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COMPETITIVE ESSAY NO. II. 

A Nation's Sham~ . 

In the year r894 a young French officer was brought to trial 

before a secret tribunal on the charge of hadng betrayed certain 

military secrets to a foreig n power. After a farcical trial the man 

was condemned to degradation from the army and life imprison

ment on a barren island far away from his home and country. 

His wife, aided by persons who were convinced of the victim's 

. innocence and that he had been made the scapegoat on which 

had been laid the crimes of men high in the army, managed to 

procure a new trial for him. So after having been buried for 

fi ve years in a living g rave, he was brought back to face his 

judges at Rennes. But his enemies, by dint of perjury, 

forgery, race prejudice, aud every other foul means that could 
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be brought to beat:, ~cur.ed ·his reco~v.-~ction. ';l'he last act in 
this pitiful drama occurred but a short time ago, when Loubet, 

the president of France, a~ting, in 9pposition to that most power
ful factor in French affairs, the army, par:doned the man and al

lowed him to, se_ek in the ~ompany of his wife and children sol

ace for tbe wr.ongs and indignities he had suffered. 

It is not our intentiQ!l q.er~ t9". qispuss the Dreyfus case on 
the ground of its legality or to point out the effects that will 

probably follow it, but rather to show certain characteristics of 

the French people and cer,tain tendencies that have been work

ing for centuries until at last the, result is manifested in this 
tragedy which has moved the feelin~s of the whole world. 

A lack of a strong and abiding sense of national honor has 

oftentimes been displayed by the French. True, there is no one 

who would more quickly resent an insult to himself or his fam

ily than a Frenchman, but in that higher kind of honor which 
bids men to be open and upright in their dealings with their 

fellow men, the French nation has repeatedly shown itself defi

cient. Nowhere can we find. blacker exhibitions of treachery 
than in the pages of French history. 

On the night of St. Bartholemew, 1572, the belt of St. Ger~ 
main pealed forth the signal for the massacre. Paris was con

verted into a shamble; the very streets ran red with blood, and 
the stillness of that Sabbath morning was broken by the cries of 

strong men in their. agony, the shrieks of outraged and mur

dered women, the wail of innocent ·children trodden under foot 

by their remorseless pursuers. And who were these people 

ruthlessly stricken down in the streets of the French capitol? 
They were Huguenots, France's truest patriots, her noblest citi

zens. Invited to Paris to celebrate royal nuptial, and given every 

pledge of safety that even the most timidfmight demand, they 
paid for their trust with their lives, and the very.name of France 

became a word of reproach among the nations. \Vas not the 

Maid of Orleans, the deliverer sent by heaven , a,llowed to be be-

• 
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trayed into the hands of her enemies and to suffer the death that 

is reserved for so many noble souls w:ho donate their lives to the 

good o.f their cou·ntry. For such deeds as these France must 
snrely pay the penalty, and wae unto her in the day of payment. 

The love of the French people for pomp a:nd ·display has 
ever been a distinguishing trait of their character. In nothing 

has this desire, amounting e\·en to· a passion, been more striking

ly shown than in their reUgious observances. These ceremonies 

have always been more an appeal to th·e senses than to the 
heart. Of that simple faith proclaimed by the Christ we find 

few traces here. It was this state of affairs that prod:uced men 

like Mouquestaire1 Voltaire and Rousseau, who by their teach
ings paved the way for that tremendous· upheaval o'f French

thought and French institutions-the Revolution. Indeed, such 

a mockery did their old religion become~ that at one time they 
cast aside the true God and substituted the worship of reason. 
A dark and bloody service it was; its altar the guitlotine, ·the 

executioner its high priest, and the oblations offered up the blood 
of France's nobility. Simple faith is the· foundation stone oti 

which· everything strong, and permanent must rest, and the nation 

as well as the individual that throws away· its belief, totters to 

its fall, and the French, when they substituted empty form. fpr 

heartfelt devotion·, severed the tie which bound them to all that 
is noble, all that is right and true. Can we· wonder then that we 

find them light, fickle and insincere, floating idly in the ·current 

of time, a preY. to conflicting emotions and· fancies. 
Another great tendency of the French nation is towards mil

itarism. France craves war, the army is the idol of the popu: 

lace and the generals rule as gods. In the heart of the average 
Frenchman, the army stands first, the state second; and the wel

fare of the latter must be sacrificed if it interferes with the 
triumphs of the former. It was this that made Napoleon possible, 

and today he remains enshrined in the hearts of the people; and 

is remembered, not as the one who brought such disaster and 
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humiliation to the nation, but as the general who led the army 

to victory on the hard fought field of Marengo and Austerlitz, as 

the greatest military leader of his age. All for the army_ is the 

real motto of France. If anything or anybody stand in the way 

of its triumphant march, that person or thing must be crushed. 

The honor and glory of the army must be upheld at any cost. 

Thus the Frenchman reasons, and we see the · results of his 

thought in the case of Dreyfus. The French people are under 

the spell of martial music, the glitter of epaulets, the stately trea~ 

of march battallions. 

But the greatest fact in connection with the case of Dreyfus 

is !hat old story, dating from the time far back in the world's 

history, when Pharaoh hardened his heart and oppressed the 

people of Israel-the story of the Jew In no other country be

neath high heaven has the Jewish race been more bitterly perse

cuted than in France. From every sunny hilltop, from every 

smiling valley in all the fair land of France arises the wail of 

down-trodden Israel calling to their God for justice. Oppressed, 

robbed, murdered, though never entirely destroyed, in the time 

of need France has repeatedly turned to them for aid. Some of 

her greatest men have belonged to this despised race. Gambetta, 

the statesman who did so much for his country in the hour of 

need, was a Jew. To this race France owes a lasting debt of 

gratitude, and how has she paid it? By contempt, ingratitude 

and oppression. Dreyfus is a Jew, therefore he is condemned, 

was the prearranged verdict of his judges, and no amount of 

evidence or pleading could have any effect on fheir blinded and 

vindicative souls. So the name of D~;eyfus is added to the list 

of Jewish martys, for martyr he was in spite of anything his tra

ducers may say to the contrary. 

These are the principal causes that have been working out 

this result thro.ugh the entire history of the nation , and to fully 

understand the case of Dreyfus, we must consider them before 

we judge. 
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There remains one hope for France-let her put away the 

faults and prejudices that have held her so long in thralldom and 

give free play to the nobler traits and emotions that are present 

in the breast of every true Frenchman. Perhaps, .from the pris- . 

on cell of this unhappy officer, there may go forth a spirit that 

will place France on a broader, higher plane and cause her yet 

to do noole work towards the world's progress. If this comes to 

pass, Dreyfus will not have lived and suffered in vain. 

-"RUNE." 

COMPETITIVE POEM NO. I. 

The Story of the Willow. 

There is a weeping willow 

Near a cottage by the sea, 

The story of its planting 

I shall tell as told to me. 

The evening sky was hiding 

All its golden tinted face, 

Two lovers 'neath a willow 

Parting were in fond embrace. 

''This little branch of w!llow 

Take," he said, "and keep it green 

Until I come to wed you 

With a fortune for us twain.'' 

So talking they departed. 

It she planted by her door, 

Set sail he on the morrow 

From his happy native shore. 

With tender care she nourished 

Every day the little tree, 
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And watched ~ach passing vessel, 

Hoping ~here her love to see. 

She waited for hi~ coming, 

Looking often through her tears; 

She prayed, and grew the willow 

While the months increased to years. 

Her faith, though, never faltered, 

Oft she whispered with a sigh

" As spring will follow winter, 

I shall see him bye and bye; 

While true the naked branches 

Tell the tale of .beauty flown, 

And speak of hopes now blighted, 

Whisper they of days to come." 

Each eve the fading twilight 

Left her by the lonely shore, 

Each morn the early sunbeam 

Found her in her cottage door. 

She waited for his coming, 

Looking often through her tears; 
She prayed, and grew her wrinkles. 

As the months increased to years. 

An old and. heart-sick woman, 

On her dying cot she lay, 

As the'vening sun was gilding 

Bright the shades of closing day. 

''My grave beneath the willow 

Make," she lisped, "where oft I've prayed 

And it shall do the watching 
While I'm sleeping 'neath its shade. 

When he returns to seek me, 

Tell him that I kept it green, 
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And now I'm there awaiting 

Him, his promise to ·redeem." 

He came, an aged seaman, 

After years had passed away, 

And found a -weeping willow 

Weeping o'er a lonely grave. 

He did not hear the story, 

For to him there was but one, 

Lay she there sweetly resting, 

Waiting still for him to come. 

Now stands the aged willow, 

Guarding o'er the faithful pair, 

And telling of a promise 

That unbroken laid them there. 

-MICAWBE R. 

COMPETETIVE STORY NO. I. 

A Martyr to Promise. 

The citizens of C---, a prosperous country town in one 

of our Southern states, were disturbed one night in J'finuary by 

an alarm of fire. Before many had gathered, the flanies of the 

burning school-house were lighting up the whole of the little 

town.-

Numerous and varied .were the opinions expressed on the 

following day as to the cause of the disaster, being attributed 

finally to a defective flue. Another building was secured, and 

work proceeded as before. All discussion had subsided, arid 

preparation was being made for rebuilding, when it was discov

ered one morning, not many weeks after this event, that keros·ene 

had been poured in one corner of the room and a match applied, 
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but without effect. The town grew wild with excitem~nt. Sus

picion had perfect freedom in charging the crime. Almost every 

one busied himself in searching over the events of the school's 

history to find some clue to the crime, but all in vain. -

It was at last decided that a secret club should be organized 

to guard the building. Purposely all _discussion ceased, and 

again work began. Night after night the guards watched by 

turn, each hoping that it would be his fortune to discover the 

criminal. Several months then passed and not the slightest 

evidence came to light. The club gradually lost interest and 

grew careless. Slowly all excitement died away and only an 

occasional remark served to recall the unfortunate experience. 

Every theory proved untenable, till one of the old citizens, who 

spent most of his time in whittling goods boxes and expounding 

the political problems of the day, gave it as his upinion that the 

last affair was intended by some youngster for a joke. 

Weeks passed and the joke theory prevailed. The sleep of 

the town was again disturbed one night in early spring by the 

vigorous ringing of every church bell. It was not long till all 

understood that the school building was again on fire. Suspicion 

now gave way to desperation. Bloodhounds were secured. Com

mon sense and reason were left at home, as crowds of armed men 

scoured the country in search of negroes to whip into a confes

sion. But all proceedure came to an end as each attempt proved 

futile. The hopelessness of the case added fury to every re

newed effort. The weeks passed and no clue could possibly be 

discovered. 

Just as the pale moon was fading in the early dawn of a 

May morning, a rap was heard on the front door of Mr. Hud

son's home, the leading and most influential merchant of the 

place. It proved to be his intimate friend and companion, Mr. 

Magruder, who wished an immediate and confidential interview. 

In a few moments they were walking across the lawn. With his 

arm upon the shoulder of Mr. Hudson, his friend led him to a 
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seat beneath a large cdar, and there sat down in silence. The 

fading light of the moon, together with the awful solemnity of 

the scene ca!'>t a shadow of impending gloom over the mind of 

Mr. Hudson, who soon broke the silence by saying: "Magruder, 

what on earth is the matter?" 

"Hudson, God knows it tears my heart to tell you, but I 

must as your friend. The negroes are reporting that your son is 

the criminal in this dreadful affair. He has hired two of them to 

do the work, and they are gone. The report is spreading, and 

I know not how soon a mob may come for your boy. For God's 

sake get him away, and never mention this interview. It will 

ruin me.'' He finished hardly able to utter another word with 

his trembling lips. They sat for a few minutes in silence. Mr. 

Hudson arose, and they started across the lawn to his door

steps. 

There they parted with only a silent grasp, for neither could 

speak . . He remained seated on the steps with his head bowed 

and his hands co\·ering his face . He was stunned; he was almost 

senseless; he knew not what to do. He arose and opened the 

door :to find his wife . ready with questions. With slow and 

trembling voice he made known the news. The two sat sobbing 

for a few moments, until she, with a woman's impetuosity and a 

mother's devotion, rushed into Charlie's room, followed by Mr. 

Hudson. She stood for an instant with bated breath, gazing 

upon the sleeping form of her son. Could such a crime lurk be

neath the handsome face and drooping lids of her boy?'' Throw

ing herself across him, she awoke him by her sobs. 

"What cari be the matter, mother?'' he asked excitedly; and 

then they told hirri the report. 

"Now, son, tell me the whole truth. I must know it to 

keep you from· being taken." Mr. Hudson spoke sternly. 

"Why, father, I haven't burned the house or even had it 

done. . All that I know about it is that Tom ---" 
"Tom! what had Tom to do with it!" he asked. 
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"Father, I can't tell on Tom unless you say you will not 

hurt him. He made me promise not to tell it, and he has been 

so good to me that I can't tell on him now." 

"Go on, then, and tell me about it; I will see that Tom is 

all right," be said anxiously. 

"Well, Father, it was this way: He asked me to take some 

money from your safe and loan him. I knew it was wrong to do 

it, but he had been so kind to me I could not refuse. Soon he 

asked me for more, and I let him have it. Then he told me he 

had hired two negroes to burn the school-house, because he was 

tired of going to school, and didn't want to ask you to let him 

stop. He said the negroes were going to tell on him unless he 

paid them more, and I let him have a little more." 

"But, son, why didn't you tell me when you found out what 

he was doing?'' 

·'Father, I promised not to tell it, and I thought the best 

way to keep him out of trouble would be to let him have it. I 

did not know they were going to keep on burning." 

The case was clear now to Mr. Hudson. Tom was an or

phan, several years Charlie's senior, whom Mr. Hudson bad 
taken to educate. He had easily entrapped the unsuspecting 

son of his benefactor. It was evident that be had hired the 

work done in Charlie's name, who was entirely unconscious of 

any foul play. 

The father and mother both realized that it would be unwise 

to expose Tom, for if arraigned in the courts he would surely im

plicate their son in a crime of which be was wholly innocent. 

So they merely made the boy leave. By the aid of their friends 

they succeeded in pacifying the public mind, agreeing to make 

all remuneration for the destroyed property. 

This was satisfactory in most respects to all, with but one 

exception. Mr. Morrow had for a long while entertained a feel

ing of jealousy for Mr. Hudson on account of their business re

lations. This opportunity he thought a g~od one to injure 
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permanently his rhral. Accordingly he continued to agitate the 

delicate question, growing vehement often in discussion about 

the loose way justice was sometimes meted to influential 

people. He always found a few sympathizers, and especially 

among that class who love to see the defeat of any one more suc
cessful than themselves. As time passed he gained more ad

herents, until the little town was almost divided in sentiment 

upon th_e matter. 

When Charlie came to understand that every one looked 

upon him as the guilty one, it required a heroic resolution for 

one so young to live down the name. He could not appear upon 

the street without being followed by the contemptuous look of 

those he passed. His most intimate schoolmates snubbed him 
when they met him. He beard no kind word and saw no friendly 

glance except at home. His father and ~p.other exerted eYery 

energy. in keeping him spurred up to live away all reproach. 

Gradually he won the esteem and confidence of all ex-cept 

the Morrow family. And there was one even in that family 

whose heart had never changed in its devotion to Charlie. He 

and Annie Morrow were sweethearts at school. His first lessons 
in g~llantry were learned as he carried her books each afternoon, 

and each morning gave her a bouquet from his mothers choicest 

flowers. Though an attachment that was formed in childhood, 
it was one that lasted. Now that a gloom bad overshadowed the 

lives of the two young hearts, it was strange that their devotion 

should continue. He saw her only at a distance. She heard 
only the most bitter invective burled against him by her father 
and sisters. Yet her tender heart was not estranged, nor-did her 

affection cool beneath the blast of contempt and criticism. 

He left to take a course in medicine, and their communica

tion was only indirect and at long intervals. After finishing, he 
returned to his old home, and there began his work, resolved to 
remove entirely all stain upon his character. He freque.ntly 

passed Annie, but she dared not allow her family to know of any 
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communication between them. She had grown into womanhood 

-a model of dignity and grace. There the two lived in the 

same town, on the same street, with the tendrils of their hearts 

closely entwined, and yet with an insuperable barrier between 

their lives. But he occasionally had an opportunity to assure her 

that the time would not be long until he would be admitted even 

into her home. It was a faith that lived down its own discour

agements. 

The report that Chester, the eighteen-year old son of Mr. 

Morrow, had just disgraced himself and his family, was fast 

spreading in the town one morning, as Mr. Hudson was walking 

up the street to his place of business. He was told that the in

nocent victim of the boy's passion was about to have issued a 

warrant against him. To come before the courts meant inevit

ably imprisonment in the penitentiary. Immediately Mr. Hud

son, with the aid of several prominet men, by discreet steps, 

checked the course of law, and the trouble passed over without 

the knowledge of the Morrow family. A week had passed before 

Mr. Morrow heard of it, and then there was in his heart a terrible 

conflict. It was with difficulty that he at last determined to lay 

aside all hatred and jealousy for his rival and go to see him. It 

is useless to detail the events that followed; suffice it to say 

that from then the two families became united again, and on that 

night Charlie, for the first time since his childhood, crossed the 

threshold of the Mqrrow home. -MARSUS. 

Richard Carvel. 

The scene is laid in a time of peculiar interest and among a 

people of such distinctive types that almost every character is 

more than an individual in that he represents a class. Mr. 

Churchill has chosen the period of the Revolution and Maryland 

as the time and place of · his story. The Colony is the central 
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place, though rriany scenes are in England. Were we to seek to 

indicate the final end or purpose of the book, it would not be the 

unfolding of a romance, but the suggestion to the popular mind of 

the real principles and true foes in the great struggle. Thus by 

the introduction of the American leaders we are shown their strong 

loyalty, yet stronger manhood; by the presentation of conditions 

in England we are enabled to see clearly that our foe was not 

the English people, but Geore III and his confrere!?. Still further 

its purpose is to reveal the secret of our success by the contrast of 

the sterling manhood of the ruling power in the Colonies with 

the corrupt weaklings, high in England's political and social 

life. All this is interwoven with a story of love. As we follow 

the hero amid his trials to the final victory, we encounter many 

historic names and are shown the existing conditions in these 

trying times. The closing words of the book sufficiently sustain 

this judgment as to its purpose: "I pray God that time may 

soften the bitterness it (the struggle) caused and heal the breach 

in that noble race whose motto is Freedom. That the Stars and 

Stripes and the Union Jack may one day float together to cleanse 

this world of tyranny!" And in another place we are told that 

King George was the common foe of the true England and 

of America. 

Richard Can'el tells the story to his grandchildren. Long 

years have passed since the stirring days of his youth and early 

manhood; conditions have been altered, the civil and social 

status has been changed; from the new environments be takes 

them back to the colonial days, and in telling the story of his 

life, records the events which gave birth to the nation, and pic

tures the social_ and political life of that eventful era in American 

history. Thus, while the love story is most prominent, the book 

bas value above this and a mission in the formation of true ideas 

regarding Colonial days. Richard's grandfather, Mr. Lionel 

Carvel, is one of the wealthiest landholders in the Colony of 

Maryland. His son Grafton, because of bitterness towards 
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Richard's father, is estr.anged from Mr. Carvel, and Richard, who 

is an orphan, is the constant companion and friend of his grand

father. A neighboring estate is owned by Mr. Marmaduke Man

ners, a cringing little "toadeater," whose one ambition in life is 

to be father-in-law to an Earl or Duke. This he seeks to accom

plish through his daughter, Dorothy. It is natural that Richard 

and Dorothy should love each other, and here is the basis for our 
story. 

Grafton Carvel lays deep schemes in his effort to rid himself 

of Richard's presence, be reconciled to Mr. Carvel and inherit 

the vast estate. Mr. _Mannners, on his side, is planning the sale 

of his daughter for a title; both are defeated in their plans. We 

cannot trace the events, or seek to outline the course of these 

two lives; but must be content merely to indicate how lov.e and 

right win the day. · Dorothy is taken to London (with a knowl

edge of Richard's love and a consciousness of her own then 

unconfessed) to catch some Earl or Lord. Her beauty creates a 

sensation and many titles are offered. Richard, still the object 

of hatred to his uncle, is attacked when on a lonely road with 

his servant; struck senseless, he is carried to a private vessel to 

be taken out of Grafton's way. Captain John Paul destroys the 

pirate craft in battle, and Richard is taken on board his brigan

tine then .sailing for Scotland. In this way the young American 

appears in England under trying circumstances, and the reader 

gains an introduction to the great naval hero, John Paul Jones. 

While Richard is in London Mr. Carvel dies. Deceived by 

Grafton, and believing Richard dead, he leaves his entire estate 

to · this scheming son. Then pass several years which Richard 

spends as overseer for his fr:iend, Mr. Swain, and we are brought 

to the climax of the story. Richard, under John Paul Jones, 

s~rves on the "Bon Homme Richard" in the most famous naval 

battle of the Revolution. He is wounded and is unconscious for 

weeks; when he awakes from his long sleep he is in London 

with Mrs. Manners and Dorothy, his nurses. They ha\'e lost 
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their wealth; Dorothy has refused to marry for a station in life; 

so by toil they maintain an humble little home in that city 

where once she was queen. It is here that the sweet love story 

reaches its climax, and Richard learns of the love for which he 

has yearned all these years. Grafton Carvel, in an evil hour 

when he thought it safe to make friends with England, had 

corresponded with the· captain of an · English man-of-war, and 

was driven from the coloni~s, .his estate cunfiscated and given to 

Richard. Thus we are brought to the beginning of the new life 

in the old home. 

The character of John Paul J?nes is painted in strange 

colors. We are surprised that this gallant officer should mani

fest so many small weaknesses at the beginning of his career. 

It is taken for granted that Mr. Churchill, in depicting characters · 

of history, has based his descriptions upon fact. John Paul 

Jones is very weak in his love for display, but his marvelous 

power as a commander is shown in the erisis of the great battle, 

the description of which is one of the striking features of the 

book. In London, Richard meets two famous men, Horace · 

Walpole and Charles Fox. The corruption of social life in th'e 

great metropolis and the discount on true manhood are vividly 

portrayed·. But the character study most instructive is that of 

the colonies. Mr. Lionel Carvel stands as a representative of 

that stalwart class which, while true to the king, recognizes the 

worth of manhood. We rejoice that the old man did not live to 

witness the final issue. Opposed to him in character, yet on the 

same political side, we find the treacherous Grafton Carvel and 

cringing Mr. Manners. They speak for time serving Tories 

who embittered the American people beyond that which was 

necessary. Over against this party we find the leading spirits 

of the colonies : for instance Mr. Swain, Capt._ Clapsaddle, Col. 

Washington, and Richard Carvel. The description of Wash

ington is splendid. He has that di~nity and nobility of character 

which betoken the man, that firmness and clearness of judg-
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ment which indicate the statesman. We are glad that this 

picture has been given us. 

The peculiar charm of the book is in the first part where we 

have presented the old colonial life. It was a form of civiliza

tion perhaps never seen before, certainly not since. The vast 

estates were principalit'ies, the owners untitled Lords. Yet there 

was .freedom in the midst of' absolutism. Mr. Churchill has done 

service to the nation in drawing this picture of the old order 

which has long since gone. Every reader will have a clearer 

conception of the social life of this period. What Thomas 

Nelson Page has done for the "old South" in "Red Rock," 

Churchill has done for the colonial days in "Richard Carvel." 

A peculi~u characteristic of the book is its entire silence as 

to the after days of all the characters save Richard and l)orothy. 

We cannot but feel that Patty Swain deserved better treatment 

and Lord Comyn deserved happiness after his self-sacrifice. 

Yet the edge of the romance might have been dulled by the 

marriage of either of these. Perhaps always some wreckage is 

required to complete a romance. 

As we read the last sentence and close the book we feel 

benefited in having lh•ed thus ' long with these men and women 

in the olden day. -X. 

The More Beyond in Literature. 

·"Culture," says Matthew Arnold, '' is the criticism of litera

ture upon life.'' If this be true the study of literature should be 

commensurate with its importance. Literature, in order to 

influence life, must not only be in thorough sympathy with the 

real and actual, but also capable of interpreting the ideal and 

possible. Its aim must be higher than to instruct; it must 

inspire, hence the motives which prompt its study must be higher 

than those of intellectual and esthetic enjoyment; they should be 
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as high as the aim of literature itself. Literature appeals to the 

intelligent, especially the educated, therefore its study must be 

commensurate with the moral obligation resting upon the edu

cated classes. Education is infinitely ·more than a privilege; it 

is a responsibility, hence a serious study of literature is justified 

by the moral obligation of those capable of interpreting its mean

ing so that it may act both as an instructive and· inspirational 

force upon life. This responsibility is proportionate to the needs 

of the age, and the spirit of our time is such as to give startling 

emphasis to our present duty. This spirit is inimical to the 

highest forms and noblest ideals of literature, and renders a 

serious consideration of this subject an imperative necessity. 

Two mutually destructive tendencies are at work in the forma

tion of modern life. In the domain of creative and constructive 

thought life is looked at from the point of view of spiritualized 

ideas. A spiritual philosophy is regnant in the schools; spirit

listie monism, which is the dctrine that the universe consists of 

one substance, namely, spirit, of which matter is a manifestation , 

is the latest word of science wliile in the realm of arts and letters 

the pendulum of thought swings between the rival creeds of 

moral and esthetic idealism. From such a controlling ideal, in 

the world of thought we should expect a mighty stimulus to 

the study of literature, were it not for the fact that a force at 

once destructive and antagonistic to this spiritual emphasis con 

trols the more practical sphere of life-the world of action. This 

force is the mercenary spirit of our times. This spirit. fostered 

by great n atural resources, the rapid development of national 

institutions, the enormous increase of wealth, the growth of great 

cities, the specialization of trades and industries, and last , but 

not least the terribly destructive force of competition and the 

consequent expenditure of energy in the struggle for ex:istence, 

is exercising a mo~e potent influence upon our practical life than 

we are willing to admit. E verything in this more realistic 

sphere is looked at from the point of view of use, while the 
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spiritual and moral qualities of men are measured by material 

standards. This commercial spirit is decidedly materialistic. 

AsJong as the spiritual outlook upon life can be confined to an 

abstract or speculative world of thought, remote from the motives 

which influence conduct, we are willing to look at the world 

through the medium of spiritual ideas, but when this profound 

sense is introduced into the world of action, it is met and over

whelmed by its antagonistic and soul stultifying rival. Few 
I 

men are able to resist the insidious nature of this materializing 

tendency. Many do ·not seek in the higher realms of thought, 

instruction and inspiration, except in so far as these may con

tribute to material advancement. When people hear us talk 

they think we are spiritualists ; when they see· us act they know 

that we are materialists, and herein is that saying of Emerson 

verified: "I cannot hear what you say, what you are speaks so 

much louder. ' ' 
The mercenary spirit is threatening the influence of litera

ture upon life. Life is essentially practical, too practical by far 

for our higher interests, and where action predominates; where 

life is not a mediatation, but a battle, an insight into the more 

beyond in literature from whi~h to draw instruction and inspira

tion, is absolutely necessary, if one is to fight and win. But the 

mercenary spirit shuts off this glimpse. Dr. Currel has said: 

"Many are blind to the •more beyond in literature, because they 

see through a doll~r darkly." The highest being eclipsed by 

brute realities, the ideal is viewed not from the high plane of 

soul progress, but from the poiut of view of material prosperity. 

Nowhere is this eclipse more prominent than in educational 

circles. Here it is not an accomplished fact, but an insidious 

tendency. In Europe there is a well organized revolt against a 

classical, in favor of what is called a more modern or practical 

education, while in this country the demand for a practical as 

against a classical training is no less emphatic. The election of 

Prof. Arthur T. Hadley as President of Yale, while not indi-
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eating a departure• from Yale traditions, ' is, to say the least, signi• · 

ficant. The _former presidents ·have been philosophers and 

theologians; Prof. Hadley is not a classical scholar, but an 

economic specialist. The reign of the bread and butter sciences 

is ushering in an era most critical for all tliat is highe&t in litera

ture. The popular literary idol of the day is Kipling. He is 

certainly realistic, for he has wide knowledge of .many types, 

especially of Anglo-Saxon life. He: speaks in . a well known 

tongue, and there is plenty of vim and energy in aU that he 

says. He is robust and masculine, just the man to inspire a 

splendid young manhood. But what is the ideal he contributes 

to the world's betterment? Is it that of the "Recessional" or 

something worse? Is it expressive of the spiritual or the·material 

worlds? Contrasted with his main teaching the ideal of the 

"Recessional" is episodic, not typical, and his claim to popu

larity rests upon something lower, his sympathy with th:e modern 

spirit of commercial aggrandizement. He is heralded as the 

voice of Anglo Saxon civilization because he is the ap.ostle of 

imperialism, the exponent of .industrial and warlike energy_, the -

idealizer of brute force. 

The effect of this spirit of materialism, upon the mission of 

the educated classes, is disastrous. This mission is thus pre

sented by a modern poet : 

"Artists are few, 

Teachers thousands, and the world is large. 

Artists· are nearest God. Into their souls 

He breathes His life, and from their hands it comes 

In fair , articulate forms to bless the world; 
f 

Yet these forms may never bless the world 

Except its teachers take them in their hands, 

And give each man his portion. '' 

The artists are few, the educated many, and these. must be 

their prophets. We cannot be ·poets, but we can mediate between 
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the poets and the world. Not artists, but teachers. Not men of 

genius, but interpreters, and such is the mission that is fraught 

with blessing. 

' 'If from my book 

I gather that which feeds me, and inspires 

A nobler, sweeter beauty in my life; 

And give my life to those who cannot win 

From the dim text such boon, then have I borne 

A blessing from the book, and been its best 

Interpreter. ' ' 

What effect is this spirit having upon our mission to the 

world? With reference to American literature as revealing 

national self-consciousness, Mr. Mabie says: ''It would seem as 

if we shrank from any real knowledge of ourselves and dreaded 

any hand to band conflict with the tremendous actualities of 

living." Our' literature bas largely lost the note of discovery, 

the audacity of spiritual adventure, the courage of great faiths 

aud passions; it is in danger of becoming a resource of polite 

society, instead of the expression of vital experience and a 

tlominant force in national life. It has struck some deep notes 

with great clearness and resonant power; but it must continue 

to strike such notes; and it must put behind the clarity of its 

vision the vitalit.;:_ and sheer bum·an force of rich and deep 

experience. The idealism of the American character which 

many foreign observ~rs fail to recognize because it has so far 

taken practical rather than artistic forms of expression, is a prime 

element in the making of the books that stir the depths; but there 

must be substance and power as well. What Emerson recog

nized as· "thinness of constitution" is still too much in evidence 

in American writing. The literature which pleases and refines 

is wholesome and welcome, but it c~nnot take the place of the 

literature which reveals and stimulates. 

This is our trouble , "thinness of ·constitution," because 

much of the best brains of the country is given to money getting 
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and men hav'nt time. The more beyond is eclipsed by the 

almighty dollar. The inspirational and instructive powers of 

books are forgotten in the haste to _ be rich. The more beyond, 

because it lacks practical utility, is set aside as of little value. 

A large proportion of those who pursue the study of literature 

are not seeking instruction and inspiration, but impressions. 

We are a people over fond of impressions, yet who shrink from 

anything powerful enough to compel unselfish and heroic 

action. We need to be reminded of Bishop Butler's profound 

philosophy of impressions. He says, "Passive impressions when 

repeated grow weaker.'' In other words, every impression 

which does not produce a line of action in harmony with my 

moral nature weakens my character. I read a book, and it 

shocks my moral sense. The shock is an impression, but I do 

not respond to it. I do not resist its insidious influence and my soul 

is polluted. I meet with the same book again, the impressio!l is 

made a second time, but the shock is weaker and the desire to 

resist it less pronounced. My moral nature has become gross 

and insensible to moral evil. I continue to receive the impression 

until my power of resistance is lost, my sense of its evil is 

benumbed, while my appetite for grosser and more novel forms 

of evil becomes rapacious. I read a book, and I am stimulated 

to do a noble and upright deed. I do not act out the impression. 

I read it again, and the inspiration is less pronounced ; I con

tinue to be impressed until what at first set my soul on fire has 

now become commonplace and unattractive. Why? Because 

passive impressions when repeated grow weaker. Very many, 

ignorant or indifferent to this terrible law, read solely for impres

sionable excitement. Some delight in the hidious realism of the 

yellow journal or the French novel; others the sickly sentiment

alism of Laura Jean Libby; others range the higher fields of 

art, poetry, or philosophy, still in search of impressions. The 

soul is not refreshed, it is stultified. There is not soul cul

ture nor recreation, but through intellectual or esthetic dissipa-
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tion, soul punished for violating one of the most remo-rseless 

laws of the spiritual world. This craze for impressions produces 

a race of dillitants, the puddle ducks of literature, those who 

desire to seem rather than to be cultured, those who confound 

dissipation with recreation, and these are incal?able of interpret

ing literature's criticism upon life, so as to discharge their obli

gation to the world. So wide spread is this desire for impres

sions that Prof. Tuttle, of Yale, has taken the position that 

higher education produces a race of pessimists, because it begets 

a tendency "among college men to stand coldly and critically 

aloof from all movements towards social betterment, and to con

sider themselves as mere onlookers upon the drama of human 

suffering." If the dillitant is not a pessimist, he is certain to be 

a sentimental optimist, because he cannot penetrate into the true 

conditions at;td prophesies peace when there is no peace. Let 

Carlyle denounce him, for we know his fondness for shams: 

''For as to_ this of sentimentalism so useful for weeping with over 

romantic stories, and on pathetic occasions, it otherwise will 

avail nothing, nay less. The healthy heart that said to itself, 

'How healthy am I,' was already fallen into the fatalest sort of 

disease. Is not Sentimetalism twin sister to Cant, if not one and 

the same with it? Is not Cant the materia primct of the Devil, 

from which all falsehoods, imbecilities, abominations body 

themselves, from which no true thing can come? For Cant is 

itself properly a double-distilled Lie, the second power of a 

Lie.'' 

In the more beyond we must seek first instruction, then 

inspiration; companionship with great thoughts, and fellowship 

with great personalities. "Give me a great thought that I may 

~ live on it," said Herder. No book is worth reading that cannot 

feed, no thought is worthy of intellectual entertainment which 

does not ennoble life. Inspiration is the inevitable result of fel

lowship with the great. Personality is the greatest power in the 

world. \Ve love persons, commune with persons, and imitate 
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persons. "History," says Carlyle, "is the biography of great 

men." "An institution," says Emerson, "is the lengthened 

shadow of a great man." In literature, a man's personality is his 

style, his very self melted under ~he fires of a mighty inspiration 

and poured white hot into his words. Truth with a great soul 

added, that is literature. The perpetuity of literature depends 

not only upon its content which must be truth, but more so upon 

its form. 

The greatest poet in the world must not only have 

something to say, but he must say it better than anybody else 

has ever said it. If he does that his work will live. The im

mortality of speech is the best expression of personality, and that 

is literature. Under the inspiration of a mighty personality old 

truth, commonplace truth, forgotten truth, is snatched from 

oblivion and comes to us made new. You have read Shakespere 

and said, "I could have said that if I had thought of it, b\lt I · 

am sure I never could say it as he says it.'' It is not the truth 

alone which thrills you. You, with him, possess that as a com

mon heritage, but the form-the soul, the vital power, of -what 

is said, that thrills you and sends you into the praetical world 

best able to interpret the poet in your life. Such fellowship 

counteracts the terrible law of impressions, and truth which has 

grown commonplace through repeated impressions is restored to 

you in its old power-with something more-a great personality 

added. 

To live among great thoughts, to have fellowship with 

great personalities, to hand the lamp of knowledge to those lower 

than yourself in the scale of advantage-this is to fulfill the 

moral obligation and perform the mission of those who by natural 

and acquired ability are best adapted to become the mediators 

between the artists and the world, . the interpreters in vital forms 

of the criticism of literature upon life. 

HARRIS E. KIRK , 'g7. 
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Skating. 

Oh, 'tis so vety nice 

To glide o'.er smoothest ice, 

Holding a fair one's hand, 

And skating just so grand. 

But when you hit a lump 

And fall with such a bump, 

Your maiden skating on, 

Laughing at you forlorn, 

Oh, then you feel a chump 

Sitting in a dump, 

Wishing to get to land, 

"Cussing" to beat the band. 

And then its not so nice 

To skate upon the ice. 

john Ruskin. 

-0. S. A. 

There are three great names in English literature which are 

suggestive of each other-Carlyle, Browning, Ruskin. In point 

of time, these men entered the world within a period of twenty

fi\•e years; Carlyle was born in 1795, Browning in 1813, Ruskin 

in 1819; they have passed from the stage of life within a less 

period of twenty years; Carlyle died in r88r , Browning in 188g, 

Ruskin in rgoo. But there are reasons, other than this, which 

link these names together. Each of the three strove to deliver 

a message of spiritual truth in a different sphere of application. 

This message was of the Eternal Spiritual God. The shaft was 

leveled at the sordid, materialistic tendency of the age, and went 

true to the mark, turning the thought of the English speaking 

world to that which is higher. Robert Browning has breathed 
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forth his message in song; he has implanted deep spiritual truth 

in the value of poetry. Thomas Carlyle has brought the same 

message, being stated in prose and more after the fashion of a 

philosophy. John Ruskin has bodied forth the same ideal, has 

delivered the same truth in the sphere of material aesthetics. 

An additional bond between the three is the peculiar rugged 

style of each, in which Carlyle leads. Theirs is the beauty of 

thought, not of expression. Yet all these are vivid and forceful. 

We wish to glance at the life and work of John Ruskin, who 

so lately has been called from his earthly labors. Descended 

from a stalwart Scotch ancestry, his boyhood was a period in 

which the principles of true manhood were crystalized into his 

ch~racter, and we do not wonder that his vision was ever upward 

toward the true, the beautiful, and the good. Sprung from a .. 

race of God-fearing men, his conception of that God, while it 

may have been far from that of the old faith, was always spiritual 

and uplifting, and his ideals of life were always ennobling. 

From this training he Call}e forth to a career of wonderful useful

ness. We think of Ruskin as a great artist because it was at the 

shrine of art that he offered his life's service. The principle 

running like a silver thread through all his writings is the union 

of the three great ideals-truth, beauty, goodness. Taking 

beauty as the object of his study he shows its spiritual side. His 

sentences are ricly in suggesti\·eness; for instance, "the Rhone 

flows like one lambent jewel " Like Keats his soul is sensitive 

to the touch of beauty, but unlike him he sees more than the 

form and color. There is to him a revelation of the Unseen 

which is more than sensuous beauty: "Ex:ternal nature has a 

body and sot1l like a man; but her soul is tile Deity." This 

statement is pnre Pantheism, and it is impo.;;sible to otherwise 

interpret it. However, there remain;; the tmth of that marvel

ous revel ation of G od in the beat1ty with which the world is 

clothed, and , if guarcied against the error iudicateci, we may 

eXj)erieuce a new vision of the world and be lifte-::1 into closer 
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communion with the Personal God by meditation upon this 

truth. 

Another sphere of Ruskin's effort was architecture. He 

expresses the idea that _public buildings are an index to the 

national character; . "good architecture is essentially religious

the production of a faithful and virtuous, not of an infidel and 

corrupted people." This expression seems strange, yet when 

we have read the lecture on Traffic in the ''Crown of Wild Olives" 

we can enter into the thought of the :writer. For many years 

the controlling purpose of his life was the elevation of English 

thought along this line. He struggled bravely against the sordid 

world spirit, and endeavored to uplift his people by nobler con

ceptions of the every day environment, even that of marble and 

stone. 

The most sterling and noblest feature of the great man's 

character is seen in his self-sacrifice for the good of man. Griev

ing over the unhappy condition of the social and commercial 

world, he gave up the life so pleasant to him and came forward 

as an economist. This may not seem a great deal, but it cost 

much, and was prompted by love of fellow-man. In this manner 

he labored long and arduously. seeking to remedy existing con

ditions. 

We have indicated the phases of Ruskin's life-work, as 

artist, as . architect, as economist. In all spheres his ideal was 

high and noble. Towards the close of his life darkness has, at 

times , rested upon him, and for years his labors have been few. 

He has done much for the world, and may rest from these labors. 

Seeking to sum up in few words the secret of his power, we can 

find no expression better than a deep spiritual conviction of God's 

presence and majesty. Add to this the need of the world, and 

Ruskin has both the instrument and material for the making of 

a grand life-work. He died on the 2oth of January, rgoo. -E. 
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JS~itorials. 

AN abundant supply of poets, it is hoped, will come with 
spring. Perhaps some were on their way to help us out this 
month but the eold wave turned them back. Come on. 

To TRAIN the mind to think-to think deeply, to think 
comprehensively, to think vigorously-is the real meaning of 
education. Such is the task. It means work. Energy and 
application are the great essentials. 

HELPING to make yqur college paper a success is a splen.did 
way of showing college spirit. Perhaps efforts along this line 
are a better test of that spirit than those put forth in other direc
tions. They mean an expenditure of labor, and are, at least , very 
g~nuine, having little, or no, "party" spirit in them. 

THAT you may get the idea we put the m~tter in another 
way. We would like to see your JouRNAL continually improv
ing. To this end a greater number of contributors should come 
to its aid. Some have cheerfully assisted in the matter, but that 
number is small and should be increased. Now, when you see 
a falling off in the number of contributions this month, do not 
say, because, forsooth, you have not offered an article that the 
editors are flatting. Whose fault is it? Will ynu not see that 
your JouRNAL is made to improve with each issue? 

Mr. Kipling comes nearer than any other living writer of 
having the ear universal of the reading public. His "The 
Absent-Minded Beggar" has brought ::~bont $roo,ooo to the 
British soldiers' relief fund. Some one has rem<1rked that this 
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method of raising money surpasses the endless chain system. 
Twelve hundred and fifty dollars was paid for the poem by the 
first paper that printed it, and twenty-five by each paper that 
printed it later. Fh•e hundred dollars a week has been earned 
by its recital in a London music hall, all of which goes to the 
fund named. 

ONE might think at first thought that certain novels have a 
larger sale than any other class of books. But it is religious 
books that have reached the largest sales. "The Imitation of 
Christ" is said to have had the largest circulation of any book 
except the Bible. A modern work, ''In · His Steps,'' has reached 
a sale unequaled by any novel. Spurgeon's Sermons have been 
sold by the tens of millions, one firm printing nothing else. 

JoHN RuSKIN has passed away. He was more than a literary 
and an art critic. He was a critic of life. He made all aspects 
of nature lovely and created the freshest interest in things com
mon. Under his magic touch prose became poetry. Much in 
his social theories is unsound, and perhaps he has given undue 
prominence to certain factors in character building. But 
withal, he will continue to live in literature and willloug be 
admired by a world that loves the beautyof truth, and the truth 
of beauty, and ever feels the sympathy and nobleness of heart to 
heart words. 

f/' CERTAIN truths by reason of their familiarity are liable to 
be overlooked. Thus, nothing would appear more of a truism 
than a statement as to the power of habit. Yet bow often do we 
forget the depth of meaning in this little word of fiye letters. 
This law of habit applies in our bodily activities, it is at the basis 
of mental work, and is no less powerful in the realm of the 
emotions. Exercise· is a condition of growth in any sphere of 
life; without exercise, body, mind and affections remain unde
veloped; with it, under the great principle that repetition affords 
facility, faculties and powers increase in size and in strength. 
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DIFFERENr aspect:; of the questions of the day have been 
prominent among the subjects of debate in the Literary Societies 
recently. Expansion bas been discussed from a constitutional 
point of view, as a matter of right and as a matter of expediency. 
The problems which are confronting the nations as to affairs in 
the East have been brought out in these debates; also matters 
pertaining to the British-Boer war, the Nicaragua canal, and other 
topics of interest. This discussion of present day themes is as it 
should be. Naturally, such questions are more inte,resting, and 
are entered into with more vigor than others more or less thread
bare. Moreover, one is thus made familiar with the events of 
the day, to which be cannot afford not to attend. 

TExT-BOOK education alone is sure to beget literary narrow
ness. It is more or less mechanical, and tends to cramp the 
mind rather than expand it. The use of the constructive faculty, 
which is never satisfied with isolated facts, is not only the 
expression of the· degree of development in all the faculties,_ it is 

·at the basis even of all initial development. It is a sine qua non 
of mental advance. Now, the person affords but a small field 
for growth who confines his mind to a few books, to one or two 
on a particular subject. Hence, from the point of view of mental 
improvement one cannot afford to be content with a few authors. 
A firm grasp of truth demands that it be seen from many points 
of view. It thus becomes one's own and is seen in its relations. 
That is a poor love for truth which is content with one man's 
idea. That man's presentation may not be complete and may · 
be even erroneous. Hence, it is imperative that one make 
extensive application in his studies. Of course, regard must be 
had to thoroughness in pursuing this method. 
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\tbe montbl~ Mail. 

Among the. many college publications that lie on the table. 
in our sanctum we spy the Wake Forest Student, anew comer., .very 
welcome, though a little late. in . making its appearance. Curi
ously we gaze upon the. little pamphlet wondering if there be · 
treasures of wisdom, poetry and story hidden beneath its. unos
tentatious cover. But a truce to our speculations! Let us inves
tigate. With fe\·erish haste we turn back the co\·er and stand 
face to face with the St·udent . . And on the. whole we .are not 
sorry for having made his acquaintance, for after a half-hour's 

· chat we find him intP.r.esting enough; not given to talking too 
long on profound themes, but. enlivening his conversation by 
quaint stories-and bits of poetry, with every now and then a little 
dash.oi.wit.to give a piquant savor to the whole. He tells us a 
weird tale of "Valleda," the witch . of the. Mid-Lotbians, .of how 
she saved Donald MacOwen's life -by giving him a magic amulet. 
so that he did not meet the. fate of so many Highland chieftains 
on the stricken field of Culloden, but returned safely and mano 
aged . to defeat his rival's schemes. Moreover he is educated, for 
he reads us a story from the German; versed in history, for. he 
tells about "Edward Moseley, tge Colonial Agitator," and then, 
in order to do full justice to the ladies of his State, about the: 
"Historic Tea Party. of Edenton." Then with a few passing . 
remarks about Current Literature, he shows. himself out, and we 
wish him good night with a pressing invitation to call again. 

On opening the Millsaps Oolle,gian the first thing that met our 
astonished eyes was a clipping from another college magazine. 
Now clippings are a good thing in their place, but surely the 
first page is not that place; moreover, as in this case, the little 
poem is of that class which is usually alluded to as "preppy." 
1'be next on the prog ram is a brief notice of each member of the 
Board of Trusttes, At first sight we th·ought that this must be 
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an extract from the local columns of some ,rural newspaper, but 
o~ closer examination we discovered its real nature. We next 
have a poem entitled, ''The Freshman's Soliloquy," which 
judging from its general make up was evidently written by a 
freshman. Lastly comes an article on Jackson's Geological 
Formation, and the piece, to say the least, is worthy. of being 
presen·ed in some museum as a very dry fossil. Here endeth 
the reading and theJiterary department;of the t'ollegiam as well. 

From a sister State comes The Shamrock, so called, as we are 
informed at the outset, because · of · its exceeding verdancy. Its 
main interest is in the faithful way in· which it delineates life in 
a young ladies' boarding school. As this is .Vol. I., No. I., we 
will not pass any criticisms, but only suggesL that a little more 
attention be paid to the literary department. 

~Upptnga . . 

THE DUELIST; . 

I had kill'd' him ('twas .a duel)! 
Oh, the horrid black remose, 
Oh, the deep ·and,dark -remose; , 

'Twas premeditated, cruel, . 
For I knew that ·in a duel 
I could be as calm and\ cool. 

As the ,Arctic albatross; .· 

Oh, his livid look, the horrid; 
Oozing wound upon his forehead 

Where the -bullet madly tore 
When he turned.- at thirty. paoes-,
Ah, too oft I'd shot the aces· 

Of the packs I care.d so for. 

I had kill'd him ('twas a duel)! ' 
Still I hear-the-pistol ring 
Out so fiercely~ see him fling 

Up his arms toward the sky; 
And my haunted, hopeless ·spirit1 
Evermore shall see -and1hear it · 

As the damned years go by. , 
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THE PLAN REVEALED. 

This wish, to have another see 
In us what we are not, 
Is deadly to our deeper life, 
And tears our hearts with useless strife; 
It leads a multitude astray 
Into a path, a wrongful way, 

Unto a worthless lot. 
I prayed, "Lord, grant Thy power to be." 

A thought then came, His plan stood clear. 
"God hearkens not to passive prayer 

To free from sorrow rife. 
He's given power, but we abuse 
The sovereign wills which we might use 
To noble-ends." Then let us be
Fulfiill ourselves till He can see 

Iu us the Perfect Life. 

THE BLESSING OF CHRISTMAS. 

Christmas comes to the city~folks 
With right good heartand cheer; 

He brings them garlands of holly bay 
And scatters mistletoe far and near, 

Till the news ,is spread from gate to gate 
That the holiday time is here. 

He brings them carols and greetings bright, 
He brings them thoughts of friends, 

And the welcome gleam from the bright hearth-fire 
That the good old Yule log 5ends, 

Where soft white hair with youth's bright locks 
Once more in the warm light blends. 

There's a song on the lips, 
There's a warmth in all hearts, 

There's a gladness that nothing can mar; 
There's a light in men's eyes 

That a blessing imparts 
Like a ray from the wonderful star. 

HARMLESS. 

Oh, Yes! she'sfair! 
But then, her hair-

Dost ktiow it is her own? 
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Why she's-a prize! 
But still, her eyes 

Have marks of pencil shown. 

A charming girl
Her teeth are pearl, 

But artificial, too, 
A rose-leaf bloom 
Her cheeks assume-

What more could painting do? 

Her lips are red
But then 'tis sad 

They're freshly so each day. 
Now let her charm! 
She'll do no harm, 

So let her have her way. 

THE PRECOCIOUS PROTOPLASM. 

In a prehistoric chasm 
A precocious protoplasm 
Gave premonitory spasm. 

Indicating he was rip. 

When a raged anarcbronistic, 
Came to him in a manner mystic, 
And gave demonstration fistic 

Of his higher human type. 

"Observe me, strong and leany, 
With my brow like great Atbene, 
0 ancester gelatiney!" 

He observed with proper pride. 

But the foolish protozoon 
Said, Believe you I will go on 
Though the oyster, pig and so on 

To man? Neveri"-So be died.-

THE SIREN'S SONG. 

See the .twilight gently fallftig 
O'er the lea; 

Hear the curlew's distant calling 
From the sea. 

Watch the wavelets, ebbing, flowing 
As they play, 

Till to darkness, evening gloaming 
Fades away. 
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On the strand the stars are beaming 
From above. 

From our eyes are .ever gleaming 
Rays of love; 

And we sing a song of yearning 
For old times- · 

Anger fierce to friendship turning 
By our chimes. 

Dancing oft to music fairy 
On the shore, 

Come and with the sirens tarry 
Ever more; 

Sing the songs we sing entrancing, 
By the sea; 

Join us in our happy dancing . 
. On the lea. · 

MORTUALIA. 

The golden thrill 
Comes o'er the hill, 

The harvest tide is sped; 
November grieves 

Her garnered sheaves, 
The summer's tale is said. 
Days of gold 

And youth are told; 
All is winter, 

Sere and cold. 

The antiphon 
Of life is done 

The coral chants are still; 
Autumnal breath 

Forebodeth death, 
And silence broodeth chill. 
Days of gold 

And love are told; 
Winter, winter, 

Sere and cold. -Ex. 

THE EVENING STAR. 

Without day's glowing halls of garish mirth, 
Dim evening sits and dreams in changeless rest, 
While softly, sweetly gleams upon her breast 

A tear of pity for a care-bowed earth. -Ex. 
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Blumnt 1Rotes. 

In a late u'!mber of the Southwestern Presbyte1·ian is -a very 
pleasing tribute to the Rev. E. D. Patton, A. B., B. D., '99· 

Mr. B. H. Lovelace, '99, has been appointed representative 
of the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Co., at St. Bethle
hem, Tenn. 

The Rev. J. Walter Cobb, A. M., '95. pastor of the church 
at Winona, Miss. , has declined the call of the East Florence 
Church, of Florence, Ala. 

The Alma Mater has another' daughter-in-law. A short 
time ago, at Norwood, La., the Rev. J. F. Naylor was ma'rried 
to Miss Norwood. The JouRNAL extends congratulations and 
good wishes. 

The Rev. W. A. Zeigler, '98, who has charge of a scattered 
group of churches in Louisiana, is doing a very active work. 
He has built a church at Rocky Mount, and is planning three 
others at different points. 

Rev. D. A. Blackburn, '89, pastor of the Church of the 
Strangers, New York City, is soon to set out on a tour that will 
extend through Egypt and parts of Europe. He will spend some 
time in Egypt and in returning will visit interesting parts of 
Italy, Spain and other countries of southern and western 
Europe. 

The Alumni now have an opportunity of obtaining a very 
pleasing memento of the old University. Our Annual, the 
"Sou'wester." is to be a very handsome volume and will contain 
a great many interesting pictures and sketches of the buildings 
and organizat ions that must be dear to all the men who have 
been students here. In many respects this number will be of 
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special interest to the Alumni, as it will commemorate the great 
Alumni meeting to be held next spring· iri celebration of the 
twenty-fifth year of the present organization of the University. 
It would be hard to find a more pleasing remembrancer of school 
boy days, and as it will be a real work of art, every Alumnus 
should have one. Mr. J. ~·. Blackburn is the Business Manager. 

<!ampus <!atcbtngs. 

Underhill, February 27th. 

A few of her friends spent a deli~htful evening with Miss 
Eliza Emery recently. 

The ~new officers of Washington Irving Literary Society 
were inducted into office at the meeting last Friday night. 

The Mississippi Club has chosen the following officers: M. 
E. Melvin, President; A. S. Shaw, Vice-President; M. V. Frier
son, Jr., Secretary and Treasurer. 

Miss Anna Wood entertained a number of friends on Friday 
evening, January 19th. It was very pleasant to all present. · 
Delicious refreshments were served. 

During the recent cold spell the College boys were much 
pleased by a visit from the Academy girls, who came o~er to 
enjoy the skating on the Collcge.pond. They are always wel
come. 

The comb mentioned in our last issue has not yet been called 
for and it is still at "The Cabin" awaiting the owner's claim. 
If George Fraser has not made use of it, the comb is still in good 
order. 

Prof. Wharey (in Jr. En.): "Mr. Orr, tell us something about 
Coleridge." Orr (R. H.): "Coleridge was the youngest son of 
his family and also of his father, and was born at Edinborough 
near London. 
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Ask Albright why he stood behind the stove in Sr. Bible 
the other day, and Duncan, how Calvert Bros. & Taylor can 
take a single picture and group it. Also inquire of Shaw whether 
the latest Christian ubserver has come. 

Stewart Literary Society has chosen the following as their 
representatives .on the Inter-Society Oratorical Contest: A. 0. 
Price, J. J. Moore, Geo. D. Booth. The contest will take place 
on the Tuesday night of Commencement week. 

The Class of . 1902, at a meeting a few days ago, elected 
Lowry Davis. Alabama, President; Allen, Alabama, Vice-Presi
dent; McGehee, Mississippi, Secretary and Treasurer. We wish 
the infants a long and prosperous career inS. W. P. U. 

The Inter-Society Declamatory contest will be held in Wad
del Hall on Thursday night, February 22d. The representatives 
are as follows: S. L. S.-Allen, Sholl, Tate, J. C., Barr. W. I. 
L. S.-Kirker, Hill, W. H., Marshall, McDonald, K. The 
public is cordially invited to be present. 

The new Physical Director, Mr. C. M. Douthitt, arrived 
during the past month. He has taken right hold on the work, 
and has the boys down to it. Much interest is beiqg mantfested 
in basket ball, and it is hoped that a 'varsity team will be 
organized. A number of games will be played between the clubs 
of the University. 

Owing to a change in railroad schedules, Mr. Charles F. 
Underhill, who was to present the "The Rivals" on February 
17th, cannot reach here on that day, so the date of his entertain
ment has been postponed to February 27th. Mr. Underhill is 
one of the finest impersonators on the American platform, and 
all who hear him will no doubt be immensely pleased. 

We are glad to be able to chronicle the return of Mrs. Dead
erick and her daughters, Misses Louise and Edith. Mrs. Dead
erick has been for some time with Miss Louise at Rogersville, 
where the latter has been attending school, but had to leave on 
account of her health. We are glad to have them with us again, 
and trust that the balmy air of Clarksville will restore Miss 
Louise to her accustomed health. 
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Dr. and Mrs. Jas. A. Lyon entertained the faculty and a 
number of other friends recently. The affair wa,s carried out in 
the elegant · manner characteristic of all of Mrs. Lyon's enter
tainments. One of the features, which was much enjoyed by the 
guests, was' 'a game of nuts.' ' Mrs. A. B. Dinwiddie was awarded 
the prize for correctly recognizing the largest number of quota
tions. The refreshments, which were delicious , were served on 
small tables in three courses. The entertainment was one of the 
most delightful affairs ever given in College circles. 

The third event of the Lyceum Course was the coming of 
Miss Ida Benfe:v, the great American Story Teller. She pre 
sen ted "Les Miserables," and to say that the audience was de
lighted is putting it mildly. From start to finish Miss Benfey held 
all present in rapt attention. As an artist she is without a peer 
and it can be truly said that her art conceals its very ar.tfttlness. 
It was earnestly . hoped by everyone present that they would be 
afforded an opportunity of bearing Miss Benfey again. Socially 
Miss Benfey is most charming, and all who met her were capti
vated. 

Two accidents recently occurred to members of the faculty. 
Dr. Lyon was precipitated down the steps leading to the base
ment of the Stewart building, and "wounded his trousers" 
severely. We are glad the Doctor sustained no serious injury. 
The other accident happened to Dr. Fogartie, while be was dis
pensing "Pastorial" Theology to the Seniors a day or two ago. 
He found it necessary to move his chair somewhat, but, probably 
on account of being dazzled by the great brilliancy and erudition 
of the class, moved too far and was thrown to the floor. Beyond 
disturbing the Intermediate Bible Class nothing serious resulted. 

The Y. M. C. A. was favored recently with a visit from 
State Secretary McGill. He addressed the students in the 
Assembly ·room of the Association. He took as a basis for his 
remarks the last clause of Jas. 1:27: "Keep yourselves unspotted 
from the world,'' and showed that it was possible for a man to 
live one of three lives. He could live an ascetic life, a sinful 
life, or a Christian life. A man comi.ng to college forms new 
friendships, meets new temptations, and makes new habits, he 
should therefore guard his life closely. Mr. McGill spoke also 
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of the great work now being done by theY. M. C. A. Some one 
had said the Association was dead, but like Mark Twain said 
when his death was reported, the report of its death was very 
much exaggerated. If dead it was the livest corpse the speaker 
had ever seen. The twenty-second annual convention of the 
Tennessee Association will be held in Chattanooga, March 8-11. 

The University Association hopes to send at least one delegate. 
Every student should aid them in so doing. 

The S. W . P. U. Minstrels gave an excellent performance 
in Waddel Hall, Friday night, February gth. Hardie was inter
locutor, solos were sung by Prof. Deaderick and Messrs. Planck, 
Wilson, McDonald, Warner played a violin solo, several quar
tettes were sung. Messrs. Berryhill, Goddard, Geo. Summey, 
Jr., and Hill, W. H., assisted in the chorus and quartette. Dr. 
Nicolassen officiated at the piano. The end men were Messrs. 
Hall, W. L., Townsend, McFadden, Wilson, McDonald and 
Booth. Several specialties were given, and the Mandolin and 
Guitar Club furnished some fine music. The p.erformance was 
much enjoyed and some of the jokes were very amusing. Kyies, 
of St. Louis, a most perfect slack wire performer, added the last 
feature of the 'evening, which consisted of some most excellent 
feats. 
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Asparagus Roots, 
Strawberry Plants. 

Flower Pots, 
- Palms, Ferns. 

EVERGREEN lODGE FlOWER CARDEN 
JAS. MORTON, Prop. 

I 
Curtains, 

Mattings, 

Shades, 

Linens, 

1 18 Franklin St., 
CLARKSVILLE, TENN. 

University t School, PROSandCONS~---~-i!~~- ~-~:::;-, 
- COMPLtn: D£BATES nos 

Our foreign pol'c{., the AND 
CLARKSVILLE, TENN. currency, t ho to.r:r , im- ·oNs 

1:1igrntion, high Lccnse, J i!!r 
woman suffrage, p~nny , ~T)) 

· -FOR- postage, tr:taSjlOrtaHon, ~~ 
trust=> ,depar!m~:l t rtorcs ·: ... ·;) 
municipal owncrsL:p cJ ;.:n.AJo 

B d Y ~/l- iranchises, eovcrr.mcr: t 1 ~ . 
O"S an oun 0 ., :. e~l contr o l c.f tc 'crr~~.,~l. ~~y':\ 

J l 110 1 i . I Bot!uides d be ~Jove , ~,l," · 
t~nd m any otltcr q;~&s• .... ...., 

E. E. DINWIDDIE, 
(University of Virgiui3) Principn I. 

G. F. NlCOLASSEN, M.A., P,H. D., 
Associate Priucipal. 

tionscompleh !ydc!.Jn'. -::d. I Directions fer orgar:.i:dn3 , 
nnd conducting n dc!Jat

i ing society, with byplaws 
and parliamentary rules. 
Price, t: .~o Po~tp1id. 

Cloth-469 Pages. 
HINDS & NOBLE 
4-5-6-12-13-14 Cooper Institute, N. Y. City 

A. ll. DINWIDDIE, M.A., PH. D., .I . ' Sclwolbookso/a!lfwlisk&rsatonesture. 
Associate Principal. _ 

Annn~l Scholarship in S. W. P. U. ! 
For terms and other information; ad- i 

dress any of the Principals. I 
~-----------------------------

For the Most Stylish Young Men's Sboe go to R. E. Taylor & Co.'s. 



If you want the best R E T 1 & C They will treat you 
Shoes go to , , a Y 0 r 0 • right AND SAVE YOU MONEY. 

OWEN & . MOORE, 
Wholesale and· Retail 

Drugs, Books, Musical I11struments, 
Brushes, Toilet Articles of All Kinds, 

Fine Society Stationery, 
Eng~aved Cards and Invitations. 

The only Book Store in our city that carries a complete line of both Texl 
and Theological Books. 

YOUR TRADE SOLICITED. 

JOS. ROSENFIELD & . CO., 
Clarksville's 

Greatest One Price 
Dry Goods and Clothing House. 

STUDrtNTS as well as others, find WATERMAN'S wm FDUtHAI!I PENS a neces
sary convenience. They are used and endorsed by . people 

ot education as the best writing imtrumen "'"of to-day. It is the popular pen at 
all the Universities, Schools and Colleges. Always all Write. Handier than a 
pencil, because you don't have to sharpen it. Quicker than a regular pen, because 
you don't have to dip it. Cleaner than either, because it neither crocks nor 
spills. Better than all others, because it is ready when you are. The best pres
ent, because the receiver remembers you all day long for many years. Ask yonr 
dealer or write for catalogue. L. E. WATERMAN CO., largest fouutain pen manu
facturers in the world, 157 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 

The Shoes that R. E. Tavlor & Co. sell are best . 
.I 



J 

1\. E . ~ray lor & Co.'s Shoes are Good Shoes . .. 

Every Student Should Own 

The International. 
Webster's lnternatio~al Dictionary 

of ENOLISH, Biography, Geography, Fiction, etc. 

.ST ANDAR.D AUTHORITY 
of the U. S. Supreme Court, 
all the State Supreme Courts, 
the U. S. Go,·ernment -Print
ing Office, and of nearly all 
the Schoolbooks. 

W ARM(Y COMMI;NOEO by 
Presidents of Universities and Colleges, State 
Supel"inten<lents of Schools, and other Edu
ca~ors ahuqst without number. 

, Chas. W. Eliot, LL.D., President of Harvard 
University, says 1 Tho International is a wonderfully 
compact storehouse cf accurate information. -

The . Collegiate. -
Webster's Collegiate Dictionary 

is a new book, the largest of the 
ahritlgment s of the Interna
tional. It has a sizable vocabu
lary, complet-e definitions, and 

n a<lequn.te etymologies . Has over 
~ 1 tOO pages a11d is richly ill us
. tra ted. Its app<:n<lix is a store-

bouse of useful iuformation and contains a 
Valuable Glossary d Scotch Words and Phrases. 

Nicholas Murr::y Butler, Ph.[). , Columbia Uni- 
versity, Nt1W York, Shys! Tl:e Collegiate Dictionary 
is hr~t-class in qualitv ::mJ admirably adapted for every a 

day use. ' 

Speclmi!IJ..,jagu, etc., of botlz books sent on appUca#on. 

G. & C.lVIERRIA.lVI CO., Publishers, 
Springfield, Mass., U. S. A.· 

WHEN NEEDING SHOES MENDED 
-OALI.ON-

JOHN WIDMAR 

204 Franklin Street. 

The Literary 
Dl• ge-st Issued Weekly 

32 Pages lllustr'd. 

"All the Periodicals in One." 

Discussion on all sides of all questions 
selected from doniestic and translated from 
foreign periodical literature. ''The Literary 
Digest" is in the world of thought. feeling; 
and research what the new~papers are in the 
world of e-vents. You find in the dailies the 
facts; you find in ' 'The Literary Digest," the 
reasons for the fncts. 

Entire Real of Thought and Action. 

All that is. of prime intereE't in the realm 
of thought and a<:tion . whether it be politics. 
science. art. belles-let tres. religion. sociologg, 
travel. discovery, fina.nce. <ir commerce is, 
hy lnng-trained editorial skill. presented in 
condensed form. oartLv in 8ummary. partly 
in direct quotation. foO the benetit of readers 
-of "The LiterarY Digest." 

The Busy Man's Best Friend. 
, "No other publication of its class is of 
equal value. No one who desires to keep 
abreast. witll information on all lines of eur
rent interest ran afford to be without The 
Literary Dieest.''-Kan&~s City Times . 

. It PrP.Sents all sides of important questions 
with the greatest impartiality. Condens<:>s. 
digests, translates, illustrates from nearly 
1,000 periodicals. 

Single Copies, lOc. $3.00 Per Year. 



i -

srruDENTS WELCOME 
--AT.--

QUAR~ES BROS., 

UP-TO-DATE 

~Jewelers and Opticians.~ 

The largest an~ most complete selection of Fine Diamon.-lr:, \Vatchefl, 
Clocks, Jewelry, and Btic-a-Brac in the city. · Special attention given to 
maufuacturing 

Badges, Medals, Class Pins~ Emblems 
IN GOLDANDSILVER. 

Our Op_tical Oepartrnent 
' ' 

is in the hands of a Graduate Optician, and we fit Spectacles and Eye-Glasses 
on scientific principles. 

Careful and prompt attention given to REPAIRING fine Watches and 
Jewelry. Call to see us. 

t QUARLES BRO~.~ '* 
l28 .Franklin Street. 
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