
When I was a student at Rhodes there was no biochemistry 
program. That’s what I wanted to study so my mentor, 
Professor Harold Lyons, served as my personal tutor. I was 
eager to learn more, and I went down to St. Jude without an 
appointment and asked Dr. Martin Morrison for a job. Dr. 
Morrison was impressed with my education at Rhodes and 
took me into his lab. So, I received a personalized, first-class 
education at Rhodes and world-class research experience at 
St. Jude, like students today in the Rhodes St. Jude Summer 
Plus Program. It has always meant a lot to me that Dr. Lyons 
was willing to give me so much attention. That special care of 
students at Rhodes is as true today as it was then. 

Vicki G. Palmer ’75
Executive Vice President, Financial 
Services and Administration

Coca Cola Enterprises, Inc. 

Dr. Sidney Strickland ’68
Professor and Dean of Graduate Studies
The Rockefeller University 

A good business degree only 
takes you so far. It’s much more 
important to be conversant 
about matters in general. 
Negotiating a deal is having 
dialogue and conversation. 
My liberal arts studies at 
Rhodes gave me a level of self-
assurance that I could think 
my way through anything that 
came my way.” 

Special care of students 
at Rhodes is as true 
today as it was then. 

John Bryan ’58

Chairman Emeritus,
Sara Lee Corporation

Patron of the Arts
Chicago, IL 

Although it was known 
as Southwestern when 
I was a student there, 
in many ways Rhodes will 
always seem like home to 
me. It certainly helped to 
shape my values and my 
understanding of what 
the arts contribute to the 
public good.
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Business and Technology
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Although I applied to just about every college in Texas, choosing 
where I would come was easy. I wanted a small college in a big city 
and Rhodes has fit the bill perfectly. 

I love everything about being in Memphis—studying in funky coffee 
shops, discovering great little restaurants, fabulous concerts, the 
South Main Trolley Tour, picnics on the river. And now I have an 
internship that is icing on the cake. 

The Career Services office at Rhodes lined me up with the Memphis 
and Shelby County Film Commission and it’s just great! When I had 
only been on the job for three weeks I had been all 
over the city scouting locations, played a scene as an extra in a 
movie, attended parties on Beale Street and met famous people. 
I’m majoring in creative writing and minoring in Spanish. Now 
I’m going to try to work in a film studies minor as well. 

Arts

Interning on the streets
Alex Kiester ’10 Austin, TX 

Endless Possibilities
Kyle Marks ‘92 Columbus, OH 

Founder, president and CEO of Retire IT, a fast-growing 
firm that manages computer recycling for more than 400 
companies all over the U.S., Kyle Marks has “leveraged 
the analytical, problem solving and marketing skills I 
learned at Rhodes.” 

Beginning with an internship at Maybelline Corporation 
his career trajectory included five promotions in six 
years on staff at Maybelline, acceptance to Harvard 
Business School and a position with Bain and Company, 
a leading global business and strategy consulting firm. 
Then he joined with colleagues and started a software 
firm in the Bay Area, which they sold after three years. 
Finally, he combined all his valuable experiences to 
become an entrepreneur. 

“I couldn’t have done any of 
it without my undergraduate 
experience,” he says. “Rhodes 
taught me how to solve problems, 
taking the liberal arts view, the 
well-rounded approach. Majoring 
in economics and business layered 
on the analytic ability. I now 
understand that strategy is about 
choosing what not to do. There are 
endless possibilities.” 
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