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PREFACE 

I .n 1945, the course, Man in the Light of History and Religion, 
was inaugurated with great expectations for its significance in the 
liberal arts curriculum of Southwestern at Memphis. The course was 
a creative venture in both style and content, and has had an honored 
role not only at Southwestern but in the general education movement 
in higher education in the United States. The editors of the present 
edition have felt it eminently fitting to ask Professor John Henry 
Davis, sole remaining member of the first "Man" teaching staff, to 
write the introduction, setting forth the basic perspective and pur
poses of the course. Professor Davis was not only a member of the 
original team but was for many years the chairman of the staff. 

We wish to thank particularly Professor James W. Jobes, without 
whose editorial assistance the present edition would not have been 
possible, and Mr. Kenneth Johnson, Mr. Robert N. Jolley, Mr. Timothy 
L. Gastineau, and Miss Loretta Cotros, whose secretarial assistance 
has been invaluable and as exemplary as their patience under the time
consuming process of revision. The responsibility for errors is, of 
course, our own. 

The Editors 



INTRODUCTION 

Just before, during, and after World War II, most American col-

leges and universities indulged in soul-se~rchings, self-criticism, 
·' . 

and investigations into the shortcomings of academic curricula. One 

result of this outburst of activity was a growing conviction that 

American education was fast becoming too fragmentized, too depart-

mentalized and too specialized. Some sort of synthesis was essential. 

This conviction, translated into working programs, found expres-

sion in a host of schemes which emphasized what have loosely and rather 

ineptly been called core courses, basic courses, or general education 

courses. Southwestern was not unaffected by this general trend. 

True, we had managed to preserve the general lines of essential 

liberal arts education--to a large degree by maintaining a formidable 

list of "general degree requirements"--and we had long experimented 

with individual tutorial instruction and with honors courses, but we 

felt the need of finding some sort of antidote to over-departmentali-

zation. During the war the college experimented with a cooperative 

lecture series entitled "The Great Centuries," and President Diehl 

called in Dr. Theodore Green (then of Princeton) for a series of 

conferences with the faculty, and by 1945 the members of the depart-

ments of history, religion and philosophy produced a syllabus for a 

freshman course in the humanities which we called Man in the Light of 

History and Religion, but which students immediately shortened into 

the "Man Course." 

Pope's dictum that "the proper study of mankind is man" conveyed 

a different meaning in his day from the meaning we propose to attach 

to the phrase. Pope living in the age of reason was saying that the 

best education for man is a humanistic education and as a deist he 



would have found small place for "revelation" (the Bible) or religion 

(superstition). But we maintain that a proper humanistic education 

entails also attention to the development of man's religious experi

ence. We attach great importance to source readings in the hope that 

the course will offer the student a first-hand encounter with many 

great works of the mind, hand, and spirit. 

This course was hopefully and enthusiastically launched in the 

fall of 1945 as a 6-hour, double credit course. Originally it was 

divided into weekly units, the first three days of the week being 

devoted to lectures, the last three to discussion. Almost immediately 

we found that the readings--the combined enthusiasm of five professors-

were excessive and had to be reduced, and scheduling problems forced 

us to alternate lectures with discussions, and to group units into 

periods of three or four weeks, with greater emphasis on man and his 

problems as the thread of continuity. Thus this course has never 

become frozen. There is constantly shifting personnel on the staff, 

which means substituting new lectures and readings for old. The 

syllabi have been constantly revised and changed, (ten editions since 

1945). We have our professional critics who fail to see how one 

teaches in such a wide territory, but the staff still contends that 

the methodology, content and approach profit the student, and that 

they themselves profit from the weekly meetings to discuss readings, 

tests, revision of the syllabus, etc., in this cooperative enterprise. 

J. H. D. 



·INSTRUCTIONS 

This course meets daily. The year's work is divided into eight 

units, in general of about equal length. Four units will be covered 

each semester. 

At the beginning of each unit in the syllabus you will find an 

assignment sheet. The assignment sheets list 1) the lecture topics, 

2) assignments of collateral reading for the lectures, and 3) reading 

assignments for·the colloquia (discussion meetings). 

The entire class will assemble at 8:00 A.M. (promptly) in Room 

101 Science Hall on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays for the lectures. 

On Monday, Wednesday, and Friday afternoons at 2:00 P.M., the discussion 

sections meet separately for the colloquia. 

Many of the collateral readings for the lectures are in Harrison 

and Sullivan, A Short History of Western Civilization, which you are 

required to buy. A few collateral readings are found among the readings 

which make up the second volume of your syllabus. The remaining col

lateral readings are in books which may be found on reserve at the main 

desk of the library. {Some of these are in paperback books which you 

may wish to purchase.) Since many of the collateral readings for 

. lectures tie in closely with the lectures and provide useful back

ground, you should make every effort to do the collateral reading for 

a lecture before the lecture. 

Many of the discussion readings are in a two-volume paperback 

book, Beatty and Johnson~ eds~, Heritage of Western Civilization, 

second e,dition, which you are required to buy. You are expected also 

to own a copy of a modern translation of the Bible, in which many 

discussion readings in the first semester are found. If you wish to 



purchase a new Bible, the Oxford Annotated Bible, available in the 

college bookstore, is a good choice. A number of additional discus

sion readings are found in the second volume of your syllabus. The 

remaining readings may be found on library reserve. (Once again, you 

may wish to purchase some of these in paperback editions.) 

The syllabus provides a set of questions for each discussion 

reading. These questions should be consulted as you do the reading. 

They may serve as a guide to some of the major topics and issues 

which deserve your attention. They are BQl, however, the only 

important questions which could be asked about the readings, and you 

should ask yourself, and try to answer, other questions as you read. 

Since you may have limited experience with the reading and dis

cussion of primary sources, and since the quality of your efforts in 

study, discussion and reflection will in large measure determine how 

much you profit from the course, some further suggestions about 

reading and discussion might be worth-while. (Many of the suggestions 

about reading may be applicable to your study of collateral readings 

for lectures as well.) 

Suggestions about Reading 

1. Do the reading. Without this, you are in no position to contribute 

to the discussion, and will find far less profit in listening to 

it than you would if you were prepared. 

2. Consider reading an active process, not a passive one. Think of 

reading as an effort to dig for the meaning and to wrestle with the 

issues raised, not as a matter of passive absorption. 

a. Watch for and take note of basic issues, themes, or theses, cen

tral facts, data and assumptions upon which conclusions are 

based, and the logical structures of arguments. 



b. Examine critically all assumptions and arguments. Watch for 

questionable factual claims. Think whether there are things 

which the author overlooks, and think whether there are alter-

native viewpoints which should be considered. 

c. Consider what relations the reading has to other readings or 

previous discussions. This will often shed light upon the 

matters listed in a and b. 

d. Reflect about the significance of the reading for current pro-

blems. 

3. You will find it useful to take notes, or perhaps, when you have 

your own book, to use underlining and make comments in the margins. 

Your notes should reflect the sort of active reading described 

above. It is useful preparation for discussion not only to sum-

marize the reading, but also to make notes of passages which you 
.. 

do not understand, points with which you agree or disagree, ques-

tions which you would like to ask, comments which you would like 

to make, etc. 

Suggestions about Discussion 

The colloquia are not quiz sections on the material assigned. 

They are opportunities for exploration by the group of questions 

about the readings and about their implications. The following sug-

gestions about discussion in the colloquia may be useful: 

1. Be ready to express your views, try out your ideas, and raise 

your questions. In this way, you will derive greatest bene-

fit from the discussion. Moreover, your willingness to speak 

up will add ot the liveliness of the discussion, and will thus 

benefit the entire group. 

2. Be prepared to back up your opinions with reasons. It is 



important not only what you think, but why you think it. 

3. Stick to the question under discussion. Abruptly changing 

the subject spoils any co-operative effort to discuss a 

question. 

4. Listen to others wi t h the attention which you would like 

from them when you are talking. This is important not only 

as a matter of courtesy, but because you will be able to 

learn from them. Take care not to interrupt others. Do not 

hesitate to ask someone to explain or justify what he has said. 

5. Do not expect the discussion to consider every important 

question, or even to answer every question taken up to your 

full satisfaction. An hour's discussion is meant to be a 

beginning, not an end, of thinking about the issues. 

6. When you speak, speak loudly enough to be heard. This is 

an obvious point, but often forgotten. 



UNIT I 

INTRODUCTION AND ORIGINS 

THE LECTURES 

1. What is History? 
2. What is Religion? 
3. The Origin of the Universe 
4. The Origin and Nature of Life 
5. Prehistoric Man 
6. The Emergence of Civilization in Mesopotamia 
7. Civilization in Ancient Egypt 

READING ASSIGNMENTS FOR LECTURE SESSIONS 

1. Calhoun, R., What is Man?, Introduction and Chapter 1, Readings, 
I-Ll-lff. 

2. Calhoun, R., What is Man?, Chapters 4 and s, Readings, I-Ll-llff. 
3. Life, The World We Live In, 268-289, esp. 287-289 
4. Life. The World We Live In, 88-106 
s. Albright, W.F., The Archaeology of Palestine, 7-22 or 

The Westminster Historical Atlas to the Bible, 9-14 
6. Harrison and Sullivan, A Short History of Western Civilization, 

Second Edition, {H&S), "Introduction," and Chapter I, "Babylonian 
Civilization, 4000-1750 B.C." 

7. H&S, Chapter II, "Egyptian Civilization 4000-1750 B.C.," and 
Chapter III, "The Diffusion of Near Eastern Civilization," 30-35 

THE COLLOQUIA 

1. The Study of the Past 
Collingwood, R.G., The Idea of History, Readings, I-1-lff. 
Social Science Research Council, Bulletin #54, Readings, 
I-l-4ff. 

2. Total Response 
Thompson, S.M., A Modern Philosophy of Religion, Readings, 
I-2-lff. 
Various definitions of religion, Readings, page following 
I-2-8 

3. The Idea of Creation 
Heidel, A., Babylonian Genesis• 1-11, 89-96, 128-129, 139-140 
Genesis 1-2 

4. Man, A Problem to Hioself 
Vercors, The Murder of the Missing Link (Also published under 
the title You Shall Know Them) 



5. Buried Treasure in Archeology 
Students should assemble in 101 Science at 2:00 P.M. for 
an illustrated lecture on archeology. 

6. Ancient Man's Sea~ch for Meaning 
Heidel, A., ed., The Gilgamesh Epic, 5-13; 7B-9B; 225-232; 
268-269 
Genesis 6-9 

7. Collection 



Unit I, Lecture 1 

What is History? 

I. Definitions and aphorisms 

A. Differences between pre-history and history 
B. Differences between history as events and history about 

events · 
c. The difference between historia and Geschichte 
D. Some famous but inaccurate epigrams 

II. The changing nature of history and of views about history 

A. Contributions made to the "concept of history" by different 
epochs and by different individuals 

1. Greeks 
2. Romans 
3. Early christian 
4. Medieval 
s. Renaissance 
6. Reformation 
7. 17th century 
8. 18th century 
9. Von Ranke and modern research 

lG. Philosophers of history 

III. Problems confronting the modern professional historian 

A. Narrative vs. analytic history 
B. History--a Humanity or a Social Science? 
C. The objective vs. the relativistic view 
D. The "Pastist" vs. the "Presentist" 
E. Pattern or chance? 

IV. The uses of history 

A. Why study history? 
B. Its role in this course 



Unit I, Discussion 1 

The Study of the Past 

Collingwood, R. G., The Idea of Hi.story, Readings, I-l-Iff. 
Social Science Research Council, Bulletin #54, Readings, I-l-4ff. 

1. What is meant by Collingwood's remark, "In a sense we are all 
histo£i~ns nowadays"? Compare this with Carl Becker's, "Every
man Li~ his own historian." 

2. Analyze this statement: "A good historian must also be a philo
sopher, but heshould not produce a philosophy of history." 

3. How would you defimhistory? What should be the historian's 
chief aim? 

4. What are historicizations? How does "history-as-actuality" 
differ from "history-as-record"? 

5. Can people see the historical significance of their own time? 
Can history predict? 

6. To what extent can written history be "objective"? Can a writer 
overcome his prejudices? 



Unit I, Lecture 2 

What is Religion? 

I. The difficult~' of defining religion 

II. The nature of religious ex~rience 

III. 

A. Provisional definitions 

B. 
c. 

The 

A. 
B. 
c. 
D. 

l. "Religious experience is a total response of the total 
being to what is apprehended as ul .timpt~ reality." J. Wach 

2. "To be religious is to effect in some way and in some 
measure a vi tal adjustr.1ent (however te.nta tive and incmtl
?lete) to w( vJ) ha tever is reacted to or regarded ir.1pli
citly or explicitly as worthy of serious and ulterior 
concern" V. Ferro 

Analysis of the definitions 
A~':'lication of the definitions 

1. True and false religion 
2. Religion and magic 
3. High and low religion 

ex '_>ression of religion 

Intellectual: creed 
Sociological: clergy 
!·-lora 1: code 
Cere<iiOn ia 1: cultus 

IV. The study of religion and religious living 

A. The his tory, ?Sychology, sociology and philosophy of religion 
3. T~1eology 



Unit I, Discussion 2 

Total Response 

Thompson, S. M., A Modern Philosophy of Religion, Readings; I-2-lff. 
Various definitions of religion, Readings, page following I-2-8 

1. Evaluate the ten sample definitions of religion in light of your 
reading and Lecture 2. 

2. Is religion an escape from reality? Is it wishful thinking? 

3. What relation does one's religious belief bear to his daily life? 

4. Can an atheist be religious? Can a Communist: What kind of 
person would an "absolute atheist" be? 

5. How do you distinguish genuine religion from idolatry? 



Unit I, Lecture 3 

The Origin of the Universe 

I. The importance of the question of origins 

A. r-Ian's life given meaning by that which he values 
B. Are values grounded in the nature of things? 

II. The origin of the earth 

A. lvlethods of calculating the age of the earth 

1. The age of the oceans 
2. The age of rock s 

B. Theories of the earth 's forma t ion 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

The 
The 
The 
The 

collision theory--3uffon 1749 
nebular hypothesis--I~ant, La::>lace 1755 
near-miss theory--Moulton and Chamberlin 19 00 
reinstatement of !Cant's theory--tr.Jeizsacker 1943 

III. The origin of the universe 

A. i'<lethods of calculating the age of the universe 

1. The existence of radioactive materials 
2. The recession of galaxies--Hubble, Pollard 

B. Theories of the formation of the universe 

1. The "big bang• theory 
2. The " ;::>Ulsating" theory 
3. The "steady-state" theory 

IV. The rela t ion of scientific and religious accounts of origins 

A. The nature of scientific questions and explanations 
B. The idea of creation 



Unit I, Discussion 3 

The Idea of Creation 

Heidel, A., Babylonian Genesis, 1-11, 89-96, 128-129, 139-140 
Genesis 1-2 

1. What is the relation between the various scientific accounts of 
the origin of the universe and the Genesis account of creation? 
Are these two accounts answers to the same or to different ques
tions? Do science and religion provide complementary or competing 
explanations of the universe? 

2. Make a comparison between the Babylonian and Hebrew accounts of 
the creation of man. What different implications do these two 
accounts have for our understanding of man? 

3. How should the Genesis accounts of creation help shape the reli
gious response of a man who accepts their essential ideas? Think 
especially about the religious implications of the following 
passages in Genes,is: 

a. "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth." 
What difference in the interpretation of this passage is 
possible if one considers the alternative reading in the 
footnote to the R.s.v.: "When God began to create the 
heavens and the earth, the earth was without form ••• etc." 

b. "The earth was without form and void, and darkness was upon 
the face of the deep; ••• " 

c. "And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was 
very good." 

d. "Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man be
came a living being." (King James, "became a living soul."} 



Unit I, Lecture 4 

The Origin and Nature of Life 

I. Early views 

A. Hylozoism 
B. Spontaneous generation 
C. Religious accounts 

II. Moder,n views 

· A. · Vi tal1stic 
B. Mechanistic 

1. Life explained in terms of chemical structure 
2. Account of the origin of life 

III. Relation· of scientific, philosophical and religious views of 
life 

A. Two meanings of "life" 

1. Biological function 
2. Spirit 

B. Reductionistic views of spirit 
c. Genesis account of the origin and nature of human life 



Unit I, Discussion 4 

Man, A Problem to Himself 

Vercors, The Murder of the Missing Link* 

1. Why is it important for us to understand what kind of being man 
is? What is the relation between one's view of man and one's view 
of moral obligation? See 105-106, 159. 

2. Can the nature of man be understood if we approach this question 
exclusively through the sciences such as psychology, anthropology, 
and sociology? Explain. See 191. 

3. Do we discover what we are or do we decide what we are? See 171-
172. 

4. The judge makes much of the fact that man asks himself questions. 
What kind ofquestions do you think the judge was talking about? 
See 133-134, 172-176, 178-179. How does the fact t .hat man asks 
these questions shed light on the nature of man? 

s. Evaluate the parliamentary definition of man. 

6. Why do men use fetishes and ceremonies? 

*Now published under the title You Shall Know Them. Page references 
given in the questions may not quite fit the pagination of this new 
edition. 



Unit I, Lecture 5 

Prehistoric Man 

I. The question of origins: the difference between mythological 
and scientific versions of man's beginning 

II. The brevl.ty of written history as compared with pre-history 

A. Time-clock of the evolution of ' \ he earth from a gaseous 
to the formation of lands and seas 

state 

B. Time-clock of the evolutionary development from primitive 
to highest forms of life 

III . Some contrasts between earlier theories of man's descent from 
the lower animals and present-day theories 

A. Both hominids and homo saoiens earlier than once supposed 
B. Co-existence of "core" and " flake" weapon traditions 

IV. Factors in bringing about the differentiation between apes and 
ape-men and men 

A. Role of tools, upright posture, skeletal structure 

V. Cultural ages and traits 

A. Paleolithic {500<,900-18,000) "food gatherers" 

l. Cultural classifications 
2. Skeletal classifications 

B. Mesolithic (18,000-8,000} "kitchen middens" 
C. Neolithic (8,000-2,000) "food producers" 

l. Revolutionary effect of domestication 9f plants and animals 
2. Outstanding inventions of ti~ olithic man 
3. Specializat i on, surplus, and the rise o f "civi l i zation" 

D. The copper, bronze and iron ages 

VJ. What ;_c; me:1 nt by cul-ture, civiljzation, r a ce? 



Unit I, Discussion 5 

Buried Treasure in Archeology 

Students should assemble in 101 Science at 2:00 p.m. for an 
illustrated lecture on archeology. 



Unit I, J..ecture 6 

The Emergence of Civilization in Mesopotamia 

I. The geography of the Middle East 

II. Sumer and Akkad 

A. The rise of cities 
B. Characteristics of the civilization 
c. Factors in its decline 

III. Babylon 

A. Characteristics of its civilization 
B. Hammurabi 
C. Achievements in art, literature, and science 

IV. Palestine and Asia Minor 

A. The Hittites 
B. The Phoenicians 
C. The Hebrews 

v. The rise of Assyria 

VI. The fall of Assyria and the rise of new states 

A. The Chaldeans or New Babylonians 
B. The Me des and Persians 

VII. The significance of Middle Eastern civilization 



Unit I, Discussion 6 

Ancient i'ian 1 s Search for l.Vleaning 

Genesis, 6 - 9 
A. Heidel, editor, The Giloamesb E.,ic, s-13;" 78-98; 225-232; 268-269. 

1. \Jba t are the points of agreement and difference between the flood 
narratives given in Genesis and The Gilgamesh E~ic? 

2. Com'Jare the roles of Noah and Utna pishtim. 

3. ~·Jhy did Gilgamesh seek irumortali ty? ',Jhat brought him to the 
acce?tance of the fate of mortal man? 

4. ::Jhat insights into the religious concepts' of the Hebrews and the 
[,lesopotamians are given us by these flood accounts? 

S . "The nevrly discovered mythology of the ancient Near East su'">oorts 
the claim that Israel was in, b ut not of, the ancient world." Do 
you agree or disagree? If Israel was ' unique, in who,t did its 
uniqueness consist? · 

6 . Does man need cities in order to exist? Are cities necessary 
for t he rise of a civilization? What conditions are necessary 
for the rise of cities? 

7. \'Jhat does our civilizat~on owe to the civilizat;i.ot) of Mesopotamia? 



Unit I. Lecture 7 

Civilization in Ancient Egypt 

I! The geography of Egypt 

II. Egyptian history 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

Prehistoric period: before 3200 B.C. 
Archaic period: Dynasties I and II 
Old Kingdom: Dynasties III to VI, 2800-2250 B.C. 
First Intermediate period: 2250-2000 B.C. 
The l'·iiddle Kingdom: Dynasties XI-XII, 2000-1780 B.C. 
Second Intermediate period: Dynasties XIII-XVII, 1780-1546 B.C. 
The New Kingdom: Dynasties XVIII-XX, 1546-'1085 B.C. 
The decline of E~ypt 

a. Foreign invasions 
b. Conquest of Alexander the Great 
c. The Ptolemics: 322-30 B.C. 

III ~ The contribution of Egypt to western civilization 



UNIT II 

GOD AND THE MEANING OF HUMAN LIFE: HEBRAISM 

THE LECTURES 

1. The Sovereignty of God 
2. The Chosen People 
3. The Law 
4. The Promise of God and the "Promised Land" 
5. Kingship in Israel 
6. The Ba ttle with Culture 
7. The Nature of Hebrew Prophecy 
8. God's Call and the Prophetic Response 
9. The Passion Story of Israel 

10. Yahweh: Creator and Savior 
11. History and Revelation 
12. The Light to the Nations 

READING ASSIGNMENTS FOR LECTURE SESSIONS 

1. Anderson, B., Understanding the Old Testament, Chapter 6 
or pp. 15-17 and 165-179. 

2. Anderson, Introduction and Chapter 1, or pp. 1-12 and 17-42 
3. Anderson, Chapter 2 or pp. 43-65 and 95-97 
4. Anderson, Chapters 3 and 4 or pp. 66-69 and 76-94 
5. Anderson, Chapter 5 or pp. 138-159 
6. Anderson, Chapter 7 or pp. 194-220 
7. Anderson, Chapter 8 or pp. 188-190 and 227-256 
8. Anderson, Chapters 9 and 11 or pp. 257-261 and 263-277 and 

279-291 
9. Anderson, Chapters 12 and 14 or pp. 326-338 and 342-354 

10. Anderson, Chapters 13 and 16 or Isaiah 42:1-7 and 45:1-13 
and 49:1-6 and 50:4-9 and 52:13--53:12 and 55:1-13 

11. Dodd, c. H., The Authority of the Bible, Chapter 14 
12. Anderson, Chapter 17 or pp. 522-540 

OOLLOQUIA 

1. The Dignity and Misery of Man 
Genesis 1:26-31; 2:4-4:16; 11:1-9 

2. The Heart of Hebrew Faith 
Exodus 1-3; 19:1-6 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11; 6:1-25 
Psalm 78 

3. The Law as Gift and Promise 
Exodus 20-24 
The Code of Hammurabi, Heritage of Western Civilization, 
Vol. I, 6-13, (HWC I). (Full text can be found on the reserve 
shelf in Smith, J.M.P., The Origin and History of Hebrew 
Law, pp. 18lff.) 
Psalms 19 and 119 



4. The Conquest 
Genesis 12:1-3 (J); 15:1-11 (E); 17:1-14 (P) 
Joshua 24:1-25; Judges 2:6-23 

5. The Ideal King 
I Samuel 8:4-22; 9:1-10:16; 11:1-5 
II Samuel 7:1-29; II .Kings 17:7-23 

6. Yahweh or Baal 
I Kings 17-22 
Anderson, 102-108 

7. The Word of God and God's Spokesmen 
Amos 
Hosea 1:1-3:5; 11:1-12; 14:1-9 
Micah 6:1-8 

8. The Transcendence and Immanence of God 
Isaiah 1:1-12:6; 30:1-18 
Jeremiah 1:1-2:37; 7:1-34; 12:1-6; 15:10-21 

9. Death and Transfiguration of a People 
Psalm 137 
Jeremiah 29:1-14; 31:29-34 
Nehemiah 8:1-9:3 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 

10. The Problem of Meaning 
Job {See also outline in Readings, II-10-lf.) 

11. The Authority of the Bible 
C. H. Dodd, The Authority of the Bible, 13-40 

12. Collection 



Unit II. Lecture 1 

The Sovereignty of God 

I. Introduction to Old Testament thought and expression 

A. A distinctive outlook on life 

1. Linguistic clues 
2. l-Iode of reasoning 

B. Implications for the modern student 

II. Old Testament "theology" 

A. The sovereignty of God 

1. Grounded in "revelatory events" 
2. Various names and epithets of God 
3. God's "jealousy" and the meaning of covenant 
4. God's unity and the question of Hebrew monotheism 
5. Development and deepening of the theology 

B. The creaturehood of man 

1. Creation and redemption 
2. Made "in the image of God" 
3. Man as sinner 
4. Sin and its effects--guilt, suffering, death, etc. 
5. ~uman hope and destiny--the promise of salvation 



Unit II, Discussion 1 

The Dignity and Misery of r-1an 

Genesis 1:26-31; 2:4--4:16; 11:1-9 

1. Compare the accounts of the creation of man given in Genesis 1 
and 2; how do you explain the appearance of two different accounts? 

2. Does an understanding of man's origins help to disclose life's 
meaning? If so, how? Compare the Biblical understanding with 
that gained through scientific investigations. 

3. What does Genesis have to say about the dignity of man? About 
man's depravity or sinfulness? What is sin? What are its conse
quences? Is work to be seen as part of God's curse? 

4. Analyze the dynamics of temptation. How do you interpret the role 
of the serpent in the story? 

s. How does the story of the Tower of Babel fit into the pattern of 
meaning suggested by those of Adam and Ave, Cain and Abel? Does 
it add any new elements? 

6. How do you interprest ~an's role and responsibility in the fol
lowing: 

"Then God said, 'Let us make man in our i~age, after our likeness; 
and let them have dominion over the fist of the sea, and over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth'." 



Unit II, Lecture 2 

The Chosen People 

I. Exodus from Egypt 

A. Bondage in Egypt 

1. Israel's descent into Egypt 
2. Policies and projects of pharoahs of the 19th dynasty 

B. Commission of Noses as agent of deliverance 

1. Moses' encounter with God 
2. Significance of name of God 

c. The deliverance 

1. An epic story 
2. Conflict with pharoah {probably Seti I 1 c. 1290 B.C.) 

D. Israel's understanding of the event 

l. A divine action 
2. A self-revelation of God 

E. Passover memorial: the decisive event recalled and re-lived 

II. Covenant at Sinai 

A. The divine initiative 
B. Israel's response 

1. Faith in God's care and action 
2. Expressions of allegiance 

a. Ceremony of acceptance 
b. Law as standard for obedience 
c. Worship as expression of devotion 

III. A Community of responsibility and destiny 

A. Israel's past in the light of deliverance and covenant 

1. Role seen in trans-historical context 
2. National origin 
3. Purpose as a chosen people 

B. Israel's future in the light of deliverance and covenant 

l. Recalled to obedience and destiny by the prophets 
2. A new covenant promised 



Unit II, Discussion 2 

The Heart of Hebrew Faith 

Exodus 1-3; 19:1-6 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11; 6:1-25 
Psalm 78 

1. What effect did the expuision of the Hyksos have on the Hebrews 
in Egypt? 

2. How was Moses' reluctance to lead Israel's exodus overcome? 

3. Consider the language of the promised covenant in Exodus 19:1-6 " 
What is the nature of the covenant? Is it legal, personal, 
formal? 

4. In what mood or spirit was the worshipper in the land to present 
his gift to God? 

5. What and how was Israel's youth to be taught? What is the shem~? 

6. Worship: a. Why is a review of God's acts a central feature 
in worship? 

b. What is meant when passages such as Psalm 78 and 
Deuteronomy 26:1-l.l are called "confessional" 
or "rehearsal"? 



Unit II, Lecture 3 

The Law 

I. The value of the study of law for an understanding of man in 
Western culture 

II. The Code .. of Hamiilurabi 

A. The golden age of Mesopotamia, 1728-1676 B. C. 
B. General features of the Code of Hammurabi 

1. Promulgated upon the authority of Shamesh, the Sun-god 
2. Indications of advanced social structure 

a. Classes of society 
b. · Extensive division of labor 

3. General theory of law: lex talionis 

III. Moses and Hebrew law 

A. The Ten Commandments--Exodus 20, ~· 5 

IV. The Covenant Code (Exodus 21:1--22:19) 

A. Part of the Book of the Covenant (Exodus 20; 21-23; 33) 

1. Additions to the Covenant Code 

B. Similarities between the Covenant Code and the Code of 
Hammurabi 

C. Structure and contents 

V. Differences between these early codes 

A. The Code of Hammurabi and the Covenant Code 
B. The Code of Hammurabi and the supplP.mcnts to the Covenant Code 

VI. The developing law 

A. Covenant and the law 
B. Faith and ethics 
C. Lasting value 



Unit II, Discussion 3 

The Law as Gift and Promise 

Exodus 20-24 
The Code of Hammurabi, HWC I, 6-13. (Full text can be found on the 

reserve shelf in Smith, J.M.P., The Orioin and History of 
Hebrew Law, pp. 18lff.) 

Psalms 19 and 119 

1. \vhat is the relation of the Hebrew codes of law to the Covenant 
at Ht. Sinai? 

2. What is the relation between Noses and the Law? 

3. How could Hebrew laws receive additions and changes from time to 
time and still be considered sacred? 

4. Find five examples of conspicuous parallelism bet\'Jeen the Code of 
Hammurabi and the Covenant Code. Find five significant differen
ces between the two codes. 

5. Compare the occupations appearing in the Code of Hammurabi with 
those in Exodus 20-23. What do these occupations have to say to 
our understanding of the relation between the codes and to our 
knowledge of the environment in which the law was made? Compare 
the social structure in the codes. 

6. Evaluate the lex talionis (law of retaliation) as an ethical 
principle. What is the basis of our legal theory today? What 
is the value, for understanding a culture, of a study of its laws? 

7. According to Psalms 19 and 119, what are the values of the law? 
Do you agree? 



Unit II, Lecture 4 

The Promise of God and the "Promised Land" 

I. The promise of_Yahweh to the fathe~s iGen. 12:1·3 /-J_/; 
Gen. 15:1·11 L E_/; Gen. 17:1-14 L P_/} 

A. Fundamental and original to patriarchal traditions 
B. Twp-fold content: land and descendents 

1. Promise of land: probably most ancient 
2. Original meaning of the "promised land" 

C. Reinterpretation of "promise to the fathers" 

1. Interpretation of J, E, and P 
2. "Promise and fulfillment" in Pentateuch narrative 

II. Tne occupation of the larid 

A. Difficulties in traditional view (Jos. 1-12) 
B. Reconstruction of occupation of land 

1. A long, slow process 
2. A part of Aramean migration 
3. Not the result of warlike encounter 
4. The occupation of canaan and the beginning of "conquest" 

III. Israel in the land of Canaan 

A. The twelve-tribe confederation 
B. Unity of tribal confederation in the Law--the role of the 

"Judges of Israel" 
C. Military conflict with other inhabitants of the land- 

the "Mighty men of God" (the tribal heroes) 



Unit II, Discussion 4 

The Conquest 

Genesis 12:1-3 (J); 15:1-11 (E); 17:1-14 (P) 
Joshua 24:1-25; Judges 2:6-23 

I. Why did it take the people of Israel so long to get into the 
promised land? Could there be reasons other than that given in 
Numbers? If so, what? Was the forty years' wandering all loss 
and no gain for Israel? 

2. What do you think was the main strength of Canaanite culture? 
Its weakness? 

3. What was the point of Joshua's insistence on keeping the Israelites 
strictly separate from Canaanites and others in the land? 

4. What was the significance of the covenant-renewal in Joshua 24? 

s. Describe the recurring cycle of Israel's fortunes according to 
Judges 2. What was the chief role of the judges? 

6. Why would Gideon not accept the position of monarch in Israel? 
How is the fable told by Jotham related to this? 



Unit II, Lecture 5 

Kingship in Israel 

I. The ideal of kingship in the ancient Near East 

A. The ideal of kingship in Egypt 
B. The ideal of kingship in Mesopotamia 

II. The. _.rise of t te monarchy in Israel 

A. Historical presuppositions 
B/· Saul's rise to power 
c. Early interpretations of kingship in Israel 

III. The throne of David 

A. David's rise to power 
B. The Davidic covenant (II Sam. 7} 

IV. The ideal of kingship in Israel 

A. The Enthronement Psalms 
B. The historical eva1uation of ·the Deutexonomist 

·' 



Unit II, Discussion 5 

The Ideal King 

I Samuel 8:4-22; 9:1-10:16, 11:1-5 
II Samuel 7:1-29; II Kings 17:7-23 

1. How does Saul appear in I Sam. 11:1-15? How does the picture of 
Saul here compare with the pictures of the military heroes in 
the book of Judges? How does this picture compare with the sum
mary of Saul's kingly career given in I Sam. 14:47-52? In what 
ways did the time of Saul's leadership mark the beginning of the 
way towards the establishment of a political mo.narchy in Israel? 

2. What is the 
9:1-10:16? 
9:15-17)? 

picture of Saul in the tradition related in I Sam. 
What is the role of Yahweh in this tradition (cf. 

Compare with 11:12-15. 

3. ~·Jha t view of kingship is expressed in the tradition relating the 
annointing of Saul which is found in I. Sam. 8:4-22? 

4. In the light of your knowledge of the social-political situation 
in Israel during the time of Saul, what seems to be the basic 
conflict which is reflected in these various traditions? How 
does this compare with the problems which were faced in our own 
struggle to beco~e a nation? What is the significance of the 
fact that in the Hebrew understanding of politics Yahweh is seen 
as playing a decisive role? 

5. ~hat is the significance of the traditions which have been pre
served in II Sam. 7 for the Israelite understanding of kingship? 
of " salvation history"? How does the covenant between Yahweh and 
David relate to the covenant made between Yahweh and Israel at 
Mt. Sinai? 

6. What understanding of kingship is expressed in II Sam. 7:12-16? 
(Compare Ps. 2:1-9.) In what sense is this a uniquely Israelite 
understanding of kings nip? vJhat did David do in order to bring 
about such an understanding and acceptance of kingship in Israel? 
How does the view of the covenant relationship which is pre
served in v. 24 differ from that which is given in vv. 13-16? 

7. Soon after the fall of Jerusalem ( 587 B.C.) an unknown \'lri ter, 
whom we refer to as the Deuteronomic Historian, wrote an account 
of Israel's rise and fall as a nation. His view of Israel's 
history is summarized in II Kings 17:7-23. Whom does the 
Deuteronomic Historian hold to be ultimately responsible for 
the fall of Israel? the kings? or the people? 



Unit II~ Lecture 6 

The Battle with Culture 

I. The tenth and ninth century background 

A. Division of the kingdom in 926 B.C. 

1. Israel, Jereboam I 
2. Judah, Rehoboam 

B. Civil v1ar 
C. Dynasty of Omri established 882 B.C. 
D. The Assyrian threat and Israel's weakness 

1. Conflict between Israel and Syria 
2. Battle of Karkar in 853 B.C.: Syria and Israel against 

Shalmanezer III of Assyria 
3. The death of Ahab 

II. The work of the ninth century prophets 

A. Micaiah ben Imlah 
B. Elijah the Tishbite 

1. The nidm·r of Zarephath 
2. Baalisn and the contest at Mt. Carmel 
3. Elijah at r.It. Horeb 
4. Jezebel and Naboth's vineyard 

C. Elisha 

1. Naaman the Syrian 
2. The religious revolution 



I Kings 17-22 
Anderson, 102-108 

Unit II, Discussion 6 

Yahweh or Baal 

1. How would you explain Elijah's passionate protest against op
pression? Distinguish between Ahab's understanding and Jezebel's 
understanding of kingship. 

2. \'Jhat light does Canaanite mythology shed upon the concepts of El 
and Baal? \vhy did the Hebren repeatedly return to Baal worship? 

3. t·Jhy did Elijah go to Horeb? Explain the "still small voice." 

4. Were Elijah and Elisha justified in promoting revolution in 
Sumaria and Damascus? Is political assassination murder? 

5. Can a nation accept two or more religions? Is syncretism a sin? 

6. vJhat is the value of a prophet to a nation? 



Unit II, Lecture 1 

The Nature of Hebrew Prophecy 

I. Preliminary definitions and distinctions 

A. Prophets and prophecy as universal phenomena 

1. A variety of ancient examples 
2. Some modern counterparts 
3. The common ingredient 

B. Prophecy among the Hebrews 

1. Feat~res shared with other manifestations 
2. Features that distinguish Hebrew prophecy 

II. Origins and early development 

A. The evidence in the Old Testament 
B. Representatives of "pre-literary" prophecy 

1. Hoses 
2. Deborah 
3 • . Samuel 
4. Nathan 

C. Functions of the early type (ro'eh, "seer") in Israel 
D. Professionalization and organization 

1. Royal patronage and prestige 
2. "Sons of the prophets " 

E. Ninth~century reformation 

1. A break-through with iviicaiah ben Imlah 
2. Return of the charismatic individual 
3. Prophet vs. priest 
4. Increasing ethical emphasis 

III. Develpment of "literary" prophecy 

A. Continuing stress on the spoken word 
B. Reasons for writing 
c. Formation of books 

IV. Summary 

A. The Word in the deeds of God 
B. The lvord in the words of men 



Unit II, Discussion 7 

The Word of God and God's Spokesmen 

Amos 
Hosea 1:1--3:5; 11:1-12; 14:1-9 
Micah 6:1-8 

l. Notice the rhetorical technique employed by Amos in chapters 
l and 2. What "psychology" is be using on the Israelites? 

2. List some of the specific sins which Amos condemns. Why was he, 
as a man of God, concerned about such things as poverty, bribery 
in the courts, or the use of wealth and leisure? What did Amos 
say about the state of "religious life" in Israel? Why? 

3. Explain the reaction of Amaziah to Amos' message (7:10~13). 
Explain the reply of Amos--"I am no prophet ••• " etc. Would a 
modern-day Amos be recognized as a prophet of God in our society? 

4. Compare Amos and Hosea in terms of their main purposes, their 
themes and their ideas of election, of judgment and hope for 
salvation. 

5. What, according to Hosea, was Israel's basic fault? How does the 
prophet relate this to his own domestic problem. What signifi
cance do you find in the names given to Gomer's children? -

6. What way does Hosea suggest of reconciling God's covenant-love 
(chesed) with his justice? 

7. How does Micah state VJhat God requires of man? In what way is 
this statement a summary of the teaching of the eighth century 
prophets? 



Unit II, Lecture 8 

God's Call and the Prophetic Response 

I. Crisis and catastrophe in the late eighth century 

A. The Assyrian advance 

l. Resurgence under Tiglath-pileser III 
2. Weakness in the western powers 

B. The Syro-Ephraimitic alliance and its failure 

l. Pressure upon Judah 
2. The counsel of the prophet Isaiah 
3. · Judah's subj,ugat'ion 

c. New hope and disappointment 

1. Isaiah's ~ilence broken 
2. Hezekiah's ref~rms 
3. An abortive rebellion 

D. The inva~ion ~f Sennacherib 

l. Faith~· fear: Isaiah's counsel 
2. Deliverancie from the Assyrians 

E. Recapitulation of Isaiah~s mes~age 

1. The Holy One of Israel 
2. The demands of faith in Yahweh 
3. The promises to the faithful 

II. Changing fortunes in the seventh century 

A. Manasseh's return to appeasement 
B. Voices of protest 

1. Zephaniah 
2. Nahum 
3. Jeremiah 

C. Josiah and the Deuteronomic Reform 
D. Emphases of the prophet Jeremiah 

l. Call of God and reluctant response 
2. Need for a new heart and new covenant 
3. Counsel for captive people 



Unit II, Discussion 8 

The Transcendence and Immanence of God 

Isaiah l:l--12:6; 30:1-18 
Jeremiah 1:1--2:37; 7:1-34; 12:1-6; 15:10-21 

1. Examine Isaiah 6. How do you interpret the prophet's experience? 
Compare it with that of Moses at the burning bush. 

2. ~vhy was Isaiah told to "make the heart of this people fat (=dull) 
and their ears heavy •.• "? What does this imply as to the '' suc
cess" enjoyed by the prophet in any age and time? 

3. How is Isaiah's view of the nature of God related to his advice 
for King Ahaz (ch. 7)? to his condemnation of immortality? What 
would you say is the basic sin, according to Isaiah? 

4. What hope does Isaiah offer to Judah? What is his view of the 
''Messiah" ( esp. chapters 9, 11)? 

s. Compare Jeremiah's "call" with that of Isaiah. What differences 
in the personal dispositions of the two can you see? Compare 
the two prophets as to their concepts of God and of his purpose 
for the nation. 

6. How do you account for Jeremiah's reputation as the "weeping 
prophet"? Was he basically pessimistic or optimistic? In what 
sense? What hopes, if any, does he hold for Judah? 



Unit II, Lecture 9 

The Passion Story o£ Israel 

I. How the "end" came 

A. The "losing" o£ the ten tribes (Israel) in 721 B.C. 
B. The £all o£ Judah (587 B.C.) and the exile 

II. The Jews in exile 

A. Despondency over loss o£ national symbols 
B. Reorientation and adaption to new environment 

1. Cultic changes 
2. Theological changes 
3. Economic changes 

c. Preserving and explaining the religious heritage 

1. Scribe 
2. Scriptures 
3. Rabbi 

D. Prominence in later Judaism o£ forms o£ life developed in 
Babylonian exile 

III. The return o£ a new people to a strange homeland 

A. Cyrus and the Persian Empire 
B. II Isaiah's glorious picture o£ restoration 
c. The discouraging realities 

1. The rebuilding o£ a temple 
2. Nehemiah's leadership 
3. Ezra's religious revival 

D. The great transition: from nation to people o£ the Book and 
the temple 



Unit II, Discussion 9 

Death and Transfiguration of a People 

Psalm 137 
Jeremiah 29:1-14; 31:29-34 
Nehemiah 8:1--9:3 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 

1. Interpret the feelings of the exiles by an analysis of Psalm 
137. Does love of one's country entail hatred of its enemies? 

2. How does Jeremiah, in his letter to the exiles, agree or disagree 
with the spirit manifested in Psalm 137? 

3. Does Jeremiah's new covenant abrogate the old covenant? Does it 
undermine the function of the community? 

4. Compare Ezra's new covenant, and its effects, with what Jeremiah 
foretold in chapter 31. How would you explain the differences? 

5. ~vhat is the religious significance of the symbolism in Ezekiel's 
vision of the valley of dry bones? Relate this to the biblical 
view of creation and of man. 



Unit II, Lecture 10 

Y<:.hweh: Creator and Savior 

I. Deutero-Isaiah (Is. 40-55): prophet to the exiles 

A. New historical situation (cf. 44:26; 49:19; 47:1-7; 
48:14; 45:1) 

B. New message: forgiveness and salvation (cf. 40:1-2; 
46:13; 51:4-6} 

c. Relationship to Isaiah of Jerusalem 

II. The m~ssage of deutero-Isaiah 

III. 

A. The new exodus (40:3-5; 48:20-21; 43:1-7; cf. I Kings 
8:33-34, 46-50) 

B. View of history (cf. 41:22; 42:9; 43:9, l8f; 48:3,6} 
c. Creation and salvation (40:21-31; 43:1; 42:5-9; 43:15-21) 

The 

A. 

B. 

Servant of Yahweh 

The Servant poems 

1. Isaiah 42:1-4 
2. Isaiah 49:1-6 
3. Isaiah 50:4-9 
4. Isaiah 52:13--53:12 

Identity of the Servant 

1. Numerous speculations 
2. The Servant as the true Israelite and the true Israel? 
3. The Servant of Yahv1eh as a new Hoses (cf. Deut l8:15ff; 

1:37; 3:23ff; 4:21; 9:13-19) 

IV. Yahweh as creator and savior (45:22; 43:10-13} 



Unit II, Discussion 10 

The Problem of Meaning 

Job {See also outline in Readings, II-10-lf.) 

1. As the discussion progresses, are the friends less, or more, 
severe with Job? 

2. As the discussion progresses, is Job less, or more, ready to 
admit his guilt? Is he less, or more, interested in finding God? 

3. What are the climactic points in the debate? In the book as a 
whole? 

4. What is Elihu's solution to the problem? Is it different from 
that of the three friends? 

5. Note the foll0\7ing passages: Job 9:15-20; 14:13-22; 16:18-22; 
19:21-29; 23:1-7; 31:35-37. Is Job interested in a problem 
even deeper than his suffering? 

6. State in your own words the answer that the Voice from the whirl
wind gives. 

7. What is the importance of the fact that the Voice speaks to Job 
and not to the friends? 

8. Does the Book of Job annihilate the doctrine that suffering is 
retribution for sin? 

9. Consider varying answers given to the mystery of suffering with 
supporting passages from the text of Job itself. 



Unit II, Lecture 11 

History nnd Revelation 

I. Revelation ns a person to person disclosure of sol:tething hidden 

II. Vie~s nbout nhat is revealed 

A. Truths about God and n nn in the foru of propositions 
B. Truths nbout God and uan in ·the frau of "living iraages" 
c. God's rlill and nature in his " u ighty acts" in history 
D. God in person 

III. Vie~s nbout the vehicle of revelntion 

A. Divine dictation of truths about God and uan 
3. Inspired thin!dng about God and u an 
C. Inspired interpretation of God's acts in historical events 
D. Records of encounters u ith God as divine "Thou" 

IV. Vic·;Js about hou revelation is recognized 

A. flcconpanied by uirncles 
B. Ccnfirn ed by Holy Spirit 'i'lorking t·Ji thin nan 
c. Revelation provides a l~ey for understanding one's experience 

and events in the uorld 
D. Anareness of divine presence nediated by the revelatory events 
G . Recognition through active response 

V. Revelation and the authority of tlle Bible 

. 
A. One's understanding of the authority of the Bible closely 

related to one's understanding of the na ture of revelation 

1. The Bible as revelation 
2. The Bible as nitness to revelation 

B. The authority of the Bible 

1. 1\uthori ty and inerrancy 
2. Authority as a priori and authority as n posteriori 



Unit II, Discussion 11 

The Authority of the Bible 

C.H. Dodd, The Authority of the Bible, 13-40 

1. Is there any danger that the setting up (or acceptance) of an 
infallible external authority will weaken man's ability to wor
ship God with the whole of his being? 

2. Can all of man's religious judgments (or judgments about religious 
trut~be based on an infallible external authority? 

3. What, according to Dodd, is the Biblical concept of the authority 
of the Bible? 

4. What are the various things that might be meant by calling the 
Bible the "Word of God"? Which of these seems to Dodd the most 
suitable? Which to you? 

5. If one regards the Bible as not exempt from human imperfection, 
can he maintain that the Bible has religious authority? Explain. 
According to Dodd, how do we discover the authority of the Bible? 

6. Examine Dodd's analogy of authority in the scientific realm with 
authority in the religious r~~lm and his distinction between pri
mary and secondary authority. Is the analogy a good one? 

7. How does secondary a~thority disclose its trustworthiness to us? 



Unit II, Lecture 12 

The Light to the Nations 

I. The search for meaning in human life 

II. The meaning of human life according to the Hebrews 

A. Centered in the concept of covenant--in the history of a 
chosen people 

B. The nature of the covenant 

III. The origin of the covenant 

A. Traced to Abraham 
B. Centered in the Exodus from Egypt, and in the events at Sinai 

1. Its revelation of the nature of God 
2. Its revelation of the nature of the chosen people 

IV, The deepening understanding of the covenant relationship in sub
sequent Hebrew history 

A. The conquest and the tribal federation 
B. The monarchy 
c. The prophets of the eighth century 

1. Amos 
2. Hosea 
3. Isaiah 

D. The exile and later Jerusalem 

1. Jeremiah 
2. Ezekiel 
3. Ezra 

E. The high points of Hebrew religion 

1. Jonah 
2. Job 
3. II Isaiah 
4. Daniel 



UNIT III 

THE ERA OF GREECE AND ROME 

THE LECTURES 

1. The Rise of the Greeks 
2. The Genius of the Greeks: The Reflective Man 
3. The Genius of the Romans: The Practical Man 
4. Greek Tragedy and Comedy 
5. The Importance of Order 
6. ~~n and the Polis 
7. The Greeks Against Themselves 
8. Graeco-Roman Architecture and Sculpture 
9. Alexander the Great 

10. Republic and Empire 
11. The Augustan Age: Vergil's Epic of Imperialism 
12. Circus and Stage 
13. Religion and Philosophy in Ror.1an Life 
14. Roman Law and Government 
15. The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire 

READING ASSIGNMENTS FOR LECTURE SESSIONS 

1. H&S, Chapter 5, "The Origins and Development of the Greek City
State Polity," and Bowra, The Greek Experience, Chapter II, 
"The Heroic Outlook" 

2. Plato, Apology (The Works of Plato) 
3. Barrow, The Romans, Chapter I, "What Manner of Men?" and "The 

Old Ways," and Chapter VI, "The Roman Practical Genius" 
4. Bowra, Chapter VII, "Imagination and Reality," and Hamilton, E., 

The Greek Way, Chapter XI, "The Idea of Tragedy" 
5. Bowra, Chapter V, "The Good Man and the Good Life" 
6 . Bowra, Chapter IV, "City and Individual" 
7. Euripides, The Trojan Women (The Complete Greek Tragedies, Vol. VI, 

pp. 210-264), and H&S, Chapter 6, "The Failure of the Greek 
City-State Polity" 

8. Begin the reading assignment for Discussion 8. 
9. H&S, Chapter 8, "Greek Imperialism: The Hellenistic World, 

336-31 B.c.," and Bowra, Chapter X, · "Epilogue" 
10. H&S, Chapters 9 ' and 10, "The Rise of RoJ:lle to Domination of the 

' Medi terrariean Worid" arid "Th~ Failure of the Roman Republic, 
133-31 B.c. II ' ' ' 

11. H&S, Chapter 11, · "The Roman Empire, 31 B.C.-A.D. 180," and 
Barrow, Chapter IV-a, "Restoration and the Augustan Princi
pate: Vergil and Horace and Livy, " pp. 79-87 

12. Hamilton, The Roman Way, Chapters I, II, and III, "Comedy's 
Mirror," "Ancient Rome Reflected in Plautus and Terence," 
and "The Comic Spirit in Plautus and Terence" 

13. Barrow, Chapter VII, "The Roman Attitude to Religion and Philosophy" 
14. Barrow, Chapter XI, "Roman Law" 
15. , H&S, Chapters 14 and 15, "The Decline of the Roman Empire and the 

Rise of Christianity" and "The Destruction of the Roman 
Empire, A.D. 285-50011 



OOLLOQUIA 

1. The Unifying Experience of the Greeks 
Homer, Odyssey, Books 1-2, 5-6, 8-13, 21-22 

2. The Pattern of Negative Inquiry 
Plato, Euthyphro (The Works of Plato, 35-55) 

3. The Pattern of Positive Inquiry 
Plato, Republic, Book II, 44-57; Book IV, 160-165; Book VII, 

253-259 

4. The Tragic Aspect of Life 
Sophocles, Oedipus Rex 
Aristotle, Poetics, Chapters 6-11, 13 {McKeon, ed., Intro

duction to Aristotle) 

5. The Balanced Life 
Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Book I, Chapter 13; Book II, 

Chapters 6-9; Book X, Chapters 7-8 (McKeon, ed., Intro
duction to Aristotle) 

6. Rational Order in Government 
Aristotle, Politics, Book I, Chapters 1-7; Book III, Chapters 
6, 7 (McKeon, ed., Introduction to Aristotle) 

7. The Greeks Against Themselves 
Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War, HWC I, 54, 56-66 

8. The Greek and Roman Conceptions of Beauty 
Gardiner, Art Through the Ages, Chapters V and VI 

9. Life and Government without Rational Order 
Plato, Republic, Book VIII 

10. A Pattern of the Roman Way 
Polybius, The Histories, HWC I, 160-172 

11. The Epic of Rome 
Vergil, Aeneid, Books I-IV 

12. Drama as Entertainment 
Plautus, The Rope 

13. The Practical Philosophies of Rome -
Lucretius, On the Nature of Things, HWC I, 205-208 and 212-216 
Epictetus, Enchiridion, sections I, III, IV, V, VIII, X, XIV, 

XV, XIX, XXVI, XXVII, ffivC I, 216ff. 
Marcus Aurelius, Meditations, Readings, III-13-lff. 
Epicurus, Readings, III-13-4 

14. A Pattern of the Roman Way 
Cicero, The Laws, HWC I, 173-185 

15. Collection 



Unit III, Lecture 1 

The Rise of the Greeks 

I. Links between Asian and European civilizations 

A. Phoenicians and Hittites 
B. Aegeans: Crete, Troy, Mycenae 

II. The principal periods of Greek history 

A. The northern invasions, c. 2000-1000 B.C. 

1. Achaeans 
2. Aeolians 
3. Dorians 
4. Ionians 

B. The Homeric Age, c. 1200-800 B.C. 

1. The rule of the tribal kings 
2. Homer 

a. "Schoolmaster of the Greeks" 
b. "Bible of the Greeks" 

C. The Age of the Tyrants, c. 800-500 B.C. 

1. The rise of the landed nobility 
2. The tyrants as champions of the people 

D. The era of the city-states, c~ 500-362 B.C. 

1. Emergence of Athens 
2. Rivals of Athens 

III. Fifth century conflicts 

A. The Persian War, 494-490 B.c. 
B. The prosperous interlude, 479-431 B.C. 

1. Growth of Athenian imperialism 
2. Age of Pericles 

c. The Peloponnesian War, 431-404 B.c. 

IV. The Greek achievement 



Unit III, Discussion 1 

The Unifying Experience of the Greeks 

Homer, Odyssev, Books 1-2, 5-6, 8-13, 21-22 

1. Why was Odysseus called the "wisest man alive?" 

2. Why did it take "the wisest man alive" ten years to get home from 
Troy? 

3. What does the Odyssey reveal about Greek values? 

4. ~'!hat is the Homeric attitude toward religion? Comment on the 
Odyssey as a "Bible of the Greeks" 

5. Plato argued that Homer would prove harmful to the young from a 
moral and religious standpoint. Do you agree or disagree with 
Plato? 

6. Do modern men ever encounter a lotus-land, a Circe, a Polyphemus, 
or a Scylla and Charybdis? 



Unit III, Lecture 2 

The Genius of the Greek: The Reflective Man 

I. The inquiring mind: "The unexamined life is not worth living." 

A. The imaginative world of Homer and Hesiod 
B. The search for unity 
c. The Socratic mission 
D. Frora raensuration to Euclidean geometry 

II. Forms 6f achievement: the drive for excellence (arete) in cul
ture (oaideia) 

A. Epic poetry: Homer and Hesiod 
B. Drama 

1. Tragedy: the school of the spirit--Aeschylus, Sophocles 
Euripides 

2. Comedy: vehicle of social criticism--Aristophanes, 
Menander 

C. History: standards of objective observation and interpretation 
D. Government 

l. Athenian democracy: the diffusion of power and thought 
2. Solon and Cleisthenes 
3. The polis and the citizen 

E. Games: "The Greeks taught the world to play." 
F. War 

1. The Persian l\Tar: the struggle for freedom 
2. The Peloponnesian war: the race for power 
3. The cjtizen-soldier 

G. Art and architecture 

1. The ideal in the actual 
2. Pericles' restoration of the Acropolis 

H. Language 

1. Attic Greek: the sparing use of words 
2. Its conquests 

I. Religion 

1. Apollo and Dionysus 
2. Humanism 

J. Philosophy 

1. A way of thinking 
2. Socrates, Plato, Aristotle 



Unit III, Discussion 2 

The Pattern of Negative Inquiry 

Plato, Euthvphro (The Works of Plato, 35-55) 

1. Why was it important for Euthyphro to know what piety is? 

2. What is Euthyphro's first definition of piety? (See 39-40) 

3. Examine page 41. At this point, what was Socrates trying to 
get Euthyphro to understand about definition? Why did Socrates 
compliment his new definition? 

4. How do questions of fact differ from questions over issues? 
(See 41-43) 

5. Explain Euthyphro's comment that the arguments "seem to turn around 
and walk away from us." (See 48) 

6. Should we accept statements on our own authority or on the author
· ity of others without asking any questions? (See 45-46) 

7. ltJhy was Euthyphro unable to define piety? What clue do his pro
posed definitions provide in understanding why EuthYPhro failed? 



Unit III, Lecture 3 

--
The Genuis of the Romans: The Practical 1'1an 

I. The practical Romans 

A. Contrast to Greek speculative interest 
B. Illustrations of Roman practicality 

II. The Romans as transmitters ~f civilization 

III. 

A. P;t;;eservation of the Greek heritage after the decline of 
Greece 

B. Assets of Romans a~ transmitters 

1. Mastery of military organization and leadership 
2. Skill in the fields of law and government 
3. Energy and aggressiveness 

c. Transmission of the Greek heritage by means of the Roman 
Em~ ire 

D. Transmission of the Christian faith 

The Romans as contributors to civilization 

A. Law 
B. Engineering 
C. Architecture 
D. Philosophy 
E. Language and literature 



Unit III, Discussion 3 

The Pattern of Positive Inquiry 

Plato, Reoublic 
Book II, 44-57 
Book IV, 160-165 
Book VII, 253-259 

1. ~·Jhat must Socrates do to persuade Glaucon that justice is the way 
of life a man ought to choose at all cost? Does this differ in 
any significant way from the Hebrew approach to the problem? 

2. According to the view set out by Glaucon, we do not value justice 
for its own sake. ~vhy, then, on this account, do we praise it as 
something good for its own sake? Why is the story of Gypes' ring 
especially appropriate for testing the theory of the origin and 
nature of justice which Glaucon sets forth? How can an imaginary 
story serve as such a test? 

3. What, according to Plato, is justice in the state? What is justice 
in the individual? What is the relation between justice in the 
state and justice in the individual? Would a person who is just 
according to Plato's definition necessarily perform what we ordin
arily call just actions and refrain from what we call unjust ac
tions? Explain. 

4. How do you distinguish between the ideally unjust man sketched by 
Glaucon (48-49) and the ideally just man sketched by Socrates 
(160-162)? 

5. Does Socrates' theory of the just man satisfy the demands made by 
Glaucon in Book II? 

6. According to Plato in the allegory of the cave is the search for 
wisdom an affair of the intellect alone or for the whole man? 
Explain. What implication does the allegory of the cave have for 
a theory of education? 



Unit III, Lecture 4 
' ·. . ; . . . 

Greek Traged~ and Comedy 

I. Origin and early development of Greek drama 

A~ Relationship with religion · 

1. Death and rebirth 
2. Worship of Dionysus ,.. . 

B. Stesichorus and the formal chorus 
c. Thespis and the first actor 
D. Aeschylus and the second actor 

II. Greek tragedy 

A. Aristotle's definition 
B. Hybris as a tragic flaw of the hero 
C. The tragic dilemma 
D. The dramatists 

• 
1. Aeschylus, 525.::456 B.C. 
2. So::>hocles, 496-406 B.C. 
3. Euri9ides, 484-406 B.C. 

III. Greek comedy 

A. Comedy of ideas: Aristophanes 
B. Comedy of situation: Menander 



Unit III, Discussion 3 

The Pattern of Positive Inquiry 

Plato, Reoublic 
Book II, 44-57 
Book IV, 160-165 
Book VII, 253-259 

1. ~·Jhat must Socrates do to persuade Glaucon that justice is the way 
of life a man ought to choose at all cost? Does this differ in 
any significant way from the Hebrew approach to the problem? 

2. Accord1ng to the view set out by Glaucon, we· do not value justice 
for its own sake. Why, then, on this account, do we praise it as 
something good for its own sake? Why is the story of Gypes' ring 
especially appropriate for testing the theory of the origin and 
nature of justice which Glaucon sets forth? How can an imaginary 
story serve as such a test? 

3. What, according to Plato, is justice in the state? What is justice 
in the individual? What is the relation between justice in the 
state and justice in the individual? Would a person who is just 
according to Plato's definition necessarily perform what we ordin
arily call just actions and refrain from what we call unjust ac
tions? Explain. 

4. How do you distinguish between the ideally unjust man sketched by 
Glaucon (48-49) and the ideally just man sketched by Socrates 
(160-162)? 

5. Does Socrates' theory of the just man satisfy the demands made by 
Glaucon in Book II? 

6. According to Plato in the allegory of the cave is the search for 
wisdom an affair of the intellect alone or for the whole man? 
E~~plain. \vhat implication does the allegory of the cave have for 
a theory of education? 



Unit IJ;I, Lecture 4 
' ' . ; . . . 

Greek Tragedy and Comedy 

I. Origin and early development of Greek drama . 

A. Relationship with religlon 

1. Death and rebirth 
2. ~'lor ship of Dionysus._ .. 

B. · ·stesichorus and the formal chorus 
c. Thespis and the first actor 
D. Aeschylus and the second actor 

II. Greek tragedy 

A. Aristotle's definition 
B. Hybris as a tragic flaw of the hero 
c. The tragic dilemma 
D. The dramatists 

a 

1. Aeschylus, 525.;:456 B.C. 
2. So!)hocles, 496-406 B.C. 
3. Euripides, 484-406 B.C. 

III. Greek comedy 

A. Comedy of ideas: Aristophanes 
B. Comedy of situation: i'o1enander 



Unit III, Discussion 4 

The Tragic Aspect of Life 

So~hocles, Oedipus Rex 
Aristotle, Poetics, chapters 6-11, 13. (McKeon, ed., Introduction 

to Aristotle) 

1. Few mystery stories are interesting if you know "how they come 
out. 11 If you had known beforehand the ending of Oedipus Rex, 
as all Greek audiences did, would this have spoiled the play 
for you? 

2. Does this play encourage or discourage your asking the questions: 
"Who am I? ~vhere am I going?" 

3. Did Oedipus have a tragic flaw? 

4. Analyze Aristotle's definition of tragedy. 

5. Apply Aristotle's conception of the tragic hero to Oedipus. 

6. What role does fate play in Oedipus Rex? 



Unit III, Lecture 5 

The Importance of Order 

I. The Pythagoreans 

A. The musical scale ?. ... 

1. Logos (ra~io) 
2. Peras (limit or measure) · imposed upon the apeiron 

(unlimited) to produce an ordered whole 
3. Harmonia (harmony) 

B. Nature 

1. Conception of nature as kosmos (ordered whole} 
2. Implications of the term kosmos: goodness, intelligi

bility, beauty 
3. Ethical value of the study of nature 

C. Medicine--harmonia as a right balance of elements . ~~ ~ 

II. "Nothing in excess" 

III. Plato 

A. Philebus 

1. Order in the cosmos 
2. Order in human life 

B. Republic 

1. Order in the state 
2. Order in the soul 

IV. Aristotle 

A. Virtue as a mean 
B. Order in the state 

V. The importance of order in Greek art 



Unit III, Discussion 5 

The Balanced Life 

Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics Bk. I, ch. 13; Bk. II, chs. 6-9; 
Bk. X, chs. 7-8. (McKeon, R., ed., Introduction to Aristotle) 

1. How is Aristotle's distinction between moral and intellectual 
virtues related to his view about the "elements" of the soul? 
Compare his view about the "elements" of the soul with Plato's 
view. 

2. Explain: "Virtue, then, is a state of character concerned with 
choice, lying in a mean, i.e. the mean relative to us, this 
being determined by a rational principle, and by that principle 
by which the man of practica 1 wisdom would determine it." (II, 6•) 
Explain how this "general statement" is applied in the case of 
particular virtues. {II, 7) Can Aristotle's doctrine of the 
mean be used as an easy formula for determining what we should 
and should not do? Discuss. 

3 • . What moral advice does Aristotle associate with the maxim "Hold 
the ship out beyond the surf and spray"? (II, 9) 

4. Aristotle's ethics has been called anethics of "self-realization.n 
In what sense does this seem to you to be true? (See, e.g., the 
beginning of II, 6, and X, 7-8.) 

5. Aristotle says (I, 13) that "happiness is an activity of soul 
in accordance with perfect virtue." Perhaps not everyone would 
agree with the claim that virtue is important for happiness. 
What justification could be given for this claim? (Consider, 
e.g., any suggestions you can find in the present reading, and 
also Socrates' discussion of justice in the Republic • .) 

6. How does Aristotle argue that perfect happiness would be found 
in the activity of contemplation? Compare his remark that "such 
a life would be too high for man ••• " with his remark that "what 
is proper to each thing is by nature best and most pleasant for 
each thing ••• ". What problems might the comparison of these 
remarks raise? 



Unit III, Lecture 6 

Man and the Polis 

I. The tradition of the polis 

A. The origin and nature of the Greek polis 
B. Arete and the polis 

1. Wisdom: Xenophanes 
2. "Savage valor": Tyrtaeus 
3. "The unseen measure": Solon 
4. Self-government enlightened by discussion: Pericles 

II. The decline of the polis 

III. 

A. Inherent weaknesses of the polis 

1. Limited citizenship 
2. Strife between classes 
3. Rivalry between Greek states 

B. The love of power 
c. The Peloponnesian War 
D. The Sophists 

The search for a "tru~" basis of order in the polis 

A. Socrates 

1. Arete dependent on knowledge 
2. Necessity of a dialogue 

B. Plato 

1. Disorder in polis due to false views of justice and 
freedom 

2. The character of the polis dependent upon the character 
of its citizens 

3. Necessity of the philosopher-king 
4. The ideal polis and the actual polis 

C. Aristotle: "Man is by nature a political animal." 



Unit III 1 Discussion 6 

Rational Order in Government 

Aristotle, Politics, Book I, chapters 1-7; Book III, chapters 6, 7. 

1. Trace the or1g1n and development of the state. Why did Aris
totle think a study of the origin and development of the state 
was a good method for understanding what man's relation to 
the state is and ought to be? 

2. What does Aristotle mean by " ••• man is by na.ture a political 
an-imal"? What are the important 'practical consequences of this 
idea? What are the evidences that man is by nature a political 
animal? 

3. What does Aristotle mean when he says that slavery is natural? 
What facts does Aristotle appeal to for support of this conten
tion? Do you think he is right about the facts? Supposing he 
has the facts straight, does he draw the right conclusion from 
the facts? Is Aristotle defending the institution of slavery 
as it existed in the Greece of his day? 

4. According to Aristotle, how can we distinguish between a true 
form of government and a perversion of government'? How is this 
related to Aristotle's statement that man is by nature a poli
tical animal'? Do you find Aristotle's criterion for a true 
form of government satisfactory'? 



Unit III, Lecture 7 

The Greeks Against Themselves 

I. Athens 

A. Political and social structure 
B. Description of the Athenians in Pericles' "Funeral Oration" 

1. Possible question about the relation of Pericles' 
picture to the actual Athens 

2. Some elements _in Pericles' description 

a. 
b. 
c~ 
d. 
e. 

Activity in public affairs 
LOve of beauty 
An inquiring spirit 
Freedom of the individual 
AbiJ:.ity to unite daring and deliberation 

. r_, • 

II. Sparta 

A. Political and social structure 
B. Spartan life and values 

III. The Peloponnesian War (431-404 B.C.) 

A. Causes 
B. Course 

I. First phase (431-421 B.c.) 

a. Pericles' "Funeral Oration" (431) 
h~ Death of Pericles (429) ·· ., 

·' 2. Second phase (421-413 B.C.) 

a. ' Melian Dialogue (416) 
b. Expedition against Syracuse (415-413) 

3. Third phase (412-404 B.C.) 

c. Consequences 



Unit III, Discussion 7 

The Greeks Against Themselves 

Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War HWC I, 54, 56-66 

1. What were the strengths and weaknesses of Athens and of Sparta · 
at the time when the war began? Compare the United States in 
the present day with Athens and with Sparta. 

2. Compare and contrast the spirit of the "Funeral Oration" with 
that of the "Melian Dialogue." 

3. Euripides (in The Trojan Wome~and Thucydides are critical 
of Athens. What is it that each finds to criticize? What 
might be the purpose of their criticism? 

4. "The meaning of words had no longer the same relation to 
. things, but was changed by them as they thought proper." (p. 61} 

Give modern illustrations of how war and revolution can make words 
change their meaning, e.g., "democracy", "freedom." 

s. The Trojan Women was produced during a period of uneasy truce 
in the Peloponaesian War, .and shortly after the Athenians had 
captured Melos. What would you imagine the Athenian audience's 
reaction might have been to such lines as: "What shall the 
poet say, what words will he inscribe upon your monument? 
'Here lies a little child the Argives killed, because they were 
afraid of him.' That? The epitaph of Greek shame."? What 
would public reaction be today to a similar sort of play pro
duced in wartime? . 



Unit III, Lecture 8 

Graeco-Roman Architecture and Sculpture 

I. The Greek temple: architecture viewed externally, e.g. 
"the ParthenQn" 

A. Its development 
B. The three "orders" 
c. The role of the temple 
D. The canons of "classical art" 

II. The Roman concept of architecture: 
nally, e.g. "the Pantheon" 

the building viewed inter-
: '; , .. 

III. 

IV. 

A. Roman modifications of the temple , p~an 
B. Roman development of materials and 1n techniques of building 
C. Their realization of the role of function, utility, grandeur, 

ornamentation, use of space 
D. Imperial greatness: arches, basilicas, baths, city planning 

Some notable contrasts 

Greek Roman 

A. Greek theatre Roman theatre 
B. Stoa and agora Forum and basilica 
c. Stadium Ampitheatre 
D. The difference between the Greek and Roman homes 

Greek and Roman sculpture 

A. Four main periods of Greek sculpture 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Archaic 
Ideal 
Mannered 
Realistic 

- sixth and early fifth century 
- age of Pericles and Phidias 
- age of Praxitiles 
- Hellenistic age 

B. Roman skill in portrait sculpture 



Unit III, Discussion 8 

The Greek and Roman Conceptions of Beauty 

Gardiner, Art Through the Ages, ch~pters V and VI 

1. What roles do climate, geography, religion, philosophy, and 
economics play in the development of art? 

2. Describe the leading features of the three main orders of Greek 
architecture. 

3. Explain the main differences between the Greek sculpture of the 
Archaic, Classical, and Hellenistic periods. Which do you prefer? 
Why? 

4. In what ways may the Parthenon and the Pantheon be said to expres 
the architectural achievements of Greece and Rome? 

5. In what ar<t . forms .. did.,.._e t Roman e::apress . his originality? What 
· ideas did he borrow from the Greeks and Etruscans? 

6. Besides architecture and sculpture, what products of Greece and 
Rome excite admiration as "words of art"? 



Unit III, Lecture 9 

Alexander the Great 

I. The Greek background, 404-336 B.c. 

II. Early life of Alexander 

III. The move against Persia 

IV. Alexander in Egypt 

V. Final conquests 

VI. Alexander as a philosopher and statesman 

VII. The Hellenistic world to 30 B.C. 

VIII. The mission of Alexander and its significance 



Unit III, Discussion 9 

Life and Government without Rational Order 

Plato, Reublic Book VIII 

1. For Plato, what is the best way of classifying states? What al-
ternative ways are there? 

2. What causes the decline of states? 

3. How, according to Plato, does the passion for freedom and equality 
lead to slavery and inequality? 

4. How is Plato's analysis of the various states, their ' order of 
worthiness and their decline related to Plato's theory of the ~deal 
state? How can a study of the ideal lead to a better understanding 
of the actual? 



Unit III, Lecture 10 

Republic and Empire 

I. The beginnings of Rome 1 .• 

A. Early inhabitants of Italy 
B. Early Rome 

1. Founding of the city: legend and .history 
2. Period of Etruscan domination: the Tarquins 

II. The Roman Republic 

A. Struggle over constitutional government . 
B. Roman expansion in- It<Hy· · 
C. Clashes with Carthage and Greece 
D. Expansion beyond Italy 

1. The Gracchi 
2. Epoch of civil war 
.3 • . Julius Caesar 

III. The principate ' · 

A. Augustus, 30 B.C.--14 A.D. 
B. Julio-Claudian line, 14-68 A.D. 
C. Flavians and Antonines, 68-180 A.D. 

IV. The Roman achievement 



Unit III, Discussion 10 

A Pattern of the Roman Way 

Polybius, The Histories, HWC I, 160-172 

1. Polybius suggests that the true test of a constitution is the 
strength it demonstrates during violent changes of fortune. 
Can it be said that the Roman constitution scored high on this 
test? 

2. Explain the Roman system of "mixed government." What advantages 
does Polybius see in this system? Are there disadvantages? 

3. What admirable traits does Polybius find in the Roman people? 

4. Polybius asserts that "there is in every body, or polity, or 
business a natural sense of growth, zenith, and decay ••• " 
Evaluate this statement as an historical principle. 

5 • . What does Polybius see as the cause of a state's decline? 

6. What danger does Polybius see for the future of Rome? 



I. The 

A. 
B. 
c. 
D. 

II. The 

A. 
B. 

Unit III, Lecture 11 

The Augustan Age: Vergil's Epic of Imperialism 

Aeneid 

Sketch of the plot 
The myth of the Golden Age 
The destiny and mission of Rome 
Aeneas becomes a "Roman" 

fourth Eclogue 

The Golden Age 
The child to be born--problems of interpretation 

l. Interpretation of the Eclogue by some as Messianic 
prophecy 

2. Other interpretations 

III. Vergil and Dante 

A. Reference to the Messianic interpretation of the fourth 
Eclogue in Dante's Divine Comedy 

B. Dante's understanding of the "Roman Empire" and of the 
imperial ideal 

c. Other aspects of Dante's interest in Vergil 



Unit III, Discussion 11 

The Epic of Rome 

Vergil, Aeneid, Books I-IV 

1. What is the debt of Vergil to Homer? Does the extent of this 
debt justify calling Vergil a second-rate poet? I~ what ways 
does Vergil's poetry differ from Homer's? 

2. Why is an epic reciting the adventures of displaced Trojans 
called an epic of Rome? 

3. Compare Aeneas with Odysseus~ Which ·. would you prefer as your 
leader? 

4. How well does Aeneas, in his character and actions, exemplify 
the old Roman virtues described by Barrow? 

5. "Throughout their history the Romans were acutely aware 
there is 'power' outside man, individually or collectively, 
of which man must take account. He ·must subordinate himself 
to something. If he refuses, he invites disaster; if he sub
ordinates himself unwillingly, he becomes the victim of superior 
force; if willingly, he finds that he may be raised to the rank 
of cooperator; by cooperation he can see something of the trend, 
even the purpose, of that superior power. Willing cooperation 
gives a sense of dedication; the purposes become clearer, and 
he feels he is an agent or an instrument in forwarding them; 
at a higher level he becomes conscious of a vocation, of a mis
sion for himself and for men like him, who compose the state. • • 
The sense of dedication at first reveals itself in humble forms, 
in the household and in the family; it is enlarged in the city
state and it finds its culmination in the imperial idea." (Barrow) 
How could these remarks be illustrated by reference to the Aeneid? 



Unit III, Lecture 12 

Circus and Stage 

I. A nation's amusements as a key to its character 

II. Panem et circenses 

A. The entertainment map of Rome 
B. Holidays change from religious festivals to political 

necessities 
c. Attitude of emperor and people to games 

III. The great centers of entertainment 

A. Circus Maximus: site 

1. Races, drivers, factions, diversions 

B. The Flavian amphitheatre (Colosseum) 

1. Gladitorial contests 
2. Venationes.: animal fights 
3. Naumachiae: sea fights 

C. The stadium--Nero's unsuccessful attempt to start games 
D. The theatre 

1. Declines in popularity as rival amusements develop 
2. Tragedy becomes a literary pursuit; in public performan

ces it changes to pantomines plus opera 
3. Early comedy gives way to slapstick, cruelty, and 

burlesque (atellanae) 

IV. Other forms of diversion 

A. Travel 
B. Public baths 
C. Banqueting (Trimalchio's feast) 

v. Forum and Senate 

A. Importance o£ oratory, its in-fluence as education 



Unit Iii 1 Discussion 12 

Drama as Entertainment 

Plautus, The Rope 

1. How does Roman comedy differ from Greek comedy? 

2. How would you define comedy? What are its principal elements? 

3. What elements predominate in The Rope? If you were writing this 
comedy, how would your version differ from Plautus'? 

4. Does comedy need a hero or a villain? What characters in The 
Rope would you nominate for these roles? 

s. Do you agree with this statement. "The comedy of each age holds 
up a mirror to the people of that age"? Apply this to Roman and 
to American comedy. 



Unit III, Lecture 13 

Religion and Philosophy in Roma.n Life 

I. Religion 

A. Early Roman religion 

1. "Powers" rather than persons 
2. Divine powers and human purposes 

a. Importance of ritual 
b. Reflection of human needs and purposes in the 

differentiation of divine powers 
c. .The idea of "genius" 

B. Influence of "classical" Greek religion 
c. Adoption of gods from elsewhere in Italy 
D. First introduction of foreign cults 
E. Decline of traditional religion 
F. Influx of "mystery religions" 

II. Philosophy 

A. - Practical emphasis 
B. Eclectic tendency 
C. Chief forms 

1. Epicureanism 

a. Derived from the Greek philosopher Epicurus 
(341-270 B.C.) 

b. A Roman exponent: Lucretius (d. ca. 55 B.C.) 

2. Stoicism 

a. Founded in Athens by Zeno of Citium (ca. 336-264 B.C.) 
b. Some Roman exponents: Seneca (d. 65 A.D.), Spictetus 

(ca. 50-138 A.D.), Marcus Aurelius (121-180 A.D.) 

3. Neo-Platonism: Plotinus (205-270 A.D.) 



Unit III, Discussion 13 

The .Practical Philosophies of Rome 

Lucretius, On the Nature of Things, HWC I, 205-208 and 212-216 
Epictetus, Enchiridion, sections I, III, IV, V, VIII, X, XIV, XV, 

XIX, XXVI, XXVII, HWC I, 216ff. 
Epicurus, Readings, III-13-4 

1. How did Lucretius seek to dispel a basic ground of man's fearsJ 

2. Interpret: "The primal particles of things move of themselves ••• " 
and "The nature of mind and soul is bodily-." 

3. What is Epicureanism? What is hedonism? What is your opinion 
about the following? 

a. Is pleasure ~good which determines the goodness of all else? 
b. Is pleasure only ~ of the goods in life? 
c. Is pleasure sometimes a good and sometimes evil? 
d. If something is pleasurable, is there something wrong about it? 

4. Interpret Epictetus' recommendations concerning things in man's 
power and things not in his power. 

5. Is the Stoicism of Marcus Aurelius different from the Stoicism 
of Epictetus? 

6. In what ways to Epicurean and Stoic ethical views differ, and 
in what ways are they alike? For example, compare their views 
about the nature of morality or moral obligation, their attitudes 
toward outward conditions o:r ·cir cuqtstances, ·and their views 
about what sort of life can be a happy life. 

7. What are the strong and weak poi.nts of Epicureanism and Stoicism 
as ethical approaches to life? 



Unit III, Lecture 14 

Roman Law and Government 

I. The Roman constitution 

A. The Republican idea--the ~'mixed constitution" 
B. Empire and world citizenship 

1. The Greek and .oriental roots of the empire 
2. Deification of the emperor 
3. The empire as source of order, harmony, and prosperity 
4. The Stoic doctrine of universal commonwealth 

II. Roman law 

A. The Twelve Tables 
B. The jus civile, jus gentium, and jus naturale 
C. The flexibility of Roman law 

1. Praetor's edicts 
2. Imperial edicts, decrees, and rescripts 
3. The Jurisprudentes 

D. The movement from jus civile to jus gentium 

1. Commerce 
2. Extension of citizenship 
3. The Stoic doctrine of universal law 

E. The Corpus Juris Civilis of Justinian 



Unit III, Discussion 14 

A Pattern of the Roman Way 

Cicero, The Laws, HWC I, 173-185 

1. What is Cicero's definition of natural law?: How is natural 
law related to (a) God, (b) reason, (c) the nature of man? 
(In thinking about this, ask yourself what Cicero means by 
God, reason, and the nature of man.) 

2. What, according to Cicero, are the evidences of the existence 
of the natural law? What alleged facts does he appeal to? Do 
you acknowledge these as facts? Does he draw the proper con
clusions from them? 

3. How can the idea that there is a natural law, as understood 
by Cicero, be of importance to legislators and makers of 
foreign policy? 

4. Are there any ways in which something like what Cicero calls 
the natural law makes itself felt in our political documents 
and institutions? 



Unit III, Lecture 15 

The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire 

I. The two great mysteries: how Rome grew, and why it fell 

II. Historical background of "the fall" 

A. Rome's time of trouble (third century A.D.) 
B. Efforts of Diocletion a\'ld Constantine (ca. 300) to save the 

Empire by dividing it 

1. The new imperial organization and monarchy 
2. The new nobility and officials 
3. The new army 
4. The new state religion (Christianity) 
s. Fixing of classes: curiales, colle9iae 

III. Augustine's dilemma: Why did God let pagan Rome flourish, 
and Christian Rome decline? 

A. His answers and tbose of Orosius 
B. Early and largely erroneous answers 

1. Depravity and immorality 
2. Christianity 
3. Slavery 

c. Modern but overly ingenious answers 

1. Malaria and other epidemics 
2. Wall of China starting Mongols and Huns westward 
3. Drain of money to east and bad fiscal policy 
4. Changes in climate 
5. Soil exhaustion due to poor farming methods 

D. The final "answer" 

1. A complex matter 
2. "Loss of nerve" 



UNIT IV 

GOD AND THE MEANING OF HUMAN LIFE: CHRISTIANI1Y 

THE LECTURES 

1. Between the Testaments 
2. Literature of the New Testament 
3. The Early Life and Ministry of Jesus 
4. The Teachings of Jesus 
5. The Death and Resurrection 
6. The New Community and its Mission 
7. The Teachings of Paul--Salvation by Faith 
8. The Teachings of Paul--The New Life as Freedom 
9. The Fourth Gospel 

10. Threats to the Christian Community 
11. The Church Develops its Institutions 
12. End of the Old World and Beginning of the New 

READING ASSIGNMENTS FOR LECTURE SESSIONS 

1. Kee, Young and Froehlich, Understanding the New Testament, 
Chapters 1 and 2 or pp. 3-10, 22-26, 32-51 

2. Kee, Young and Froehlich, Chapter 4 
3. Kee, Young and Froehlich, Chapter 3 
4. Kee, Young and Froehlich, Chapter 5 or pp. 97·121 
5. Kee, Young and Froehlich, Chapter 6 
6. Kee, Young and Froehlich, Chapters 7 and 13 or pp. 150-160 and 

310-322 
7. Kee, Young and Froehlich, Chapter 9 
a. Kee, Young and Froehlich, Chapter 8 or pp. 176-190 
9. Kee, Young and Froehlich Chapter 14 or pp. 324-326, 329-333 and 

347-354 
10. Kee, Young and Froehlich, Chapters 15 and 17 or pp. 359-379 and 

443-453 
11. Kee, Young and Froehlich, Chapter 16 or pp. 390-406 and 412-415 
12. H&S, Chapter 14, "The Destruction of the Roman Empire," and HWC I, 

Augustine's Confessions and Enchiridion, 247-259 

THE COLLOQUIA 

1. Signs of the Times: Hopes and Fears 
Daniel 1-3, 7 
Barrett, The New Testament Background, 105-113, 124-127 

2. The "Good News" 
Hunter, A.M., Introducing the New Testament, Chapters 1-5 
and Epilogue 
Dodd, C.H., About the Gospels 

3. Jesus of Nazareth 
Mark 1-8 



4. The Great T~ac:her 
Matthew 5-7 
Luke 6, 20 

s. The Resurrection Proclamation 
Acts 2:22-40 
I Corinthians 15:1-19 
Mark 16:1-8 (9-19) 

6. Christian Beginnings 
Acts 1-6, 8-10, 13-28 

7. The Gospel According to Paul 
Romans 1, 3, s, 7-8 
Galatians 3-5 
II Corinthians 5 

8. Paul's Ethics 
Philippians 
I Corinthians 1-3, 13, 15 
Romans 12 
Galatians 

9. The Interpretation o£ Christ 
John 

10. Threats to the Christian Community 
Hebrews 1-5 
James 
I John 

11. Institutions o£ the Christian Church 
Bettenson, Documents o£ the Christian Church 

I a, b, c, pp. 3-7 
III k, 1, m, n, pp. 22-27 
I a, b, II a, b, c, pp. 34-37 
III, pp. 40-41 
VII, a, b, c, d, pp. 49-57 
I, II, III, IV, pp. 88-95 



Unit IV, Lecture 1 

Between the Testaments 

I. The so-called silent centuries: ca. 165 B.c. -A.D. 30 

A· ' A very significant period . ' 
1. For Judaism 
2. For Christianity · 

B. The sourees of information 

. 1. Apocrypha 
· 2. Pseudepigrapha 
3. Archeology and the Qumran discoveries 
4. Others, e.g., Philo and Josephus 

II. Confrontation of Judaism and Hellenism 

A. The impact of Alexander and his successors 
B. Jewish resistance and the beginning of conflict 

1. Antiochus IV {Epiphanes), apostle of Hellenism 
2. Mattathias of Modein, champion of the Chasidim 
3. Judas Maccabeus and his brothers 
4. Fortunes of the new dynasty 

III. Changes a .nd developments within Judaism 

A. Toward faction and party-strife 
B. Toward legalism 
C. Toward apocalypticism 

IV. Roman domination and the Herods 

A. Antipater and Roman intervention 
B. The reign of Herod the Great 
C. The kingdom partitioned 

V. World conditions at the time of Jesus' birth 

A. Social and political 
B. Moral and religious 



Unit IV, Discussion 1 

Signs of the Times: Hopes and Fears 

Daniel 1-3, 7 
Barrett, The New Testament Backgrou.nd, 105-113, 124-127 

1. Why is the book of Daniel assigned to the peiod of Syrian 
persecution of Jews? Why are the stories in Daniel set in 
the earlier, Exilic period? 

2. What, according to I Maccabees (in Barrett), led to the revolt 
of the Jews? What possible motives can you ascribe to Antiochus 
IV for his harsh policy? 

3. In what way or ways is Antiochus represented in Daniel? Can 
you identify any other historical persons or groups in the 
symbolism of Daniel (especially, chapters 2 and 7)? If so, 
who are they? 

4. What were the three "schools" of Jewish thought and practice, 
according to Josephus? Differentiate, and characterize each. 
How has more recently discovered information (cf. Kee, Yqung, 
and Froehlich, 37-51) served to supplement and correct the 
data of Josephus? 

5. How does the Maccabean Age help to "set the stage" for new 
developments in Judaism? In what way, if any, does it prepare 
grounds conducive to the acceptance and growth of Christianity? 



Unit IV, Lecture 2 

Literature of the New Testament 

I. Introduction 

A. What is the New Testament? 
B. Why study the literary forms of the New Testament? 
C. What is the order of the New Testament books? 

II. The life of Christ ~nd the life o·f the Church (Gospels and Acts) 

III. 

A. The "Synoptic" Gospels (Mark, Matthew, Luke) 

B. 
c. 

The 

A. 
B. 

. 1. Oral tradition (30-50 A.D.)--Form criticism 
2. Written tradition (50-65 A.D.,l--Source criticism 
3. Fina~ composition {65-85 A.D.) 

The Gospel of John . 
The Acts 

Letters of Paul 

The nature of his correspondence 
Order of Paul's letters 

1. I and II Thessalonians (from Corinth, c. 50 A.D.) 
2. Galatians, I and II Corinthians (from Ephesus, c. 55 A.D.) 
3. Romans (from Corinth, c. 55 A.D.) 
4. Letters from prison: Ephesians (?), Colossians, Philip

pians, Philemon (perhaps from Rome, c. 60 A.D.) 

c. Other letters traditionally attributed to Paul 

1. Pastoral Epistl~I and II Timothy and Titus {90-100 A.D.) 
2. Hebrews (almost definitely not by Paul, maybe 70 A.D.) 

IV. Catholic or General Epistles 

A. James (toward end of first century A.D.) 
B. I Peter {c. 64-100 A.D.) 
C. I, II, and III John (c. 90-100 A.D.) 
D. II Peter and Jude 

V. Revelation--The ApocaLypse (c. 96 A.D.) 



Unit IV, Discussion 2 

The "Good News" 

Hunter, A.M., Introducirig · the New Testament, chapters 1-5 and 
Epilogue 

Dodd, C.H., About the Gospels 

1. What reasons do people give for studying the New Testament? 
Evaluate Hunter's judgment of these reasons. 

2. What is the kerygma~ Trace the development from kerygma to 
written scripture. 

3. What is the "synoptic problem"? How is it generally solved? 
Why were there three gospels so much alike? (See also Kee, Young 
and Froelich, pp. 74-82.) Why were the three gospels retained? 
Discuss their historical reliability. 

4. What are the distinctive characteristics of each of the synop
tic gospels? In what ways is John like and different from the 
synoptic gospels? ----

5. What factors "compelled" the Christian church to form a canon? 



Unit IV, ~cture 3 

The Early Life and Ministry of Jesus 

I. The sources and the problem 

A. The nature of the gospels 
B. The search for "the historical Jesus" 
c. New prospects and problems 

II. Attempts to reconstruct the sequence of events 

A. The Markan hypothesis and its weakness 
B. The "kerygmatic outline" 
c. Theological history and its various motifs 

III. The place of the birth stories and genealogies 

A. Implications of their absence in ~ and ~ 
B. Matthew and Luke: magi and shepherds 
c. Theological significand~ - · 

IV. The Galilean ministry 

A. Relationship with John the Baptist 
B. The proclamation of the Kingdom 
c. The call of disciples 

V. Response to Jesus 

A. Mixed from the beginning 
B. Reasons for acceptance 
c. Reasons for rejection 
D. The question and answer at Caesarea Philippi 



Unit IV, Discussion 3 

Jesus of Nazareth 

~1-8 

1. What is there about the Gospel of Mark that would put one on guard 
against treating it as if it were a "biography" of Jesus? 

2. Identify in the first eight chapters one example of each of these: 
(a) pronouncement story, (b) miracle story, (c) saying (paranese), 
(d) parable, and (e) allegory. 

3. What does Mark intend to show by his story of Jesus• baptism and 
temptation? What is significant about the healing miracles in 
1:21-3:6? What do you understand as to the meaning of demon
possession and exorcism? What view of the world or of human life 
does this reflect? 

4. What criticisms are leveled against Jesus? Can you detect in these 
any signs of the church's conflict with outsiders in Mark's day? 
See especially 7:9-23. Compare Acts 10. 

5. Discuss "the Messianic secret" in relation to Mark. 



Unit IV, Lecture 4 

The Teachings of Jesus 

I. Jesus as a teacher 

A. The relationship of didache (teaching) to kerygma 
(~reaching) in his ministry 

B. · Jesus and the scribes: the question of authority 
c. Jesus' teaching methods 

1. Use of parable, metaphor and simile 
2. Parallelism and repetition 
3. Hyperbole 

II. What Jesus taught: a synopsis 

A. The idea of the "kingdom of God" 

1. Old Testament roots and meaning 
2. Later interpretations 
3. In the teaching of Jesus 

a. In the parables of "growth"--e.g., ~ 4:26 ff. 
b. In the parables of "watching"--e.g., Matthew 25 
c. Other examples--e.g., Luke ' l7:20-21 

4. The problem of interpretation 

B. The call to "repent and believe" 

1. The meaning of repentance (metanoia} 
2. Faith as radical obedience 
3. The cost of discipleship 

c. Jesus on love (agape) and the law 

1. The motive and measure of love 
2. Love and legalism 
3. Love in action 



Matthew 5-7 
Luke 6, 20 

Unit IV, Discussion 4 

The Great Teacher 

1. Do you detect any unifying themes in the Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew 5-7)? If so, what are they? Compare the Sermon on 
the Plain (Luke 6). What do the differences between the two 
sermons suggest as to the mode of transmission of such sayings, 
and as to the role of the gospel writers? 

2. Evaluate the notion that Jesus, in Matthew 5-7, was g1v1ng 
a new and better code of laws (than the Mosaic codes). What 
did he mean by a righteousness tl')at "exceeds that of the scribes 
and Pharisees"? 

3. Of what importance is the idea of rewards and punishment in 
Christian ethics? Why? 

4. Explain: "Then render t .o Caesar the things that are Caesar's, 
and to God the things that are God's." Is this applicable to 
the Christian's life today? 

5. Are Jesus' ethical teachings practicable or not? Why or why not? 



Unit IV, Lecture 5 

The Death and Resurrection 

I. The journey to Jerusalem 

A. Jesus' decision tc go up to Jerusalem 
B. Jesus' entry into Jerusalem 

II. The passion narrative 

A. The form of the narrative material 
B. Theological concern of the narrative 

III. Jesus' days in Jerusalem 

A. The date of Jesusl death 
B. The Last Supper 
C. The Garden of Gethsemane 
D. Jesus' arrest, trial and crucifixion 

IV. The resurrection 

A. The nature of the event 
B. The resurrection message and Easter stories 
c. The meaning of the resurrection proclamation 



Unit IV, Discussion 6 

Christian Beginnings 

Acts 1-6, 8-10, 13-28 

1. What was the significance of Matthias' appointment to "the 
place" vacated by Judas? How are the terms "apostle" and 
"disciple" used in Acts, and what do they mean? 

2. Characterize the early church in Jerusalem. Why and how did 
the Christian movement spread outside Palestine? What were 
some of the chief missionary methods employed? 

3. Why was Paul of Tarsus so successful as a missionary? Wnat 
were his tactics in Athens? To what extent can or should 
the Christian preacher accommodate his message to suit the 
changing scene or variations in his audience? 

4. What, if anything, was resolved at the Jerusalem Conference 
(Acts 15)? Do you see any far-reaching implications of the 
issue under debate? If so, what? 

~. Why was .Paul so determined to return toJerusalem against 
the advice and warning of friends? · Does Luke reveal an 
apologetic purpose in his story of Paul's arrest, trial 
and imprisonment? Explain. 



Unit IV, ,Lecture 7 

The .Teachings of Paul--Salvation by Faith 

I. Introduction 

II.. 

A. Interpreting Paul's Gospel 
B. The man Paul 
c. The theme of Romans (1:16, 17) 

Mankind under the wrath of God (Romans 1:18-3:20) 
. ' 

A. The unrighteous man--Gentiles (1:18-32) 

1. Knowledge of God is possible (1:18-20) 
2. God is not acknowledged (1:21-23) 
3. Estranged existence (1:24-32) 

: B. The self-righteous · man-~Jews {2:1-3:20) 

.1. Self~righteous crit{cs (2:1-25) 
2. The Law offers knowledge of God (3:1-8) 
3. The Law reveals man's estrangement (3:9-20) 

III. . Righteousness as a gift to sinners (Romans 3:21-5:11) 

A. For all who "faith" God in Christ (3:21-26) 
B. Apart from the Law (3:27-31) 
c. The co.venant fulfilled (4:1-25) 
D. The peace of reconciliation (5:1-11) 

IV. The creation of a new humanity (Romans 5:12-8:27) 

A. Christ as the new Adam (5:12-21) 
B. Baptism as death and resurrection (6:1-14) 
C. The new life as freedom {6:15-8:27) 



Romans 1, 3, 5, 7-8 
Galatians 3-5 
II Corinthians 5 

Unit IV, Discussion 7 

The Gospel According to Paul 

1. What is Paul's understanding of the nature of man? Note espe
cially Romans 7 and Romans 1:18-32. Compare with the Greek 
understanding of man (e.g. in the Republic, Pericles' Funeral 
Oration). 

2. Do people have a moral sense which tells them right from wrong? 
(Romans 1:18-20) What is man's moral dilemma according to Paul? 
Do you agree with Paul that all men have sinned? (Romans 3:23) 

3. What is the meaning of "faith"? What does justification by faith 
mean? (Romans 1:17) Paul says that justification brings peace 
with God. What kind of peace is it? (Romans 5:1 f.) What illus
trations does Paul use to explain what God has done in Christ? 
(Romans 3:23-26) 

4. Does the idea of reconciliation carry special significance in our 
day? (Romans 5:9-11; II Corinthians 5:14-19) How might the idea 
bring meaning to modern me.n who, we are told, feel estranged, 
alienated, lost, alone, anxious? Does estrangement from God 
bring with it estrangement from men? Does reconciliation with 
God bring reconciliation with man? 

5. What affirmations are made about the course of history in the 
statement in 8:28: "In all things God works •••• "? 



Unit IV, Lecture 8 

The Teachings of Paul--The New Life as Freedom 

I. Introduction 

II. The new life as freedom (Romans 6:15-8:27} 

A. Freedom from "freedom" (6:15-23) 
B. Freedom from law (7:1-12) 
c. Freedom from anxiety (7:13-25) 
D. Freedom in the Spirit (8:1-27) 

III. Freedom dependent on God's sovereign love (Romans 8:18-11:36) 

. ; . 

A. God's love sovereign over the cosmos (8:18-39) 
B. God's love sovereign over history (9:1-11:36) 

1. Paul's concern over Israel's faithlessness (9:1-5) 
2. Affirmation of the power of God's Word (9:6) 
3. God's sovereignty in mercy and wrath (9:7-29) 

C. The "righteous remnant" and universal hope (9:30-11-:36) 

IV. Freedom acts in love (Romans 12:1-15:13) 

A~ : · Toward God ( 12:1, 2) 
B. Toward brethren (12:3-13) 
c. Toward persecutors (12:14-21) 
D. Toward authorities (13:1-7) 
E. Toward law (13:8-14) 
F. Toward the weak (14:1-15:13) 



Philippians 

Unit IV, Discussion 8 

Paul's Ethics 

I Corinthians 1-3, 13, 15 
Romans 12 
Galatians 

1. Contrast the psychology of the slave with that of a son. Relate 
to Paul's understanding of law and gospel. 

2. What is meant by a "living sacrifice," "reasonable service" and 
"spiritual worship"? Romans 12.:1 

3. What does it mean to be transformed by the renewal of the mind? 
(Romans 12:1-2, also Phil. 2:5-8) What is the purpose of the 
trans~ormation of the self by the renewal of the mind? How does 
this happen? Could this free one from the slavery of conven
tional judgments? Do people want to be free? 

4. "One body ••• many members." How might this idea provide an ans
wer. to the problem of unity and diversity in the comm!irii ty? 
How does the "solidarity of sin" seen in the sinfulness 
of all men relate to the solidarity of the Christian community'? 

s. What is the nature of Christian love (agape)? See Romans 12, 
I Cor. 13. 



Unit IV, Lecture 9 

The Fourth Gospel 

I. Introduction 

II. Literary ahalysis 

A. Comparison with synoptic gospels 

1. Order and content of presentations 
2. Jesus and John the Baptist 
3. Differences in material 

B. Sources 

1. Synoptic sources 
2. The "signs" source 
3. The Gnostic revelation source 
4. Passion and resurrection traditions 

c. Editorial redaction 

1. Additions and interpolations 
2. Rearrangements 

III. The proclamation of the Fourth Gospel 

A. The coming of salvation 

1. The Gnostic redeemer myth 
2. Gnostic catagories in the Fourth Gospel 

B. The sending of the Son 
C. The judgement of the world 
D. The Word become flesh 
E. Believing in Jesus 



Unit IV, Discussion 9 

The Interpretation of Christ 

1. Explain what is meant by the following expressions in the Prologue: 

a) Logos 
b) "We have beheld his glory" 
c) "The Logos was with God and the Logos was God" 

2. Find from six to ten references to "sign(s)." Why is this term 
used so many times? In ~' what is the relation between nar
ratives of events and discourses? 

3. Select two episodes from chapters 2-12 and interpret. 

4. What light do the "farewell discourses" throw on the final 
events in the life of Jesus? 

5. Compare ~with the synoptic gospels. 



Unit IV, Lecture 10 

Threats to the Christian Community 

I. Three crucial problems: apostasy, heresy, uncharitableness 

II. Apostasy: provoked by pressure and persecution 

A. Hebrews: a response to a trend back to Judaism 
B. Revelation: a violent reaction to Rome's pressure tactics 
C. I Peter: a milder response to Roman persecution 

III. Heresy: provoked by alien ideas 

A. Gnosticism 
B. Docetism 
C. Marcion (died c. 160 A.D.) 
D. -Respo.nse in biblical literature 
E. Emphasis in I John 

IV. Uncha:rita]j'feness: provoked by the"world" remaining within 
Christians · 

A. James on gossip, riches, and status-seeking 
B. I John and Paul on love • 



Hebrews 1-5 
James 
J~o~ 

Unit IV, Discussion 10 

Threats to the Christian Community 

1. How is Christ described in Hebrews 1-5? How is this related 
to the practical aims of the author of the letter? 

2. Notice the definition of religion in James 1:27. What does it 
mean? Is it adequate? 

3. Compare the concept of faith in James with that found in Paul's 
epistles. 

4. What texts does I John use to define a true Christian? Consider 
the apparent conflict between the statements about sin in 1:6-8 
and in 3:8-9. 

5. What should a Christian's attitude and response be to the civil 
authority? Consider the varying points of view in the New 
Testament on this subject (Revelation, I Peter, Romans 13, 
Matthew 22:21). 



I. 

II. 

Unit IV, Lecture 11 

The Church Develops its Institutions 

The dynamic "first generation" church 

A. The witness of love and fellowship 
B. Eschatological urgency 
c. Informality of structure 

1. Charismatic leadership 
2. Settled officers in response to community needs 

The problems of the "second generation" church 

A. To continue a vital witness in the absence of apostles and 
eye-witnesses 

B. To curtail dangerous developments within the church 

1. Official canon to counter new "scriptures" 
2. Official creed to counter dangerous interpretations of 

canonical texts 
3. Apostolic tradition in the hands of the bishop to counter 

"secret tradition··from Jesus" 
4. Elected officers to counter extremists' claims to possess 

the charisma 

c. To meet intellectual and psychological threats from Roman 
persecution 

1. Answers by "Apologists" to pagan charges against 
Chris tia.ni ty 

2. The church's treatment of Christians who lapsed under 
persecution 

III. The transition from persecuted sect to official religion of the 
Empire 

A. Variations in Roman policy from Nero to Constantine {A.D. 
64-313) 

B. The changed character of the Christian church 



Unit IV, Discussion 11 

Institutions of the Christian Church 

Bettenson, Documents of the Christian Church 

I a, b, c, pp. 3-7 
III k, 1, m, n, pp. 22-27 
I a, b, II a, b, c, pp. 34-37 
III, p. 40-41 
VII, a, b, c, d, pp. 49-57 
I, II, III, IV, pp. 88-95 

1. Point out some of the pagan charges against or impressions of 
Christians and Christianity. 

2. Analyze the Edict of Milan. What seems to have motivated Con
stantine in his decision to grant Christianity toleration? What 
rights did this edict grant the church? How did Constantine's 
favors to the church grow during the next eight years? 

. 3. In the "Old Roman Creed" notice 'the emphasis on the manhood and 
the death of Jesus. What heresy does this seem to be designed 
to combat? Compare the selections in Bettenson, pp. 49-57. 

4. The "Creed of Nicea" was written to combat another unsatisfactory 
theology. What would you gather, by reading the creed, were the 
main points of the unsatisfactory position? ~ompare again the 
selections in pp. 49-57. 

5. In what ways does the worship described in Bettenson, pp. 88-95, 
resemb'l.e or differ from Christian or Jewish worship with which 
you are familiar1 Does the sacrament of the Lord's Supper appear 
to have been more prominent and frequent than it is in modern 
Christian worship? 



Unit IV, Lecture 12 

End of the Old World and Beginning of the New 

I. Transition to the medieval world 

A. The merging of the intellectual traditions of the ancient 
world in Augustinian thought 

1. As culmination of the Graeco-Roman intellectual tradition 
2. As culmination of the Christian intellectual heritage 

from Paul to Ambrose 
3. As fusion of the two traditions 

B. The seminal greatness of Augustinianism 

1. As a foundation for medieval culture 
2. As a continuous source of intellectual and religious 

ferment 

II. Aurelius Augustinus, 354-430 

A. Life--an intellectual pilgrimage 

1. Early years 
2. Manicheism 
3. Skepticism 
4. Neo-Platonism 
s. Christianity 
6. The monk, the bishop, the interpreter of life 

B. Thought 

1. Truth 
2. Self 
3. God 
4. Faith and reason 
s. World 
6. Evil and sin 
7. Freedom and grace 
a. Destiny 

c. Influence 



UNIT V 

niE MIDDLE AGES AND THE RENAISSANCE 

niE LECTURES 

1. Transfer of Political Power to the West 
2. The Medieval Social and Economic Structure 
3. Empire and Church 
4. Medieval Faith 
5. Medieval Christian Thought 
6. The Medieval Synthesis 
7. · Medieval Church Architecture 
8. The Erosion of the Medieval Ideal 
9. The Mea.ning of the Renaissance 

10. The Scholar i .n Society: . Humanism 
11. The New Nationalism 
12. Renaissance Art 

READING ASSIGNMENTS FOR LECTURE SESSIONS 

1. H&S, Chapter 16, "The Barbarian West, 550-750," and 
Chapter 17, "The First Revival of Western Europe" 

2. H&S, Chapter 18, "The Emergence of the Feudal and 
Manorial Systems," and Chapter 21, "The Rise of Feudal Monarchy 
in England" 

3. H&S, Chapter 19, "Germany and Italy: The Holy Roman Empire to 
1273," andChapter 20, "The Emergence of Feudal Monarchy in France 
and Spain." Cf. {optional) McNeill, J.T., Makers of the Christian 
Tradition, Chapter III, "Papal Rulers of the West." 

4. H&S, Chapter 22, "The Revival and Triumph of the Church," and 
Chapter 23, "The Expansion of Europe." Cf. (optional) McNeill, J.T., 
Makers of the Christian Tradition, Chapter IV, "Brothers and 
Sisters of the Poor," 71-85. 

5. McNeill, J.T., Makers of the Christian Tradition, Chapter v, 
"The Glorious Company of Teachers," 101-125 

6. H&S, Chapter 24, "Intellectual, Literary, and Artistic Achievements," 
275-281, and McNeill, J.T., Makers of the Christian Tradition, 
Chapter V, "The Glorious Company of Teachers," 125-136 

7. H&S, Chapter 24, "Intellectual, Literary, and Artistic Achievements," 
281-291. Cf. {optional) Gardiner, H., Art Through the Ages, 
228-238, "Romanesque," 243-253, "Gothic," and 254-260, "High 
Gothic." 

8. H&S, Chapter 25, "Political, Economic, and Social Tensions," and 
Chapter ·26, "The Decline of the Church" 

9. H&S, Chapter 29, "The Italia.n Renaissance" 
10. H&S, Chapter 30, "The Northern Renaissance," and McNeill, J.T., 

Makers of the Christian Tradition, Chapter V, "The Glorious 
Company of Teachers," 136-142 

11. H&S, Chapter 27, "The Rise of National States," and Chapter 28, 
"The Rise of Modern Capitalism" 

12. Gardiner, H., Art Through the Ages, 9, 23, and 312-314, and 
324-329, and 342-362. Look at all the pictures and captions from 
287-397. 



THE COLLOQUIA 

1. Two Ways of Life 
Augustine, City of God, Readings, V-1-lff. 
Einhard, "Life of Charlemagne," HWC I, 279-295, especially 
sections I, II, III, XI, XVIII, XIX, XXIV-XXVII 

2. Magna Carta - Landmark of Liberty? 
Magna Carta, HWC I, 325-331 
Feudal Documents, Readings, V-2-lff. 

3. Sword and Crozier 
Writings on Church and State: HWC I, 340-349; Readings, V-3-lff. 

4. The Structure of Piety 
Eugenius IV, Exultate Deo, Readings, V-4-lff. 
Examples of excommunication and interdict, Readings, V-4-Sff. 
Benedict of Nursia, The Rule, HWC I, 273-279 

s. The Medieval Spirit 
"The Life of St. Bernard," Readings, V-5-lff. 
"The Little Flowers of Saint Francis," HWC I, 332-340 
"The Rule and Will of Saint Francis," Readings, V-5-4f. 

6. Scholasticism--Thomas Aquinas 

7. The 

a. The 

Summa Contra Gentiles: Bk. I, Chapters 3-7 {HWC I, 349-355} 
Bk. III, Part I, Chapters 1 and 37; 
Bk. IV, Chapter 54. {Readings, V-6-lff.} 

Summa Theologica: First Part of the Second Part, Q. 91, 
articles 1-4. (Readings V-6-7ff.) 

Divine Comedy 
Dante, Inferno, Cantos 1-16 

Di_vine Comedy 
Da.nte, Inferno, Cantos 17-34 

9. The Renaissance Man 
Vasari, Lives of the Painters, Readings, VI-1-lff. 
Cellini, AutobioQraphy, HWC II, 21-34 

10. Renaissance Humanism 
Petrarca, "The Ascent of Mont Ventou;" Cassirer, tlll"t 
The Renaissance Philosophy of Man, pp. 36-46 
Pico della Mirandola, "On the Dignity of Man," HWC II, 6-9 -
Erasmus, The Praise of Folly, HWC II, 34-45 

11. England Through the Eyes of Shakespeare 
Shakespeare, Richard II 

12. Collection 



Unit v, Lecture 1 

Transfer of Political Power to the West 

I. The later Roman Empire 

A. Features of -the last centuries of the empire 
B. Coming of the Germans 

1. Role of German generals in the army and in the palace 
2. Wholesale migrations: coming of the Visigoths 
3. Other break-throughs: Huns, Vandals, Suevi, Ostrogoths, 

Burgundians, Allemands, and FranK5:.; 
4. Deposition of Romulus (476) by Odovaker; Theodoric 

II. New pattems.of government · (fifth to eighth centuries) 

A. Merovingian Gaul--a new kind of kingship, local government, 
and taxation, part Roman, part Germanic · 

B. Constantinople--continuation of the Roman traditions in a 
Greek and Christian setting 

C. Justinian's attempt to reconquer the West; Belisarius, Narses 
D. The Papacy as heir to Imperial claims 
E. The rise of the carolingians 
F. The new admixture of Roman traditions, Germanic blood 

and Christian doctrine 

III. Charlemagne 

A. His character, administration, renaissance, and empire 
B. The German drang nach Osten 



Unit V, Discussion 1 

Two Ways of Life 

Augustine, City of God, Readings, V-1-lff. 
Einhard, "Life of Charlemagne, HWC I, 279-295, especially section I, 

II, III, XI, XVIII, XIX, XXIV-XXVII. 

1. How can one explain the facts that the Roman Empire was strong 
while worshipping pagan gods and became weak after turning to 
Christianity? 

2. How does Augustine describe the two "cities" whose conflict gives 
rise to the movements of history? What is the relation of these 
two "cities" to the empire and the church? 

3. Why do men wish to become rulers? What would be a proper motive? 
What should be the basis of loyalty to government? 

4. Is it possible for a man to· change bis love of self to love for 
God by his own volition? 

s. In the thought of Augustine, what role does the Christian church 
play in relation to the coming kingdom of heaven? Would the 
acceptance of this point of view make Christians more radical or 
more conservative in their social attitudes? How should "this 
worldly" and "other worldly" views of the kingdom be related? 

6. Do you think Charlemagne's reading of the City of God had any 
effect on his public policies? 



Unit V, Lecture 2 

The Medieval Social and Ecoriomic Structure 

I. The dissolution of the Carolingian empire 

A. Civil war among the sons of Louis the Pious 
B. Nev1 and devastating invasions: Viking, Arab, and f.iagyar 
c. The breakdown of central government and the rise of dukedoms 

II. Development of feudalism 

A. Roman and Germanic sources 
B. Feudalism--the military and governmental aspects of medieval 

society 

1. The feudal contract: mutual duties of lord and vassal 
2. Terminology of the ~elationships between free men 

c. Manorialism--the economic aspect of feudalism 

1. The plan of the i"ledieval manor 
2. Relationships, obligations and duties between the 

lord of the manor and his unfree tenants 

III. The rise of the medieval town 

A. Conflicting theories of town or1g1ns 
B. Pirenne's theory--the trade theory 
c. Freedoms acquired by charter 
D. The difference between town, commune, and city 

IV. The emergence of feudal kingdoms 

A. Kingdoms which become hereditary: France, England 
B. Kingdoms which remain elective: Germany, Italy 
c. The development of Parliament, States General, and diets 



Unit V, Discussion 2 

Magna Carta - Landmark of Liberty? 

Magna Carta, HWC I, 325-331. 
Feudal Documents, Readings, V-2-lff. 

1. What questions concerning the validity of the Magna Carta are raised 
by the fact that the barons forced King John to sign_ it? 

2. In what ways may the Magna Carta be considered a symbol of libery? 
Is it more pf. a feudal .. contract or a Bill of Rights? 

3. What relationship between church and state is suggested in the 
. Magna Carta? 

4. If you lived in a feudal society, would you advocate an increasing 
centralization of power? I~ so, where? 

5. Does the restriction of the authority of the monarch threaten the 
.dissolution of the kingdom? 

6. What privileges and responsibilities accrued to the person who 
commanded himself to a lord? What distinguishes serfdom from 
slavery? 



Unit v, Lecture 3 

Empire and Church 

I. Factors leading to the prominence of the church at Rome 

A. Importance of the city of Rome 
B. Petrine theory and the religious prestige of the Roman see 
c. Political vacuum in the west 
D. Influence of Augustine's City of God 

II. Stages in the growth of medieval papal power 

A. Foundations laid 

1. Leo I (Leo the Great, 440-46} 
2. Gelasius (492-496}: theory of the two swords 
3. Gregory I (Gregory the Great, 590-604} 
4. The papacy and the Franks 

B. Leadership in times of chaos 

1. Nicholas I (858-67): Pseudo-Isidorian decretals 
2. Sylvester II (999-1003) 

c. The eleventh century advance to world power 

1. The crisis of 1046 and imperial domination of the papacy 
2. Movements for reform: The cardinal college 
3. Separation of Eastern and Western churches, 1054 
4. Hildebrand (Gregory VII, 1073-85) 

a. Demand for clerical celibacy 
b. Investiture controversy: struggle with Henry IV 
c. The Dictatus Papae (Dictate of the Pope) 

D. The summit of papal power: Innocent III (1198-1216) and his 
successors 

E. The decline of papal power 

1. Factors in the decline 
2. Boniface VIII (1294-1303) 
3. The "Babylonian Captivity" 



Unit v, Discussion 3 

Sword and Crozier 

Writings on Church and State: HWC I, 340-349; Readings, V-3-lff. 

1. List:rmsons in favor of clerical celibacy in the time of Gregory 
VII. Are these reasons valid today? 

2. What issues were involved in the dispute over investitures? Why 
was the matter so important to the pope and to the emperor? 
Interpret the relationship between Emperor Henry IV and Pope 
Gregory VII by using the theory of the "two swords". 

3. Is it important to guarantee the freedom and independence of the 
church, even if it takes a stand contrary to public policy? 

4. Indicate the dangers involved in the deposition and banning of 
Henry IV by Gregory VII. Who was the victor in the struggle? 

s. What political, ecclesiastical and social effects could be expected 
from the use of principles of government which were declared by 
Gregory VII in the Dictate of the Pope? 

6. The aims of Gregory VII were to reform the church and to build a 
Christian society. What do you think of Gregory's purposes and 
methods? What are the proper ways the church can use to bring 
about a Christian society? 



Unit V, Lecture 4 

Medieval Faith 

I~. The medieval perspective 

A. The boundaries of the medieval outlook 
B. The pre-eminence of the church 

II. Religious life as directed by the .church 

A. The sacraments 

1. Baptism 
2. Confirmation 
3. ·Eucharist 
4. Penance 
s. Extreme ~nction 
6. ·· Marriage 
7. Ordination 

B. The organization of the church 

1. The clergy: regular and secular 

a. Monasticism 

1) The monastic ideal 
2) The chief orders: Benedictine, Cluniac, 

Cistercian 
3) The friars: Dominican, Franciscan 
4) The decline of the other-worldly ideal 

b. The secular hierarchy 

1) The Papal curia 
2) Administrative divisions 

c. The discipline of church members--penance, excommunication, 
interdict, canon law, ecclesiastical courts 

D. The religion of the common man 



Unit V, Discussion 4 

The Structure of Piety 

Eugenius IV, Exultate Deo, Readings, V-4-lff. 
Examples of excommunication and interdict, Readings, V-4-Sff. 
Benedict of Nursia, The Rule, HWC I, 273-279 

1. What are the seven sacraments? Are all the sacraments relevant to 
every good catholic christian? 

2. What is the purpose of each of the sacraments? Which sacraments 
cannot be repeated? Why not? Distinguish the material, form and 
ministrant of each sacrament. If communicants receive only the bread 
and not the wine, when they partake of communion at the Mass, are 
they receiving only partial communion1 Explain. 

3. What do you think would be the psychological effect of being 
excommunicated? What would be the effect of excommunication upon 
the excommunicated person's social, civic and economic relationships? 
What is your opinion about the use of ecclesiastical penalties subh 
as the interdict for secular purposes? 

4. How important, do you believe, were the sacraments to the structure 
and power of the medieval church? to the piety of the individual 
believer? How valuable do you feel they are today? How many 
sacraments do you believe a church should have? 

s. The basic monastic vows were of poverty, chastity ,and obedience. 
How relevant are they to basic temptations of a man's life? 

6. List the steps on the ladder of humility. How do they point to the 
ideal of monastic life? What is the result of climbing the ladder 
of humility? How does your reading from the Rule of St. Benedict 
illustrate to you why Benedict was called an exponent of moderate 
asceticism? What indications did you find in your readings to 
illustrate how Benedict made monasticism into a constructive force 
in western society? 



Unit V, Lecture 5 

t~dieval Christian Thought 

I. Themes and problems in Medieval Christian thought 

A. Nature and supernature 
B. Reason -and faith 
c. Law _and grace 
D. Creation, fall and redemption 
E. Realism and nominalism 
F. · . Platonism and Aristotleanism 

II. The development of Christian philosophy 

-A. Augustine 

1. "I believe in order to understand" 
2. The "inner" way to God 

B. Anselm 

1. Christian "rationalism" 
2. The ontological proofs of the existence of God 
3. Cur . Deus Homo? 

c. Abelard 

1. Nominalism 
2. Importance of intention in ethics 
3. "Subjective" theory of atonement 



Unit V, Discussion 5 

The Medieval Spirit 

"The Life of St. Bernard,: Readings, V-5-lff. 
"The Little Flowers of Saint Francis," HWC I, 332-340. 
"The Rule and Will of Saint Francis," Readings, V-5-4f. 

1. Why do you think St. Francis regarded poverty so highly? Does he 
have an attitude of "otherworldiness"? Is his attitude dangerous 
or healthy for the individual? for the social order? 

2. Would you describe St. Francis as a mystic? If so, characterize 
his mysticism. Did his contemplation make him more or less 
sensitive to the world about him? 

3. What was St. Francis' understanding of discipleship? 

4. When St. Francis contemplates the passion of Christ, what aspect 
of the passion strikes him as fundamental? 

s. How is St. Bernard's understanding of Christian perfection like 
that of St. Francis? How is it unlike St. Francis' understanding? 



Unit V, Lecture 6 

The Medieval Synthesis 

I. The impact of Aristotlelianism 

II. 

A. The Islamic and Jewish Aristotleliaris 
B. The introduction of Aristotle into the West 
c. The Latin Averroists 
o. Reaction against Aristotelianism 
E. The attitude of Aquinas towards Aristotle 

The Thomistic synthesis 

A. Nature and grace 
B. Faith and reason 
c. The existence of God 
D. The nature of God 
E. Creation 

III. Some critical questions about the Thomistic synthesis 

IV. The medieval synthesis in the writings of Dante 



Unit v, Discussion 6 

Scholasticism--Thomas Aquinas 

Summa Contra Gentiles: Bk. I, chs. 3-7 (HWC I, 349-355)* 
Bk. III, pt. I, chs. 1 and 37; Bk. IV ch. 54. 
(Readings, V-6-lff.) 

Summa Theologica: First Part of the Second Part, Q. 91, articles 1-4 
(Readings V-6-7ff.) 

1. Aquinas speaks of divine truth which natural reason can attain and 
divine truth which natural reason cannot attain. What questions 
about these two sorts of truth and about their relation does he 
raise, and how does he answer these questions? 

2. In what sense is Aquinas trying to argue, in s.c.G. I, 6 (HWC, 353-
355). for the "reasonableness" of Christian faith? How \'.Jell does 
he succeed? 

3. What does Aquinas mean in saying that God is the "Maker and Lord" 
and the ''End and Ruler" of all things? "Of course, the result of 
this rule" (rule of God) "is manifested differently in different 
beings, depending on the diversity of their natures." Explain. 

4 . What does Aquinas hold to be the ultimate human good? How does he 
argue for his view? What does he hold to be the relation of other 
human goods to the ultimate one? Compare Aquinas' view of the 
ultimate good with the view of Aristotle, and with views 
found in the Bible. 

s. According to Aquinas, what things were accomplished by the Incar
nation? 

6. What does Aquinas understand to be the nature of eternal law, 
natural law, human law and divine law? How are the four related? 
What parallels can you find in the selection on divine truth from 
The Summa Contra Gentiles and the selection on law from the Sum~a 
.!h_eologica? 

:.H;Please note the following correction in the first sentence of 
chapter VI, page 353 of HWC: For "of which reasons affords proof,:: 
read 11of which reason affords !!2. proof." 



Unit v, Lecture 7 

Medieval Church Architecture 

I. The significance of cathedral construction for the medieval 
church 

A. Symbol of the church's place in society 
B. Communal nature of cathedral construction 
c. Relation of architecture to theology 

II. Types of medieval church architecture 

A. Precursors of medieval cathedrals 

1. Roman basilica as source of styl~ and materials for early 
churches 

2. Byzantine adaptations of Roman basilica: use of Greek 
cross, pendentive domes, mosaic decorations, iconostasis 

B. Romanesque 

1. Problems: space, circulation of pilgrims, fire, light 
2. Basic plan--based on the Latin cross 
3. Structural features: round arch, round vault, barrel 

vault, cross vault, thick walls, small windows 
4. Esthetic acievement 
s. Character of Romanesque sculpture and decoration 

c. Gothic 

1. Structural features: ribbed vault, pointed vault, 
clustered column, flying buttress, stained glass windows 

2. Variant styles of Gothic cathedrals 
3. Nature of Gothic sculpture 

III. The cathedral as the "Bible of the poor" 

A. Iconography 
B. "Picture windows" 
c. The role of symbolism 



Unit v, Discussions 7 and 8 

The Divine Comedy 

7. Dante, Inferno, Cantos 1-16. 
B. Dante, Inferno, Cantos 17-34. 

1. What insights does the Inferno furnish into Dante's own psycho
logical make-up, the mentality of the medieval world, the nature 
of man? 

2. Why was Virgil made Dante's guide? 

3. "Hell is _living in a situation which we create for ourselves!" 
Evaluate this statement from Dante's perspective. 

4. Into what basic categories does Dante divide sins? What 
criticisms would you make of &is order? What basic problem is 
raised by the attempt to establish degrees of sin? 

s. What is the religious significance of hell for Dante? How, if 
at all, are the following treated by Dante? 

a. The justice of God 
b. Dualistic understanding of life (God versus the Devil) 
c. The sesire to obtain revenge on one's enemies 
d. Remedial punishment 
e. Motivation forethical conduct 
f. Performing satisfaction for sins 

6. Which character would you most wish to release from hell? 
Which character tells the most interesting story? 



Unit V, Lecture 8 

The Erosion of the Medieval Ideal 

I. Challenges to the unity of thought 

A. Nominalism 
B. Renaissance criticism 
C. New experience 

II. Challenges to the church's institutional unity 

A. The Babylonian Captivity 
B. The Great Schism 
c. Conciliar theory and action 

III. Challenges to the unity of the Christian empire 

A. Popes versus emperors 
B. Rising monarchies 
C. Local control of religion 

IV. Challenges to unity in piety 

A. Mysticism 
B. Corruption 
c. Frustrated reform 
D. Exp~oited orthodoxy 



.:' !, ···. 

I, ' 

Unit v, Lecture 9 

-The Meaning of the Renaissance 

I. Introduction _ 

A. The "Renaissance" scarcely a period of "rebirth" 

1. The Middle Ages not completely dark 
2. Learning not actually born anew 

B. An era of "intellectual quickening" 

II. The Renaissance as a part of a general ferment 

A. A period of economic change: the Commercial Revolution 

1. The age of discovery, exploration, and colonization 
2. The expansion of trade, the use of money in exchange, 

and the growth of banking 

B. A period of political change: the rise of nationalism 
c. A period of religious change: the Reformation 
D. A period of intellectual change: the Renaissance 

III. Man's interests during the Renaissance 

IV. 

A. The shift from the Medieval religious emphasis 

1. The Commercial Revolution as evidence of interest in 
material things 

2. The Reformation's unintended secular emphasis 
3. The invention of printing: scholarship outside the church 

B. The development of i .ndividualism 

I. The role of Petrarch and Erasmus 
2. The growth of the spirit of confident inquiry: 

Copernicus and Galileo 
3. Confident self-expression in art 

c. Traits of Renaissance man 

The aspects of the Renaissance 

A. Regressive and progressive aspects 

1. Looking backward toward Greece and Rome 
2. Looking forward toward the modern era 

B. Medieval aspects 
c. Modern aspects 



Unit v, Discussion 9 

The Renaissance Man 

Vasari, Lives of the Painters, Readings, VI-1-lff. 
Cellini, Autobiography, HWC I~, 21-34. 

1. Vasari records a succession of incomplete works started by 
Leonardo da Vinci. Why then is Leonardo deemed a genius? How 
can he be judged "the complete man of the Renaissance"? 

2. In what ways does this sketch of Leonardo reveal Vasari as a 
man of the Renaissance? 

3. How did striving for perfection help and hinder Leonardo's 
work? 

4. Do you 
ment? 
birth? 
Should 

think Cellini is 'more proud of birth or of accomplish
For a man of the Renaissance how important was noble 

What advantages or disadvantages does this have today? 
one be humble about one's achievements? 

s. Who were some of Cellini's teachers? How would you describe 
his attitude toward them, toward his rivals, and toward his 
patrons? 

6. What are some of the characteristics which distinguish a 
Renaissance man from a Medieval or a Modern man? 



Unit V ; · Lecture to 

The Scholar in Society: Humanism 

I. Humanism 

A. The term defined 
B. The phenomenon and its antecedents 

II. Differences between Nor'thern and Southern Humanism 

III. Southern (Italian) Humanism and its exponents 

A. Among the poets 

1. Petrarch (b. 1304) 
Boccacio (b. 1313) 

B. Me n in search of manuscripts 
c. The revival of Greek letter's 

1. Pilatus, Chrysoloras, Bessarion, Pletho 
2. Academy and patrons at Florence 

D. Status of scholars and scholarship in society 

1. Contributions of the M~dici 
2. Changing attitudes toward learning 
3. Changing attitudes toward the church 

a. The humanistic popes 
b. Lorenzo Valla and the critical spirit 

IV. Northern Humanism 

A. The effect of mass printing 
B. Early scholars in the North 
C. Humanism and the Reformation 
D. Outstanding representatives 

1. Reuchlin 
2. Co let 
3. Erasmus 
4. Thomas More 
5. Rabelais 



Unit V, Discussion 10 

Renaissance Humanism 

Petrarca, "The Ascent of Mont Ventous," Cassirer, et al., 
The Renaissance Philosophy of Man, pp. 36-46 

Pico della Mirandola, On the Dignity of Man, HWC II, 6-9 
Erasmus, The Praise of Folly, HWC II, 34-45 

1. What lessons does Petrarch derive from his climb up Mont 
Ventoux? \vhat does the account reveal about Petrarca as an 
example of "Renaissance Man?" 

2. Compare Petrarca's view of human nature with that of Pico. 
Which is furtber removed frmm medieval ideas?- How so? 

3. According to Erasmus, what prevents Reason from guiding men 
to proper action? What is Erasmus' estimate of women? 

4. List the foremost instances of Folly among men. What 
particular follies are found among persons of royalty? Among 
the ecclesiastical authorities? What do you take to be 
E:t:asmus' purpose i.n Praise of Folly? Compare his view with 
Pico's. 



I· 

Unit v, Lecture 11 

The New Nationalism 

I. The meaning of nationalism 

II. The origin of the national state 

A. Ancient beginnings 

1. The Jewish tribal confederation 
2. The Athenian city-state 
3. The Roman Empire 

B. The feudal system inadequate as a system of government 
c. The rise of national consciousness 

1. The significance of Joan of Arc 
2. Popularity of the Tudors 
3. Pride in the achievements of Charles V, Francis I, 

Prince Henry the Navigator 

III. The national spirit reflected in Shakespeare 

A. Interest in British origins: King Lear and Mr.cbeth 
B. The historical dramas 

1. From King John to Henrv VIII 
2. The call to national fervor strong in Richard II, 

Henry IV, Henry V 

IV. The tragedies transcend nationalism 

A. Universal themes 
B. Analysis of character 



Unit v, Discussion 11 

England Through the Eyes of Shakespeare 

Shakespeare, Richard II 

1. Why was Bolingbroke exiled? 

2. Why did John of Gaunt and the Duke of York show loyalty to 
Richard II despite his abuses? 

3. What abuses by Richard II opened the way for Bolingbroke's 
rebellion? 

· 4. Compare the concepts of kingship held by the Duke of York, 
Richard II, Bolingbroke, and the Bishop of Carlisle. 

s. Do you feel that Shakespeare sympathizes with Richard II? 



Unit v, Lecture 12 

Renaissance Art 

I. The medieval background of renaissance art 

II. The Byzantine background of renaissance art 

III. Aspects of renaissance art 

IV. 

v. 

VI. 

A. The rediscovery of classical culture 
B. The economic factors in esthetics 
c. The technical discoveries 
D. Religious and secular usages 

The Italian Renaissance: contributions 

A. Siena 
B. Florence 
c. Rome 
D. Venice 

The Northern Renaissance 

A. The Low Countries 
B. Germany 

The transformation of renaissance style 

A. Renaissance 
B. Mannerism 
c. Baroque 

from the cities of Italy 



UNIT VI 

THE REFORMATION AND THE EMERGENCE OF THE MODERN MIND 

THE LECTURES 

1. Martin Luther and Religious Freedom 
2. John Calvin: Reformed Theologian 
3. The English Reformation . 
4. Types of Christianity after the Reformation 
5. Religious Wars and the Emergence' of the National State 
6. The Rise of Modern Science 
7. Rationalism and Empiricism 
8. The Age of Absolutism and the Divine Right of Kings 
9. Constitutionalism versus Absolutism 

10. The Baroque in Art and Music 

READING ASSIGNMENTS FOR LECTURE SESSIONS 

1. H&S, Chapter 31, "The Protestant Reformation" 
2. McNeill, J. T.,. t>fakers of the. Cliristian Tradition, Chapter VII, 

"The Goodly Fellowship of the Reformers" 
3. H&S, Chapter 34, "The Climax and Decline of Absolutism in England" 
4. H&S, Chapter 32, "The Roman Catholic Reformation," 372-376 

McNeill, J.T., Makers of the Christian Tradition, Chapter IX, 
231-241 

5. H&S, Chapter 32, "The Roman Catholic Reformation," 376-382 
6. Butterfield, H., The Origins of Modern Science, Chapter 4, 

"The Downfall of Aristotle and Ptolemy," and Chapter 5, 
"The Experimental Method in the 17th Century" 

7. Randall, J.H., Jr., The Making of the Modern Mind, Chapter XI, 
"The Newtonian World-Machine" 

8. H&S, Chapter 33, "The Dominance of France: The Age of Louis XIV," 
and Chapter 37, "Literature, the Arts, and Religion, 11 433-434 

9. H&S, Chapter 34, "The Climax and Decline of Absolutism in England11 

10. Gardiner, H., Art Through the Ages, Chapter 10, "Baroque and Rococo" 

OOUOQUIA 

1. "Here I stand": Luther's Case 
Luther, Address to the German Nobility, HWC II, 45-55, and 
Christian Liberty, Readings, VI-5-lff. 

2. John Calvin: Reformed Theologian 
Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, Book III, 

Chapter VII, "Summary of the Christian Life. Self Denial" 
and Chapter X, "The Right Use of the Present Life and its 
Supports," and Book IV, Chapter XX, "On Civil Government," 
Readings, VI-6-lff. 

3. Richard Hooker, Anglican, and John Bunyan, Puritan 
Richard Hooker, Of the Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity, CSB, 

Volume I, 1st edition, 532-539, 3rd edition, 759-766 
John Bunyan, Pilgrim's Progress. Read up to Christia.n's 

arrival at the house of Prudence, Piety, and Charity. 



4 . The Counter-Reforma tion 
Bettenson, Documents of the Christian Church, 363-366 
The Canons and Decrees of the C...9uncil of Tr~, HWC II, 69-77 

5. Realism in Politics 
Machiavelli, The Prince, HWC II, 9-21 

6. The Scientific Approach 
Bacon, The Great Instauration, HWC II, 82-90 
Galilee, Dia logue on the Two Chief Systems of the World, 

~' old edition, 557-559 and 573-584 

7. The Problem of Knowing 
Descartes, Discourse on Method, HWC II, 90-102 

B. Ethics of Court Life 
Moliere, The Misanthrope, in Eight Plays, 221-284 

9. The Contract Theory 
Hobbes, Leviathan, HWC II, 103-112 
Locke, Of Civil Government, HWC -II, 130-141 

10. Collection 



, J.Jni t . VI, Lecture l 

Martin Luther ' and Religions· Freedom 

I. Background of the Reforma·tion in Germany 

A. Political disunity 
B. Social unrest 
C. Humanism 
D. Religion 

1. ,Secularization of the church 
2. Superstition 
3. Personal piety 

II. Martin Luther (1483-1546) 

A. Early life and education 
B. The monk and his conscience 
c. Preacher and professor 
D. The problem of indulgences 
B. The Ninety-five Theses 
F. The Leipzig debate 
G. Treatises of 1520 
H. Condemnation by the church 
I. Condemnation by the state: Diet of \'lorms 
J. His protector·:. Frederick, Elector~" of Saxony 
K. Wartburg experience 
L. Implications of the movement 

III. Basic Reformation emphases 

A. Justification by faith 
B. Authority of the Scriptures 
c. Universal priesthood of believers 
D. The vocation of the Christian believer 



Unit VI, Discussion 1 

"Here I stand": Luther's Case 

Luther, Address to the German Nobility, HWC II, 45-55 
Christian Liberty, Readings, VI-5-lff. 

1. What circumstances led Luther to nail his 95 theses to the door 
of the Castle Church at Wittenberg? 

2. Explain Luther's justification of penance and his indictment of 
papal indulgences. What is true contrition? 

3. Re-state Luther's "three walls of the Romanists". 

4. How did Luther attack the "first wall"? What were the religious 
and political results of this attack? 

5. How can the Christian man be both free and bound? 

6. What is disinterested love? Can a man serve his neighbor while 
seeking credit with God for the performance of the service? 

7. How did Luther find release from this vicious circle? 

8. State and evaluate the basic elements of Luther's case. 



Unit VI, Lecture 2 

John Calvin: Reformed Theologian 

I. The man 

A. Youth and education 
B. Conversion and writing of the Institutes of the Christian 

Religion 
c. Farel and the first Geneva experience 
D. Strasburg interlude and marriage 
E. Return to Geneva 

II. The theologian 

A. Theological ancestry 
B. Some central doc~nes 

III. The statesman 

A. Church and state under God 
B. Political, economic,educational and social concerns 

IV. The international reformer-~the significance of Calvin 

A. Outstanding second-generation reformer 

1. His ecumenical concern 
2. His intellectual influence 

B. Influence of Calvinism 



Unit VI, Discussion 2 

John Calvin: Reformed Theologian 

Calvin, Institues of the Christian Religion, Book, III, Ch. VII, 
"Summary of the Christian Life. Self Denial" and Ch. X, 
"The Right Use of the Present Life and its Supports," and 
Book IV, _ Ch. XX, "On Civil Government," Readings, VI-6-lfi. 

1. According to Calvin how does the relationship of man to God 
determine what man's proper actions are? If a man does not 
belong to God, to what then does he belong? What difference 
does it make whether he does belong to God or not? 

2. For Calvin the sovereignty of God means that we have "to do 
w ith God every moment" of our life (VI-6-2). Does this restrain 

a man or make him more free? If so, from what does this fact 
restrain a man? 

3. Will Herberg, an American sociologist of religion, has re
ported that most Americans (as indicated in a survey) believe 
that they actually fulfill the law of "love they neighbor as 
thyself" in the.i:r: daily lives. Calvin {VI-6-2) says it is an 
extremely difficult thing to do. Are Americans moral geniuses 
or is Calvin wrong? What do you think? 

4. What responsibility comes with the special advantages that 
life has brought to us? Do you agree with Calvin on how 
charity should be dispensed? {VI-6-3) 

s. Is Calvin puritanical? What is the difference between a jog 
and one's vocationl In Calvin's thought what relation does 
the idea of vocation bear to the sovereignty of God? to 
the fulfillment of a man's essential selfhood? 

6. What forms of civil government does Calvin recognize? Which 
does he preferl Compare with the analyses of Aristotle, 
Plato and Polybius. Is it inconsistent that a man who believes 
in the sovereignty of God should have a high regard for 
democracy? Explain. 

7. Does Calvin permit revolution? What recourse do men have 
when evil rulers oppress them? 



Unit VI, Lecture 3 

The English Reformation 

I • . The ropts of the . English . refo~atiqn 

A. John Wycliffe (1330-1384) 
B. John Hus (1369-1415) 
C. The Continental reformation 

II. Engl~nd :under the: TJldors {1485~1603) 
. ' ·.. . . . . . " 

A. Reign of Henry VIII {1509-1547) 

B. 
c. 
D. 

1. His government 
2. His "divorce" 
3. The Henrican reformation 

Edward VI (1547-1553): 
Mary Tudor (1553-1558): 
Elizabeth (1558-1603) 

the Protestant triumph 
Catholic reaction 

1. The Elizabethan Settlement 
2. Opposition to the Settlement 

III. James and Charles Stuart (1603-1640) 

A. The divine right of kings 
B. Puritans and Parliament 

IV. The Civil War and Oliver Cromwell 

v. The Restoration 

A. The establishment of religion 
B. The "Glorious Revolution" 



Unit VI, Discussion 3 

Richard Hooker, Anglican, and John Bunyan, Puritan 

Richard Hooker, Of the Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity, ~~ Volume I, 
1st edition, 532-539, 3rd edition, 759-766. 

John Bunyan, Pilgrim's Progress. Read up to Christian's arrival 
at the house of Prudence, Piety, and Charity. 

1. Compare the approaches to Christianity of Bunyan and of Hooker. 

2. What is Bunyan's view of formality in religion? 

3. What seems to be Hooker's opinion of an individual's ability 
to find God's will on · his own in Scripture? 

4. What defence does Hooker offer of the menarch's heading the 
Church of England? 

5. What is there about the Puritan approach to life -- as seen 
in Bunyan -- that seems positive to you; what that seems 
negative? 

6. What three criteria does Hooker suggest for the church's 
doctrine and practice? Would Bunyan and the Puritans agree? 
How or how not? 



.. _ Unit VI, Lecture 4 

Types of Christianity after the Reformation 

I. Types of Prot~stant churches ... ; ' 

A. The chur-ch type 

1. Inclusive and national 
2. Erastianism 
3. Christian _nurture 

B. The sect type 

1. Exclusive and gathered 
.2. Autonomy 
3. Conversion 

c. The denomination 

1. The voluntary principle 

a. English toleration and non-conformity 
b. American experience 
c. An expanding sphere 

2 • . _l'he "second generation" 
3. A blend of "church" and "sect" 

II. A reformation in Roman Catholicism 

A. "Counter Reformation" or "Catholic Reformation"? 
B. New movements invigorate Roman Christianity 

1. Ignatius Loyola and the Society of Jesus 
2. Intensity of devotional life 

c. The Council of Trent (1545-63) 

1. The "birth" of modern Roman Catholicism 
2. A hardening of the lines and of attitudes 

D. The map of Europe 

III. Eastern Orthodoxy 

A. Life under a crescent cloud or a tsar 
B. Relative separation from the Western controversy 
C. Uniqueness and potential 



Unit VI, Discussion 4 

The Counter-Reformation 

Bettenson, Documents of the Christian Church, 363-366 
The Canons and Decrees of the Council of Trent, HWC II, 69-77 

1. For what reason should a good Jesuit be willing to call white 
black if the church shall have defined it to be black? What 
theological presuppositions do you find here? What view of 
the individual? 

2. Compare the view of the Council of Trent on scripture and 
tradition with that of Luther. What similarities do you find? 
What differences? What other doctrines lie behind the view of 
Trent on this subject? Which doctrines are in turn supported 
by this view? 

~ . Make a note of at least three specific points in The Canons and 
Decrees of the Council of Trent which are directed at Protestant 
emphases. Against what Protestant group might each of the 
points be especially directed? 

4. In what ways did the Council of Trent deal with the moral abuses 
in the church which had offended men such as Erasmus, who 
sought reform while remaining fa i thful to Rome. 



Unit VI, Lecture 5 

Religious Wars and the Emergence of the National State 

I. Europe at the end of the Middle Ages 

II. The rise of the new monarchies 

III. Charles V and · the religious wars in Germariy, 1530-1555 

A. Protestant vs. Catholic in the Empire 
B. The Peace of Augsburg, 1555 

IV. Philip II and the Counter Reformation 

V • . Religious conflict inEngland, 1559-1649 

A. The Puritan movemen~ 
B. Conflict with Spain 

VI. The Wars of Religion in France, 1560-1589 

A. Background of the struggle 
B. Eight civil wars 
c. Henry of Navarre and the Edict of Nantes 

VII. The Dutch revolt against Spain, 1567-1648 

A. William the Silent 
B. The emergence of the United Provinces 
C. Holland and her allies 

VIII. The Thirty Years' War, 1618-1648 

A. Bohemian phase, 1618-1625 
B. Danish phase, 1625-1629 
c. Swedish phase, 1630-1635 
D. Swedish-French phase, 1635-1648 
E. The Peace of Westphalia, 1648 

IX. The effect of an era of religious wars on Europe 



Unit VI, Discussion 5 

Realism in Politics 

Machiavelli, The Prince, HWC II, 9-21 

1. What is the purpose of this book? 

2. Is this a moral book? 

3. Why does Machiavelli think it is better for a prince to be feared 
than loved? 

4. Does Machivelli's low opinion of man's nature suggest his reasons 
for advocating:an absolute rule? Do believers in democracy have a 
high opinion of man's nature? 

s. Can a head of state follow the ethical code expected of a private 
citizen? 



Unit VI, Lecture 6 

The Rise of Modern Science 

I. Background 

A. Ptolemaic astronomy 
B. Medieval cosmology and physics 

II. The Copernican revolution 

A. Heliocentric hypothesis 
B. Copernicus' reasons for his hypothesis 

III. Kepler's three laws of planetary motion 

A. Planets move in elliptical orbits with sun at one 
focus 

B. As a planet moves, a line from sun to planet sweeps 
out equal areas in equal times 

.c. The squares of the times of revolution of the planets 
are proportional to the cu~s of their average dist
ances from the sun (T2 = KD , where K is a constant, 
i.e., the same for all planets) 

IV. Galileo 

A. Attack on the old physics 
B. Defense of the Copernican hypothesis 
c. Beginnings of a science of mechanics 

V. Bacon and Descartes on scientific method 

VI. Newton 

A. Three laws of motion 

B. 

1. "Bvery body continues in its state of rest, or of 
uniform motion in a right {straight) line, unless 
it is compelled to change that state by forces 
impressed upon it" 

2. "To every action there is always opposed an equal 
reaction" 

3. "The change of motion is proportional to the motive 
force impressed; and is made in the direction of 
the right line in which that force is impressed" 

Gravitation: F = G • m•M 
· o2 

C. Other contributions 
D. Scientific method 

VII. Some consequences of the rise of modern science 



Unit VI, Discussion 6 

The Scientific Approach 

Bacon, The Great Instauration, HWC II, 82-90 
Galileo, Dialogue on the Two Chief Systems of the World, 

~' old edition, 557-559 and 573-584 

1. What is the "ordinary logic" and in what ways does Bacon 
criticize it? What is Bacon's new method? Why does he pro
pose to speak "much more of nature under constraint and vexed"? 
To what extent does his method resemble "modern scientific 
method"? What shortcomings, if any, do you detect in his 
method? 

2. What things are cited by Bacon as obstacles to understanding? 

3. What is meant ·by Bacon's intention "to command nature in 
action"? What does he mean in saying that "man is but the 
servant and interpreter of nature"? 

· 4. What is the point of Sagredus' first two speeches in the 
selection from Galilec:>'s dialogue? 

5. What is at issue in the discussion of stones falling 
from the top of a tower and from the top of a ship's 
mast? What conclusions are reached? 



Unit VI, Lecture 7 

Rationalism and Empiricism 

I. Rationalism 

A. Descarteli 

1. Sketch . of Descartes' career 

a. Misgivings about human knowledge 
b. General reflections on method 
c. Mathematical and scientific work 

2. Reconstruction of hu~an knowledge 

a. 
b •.. 
c. 

d. 
e. 

Doubt as a starting point 
"Cogito, ergo sum" 
Clarity and distinctness as a c~iterion of 
truth 
The existence ·of God 
The extent of the reliability of the senses 

3. Views about substance 

a. God 
b. Minds 
c. Corporeal substance 
d. The problem of mind/body interaction 

B. Rationalism after Descartes 

1. Spinoza 
2. Leibniz 

II. Empiricism 

A. Locke's Essay Concerning Human Understanding 

1. Purpose and method 
2. Our ideas and their origin 

a. Rejection of innate ideas 
b. Ideas of sense and ideas of reflection 
c. Primary qualities and secondary qualities 
d. Simple and complex ideas 

3. The nature and extent of human knowledge 
4. Probability 
s. Some critical questions about Locle'~ views 

B. Empiricism after Locke 

1. Berkeley 
2. Hume 



Unit VI, Discussion 7 

The Problem of Knowing 

Descartes, Discourse on Method, HWC II, 90-102. 

1. What did Descartes find wrong with the history, poetry, 
mathematics and philosophy of his student days? 

2. What, for Descartes, is the main pitfall for human reason? 
How is it to be avoided? How is his view of the nature 
and proper function of reason connected with his view 
that "GoodSense ••• is by nature equal in all men?" 

3. How does Descartes• doubt differ from the doubt of 
skeptics who "doubt for the sake of doubting"? 

4. Explain the line of reasoning by which Descartes tries 
to reconstruct the foundations of human knowledge. Does 
he succeed? 

s. What conclusions does Descartes reach concerning 
the relation of mind (or soul) and body? Evaluate. 



Unit VI, Lecture 8 

The Age of Absolutism arid the Divine Right of Kings 

I. The Rise of Absolutism 

A. Union of kings and middle class in opposition to feudalism 
B. Some effects of the Reformation 

1. The unity of the Christian church broken 
2. Papal authority over secular rulers destroyed 
3. Rulers of northern Europe encouraged to extend their 

authority to religious as well as civil matters · 

II. England in the seventeenth century 

A. Elizabeth I (1558-1603) 
B. James I (1603-1625) 
C. Charles I (1625-1649) 
D. Civil War (1642-1649) 

III. France in the seventeenth century 

A. Political work of Richelieu and Mazarin 
B. Louis XIV (1643-1715) 

IV. Divine right of kings 

A. Scriptural background 

1. Israelite monarchy 
2. Paul's position in Romans 13 

B. Luther's concept of passive obedience 
C. Divine right theory in the seventeenth century 

1. First stated in its stongest form in reply to arguments 
j_u stifying resistance 

2. Examples of divine right theories 

a. James I 
b. Bossuet 



Unit VI, Discussion 8 

Ethics of Court Life 

Moliere, The Misanthrope, in Eight Plays, 221-284 

1. What are the most fundamental differences between Alceste's 
conception of virtue and Philinte's conception of virtue? Do 
these differences imply different views of human nature and 
of man's relation to society? 

2. Which seems more acceptable to you, the position of Alceste or 
that of Philinte? Are there other alternatives more acceptable 
than either? Explain. 

3. Early in the play Alceste says: "Everywhere I find nothing but 
base flattery, injustice, self-interest, deceit, roguery. I 
cannot bear it any longer; I am furious; and my intention is to 
break with all mankind." Do such passages reveal Alceste as a 
"grouch," a comic figure, a moral heiQ,or what? 

4. How would you characterize the quality of Alceste's love for 
Celemene? What does this reveal of the character of Alceste? 

s. Alceste talks a lot about moral virtue. Does he have moral virtue? 

6. What conditions at the court may Moliere have been satirizing? 



Unit VI, Lecture 9 

Constitutionalism versus Absolutism 

I. Hobbes' theory of absolutism 

A. Thomas Hobbes ( 1588-1679), interpreter of. absolutism by 
contract 

B. Leviathan: an application of mechanical principles to 
politics 

.. c. · · Relation to the Puritan Revolution ·( l642-1649l 
D. Political principles 

1. The state of nature 
2. The laws of nature 
3. The social contract 

D. Th~ ri~ht of revqlution? 
•·· E. · Comparison with the divine right theory of absolutism 

II. Locke's concept of constitutionalism 

A. John Locke (1632-1704), interpreter of representative 
government 

B. Of Civil Government, Treatises I and II 
C. Relation to the English revolution of 1688 
D. Locke's refutation of divine right absolutism 
E. Political principles 

1. The state of nature 
2. The basic law of nature 
3. The social contract 

a. Political power 
b. Right of revolution 

4. Basic rights 

a. Equal right of each man to natural freedom 
b. Right of property 



Unit VI, Discussion 9 

The Contract Theory 

Hobbes, Leviathan, HWC II, 103-112. 
Locke, Of Civil Government, HWC II, 130-141. 

1. What was Hobbes' theory of absolutism? of human nature? 

2. Contrast the views of the state of nature and of social contract 
held by Hobbes and Locke. 

3. What is government by consent? 

4. State Locke's view of property. 

5. What are the bases of law in Hobbes and in Locke? Is there a 
time when there is no difference between right and wrong? 

,.. ...• 



Unit VI, Lecture 10 

The Baroque in Art ana Music 

I. What is Baroque? 

A. Various derivations of the word 
B. No longer seen as a decline from Renaissance art but as a 

new form 
c. Its associations with the stage, the absolute monarchy, and 

the counter-reformation 

II. General qualities of Baroque art--sculpture, painting, and 
architecture--as pointed out by W8fflin 

A. A sense of becoming 
B. Restless and dramatic 
c. A sense of movement 
D. A vertical rather than an horizontal feeling in architecture 
E. Expresses emotion 

III. Specific qualities, ..:specially in painting 

A. Painterly 
B. A sense of recession (figures not in the plane of the frame} 
c. A spotlight effect on the dominant figure 
D. Other figures in relative obscurity 

IV. Architectural innovations 

A. Spiral columns, wreathed capitals, broken pediments, domes, 
statues springing from balustrades, painted ceilings 

v. Some great Baroque artists: Bernini, Reubens, Caracci, Cara
vaggio, Velasquez, El Greco, Ribera, Zurbaran, Hals, Rembrandt 

VI. Baroque music 

A. Effort to attain color, brilliance, and contrast 

1. Two keyboards, new and more expressive instruments, 
solo (voice or instruments) versus orchestra 

B. Creation of new forms: fugue, concerto, opera, suite 
C. Some composers: Monteverdi, Buxtehude, Pachelbel, Vivaldi 

Lully, Rameau, Scarlatti, Bach, Handel 



UNIT VII 

THE EIGHTEENTH AND THE NINETEENnt CENTURIES 

1. The Enlightenment 
2 • . Kant 

THE LECTURES 

3. The Fall of the Old Regime 
4. Utilitaria.n Ethics 
5. The Triumph of Nationalism and Imperialism 
6. The Romantic Poet and Religious Experience 
7. The Nineteenth Century's New World in Religion 
8. Adam Smith: The Apostle of Laissez-faire 
9. Karl Marx: The Challenge to Capitalism 

10. Evolution 

READING ASSIGNMENTS FOR LECTURE SESSIONS 

NOTE: ··In general, an effort has been made to correlate the readings 
in H&S with the lectures. Since the sequence of lectures is 
sometimes partly topical rather than purely chronological, 
the assigned readings in H&S do not always come in the order 
in which they occur in the book. You may find it helpful 
also to read straight through H&S from Chapter 35 through 
Chapter 51. 

1. H&S, ·chapter 35, "The Rise of Prussia and Russia," and Chapter 38, 
"The Intellectual Revolution" 

2. Begin ' 'reading the selection assigned for Discussion 2. 
3~ H&S, Chapter 40, "The French Revolution, 1789-99," Chapter 41, 

"The Era of Napoleon, 1799-1815," and Chapter 42, "Aftermath: 
Restoration and Reaction, 1815-30" 

4. H&S, Chapter 43, "The Industrial Revolution," .and Chapter 44, 
"Triumph of Bourgeois Liberalism," 517-520 

5. H&S, Chapter 45, "The Development of Nationalism in France and 
the United States," 527-532, Chapter 46, "The Triumph of 

' Nationalism in Italy and Germany, 11 and Chapter 51, 11Milignant 
Nationalism: Militarism," 592-594 

6. H&S, Chapter 47, "Romanticism in Philosophy, Literature, and the 
Arts11 

7. H&S, Chapter 49, "The Challenge to Christianity" 
McNeill, J.T., Makers of the Christian Tradition, Chapter IX, 

241-262 
8. H&S, Chapter 43, "The Industrial Revolution" 
9. H&S, Chapter 44, "Triumph of Bourgeois Liberalism," and Chapter so, 

"The Movement of the Masses, 11 588-591. Cf. "The Sadler Report," 
HWC II, 257-267 

10. H&S, Chapter 48, "The Onrush of Technology and Science" 

<X>LLOQUIA 

1. The Critical Reason 
Voltaire, Philosophical Dictionary, Readings, VII-6-lff. 
Lessing, The Education of the Human Race, Readings, VII-6-lOff. 
Lord Herbert of Cherbury's Five Points of Deism, Readings, 

VII-6-14 



2. The Ethics of Duty 
Kant, Fundamental Principles of the Metaphysics of Morality, 

Readings, VII-7-lff. 

3. Freedom and Obedience 
Rousseau, Social Contract, HWC II, 183-192 

4. Liberalism 
J.S. Mill, On Liberty, HWC II, 283-296 

s. The Will to Power 
Nietzsche, The Will to Power, HWC II, 318-326 
Treitschke, Politics, ~' Vol. II, Old Edition, 763-779 

or New Edition, 989-1004 

6. The Romantic Vision 
Coleridge, Rime of the Ancient Mariner 
Passages by Coleridge and Wordsworth, Readings, VIII-4-1 

7. Nineteenth Century Movements in Religion 
Schleiermacher, On Religion: Speeches to Its Cultured 

Despisers, Readings, VII-7-13ff. 
Leo XIII, Encyclical Letter Rerum Novarum, Readings, VII-7-2lff. 
Rauschenbusch, selections from For the Right and Christianity 

and the Social Crisis, Readings, VII-7-26ff. 

8. Free Enterprise 
Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations, HWC II, 168-182 

9. Critique of Capitalism 
Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto, HWC II-, 268-283 

10. Collection 



Unit VII, Lecture 1 

The Enlightenment 

I. Background of the Enlightenment 

A. The intellectual revolution of the seventeenth 
B. The eighteenth century -- the "Age of Reason" 

II. How the Enlightenment.spread ; 

A. The role of the philosophes 
B. Censorship in France 

III. Paris a's . the center of the Enlightenment 
.~, . 

A. The influence of French culture 
B; The development' of ideas outside France 
c. The enlightened despots 

IV. Three great philosophes 

century 

A. Charles Louis de Secondat, baron de Montesquieu, 1689-1755 

1. The Spirit of the Laws 

B. Francois Maire Arouet, called Voltaire, 1694-1778 ,. 
, 

1. The Age of Louis XIV 
2. The Calas affair 
3. Essay on Morals 
4. Candide 

c. Jean Jacques Rousseau 

1. Origin of the Ineguality of Man 
2. The Social Contract 
3. Emile 
4. The New Heloise 

v. The influence of the Enlightenment 



Unit VII, niscussion 1 

The Critical Reason 

Voltaire, Philosophical Dictionary, Readings, VII-6-lff. 
Lessing, The Education of the Human Race, Readings; VII-6-lOff. 
Lord Herbert of Cherbury's Five Points of Deism, Readings, VII-6-14 

1. Voltaire is generally pictured as an enemy of the Christian 
religion. What evidence of this do you find in the readings? 

2. On what reasons does Voltaire base his appeal for tolerance? 

3. What importance does Voltaire attach to the idea of the 
immortality of the soul? 

4. What point is Lessing making when he defines education and 
revelation? 

s. What is the purpose of religion, according to Lessing? 

6. Lord Herbert of Cherbury lived more than a century before 
Voltaire and Lessing. How does his idea of religion 
anticipate theirs? 



Unit VII, Lecture 2 

Kant 

I. Terminology 

A. Judgnent: subject-predicate .structure 
B. A priori: independent of experience, universal and necessary 
c. A posteriori: dependent on experience, particular and contingent 
D. Analytic: predicate is thought implicitly in thinking the 

subject 
E. Synthetic: predicate is not thought in thinking the subject 

II. Philosophical conflicts faced by Kant 

A. Rationalise of ,Leibniz vs. empiricism of Hume 
B. Leibniz 's attenpt to use r ,eason to transcend experience vs. 

Newton's use of reason to order experience 
C. Newton's confidence in truths of science vs. Hume's 

scepticism 
.D. Scientific determinism vs. ethical freedom and responsibi.lity 

III. rcant 's synthesis 

A. Kant's "Copernican Revolution" 

1. The proof that there are synthetic a priori truths in 
mathematics 

2. Central question: Hm.r are synthetic a priori truths possible? 
3. Kant's answer: " ••• objects must conform to our knowledge" 
4. The ~ priori or innate forms of the mind 

a. Perception--space and time 
b. Understanding--substance, casuality, etc. 

s. Appearance and reality 
6. The limits of theoretical reason 

B. f'iodified ratio.nalism (rationalism confined to possible experience) 
justified against Hume's throughgoing scepticism 

C. Hume's scepticism justified against a rationalism which would 
transcend all possible experience 

D. Scientific determinism true of the self as it appears in ex
perience but freedom possiblv true of self as it is in itself 

IV. Practical reason 

A. Kant: "I have therefore found it necessary to deny knowledqe 
in order to make room for faith." 

B. Nature of rational faith 
c. Objects of rational faith 

1. Freedom 
~. Immortalfty 
3. God 



Unit VII, Discussion 2 

The Ethics of Duty 

Kant, Fundamental Principles of the Metaphysics of Morality, 
Readinos, VII-7-lff. 

1. For Kant, what is the importance of a good will? What is the 
importance of good deeds? 

2. Does an inclination to do an act destroy the moral worth of doi~g 
it? 

3. How does Kant argue that the categorical imperative is the 
fundamental moral principle? . Compare the categorical imperative 
with the golden rule. 

4. Wbat is meant by the statement that men should be treated as ends 
and not as means? Can this principle be derived from the cate
gorical imperative? If so, how? 



Unit VII, Lecture 3 

The Fall of the Old Regime 

I. The spirit of revolution i .n the eighteenth century, 1760-1800 

II. The historical background 

A. Louis XIV, 1643-1715 
B. Louis XV, 1715~1774 
c. Louis XVI, 1774-1793 

III. The French Revolution, 1789-1799, and Napoleon, 1796-1815 

A. Calling of the Estates General, 1789 

1. Tennis Court Oath 
2. Fall of the Bastille 
3. Declaration of the Rights of Nan and of the Citizen 

B. Failure of constitutional government, 1789-1795 

1. Civil Constitution of the Clergy, 1790 
2. First Constitution proclaimed, September, 1791 
3. Girondists and Jacobins 

a. vlar of the First Coalition 
b. Abolition of the monarchy 
c. Reign of Terror 

c. The Directory, 1795-1799 

1. Napoleon in Italy 
2. Napoleon in Egypt 
3. War of the Second Coalition 

o. The Consulate, 1799-1804 

E. The Empire, 1804-1815 

F. Fall of Napoleon and the Congress of Vienna 

G. Significance of the French Revolution and the Napoleonic 
period in the history of Europe 



Unit VII, Discussion 3 

Freedom and Obedience 

I 

Rousseau, Social Cont;act, 1-ivle II, 183-192 

1. Explain Rbusseau is claim that 'it,ian is born free and everywhere 
he is in chains?" Do you agree? 

2. Explain these quotations: "the General will alone can direct the 
state" and "were there a people of Gods their government would 
be democratic. So perfect a government is not for man." 

3. \Nhat rights does Rousseau leave to the individual? Explain his 
idea of contract and compare it with that of Hobbes. 

4. How do you account for the fact that Rousseau has been called the 
father of the French Revolution and also the father of fascism? 

s. Why should one obey the state? What justifies resistance? 



Unit VII, Lecture 4 

Utilitarian Ethics 

I, Sources 

A. The problem concerning the basis of ethics 
B. Theological utilitarians: Butler and .Paley 
C. David Hume and Adam Smith 

II. Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832) 

A. The principle of utility 
B. Calculus of pleasure: quantitative hedonism 

III. ·John Stuart Mill ( 1806-1873) 

A. Qualitative utilitarianism 

1~ Tbe voice of experience as a guide to value 
2. · Social concern 

B. Political influence 

IV. · Results 



Unit VII, Discussion 4 

Liberalism 

J.S. Mill, On Liberty, HWC II, 283-296 

1. "I regard utility as the ultimate appeal on all ethical 
questions •••• " How does Mill interpret the principle of utility? 
How does his view differ from the view of Jeremy Bentham? 

2. What, for Mill, is the value of individuality? What sort of 
individuality does he have in mind? 

3. "It was now perceived that such phrases as 'self-government,' 
and 'the power of the people over themselves,' do not express 
the true state of the case." Explain. 

4. To what extent, for Mill, may a government legitimately interfere 
with the freedom of action of individuals? How does he argue 
for ais position? What does he think is valuable about freedom 
of action? 

s. How does Mill argue in favor of freedom of thought and discussion? 



Unit VII, Lecture 5 

The Triumph of Nationalism and Imperialism 

I. The impact of Napoleon on Europe 

II. The unification of Germa.ny 

III. The unification of Italy 

IV. Decline of Austria and the Ottor11an Empire 

v. The new age of irolperialism 

A. Background of European imperialism 
B. Causes of the New Imperialism 

VI. The Industrial Revolution 

VII. The Intellectual Revolution 



Unit VII, Discussion 5 

The Will to Power 

Nietzsche, The Will to Power, HWC II, 318-326 
Treitschke, Politics, £§&, Vol. II, Old Edition, 763-779 or New 

Edition, 989-1004 

1. What was Nietzsche's idea of the superma.n? of the will to power? 
What would Nietzsche think of the Nazi's ideal of the superman? 

2. What are Nietzsche's main criticisms of society? What changes 
does he advocate? ~Jhat does he believe must be the condition of 
"ordinary men" in order for "superior" men to flourish? Is he 
right about this? 

3. Does Nietzsche try to justify his views by appeal to "the survival 
of the fittest"? 

4. Explain and evaluate Nietzsche's criticisms of Christianity. 

s. What dangers or what advantages are inherent in materialism and 
nationalism? Would you say that they have supplanted religion? 

6. What was Treitschke's thesis? Do you agree with his statement 
that "the appeal to arms will be valid to the end of history"? 



Unit VII, Lecture 6 

The Romantic Poet and Religious Experience 

I. The Romantic movement 
" · ! 

A. Definition of Romanticism 
B. Variety of expression 
c. Reaction against the Enlightenment 
D. An attitude towards the world 
E. A relationship with the Infinite 

II. The Romantic spirit 

III. 

IV. 

A. Appeal to wonder, sensitivity and imagination 
B New relationship with nature 
c. Emphasis on individuality, freedom and diversity 
D. The Romantic spirit (Geist) 

The Romantic expression 

A. Poetic and literary expressions 
B. Religious expressions 

1. German piety 
2. John Wesley 
3. Ernst Renan 
4. Friedrich Schleiermacher 

The Romantic paradox 



Unit VII, Discussion 6 

The Romantic Vision 

Coleridge, Rime of the Ancient Mariner 
Passages by Coleridge and Wordsworth, Readings, VIII-4-1 

1. Why is Coleridge a romantic poet? What are the chief elements 
in romanticism? 

2. Explain the symbolism of the poem. What do the albatross and 
the water snakes represent? 

3. What type of actions happen in sunlight? In the moonlight? 

4. Why must the mariner tell his tale? 

5. Explain the difference between a classic and a romantic poem. 



Unit VII, Lecture 7 

The Nineteenth Century's New World in Religion 

... I. An -influential heri t~ge 

. A. Intellectualistic 
B. Pietistic 

' II. Types of the new theology 

A. A theology of feeling: Friedrich Ernst Schleiermacher 
(1768-1834) 

B. A theology of speculative rationalism: the followers of G.W.F. 
Hegel (1770-1831) 

c. A theolpgy of moral values: Albrecht Ritschl (1822-1889) 
D. A theology of scientific, religious history: Ernst Troeltsch 

(1865-1923) 
E. A theology of paradox: S~ren Kierkegaard (1813-1855) 

III. Development of critical studies 

A. Biblical criticism 
B. Historical studies 
c. History of religions or comparative religion 

IV. New life within older approaches 

A. Catholicism and the first Vatican Council (1869-70} 
B. Protestant scholastics and fundamentalists 
C. Eastern Orthodoxy 
D. A new passion for the past 

V. Institutional and social expressions of Christianity 

A. Christian socialism 
B. Missions 
c. Voluntary societies 
D. Sunday schools 
E. Disestablisbmentarianism 
F. Revivalism 
G. Esthetics 



Unit VII, Discussion 7 

Nineteenth Century Movements in Religion 

Schleiermacher, On Relioion: Speeches to Its Cultured Despisers, 
Readings, VII-7-13ff. 

Vatican Council I, Decree on Papal Infallibility, Readinos, VII-7-20 
Leo XIII, Encyclical Letter Rerum Novarum, Readinos, VII-7-2lff. 
Rauschenbusch, selections from For the Right and Christianitv rtnd 

the Social Crisis, Readinos, VII-7-26f. 

1. How does Schleiermacher seek to make religion meaningful to those 
v.rho "despise" it? According to h:ii:Jl, what is religion? What are 
dogmas? \.tJhat is a w.iracle? 

2. How does Vatican Council I seek to stew. the tide to irreligion? 
How does it define the pope's powers? \!Jhat does speaking ~ 
cathedra mean? 

3. How does Pope Leo XIII show a trend toward modernity in the Roman 
Church? How do his views differ from those of contemporary 
capitalists, socialists, and frora vJal ter Rauschenbusch? 

4. i!Jhat is 'VJal ter Rauschenbusch 's opinion of Christians who are 
satisfied with things as they are, of "ascetic Christianity," 
and of "revolutionary Christianity"? lrJhat is his idea of revolu
tionary Christianity? ~Jhat is your view of the Christian's role 
in social struggle? 



Unit VII, Lecture 8 

Adac Smith: The Apostle of Laissez-faire 

I. Earlier economic thought 

K. i·,Iedieva 1 
B. Renaissance and reformation 
C. iVIercantilism 
D. The physiocrats 

II. The views of Adam Smith 

A. Sources of national wealth 
" B. . The economic mechanism 

C • . The doctrine of laissez-faire 
D. Self-interest 'and the "invisible hand" 



Unit VII, Discussion 8 

Free Enterprise 

Adam Smith, The \!Jeal th of Nations, HWC II, 168-182 

1. {.Vhat does Smith mean by the phrase "the wealth of a nation"? 

2. ~vhat, according to Smith, are the factors which affect the 
wealth of a nation? 

3. How does Smith argue that, in a free economy, the pursuit of 
economic self-interest will promote the interest of society? 
vJhat policies does his view lead hira to oppose? 

4. ·~Jhat is Smith's attitude toward merchants and manufactu-rers? 
Would he advocate control of the legislature by business interests? 

5. f:l}hat is Smith's view about the effect of increase in national 
wealth upon the welfare of the working man? 

6. \Jhat difficulties might be raised about the views of Smith? 



Unit VII, Lecture 9 

Karl ~IJarx: The Challe.nge to Capital ism 

I. Influences on Marx 

A. Evils of the industrial revolution 
B. Hegel's philosophy of history 
C. Feuerbach 's ma t .erialism 
D. The classical economists: Smith and Ricardo 
E. The utopian socialists: Owen, Fourier and Proudhon 

II. Basic i\larxian ideas 

A. Dialectical materiali$m 

· 1. Econ6mic .deterninism 

a. Economic needs, productive forces, and productive 
relationships as base 

b. Ideas, values and culture as superstructure 

2~ In all non-connunist societies the ~ of production 
generates ill~ of production which will eventually 
destroy that ~ of production 

3. The dialectic of history: thesis, antithesis, synthesis 

B. Labor theory of · value . 
c. The injustice of capitalism 

III. Lenin and Stalin 

A. Lenin 

1. The Communist Party as a weapon 
2. The dictatorship of the party 

B. Stalin 

1. Socialism in one country 
2. Blossoming of the state 



Unit VII, Discussion 9 

Critique of Capitalism 

i\larx and Engels, The Communist iVlanifesto, HltJC II, 26Ei-283 

1. 'V'Jhat, accc~'ding to r-larx, is the inner flaw of capitalism which 
~ lead to its destruction? 

2. How does i·larx defend the moral rightness of the Communists 1 aim 
of abolishing private property? Where do you agree and disagree? 

3. Narx says, "your very ideas are but the outgrowth of .the conditions 
of your bourgeois production and bourgeois property ••• " ~vha t does 
this imply about human nature? vfuat is the extent of the dependence 
of our noral, legal and political ideas on our society? tvhat does 
this imply about the trustworthiness of our ideas? 

4. Marx says, " ~·Jhen in the course of development, class distinctions 
have disappeared and all production has been concentrated in the 
hands of a vast association of the whole nation, the public power 
will lose its political character. Political power, properly so 
called, is merely the organized power of one class for cppressing 
another." Is this "scientific" or "utopian"? vJhat is the con
ception of human nature related to the conception of human 
nature implied in the quotation in question #3? 

5. VJha t is an economic interpretation of history? I:Jha t does Marx 
mean by dialectical materialism? 



Unit VII, Lecture 10 

Evolution 

I. "Evolutionary" thinking before Darwin 

A. Some preliminary examples 
B. Change understood as directional 
c. Change understood as change for the better 
D. The search for natural causal principles of change 
E. Comte's "lav1 of the three stages" 

II. Biological evolution 

A. The views of Lamarck 
B. Kinds of evidence for biological evolution 
c. The mechanism of evolution: Darwin on natural selection 
D. Subsequent modifications of Darwin's views 

III. l:loral and political uses or abuses of the notion of "survival of 
the fittest" 

IV. The QVOlutionary philosophy of Herbert Spencer 



UNIT VIII 

MAN AND SOCIETY IN CRISIS 

THE LECTURES 

1. The Break with the Old World 
2. The Test of Unity: The Civil War 
3. The American Dream 
4 • . The American Mind 
5. World War I and Woodrow Wilson's Dream 
6. From Isolation to World Leadership 
7. The City in American History 
8. Centralization of the American System 
9. Man in an Age of Machines 

10. Religion and American Culture--to Civil War 
11. Religion and tuaeiican Culture--Civil War to the Pres·ent 

READING ASSIGNMENTS FOR LECTURE SESSIONS 

NOTE: In addition to doing the readings assigned below, which tend 
to, presuppose some knowledge of American history, you may wish 
to refresh your knowledge of American history by reading por
tions of H&S or of some suitable American history text. 

1. H. B. Parkes, The American Experience, 90-128 
2. Parkes, 215-238 
3. Parkes, 3-14; 204-214 
4. Parkes, 190-204 
5. Parkes, 265-284 
6. Parkes, 326-349 
7. Parkes, 239-252 
B. Parkes, 297-325 
9 • . Parkes, 252-264 

10. Parkes, 64-89 
11. Parkes, 350-355 

L The American System 

THE COLLOQUIA 

"The Declaration of Independence," R.D. Heffner, Documentary 
History of the United States, 9-12, 15-19 

"The Constitution of the United States," Heffner, 19-23, 24-41 
{for the .2!£ edition) or 19-24, 24-42 {for - the~ edition) 

"The Federalist Number Ten," Heffner, 41-47 (.Q!£) or 
42-48 (~) 

"Jefferson's First Inaugural Address," Heffner, 68-70, 70-74 
(.Q!£) or 70-72, 72-76 (~) 

2. One Nation, Indivisible 
"John c. Calhoun on the Slavery Question," Heffner, 

Documentary History of the United States, 111-114, 
114-124 (old edition) or 115-118, 118-129 (~) 

"Lincoln's Fir;t' Inaugural Address," Heffner, 137-139, 
139-146 (.2!£) or 142-144, 144-152 (~) 

"Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address," Heffner, 152-156, 
156-157 (~) or 157-161, 161-163 (~) 



3. Hopes and Fears for the American Dream 
Andrew Carnegie, ~~~~ealth," Heffner, Documentary History of 

the United States, 158-162, 166-173 (~) or 163-167, 
172-179 (~) 

Walt Whitman, "Democratic Vistas," Heffner, 162-166 (2.1.£) 
or 167-172 (new) 

4. The Transcendental Pragmatist 
Thoreau, Of Civil Disobedience 

s. The Problem of Peace 
Excerpts from the Rockefeller Brothers Fund Report on u.s. 

Foreign Policy (1959), Readings, VIII-5-lff. 
George F. Kennan, "Our Duty to Ourselves," Readings, VIII-5-4ff. 

6. The United States in World Politics 
"The Monroe Doctrine" in T.P. Brockway, Basic Documents in 

United States Foreign Policy, 28-30 
A.T. Mahan, "The United States Looking Outward" in Heffner, 

Documentary History of the United States, 202-206, 207-212 
(21£) or 208-213, 213-219 (~) · 

"The Marshall Plan," Brockway, 156-158 
"Truman on the Defense of South Korea," Brockway, 169-171 

7. The City: Preserver or Destroyer? 
Elias, Gillies, and Riemer, eds., Metropolis: Values in Con

flict, 28-60, 79-84 

8. Epitaph for States' Rights 
The 13th, 14t~, and 15th Amendments, Heffner, Documentary 

History of the United States, 37-38 (old) or 37-39 (~) 
Theodore Roosevelt, "The New Nationalism," Heffner, 213-220, 

220-225 (old) or 219-226, 226-232 (~) 
Baker v. carr, u.s. Supreme Court, 1952, 3-23 

9. The Machine: Friend or Foe? 
Donald N. Michael, "Cybernation: the Silent Conquest" in 

A.o. Lewis, Jr., ed., Of Men and Machines, 79-88 
George Orwell, "The Road to Wigan Pier," Lewis, 247-259 
Edward c. Weir, "What Happened to the Teaching Machine?," 

Lewis, 318-320 

10. Questions for an Age of Science 
Adams, "A Law of Acceleration," in The Education of Henry Adams, 

489-498 

11. The Ordeal of Change 
Eric Hoffer, The Ordeal of Change, 3-12 



Unit VIII, Lecture 1 

The Breal~ vii th the Old ~'Jorld 

I. The forces of history at work in the making of the United States 

A. The inheritance from Europe 
B. The effect of the American environment 

II. Two factors in the development of a distinctive American character 

A. An amalgamation of many different nationalities · 
B. The American frontier 

III. The struggle for independence 

A. Causes 

1. Political: the desire for self-government 
2. Religious: fear of the Quebec Act 
3. Economic: opposition to mercantilism 
4. Philosophic: arguments drawn from i>1ilton and Locke 

B. The · Declaration of Indepe.ndence 

1. Philosophy of government 
2. Influence of John Loc!~e 

IV. The Constitution 

A. The protectibn of life, liberty, and property 
B. The separation of powers 
c. The Bill of Rights 

v. The Federalist 



Unit VIII, Discussion 1 

The American SysteQ 

"The Declaration of Independence," R.D. Heffner, Documentary 
History of the United States, 9-12, 15-19 

"The Constitution of the United States," Heffner, 19-23, 24-41 (for 
the 21£ edition) or 19-24, 24-42 (for the ~ edition} 

"The Federalis:t Number Ten," Heffner, 41-47 (21.2.} or 42-48 (~) 
"Jefferson's First Inaugural Address," Heffner, 68-70, 70-74 {21£!) 

or 70-72, 72-76 (~) 

1. Was Madison correct in predicting in Federalist Number 10 
that factions would prove difficult to control? 

2. \vhat advantage does a republic have over a democracy in 
controlling factions? 

3. Since i·ladison wrote of the dangers the states faced from 
advocates of paper money, the abolition of debts, and the equal 
division of pro?erty, he has been accused of an unwarranted 
mistrust of the people. Do you feel this charge is warranted? 

4. ~·Jhat caution did Jefferson offer to a victorious majority in 
his first inaugural address? 

s. How complete is Jefferson's faith in free speech? Do you 
believe this faith in free speech ca.n be held during a cold 
war? 



Unit VIti ) Lecture 2 

The Test of Unity: The Civil War 

I. The United States comes of age, 1789-1850 

A. In the shadow of Europe, 1789-1815 
B. vJestward expansion, 1815-1850 

1. The focus on internal improvements, banks, western 
lands 

2. New lands from Nexico 

c. Pressing problems: the tariff, slavery, states' rights 

II. The rise of sectionalism 

A. The South as a conscious minority 
B. John Calhoun's Disquisition on Government 

1. A plea for safe-guarding the minority 
2. The theory of the concurrent majority 

c. The influence of climate and soil 

III. The great sectional disputes 

A. The M:issouri Compromise, 1820 
B. The Compromise of 1850 
c. The I~nsas-Nebraska Act, 1854 
D. The Dred Scott decision, 1357 
E. John Brown's raid, 1859 
F. The election of 1860 
G. Secession and war 



Unit VIII, Discussion 2 

One Nation, Indivisible 

"John c. Calhoun on the Slavery Question," Heffner, Documentary 
History of the United States, lli-114, 114-124 (old edition} 
or 115-118, 118-129 (~) 

"Lincoln's First Inaugural Address," Heffner, 137-139, 139-146 (2!.s!) 
or 142-144, 144-152 (new) 

"Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address," Heffner, 152-156, 156-157 (£.!.2) 
or 157-161, 161-163 (~) 

1. Is Calhoun an advocate of union or of disunion? 

2. ~llhat reasons does Calhoun cite for Southern discontent? 
\iJhat is the economic cause of the conflict? 

3. How does Calhoun propose to save the union? 

4. vlhat obligation does the majority owe to a minority? A 
minority to a majority? 

s. From a study of Calhoun's address and Lincoln's first 
inaugural address, what is your opinion of the justifiability 
and practicality of secession? 

6 . According to Lincoln's second inaugural address, who was 
responsible for the Civil 'Vlar? 



Unit VIII, Lecture 3 

The American Dream 

I. Definition of the American dream 

II. The origin of the American dream 

A. New hope with the discovery of America 
B. The first form of the dream: Sir Thomas i'olore 1 s Utopia, 1516 
c. Some 19th century utopians 

1. Robert Owen and Robert Dale Owen 
2. Frances \~right 

D. Amer"ican spokesmen for the dream 

1. George Bancroft 
2. Ralph Waldo Emerson 
3. Herman i'rielville 
4. Albert J. Beveridge 

III. i<iisgivings about the American dream 

' A. Aftermath of the Civil ~ Jar 

1. Corruption in public life 
2. "The Great Barbecue" 
3. "The Gilded Age" 

B. In the 20th century 

1. Henry Adams, Education of Henry Adams 
2. The depression: John Dos Passos and John Steinbeck 

IV. The American dream today 

A. Reform movements from the "Square Deal" to the 
"Great Society" 

B. Hopes and fears for the American dream 



Unit VIII, Discussion 3 

Hopes and Fears for the American Dream 

Andrew Carnegie, "Wealth," Heffner, Documentary l:listory of the 
United States, 158-162, 166-173 {old) or 163•167, 172-179 (new) 

Walt Whitman, "Democratic Vistas,•i Heffner, 162-166 (ill) or 167 ... 
172 (~) 

I. In the judgment of Carnegie, what are the proper uses of 
wealth? 

2. Is present-day welfare legislation contrary to Carnegie's point 
of view? 

3. What use does Carnegie make of the notion of "survival of the 
fittest"? Is his use of the notion legitimate? 

4. Do you feel that Whitman's charge that the American people 
have a "hollowness at heart" is still justified? 



Unit VIII, Lecture 4 

The American Mind 

I. The colonial mind 

A. A few independ~nt , t9inkers 

1. A contemplative man: Jonathan Edwards 
2. A practical man: Benjamin Franklin 

B. General preoccupation with action 

II. Forces of change 

A. Intellectual quickening in Europe 
B. The Industrial Revolution 
c. The American and French Revolutions 

III. Transcendentalism 

A. Unitarianism as a forerunner 
B. A turn to transcendentalism 

1. Influences upon its development 
2. Central viewpoints 

IV. Effect of the theory of evolution 

V. Pragmatism 

A. Major representatives 
B. Basic attitudes and tenets 

VI. Subsequent developments 



Unit VIII, Discussion 4 

The Transcendental Pragmatist 

Thoreau, Of Civil Disobedience 

1. Comment on Thoreau's statement: "That government is best which 
governs not at all." 

2. Is it possible to consider war vtrong and yet engage in it as a 
matter of right? 

3. Is a citizen's obligation a matter of expediency? 

4. Is a citizen's first duty to his state or to his conscience? 

s. Should a citizen be permitted to disregard a law he considers 
unjust? Should one break a law that perpetuates injustice? 



Unit VIII, Lecture 5 

World War I and Woodrow Wilson's Dream 

I. General causes of World War I 

A. Nationalism and imperialism ' 
B. Militarism, the press, and the arms race 
C. System of rival alliances 

1. Bismarck's Triple Alliance to isolate France, 1870-90 
2. The Triple Entente, 1890-1914 

D. Crisis which tested the alliances, 1905-1914 
E. The fateful crisis at Sarajevo in 1914 

II. The "Great War," 1914-1918 

A. Stalemate by 1916 
B. America's entry in 1917 

1. Reasons for abandoning "isolation" 
2. Moral reasons advanced by President Wilson 

III. The tragic Peace of Versailles 

A. Wilson's ideal of a world ~t peace 
B. Obstacles to a just peace: European antagonisms 
c. The League of Nations and new American isolationism 
D. The nightmare of reparations 
E. The rise of dictators and the failure of the League 

IV. Lingering hopes and fears 

A. Awesome realities 
B. Efforts at international cooperation 



Unit VIII, Discussion !;· 

The Problem of Peace 

Excerpts from the Rockefeller Brothers Fund Report on u.s. Foreign 
Policy (1959}, Readings, VIII-5-lff. 

George F. Kennan, "Our Duty to Ourselves," Readings, VIII-5-4ff. 

1. How has the foreign policy of the United States changed in the 
last half of the twentieth century? 

2. Is our national survival dependent on the outcome of the fighting 
in Viet Nam? 

3. Are there evidences in our time of a "growth of community"? 

4. Explain George Kennan's statement that "our first duty, as a 
nation, is to ourselves." 

5. What is the relationship between our national purpose and our 
foreign policy? 

6. Should we be modest in recommending our institutions to 
other peoples? Explain. 



Unit VIII, Lecture 6 

From Isolation to World Leadership 

I. American foreign policy prior to 1900 

A. The po1icy of isolation 

1. Fact and myth 
2. vJashington 's "Farewell Address" 
3. The i','iooroe Doctrine 

B. The effect of production for the export market on isolationism 

1. Industrial growth after the Civil vlar 
2. John Hay and the "Open Door" 

II. The departure from isolation, 1900-1919 

A. The Spanish-All1~rican ~'Jar 
B. Theodor~ Roose·ve 1 t 's Caribbean po 1 icy 
c. vJorld 'JJar I and the balance of pm11er 

III. The return to isolation, 1919-1938 

A. Refusal to join the League of Nations 
B. Neutrality legislation 

IV. From isolation to total involvement 

A. vJorld vJar II 
B. The United Nations 
c. A disunited world 

1. The contest between democracy and communism 
2. The role of the United States 



Unit VIII, Discussion 6 

The United States in World Politics 

"The Monroe Doctrine" in T.P. Brockway, Basic Documents in United States 
Foreig.n Policy, 28-30 . 

A.T. Mahan, "The United States Looking Outward" in Heffner, Documentary 
History of the United States, 202-206, 207-212 (old) or 208-213, 213-
219 (new) 

"The Marsh;i'l Plan," Brockway, 156•isa 
"Truman on the Defense of South Korea," Brockw~ t69-171 

1. Is the Nonroe Doctrine, as stated by President Monroe, isolationist 
or interventionist? · Can the action of the United States in the 
Dominican Republic in 1965 be justified on the basis of the 
Ncnroe Dbctrine'? 

2. Does nahan's imperialist argument strike you as sound, or do you 
wish to take issue with it? How? 

3. Is isolation desirable? Is it possible? 
States withdraw from the United Nations? 

Should the United 
ltJhy or why not? 

4. vJas the i"larsl1all Plan effective in containing communism? vJas it 
sufficient? VJhat similar efforts are being undertal<en today? 
~llhat is your opinion of foreign aid? 

s. Should the United States have intervened in Korea? In Vietnam? 



I. 

II. 

Unit VIII, Lecture 7 

· The City in American History 

The city in -history 

A. The role of the ancient city 
B. The modern city as a product of advanced technology 

The ~rbanization of America 

A. The statistical record 

1 
~· In 1790: 9-5% rural, s~o urban 
2. In 1860: 34% rural, 16% urban 
3. In 1933: 44$3 .rural, 56% urban 
4. In 1950: 25% rural, 75% urban 

B. The urban impact on Araerican life 

1. Rural-urban conflicts 

a. East-west sectionalism prior to 1820 
b. North-south sectionalism, 1820-1900 
c. The Populists 
d. Rural control of state legislatures 

2. Gradual transformation of rural life 

c. The emerging power of cities: political, economic, 
intellectual 

III. The city: creator or destroyer? 

A. Urban problems: governmental, social, economic 
B. The advantages and disadvantages of urban living 
C. The modern city: creator or destroyer of the "good life"? 



Unit VIII, Discussion 7 

The City: Preserver or Destroyer? 

Elias; Gillies, and Riemer, eds., i·iletropolis: Values .in Confli•ct, 
28-60j 79-84 

1. \!Jhy have American intellectuals dislil<ed cities? 

2. Jefferson felt that democracy could not long survive in a 
nation of city-dwellers. Do you agree or disagree? 

3. George Simmel states that metropolitan man "ret\cts with his 
head instead of his heart." (page 36) Is this good or bad? 

4. Do you find yourself in sympathy with Lewis Mumford or with 
Robert noses on the proper function of a city? 

s. Do you agree with John Osman (quoted on p. 81} that religion 
has abaQd:med the city? 



Unit VIII, Lecture 8 

Centralization of the American System 

I. Initial concept bf a federation of states 

A. The language of the Constitution 
B. Rival interpretations of the purpose of the American 

system 

1. Hamilton: emphasis on the role of the central 
government 

2. Jefferson: emphasis on states' rights 

II. The impact of the Civil (:Jar and Recon.struction 

A. Gradual growth of centralization, 1789;_1861 
B. Denigration of states' rights 

1. The war as an exhibition of national power . 
2. The Reconstruction amendments to the Constitution 

III. From state sovereignty to state subordina;tion 
_, 

A. The Supreme Court's rulings against , state law 
B. States' evasion of responsibilities 
C. The meaning of . Bakelj v. Carr 

IV. Democracy in a centralized state 

A. The roles of city and state 
B. The role of the individual 



Unit VIII, Discussion 8 

Epitaph for States' Rights 

The 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments, Heffner, Documentary History 
of the United States, 37-38 (2!£) or 37-39 (~) 

Theodore Roosevelt, "The New Nationalism," Heffner, 213-220, 220-
225 (21£) or 219-226, 226-232 (new) 

Baker v. Carr, u.s. Supreme Court, 1952, 3:-23 

1. What is the meaning of the phrase "due process of law"? 
How does the 14th Amendment supplement the 5th Amendment? 

2. \rJha t effect did the Supreme Court's decisio.n that a 
corporation is a " person" have on the regulation of 
corporations by states? 

3. vJhy did Theodore koosevel t advocate a stronger central 
government? (;Jha t v1as his attitude toward an income tax, an 
inheritance tax, and government regulation of business? 

4. \iJhy d:id the City of de mphis seek the ruling handed down by 
Baker v. Carr? Does the action of i'~lemphis indicate that it 
noviT depends on 'dashington more than on' 1-;Jashville. for justice 
and ? roper l~gislation? 

s . Can de mocracy surviVe in a highly centralized nation? 



; . ~ I 

Unit VIII, Lecture 9 

Nan in an Age of i:·Iachines 

I. · The mechanical organization of society 

A. The invention of machines 

1. Specialization and repetitive processes 
2. The bearers of men's burdens 

B. The chronological ordering of energy-flow 

1. Uechanical and natural time 
2. Organization of effort by the time clock 

c. Technology and mass production 

1. Interchangeability of parts 
2. The assembly line 
3. Automation 

II. Urbanis o:a 

A. Concentrations of peo?le 
3. High productivity and mass consumption 
c. Cultural opportunities 
D. De?ersonalizing forces 

1. Anonyt;li ty 
2. Sensate culture 
3. Hidden persuaders 
4. Class distinctions 
s. dan, the servant of the machine 
6. f·lass pressures 

III. The cybernetic revolution 

IV. 

A. The automatic control of men and machines 
B. The mechanical performance of rational :functions 
c. Displacement of men from higher levels of work 
E. The human life of human beings 

The self in a world of objects 

A. A reappraisal of the Puritan ethic 
B. The Romantic reaction 
c. The nihilistic mood 
D. The search for man in his wholeness 
E. The Christian view of the responsible self 
F. The self among selves 



Unit VIII, Discussion 9 

The Machine: Friend or Foe? 

Donald N. Michael, "Cybernation: the Silent Conquest" in A.a. Lewis, Jr • . 
ed., Of Men and Machines, 79-88 

George Orwell, "The Road to Wigan Pier," Lewis, 247-259 
Edward C. Weir, nwhat Happened to the Teaching Machine?," Lewis, 318-320 

1. What operations have computers been able to perform? 

2. What are the advantages of cybernation? .. 

3. What new problems will cybernation create? 

4. Will mechanization eliminate the need for human effort and 
creation? What dangers would such elimination cause? {Orwell) 

5. According to Weir, what is the best thing about the teaching 
machine? Is he right? 



Unit VIII, Lectu~e 10 

Religion and America.n Culture--to Civil War 

I. Introduction 

A. The relation between religion and American culture 
B. The unity of American protestant Christianity 

II. Founding of American churches 

A. The reasons for colonization 
B. Established churches 

1. Anglicanism in Virginia 
2. Puritans in New England 

a. Separatists--Pilgrims at Plymouth 
b. Non-separatists--Puritans at Massachusetts Bay 

c. Growth toward separation of church and state 

1. Colonies with religious toleration 

a. Roger Williams and freedom in Rhode Island 
b. George Calvert in Maryland 
c. William Penn in Pennsylvania 

2. Other factors in separation of church and state: 
revivalism and deism 

D. Contributions of Puritans to American democracy 

1. Right-wing Calvinists 
2. Left-wing Calvinists 

III. Religion inbe national period--1789 to Civil War 

A. Problems of the churches under the new federal government 
B. Response of churces to the frontier 

1. Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Episcopalians, 
Baptists and Methodists 

2. The new revivalism and its drastic influence on American 
religious thought and institutions 



Unit VIII, Discussion 10 

Questions for an Age of Science 

Adams, "A Law of Acceleration, 11 in The Education of Henry Adams, 489-498 

1. Do you agree that modern man is endangered by the energy that he 
has learned to use? 

2. State Adams' law of acceleration. 

3. Has this law held true during the sixty years since Adams wrote 
the Education? 

4. Do bombs educate? 

s. Do you feel that man is developing the new social mind which 
Adams felt that the modern age demands? 



Unit VIII, Lecture 11 

Religion and American Culture--Civil War to the Present 

I. The American churches and the Civil War 

II. The American churches and the new industrial order 

III. 

A. The transformation of American culture after the Civil War 

B. 

The 

1. Increase in immigration, population, urbanization, 
accumulation and concentration of wealth 

2. "The gospel of wealth in the Gilded Age" 
3. The reaction of Protestantism 

The Social Gospel 

1. Na1ure, extent, effect, opponents 
2. Optimism and concern 
2. The idea of progress 

crisis of our time--the end of an era? 

A. Blows against optimism in the 20th century 

1. Two World Wars, the Great Depression, the Cold War 
2. Increased tensions in the nuclear age 

B. New movements in religion 
c. The concern for the philosophy of history 
D. Relevance of the study of man to the problems of our time 



Unit VIII, Discussion 11 

The Ordeal of Change 

Eric Hoffer, ~Ordeal of Change, 3-12 

1. Is it true that "no one really likes the new"? 

2. Why are opportunities for action necessary in a time of change? 

3. Will just any kind of action help meet the ordeal of change? 

4. What are the principal forces of change at work in Asia? 

5. How has Communism managed to gain strength in Asia? 
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