga in the round of 32 
last season, and ‘Zags guard Kevin Pangos probably hasn’t forgotten his oh-so-close three-
point attempt with just over a minute to play that would’ve tied the game.  This year should 
be different: with Olynyk manning the paint, Gonzaga should finally get over the hump and 
reach the Final Four for the first time in head coach Mark Few’s two decades at the school. 

NCAA March Madness 
Bracket Breakdown

West Region (Los Angeles) 
Tyler Springs

Ten teams in the Midwest bracket spent time in the Associated Press Top 25 poll at some point 
this season. In short, this region is loaded with talent.
 Beyond the top four Midwest seeds, the team most likely to make the Sweet 16 in 
Indianapolis would be Memphis. The Tigers went 30-4 in the regular season (19-0 in Confer-
ence USA) to earn the No. 6 seed. They're long and athletic, the type of team that can give 
third-seeded Michigan State fits. Four Tigers score in double figures on average, and point 
guard Joe Jackson is having a career year (13.6 pts/game, 4.8 assists/game, 52% shooting). But 
Michigan State is no slouch: head coach Tom Izzo has guided MSU to the Sweet 16 ten times 
since 1998, and they will be a tough out for Memphis. However, if the Tigers stay focused, 
share the ball, and hit open three-pointers—Jackson is one of three players shooting at least 
40% from deep—then they should upset the Spartans and make their first Sweet 16 under 
fourth-year coach Josh Pastner.
 Ultimately, though, this region will come down to its top two seeds: No.1 Louisville 
and No. 2 Duke. Both teams should easily reach the Sweet 16, but once there, look for Lou-
isville to be tested by the No. 5 seed St. Louis University Billikens. SLU is very disciplined, 
ranked No. 13 nationally in turnover margin, and since the tragic passing of head coach Rick 
Majerus in December, they have won an awe-inspiring 24 games. Needless to say, SLU has 
much to play for, but the hot-shooting, high-flying Cardinals (5-0, 45% shooting in their last 
five games) will likely be too athletic for the Billikens. Additionally, Duke should take care 
of business in their Sweet 16 tilt with Memphis. The Blue Devils boast three senior starters 
averaging more than 14 points/game. Combine that with the leadership of veteran coach Mike 
Krzyzewski, and Duke's experience will be too much for the Tigers to handle.
 Unfortunately, the Midwest final will be a rematch. Louisville has improved since 
they lost to Duke 76-71 in a November tournament in the Bahamas, and they should have a 
slight edge. After losing in the quarterfinals of the the ACC tournament, the Blue Devils sat 
idle last Saturday as the Cardinals defended their Big East tournament title with a big second-
half rally for the win. Unlike the result on Thanksgiving weekend, look for Louisville to beat 
Duke and advance to the Final Four for the second straight year.

Midwest Region (Indianapolis)
Alex Jarratt 

The East region features a cupboard-full of upset-minded teams like No. 14 seed Davidson, 
No. 11 seed Bucknell and underappreciated No. 2 seed Miami (Fla.), but there’s only room 
enough for two of those three teams in the Sweet 16.  Miami, fresh off their first ACC 
championship, should slide easily through the rounds of 64 and 32, but who they meet 
in Washington D.C. is a who’s-who list of chip-on-their-shoulder teams. The possibilities 
include No. 3 seed Marquette, which tied for first in the Big East at the end of the regular 
season, as well as No. 6 seed Butler, which finished an underachieving first season in the 
Atlantic 10 in third place. Marquette’s lack of size on the inside (163rd in rebounds/game 
nationally) leaves them primed for an upset by a Davidson team with two talented post-men 
in Jake Cohen and De’Mon Brooks (28 points/game, 11 rebounds/game combined), and 
Bucknell center Mike Muscala (19 ppg, 11 rpg) will give Butler a heck of a game before Brad 
Stevens’ Bulldogs pull out the win.  As for who wins in an ultimate mid-major matchup of 
Davidson and Butler, it’s anybody’s guess, but the smart money is on the Bulldogs, who beat 
both Indiana and Gonzaga this season and are led by senior Andrew Smith (11.1 ppg), who 
still remembers the effort it took to reach back-to-back Final Fours. Smith, however, will be 
simply overmatched in the Sweet 16 against twin Hurricane posts Kenny Kadji and Reggie 
Johnson, who averaged a combined 20 points and 14 rebounds against ACC-level com-
petition this year. Miami head coach Jim Larranaga will see his first Elite 8 since leading 
George Mason on an improbable run to the Final Four back in 2006, but standing between 
the ‘Canes and a trip to Atlanta will be formidable No. 1 seed Indiana. The Hoosiers, led by 
guard Victor Oladipo and forward Cody Zeller, score as much as anybody in the country, 
and with Oladipo shooting a fire-starting 59% from the field, they will be a tough team to 
stop for anyone they face, even the No. 4 seed Syracuse team that they expect to face in the 
Sweet 16.  Zeller, Oladipo and Christian Watford will match Miami’s rebounders board-
for-board, and for the first time since 2002, the Hoosiers and their candy-cane warm-up 
pants will make an appearance in the Final Four in Atlanta.    

East Region (Washington D.C.)
Tyler Springs

As the No. 1 seed in the South region, Kansas should have a clear path to the Sweet 16. 
However, whom they will face in Dallas is a subject of considerable debate.
 South region No. 4 Michigan will be challenged in the first round by No. 13 seed 
South Dakota State, which is led by indomitable senior guard Nate Wolters (22 pts/g).  The 
Jackrabbits will have to contend with Michigan’s own stellar guards, Tim Hardaway Jr. (14 
points/game) and Big Ten player of the year Trey Burke (19 points/game, 6 assists/game,), 
a freshman who is among the best in the country in assist-to-turnover ratio.  The poten-
tial exists for a Stephen Curry-like performance from Wolters, but the Wolverines should 
muddle through with the home crowd at their backs in Detroit.  In round of 32, however, 
the Wolverines will likely see No. 5 seed Virginia Commonwealth, they of the improbable 
Final Four run in 2011.  VCU finished second in the Atlantic 10 this season behind Saint 
Louis, and the battle-tested Rams played a tough schedule that included wins against fellow 
tournament foes Memphis, Belmont, and Butler, as well as close losses to Duke, Missouri 
and Wichita State.  Come Saturday, this game should be hotly contested, but Michigan has 
been very inconsistent lately, finishing the season with six losses in their last twelve games.  
In a bigger upset than the numbers would indicate, VCU will advance to meet the might 
Jayhawks in Dallas.
     Along with Kansas and VCU, No. 2 and 3 seeds Georgetown and Florida should 
arrive in Dallas unscathed, though the Gators may have trouble in the round of 32 with the 
winner of UCLA-Minnesota.  Both Florida and Georgetown play excellent defense (under 
56 points allowed/game each), but the Gators also hit three-pointers like clockwork (8.4 per 
game), and that will propel them into the Elite 8.  VCU-Kansas will be a battle on the inside 
between the Jayhawks’ Jeff Withey (8.4 rebounds/game) and the Rams’ Juvonte Reddic (8.3 
rpg), though Kansas will ultimately prevail.  Their matchup with Florida will pit Withey 
against another tough opponent in the Gators’ Patric Young (6.2 rebounds/game), but the 
determining factor will be freshman stud Ben McLemore (16 points/game), whose chance 
to be an NBA lottery pick after the season will surely rise once he helps lead KU to the Final 
Four.     

South Region (Dallas)
Tyler Springs
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Positions available include:

Writers
Photographers

Columnists
Satirists

Cartoonists
Web designers

Opinion Editor
International News Editor

Sports Editor
Executive Communications and Media Relations Editor

Executive Assistant

The Sou’Wester can be as small or as large of a commitment as you want it to be, and 
editing positions (and other positions) always look amazing on a resume! 

And seeing your name in print is pretty cool too!

Contact Erica Morozin with questions:
morek@rhodes.edu

847-612-0472

We want you to work for 
the Sou’Wester

RAB Launches Taste of 
Memphis Event

Inspired by her hometown of Miami’s 
large-scale restaurant sampling event, fresh-
man Jessica Trivizas decided to bring the 
food festival mentality to Rhodes campus. 
Her creation, Rhodes Activities Board’s Taste 
of Memphis, will take place this Saturday, 
March 23 from 10 am until 3 pm on the 
Cloister Lawn outside of Barrett. 

“[I wanted] to let students taste and be 
aware of the different restaurants that are out 
in Memphis,” Trivizas said. 

Each business involved in the event is 
donating their food and time, no small con-
tribution since the event is designed to feed 
1000 people. There will also be a raffle for 
donated gift certificates to the restaurants 
involved in the festival. If everything goes as 

planned, RAB plans to hold the event again 
in the fall.

With the steadily increasing popularity 
of the Eat Local and Break the Chain Move-
ment, such an event on Rhodes campus is 
helpful in educating college students about 
the exciting and innovative things that local-
ly-owned businesses are doing in Memphis. 
When living within the Rhodes bubble and 
surviving solely on rat food, students often 
crave the large chains they have at home like 
ChickFilA and Panera Bread. An event like 
this can help remind students that local peo-
ple are creating wonderful dishes and that we 
should support these businesses every once in 
a while.

Erica Morozin
Editor-in-Chief

Things to do when 
stranded at Rhodes for 

Easter Break

1. Don’t get stranded at Rhodes in the first place. Pick a car with the coolest state license plate 
and find a way to hide in the trunk until arriving at your super-awesome destination.

2. If the car you stow away in fails to leave the lot, get out and watch an entire series on Netflix.
3. If you aren’t awesome enough to abuse your Netflix priviledges by watching an entire telvi-

sion series (or are too awesome to), watch classic movies that you are embarrassed to admit to having 
never seen.

4. If television is too bourgeousie or cliche or whatever to you, read a good novel or two. Maybe 
on your Kindle or in print if that still exists.

5. If you aren’t allergic to sunlight or grass or air, spend some time soaking up the Memphis 
sun. Not that I checked the weather. Don’t come crying to me for a retraction if it is forty below and 
raining next weekend.

6. Visit those Memphis tourist attractions your mom thinks locals all have been to and love. 
Take the bus if you are a brave soul. (I took the bus to go to the mall freshman year, and trust me, 
you have to be incredibly brave to take the bus)

7. If you have access to a car or are a skilled stowaway who is over 21, take a day trip to Tunica. 
Gambling is fun and not at all addictive (except for that one machine in my hotel in Ecuador that I 
totally did not punch --okay maybe I did but it was an embarassingly weak punch).

8. If all else fails or if you’re totally lame (and by lame I mean an incredibly wise an unmasoch-
istic person who I envy greatly), study for finals and write those end of the year essays. In all serious-
ness, this should be first on your list, but I procrastinated and put it at the end. Seriously though, I 
never, ever procrastinate. Just ask Netflix if you don’t believe me. XOXO

Erica Morozin
Editor-in-Chief

Frank is 
just your 
regular 
neighbor-
hood Eas-
ter Bunny. 
Find him 
on Netflix

(photo courtesy of 
BingImages)


