
Theatre Arts - Theatre 100 - Section 1 
Fall 1998 
"C" hour/MWF 10:20-11:20am 
David Jilg, Instructor                  E-mail:  JILG                  Extensions:  3090 or 3838 
Office Hours by Appointment 
                                                                                                                                             
 
TEXTS
 
Cohen, THEATRE:  BRIEF VERSION (Fourth Edition) 
Miller, THE CRUCIBLE 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES
 
The course will focus on the various aspects of theatre such as playwriting, performance, 
directing and design.  Theatre Arts is designed to give students knowledge of and experience 
with the fundamental arts of theatre.  It is a required course for theatre majors and minors, and 
serves as a fine arts credit for non-theatre majors. 
 
The first half of the semester is devoted to brief explorations of the various professions 
involved in bringing a theatrical event to life.  The Cohen text provides a background for 
classroom discussion and participation; the assigned playscript provides a touchstone for these 
explorations.  The second half of the semester is devoted to "The Theatre Game", in which 
students minimally produce short playscripts which have been written as part of the course 
work. 
 
For the theatre major or minor, the course aims to familiarize the student with occupational 
options in addition to performance.  It is the foundation for the study of theatre at Rhodes, 
during which a theatre major or minor will have the opportunity to explore more fully all 
aspects of theatre. 
 
The objective for the non-major is to engender an understanding of the theatre as a fine art and 
as an integral part of a liberal arts education, and to foster an appreciation of live theatre which 
will carry over into their future lives. 
 
COURSE POLICIES
 
ATTENDANCE IS VERY IMPORTANT FOR THIS COURSE  
 
A lot of information is covered in this course during the first half of the semester; the second 
half of the semester you will be involved in the Theatre Game and classmates will be 
dependent upon your contributions. 



You are allowed two absences without penalty; however, the student is responsible for turning 
in any assignments in a timely fashion.  After two absences, each absence is worth 50 points.  
Thus, if you have 3 absences during the semester, you will be penalized  50 points, 4 classes - 
100 points,  etc.  Absences the class period before or after scheduled breaks or holidays  will be 
penalized an additional 25 points (75 points per absence).  Excessive absences will be brought 
to the attention of the Office of Academic Affairs; emergency situations will also need to be 
coordinated with the Office of Academic Affairs. 
Students who maintain perfect attendance over the course of the semester will receive an extra 
credit BONUS of 100 points. 
 
GRADING 
 
This course works on a points system.  A total of 1000 points constitutes a final grade of  "A" 
(100%) for this course.  Points are earned as follows: 
 
Class Points for  You will receive  a potential 50 points for the assigned monologue. 
Monologues/Dialogues Dialogues  worth a potential 50 points will be written in 2-person  

teams.  50% of this grade will be given by your team partner(s); 
50% will be assigned by the instructor.  Due dates are noted in the 
syllabus. 

 
Class Points for Critique You are required to write one 500-word critique and two 500-word  
and Reviews (approximately 2 1/2 pages) reviews during the course of the 

semester.  Each is worth a potential 100 points for a total of 300 
points.  Reviews are due by the deadlines listed in the syllabus, but 
may be turned in early.  Any review turned in late will be worth at 
most only 50 points. 

 
The critique will be of the assigned playscript The Crucible.  One review  will be of a 
performance of the McCoy productions of The Hypochondriac  OR Extremities.  (You are 
required, however, to see both plays in their entirety.  Failure to do so will count as an 
absence.)    Due dates are noted in the syllabus. 
 
The second review will be of an off-campus production; a list of plays, locations and 
production dates will be provided.  Due dates for these reviews are flexible, due to varying 
production schedules; reviews should be turned in within a week of attending a production. 
 
This course supports writing across the curriculum.  You will be graded on grammar as well 
as content.  Remember to check your spelling and grammar, and avoid the use of slang terms.  
Use of MLA guidelines is encouraged. 
 
A word about Plagiarism: 
Article VI—SECTION 3 (of the Student Constitution):  



Also defined as cheating, plagiarism is the act of using another person’s words or ideas  without documenting them properly 
(footnotes, bibliography, etc.).  This includes, without limitation:  using information from any sources (including the class  
textbook(s), other books, journals, newspapers, magazines, etc.) without proper reference, getting ideas or words from a 
classmate’s paper, failure to properly punctuate direct quotes, and obtaining a paper from someone else.  Ignorance is not an 
excuse for these violations.  It is the student’s responsibility to consult the professor, an Honor Council member, or writing 
handbooks for the procedure for properly acknowledging sources. 
 
 
Class Points for  You will be assigned a group design project worth a potential 100 
Design Projects   points.  50% of this grade will be given by your group members;  

50% will be assigned by the instructor.  
 
Points for Class  Worth up to 100 points, this is the instructor's "discretionary fund" 
Participation of points and will be awarded based on attitude, general 

participation, initiative, etc. 
 
Points for Festival  During the Theatre Game, each group member will be awarded   
Participation a potential 200 points (averaged) by other members of the 

production group based on attitude, general participation, 
initiative, etc. 

 
Points for Extra Credit Extra credit can be earned in a variety of ways: 
 
Production Experience  is worth 20 points per hour.  You may work on any production at the 
McCoy this semester.  Opportunities are available working on sets, costumes, props, etc.  
Hours are generally Monday through Friday afternoons, and Saturdays. 
 
House Crew Experience:  you can usher for or house manage a performance at the McCoy; you 
receive 20 points for ushering and you get to see the performance free of charge.  Also, some 
off-campus theatres offer free tickets for ushering; it will be your responsibility to make these 
arrangements.  Off-campus ushering will also qualify you for 20 extra credit points.  
 
Special Note:  missing a performance for which you have agreed to usher will be regarded as  
an unexcused absence; you  will lose 50 points. 
 
Attendance Bonus:  Students who maintain perfect attendance over the course of the semester 
will receive an extra credit BONUS of 100 points. 
 
 
EXAMINATIONS 
 
Points for Midterm The midterm examination will be a comprehensive review of the 
Examination  Cohen text and may include topics related to The Crucible.  The 

midterm examination will count for 100 points or 10 % of your final 
grade. 



 
Points for Final  The final examination will be a comprehensive take-home project  
Examination   and will count for 10 % of your final grade (100 points).   
 
Participants in the Theatre Game are eligible for awards.  Wobie ("Way-Off-Broadway") 
Nominations are worth 50 points, and are determined by a panel of student critics from the 
class.  A Wobie Award is worth 50 additional points; these awards are determined by a panel 
of former Theatre Arts students who judge the class productions the night of the Festival.  In 
addition, Festival judges, at their discretion, may confer Judges Choice Awards, also worth 100 
points.  These points are applied to the final examination, thus, any award exempts individual 
recipients from the final examination with a grade of "A".  Three or more Awards received 
within the group (Wobie or Judges Choice) earns 100 points for all group members, exempting 
them from the final with a grade of "A". 
 
 
 
RECAP OF GRADING:  Monologue     50 points (   5%) 

Dialogue     50 points (   5%) 
Critique/Reviews  300 points ( 30%) 
Design Project  100 points ( 10%) 
Class Participation  100 points ( 10%) 
Festival Participation 200 points ( 20%) 
Midterm Exam  100 points ( 10%) 
Final Exam/Award  100 points ( 10%) 
TOTAL                  1000 points   (100%) 

 
(plus various extra credit points) 
 



SYLLABUS 
 
WK DATE   LESSON    ASSIGNMENT for next class 
1 Wed, Aug 26, 1998 INTRODUCTION   •Cohen, Introduction, Chapter 1 (pp.  
          "What Is the Theatre?"  1-28) 
    
1 Fri, Aug 28, 1998 WHAT IS THE THEATRE?  •Miller, "The Crucible" 
         •Cohen, Chapter 2 (pp. 29-58) 
               "What Is a Play?" 
    
2 Mon, Aug 31, 1998 WHAT IS A PLAY?   •Cohen, Chapter 4 (pp. 89-111) 
               "The Playwright” 
         •Cohen, "American Playwrights" 
               (pp.279-289) 
    
2 Wed, Sep 2, 1998 THE PLAYWRIGHT   •Write a Four-Line MONOLOGUE 
             Define your angst.... 
    
2 Fri, Sep 4, 1998 MONOLOGUES/1  
    
3 Mon, Sep 7, 1998 •••••LABOR DAY•••••  
    
3 Wed, Sep 9, 1998 MONOLOGUES/2  
    
3 Fri, Sep 11, 1998 DIALOGUE TEAMS   •Write a One-Page, 2-Character  
    ••••CONVOCATION••••   Playscript (approx.  8-12 sentences) 
    
4 Mon, Sep 14, 1998 DIALOGUES/1  
    
4 Wed, Sep 16, 1998 DIALOGUES/2   •Cohen, Chapter 9 (pp. 291-307) 
               "The Critic" - Critical Perspectives 
                and "The Crucible" 
    
4 Fri, Sep 18, 1998 CRITIQUES/DISCUSSION  •Cohen, Chapter 3 (pp. 59-87) 
    OF "THE CRUCIBLE"        "The Actor" 
         •Cohen, Chapter 6 (pp. 153-176) 
               "The Director" 
    •••••••••••CRITIQUES DUE••••••••••• 
             Critiques of "The Crucible" are due 
             Wed, Sep 23, 1998 
    
5 Mon, Sep 21, 1998 ACTING/DIRECTING/1  
    (WORKING WITH SCENES)  
    
5 Wed, Sep 23, 1998 ACTING/DIRECTING/2  
    (WORKING WITH SCENES)  



    
WK DATE   LESSON    ASSIGNMENT for next class 
5 Fri, Sep 25, 1998 ACTING/DIRECTING/3  •Cohen, Chapter 5 (pp. 113-152) 
    (WORKING WITH SCENES)       "Designers and Technicians" 
    
6 Mon, Sep 28, 1998 DESIGNERS, TECHNICIANS •Design collage presentations for 
              "The Crucible" 
    
6 Wed, Sep 30, 1998 DESIGN PRESENTATIONS/1  
    "The Crucible"  
    
6 Fri, Oct 2, 1998 DESIGN PRESENTATIONS/2 •Cohen, Ch. 7 (pp. 177-218) 
    "The Crucible"         "The Theatre of Our Times" 
    
7 Mon, Oct 5, 1998 THEATRE OF OUR TIMES  •Cohen, Ch. 7 (pp. 218-225) 
               "The Theatre of Asia" 
         •Cohen, Ch. 8 (pp. 227-243) 
               "Theatre Today" 
              ("Modern/Postmodern" through  
                   "Nontraditional Casting") 
 
7 Wed, Oct 7, 1998 THEATRE TODAY   •Midterm Exam 
    FESTIVAL PREFERENCES  
    
7 Fri, Oct 9, 1998 MIDTERM EXAM   •Playwrights and Producer/Director 
                  Candidates attend Workshops next  
                  week; all others excused until  
                  Wed, Oct 21, 1998 
         •Design Candidates be prepared to  

show "Crucible" designs and  
interview on Wed, Oct 21, 1998 

    •••••••••••REVIEWS DUE••••••••••• 
Those reviewing "The Hypochondriac" MUST turn in their reviews no later 

            than 5:00pm on Wed, Oct 14, 1998 
 
8 Mon, Oct 12, 1998 PLAYWRIGHTS' WORKSHOP •Write 10-minute, 3-5 character  
    10-MINUTE SCRIPT/1  script 
    
8 Wed, Oct 14, 1998 PLAYWRIGHTS' WORKSHOP  
    10-MINUTE SCRIPT/2  
    
8 Fri, Oct 16, 1998 PLAYWRIGHTS' WORKSHOP •2 copies of scripts for submission 
    10-MINUTE SCRIPT/3          to producers 
         •Producer presentations/staff hiring 
    
9 Mon, Oct 19, 1998 ••••FALL RECESS••••  



WK DATE   LESSON    ASSIGNMENT for next class 
    

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••THE THEATRE GAME•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
    
9 Wed, Oct 21, 1998 PRODUCER PRESENTATIONS •Everyone not yet hired MUST  
    /PURCHASING SCRIPTS   attend Acting Auditions 
    /HIRING COMPANY  •Designers: your preview date is  

deadline for all festival design 
collages, floorplans, posters and 
programs 

                  (Wed, 12/2/98, or Fri, 12/4/98) 
 
9 Fri, Oct 23, 1998 ACTING AUDITIONS  •Actors: check callback list; excused  

if not called back 
    
10 Mon, Oct 26, 1998 CALLBACKS    •All Acting Candidates excused 
                  until Fri, Oct 30, 1998 
    
10 Wed, Oct 28, 1998 CASTING AUCTION  
    
10 Fri, Oct 30, 1998 REHEARSAL/1  
    (1st Read-Thru/Discussion)  
    
11 Mon, Nov 2, 1998 REHEARSAL/2  •Group 1 Production Meeting:  10:20am 
        •Group 2 Production Meeting:  10:40am 
        •Group 3 Production Meeting:  11:00am 
    
11 Wed, Nov 4, 1998 REHEARSAL/3  •Group 4 Production Meeting:  10:20am 
        •Group 5 Production Meeting:  10:40am 
        •Group 6 Production Meeting:  11:00am 
    
11 Fri, Nov 6, 1998 REHEARSAL/4  
    
12 Mon, Nov 9, 1998 REHEARSAL/5  •Festival Group 1 Rehearsal:  10:20am 
        •Festival Group 2 Rehearsal:  10:50am 
    
12 Wed, Nov 11, 1998 REHEARSAL/6  •Festival Group 3 Rehearsal:  10:20am 
        •Festival Group 4 Rehearsal:  10:50am 
    
12 Fri, Nov 13, 1998 REHEARSAL/7  •Festival Group 5 Rehearsal:  10:20am 
        •Festival Group 6 Rehearsal:  10:50am 
    
13 Mon, Nov 16, 1998 REHEARSAL/8  •Festival Group 1 Rehearsal:  10:20am 
        •Festival Group 2 Rehearsal:  10:50am 
13 Wed, Nov 18, 1998 REHEARSAL/9  •Festival Group 3 Rehearsal:  10:20am 
        •Festival Group 4 Rehearsal:  10:50am 



    
WK DATE   LESSON    ASSIGNMENT for next class 
13 Fri, Nov 20, 1998 REHEARSAL/10  •Festival Group 5 Rehearsal:  10:20am 
        •Festival Group 6 Rehearsal:  10:50am 
    •••••••••••REVIEWS DUE••••••••••• 

 Those reviewing "Extremities"MUST turn in their reviews no later 
            than 5:00pm on Tue, Nov 24, 1998 
    
14 Mon, Nov 23, 1998 REHEARSAL/11  
    
14 Wed, Nov 25, 1998 ••THANKSGIVING RECESS••  
    
14 Fri, Nov 27, 1998 ••THANKSGIVING RECESS••  
    
15 Mon, Nov 30, 1998 REHEARSAL/12   

••••Your preview date is last day for outstanding reviews/paperwork•••• 
    
    
15 Wed, Dec 2, 1998 CRITICS PREVIEWS/1  •Groups 1-3 preview 
    Last Day for Outstanding  
    Reviews/Paperwork  
    
15 Fri, Dec 4, 1998 CRITICS PREVIEWS/2  •Groups 4-6 preview 
    Last Day for Outstanding  •Critics' reviews due for 
    Reviews/Paperwork            reading/posting on Mon, Dec 7, 1998 
                  NO EXCEPTIONS 
    
16 Mon, Dec 7, 1998 PUBLICITY/TICKET SALES  
    

•••••••••REQUIRED!!!!••••••••• 
WAY OFF BROADWAY FESTIVAL 

at the McCoy Theatre, 7:00pm 
 
16 Wed, Dec 9, 1998 AWARDS CEREMONY  
    STRIKE DAY All Festival props, scenery, costumes, etc., 
    must be removed from the theatre 
    (Final Exam Handout) 
    
    
 NOTE:  Due dates for reviews of off-campus productions are flexible, due to varying 
  production schedules; reviews should be turned in within a week of attending a 
  production. 
    
DEADLINE  FOR FINAL EXAM:  11:00am - Mon, Dec 14, 1998    

(Scheduled examination time for C hour classes) 
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