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➤(Re)Building Sacred Space
African-American history and culture is widespread throughout
present-day Memphis, yet little attention is given to how the contri-
butions of blacks during the 19th century have influenced Memphis’
complex racial dynamics today. In an effort to better understand and
appreciate the presence of blacks in the city, we will visit the Zion
Christian Cemetery and Slave Haven house. Zion is the resting place
of approximately 22,000 former slaves and free men/women buried
from 1870-1922. To place the cemetery’s importance in context, we
will also tour the Slave Haven house, an important way station of
the Underground Railroad.

Dr. Russ Wigginton graduated from Rhodes with a History degree in
1988 and returned as a faculty member in 1996. Between 1988 and
1992 (the year he started graduate school), he worked for Oscar
Mayer Foods. Ask him how a Rhodes graduate with a History degree
ended up riding in the Weinermobile.

➤A Slice of Memphis History
The Civil War…the Yellow Fever epidemic…the Civil Rights
Movement. These are just some of the landmarks of Memphis that
you will learn about in engaging presentations by local experts at the
Memphis Public Library and a tour of burial sites in nearby Elmwood
Cemetery.

Prof. Bernadette McNary-Zak teaches courses in early Christian
history and in the Search program. Her primary research interest is
in Coptic Christianity and the literary evidence for monastic practice.
She is a native of upstate New York who, after several years in
Memphis, still prays for snow in the winter.

➤Pandas and Chinese Garden at the Memphis Zoo
Located deep in the Mid-South, Memphis seems far removed from
China on the other side of the Pacific. Chinese culture, however, is
not really that far away. In fact, just a few steps to the south of our
College, you will see a Chinese pagoda rising into the sky. Behind the
wall is the recently completed, multi-million dollar China Theme Park
at the Memphis Zoo. It features magnificent buildings of Chinese
architectural style with flying eaves, carved beams, painted rafters,
pagoda, bell pavilion, moon-gate, winding bridge, ornate corridors,
and more. Moreover, it displays some exotic Chinese animals and
plants. The crowning attraction is a pair of Chinese pandas which
have recently made their home in the theme park. Before the field
trip, we will give a lecture on the Chinese garden art and the preser-
vation of giant pandas. Through the lecture and visit, we hope to
give students an unforgettable experience as well as a glimpse of
China’s long and colorful culture and history.

July, 2003

To the Class of 2007,

On behalf of the many and varied people who make up your new
community, welcome! Welcome to Rhodes and to the City of Memphis. 

A team of students, faculty, and staff called the Committee on the
First-Year Experience has spent the last six months brainstorming
ideas and planning activities to help orient you to college life, “the
Rhodes way,” and the city of Memphis. One of the programs we’re
most excited about is Memphis Connection, an excursion into the
history and culture of Memphis led by some of our most popular and
creative faculty. On Saturday August 23, you’ll have the opportunity
to sightsee across Memphis with knowledgeable, scholarly guides,
faculty whose research experience will give you an in-depth, behind-
the-scenes look at some of the most fascinating treasures to be found
in this city you’ll soon call home. 

Memphis Connection will let you explore the historical, cultural,
and economic sites of the city, including the National Civil Rights
Museum, Beale Street and Sun Studio, St. Jude Hospital, the historic
Memphis Red Sox ballpark and much, much more. Additionally, stu-
dent coordinators from the College’s nationally renowned Kinney vol-
unteer program will accompany many of the excursions to tell you
about volunteer opportunities across Memphis.

There are 17 excursions to choose from, but you’ll be able to
attend only one. Please read the program descriptions that are
attached; then, identify your top 5 choices on the selection form found
on the last page of this booklet. Return the completed form in the
enclosed envelope no later than July 28. Each excursion has limited
space (20-40 slots depending on the excursion), so identify at least 5
choices to ensure placement in a tour you prefer. Your Peer Assistant
will have excursion information for you when you arrive on campus in
August.

Have an enjoyable summer! We look forward to introducing you to
the campus and to the city in August.

Sincerely,

Prof. Joe Favazza, Chair Ms. Kathleen Laakso, 
Committee on the First-Year Experience Associate Dean

The First-Year Program



Prof. Ming Dong Gu (Ph.D., University of Chicago) teaches courses on
Chinese language, literature, and culture. He has been an unpaid con-
sultant at the Memphis Zoo since 1999 and closely involved in the
venture that has successfully brought in a pair of pandas to Memphis.
He also authored Chinese couplets and inscriptions for the China
exhibits at the Theme Park.

Prof. Xinxin Jiang (Ph.D., Tufts University) teaches Mathematics at
the College. A native speaker of Chinese, he is well versed in Chinese
history, literature, and culture. He will guide visitors through the
theme park with informed comments and answer questions concerning
Chinese history, architecture, calligraphy, flora and fauna, and other
cultural matters related to the theme park.

➤Walking in Musical Memphis
This expedition through the musical legacy of our city begins at the
Mississippi River with a glance south to the cotton fields and the
crossroads that gave birth to the Blues. Moving up the bluff, we come
to the levee that leads to Beale Street, the heart of the Memphis Blues
world. After a “Handy” introduction we continue on to the
Smithsonian’s Memphis Rock & Soul Museum. After our tour of the
Museum, we will see WDIA radio, the first “all-black” radio station in
the U.S. We continue on to Sun Studio where Elvis recorded the
sounds that made Memphis’s music the music of the world. As we
return to Rhodes we will be on the lookout for the ghost of Elvis on
Union Avenue!

Prof. Jeff Jackson teaches courses in modern European history at
Rhodes. He is completing a book about jazz music in Paris during the
1920s and 1930s and co-editing a book about music and history.

Prof. Tim Watkins teaches music history and music literature at
Rhodes, including a course in African-American music. His research
interests include the musical consequences of cultural encounters in
the New World. He is currently working on a book about music in
early colonial Mexico. Although he plays the guitar, no Memphis
recording studios have yet asked him to become the next Elvis.

➤Hispanic Memphis
From its earliest beginnings to the present, the area now occupied by
Memphis has been marked by Hispanic cultures. Participants in this
session will explore the city’s Hispanic heritage and have the opportunity
to begin forming links with Spanish-speaking members of the current
local community. Downtown, they will visit the Mississippi River, the
Hernando Desoto Bridge, the San Fernando de las Barrancas historic
park, and the site of the Memphis Red Sox ballpark. From there, the
itinerary moves on to Latino Memphis, where participants will learn
about opportunities for encounters with today’s Hispanic community

of Memphis. Finally, the tour closes with stops at area shops and La
Espiga bakery.

Prof. Kathleen Doyle teaches Spanish Language and Twentieth
Century Peninsular Spanish Literature. Her research focuses on
Spanish narrative by women writers during and after the Franco
dictatorship, as well as fantastic literature of the 19th and 20th centuries.
Despite her strong desire to do so, she has not yet been able to
successfully incorporate discussions of her favorite movie (“Pee-
Wee’s Big Adventure”) into all of her courses.

Prof. Eric Henager teaches Spanish language and Contemporary
Latin American literature. His current research projects include a
study of U.S. popular culture in recent works by on-island and 
off-island Cuban writers. For one such project he is studying the
evolution of baseball in Cuban literary and political discourse.

➤Exploring the Rhodes-St. Jude Connection: Opportunities for
Research and Volunteer Work at a Major Cancer Research Hospital
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, founded in 1962 by entertainer
Danny Thomas, is one of the world’s premier centers for research
and treatment of catastrophic diseases in children, primarily pediatric
cancers. Research efforts are directed at understanding the molecular,
genetic, and chemical bases of catastrophic diseases in children,
identifying cures for such diseases, and promoting their prevention.
Research is focused specifically on cancers, acquired and inherited
immunodeficiencies, and genetic disorders. Dr. Jay Blundon will
accompany you on a brief tour of St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital and discuss the recently established “Summer Plus
Program,” which offers Rhodes students an opportunity to work in a
research lab at St. Jude. A Kinney volunteer will also go along with
the group and discuss volunteer opportunities at the hospital.

Dr. Jay Blundon is Associate Professor in the Biology Department at
Rhodes where he teaches physiology and neuroscience. He spent his
recent sabbatical at St. Jude working in the Developmental
Neurobiology Department, and is still collaborating with
neuroscientists there as he researches the role of neuronal proteins 
in the process of learning and memory formation.

Dr. Robert Strandburg is an Associate Professor of Psychology and
the Associate Dean of Undergraduate Research and Service. He
teaches courses in Physiological Psychology, Perception and
Learning and Memory, and his research focuses on brain indices of
information processing deficits in schizophrenic and autistic children
and adults. He is also coordinator of collaborative programs with St.
Jude.



➤Art in Memphis
Memphis is home to a vibrant artistic community featuring both
contemporary and historical works of art. The Memphis Brooks
Museum of Art contains an encyclopedic collection of art from the
ancient world to the present. Several contemporary galleries downtown
feature works by prominent local artists as well as leading international
figures. This trip will introduce participants to some of the major
galleries and artists of Memphis and show how students may engage
in a range of activities within the visual arts. 

Hamlett Dobbins is director for Rhodes College's Clough-Hanson
Gallery and a curator for Delta Axis' Power House exhibition space. As
well as being a curator, Dobbins is an accomplished juggler: writing,
painting, and being a board member, husband and a dad, all the
while trying to find time to eat bar-b-que.

Prof. Victor Coonin researches and teaches the history of Italian
Renaissance Art. He also builds and breaks fine furniture with the
help of his two-year old son.

➤From King Cotton to FedEx: 
Why Did the Memphis Economy Grow?
Land speculators, including Andrew Jackson, saw the possibility of a
new urban center on the Mississippi River bluffs that could avoid river
floods. The Mississippi was a magnet for new cities that could distrib-
ute goods regionally and originate cotton shipments throughout the
world. Memphis’ growth coincides with transportation innovations—
from the steamboat to the railroads, and finally to its choice as the
first airplane hub for FedEx. Visiting the Mississippi bluffs and Cotton
Row before traveling to FedEx’s airport facility, we will use Memphis’
economic history to demonstrate how strategic business decisions and
industry innovation are key drivers of a city’s economic development.

Professor Debbie Pittman teaches corporate finance and international
finance; she had a career in international and commercial banking
before coming to Rhodes. She is a longtime resident of Memphis with
interests in community development.

➤Misconceptions of the Civil Rights Movement: Case-study, Memphis
Many people understand the civil rights movement as, “Rosa Parks sat
down, Martin Luther King stood up, and everyone lived happily ever
after.” We will unpack the assumptions behind that little ditty, looking
especially at events in Memphis in the 1960s. In the afternoon, we will
tour the National Civil Rights Museum and debrief the experience over
soft drinks.

Prof. Gail Murray has just completed a book on southern white women
in the Civil Rights Movement. She teaches courses on the History of

Childhood, on early America, and on the history of Black and White
Women in the South. She has lived in Memphis for 17 years and still
isn’t used to the heat and humidity.

➤The Heroa of Memphis: St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
and Graceland
With the extraordinary deeds that occurred on September 11 and in
the Iraqi conflict, the term hero has been conspicuous in the media
and in daily conversation. This Greek word has a long history going
back to the Homeric epics, if not before. For the Greeks it had two
basic, complementary meanings: (1) the warriors about whom the
poets sang—the famous characters of traditional narratives: Herakles,
Odysseus, Oedipus, etc. (2) exceptional individuals (male and female)
who accomplished some feats during their lifetimes or were recognized
as exceptional for some reason. After death these heroes had power,
for good or evil, and because of this power became the objects of
worship. Our seminar will explore the original Graeco-Roman
understanding of a hero and its translation to an American, Memphian
setting. We will look at a number of examples from the ancient world
and the polis of Memphis, focusing in particular on Danny Thomas
and Elvis Presley, who continue to receive honor from followers seeking
the help of immortal spirits. 

Prof. David Sick received his Ph.D. in Classics from the University of
Minnesota in 1996 and has been a member of the Greek and Roman
Studies Program at Rhodes since 1997. In the summer of 1998 he
met the famous Dr. Ammondt, the artist of “The Legend Lives Forever
in Latin: Elvis Songs Sung in Latin.”

Prof. Kenny Morrell received his Ph.D. in Classical Philology from
Harvard in 1989 and joined the faculty at Rhodes in the fall of 1993.
He never saw Elvis in person nor has he met Dr. Ammondt, but he did
purchase an album by the King in his youth, fully appreciates Elvis’
place in the evolution of popular music, and deeply laments that the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum is in Cleveland.

Susanne Hofstra received her Ph.D. in Classical Archaeology from the
University of Texas in 2000 and has taught for the Rhodes Greek and
Roman Studies and History departments since 2002. A member of the
Church of Elvis, she has been overheard crooning lines from Mojo
Nixon’s “Elvis is Everywhere,” and frequently confuses her Graceland
annual pass with her Rhodes faculty ID card.

➤Chucalissa Village and Museum
Chucalissa (Chook-kah-lee-sah) is a Choctaw word meaning “abandoned
house.” We will take a step back in the history of the Mississippi
Valley and explore the medicinal practices and other traditions of the



people who populated this area long before the first European laid
eyes on the Mississippi River.

A) Native American Herbalists and Plant Medicine

Before modern medicine and the corner pharmacy, human cultures
relied on the skills of a natural substance healer. In many cases, the
plant and animal products used in their medications are the forerunners
of modern versions of pharmaceuticals. We will visit a medicinal garden
and ask ourselves, how did the Chickasaws and Choctaws decide that
a particular plant might be good for curing headaches or other ills?
What methods did they use to prepare herbal medications?

B) A Flexible Tradition: Chickasaws and Choctaws Use Computers Too

Native tradition doesn’t mean being stuck in a preindustrial world. The
Chickasaws and Choctaws adapted to their changing geographic and
cultural landscape with ingenuity and imagination. Explore these
changes and think about “tradition” as flexible. Do adaptations make
one less “Indian”? What exactly does being “Indian” mean?

Rich Redfearn earned a Ph.D. in Organic Chemistry from Duke
University. He teaches organic chemistry, a recent change in his
career. For the seventeen years previous, he held research positions in
the chemical industry, working for DuPont, ICI, and smaller companies.
After being downsized in 2000, he was not only shorter, but happier
to be in the academic arena at one of the best small colleges anywhere.

Dee Garceau holds a Ph.D. in American Studies from Brown University
and currently teaches Native American History at Rhodes College. Her
checkered career includes waitressing and river running as well as
university teaching and research. 

➤Downtown Memphis: Redevelopment of the Historic Areas
Downtown Memphis is in the middle of an exciting redevelopment
effort. Historic office buildings are being converted to residential use,
the riverfront is being dramatically improved, an urban space for work
and play and living is being re-created. Join a historian and an archi-
tect for a bus and walking tour of these new developments. From the
shops and galleries of South Main, along the river bluff walk and Tom
Lee Park to the tourist district of Beale Street, past Autozone Park and
Court Square to the Pyramid and Mud Island, see and explore the
process of restoring the vitality of an inner city.

Jim Lanier, who has lived downtown for twenty years, is a specialist
in twentieth century American cultural history; he regularly offers a
seminar on the history of Rhodes which uses the college and Memphis
as a microcosm of national and regional developments.

Jim Lutz was a practicing architect for the first half of his career; he
now teaches design and architectural history. Active in the field of
historic preservation, he is a frequent speaker on issues dealing with
the built environment.

➤Faith in the City: An Introduction to Memphis’ Urban
Ministries
Memphis is a city divided in many ways--between black and white,
rich and poor, city and county. As part of Memphis, Rhodes exists at
the intersection of these dividing lines. Among the organizations
committed to healing the divisions in our city are those sponsored by
local people of faith. We will visit two of these—the Memphis
InterFaith Association (MIFA) and STREETS, a ministry to children
living in inner-city public housing. Our visits to these organizations
will be guided by former Rhodes students who work for them—
Conrad Lehfeltt (’91) and Ashley Diaz (’00).

Since 1989 Steve Haynes has taught in the religion department at
Rhodes, where he offers courses dealing with the Holocaust and
religion and racism. He is coming off a year-long sabbatical, during
which he has been working on a book about Dietrich Bonhoeffer.

➤Memphis History and Prehistory from a Biological Perspective
We’ll visit the Pink Palace Museum and spend a few hours looking at
some of the natural science and social science exhibits. Many
important aspects of Memphis history and prehistory are strongly
biological in nature, and we’ll examine these in particular. From the
marine fossils that remain from pre-delta days to the history of the
yellow fever epidemics that almost wiped out Memphis, we’ll try to
get an overall picture of the biological past of the area.

Dr. Tony Becker is a relative newcomer to Memphis; in fact, he’s a
Yankee. However, he came to Memphis via New Orleans and has
spent ten years in the Delta. He teaches Animal Behavior and
Evolution and, as a member of the Board of Directors of Park
Friends, has a strong interest in the environment.

➤Stax Museum of American Soul Music
Stax is Back! Tour the new Stax Museum of American Soul Music
built on the original site of the internationally known recording stu-
dio. The $20 million Museum and the adjacent Stax Music Academy
are anchors for the $100 million revitalization project, Soulsville
USA. Grammy and Oscar winners and music legends such as Isaac
Hayes, Otis Redding, Wilson Pickett, Booker T. and the MG's, Sam
and Dave, the Staple Singers, Rufus and Carla Thomas, Johnnie
Taylor, David Porter, Albert King and Memphis Horns are some of the
artists who gave Stax international acclaim and are highlighted in
the Museum. (Stax Museum opened May 1, 2003.)



Professor Richard A. Batey is a W.J. Millard Professor of Religious
Studies. He, accompanied by his wife Carolyn, has been Administrative
Director of excavations at Sepphoris (4 miles north of Nazareth) in
Israel. Carolyn is an ambassador for Stax/Soulsville USA.

Luther Ivory, assistant professor, received his B.S. and M.S. from the
University of Tennessee and his Doctor of Ministry from Union
Theological Seminary and his Ph.D. from the Candler School of
Theology at Emory University. Prof. Ivory served in the Navy for five
years as lieutenant and was ordained as a minister of the Word and
Sacraments by the Presbytery of Memphis [Presbyterian Church
(USA)] to pursue the vocation of teaching. In addition to teaching at
Rhodes, Prof. Ivory is pastor at St. Andrews Presbyterian Church USA
in Memphis.

➤VECA, The Rhodes College Urban Neighborhood
Come learn about the history of the neighborhood surrounding the
college on a walking tour of the area outside the gates. We’ll explore
the following: 
The V&E Greenline, a 1.7 miles linear community park, is a former
railroad bed that is owned by the neighborhood and maintained by
volunteers, including Rhodes students. The Greenline is used for walking,
running, and neighboring. It is the subject of an urban forest project
that is attempting to restore the trees by planting new trees suited to
the area. VECA CDC is a community development corporation with an
office near the campus. VECA CDC is revitalizing the community by
building affordable housing, managing a commercial center and
apartments, and providing a computer lab to community residents. The
Vollintine-Evergreen historic district is adjacent to the college and has
some of the most beautiful and interesting historic houses in the city.
The area is on the national register of historic houses. 

Mike Kirby is a neighborhood resident and Rhodes professor who has
encouraged students, faculty, and staff to offer their time in volunteer
activities in the neighborhood. He is currently working on the city
council campaign of a neighborhood resident who is running for a seat
in the district adjacent to the college.

➤Theatrical Memphis
Theatrical Memphis is a tour to some of the numerous presenting
and producing theatres in Memphis. At each site, we will learn a bit
of the history of the theatre, find out what is playing there during
the school year, and (when appropriate) take a brief tour of the facility.
This is a great way for students who like to see good theatre to find
out what Memphis has to offer. It is also a way for those who like to
participate in theatre to get acquainted with the local companies. All
will quickly find out that wonderful plays and musicals are very close
to the Rhodes campus.

Tony Horne, Assistant Professor in the Theatre Department, is a
native Memphian who loves to be an audience member as much as
he likes to work in the theatre. A director/choreographer, Tony’s
main interests are musicals and contemporary plays. As much as he
loves theatre, Tony is known to fall asleep during plays (and films)
after a day of teaching at Rhodes!



✂

Forms must be received by July 28. Please fax to (901) 843-3576 or
mail in the enclosed envelope.

Full Name: 

Address: 

Daytime Phone: 

Please mark five Connection experiences in order of preference (1-first
choice, 5-fifth choice). Remember that groups are limited in size.

❑ Art in Memphis
❑ Chucalissa Village and Museum
❑ Downtown Memphis: Redevelopment of the Historic Areas
❑ Exploring the Rhodes – St. Jude Connection
❑ Faith and the City
❑ From King Cotton to FedEx: Why Did The Memphis Economy Grow?
❑ The Heroa of Memphis 
❑ Hispanic Memphis
❑ Memphis History and Prehistory from a Biological Perspective
❑ Misconceptions of the Civil Rights Movement: Case-study, Memphis
❑ Pandas & Chinese Garden at the Memphis Zoo
❑ (Re)Building Sacred Space
❑ A Slice of Memphis History
❑ Stax Museum of American Soul Music
❑ Theatrical Memphis
❑ VECA, The Rhodes College Urban Neighborhood
❑ Walking in Musical Memphis

Please return your selection card by July 28 to ensure your placement
in a Connection group of your choice; otherwise, we will make a
selection for you.

If you have any questions about the Memphis Connection program,
call the Office of the Associate Dean for the First-Year Program at
(901) 843-3433. 

Kathleen Laakso, Associate Dean for the First-Year Program
Rhodes College
2000 North Parkway
Memphis, TN 38112-1690

ME M P H I S CO N N E C T I O N SE L E C T I O N FO R M

➤


