
MATHEMATICS

The Department of Mathematics and Computer Science offers students numerous opportunities to develop critical 
thinking, problem solving and communication skills through its curriculum and extracurricular activities. A degree in 
Mathematics or Computer Science is excellent preparation for the career paths that most Rhodes graduates follow. 

Curriculum
Majors:

Bachelor of Arts, Mathematics

Bachelor of Arts, Computer Science

Bachelor of Science, Mathematics

Bachelor of Science, Computer Science

Minors Available:
Mathematics
Computer Science

The faculty and curriculum support different learning 
approaches, and serve a wide array of other academic 
areas. The college regards the cultivation of thinking 
and analytical abilities as key components of a college 
degree, and a large majority of students currently take 
at least one mathematics or computer science course 
at Rhodes. In the college’s curricular structure, one 
of the 12 foundation requirements is in mathematical 
reasoning. 

Mathematics majors and minors begin the curriculum 
with Calculus I, II and III and continue with core 
courses such as Mathematics 201 (Mathematical 
Methods, Discourse and Culture), Differential Equations, 
Linear Algebra, Abstract Algebra and Real Analysis. They 
may tailor the choice of elective courses within the 
major to be consistent with their interests, anticipated 
graduate work or career objectives. As seniors, majors 
complete a capstone Senior Seminar.

Courses in the Computer Science curriculum are 
organized around three basic themes: Programming, 
Systems and Theory. Computer Science majors and 
minors begin the curriculum with CS I: Programming 
Fundamentals and CS II: Object-oriented Programming 
and continue with core courses such as Discrete 
Structures, Systems Programming and CS III: Data 
Structures and Algorithms. Majors may choose electives 

to suit their interest, graduate education goals or career 
objectives. In the senior year, majors complete the 
Senior Seminar.

In either major, students may choose to pursue a 
Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science degree, with 
the latter requiring the completion of additional 
coursework in biology, chemistry or physics. In addition 
to the courses available at Rhodes, students may 
take advantage of a Dual Degree engineering program 
between Rhodes and Washington University in St. Louis. 
Through this option, students may complete three 
years of course work at Rhodes and two years of course 
work at Washington University, earning a Bachelor of 
Science in either mathematics or computer science from 
Rhodes and a Bachelor of Science in engineering from 
Washington University. 

Facilities
The Mathematics and Computer Science Department 

is located in Ohlendorf Hall, which houses faculty 
offices, the Math Support Center and classroom space. 
The department receives approximately 75 mathematics 
and computer science journals. 

Outside the Classroom
Educational opportunities are available both in 

Memphis and abroad. Each Friday afternoon the 
department hosts AfterMath, a time for students and 
faculty in the department to get together over pizza 
to work on group projects, solve problems, watch films, 
hear guest speakers or just socialize. Students have 
opportunities to explore research questions of interest 
alongside faculty. The results of these investigations 
are often presented at professional meetings.

Throughout the year, the department brings experts 
in the fields of mathematics and computer science to 
campus. In addition, Rhodes students participate in 
an annual Undergraduate Mathematics Symposium with 
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Hendrix College and Sewanee and compete in student 
computer programming contests. Memphis-based 
companies offer internships and summer employment to 
Rhodes Math and Computer Science majors, providing 
hands-on experience in a corporate environment. 

 Rhodes also offers students an opportunity to study 
mathematics in Hungary for a semester during either 
their junior or senior year. An application process 
determines the students who will be selected.

Graduates

Approximately half take full-time jobs.

A Rhodes degree in Math or Computer Science 
prepares a student for a variety of careers. Recent 
graduates have taken jobs with such companies as 
Summit Engineering, St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital, the Vanguard Group, Information Systems 
Consultants, Memphis City Schools and AutoZone. 
Math and Computer Science majors typically have many 
options available to them upon the completion of their 
bachelor’s degree. 

Approximately half pursue graduate or 
 professional degrees.

  Recent graduates have pursued master’s and 
doctoral degrees in Mathematics or Computer Science 
at institutions such as Indiana, Emory, Vanderbilt, 
Michigan, University of North Carolina, University of 
Georgia and University of Memphis. Others have pursued 
degrees in law, finance and economics.

For More Information

Please contact the Department of Mathematics and 
Computer Science at (901) 843-3599 or Admissions at 
(800) 844-5969. You may also email the department 
chair, Dr. Eric Gottlieb, at gottlieb@rhodes.edu. 
Information is available via the Internet at the 
Department of Mathematics and Computer Science Web 
page, rhodes.edu/academics/3360.asp.

Faculty
Robert England, Associate Professor of Computer 

Science; Ph.D., University of Tennessee-Knoxville. 
Specialties: Operating systems, computer composition and 
performance of music.

Eric Gottlieb (Chair), Associate Professor of 
Mathematics; Ph.D., University of Miami. Specialty: 
Algebraic combinatorics.

Tom Caplinger, Visiting Associate Professor; Ph.D., 
University of Mississippi. Specialties: Complex analysis, 
history of mathematics. 

Rachel Dunwell, Visiting Assistant Professor of 
Mathematics; Ph.D., Heriot-Watt University, Specialties: 
Differential equations, statistics, psychometrics.

Christopher Mouron, Assistant Professor of 
Mathematics and E.C. Ellett Chair; Ph.D., Texas Tech 
University. Specialties: Topology, continuum theory and 
discrete dynamical systems.

Christopher Seaton, Assistant Professor of 
Mathematics; Ph.D., University of Colorado, Boulder. 
Specialties: Differential Geometry and K-theory of 
orbifolds.

Patrick Vernon, Visiting Assistant Professor of 
mathematics; Ph.D., Tulane University. Specialties: 
Topology and continuum theory. 

Betsy Williams, Visiting Assistant Professor of 
Computer Science, Vanderbilt University. Specialties: 
Computer animation and learning in virtual environments. 
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