
You may say that The Bridge staff is a 
young crowd.  We’re mostly Rhodes 
College students, ages 18 to 22.  Dur-

ing our first year as Memphis’ debut street 
newspaper, we funneled over $24,350 di-
rectly into the homeless community.  This 
is proof of the power a young crowd has in 
the realm of community outreach.  Likewise, 
GiVE365, a grant program under the Com-
munity Fund of Greater Memphis, harnesses 
the contributions of our city’s young adults.  
In other words, by reaching out to Memphis’ 
younger demographic, GiVE365 reaches the 
entire community.  This is an important con-
cept considering that Memphis’ median age 
is 33.2 and nearly half of Memphis residents 
are between the ages of 15 and 45 — 43.6% 
to be exact, according to the most recent 
American Community Survey conducted by 
the U.S. Census Bureau in 2012.  

GiVE365 first became active in June 2010, 
and it is now on its fifth grant round.  Ac-
cording to Ashley Harper, the Director of 
Grants and Initiatives at the Community 
Fund of Greater Memphis: “We did some re-
search with other community foundations in 
the country to see what they were doing to 
bring in younger people — people with few-
er resources than traditional donors. These 
types of giving circle funds were one of the 
ways to involve more people in philanthro-
py.”  But unlike other giving circles through-
out the U.S., GiVE365 welcomes members of 
all ages.

So what exactly is a “giving circle fund?”  
As the GiVE365 webpage concisely explains, 
“The idea is simple. You give $365 per year, 
a dollar each day, to make our community 
better. You pool those daily dollars with oth-
ers. Then you decide together which organi-
zations you want to receive the money.”  In 
practice, after members donate their annual 
$365, they can attend monthly events and 
participate on various committees through 
the program.  But the main privilege of a 
GiVE365 membership is the ability to pro-
pose and vote on a general theme of the 
year’s grant program; after a grant theme is 
chosen and nonprofits submit their propos-
als, GiVE365 members can then vote again 
on which local nonprofits are awarded funds.  
There are two other membership level op-

tions — Above and Beyond members donate 
$500 and Lifetime members donate $3,650.

Describing the process, Harper said, “After 
a theme is chosen by the general member-
ship, we put an application out to the non-
profits in the community. Then members can 
be on grant-review teams.  If they want to 
be involved in looking at applications, they 
can.  We have members on application teams 
that narrow down the group to a collection 
of finalists.  Those finalists each present for 
three to five minutes at an event in front of 
the general membership. Members then vote 
online.”  Currently, GiVE365 boasts over 250 
membership households — 150 more mem-
berships since June 2010. 

Since its first grant round, GiVE365 has 
granted nearly $225,000 to various Memphis 
and Shelby County nonprofit organizations.  
Clearly, one dollar per day has a huge impact 
on the community.  And in case you were 
wondering, the “i” in GiVE365 is deliberately 
lowercase to emphasize the individual.  The 
idea of the GiVE365 program is to effectively 
channel every resource—to demonstrate 
how one individual’s small contribution ef-
fects change.    

Last year the general grant theme chosen by 
“GiVErs” was “Home is Where the Heart Is,” 
which, according to the webpage, included 
“projects to make Memphis neighborhoods 
more vibrant, livable, and secure.” Neigh-

borhood Christian Centers, Inc., among the 
twelve 2013 recipients, used its $10,000 grant 
to help open The House: Women’s Resource 
Center in Orange Mound on September 21, 
2013.  By providing clothing and food, as 
well as job and parent training to neighbor-
hood women, The House follows the 2013 
grant theme.  But GiVE365 also awarded 
grants to the Mid-South Spay & Neuter 
Services to spay and neuter animals in The 
Heights Neighborhood, and they donated to 
the Levitt Shell to put on the 50 Free Con-
cert Series — illustrations of both the diverse 
needs of the community and the breadth of 
the GiVE365 program.  

This year, GiVERs voted on the general 
grant theme: “Collaboration for Change.” 
Grant recipients will be announced on Sep-
tember 11, 2014.  

Overall, the success of GiVE365 is largely 
attributed to its enthusiastic reception by 
both Memphis residents and nonprofit or-
ganizations.  In Harper’s words, “I think that 
Memphis was ready for an opportunity like 
this to make a collective impact, to come to-
gether with other people, to be able to give 
more than they could on their own.  It has 
not been a hard sell.  A dollar a day is some-
thing that a lot of us can manage.”
For more information, visit: http://www.cfgm.
org/CommunityInvestment/GiVE365
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Letter from the 
Editor Spiritual vendor reflects on journey from darkness 

to light through faith

My husband and I attend Bethlehem 
M.B.C.

273 Ingle St. 
Memphis, TN 
ph: 901-791-5042
-- or -- 901-643-8597
Post Area: At first, I didn’t believe I would ever 

regain my composure and come out in this way.
Let me tell you what I mean.
1) I allowed the Lord to come in and (sup with 

me). He came in and made my path straight! 
2) He reunited me with my family    — my bio-

logical children, my grandchildren, and a soon-
to-be great grandchild, which will be my first. 

3) I don’t look like what I’ve been through. 
I’m 49-years-young. I’m married to a man who 
knows me and I truely “Love That.”

4) My dedication is the Lord/my Church and 
to the people. I learned that God works through 
people, so that’s the best way for me to serve 
Him. 

5) I’ve been called to be a Missionary Saint 
and do the work of the Lord. Where He will call 
me, I will follow. 

I remember I almost gave up! Things were 
dark. I was in and out of relationships, searching 
and trying to find satisfaction. That led me to 
venture into a life of drugs, crime. In the end, 
my children and I were homeless. I tried to 
maintain, but all the days seemed so dark, even 
when the sun was shining. In my soul, it was so 
dark. 

Well, a turnaround happened. It was time to 
allow the positive spirit into my life. I had to 
learn how to change my circumstances. I had 
to allow positive associations to connect to me 
— people who wanted the best for me and my 
children. I allowed people to love me, so I could 
learn to love myself.

My prayers were answered. God showed up in 
the form of a prayer and things just changed. 

I began reading the Bible and asking ques-
tions. I learned forgiveness is love. I began to 
forgive myself, so that I could begin to love my-
self. I had to get rid of hurt, guilt, and shame. 

God healed my hurting heart. I didn’t have to 
feel guilt anymore, because my sins are forgiv-
en. Today, I’m not ashamed of my past, because 
I’m a “True Living Testimony.” And without the 
tests that life has to offer, how could I have true 
testimony?

I’m here to aid battered women and children. 
I will lend both of my hands to bring a sister or 
brother back to receive hope in Christ. 

Through The Bridge newspaper, I’m able to 
do outreach ministry, and I make myself avail-
able to do service work. Whether it’s feeding 
the homeless, giving shoes for their feet or 
clothes on their back, I make myself available. 

You can call me at anytime. My husband, 
Min. T.A. Robertson, and I are here by God to 
assist you. This is how I give back and show my 
appreciation to God for saving me and making 
me available to do His will. 

BY LISA LEE ROBERTSON
Contributing Writer 

A few weeks ago, I heard about the six-week 
project hosted at the historic Tennes-
see Brewery called “Tennessee Brewery 

Untapped.” The mission of the hosts, a group of 
like-minded locals, was to offer Memphians a 
chance to check out the brewery, enjoy a selection 
of regional microbrews on tap, listen to live bands, 
and feel the strong community presence as they 
unite to honor the city’s history. So, I made the de-
cision to drive out to the warehouse district on a 
sunny Saturday afternoon to see what all of the fuss 
was really about. Before I could walk into the build-
ing, however, I happened upon Isaac Bryant, one 
of our homeless vendors, decked out in his Bridge 
gear with a pile of papers at his feet, leaning casual-
ly against the weathered stone exterior.

For those of you who don’t know Isaac, or have 
only met him through his articles and short stories 
that have decorated the paper’s pages for months, 
Isaac is a warm, glowing, lovable guy with a sharp 
sales pitch.  When I introduced myself as the “New 
Chloe” (that’s Bridge-talk for Editor-in-Chief), I 
told him that I was thoroughly impressed with his 
creative writing, and that I was itching to read the 
next installment of his short story. A sly grin spread 
across Isaac’s face as he told me that the next piece 
was right there in his backpack, tucked away. Re-
sisting the urge to sneak a peek, I gave Isaac anoth-
er hug, wished him luck, and continued on to the 
event. 

This encounter stuck in my mind for days after-
wards. How classically Memphis — to meet an in-
dividual working for positive change outside of an 
event that seeks to do the exact same thing. Isaac 
and the team who initiated Tennessee Brewery Un-
tapped are bonded together by a type of passion, 
professionalism, and pragmatism that is nothing 
less than inspirational.  

I hope that by reading this issue and the issues of 
the future, you will come to feel and to understand 
the artistry of our homeless vendors and contribu-
tors. A few changes are in the air this summer: an 
added emphasis on homeless writing, the inclusion 
of a Kids’ and Crossword section, and the use of 
“page themes” to designate the various styles of ar-
ticles and creative writing that fill the paper. From 
an editorial standpoint, I look forward to making 
more of my own positive changes as the year rolls 
on. 

We at The Bridge would like to extend our grat-
itude to you for purchasing this little newspaper. 
Your contribution, though seemingly small, gives 
more than just a dollar to the homeless vendor 
who sold it to you. It gives him or her an invaluable 
sense of encouragement and love. 

Now, start reading.

BY NICOLE HUGULEY 
Editor-in-Chief 

Courtesy of BILL PIACESI/Focus for Good

Only God could do it

SNEAK PEAK: The August issue of The Bridge 
will be sponsored by First Tennessee in con-
juction with their 150 Days of Giving Cam-

paign. It hits the steets July 31! 
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Mental illness can be challenging under 
the best circumstances, however, ne-
glect and lack of resources, which the 

homeless population must frequently face, can 
herald tremendous strain and hardship on indi-
viduals suffering from psychiatric problems. The 
number of mentally ill individuals in the home-
less population is dramatically higher than the 
percentage of mentally ill who make up the total 
population. Based on research done by Dr. E. Full-
er Torrey, Professor of Psychiatry at the Stanley 
Medical Research Institute in Bethesda, Mary-
land, one-third of the homeless population in 
America currently live with an untreated mental 
illness. Mental disorders only add to the pre-exist-
ing stress of being homeless. Torrey’s research has 
found that 28% of homeless people who have been 
previously hospitalized for psychiatric issues eat 
food from garbage cans and 8% use garbage cans 
as their primary food source. These are alarming 
statistics and present a situation that warrants 
societal attention and change to increase support 
and advocacy for these affected individuals.
    Mental illness has the ability to disrupt every 
aspect of a person’s daily life. This includes prop-
er self-care, maintaining a job, sustaining the 
grades to stay in school and upholding personal 
relationships. Many people suffering from severe 
mental illnesses may find it difficult to take care of 
their personal needs, such as showering, making 
a meal for themselves or even getting out of bed. 
These daily activities have a huge impact on one’s 
personal presence, and greatly influence a person’s 
ability to retain steady employment or stay in 
school. 
    Succeeding in school is often an extremely 
difficult and distressing task for students with 
mental disorders. According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education, in 2005, 54% of high school 
students diagnosed with an emotional disorder 
ended up dropping out of school. This statistic 
does not include all the students who drop out 
due to a mental disorder that has not been prop-
erly diagnosed. Students who suffer from mental 
illnesses and are unable to finish their degree 
often have a harder time qualifying for jobs and 
finding employment. A vicious cycle is then set in 
motion. Once an individual loses their job or is 
unable to find one, they have no source of income 
and no money to pay the rent, which leads many 
to homelessness. The National Alliance on Mental 
Health declared that 60-80% of people suffering 
from mental illness are unemployed and for those 
with serious mental disorders such as schizophre-
nia unemployment rates are close to 90%. Finding 
a job once you are homeless is also difficult due 

to the stigma associated with the homeless com-
munity. Add on the stigma of people with mental 
illness are irrational or violent and finding a job 
might seem nearly impossible. 
    Those who are lucky enough may have close 
friends or family members who help support 
them financially and provide shelter. However, 
for those suffering from mental illness, many 
often find it hard to form or uphold, stable rela-
tionships. Many people with mental disorders are 
misunderstood by others and are seen as harmful 
or threatening, which is an inaccurate stereotype. 
A study done in 2001 by Angermeyer and Schul-
ze showed that only 14% of all crimes are done 
by people suffering from a mental illnesses. For 
those who do provide guidance, their help may be 
misinterpreted by someone with a mental illness 
and could feel scrutinized or judged. Others with 
mental illness may see their health problems as 
a burden, financially and emotionally, on their 
family and friends. As a result, many push away 
family, friends and caregivers who are provid-
ing them with the means to stay off the streets. 
Other times, if someone already comes from a 
low-income family, their mental health care and 
treatment may be too much to afford and they are 
in jeopardy of being kicked out of their houses by 
their own family. Every situation is different, but 
providing people who are mentally ill with the 
proper health care and treatment is a vital step in 
mitigating the prevalence of homelessness.  
    In recent years, however, state funding for 
public mental health care has been dramatically 
cut back. According to the National Association 
of Mental Health Program Directors, 
the United States has cut 4.35 
billion dollars from 2009-
2012, which is the 
largest reduction 
of funds since 
de-institution-
alization. This 
decrease in 
funding and 
subsequent 
lack of 
available 
psychiat-
ric health 
care may be 
adding to the 
prevalence of 
homelessness 
in our country.  
Along with this, 
many people who 
are homeless and 
suffering from mental 

illness are more likely to go to hospitals for their 
healthcare, instead of seeking regular outpatient 
care. This costs more money and also provides 
patients with inconsistent treatment, less personal 
care and shorter visits by medical professionals. 
However, homeless people are frequently unable 
to seek stable treatment and preventative care of-
fered by standard outpatient clinics because these 
often require insurance coverage, which many 
low-income and homeless people do not have. 
This forces individuals to wait until their mental 
health condition has become so severe that going 
to an emergency room is their only option. 
    A successful way to provide health care to 
homeless individuals has been through supportive 
housing facilities. Supportive housing programs 
offer mental health treatment and overall physical 
health care, as well as education and employment 
opportunities, peer support, and daily living and 
money management skill training.  These are 
extremely helpful resources for homeless people 
suffering from mental problems to transition 
them back into their communities. The National 
Alliance oo Mental Illness (NAMI) organization 
has proven that supportive housing has been 
shown to reduce emergency visits by 57%, hospi-
talizations by 58%, detoxification services by 58%, 
and standard metal health services by 100%. 
    Due to the decrease in mental health care bud-
geting, funding for these programs makes start-
ing and sustaining these institutions extremely 
difficult. The problem is that the money needed 
for supportive housing programs is being used to 
maintain emergency rooms, prisons, shelters and 

other social services that are not as helpful 
to the majority of homeless people. 

What many people do not realize 
is that an increase in support-

ive housing programs saves 
us thousands of dollars an-
nually by reducing the use 
of other public services, 
according to the Nation-
al Alliance of Mental 
Illness. Mental illness in 
the homeless community 
is a prevalent issue that 
affects many people’s 
lives in significant ways. 
Spreading awareness and 
becoming more under-
standing of individuals 
suffering from mental 
illness are some of the 
simplest ways we can make 

a difference in helping the 
homeless population.  

BY KAT MILLIS
Staff Writer

Beating the odds as resources diminish 
 Extreme challenges for the homeless exacerbated by mental illness

  Courtesy of STREET ROOTS
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Summertime, and the livin’ is easy. Ella Fitzgerald, 
Billie Holiday, and Louis Armstrong all crooned 
these classic lyrics. For the unsheltered popu-

lation of our bluesy city, however, the words don’t 
ring so true. For those with homes to go to, summer 
weather is a welcome respite from dreary work-day 
drudgery. Flowers are blooming, grass is growing, and 
the Redbirds are coming full-swing into their new 
season. Seemingly, everyone in Memphis is ready for 
summer. After a bitter winter full of ice storms and 
low temperatures, it’s a relief to step into the warm 
sunshine of a June afternoon.

After four to five long months of winter, the homeless 
population no longer has to endure the terror of being 
on the streets at night when the temperatures dip into 
the single digits. As all Memphians are aware, the heat 
intensifies toward the end of May. These 90-degree-
and-over-days, while great for some, can prove peril-
ous for the homeless. For a multitude of reasons, the 
scorching summer months can be just as challenging as 
the winter freeze. 

While speaking with vendors for The Bridge who 
spend ample time on the streets, one soon realizes 
some of the specific problems that come with sum-
mer homelessness. Florie Ogarro, who is not currently 
homeless, helps put the issues in perspective. She cites 
dehydration as a major challenge among the homeless. 
Like most major cities, Memphis is a sort of concrete 
jungle. Though there are exceptions, such as the city’s 

parks, there are few places to escape the concrete and 
asphalt heat trap. Since many members of the homeless 
population do not have stable access to fluids, it’s hard 
for them to replace the water and nutrients that they 
lose, leaving them very dehydrated.

Urban homelessness also presents another problem: 
constant exposure to the sun. It isn’t unreasonable to 
believe that a homeless person could spend 12 hours 
per day in direct sunlight. With such prolonged expo-
sure to UV rays, the homeless are susceptible to harsh 
sunburn. Not only is this sunburn irritating and pain-
ful — it’s also dangerous. Many homeless people do not 
have access to the medical care that is needed to treat 
burns of this nature. Furthermore, these conditions 
could lead to skin cancer.

In addition to the basic necessities of water and shel-
ter that many homeless people are deprived of, one 
must also remember that the homeless don’t have ac-
cess to many of the modern luxuries that people often 
take for granted. For example: daily showers. As pre-
viously mentioned, people on the streets sweat heavily 
in the summer months, but unlike the rest of us,  they 
aren’t able to immediately rinse away the grime of the 
day’s heat. The inability to shower on a consistent basis 
makes for major discomfort.  Another modern amenity 
that is inaccessible to many homeless people is air-con-
ditioning. While it may be possible to elude the heat 
occasionally, the homeless do not have the ability to 
escape to an air conditioned facility at any given time. 
Rather, they must often endure the displeasure until 
the sun sinks below the horizon. Even then, Memphis 
nights can still be sweltering and uncomfortable.

Florie also points out a personal annoyance from 
her own experience with summer homelessness. Be-
cause the homeless spend a lot of time on the move, 
they must constantly carry all of their possessions with 
them. For Florie and others, making the trek to bus 
stops and shelters is difficult enough without a full load 
of belongings; combined with the humidity and heat, 
walking around with a backpack and loaded arms can 
be nearly unbearable.

These issues, among many others, make the summer 
a difficult time for the homeless population. However, 
there are ways we can help out our homeless friends. 
Donating water can effectively help stem the problems 
of dehydration. Florie says that people often will do-
nate water to the homeless, and she is thankful for their 
help. Donating sports drinks like Gatorade or Powerade 
would be especially beneficial. Additionally, providing 
items like sunscreen and hats would help to counter the 
effects of the sun’s rays. For those who spend the major-
ity of their time standing in the open sunlight — like 
vendors of The Bridge — items like these are invaluable. 
Finally, to ease the burden of carrying around an arm-
full of belongings, backpack donations could make a 
huge difference. 

As summer gets underway, do your best to go out-
side and enjoy the beautiful weather—a walk in Over-
ton Park, a picnic at Mud Island, or an afternoon at the 
Memphis Zoo. While you do this, though, keep the 
homeless in mind. Offer donations. Smile and say hello 
when passing on the street. After all, even the smallest 
acts can help alleviate the sting of summer.

BY BROOKS LAMB
Staff Writer

 Courtesy of  DAVID BLACKWELL
TICKING TIME BOMB: Often, longs days of high temperatures in the summer threaten the safety of those on the streets. 

 Summer heat hits the streets
High temperatures bring a host of new problems
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On Cooper Street, just down the road from 
Playhouse on the Square, is the Hattiloo The-
atre’s brand new building in Overton Square.  

The Hattiloo is known as a black repertory theatre and 
holds various performances including plays, operas, 
and ballets written by or about African-Americans. 
However, the productions include cast members from 
many different racial and ethnic backgrounds. The 
Hattiloo organization itself has been around since 
early 2006; its previous location was at the intersec-
tion of Monroe Avenue and Marshall Avenue near 
downtown. More than just a location for performance, 
though, the Hattiloo Theatre is also recognized as a 
nonprofit organization, one that brings about tremen-
dous change in the city of Memphis.
   The Hattiloo Theatre recognizes the importance of 
the cultural diversity and rich history of Memphis, 
values that can easily be seen in the theatre’s name, its 
ideals, and the goals behind its creation. The origins of 
the name come from the theatre’s founder, Ekundayo 
Bandele, who decided to combine his two daughter’s 
nicknames, Hatti and Loo. This inspiration came 
when Bandele was still working on the identity of 
the theatre in 2005. According to the Hattiloo’s new 
website, Bandele wanted to “personify his vision for a 
community theatre.” Having an extensive background 
in the arts, he believed that “the artistic principle is 
feminine” and therefore found the combination of his 
two daughter’s nicknames fitting for theatre’s name. In 
addition, because of the rich southern history of the 

theatre, Bandele hoped that the name would bring to 
mind Hattie McDaniel, the first African-American to 
win an Academy Award for her portrayal of Mammy 
in Gone with the Wind. Bandele also hoped that the 
theatre would further contribute to the already cultur-
ally diverse richness of Memphis, a goal that has been 
achieved tremendously.
   With the upcoming expansions of the Hattiloo The-
atre, which include a new building, Memphians will 
have even more opportunities to experience the works 
of African-American artists. Archimania, a Memphis-
based architecture firm known for its modern and 
innovative solutions, designed the new building, and 
construction began in early August 2013. Scheduled to 
be completed in June 2014, this new addition includes 
a state of the art performance facility that houses two 
theatres, a lobby for public performances and private 
gatherings, dressing rooms, and concession areas. 
The main stage of the building will be able to seat 180 
audience members.
   Besides the additional features of the new Hatti-
loo Theatre, the new location is not only unique, but 
optimal as a center of cultural expansion. Three other 
theatres, a movie theater, and plenty of restaurants and 
different types of retail stores surround the new site. 
Overton Park is also nearby, complete with its running 
trails, a golf course, the Memphis Zoo, the Brooks 
Museum of Art, and the Memphis College of Art. 
Clearly, the Hattiloo Theatre will now be in the center 
of Memphis’s art and culture scene.
    Besides all of these various features that will aid in 
the success of the new location, the Hattiloo Theatre’s 
contributions to Memphis culture and community will 

continue to thrive. Since the focus of the Hattiloo is on 
the written works of African-Americans, the organiza-
tion has showcased multiple musicals such as The Wiz 
and Dreamgirls, as well as traditional plays such as 
Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide, A Raisin 
in the Sun and The Colored Museum. New and excit-
ing shows are planned for future seasons in the new 
location.
   Yet, the organization doesn’t just stop there. The Hat-
tiloo continues to partner with other Memphis organi-
zations such as Ballet Memphis and The Dixon Gallery 
and Gardens. The theatre itself serves Memphis 
through its productions that display the diversity of 
African-American expression through theatre, music, 
and dance. In addition, the Hattiloo has found success 
by allowing accessibility to all types of audiences, and 
continues to provide opportunities for talented artists 
of many different backgrounds, whether underrepre-
sented or not. Through annual events hosted by the 
Hattiloo, people can actively participate in its Panel 
Discussion Series, festivals, children’s programs, and 
internship opportunities. 
   What makes the Hattiloo unique? The way the 
organization promotes a personal, individual connec-
tion to each story portrayed on stage. The culturally-
diverse moments presented by the playwrights all 
can be explored by audience members. Although the 
organization itself showcases amazing talent, what is 
truly remarkable about the Hattiloo is that any per-
son can absorb the experience presented, enjoy those 
valuable moments, and create an everlasting memory. 
It’s not just the Hattiloo Theatre of Memphis — it’s the 
audience member’s Hattiloo. 

 Your Hattiloo
The brand new theatre on the block

BY ALEX BOSS
Staff Writer

MODERN MAGIC: The new Hattiloo Theatre promotes personal, individual connections with each story portrayed on the refinished stage.
 Courtesy of  Hattiloo Theater Facebook
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Courtesy of KAT MILLIS/Staff Photographer

BY ISAAC BRYANT
Contributing Writer

Aboard the spacecraft, two members of the crew, the captain and the engineer, watched 
in stunned silence as the medic and security officer tried his best to staunch the multiple 
wounds of the only politician of the crew, their ambassador and linguist. 

During their voyage through the Milky Way, the ship had been damaged. Fortunately, there 
was only one casualty. Unfortunately, it had to be the one person on board who could easily 
grasp alien languages.

They were humanoid, with a body temperature of 94.3 degrees Fahrenheit. They had six 
digits on each hand; a thumb on each end. Other than their dark, reddish-brown skin, the 
members of the crew were similar to us in height and weight. 

The worst damage to the ship was the loss of the universal translator. The captain was think-
ing that, if the politician died, it would make an almost impossible mission even worse.

While he was lost in thought, the politician reached out and grabbed the captain’s arm. He 
dipped his free hand into the gaping hole in his chest, and, with his neon-blue blood, began 
to draw the universal symbol of peace onto the chest of the captain’s white jumpsuit, as well 
as the other two members of the crew.

He beckoned the captain to come closer to him, tapped the symbol on his chest and whis-
pered, “They will know… peace… Captain, pre… prepare them for…” Then he slipped off 
into darkness.

RIVER RUNS THROUGH: Isaac Bryant’s s ci-fi novella takes an other-wordly look at well-known Memphis places, like the Mississippi River. 

Beneath the surface of the Mississippi River
Part two of ‘Flashes of Light in the Night Sky’
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 Courtesy of  MEMPHIS CVB

“The story is not printed in words; it's what I want to think about it.  That's kind of what I'm trying to do. 
To get people curious, to make them think.”

- Guy Church

Guy Church is a self-trained artist who first gained a following in Madison, Wisconsin through his series of drawings and paintings exhibited 
at Wisconsin Academy of Letters and Sciences. A very private man, he has been in the Memphis area for the past two decades. He is able to 
complete some of his more simple drawings in only a few hours, while his larger paintings can take months. His work has been featured at 
the Paul Edelstein Studio and Gallery, among many others.
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BY MINISTER T.A. ROBERTSON
 Contributing Writer 

Courtesy of KAT MILLIS/Staff Photographer

What is a Path? Well in our definition, a 
Path is something that one follows. So 
as individuals, we learn as we continue 

on in life’s meaning and purposes, that our mean-
ing of what a Path is, is certain to turn into several 
Path(s). What I’ve learned, which is so amazing, is 
that our Path immediately turns into our choices 
and decisions.

Whatever Path you’re on today, you’ve got to 
come to some realizations that certain old ways 
that you’ve traveled, during this course of life, 
have got to be abandoned. Today, if you wake up 
and decide to become a successful writer, or a 
successful businessperson, or if you decide to be 
successful in your living from day to day, no mat-
ter what your present situation or circumstances, 
changing your setting is the Path that you must 
follow.

Setting-changing is the course of action that 
applies whenever you decide to follow the Path 
of your decision. For example, if one decides to 
Follow God, there is no way that it is possible 
to continue living in a way that does not lead to 
God. There is a path and a course of action that 
applies to you following God. When you look at 
what Path God wants you to follow, immediately 
the notion to change becomes the main topic of 
your thinking.

The people that are in our lives become more 
manageable when we choose a positive Path. On 
every Path that we choose, there are going to be 
people involved. Usually you will meet a lot of 
people on the same Path that you are on. Have 
you ever asked yourself, “Why?” The Path that 
you have chosen has got a lot of requirements and 
special requests for you to become successful.

It would be best to address your personal char-
acter — your “Do’s and Don’ts,” your “Likes and 
Dislikes,” your “Purposes and Goals.”

We change on a daily basis in one way or anoth-

er.
Today I choose to follow the Path of Righteous-

ness. The Path of Righteousness basically covers 
whatever Path I choose to follow. The Path of 
Righteousness leads you to your final Path of suc-
cess. The Path of Righteousness will decide a lot 
decisions for you.

No matter how old or young you are, the Path 
of Righteousness deals solely with our thinking 
and views towards people, situations, and life. 
This Path of Righteousness will lead and guide 
you in your personal quest for satisfaction. It will 
correct you where you desire to be corrected. And 
it will bring you into your True existence of who 
you were called to be. Your purpose of “being 
who you are” is so important. Knowing the right 
Path(s) to follow makes you, and causes you, to 
become a Beacon of Light for those who get con-
nected to you. Having a sense of knowing brings 
peace to the inner part of you that knows that you 
have to carry on. 

Righteousness brings Peace. His Righteous-

ness brings a Perfect Peace. Allowing this Path of 
Righteousness does not overtake the fact that “Ev-
erything is not Perfect.” Things exist in life that 
are contrary to Righteousness. These are called 
“challenges.”

When you make a personal decision to do 
something, we honestly believe that the world 
agrees with our decision, and we kinda-sorta 
want the world’s participation. But the only thing 
that matters is that it’s not the world that we need 
to agree with, but the Spirit needs to be in agree-
ment. This is where we face our challenges, when 
the Spirit is not in agreement. And this applies 
everywhere. At home. At work. At school. At 
church. The Spirit must be in agreement. And to 
accept life’s challenges and keep on the Good path 
of Success just keep in mind this: it only matters 
what your decision is, and how you personally 
respond to a situation. It’s not about the other 
person. It’s your measuring stick that lets you 
know your boundaries. Choose a Good Path and 
follow them all!

A Path

Courtesy of Atlanta Kenghoe
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BY PT BOB
Contributing Writer 

The community garden that could

Greetings Friends,
Do you remember the story about the 

little locomotive that just knew he could 
climb that hill pulling his train? I think I can, I 
think I can, I think I can! Great little children’s sto-
ry about positive attitude. We need those types of 
attitudes to help pull us through the difficult times 
and situations in our life. 

Folks, I want to tell you about a small church in 
Midtown that reminds me of that Little Locomo-
tive. This church is All Saints Presbyterian, as come 
as you are congregation that welcomes you to be a 
part of their family of faith without judgment. Peo-
ple of different races, economic levels and social 
statuses all come to worship together.

The Minister, Waring Porter, is a straightfor-
ward, no-nonsense type of guy. Waring is a run-
ner of Marathon proportions, part of what makes 
him a great inspiration as to what the human spirit 
can accomplish. He has a wonderful family and is 
a great asset to this church.

The Outreach minister, David Stenberg, is a man 
whom I love and respect, as I would a younger 
brother. As his wife Jenny says, “We’re buds!” Their 
three-year-old son Sam is “All-Boy” and a pleasure to be around.

The Church Coordinator Mrs. Amanda Jemison 
and her husband Frank are also friends of mine, 
and a joy to be around. All Saints reaches out to the 
surrounding area, which includes the infamous 
prostitution track centered around Jefferson and 
Claybrook.

Of all places, this is where the Church purchased 
a corner lot. This lot was vacant and derelict, full 
of trash and broken dreams. With a lot of sweat, 
money and inspiration, this lot is being restored as 
a community park. This symbolizes how faith can 
restore our spirit after years of trouble and abuse. 

This little corner lot with its picnic tables, wood-
en deck, raised bed vegetable garden, and the beau-
tiful mural painted on the wooden fence bring a 
spark of life and a feeling of renewal to an other-
wise dead corner.

This park is just the most visible of the work and 
outreach that this congregation does in the neigh-
borhood. Once a week, a prayer walk is conducted 
through the neighborhood, a community potluck 
breakfast is held the first Sunday of each month 
and everyone is welcome!

Not content to just welcome new members, this 
church is growing its own members. The congre-

gation is full of children and they are a wonderful 
part of this church!

The Word of God is shared not just by spoken 
word but also by the wonderful music that is per-
formed by very talented members of this church. 
This church has been truly blessed by musical 
talent. Both vocals and the amazing array instru-
ments played are just wonderful. Good job guys!

All in all, this small church is a wonderful place 
to worship. Feel free to come and join this congre-
gation; you will be welcomed regardless of your 
station in life. If you need to restore your spirit, this 
is a wonderful place to do so. You need only to visit 
to visit the little park at Jefferson and Claybrook to 
see the dedication these people have to each other 
and this Midtown neighborhood. 

All Saints, you rock!
Ps- you may contact Amanda Jemison at the 

church office for dates and times of current and 
future activities that you may want to be a part of. 
Office ph. # (901) 276-1478

Services are held in the young life building locat-
ed on the southwest corner of Poplar and Bellevue. 
Sunday services start at 10:30 AM. Come early and 
visit with this eclectic group of individuals. You 
will not be disappointed!  

Midtown’s All Saints Presbyterian Church turns abandoned lot into garden, 
demonstrates outreach in community

DIG IN: Planter boxes at the community garden yield produce for the local communinty
                Courtesy of AMANDA JEMISON

         Courtesy of AMANDA JEMINSON
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Imagine standing on a street corner trying to sell 
something to strangers.  People pass you left and 
right, not knowing what it is that you are selling 

or what exactly it is that you could gain from the money 
given to you. How would you intrigue people and mar-
ket your product? Though I have never sold The Bridge 
myself, I know that vendors go through the process 
of selling newspapers every day, hoping to convince 
people to buy their papers and recruit regular costum-
ers and potential donors. Buyers often do not take the 
time to reflect on the processes of selling The Bridge, 
meeting new people, and earning an income. However, 
because of a study held by Street Roots, a street paper 
in Portland, Oregon, readers of street papers now can 
get a glimpse of the typical vendor-to-vendee relation-
ship and can reflect on how buyers help the homeless 
through the purchase a seemingly simple product. 

Like The Bridge, there are many street newspaper 
publications popping up around the country, all aimed 
and providing a steady income to homeless individu-
als. Never before have there been studies or guidelines 
for how street papers should be sold, but studies held 
by the Street Roots paper has provided groundbreaking 
insight into the processes that go into vending. The six-
page study is broken up into three parts that include a 
page on the personas of the buyers, an experience map 
that details the thoughts and patterns of buyers and a 
page of marketing suggestions for vendors to follow 
based on the type of buyer to whom they sell papers. 
This study categorizes buyers into five main categories 
and then details the interactions between the sellers 
and vendors, giving helpful hints and important selling 
points to emphasize. Most importantly, the study does 
not solely apply to Street Roots, but to other papers as 
well, such as The Bridge right here in Memphis. 

According to the study, there are five types of buy-

ers: total strangers, first-time buyers, occasional buy-
ers, regular buyers, and donors. In the first section 
entitled “Personas,” fictional situations are presented 
to each type of buyer in order to generate anticipated 
behavior patterns, understandings, and motivation of 
these buyers. Furthermore, the study includes a few hy-
pothetical reactions of the type of buyer (for example, 
the total stranger may think to himself, “What does this 
person want?”) in order to determine a set of “desired 
action(s)” that the vendor should try to illicit.  A ven-
dor who interacts with a total stranger, according to the 
study, should simply communicate that Street Roots (or 
any other street paper) is a paper for sale. Ultimately, 
the goal of the seller is to eventually encourage the total 
stranger to become a donor, and this study analyzes the 
ways that vendors may enter the minds of buyers and 
communicate effectively. 

In the second section, entitled the “Experience Map,” 
a diagram shows the understanding and misunder-
standings that buyers experience when learning about 
Street Roots, outlines what most people know and don’t 
know during the various stages of becoming acquaint-
ed with the paper, and highlights keys points on how to 
engage more people in the processes of the nonprofit 
itself. Lastly, the third section offers suggestions on how 
to market the paper to buyers in the most efficient and 
impactful ways. 

Not only is this study important for those attempting 
to start street papers, but it allows both the buyer and 
the seller to further understand what is going on in the 
mind of the other during the various stages of business 
interaction. For example, this study reveals that most 
buyers do not immediately understand what the term 
“street paper” means or where the money paid to the 
vendor goes.  These are important aspects of the sell-
ing process that vendors must keep in mind in order to 

market their papers. On the other hand, as a buyer of 
the paper, I was surprised to learn that most vendors do 
not sell as many papers in the remaining weeks of sell-
ing an issue as compared to the first week. This factoid 
could encourage pedestrians and drivers to purchase 
papers more regularly.  

This study does not simply help the Street Roots pa-
per in Oregon organize data; it serves as a benchmark 
for marketing other street papers such as the one that 
you are reading right now. Not only does it offer in-
sight, but it could seriously change the way buyers see 
homeless vendors and make an impact in the lives of 
Memphis’s  homeless population here in our city. 

To read more information about Street Roots, visit their 
website at www.streetroots.org.
 

An enlightening look at the vending process of street papers across the United States
BY KATIE BUTLER
Staff Writer

Courtesy of SEAN DAVIS

Studying the Streets
BELIEVE MEMPHIS: The Bridge represents one of many street papers across the country

That is the motto for many Memphians. Many 
of us have to grit our teeth through the dra-
ma of life in order to achieve our small goals 

like paying rent, power bills, health insurance, and 
so on. Nothing comes easy in Memphis; you have to 
work hard or be left behind. I choose not to be left, 
so I grind my teeth and get my grind on every day. 
   My Grind can be working, volunteering, writing, 
and many other things. The one grind that I do all 
day, every day, is talking to God. Because I can grit 
and grind all I want, but without God, it’s all in vain. 
So, go ahead and get your grit and grind on, just 
don’t forget God.

Grit and Grind
BY VEYSHON HALL
Contributing Writer



poetryJuly 2014 Page 13

Now is the time for us to take a good look at ourselves, to look at 
what we are doing to better ourselves, and to assist others in need. 
We blame others for our shortcomings instead of trying to do some-
thing about them. Now we should take a look at what’s happening 
to our children, why are they killing each other? Do they think they 
have anything to live for? Are they being supported by the family 
they so desperately need? Or are they left to their own devises?
We as people need to start teaching:
Love instead of hate
Concern instead of unconcern
Respect instead of disrespect
Hope instead of hopelessness.
It starts at home, regardless of what people might think. We must 
wakeup everyone for we are losing too many children to violence, 
some of which is totally senseless and unethical. If you can teach 
them to hate, how come you can’t teach them to love and care for 
one another? Yet, they are not only dying by their hands but also by 
the hands of those who is suppose to love and care for them.
Well it’s time for all of us as human beings of every race to rethink 
our hatreds, for those same hatreds are eating away at our children. 
We are losing too many! It’s time for all of us to be caring, and lov-
ing, as well as understanding, not just for one race, but, for every 
race that lives in these United States of America. 

Words that will enhance our spiritual growth, in the process of ma-
turing. These three words will enhance your forwardness as you gain 
wisdom and understanding. 

First, ask of the Father in the name of his son Jesus that you will ob-
tain knowledge, and he will give it to you freely!

Intercession brings discernment. Encouragement brings humble-
ness and meekness. Forgiveness brings a character of compassion 
and understanding.

Meditate on these words daily and watch the Holy Spirit clothe your 
mind with the mindset of Christ!

Please remember that this is what I was told to try. I started inter-
cessing for other people’s situation instead of mine, praying for their 
good. By discerning, I noticed other people that were worse off than 
my self. And I would see them smiling, even with what they were 
going through. That’s what brings on humbleness and meekness. 

With that, I started to encourage myself, and next thing I knew, I 
was encouraging others. First, I had to have forgiveness in my heart, 
a compassionate character and understanding of others. I started to 
fellowship with people in positive association. And this is the char-
acter I’ve grown into! Now, I’m good to myself and others, and I love 
others like I love myself.

- Missionary Lisa Lee Robertson

 Courtesy of  GUY CHURCH/Contributing Artist

Positive associations 
with others

BY MISSIONARY LISA LEE ROBERTSON
Contributing Writer

Untitled
BY WANDA STEWART
Contributing Writer
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Nashville is called Music City for a reason. 
Musicians come from all over in hopes of 
fulfilling a career in music. In downtown 

Nashville, several street musicians line Broadway 
playing their music for tourists who come to hear 
the sounds of the city. Some of these street musicians 
choose this kind of lifestyle because they are doing 
what they love, which is performing their songs for 
people to stop and admire. However, several of these 
musicians face the same problems the homeless 
face every day. They rely on the money they make 
as a street musician, which can change depending 
on the day. Because of their varied lifestyle, many 
street musicians do not have a permanent place of 
residence, and more importantly, they do not have 
access to healthcare. Charlie James Clebern, a Nash-
ville street musician, fills us in on the kind of lifestyle 
he lives and the problems he faces due to his lack of 
healthcare and a place to call home.

Q: : Are you originally from Nashville, Tennessee? If 
not, where are you from?

James Clebern: I live between here and St. Petersburg, 
Florida. I travel with the Nashville Association of 
Musicians. So I am here off and on.

Q: How long have you been a street musician?

JC: 30 plus years, off and on. I play metal and was a 
backup guitar player for Concrete Band Wolves for 
quite some time. Now I mostly do this for a living.

Q: What led you to become a street musician?

JC: I don’t like following the rules, I would not be 
good at taking orders from somebody. So being a 
street musician I wasn’t constricted to any. I can play 
anytime I want, and I get more money this way.

Q: Could you describe a normal day for you?

JC: I wake up, check my guitar to make sure the 
strings are working and tuned. Then I drink some cof-
fee, watch the weather and anticipate how the evening 
will play out. Then I get into “Charlie James” mode, go 
out (usually from 9 p.m. - 4 a.m.) and play.

Q: What are some highlights of being a street musi-
cian in Downtown Music City?

JC: When I perform, usually around midnight to 3 
a.m., during that time I enjoy all the people who stop 
and admire my music. The people who are into your 
music definitely are the reason why I love being a 
street musician. I always realize that I want to keep 
playing even after everything has died out around 4 
a.m. in Downtown Nashville.

Q: Do you interact with the homeless in Nashville?

JC: I speak to a lot of them, however I’ve noticed that 

many of them do not have a lot of direction as to what 
they want to do in the future. Many still choose to 
live in their criminal past, which is not something I 
want to be involved in. I am anti-drug, except for my 
cigarettes, coffee and alcohol.

Q: Do you have a permanent place of residence or 
do you couch-surf?

JC: I do not have a permanent place, I go from hotel 
to hotel. Right now I’m paying $300 a night to stay at 
this really rundown hotel that is not so great. But right 
now every hotel has said that it is full so I have to stay 
at this one until I find another hotel I will be able to 
go to.

Q: Do you have access to healthcare?

JC: I do not. Which is unfortunate because right now 
I have eight broken ribs. I was in the hospital for two 
days, but since I do not have healthcare, I can’t really 

do anything about fixing them. Which really sucks 
because if they were fixed I could play a lot better. 
[Clerbern pauses to show multiple bruises on his 
arm.] This is where they put in the IVs while I was in 
the hospital. I couldn’t stay in the hospital though be-
cause I needed to go out and play my music. Although 
my ribs hurt (like hell), sorry for the language, I just 
have to keep on playing and hope that they will heal. 

Due to Clerbern’s lack of healthcare, he is stuck 
playing downtown, with eight broken ribs, 
without the hope of getting them fixed but 

the hope to make enough money to get to a nicer 
hotel. Because of his lack of health insurance, Cler-
bern puts his health last. His priority is to keep on 
playing, through the pain, for the hope that he will 
make enough to get by and at least have a room to call 
home.

BY EMILY CRENSHAW
Staff Writer 

Through the eyes of a street musician
 Access to healthcare is more limited than many expect

STREET TUNES: James Clebern explains the life of a street musician in Nashville. 
 Courtesy of EMILY CRENSHAW/Staff Photographer
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See how many words you can fi nd in the word 

INDEPENDENCE.

Happy Independence Day!
Looking for a place to celebrate July 4th in Memphis?

These parks are celebrating Independence Day with festivals 
and fi reworks:

Latimer Lakes Park (6-10 p.m.)

Municipal Park (5-10 p.m.)

Olive Branch City Park (5-10 p.m.)

Snowden Grove Park (7-10 p.m.)
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I proudly answer to 
Ponytail Bob. 
I am also proud to 
be a writer and ven-
dor for The Bridge. 
It’s not hard to love 
your work when 
you’re part of such a 
wonderful team. 

#bridgethegap
                Courtesy of CORENA HASSELLE


