
Art

The Department of Art enables students to develop their artistic skills and to better understand the nature of 
creative processes and their ramifications. Studio courses challenge students to discover and refine their creative 
talents. Art History courses enable students to understand the historical significance of works of art and to develop 
the means by which art may be analyzed and critiqued within the larger framework of social experience. Art majors 
study a balanced program in studio and art history together with internships and other professional options tailored 
to specific needs and interests.

Curriculum
Major:

Bachelor of Arts, Art

Bachelor of Arts, Art History

Minor is Available

Concentrations:

Studio Art

Art History

The offerings in the history of art are designed to 
give the student a thorough introduction to the major 
periods of the discipline. Students may also receive 
fine arts credit through several study abroad programs 
sponsored by Rhodes, including the British Studies and 
European Studies programs.  

Incoming students may compete for Art Scholarships 
by submitting a portfolio by January 30. For portfolio 
guidelines, please call the Admissions Office at 800-
844-5969. 

Faculty
David P. McCarthy, Professor of Art; Ph.D., University 

of Delaware. Specialties: Modern, contemporary and 
American art history.

Victor Coonin (Chair), Associate Professor of Art; 
Ph.D., Rutgers University. Specialties: Renaissance, 
Baroque and Medieval art history.

Erin Harmon, Assistant Professor of Art; M.F.A., 
Rhode Island School of Design. Specialties: Painting, 
drawing.

Trever J. Nicholas, Assistant Professor of Art; M.F.A. 
University of Minnesota, Specialties: Sculpture, drawing, 
installation art.

Glenda Swan, Assistant Professor of Art History; 
Ph.D., Princeton University. Specialties: Classical art and 
archaeology.

Hallie Salky Charney, Part-time Instructor of 
Photography; M.F.A., University of Memphis. Specialty: 
Photography.

Hamlett Dobbins, Director, Clough-Hanson Gallery 
and Instructor of Art; M.F.A., University of Iowa. 
Specialties: Painting and drawing.

Equipment and Facilities
The Department of Art, housed in Clough Hall, is fully 

equipped with studios devoted to sculpture, drawing, 
painting, photography and life study. Study of the 
history of art is supported by a slide library, digital 
resources and course-specific Web pages.  The Clough-
Hanson Gallery, located in Clough Hall, hosts fine 
arts exhibits from September through March. Exhibits 
feature works by emerging local and national artists, 
or the masterworks of renowned artists from the past. 
Every April and early May, the gallery presents two 
student exhibitions: the Annual Student Exhibition and 
the Senior Thesis Exhibition. Selected objects from the 
Jessie L. Clough Art Memorial Collection are used for 
teaching.

Outside the Classroom
The Memphis College of Art and the Memphis Brooks 

Museum of Art, both located near the campus, along 
with other educational institutions, galleries and 
theaters in the Memphis area, offer a rich variety 
of exhibitions and films to students throughout the 
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year. Internships are possible through an arrangement 
with the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, the Dixon 
Gallery and Gardens and other local institutions, where 
students earn credit in museum methods by working 
alongside professionals in the field. Summer internships 
are available at national museums, galleries and 
architecture firms.

The Department of Art hosts an impressive lecture 
series each year, made possible by the Lillian and Morrie 
Moss Endowment for the Visual Arts. Past speakers 
include: Robert Hughes, writer for TIME Magazine; 
United States Senator Claiborne Pell, principal sponsor 
of the National Endowment for the Arts and Humanities; 
Keith Christiansen, curator, The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art; and Faith Ringgold, artist and professor at 
University of California, San Diego. 

Each year, the Department of Art presents three 
awards for excellence within the department. The 
Apollonian and Dionysian awards are given for academic 
excellence in studio art and art history. The Sally Becker 
Grinspan Award for Artistic Achievement recognizes the 
most outstanding work of art by a graduating senior. 

Graduates
Graduates in art often pursue careers in teaching, 

research, gallery management, museum studies, 
architecture, advertising and studio art. By choosing 
the appropriate area of concentration, art majors gain 
the skills and background necessary for entry into 
graduate or professional school or into an art-related 
field immediately upon graduation. Typically, an average 
of 12-15 art majors graduate from Rhodes each year, 
with many going on to graduate programs. Currently, 
Rhodes art majors can be found in the following 
graduate programs: Emory University, California School 
of Fine Arts, Tulane and Indiana University. 

For more information

Please contact the Department of Art at (901) 843-
3833 or Admissions at 1-800-844-5969. You can also 
explore the Department of Art’s Web page at rhodes.
edu/academics/1552.asp.
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