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Location, location, location.  It’s true in real estate, and it’s true for liberal arts colleges. Location 

does make a difference—a big difference. 

Rhodes is one of the nation’s few outstanding liberal arts colleges located in a vibrant city—a city of 

legendary music and one-of-a-kind museums, hip restaurants and smoke-scented barbeque joints, innovative 

businesses and cutting-edge medical facilities, bountiful trees and beautiful buildings. It is a city of 

opportunity. And no one knows that better than Rhodes students. 

Small college towns limit students “to a narrow set of activities,” says Rhodes student government president 

Andy Greer, while very large cities can be “overwhelming.” In contrast, he believes Memphis provides 

students “the unique ability to experience an energetic night life in downtown, a quiet but wide-ranging 

shopping experience in East Memphis, outlets for service work in North Memphis, and finally, a more 

European flair in Midtown just outside Rhodes’ gates.”

A LegendAry Setting
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Learning by Doing
Barely 24 hours after arriving on campus, first-year students sample a slice of 

Memphis life by participating in Memphis Connections. Students choose one of a dozen 

morning seminars, ranging from “Walking in Musical Memphis” to “Remembering the 

Civil Rights Movement” to exploring the college’s volunteer and research connection 

with St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, an internationally-known medical center 

that discovers cures for critical childhood illnesses. That afternoon, buses fan out across 

the city, transporting students to their spotlighted venues. The program offers a behind-

the-scenes, non-touristy look at Memphis’ most compelling assets. 

The Memphis Connections program does an excellent job of launching students’ 

love affair with Memphis. But it is the college’s curriculum that ensures that 

students make a long-term commitment to the Bluff City. Every student who 

graduates from Rhodes must have the equivalent of at least one course “that offers 

meaningful, significant engagement outside the college’s gates,” notes Dr. Russ 

Wigginton, vice president of college relations. Currently Rhodes offers numerous 

courses with a significant component that engages the Memphis community.

Most professors bring coursework and student research alive by incorporating 

off-campus experiences into the mix. One student says he worked on a local county 

commissioner’s race for a political science class. A history student interviewed 

women at an African American church about their experiences during the Civil 

Rights movement. Students in a medical sociology class did service work in an 

underprivileged area to examine issues related to social assistance and health care. 

Students in ecology classes have explored local rivers, wetlands, lakes, and forests on 

day and over-night trips.
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“As an art major, I spend a lot of time in local galleries and talking to local artists,” 

says Joel Parsons from Lowell, AR. “The fact that Rhodes is so close to the Brooks 

Museum means that my art history classes can meet in front of the work we’re 

studying.”

One of the most exciting opportunities is the Rhodes St. Jude Summer Plus research 

program. Rhodes students do intensive research for two summers and an academic 

year, paired with researchers at St. Jude. John Sexton, who headed for graduate school 

at Vanderbilt when he graduated in 2004, calls the program “the best of both worlds. 

I was able to maintain close personal relationships with Rhodes faculty—the kind 

of relationships a student would be unlikely to have at a larger, research-oriented 

school—and also access the world-class facilities and experts at St. Jude—the kinds of 

resources not generally available to students at small liberal arts colleges.”

There are other equally fascinating academic opportunities beyond the Rhodes 

campus. Here are a few:

 Rhodes Institute for Regional Studies—Extremely popular with students, the 

Institute allows students to spend the summer soaking up—as one professor calls 

it—“the rich brew” of local culture and history. In addition to seminars led by 

Rhodes faculty, participants do research on a topic related to the region—and get 

paid for it. 

 Rhodes Learning Corridor—An initiative to improve science teaching and learning 

in Memphis City Schools, the Corridor offers various opportunities for Rhodes 

students including teaching school children about the environment and doing 

zoological research with them at the Memphis Zoo.
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 Ames Plantation—A 20,000-acre archaeological site a short drive from campus, Ames 

contains the ruins of more than 20 separate plantations and sharecropper farms. The 

site serves as a summer field school for Rhodes archaeology students.

 The Center for Outreach in the Development of the Arts—CODA is a student 

leadership development program that transforms arts lovers into arts leaders through 

mentoring and internships at local arts agencies. CODA Fellows (each receiving 

$12,500 a year) work to raise student appreciation and engagement in the arts campus-

wide. 

 The Mike Curb Center for Music—The world-famous Memphis music scene serves as 

the lens through which students do research and internships on regional topics ranging 

from the economy to religion to sociology. “Music has so permeated what this town is, I 

think we can touch almost every discipline at Rhodes with this program,” says Dr. Tim 

Sharp, music department chair.

 Rhodes/Hollywood Springdale Partnership—With the help of a grant from the 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Rhodes staffs a Community 

Outreach Partnership Center where Urban Studies students and faculty work to 

improve housing, health education and student success and reduce crime in a distressed 

area of town. 

 CrossRoads to Freedom—In a partnership with the Memphis City Schools, Facing 

History and Ourselves, and the National Civil Rights and Stax Museums, Rhodes 

students are developing a digital archive of historical documents and oral histories on 

the local civil rights movement.
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Elvis is Only the Beginning:  
Steppin’ Out in Memphis 

As the home of the blues and birthplace of rock ‘n’ roll, Memphis ranks 

right up there as an entertainment destination. The city has it all: eclectic 

restaurants, first-rate sporting events, exceptional theatre, and convenient 

shopping for what one Rhodes student calls her “shoe emergencies.” 

And then, of course, there’s the music.

“Blues, rock ‘n’ roll, country and rap are all a part of Memphis,” says Amy 

Moore, a music major from Dyersburg, TN. “And currently you can find 

any of these styles in live venues, as well as classical, r&b, jazz, bluegrass and 

many others. Memphis is literally a musical goldmine.” Lauren Kennedy, a 

Texan, describes her “best Memphis experience”—the Beale Street Music 

Festival in early May. “Seeing and hearing B.B. King was basically a religious 

experience for me,” she says.

Three or four times a semester the college’s Office of Residence Life offers 

free or discounted tickets to sporting events, movies and performances. “The 

response has been phenomenal,” says Marianne Luther, director of residential 

life. “Most events sell out.” 

The music department has joined in the act as well. The department’s 

recent offering of discounted tickets to the Memphis Opera drew 100-150 

students for a downtown performance.

One of the biggest draws for Rhodes students requires no ticket at all: it’s 

the Mighty Mississippi River.

the MuSiC SCene
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“Being able to go down to the Mississippi River on Friday afternoons 

and unwind from a tough week of classes with friends is totally unique to 

Memphis,” says Joe Doyle from Columbus, OH. “We play Frisbee, football 

and whiffleball while watching the barges go by. It’s awesome.”

Memphis offers a diversity of entertainment and recreation options that 

few liberal arts college towns can match. Read what current students name as 

some of their favorite things to do in Memphis:

 Going to the zoo for free on Tuesdays

 Grabbing take-out and heading to the river for a picnic with friends

 Sitting on the bluff overlooking Redbirds games (and watching for free)

 People-watching at Elvis Presley’s Graceland gift shop during Elvis Week

 Eating the best barbecue in the world

 Enjoying midtown’s Cooper Young Festival 

 Gallery-hopping during the South Main Arts District’s Friday night 

Trolley Tours

 Seeing the Grizzlies play at the Fed Ex Forum

 Trying new food (Indian, Ethiopian, Thai, Moroccan, etc.)

 Catching some blues on Beale Street (home of the blues)

 Paddling boats or flying a kite at Shelby Farms

 Going to the National Civil Rights Museum on Martin Luther King Day 

 Shopping at local boutiques and malls

And the best part of all: most of these activities are less than a ten-minute 

drive from campus.
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Making a Difference, Memphis Style. “Memphis has been a fantastic place to get involved in 

community service,” says Ginny Davis, an international studies major from Baton Rouge, LA. “I have worked on 

Habitat houses, served food at the Rhodes student-run soup kitchen at St. John’s Church, helped docents at the 

National Civil Rights Museum, taught ESL (English as a Second Language) and worked at a local clinic. Getting 

involved in community service in Memphis has really shaped my whole college experience.”

Approximately 80% of all Rhodes students take part in community service by the time they graduate, primarily 

working through the long-standing Kinney Program which matches personal passions and interests with social 

needs in the community. And with about 100 local service programs and agencies opening their doors to Rhodes 

students, the volunteer options are diverse and frequently distinctive to Memphis.

CoMMunity ServiCe
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“I’ve been exposed to incredible service opportunities that only Memphis 

provides, such as St. Jude (Children’s Research Hospital) and Target House (a 

residence for families with children undergoing treatment at St. Jude),” says 

student Ellie Hahn from Lexington, KY. “I’ve also gotten to visit really amazing 

non-profits that are unique to Memphis.” She mentions the Metropolitan Inter-

Faith Association (which among other things provides housing, food and care for 

the elderly and poor) and the Church Health Center (providing health care to 

the working poor).

Some students choose to start their own service projects. Joel Parsons recently 

partnered with a local church to create More than Art, a weekly meeting for 

disadvantaged and homeless men and women to make art and get to know each 

other. Korey Kormick from Louisville, KY created a chess program for youth at 

schools in a underprivileged area of town. Memphian Anthony Siracusa started a 

bike shop in an inner city church, repairing and providing bikes for kids.

“Memphis is a welcoming city for creative and bright people who want to plug 

in and do something,” says Dr. Tim Sharp. “There are so many non-profits here, 

so many service areas that need and want students.”

To learn more about the service leadership 
opportunities available at Rhodes, visit our 
website at rhodes.edu/campuslife.
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When Opportunity Knocks (...Your Socks Off)
For students heading to the world of work or graduate school, internships 

are crucial. Rhodes’ location in Memphis gives students a distinct advantage.

“We have so many diverse opportunities right in our own back yard,” says 

career services director Sandi George Tracy. “Even for students who don’t have 

cars, we’re able to come up with opportunities. There are a number that are 

within walking or biking distance.”

Organizations and businesses flock to Rhodes with requests for interns. And 

the number keeps growing. “We have probably twice as many internships as 

we do students to fill them,” Tracy acknowledges.

More than 60% of Rhodes students take advantage of internship offerings 

by the time they graduate. With close to 150 different internships offered 

during a given semester, the choices are diverse, no matter what your academic 

field of study.

Memphis has also been a magnet for Rhodes graduates who find the culture 

and the job market irresistible. “We find a lot of students like to stay here after 

they graduate because they can find easy entree to meet people and make a 

mark,” says Dr. Tim Sharp. “Memphis is an ‘easy entry’ city.”

Moreover, Memphis employers are looking for the kind of student Rhodes 

graduates, reasons Dr. Russ Wigginton. “There are a lot of opportunities for someone 

walking out the door with a Rhodes degree to be gainfully employed and appreciated. 

This city appreciates young, educated talent and is seeking it intentionally.”

Students who choose Rhodes say they do so for many reasons—the 

challenging yet supportive academics, the beautiful campus, the friendliness of 

the campus community, and certainly the college’s location has a great impact 

on the decision. “Memphis is big enough to offer everything that a college 

student looks for: live entertainment, great restaurants, a burgeoning art scene, 

and plenty of opportunities for internships and jobs, but it’s small enough that 

it still feels navigable and personal,” says Joel Parsons. 

“There’s nothing quite like eating the best barbecue in the world, catching 

some live blues, seeing aging Elvis fanatics walking down Beale and then 

watching the sun set on the roof of the Peabody. I don’t think it gets more 

uniquely Memphis than that,” says Jessica Lotz, an anthropology/sociology 

major from Tennessee.

Come see for yourself.

internShipS

To learn more about the internship 
program at Rhodes, visit our website at 
rhodes.edu/internships. 

Memphis Brochure 06.indd   10 11/21/06   11:20:16 AM



_{11}_

Office of Admissions

�000 North Parkway

Memphis, TN ��11�-1��0

1-�00-���-���� Local �01-���-��00

adminfo@rhodes.edu
www.rhodes.edu

Memphis Brochure 06.indd   11 11/21/06   11:20:20 AM



_{1�}_

Office of Admissions
2000 North Parkway

Memphis, TN 38112-1690

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Memphis, TN

Permit No. 292

Memphis Brochure 06.indd   12 11/21/06   11:20:27 AM


