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''Dear Altna Mater, kind 
the fate that links our lives 
with Thee ... '' 

Like a family album, this 150th anniversary pictorial history brings o ur collegiate 

ancestors to life, those who h elped give sh ape and form to the institution we 

ca ll Rhodes. 

In their hands a vision persisted-from C larksville Academy to Masonic 

U niversity, Montgomery College, Stewart College, and Southwestern Presbyterian 

University; then on to Memphis, to Southwestern, and to Rhodes-a monument to 

genuineness and excellence. 

Dr. Diehl's words upon the College's opening in Memphis in 1925 st ill resonate 

today to Rhodes' steadfast purpose: 

She holds aloft the unpurchasables as objects of desire and bears an unfaltering testimony 

to the value of spiritual ideals. She seeks to prepare for generations yet unborn by handing 

down unsullied to this generation our rich heritage of the past. She labors to send out men 

and women with strong characters and disciplined minds which are to be put at the disposal 

of the world's need for the solution of its desperate problems, for the alleviation of its myriad 

ills , and for the bringing of that better day when wrong shall cease, and liberty and love and 

truth and right o'er all the earth are known as in their throne above. 

As we celebrate our College's sesqu icentennial anniversary, our hearts are 

filled with humility, gratitude, and pride. Humility, because we are the beneficiaries 

of those men and women of vision who h ave nurtured this inst itution since 1848. 

G ratitude, because the College has remained true to its mission and values since 

its inception. And pride, because at 150 years of age, the College has never 

been stronger. 

Godspeed, Rhodes College. 

. . . fare forward, voyagers. 

9~1/LJMj 
James H . Daughdri ll, Jr. 

Presiden t 





I n 1928, Thomas H. Elliott, ninety-two years old and a member of the Class 

of 1854, visited the College's new campus in Memphis: 

"As I looked at Palmer Hall and its attendant memorials with enjoyable admira

tion and wonder, the same thought came to me that possessed me when I said goodby 

to the Masonic College in 1854, 'I am looking at a perpetuity.' By faith in its capability 

and by reason of the stalwart backing of the great Church to which it belongs, I see 

Southwestern established and recognized as the College of the South, and through 

succeeding years its power and influence will ever be increasing for good." 

T he perpetuity that so moved Mr. Elliott is what we celebrate here-the extraor

dinary story of a college that has struggled, suffered, endured, and prevailed. A college 

that today seems surer of true perpetuity than at any time in its distinguished past. 



apter One: A Brief History of the College ,·,;~ 

Masonic University of Tennessee 

Just sixty miles northwest of 

Nashville along the 

Cumberland River, Clarksville 

achieved its initial prosperity 

from the iron-ore deposits in the 

nearby hills and the rich soil that 

yielded a particularly strong 

dark-fired tobacco with a seven 

percent nicotine content. In this 

1835 map, note that Memphis is 

indicated as the smaller of the 

two towns in Shelby County and 

Raleigh as the larger. 

O n December 5 , 1848 , the Board of 

Trustees of the M asonic University 

of Tennessee held its first m eeting in 

C larksville and resolved "to proceed a t 

once with the organization of the institu

tion, both in its preparato ry and collegia te 

departments." 

And proceed they did, with a ll due 

speed . A faculty of six was hired and in 

place by January 1, 1849, and classes be

gan on that day. 

The Board of Trustees was carrying out 

the wishes of the Grand Lodge of the M a

sonic Order of Tennessee , which h ad de 

termined that it would be to the greater 

glory of their organization to establish and 

support a first-class college. S uch a college 

would offer high er educa tion to the young 

men of the sta te and provide an opportu-

The "Year of Revolution" in Europe. 

Louis Philippe deposed in Paris, uprisings in Vienna, 
Prague, Madrid, Rome. 

Treaty of Guadeloupe Hidalgo ends the Mexican-American 
War, gives the United States Texas, New Mexico, California, 
Nevada, Utah, Arizona, parts of Colorado and Wyoming. 

Discovery of gold in California leads to the '4g gold rush. 

First U.S. women's rights convention meets in Seneca 
Falls, New York. 

Wisconsin becomes a state. 

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels publish The ConJtnunist 
Manifesto. 

John Stuart Mill publishes Principles of Political Economy. 

nity for the ch aritable impulses of the M a

sonic lodges across the sta te. It was a noble 

cause, conce ived in gen erosity and large

n ess of spirit. 

C larksville was chosen as the site for 

the n ew M asonic institution due largely 

to the efforts of the C larksv ille M asonic 

Lodge, which was eager to h ave the dis

tinction of bringing a university to the ir 

town. C larksville and the o the r lodges of 

M ontgomery C ounty active ly campa ign ed 

for the selection and offered to provide the 

College with the building then h ousing 

the C larksville M a le Academ y (most of 

the members of the Academ y Board were 

M ason s). This building was a "fine two

story brick h ouse , capable of accommodat 

ing 100 students," on a five -acre tract n ear 

the n orthern edge of C la rksv ille , "in a 

beautiful grove of n ative fo res t trees, on a 

gently ele va ted but co mmanding pos i-

tion ." 

The Cla rksville and M o ntgo m e ry 

County M ason s h ad a lso agreed to ra ise 

and contribute a t least $ 15,000 toward the 

erection of a new college building. And 

on February 22 , 1849, wi th a fine flourish 

of nineteenth-century American orato ry, 

the leade rs la id the cornerston e fo r this 

building. In the stone were deposited the 

M asonic proceedings authorizing the Col

lege, a copy of the M asonic monthly jour

n a l, an a lman ac and som e coins of the 

current year, a scro ll on which were in

scribed th e n ames of n a tion a l, sta te and 

town government offic ia ls, an d a list of 



G rand Lodge and local M ason s. Accord 

ing to the M asonic chronicler, as th e bap

t ismal o il was poured on the cornerston e , 

"th e canopy of cloud vanish ed and the sun 

shon e forth in radiant sp lendor." 

This prop it io us omen, a las , was n o t an 

accurate predict ion of the future for the 

infant inst itut ion . For soon after th e n ew 

bu ilding was comp leted in 1850, the sta te 

A Rural Academy 

In 1806 the Tennessee legislature 

establish ed in each of th e twenty-seven 

counties of the sta te a "Land Grant" 

academy. Equivalen t to contemporary 

K - 12 sch ools, these academies we re 

supported by a co m b ination of sta te 

funds , subscrip tion s, and fees, and were 

primarily fo r m a le studen ts only. 

In C larksville, "Rural Acade my" 

was chartered and located on the edge 

of town a t W ash in gton (la ter College ) 

Street and H enry Street, on a tract pur

ch ased from H. R obb. O n e of the five 

trustees of the new academy was Willie 

Grand Lodge withdrew its suppo rt from 

the College. Severa l o ther Tennessee lo

cal M ason ic orders h ad decided to form 

co lleges in the ir own towns rather than 

support the C larksvi lle one, so the M a

sonic Orde r of Tennessee found itse lf un

ab le to carry out its co mm itment. The 

M asonic lodges of M ontgomery County 

were n ow the so le fin ancial backer. 

Blount, who soon thereafter served three 

terms as G overnor of Tennessee from 1809 

to 1815 . 

The site of Rura l Academy h as re

m a ined d edica ted to higher educa tion 

from its founding to this day, even though 

the n am e and purpose of the institution s 

h ave varied with the time . 

Rural Academy-1806-1811 

Mount Pleasant Academy-1811-1825 

Clarksville Academy-1825-1848 

In 1848 the academy property was of

fered to the Grand Lodge of Tennessee Ma

sons for use as a co llege. 

C larksville's site on the banks 

of the Cumberland River, 

plus its gently rolling terrain and 

abundance of good spring water, 

attracted settlers as early as 

1780. Although early settlements 

were destroyed by Indian raids, 

This unique turreted bui lding at 

the edge o f town would seem t o 

be the recently completed home 

of the Maso nic Univers ity. 

in 1784 John Montgomery 

bravely laid out a town plan and 

the town was established by the 

North Carolina legislature on 

December 29, 1785. It was 

named for the Revolutionary War 

hero General George Rogers 

Clark. By 1796, when Tennes

see achieved statehood, the 

surrounding county had a popu

lation of 1 , 941 and plans were 

underway for a courthouse, a 

prison, and stocks. When this 

drawing was made in the 1850s, 

the population was 2, 600. 



Ctiapter One: A Brief History of the College -

• 

Montgomery 
Masonic 
College 

The first catalogue for 

Stewart College in 1855 

spelled out the rules of 

behavior for students ... 

and the punishment 

for infractions. 

W h en the College opened its ses

sion in 1851 in its splendid new 

castellated building, it did so under a new 

name. No longer the ambitiously titled 

Masonic University of Tennessee, it was 

now more modestly called Montgomery 

Masonic College. 

The faculty set to work writing the 

rules and regulations of the new College 

and in 1853 published what would seem 

to be its first cata logue, detailing the 

courses of study offered, and spelling out 

the students' hours of study, their duties 

and responsibilities , and the punishments 

they could expect to receive for any in

fractions of rules or derelictions of duty. 

The catalogue also included the names of 

the faculty (there were seven) and a ll the 

students ( 46 in the College, 116 in the Pre

paratory School). 

But soon after the catalogue of 1853-

54 was published, the College found that 

its debts were m ounting faster than the 

M asonic lodges were able to meet them. 

Stronger sponsorship had to be found. 

The man on whom this responsibility 

fell was the Pres ident of the College, Wil

liam M. Stewart, a native of Philadelphia 

who h ad come to Tennessee as a sc ientist/ 

businessman and made a substantia l for

tune in the iron business. Invo lved with 

the College first as a supporter and con

tributor, he soon jo ined the faculty (with

out pay) as a Professor of Natural History 

and was asked to be President in 1853. 

As a Presbyterian e lder, President 

CATALOGUE. 13 

SECTION SECOND. 
CLASSIFICATION OF DEMERITS AND PUNISHMENT. 

1. Offences against good morals, order, and discipline are ar
ranged in three classes. 

2. The first and highest grade of offences are: profanity, 
:fighting, carrying of dangerous weapons, gambling, drunken
ness, riot, disturbance of public worship, deliberate falsehood, 
combination to resist discipline, etc. 'l'hese and such like of
fences usually infer the expulsion of the offender. 

3. The second grade are: disrespectful behavior to a teacher, 
throwing dangerous missiles, visiting improper places, con
tinuing neglect of study after warning, wanton damage to the 
buildings or property of the College, going out of town with
out permission, being out of lodging at night, etc. 

4. Offences of the third grade are: light behavior during 
worship, disorderly behavior in the street, scuffling or unneces
sary noise in or near the College, attempts to create laughter 
during recitations or otherwise disturb them, prompting during 
recitations, etc. 

5. The above is not intended for a complete catalogue of of
fences, but merely for an indication of the mode of classifying 
them. It may suffice to state in general terms, that whatsoever 
is contrary to good morals, good order, or the purposes for 
which shools were established, is forbidden by the laws of this 
institution. 

6. The number of demerits attached to each offence is left to 
the discretion of the Preside'nt. 

7. The grades of punishment are Expulsion, Dismissal, and 
Probation. 

ARTICLE SIXTH . 

1 ThA nriClflS of tuition are a.s ol m 



Stewart was well aware of the great im

portance his church attached to education , 

so it was to that church h e went in search 

of support for his a iling College. In 1855 , 

his church responded by purch as ing the 

buildings, grounds and o ther possess ion s 

of the College in the n ame of the Syn od 

ofN ash ville. In h onor of the man who h ad 

served the College so devotedly in its early 

years, th e Board of Trustees chan ged its 

n ame to S tewart College. 

Stewart College 

U nder its n ew sponsorship and its new 

n ame, the College h oped to achieve 

a measure of stability it h ad n o t previously 

en joyed . With en ough mon ey on h and for 

day-to-day operation s, the establishment 

of an endowment fund soon becom e a 

pr iority. Pres ident Stewart and his faculty 

had es t ablish ed a reputa tio n fo r high 

academic standards, but Stewart 's rather 

re t iring n ature made him uncomfortable 

with th e aggress ive work of ra ising endow

ment mon ey. Consequently, in 1858 h e 

resigned fro m the pres idency and the 

Board selected as his replacement a Pres

byterian minister and former chemistry 

professor from Knoxville , the R ev. R .B. 

McM ullen , D .O . 

P res ident M c Mulle n 's fundra is ing 

activ it ies were eminently successful. By 

1860, gifts and pledges assured that the 

proposed endowm ent would be fully sub

scribed, an d the College looked forward 

with optimism to a secure future. 

A nd t h e n cam e April 186 1, Fo rt 

Sumter, and th e C ivil W ar. 

In Ju ly o f tha t yea r, Pres ide nt 

McM u ll e n p laced a n o ti ce in the 

Clarksv ille Jeffersonian, a loca l paper, 

that despite th e departure of most of the 

student body for the army, exerc ises would 

resume in Sep t embe r fo r the yo unge r 

studen ts: "We earn estly h ope th at before 

September our invaders will h ave received 

such salutary lessons as will induce the m 

to re move the ir po lluting fee t from o ur 

sacred soil , so that teach ers and pupils may 

return to the ir literary and scientific pur

suits. But if in this we are disappointed, 

we will wait till our brethren and fe llow

students sh a ll h ave taught the Pres ident 

and his Cabine t to march from W ashing

ton in a still more lively double-quick 

step than they employed in 

marching to it. " 

The earliest known representation 

of the college's first building, the 

Castle, was this engraving on the 

College's stationery in the 1850s. 



William A. Forbes 
Teacher and Warrior 

C ol. Forbes, a Virginian by birth, was Pro

fessor of Pure and Mixed Mathematics 

a t Stewart College from the founding of 

the College in 1848 to the onset of 

hostilities between the North and 

South. He also served as President of 

the College from 1851-53. Having had 

some military training in h is native 

state, he organized and led military 

drills for the students in 1861 and marched off to 

battle at the head of Company A of the 14th Ten

nessee Regiment. According to Polk Johnson, 

"All the students were anxious to join him; but 

he would not allow the boys to go to war 

without the consent of their parents." 

Forbes was killed in August, 1862, 

at the second battle of Manassas, 

"while bravely leading the regiment 

in a charge against the enemy's bat

teries." 

"It seems to me impossible to continue 
the exercises of the College ... " 
President McMullen struggled to keep the College go

ing with its Preparatory School classes during the first 

year of this "desolating war." But with all the collegiate stu

dents gone, there was not enough income from tu ition to 

maintain a staff, as is evidenced by this letter to the Board of 

Trustees in September 1862. 

McMullen also described to the Board of Trustees what 

happened to the 

the property, they themselves, yes, the very officers who made 

these promises, four several t imes forced the doors of the cabi

net rooms, broke open the cases of mineralogical and geo

logical specimens and carried away many of the most valu

able specimens, and choice portion of the books belonging 

to the Washington Irving Society, ch airs, tables, curtains, etc., 

fina lly strippin g even the College chapel of everything in it." 

principal co llege 

building, the Castle, 

when it was com-

mandeered by fed

era l troops w h en 

they took control of 

C larksville: 

"The conduct of 

these last while oc

cupying the College 

building was charac

terized by the gross

est vandalism. Not

withstanding their 

solemn and oft re

peated promises to 

respect and protect 
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Estimating the 

damage done to the 

Castle at more than 

$10,000, McMullen 

expressed a hope that 

"this amount of dam 

ages may yet be ob

tained in some way 

through our Govern

ment." After the war, 

claims were filed 

against the federa l 

government and the 

College was fina lly 

awarded damages in 

the amount of 

$25,000-in 1904 . 



" No braver or better soldier or rnan 

Alfred Robb 

R obb was an early 

volunteer in the 

Confederate army and 

was elected to be Lieu

tenant-Colonel of the 

49th Tennessee Regi

ment. He was mor

ta lly in jured in the 

Battle of Fort Donelson 

on February 15, 1862, as 

described in th is account 

by Polk G. Johnson: 

"No braver or better soldier or man ever died. He went 

into the battle upon a large white horse, and being himself 

"The spirit of the boys 
would not permit them 
to remain at home" 

Polk G. Johnson, a student at Stewart 

C ollege in the last days before the 

Civ il War, wrote in 1885 about those 

troubled times: 

"Just before the war the people of 

Montgomery county were almost unani- ' 

mously in favor of preserving the Federal 

Union; but when President Lincoln called 

for troops to subdue the South, there was a complete revo

lution in public feeling. At the e lection held for 'separa

tion' or 'no separation,' they were almost unanimous. The 

spirit of th e people was high. Every man able to speak 

spoke in opposition to the proclamation of the President, 

and advised resistance. 

"The spirit of the boys would not permit them to re

main at home. No longer were groups of boys in the Col

lege, earnest in their studies, to be seen under the shade 

" 
a very large man (nearly seven feet tall), was a fine target 

for sharpshooters. He was shot through the breast by one of 

these, and when shot pu t his hand on h is breast, and saying 

he was shot started to the rear. Several men fo llowed him 

and he would have fa llen from h is h orse in fifty yards but 

for their assistance. T h e men managed to get h im to his 

quarters. D ur ing the night he was carried to the boats at 

Dover to be sent to C larksvi lle w ith the other wounded. 

Two boats were at the wharf, one fastened to the bank and 

the other on the side of this boat. He was placed on the 

first boat to be carried th rough to th e second ; in cross ing 

from the one to other the boats separated-the men h o ld

ing h is legs let loose and h is body fe ll into the river, and he 

would have been drowned had it not been for his faithfu l 

o ld colored servant (Uncle Abram R obb) wh o, h o lding his 

arms, pulled him into the boat. He died at his home Febru

ary 17, 1862." 

of the old oaks in the College campus, engaged with their 

books; no longer they idle in gay conversation upon the 

steps of the College. The whole scene was changed. Books 

were thrown away, and the grounds became a champ de 

mars. The tramp of the soldier, the commands of the of

ficer (Prof. W. A. Forbes) were alone to be seen or heard 

upon the grounds or in the halls; and the same spirit ani

mated all the boys not in college. No wonder, then, 

that they made such a prompt response to the call. 

"Of thirty-two boys in the College Department 

of its last catalog of 1859-60, twenty-nine entered the 

Confederate army, leaving but three who did not. Of 

this twenty-nine all were faithful. There were killed 

in battle, sixteen; died by disease, seven; total 

deaths, twenty-three; survivors, six." 

One of the six survivors, of course, was Mr. 

Johnson. He was wounded several times, had his 

horse shot from under him in the battle- of Lick-Skillet 

Road at Atlanta, and was surrendered with Lee's army at 

Appomattox. He returned to Clarksville, then attended 

McGill College in Montreal and Cumberland Univer

sity in Lebanon, Tennessee, for his legal education. He 

was a successful lawyer in Clarksville and for many years 

served as Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court. His 

first wife, who died after only three years of marriage, was 

Emma Robb, daughter of Col. A lfred Rob b. 
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apter One: A Brief History of the College -

After the War 

This advertisement appeared july 

15, 1869, in the Clarksville 

Leaf~Chronicle. Although Rev. 

]ames A. Lyon had accepted the 

Board's offer of the presidency, 

his church in Columbus, Missis~ 

sippi, strongly resisted his de par~ 

ture. So when school opened in 

September, former President 

Stewart assumed the role of 

Acting President . 

A mong the many casualties of the 

war was President McMullen. Dur

ing the occupation of C larksville, an out

break of smallpox afflicted many of the 

federal soldiers. His humanity rising above 

his dislike of the invaders, McMullen 

worked as a nurse in 

the hospital set up 

by the army in Robb 

Hall, contracted the 

disease himself, and 

died of it in January 

1865. 

The sad condi

tion of the campus 

and the devastated 

Southern economic 

system made getting 

the College back on 

its feet a long and 

painful project. At 

one point the trustees were so disheartened 

by the difficulties that they recommended 

to the Synod of N ashville that the prop

erty be sold to another institution. But in 

April1869, a final fundraising push by the 

Synod resulted in en ough money to repair 

the buildings and reopen the school. 

With former President William 

Stewart serving as Acting President, 

classes resumed in September 1869. A to

tal of seventy students were enrolled. 

When the 1870-71 session opened, 

enrollment h ad risen to a healthy 101 

students, and a new President was in 

the chair. Rev. J .B. Shearer, a graduate of 

the University of Virginia and Union 

Seminary, brought with him some positive 

ideas about the development of the 

Christian college. Under his guidance the 

curriculum was revised to offer more 

electives, high standards of scholarship 

were promoted, and the securing of great 

teachers at any cost became an even 

higher priority. 

President Shearer a lso devoted h im

self to procuring a wider base of support 

for the College. He envisioned "one grand 

University for the whole church South, to 

be under the care of the Presbyterian 

people." 

New President]ohn Shearer and former 

President William Stewart are pictured at 

the top of this photocomposite of the school 

and its faculty in the early 1870s. 

His vision was realized in early 1874, 

when the Synods of Alabama, Arkansas, 

Memphis, Mississippi/Louisiana, Nashville 

(and later Texas) adopted a Plan of Union 

for the support of a Presbyterian univer

sity. Later that year, a committee to select 

the s ite for this new university heard 

proposals from Huntsville and Opelika, 

Alabama; Meridian, Mississippi; and 

Bolivar, Jackson, and C larksv ille, Tennes~ 

see. Memphis was briefly discussed, but the 

recent ye llow fever epidemic there 

removed that city from the running. 

Clarksvi lle, with its Stewart College 

facility and a pledge of $50,000, won 

the day. 



Southwestern 
Presbyterian University 

For various reasons, chiefly financial, 

Stewart College did not become 

Sou thwestern Presbyterian University 

unt il five years later, in 1879. President 

Shearer spent much of his tenure on the 

road , at the request of the Synods, attempt

ing to raise money for the new University. 

But th e financial condition of the coun

try after the panic of 18 7 3 made 

fundraising a frustrating and exhausting 

task. However, during that time, enroll

ment and faculty continued to increase, 

as d id the physical plant. A major new 

building, completed in 1878, was named 

in hon or of the recently deceased Will

iam Stewart, who had given so much of 

himself to the College. 

O ne of the leading advocates of the 

University in the Presbyterian Church, Dr. 

Benjam in M. Palmer, pastor of the First 

Presbyterian Church in New Orleans, was 

asked to take on the presidency of the 

College. He accepted, but his church and 

the Presbytery of New Orleans resisted his 

departure so strongly that he withdrew his 

acceptance. Dr. Palmer remained a close 

friend and supporter of the College for the 

rest of his life, and authored the section of 

the Plan of Union that removed the Uni

versity from the direct management of the 

Synods and provided that "the sole gov

ernment of the institution shall be in the 

hands of a directory, consisting of two 

members from each Synod, one elected 

each year after the first." 

By 1879, the financial difficulties of 

the mid-1870s had eased somewhat, and 

the University was officially opened, with 

a new title-Chancellor-for the man at 

its helm, and a new man to fill the posi

tion, Dr. J .N. Waddel. 

Like his immediate predecessors 

In 1886 the faculty and student body of SPU gather on the steps of the Castle for a 

Portrait with top hats and bowlers in hand. The splendid white side-whiskers in the front 

row ( third from right) belong to the highly esteemed Chancellor ].N. Waddel. 

This invoice was sent to parents 

in 18 7 4 for the education of their 

son at the College . The $35-per

term cost was constant through 

the '70s, dropped to $25 per term 

in the '80s, and rose to $30 in 

the '90s. 



The Wadd.el Building, 

1899 

M cMulle n a n d S h ea rer, W adde l was a 

Presbyterian ministe r. H e h ad also served 

as C h ancello r of the U niversity of Miss is

sipp i in the years fo llowing the end of the 

C iv il W ar, and at the present time was 

serving as secretary of the Board of Educa

tion of the Southern Presbyterian Church. 

With the support of the Synods behind 

it, the University on ce more seemed to 

h ave been given a n ew lease on life. Al

tho ugh it would n ever be comple tely free 

of financial worries , the school n ow en 

tered upon an era of relative stren gth and 

stability. N ow it could truly concentrate 
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its effo rts on its education al miss ion . 

M orale was so much improved that the 

editor of the Clarksville C hronicle took 

n o te of it on a visit to the cam pus. "A very 

satisfactory chan ge is observable. The stu

dents n ow present the unmistakable ap

pearan ce of young men who h ave plenty 

to do and are doing it. The lo unging, list

less express ion hitherto observable is al

together thrown off, and such a thing as a 

studen t loafing on stree t corners is n ot to 

be seen." 

Amon g Dr. W addel's innovations was 

on e dear to his h eart, the establishment 

of a School of Theology. A gain, Dr. B.M. 

Pa lmer came to the a id of the school with 

his enco uragement and ass istan ce. The 

wo m en of his church in N ew Orlean s 

helped ra ise the m on ey to endow the ch air 

of Theology, which was n amed the Palmer 

Professorship of Theology. 

The first occupant of that ch a ir was 

the distinguished preach er and religious 

sch o lar, Dr. Joseph R . Wilson , wh o inau

gurated the n ew theo logy sch ool in 1885. 

Dr. Wilson , whose elder son W ood row 

wo uld la t e r beco m e Pres ident of the 

United States, remained a t the head of the 

theology schoo l until his re tire ment in 

1892. 

During the 1870s and '80s, campus life 

expanded beyond the classroom to encom

pass a much wider ran ge of social and ath

letic activities. The two debating socie t

ies that h ad been establish ed befo re the 

war continued t o provide inte llectua l 

stimulation and frequent o rato rical con- _ 

tests. But n ow the first fra ternities were 

establish ed . Backlo t games turned into or

ganized a thletic programs. Glee clubs and 

marching bands appeared . 

Ill h ealth forced Dr. W addel to retire 

as C h ance llor in 1888 . H e was replaced, 

briefly, by Dr. C . C . H ersm an , who returned 

to his n ative South Carolina after three 

years, and th en by Dr. J .M . R awlings, wh o 

las ted barely a year befo re a severe illness 

caused him to withdraw. 



Dr. George Summey, the managing 

ed itor of the Presbyterian Quarterly Review, 

accepted the chancellorship in 1892 and 

served for the next ten years. Despite con

t inuing budget problems, Summey man

aged to add to the campus by completing 

the Waddel Building (an attachment to 

the Stewart Building that included a gym

nasium); and by building a new dormitory, 

Calvin Hall. 

Summey's energetic efforts throughout 

the Synods to increase the endowment 

yie lded such disappointing results that 

he res igned in 1902, declaring that "the 

burden is greater, in some respects, than 

I can bear, and I cannot continue to 

undertake it." 

A fter Summey's ten-year tenure, the 

Univers ity was headed by a succession of 

five diffe rent men over the next fifteen 

years . Each in his own way struggled with 

the enormous problems of carrying out the 

educat ional mission of the school in spite 

of dwindling financial support. During 

these years, enrollment swung erratically 

from a h igh of 135 to a low of 74. 

In 1903, the Board of the University 

also had to contend with a movement, 

largely on the part of the city of Atlanta, 

to transfer the University to a large city 

where it m ight more easily attract the at

tention of wealthier donors. The Board ap

pealed to the Supreme Court of Tennes

see for protection and in 1904 received a 

judgment in their favor, expressly banning 

a move to any other state, and decreeing 

that the "said institution must be main

t ained a t C la rksville, Montgomery 

C ounty, Tennessee." 

But the idea-that to save the school 

it must be moved-could not be decreed 

away. There was a feeling throughout the 

Synods that the C larksville location at the 

n orthern edge of the Synods' territory was 

partly responsible for some of its problems. 

A ccord ingly, when Dr. Charles E. 

Diehl , pastor of .the First Presbyterian 

Church in Clarksville, was approached by 

a committee from the Board and offered 

the presidency of the University (the title 

"chancellor" had by then been dropped), 

the subject of its possible removal was dis

cussed. At that time, Dr. Diehl was con

vinced that there was no legal way this 

could be done, so he accepted the presi

dency with the thought that his challenge 

was to enlarge the scope of the University 

within its Clarksville parameters. 

But by 1919, he had changed his mind. 

Loyal to the city of Clarksville, but even 

more loyal to the needs of the church and 

of the institution he now headed, he was 

convinced that the school's salvation de

manded that it be moved. 

When Dr. M.E. Melvin, a member of 

the Board, came to his fellow directors in 

June of 1919 with an offer to raise 

$1,000,000 for the University if it would 

move to Memphis, the Board accepted his 

proposal. In January of 1920, this proposal 

was put before a meeting of the Synods in 

Nashville, to the great consternation of 

the civic leaders of Clarksville. 

Unfortunately for Clarksville, the 

die was cast. The Board bega n legal 

proceedings to negate the 1904 decree. 

Fundraising campaigns were initiated in 

Memphis and throughout the Synods. Dr. 

Diehl talked to architects. 

As soon as the Board had enough 

money and pledges in h and to pay for 

the first building, the College began 

construction in Memphis-gambling that 

the legal problems would be resolved. On 

March 8, 1924, the State Supreme Court 

decided in favor of the University. On 

September 24, 1925, classes began on the 

new campus in Memphis, with yet another 

new name. 

Women were admitted to SPU 

on the same terms as men in 

1917. In 1921, Margaret 

Elwyn Trahern became the first 

woman to receive a degree from 

the College. She was a member 

of the honor society, a charter 

member of Chi Omega sorority, 

and a member of Kappa Delta 

Literary Society. She was 

married to William Green Patch 

of Clarksville in 19 25 . 



The Castle: 
"stately, elegant, capacious and imposing." 

"The site of the College 

edifice .. . is about a half mile 

back from the river, on a 

beautiful and elevated lot of 

ground, containing about six 

acres. The building was 

designed by Prof. J .H. 

Ingraham, and having been 

adopted by the trustees, was 

placed in the hands of Mr. 

Briscoe Vannoy, a young and 

promising architect of this city 

(Nashville), who drew the 

front and the ground plan on 

a large scale with the details ." 
-From the reports of 

Wilkins Tannehill, head of the 

Masonic Lodges of Tennessee, 

March 1849 

T he C larksville Jeffersonian enthusias

tica lly we lco med the new building 

in 1850: "What an e legant structure it is! 

Of vast extent and built in the handsom

est style of Elizabe than architecture, it 

arrests the attention of every passerby, n o 

ma tter were h e from R ome, that city of 

St. Peter's C athedra l." 

When the S PU grounds and buildings 

were re incarna ted as the site of Austin 

Peay State C o llege in 1929, the Castle 

served as that sch oo l's administra tion 

bui lding. T he collapsing of one of the tow

ers in 1948 necessita ted the demolition of 

the ninety-e ight-year-old structure . 

·-

Waddel Hall 
Barely visible behind Stewart 

Hall, to which it is attached , 

Wad del was built in 1 899 and 

contained an assembly hall and 

the gymnasium. 

As Stewart College metamorphosed into 

Southwestern Presbyterian University, the 

increased enrollment and expanded 

curriculum called for more classroom 

space . Accordingly , early in 1877 a new 

building was begun. C alled at first the 

Cabinet Building, its name was changed 

to the Stewart Building after the death in 

September 1877 of Prof. William M . 

Stewart, who had given so generously of 

his fortune and his services to the C ollege. 

C onstruction expenses for the new 

building were recorded in a journal and 

summarized on the pages shown at right . 



The Commons 
This d ining hall , built in 1918, 

was the last building erected on 

the cam pus before the move to 

Mem phis. It also served as a 

meeting p lace for both student 

and c ommunity organizations. 

The bell that hung in the tower of the Stewart Building 

was rung to summon students to classes throughout the day. 

When the College moved to Memphis the bell was brought 

along and installed in an arch created for it in Neely Hall, 

where it still hangs today. 

Robb Hall, the first dormitory 

Born in Sumner County, Tennessee, Alfred Robb settled 

in Clarksville in 1850 and soon became one of its most 

respected lawyers. He was a strong supporter of Stewart 

College and a member of the Board of Trustees. His 

enthusiasm for the college led Robb to donate a valuable 

piece of land adjacent to it for the purpose of building a 

dormitory so that the school could atract more "foreign" 

students from neighboring counties and states. Thus the 

College's first dormitory was called Robb Hall. 

Completed just a year before the Civil War, Robb 

Hall served only briefly as a dormitory before it was 

turned into a hospital, first for Confederate soldiers, 

later for federals. It resumed its proper function when 

the College reopened in 1869 and continued as such 

until the College removed to Memphis. At Austin Peay, 

it remained a dormitory until the mid-1960s, when it 

was razed to make space for a new building. 

/· 
/ 



Chapter One: A Brief History of the College : 

''From now on 
I will fight you 
to the limit." 

W hen Dr. Diehl agreed to the pro

posal to move the College to 

Memphis, he knew it would cause a con

siderable change in his life. There was an 

enormous amount of work to be done in 

raising the money for the new facility, in 

actually getting it built, and in the physi

cal move itself. 

There would a lso be enormous resis

tance to th e move from the residents of 

Clarksville, who were justly proud of their 

many contributions to the College over 

the past seven decades. So Dr. Diehl fully 

expected a somewhat hostile reaction from 

his neighbors. 

"Even in the Rotary Club, of which I 

was a charter member, there was ill-con

cealed coldness. T h e man who served as 

best man in my wedding was quite frank 

in his attitude. He said, 'Diehl, up to this 

time we have been warm friends, but from 

now on I wil l fight you to the 

l imit . ' On one occasion, 

shortly after this attitude be

came so evident, I made a talk 

at the Rotary C lub, reminding 

the members that as pastor of 

the First Presbyterian Church 

my first obligation was to that 

church and to C larksville, but 

that when I became President 

of Southwestern, which was 

owned and controlled by four 

Synods of the Presbyterian Church in the 

United States, my first obligation was 

not to Clarksville but to the four Synods 

whose institution Southwestern is. I also 

reminded them that there was no change 

in my re lationsh ip to t h e peop le of 

C larksville, and that I was as devoted to 

them as I had always been. I offered tore

sign from the Rotary Club if that were the 

desire of the C lub. My remarks 

seemed to ease the situation a bit, 

and I did not resign as a member 

of the C lub. However, Mrs. Diehl 

and I were made to feel that in 

many cases the old relationship 

had been greatly affected. She was 

not well and was accustomed to sit 

on the love ly porch of the 

President's house, 

which was the best 

house either of us 

had ever lived in, 

but her friends did 

not stop by to visit 

with her as they had 

done before my atti

tude toward the pro

posed removal be

came known." 



Piomingo College? Calvin College? 
Southminster College? Renaming 
the College, the 1921 Version 

0 nee the d ecision h ad been made 

to move the College to M emphis, 

Dr. Diehl and the Board discussed ch ang

ing th e n ame. With the Board's con c ur

ren ce, Dr. Diehl first proposed "M emphis 

C hickasaws and friend of George W ash 

ington, Piomingo, which means M ounta in 

Leader. 

Dr. Dieh l's reaction was terse. 

"Piomingo is imposs ible-! would say it is 

ungodly." Co llege." Ever a 

prac t ica l m an, he 

noted that such a 

name wo uld h ave 

"the best appeal lo

cally, and will get us 

more money where 

the mon ey will 

have to be gotten ." 

C hief fund

raise r Dr. M .E. 

Melv in, wh o h ad 

been in strumenta l 

in in itia ting the 

move to Memphis, 

did not agree. H e 

felt it wou ld hurt 

appeals to a lumni . 

A n Ind ia n nam e, 

NOT SATISFIED WITH 
THE NAME 

The Board of Directors of S. P. U. are not altogether 

satisfied with the name "Memphis College, " which they 

have tentatively and recently chosen. The choice of a 

name presents a real difficulty. The word "University" 

must be eliminated. 

Constructive suggestions from the Alumni are in

vited. We should speak now or forever hold our peace. 

The drift of sentiment now seems to be for this : 

"Southwestern College at Memphis, Tennessee," which 

would fi nd a parallel in "Tulane University of Louisiana." 

Write immediately to President C. E. Diehl, Clarks

ville, Tenn., if you have any sentiment to express. We 

ought to at least retain the name " Southwestern. " 

M. E. MELVIN, 
Campaign Manager. 

(Class 1900) 

And so the 

search continued. 

Amon g the rej ects: 

Ca lvin Co ll ege, 

Southminster Col

lege, G ayoso Col

lege, Chisca Col

lege, and Al

La- Mis-Ten Col

lege. 

When the dust 

se ttl ed a nd the 

m ove was co m-

plete, the le tte r

h ead of the Col

lege re ad simp ly 

Southwestern, The 

College of the Mis

h e suggested, might be more palatable. Af

ter conferrin g with Judge J.H . M alon e of 

M emphis, "the greatest living authority" 

on the C h ickasaw N ation , M elv in pro-

sissippi Valley, a name that would sat isfy 

. posed the name of the great chief of the 

both the a lumni and the donors in M e m

phis. M ost important, according to Dr. 

Diehl, "it would distinguish it from that 

little two by four institution in Kan sas." 

A bulletin to the alumni 

announcing the name change to 

Memphis College drew a flood 

of alumni objections-and 

some interesting suggestions. 

This aerial photo shows the 

Memphis campus from the air in 

the late 1920s: Palmer Hall is on 

the left , and the wooden Fargason 

Field House is on the right. 



Chapter One: A Brief History of the College -

Southwestern 
- t;l:i!. ! ,.,7 I ''f" # • ";C.: ""rhe move to Memphis did 

1 not solve all the College's 

problems, but it invigorated 

the institution to such an ex-
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The Sou'wester, May 27, 1932 

Lorenzo Childress, ]r. '69 was 

the College's first black graduate. 

The lawn in front of Palmer 

Hall became a parade ground 

during World War II, when the 

College served as a training 

facility for the Army Specialized 

Training Program. 

Speaker 
tent that those problems no 

longer seemed solution-resis-

tant. One cause for this opti

mism: enrollment at the last 

Clarksville session had been 

187; the first Memphis session 

had 406 students. 

The College opened in Memphis with 

a mortgage of$ 700,000. Within only five 

years that entire debt had been paid in full, 

and a joyous mortgage-burning was held 

onJuly 1,1930. 

The Great Depression took its toll on 

enrollment, as fewer and fewer families 

could afford to send their children to col

lege. Faculty salaries were reduced, ex

penses were pared whenever possible, but 

the torch of knowledge never wavered. By 

1935 enrollment had started to climb 

again, this time passing the 500 mark for 

the first time in the school's history. In 

1937 Dr. Diehl bravely proposed a 

$3,500,000 building plan to include dor

mitories, a library, a gymnasium, and a stu

dent center. But in 1941, once again, war 

put the College's growth plans on the shelf. 

When the war was ended in 1945, Dr. 

Diehl launched the Southwestern Pre

Centennial Endowment Fund campaign 

and successfully raised $2,500,000. New 

buildings began to rise around the campus. 

Dr. Diehl announced his decision to 

retire in 194 7, and the timing of the 

school's centennial celebration was ad

justed to coincide with the installation of 

his successor. Consequently, September of 

1949 brought to the campus a double cer

emony-the Centennial Commemoration 

and the Inaugural Celebration of D r. 

Peyton N. Rhodes as the new President . 

Under Dr. Rhodes, the College con

tinued to grow, with a steady increase in 

enrollment and an almost continuous con 

struction process on the campus. When h e 

retired in 1965, ten new buildings graced 

the campus, and enrollment had grown 

from 600 to 900 students a year. 

To replace Dr. Rhodes, the Board 

chose a young alumnus of the College, Dr. 

John David Alexander, who brought vigor, 

imagination and a host of fresh ideas to 

the curriculum in the brief four years he 

spent on the campus before leaving for 

Pomona College in California. His succes

sor, Dr. William L. Bowden, another alum

nus of the College, concentrated his ef

forts on increasing administrative effi

ciency and strengthening ties with the 

Memphis community. He resigned in 1972 

to serve the Southern Governor's Con

ference. 



A short reign, 
but a busy one: 
John David Alexander 

H e was, at the time, one of the youngest sitting 

presidents of an American college. 

He was also the first elected President of this College to 

have earned his undergraduate degree here. Only eleven years 

after receiving his B.A., thirty-three-year-old John David 

Alexander returned in triumph to become the sixteenth chief 

executive of his alma mater on July 1, 1965. 

Those eleven years had been productive ones: further 

study at Louisville Theological Seminary; a Rhodes Scholar

ship to Oxford, where he received his D. Phil. degree from 

Christ Church; marriage to his college sweetheart, Catherine 

Ballard Coleman; ordination as a Presbyterian minister; and 

seven years teaching the Old Testament at San Francisco 

Theological Seminary. 

Obviously a man of energy and ideas, Alexander plunged 

immediately into the formidable project of reviewing and 

renovating all aspects of the College's educational system. 

Working closely with a task force of representatives from the 

faculty, students, and administration, he achieved within two 

years an almost complete overhaul of the academic 

program. 

Alexander's calm but firm controlling hand kept the 

College on course during the rebellious late '60s, an era that 

saw many established dress and behavior guidelines modified 

or eliminated with minimal stress and disorder. 

The College community was shocked and chagrined 

when, in January 1969, Alexander announced that he was 

resigning to become President of Pomona College. The 

Commercial Appeal expressed the feeling of many when it 

editorialized: 

"Dr. David Alexander's tenure has been brief, but he has 

left his mark. He has in three short years caused a ferment of 

ideas. He has helped raise the level of conscience of the 

entire Memphis community. He has created new areas of 

understanding between different age groups. He has been a 

major contributor to better race relations. In short, he has 

performed in the tradition of the liberal arts scholar." 

Alexander returned to Rhodes in 1986 to accept the 

Doctor of Letters honorary degree. 



Ctiapter One: A Brief History of the College 

• 

Rhodes C llege 
T he budget deficit that had so con

cerned Dr. Bowden darkened the ho

rizon for the new President as we ll. But 

Dr. James H. Daughdrill, Jr. came to the 

job with a particu lar set of talents that 

suited h im well for the task ahead. He had 

been a successfu l businessman, a Presby

terian m in ister, and Secretary of Steward

ship for the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 

W ithin his first year he had erased the 

defic it , and, for the last twenty-four years, 

he has kept the College deficit-free. In the 

tenth year of his tenure, he bold ly agreed 

to a proposal to change the name of the 

College yet again. 

Dr. Daughdrill has also managed to 

propel th e building program, w ith e igh t 

new additions to the campus. He h as su

pervised the growth of the endowment, 

that H oly Grail of so many past presidents, 

from $6 million in 1973 to $207 mill ion 

in 1998. 

But most important, he has seen this 

College recognized as "the No. 1 Up-and

Coming College in the Nation" by U.S. 

News and World Report; as one of "The 

Best, Most Popular and Most Exciting Col

leges in the United States" by Barron's; and 

as one of"the Thirty-Six Character-Build

in g Co lleges" in the nation by t he 

Templeton Foundation. 

The visionary words of T homas Elliott 

as he stood before the first build ing of th is 

College-"! am looking at a perpetuity"

now seem tru ly prophetic. For this insti

tution stands at the end of its first 150 years 

on firmer groun d than at any time in its 

frequently troubled past. Rhodes College 

approaches the twenty-first century with 

pride in its past and justified optimism for 

its fu ture. 

Sure ly the spirits of a ll those who 

worked so tirelessly for the last century and 

a half to sustain and nourish this p lace 

must be rejoicing today-as should all who 

love this College. 

Presidents of Masonic University of Tennessee: 
W.F. Hopkins, 1848-49 
Richard Nelson Newell, A.M., 1849-50 

Presidents of Montgomery Masonic College: 
William A. Forbes, A.M., 1850-53 
William M. Stewart, 1853-55 

Presidents of Stewart College: 
William M. Stewart, 1855-58 
R.B. McMullen, D.D., 1859-62 
William M. Stewart, 1869-70 (Acting) 
J.B. Shearer, A.M., D.D., 1870-79 

Chancellors of Southwestern Presbyterian University: 
John N. Waddel, D.D., LL.D., 1879-88 
Charles C. Hersman, D.D., 1888- 91 
James M. Rawlings, D.D., 1891-92 
George Summey, D.D., 1892-1903 
George F. Nicolassen, A.M., LL.D., 1903-05 (Acting) 
Neander M. Woods, D.D., LL.D., 1905-08 
William Dinwiddie, A.M., LL.D., 1908-14 

Presidents of Southwestern Presbyterian University: 
John R. Dobyns, LL.D., 1914-17 
George Lang, M.A., D.D., (Acting from Jan. 1917-June 1917) 
Charles E. Diehl, A.M., D.D., 1917-25 

President of Southwestern: 
Charles E. Diehl, A.M, D.D., LL.D., 1925-49 

Presidents of Southwestern at Memphis: 
Peyton Nalle Rhodes, A.M., Ph.D., 1949-65 
John David Alexander, B.A., Ph.D. , 1965-69 
William Lukens Bowden, B.A., M.A., Ph.D., 1969-73 
James Harold Daughdrill, Jr., B.A., M. Div., D.D., 1973-

President of Rhodes College: 
James Harold Daughdrill, Jr., B.A., M. Div., D.D., 1973-



Carved in Stone: 
Changing the Name, 1984 Version 

T he urge to discard the inappropri

a te Southwest e rn part o f the 

College's n ame h ad been around ever since 

the m ove to M e mphis, as witness the 

Board's con sideration s a t that time. 

W hen the matter arose again in 1984 , 

several months of research and intense , 

not to say h eated, discuss ion en sued . All 

elemen ts of the C ollege community were 

invited to participate in the process

alumni, st udents , faculty, a nd fri ends. 

Comments and suggestions were solic ited , 

then the respon ses, were reviewed by a 

committee, representing the various con

stituencies, wh o m ade a reco mmendation 

to the Board. 

When Board cha irman Frank M . 

M itchener an n ounced that the College 

was to be named in h on or of former Pres i

dent Peyton N alle Rhodes, h e sa id, "By 

the ir action the Trustees h ave ch osen to 

link the spirit of this College with the in

spiration of the man who h as helped to 

give it life fo r over h alf a century." 

Dr. Rhodes jo ined the College as A s

sociate Professor of Phys ics in 1926, and 

soon thereafte r becam e a full professor. In 

1944 , he was named Vice-Pres ident and 

in 1949, President, serving until his re tire

ment in 1965. Even in retire ment h e con

tinued to serve the College when n eeded: 

as act ing President, acting Vice-President, 

acting Dean, and as building con sultant. 

"Dr. Rhodes embodies the values on 

which this institution was fo unded, " said 

President James H . Daughdrill, Jr. "His re

lentless crusade for exce llence , his belief 

in liberal education , and his unfailing love 

for the College m ake it altogether fitting 

tha t this institution be n amed in his 

h onor. M uch of what exists a t the Col

lege today is the result of Dr. Rhodes ' vi 

sion and leadership." 

Heading to class on an autumn 

day, Marty N ewcomb '98 

(left) , Dave Harrison '97 

(center) , and Bryan Smith '98 

make their way through the 

arch between Robinson and 

Williford Halls. 





CHapter Two: The Presidents of the College -

Williatn M y Stewart: 
Principal F iend and Pilot 
President, 1 853-5 

Acting President, 

Although much of the acclaimed 

Vanuxem collection of minerals 

was destroyed by the Union 

soldiers who occupied the Castle 

during the Civil War, some were 

saved. They are now displayed in 

the Frazier ]elke Science Center. 

A ccording to contemporary reports, 

he was a soft-spoken, modest man: 

"The subdued cheerfulness and high-bred 

courtesy of his manner made it as delight

ful as it was profitable ... He had the grace 

of Chesterfield without his chill, the 

heartiness of the Western man without his 

roughness." 

William Stewart was born in Philadel

phia in March 1803. Fascinated from an 

early age by the phenomena of the natu

ral world, at ten years old he was devoting 

his spare time to observing and collecting 

insects and shellfish. When he was twenty, 

he was invited to become a member of 

Philadelphia's prestigious Academy of 

Natural Sciences. Later he put his scien

tific knowledge to profitable use when he 

moved to the iron-rich region of middle 

Tennessee in 1832 and became a very suc

cessful manufacturer of pig iron. 

When the Masonic orders of Tennes

see decided to turn the Clarksville Acad

emy into a college, Stewart was one of 

eight men who underwrote the construc

tion costs for the College's first building, 

the Castle. Most of these donors, like 

Stewart, had made fortunes in the iron 

business. In appreciation for their gener

osity, the trustees incised their names in a 

marble tablet embedded in the red brick 

above the main entrance of the Castle. 

That tablet can now be seen on the south 

face of the Richard Halliburton Memorial 

Tower. 

This contribution was to be only the 

first of many that Stewart would make. 

When the College opened its session of 

1851-52, Stewart, now retired from his 

iron factory, was listed on the facu lty ros

ter as Professor ofNatural Sciences. W h at 

the roster does not note is that he was serv

ing without remuneration, which h e con

tinued to do throughout his connection 

with the College. 

In 1853, Stewart accepted an in vita

tion to serve as President of the College. 

When the Nashville Synod assumed own 

ership of the school in 1855, its leadership 

resolved: "That in consequence of the 

munificent donations, of long continued 

and disinterested service, of ardent and 

untiring devotion to science, and of th e 

high Christian and moral character of 

Wm. M. Stewart, the President of said 

Institution, that it be called in his honor, 

'Stewart College.' " 

Among the "munificent donations" 

Stewart had made to the College was th e 

Vanuxem collection, a famous and exten 

sive collection of 6,000 mineral specimens 

and 16,000 fossils, described as "the larg

est, finest, and most systematically ar

ranged private collection in the United 

States." 

Stewart, the serious scholar and gen

erous giver, was unfortunately not the 

bush-beating fundraiser the young College 

needed most in its presidential chair. In 

1858 he resigned his presidential duties 

and helped the trustees secure the services 

of Rev. R.B. McMullen to take over the 

leadership of the College. And when 

McMullen conducted a drive to create an 

endowment for the College, Stewart was 

one of the major contributors. 

After the Civil War, with the Castle 

stripped to its bare walls and floors by 

the Union soldiers and the refugees who 

had later been quartered there, it was 

Stewart, now as Chairman of the Board of 



Trustees, who had the duty of reporting to 

th e Syn od of N ashville the sad condition 

of the College. Witho ut a substantia l 

amount of m on ey for repa irs, h e co n

cluded, the College could n o t be reopen ed . 

W hen the mon ey was miraculously ra ised, 

it was S tewart who on ce again served as 

A ctin g Pres ident in the first sess ion until 

th e newly elected John Sh earer could ar

rive to take ch arge . 

Fro m a b o ut 18 5 2 a n d continuing 

almost up until his death in 18 77, S tewart 

m a inta ined a co llab o ra t ion w ith the 

S m ithsonian Institution, using his own 

in strume nts t o r e c o rd loca l w eathe r 

con d itions. At the urging of the S mith

son ian 's cura tor, Stewart a lso arran ged 

collections of Tennessee reptiles , fish , and 

sma ll m amma ls fo r the museum. His 

person al collection of sh e lls fro m a ll over 

th e world numbered more than 17,000 and 

includ e d hundre d s o f b iva lves fr o m 

Ten nessee rivers, a ll properly identified 

and cataloged . 

When S tewart died , his faculty col

leagues saluted "the puri ty of his life, the 

gen tlen ess of his manners, th e modesty and 

child like simplic ity which ch aracter ized 

his discourse with everyon e, the frank 

and gen erous bearing which h e a lways 

displayed in every re lation. " 

It is in these last qualities that Stewart 

left his m ost valuable legacy. His h on esty, 

his lack of pre ten sion, and his dedication 

to learning establish ed a tradition of genu

inen ess and con cern for academic excel

len ce that h as cont inued to sh ape the 

course of this college ever since. 

These rare seventeenth-century 

French drawings of shellfish are 

another of Stewart's gifts to the 

College . 

A number of the scientific texts 

donated to the College by Stewart 

are kept in the Rare Book Room 

of the Burrow Library . 



apter Two: The Presidents of the College 

John Buny , n Shearer: 
A Hero fr Virginia 
President, 1870-7 

After Shearer's wedding to 

Miss Lizzie Gessner of Prince 

Edward County, Virginia, the 

solemn couple sat for this 

daguerreotype portrait . 

I f William Stewart was the first savior 

of the College, then surely Rev. John 

Bunyan Shearer was its second. Born and 

educated in Virginia, he received his un

dergraduate degree from Hampden

Sydney College, his Master's from the Uni

versity of Virginia, and his divinity degree 

from Union Seminary at Hampden

Sydney. Ordained as a minister in 1858, 

his first pastorate was at Chapel Hill, 

North Carolina, which he served until the 

Civil War halted the activities of the 

University of North Carolina. After the 

war he served several churches and taught 

at a private school in Halifax County, 

Virginia. 

When he arrived at Stewart College 

in 1870, he faced a daunting task. The 

devastation of the region's economy by the 

war and Reconstruction made fundraising 

well-nigh impossible. The Nashville 

Synod was able to keep the College func

tioning, but with no increase in the mea

ger endowment, there was little chance for 

the school to prosper. Shearer spent so 

much of his time in the thankless job of 

trying to find money for the College that 

the Board granted him an assistant to 

manage the school's day-to-day activities. 

But if Shearer's financial efforts were 

not as successful as he would have liked, 

he more than compensated by making two 

significant and enduring contributions to 

the future of the institution. 

First, he reorganized the curriculum 

along the lines of that of his alma mater, 

the University of Virginia. Following the 

guidelines of that school's founder, Tho

mas Jefferson, he set forth five goals: the 

recognition of real university standards of 

instruction and scholarship; the establish

ment of distinct "schools" in which great 

subjects were grouped; the securing of great 

teachers at any cost; the creation of an 

e lective system, departing from the pre

scribed classical formula formerly offered; 

and the establishment of a course of study 

in the Bible. 

Second, realizing that a school of the 

scope and quality he envisioned was be

yond the resources of the Nashville Synod, 

Shearer joined with Dr. J .A. Lyon and Dr. 

B.M. Palmer to promote to the Synods of 

the Southwest the Plan of Union that ul

timately resulted in the conversion of 

Stewart College into Southwestern Pres

byterian University in 1879. 

Exhausted from raising funds, Shearer 

was happy to relinquish leadership of the 

new University to Dr. J.N. Waddel and 

limit his role to teaching. He remained at 

the College as Professor of Biblical Stud

ies, Hebrew, and New Testament Greek 

until 1888, when he was elected to the 

presidency of Davidson College in North 

Carolina. He retired as President in 1901, 

continuing to serve as Vice-President un

til his death in 1918. He is remembered at 

Davidson for his strong mind, his gener

osity to needy students, and, alas, his long 

prayers, as Mary D. Beaty observed in her 

history of Davidson: "Thirty minute 

prayers were as nothing to him; a congre

gation, standing when he began, would 

all be collapsed in pews when he reached 

the 'amen'." 



When the Synods of the Southwest 

took over Stewart College and 

converted it to Southwestern Presbyterian 

U nivers ity in 1879, they wisely chose Dr. 

John N. Waddel to serve as Chancellor (a 

n ew ti tle for the presiding officer of the 

in stitution, based upon its new status as a 

univers ity). 

Dr. Waddel's experience and talents 

were exactly what the reborn school 

n eeded. Born in 1812 in Willington, South 

C arolina, he was the son of an eminent 

Presbyterian minister and educator, Dr. 

Moses Waddel, who served as President of 

the U niversity of Georgia from 1819-29. 

After graduating from his father's school, 

John Waddel followed his distinguished 

father's footsteps, first as a teacher, then 

as a minister. 

In 1841, he moved to Mississippi with 

his brother-in-law, Dr. J .H. Gray, with 

whom Waddel founded Montrose Acad

emy and several churches. In 1848, when 

the new University of Mississippi opened 

its doors in Oxford, he was a member of 

its faculty, serving as Professor of Greek 

and Latin. 

In his Memorials of Academic Life, Dr. 

W addel described the first class of Ole Miss 

students in despairing terms: "In point of 

morals and habits of application to duty, 

an d intellectual advancement, the large 

body of the students were idle, unculti

vated, viciously disposed, and ungovern

ab le ... In my opinion nothing saved the 

U niversity from utter and speedy ruin, 

under God's blessing, but the sternest and 

most rigid exercise of discipline." 

Dr. Waddel was present at the birth of 

yet another college in 1857 when he 

joined the faculty of LaGrange Synodical 

C ollege just outside Memphis, where his 

brother-in-law Dr. Gray was now presi

dent. Like Stewart College, LaGrange was 

founded by an alliance between a Presby

terian Synod (that of Memphis) and the 

Masonic lodges of that region. After only 

three years in the presidency, Dr. Gray 

resigned, and Dr. Waddel was prevailed 

Rev. J.N. Waddel: 
The First Chancellor 

upon to take over the reins of the school 

in 1860. 

Again like Stewart College, LaGrange 

College was occupied by Federal troops 

during the Civil War. But instead of being 

merely vandalized, it was completely de

stroyed-LaGrange's buildings were lev

eled and its bricks used to build huts for 

the Union soldiers. 

Waddel himself was at one point in 

danger of imprisonment for refusing to sign 

an oath of loyalty to the U.S. government, 

but he managed to slip through enemy 

lines at night and escape to join the Army 

of the Mississippi as commissioner in 

charge of chaplains. 

When the University of Mississippi 

reopened after the war, Waddel was called 

to its chancellorship, and over the next 

nine years managed to get the struggling 

institution back on its feet. He left in 1874 

to serve as Secretary of Education for the 

Presbyterian Churches of the South and 

spent most of his time traveling through 

the Synods and attempting to raise money 

for the proposed new Southwestern Pres

byterian University. 

So it seemed logical and right that 

when the new school officially opened its 

first session in September 1879, its Chan

cellor was John N. Waddel. 

His scholarship, religious credentials, 

administrative ability, invaluable experi

ence with taming the "ungovernable" Ole 

Miss students, and his popularity through

out the Synods of the Southwest combined 

to make him the ideal leader for SPU, as 

the revitalized institution soon came to be 

known. He was loved and respected by stu

dents and faculty alike, and was greatly 

missed when he retired in 1888. He died 

in 1895. 

Chancellor, 1 879-88 

The LaGrange Synodical College 

under Union occupation. 

H arpe r's W eekly, Dec. 20 , 

1862, engraving by A . Simplot. 
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Party Politics: 
Why Waddel 
Left Ole Miss, 
June 24, 1874 

A s Chancellor of a state university, Waddel was 

subject to the usual pressures of political appoin

tees. During Reconstruction, it was particularly difficult 

for longtime Southerners to stomach the arrogance of 

the Republican carpetbaggers and scalawags in state 

government. He explains his final decision to resign 

from the chancellorship as a social and political con

flict: 

"At the Chancellor's annual reception during 

Commencement week, the Trustees were present, and 

among them those who belonged to the Republican 

party. As I sincerely desired to have them feel at home 

and enjoy the evening, I made it a point that ought to 

be observed, to have those gentlemen introduced to the 

ladies who were present. I, at the same time, took the 

precaution to ascertain the personal sentiment of the 

ladies in this regard, and ascertain whether it would be 

agreeable to them to be presented in this way, and this I 

did without the slightest intimation to the Trustees 

themselves. Every lady whom I approached declined 

very quietly, but very promptly. These gentlemen (I was 

informed by a party present in company with them) 

resented this neglect, and laid the entire blame to my 

charge, considering it a tacit purpose on my part, and a 

practical indignity done to themselves. It was just one 

of those unavoidable occurrences one is called to 

encounter sometimes in society, which could not be 

explained without making matters worse; so I said 

nothing to anyone about it. But as I heard of the fact as 

stated above, I confess that, while under other circum

stances their dissatisfaction would not have influenced 

my action at all, it had the effect of simply confirming 

my decision already reached, to tender my resignation. 

This I did immediately on the assembling of the Board 

at their office, after breakfast." 

I n May of 1874, 

the Board of 

Trustees of the 

newly formed 

Southwestern Pres

byterian Univer

sity accepted the 

proposal of the city 

of Clarksville, Ten

nessee, to be the 

home of their institution. One year later, in May of 1875, the 

man was born who fifty years later would remove that college 

from Clarksville-and give the College not just a new cam

pus, but a new name and new life. 

Charles Edward Diehl was born in Charles Town (as it 

was then known), West Virginia. His father was a marble 

and granite dealer, so it was perhaps in the family business 

that Diehl developed his lifelong appreciation of stonework. 

In Diehl's own words, "I was an only child, sickly and 

afflicted with heart trouble, which restricted my boyhood 

activities, especially in the matter of normal sports. Conse

quently, I was prepared for college by tutors." 

In 1896 he received his A.B. from Johns Hopkins Uni

versity, an outstanding liberal arts college whose motto

"Veritas vas liberabit" -would forever be a part of Diehl's val

ues. He continued his education at Princeton University, 

where in 1900 he received his M.A. degree, graduated from 

the Princeton Theological Seminary, and was ordained as a 

minister. 

His pastoral career began with the churches of Crescent 

Springs and Independence, Kentucky, from 1900 to 1905. 

He then served two years in Greenville, Mississippi, where 

he met the woman who in 1909 would become his wife, 

Katherine lreys. 

After only two years in Greenville, Diehl was called to 

the pulpit of First Church in Clarksville, Tennessee. Ener

getic and outgoing, Diehl quickly became a popular and im

portant figure in the Clarksville community. He was one of 

the founders of the local Rotary Club and was also active in 

organizing the Boy Scouts and the United Charities. In 1909 

he accepted a one-term replacement position teaching Bibli

cal Languages and Literature at Southwestern Presbyterian 



harles Edward Diehl: President, 1 91 7-49 

''Genuineness and excellence'' 

U niversity and the following year the University honored 

h im with a Doctor of Divinity degree. 

So he was no stranger to the institution when it called 

upon him to assume the presidency in 191 7. The previous 

President, J .R. Dobyns, had resigned in the middle of the 

19 16-1 7 year, feeling that he lacked support from the Board 

for his "forward movement" to increase the enrollment and 

en dowment of the College. George Lang, Professor of His

tory and Vice-President, served as Acting President until the 

en d of the school year in June, when the position was offered 

to Diehl. 

It was a difficult choice for Diehl. He was at that time 

seriously considering the offer of the pastorate of a Chicago 

ch urch "at a very substantial salary." Already weakened by 

p oor morale and ongoing financial problems, the University 

h ad just lost half of its 119 students due to the entry of the 

U nited States into World War I in April 1917. Accepting 

th e presidency "seemed to be a precarious undertaking," but 

after long and careful thought, he did so "out of a sense of 

duty and as a venture of faith." 

Faith was certainly necessary in the next two years as he 

sh epherded the school through its wartime exigencies, 

brought women students into the College on an equal basis 

with men, and struggled within his own mind as to whether 

th e College could be sustained in Clarksville. In 1919 he 

agreed with those who wanted to move the school to Mem

ph is, and set in motion a project that would consume him for 

th e next six years. 

During those six years he juggled numerous tasks: he di

rected the affairs of the College and taught in its Bible course; 

worked with the fundraising committee on a daily basis to 

secure the $1.5 million needed for the move; selected the 

ac tual site (and negotiated a considerable reduction in the 

cost of the property); toured the country interviewing archi

tects; worked with the selected architect to design the new 

campus; supervised every detail of the building of that cam

pus ("I do not believe that the kitchen as now planned is 

adequate or effective"); and bought a stone quarry in Arkan

sas. 

Nor did his labors cease with the opening of the new cam

pus on September 24, 1925. With the campus still far from 

complete and the mortgage to be retired, Diehl's goals for the 

Dr. Diehl's 
Famous "Oil Can" 

I n 1955, Dr. Diehl explained the legendary "oil can" 

fund which he had used to assist members of the 

faculty and staff who were "confronted with emergen

cies and financial problems which were difficult to 

handle in view of the low salary scale of the College": 

"I opened a bank account in the name of Charles 

E. Diehl, Special, in which I placed from time to time 

small amounts out of my own limited funds. I thought 

of this small fund as my 'oil can.' Several of my friends 

and a few alumni of the College voluntarily gave me 

sums of various amounts to be placed in the 'oil can' 

account and to be used as occasion required. The fund 

was never large. 

"Out of this fund it has been possible to assist, 

either with a small gift or a loan, many members of 

the faculty and staff who were in unusual need because 

of illness, death in the family, or other emergencies. A 

few faculty members have been aided in a small way 

in their graduate work. Also, especially during the 

depression years, a number of students were enabled 

to remain in college through assistance from this fund." 
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Katherine lreys Diehl: 
''A just appreciation'' 

I n Clarksville, President and Mrs. Diehl and their 

son Charles enjoyed the comforts of the two-story 

home on the campus built by Chancellor Summey 

in the 1890s. But when the College was moved to 

its much larger quarters in Memphis, the Diehls were 

not so fortunate. Although the original plans for the 

campus included an attractive two-story President's 

House at the base of the proposed tower at the west 

end of Palmer Hall, there was not enough money to 

build the tower or the house in 1925 . So they moved into an apartment that 

had been created for them at the south end of Neely Hall. 

In these early Memphis years, Mrs. Diehl was a familiar and reassur

ing presence to the students as she sat beneath the trees outside Neely, sew

ing and visiting with the students. In the Southwestern Alumni Magazine of 

May/June 1933, the following "Just Appreciation of Mrs. Diehl" appeared: 

"Mrs. Diehl has made Southwestern mean much to Memphis. Grateful 

alumni and friends thank Dr. Diehl for the beauty and suitability of the col

lege buildings, but it is Mrs. Diehl who has supervised the planting and the 

care of the beds of iris bordering the drives, the roses climbing over the fences, 

and the clumps of jonquils scattered about in the grove of trees. 

"All Southwestern students are Mrs. Diehl's own. Her generous friend

ship finds them even before they know they need her and it endures undi

minished after their graduation. Perhaps it is because she establishes a warm 

informality by the use of each student's given name; surely it is because of her 

'little, nameless, unremembered acts of kindness and love' that she creates 

around her, in contrast to the academic atmosphere of Palmer Hall, the fra

grant atmosphere of the home." 

The entrance to the 

Diehls' apartment in 

Neely Hall bore witness 

to Mrs. Diehl's love 

of flowers. 

C ollege were se t even high e r. 

Five years la ter, in October of 1930, as 

the College struggled with the effects of 

the Depression, Diehl endured a person al 

ordea l: a group of loca l ministers ch arged 

him with heresy and finan c ial recklessn ess 

in the management of the College. A hear

ing before the Board of Directo rs unani

mously cleared him of all charges. 

In 1941, Diehl's success as a C hristian 

educato r was reflected in the two signifi

cant pos ition s h e occ upied that year

Moderato r of the General A ssembly of the 

Church and President of the American 

Association of Colleges. 

Diehl anno unced his decision to re

tire in 1944, as h e n eared the mandatory 

retire ment age of seventy, but the Board 

requested that h e stay until 194 7 to see 

the $2.5 million Pre-Centennial Endow

ment Fund campa ign to its conclusion. 

The success of this campa ign in M emphis 

and through o ut the Synods was a fitting 

final tribute to the man who h ad given so 

much of himse lf to the College . His offi

c ial d eparture from the presidency was 

observed during the ceremonies marking 

the C ollege's centennia l year in 1949. 

Of course, Diehl n ever really departed 

from the College. His advice was fre 

quently sought and generously given . A s 

his eyesight fa iled in la ter years, a succes

sion of students , faculty, and alumni gladly 

became his readers. For his e ightieth birth

day h e was serenaded by the entire stu

dent body. H e died on February 27 , 1964, 

in his e ighty-ninth year. 

When Diehl became President of the 

C ollege in 1917 it h ad plant and endow

ment assets of $400,000; when h e retired 

thirty-two years la ter, those assets were in 

excess of $5 million . But the greatest en

dowment he left the College were the ide

als tha t guided his life and were expressed 

in the words en graved beneath his sta tue: 

genuineness and excellence. 



P eyton Nalle Rhodes: President,1949-ss 

"Zeal for knowledge has been his polestar and 
the pursuit of excellence his course" 

PNR+ Fro m 19 4 9 to 

1965 these ini

tials were "th e officia l stam p, th e 

unequivocal authority, the ultimate 

word in the college community," ac

cording to th e an on ymous author 

of a re tirement tribute to Peyton 

Nalle Rh odes in 1965 . M ore than 

that, tho ugh, to his fri ends and 

faculty the initials were an affec

tionate n ickn ame, a way to reduce 

the impress ive syllab les of his n ame 

to an access ib le , unprete n t io us 

h andle that corresponded to the 

man's own q ualit ies. 

He was g iv e n tha t splend id 

n ame by h is pro ud p a r e nts in 

C rozet, Virginia , on the day of his 

birth, January 29, 1900. After grammar 

school and high sch ool in C lifton Forge, 

Virginia, he entered the University of Vir

ginia, where he was a member of the Raven 

Society and Ph i Be ta Kappa. H e rece ived 

his B.A. in chemistry in 1920, h is M .A. 

one year later, and his Ph.D. in ph ys ics in 

1926. He spent th e years 1922 to 1924 

t each ing c he m istr y and p hys ics a t 

W oodberry Forest Sch oo l in Oran ge , 

Virginia, subjects h e was to la ter teach (as 

well as Spanish ) at th e University whi le 

h e was working on his doctorate. 

Soon after earnin g h is Ph.D. , Rhodes 

was recruited by Dr. D iehl to move to th e 

new Southwestern cam pus in M emphis as 

Ass istant Professor of Ph ys ics. H e returned 

briefly to Virginia in 1927 to cla im his 

college sweetheart, A lice Bo isseau Arch er, 

as his bride. In 1929, h e was e levated to 

- Inscr ip ti o n o n p laque in Frazier J e lke Science Center ho no ring Or. Rhodes 

fu ll professorship . 

During World W ar II , Rhodes served 

as coordinator of the Thirteenth College 

Tra ining D etachment (Aircrew) on the 

campus and was n amed Vice-President of 

the C ollege in 1944 . 

When Dieh l re tired in 1949 , the Board 

of Trustees unanimously chose Rhodes to 

succeed him, with Dieh l's wh olehearted 

support: "I am delighted to turn over the 

presidency to him, feeling assured that the 

st andards and high q ua lity of work a t 

Southwestern will be continued . I h ave the 

greatest confidence in Dr. Rhodes' rock

r ibbed integrity." 

Diehl's confiden ce was we ll-p laced . 

A bri ef summ a ry o f Rho d es ' acco m 

plishments in the s ix teen years of his 

pres iden cy can on ly sugges t his las ting 

and en ormo us contribution s: ten m ajo r 
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Peyton Rhodes 
Didn't Lose His Dignity 
The Hula Hoop Experience 

I t was 1958 and the world was mad for the hula hoop. 

So mad that the normally staid Rotary Club of Memphis 

included a hula hoop competition as part of the fun at its 

annual picnic. 

And the winner was ... Dr. Peyton Nalle Rhodes, Presi

dent of Southwestern at Memphis! 

When this hip-shaking event was reported the following 

day by Memphis Press-Scimitar writer Mary Allie Taylor '33, 

her account included PNR's insightful (and typically witty) 

explanation of his success: 

"Actually, what is involved is the conservation of angu

lar momentum, something that should certainly be conserved 

by all and sundry. It is merely necessary to exert a small, but 

carefully regulated impulse (the product afforce X time) by 

allowing a hypersensitive sacroiliac to impinge on a small 

portion of the interior periphery of a short section of the hoop. 

The impulse, applied with some discretion, serves to produce 

a change in the angular momentum of the hoop, and if the 

force of this impulse is so directed that there is a small verti

cal component of this momentum opposing the force of grav

ity which acts uniformly over the plane of the hoop, then the 

resulting horizontal motion will be maintained with rare uni

formity to the amazement of all beholders who do not realize 

that the whole deal is just as easy as falling off a log." 

A hula-hooping college president was too good a story 

for the wire services to pass up, and soon Rhodes was receiv

ing congratulations fro'tn colleagues and delighted alumni 

across the country. There was even an editorial in the New 

York Post . 

But it was the editorial page of the Press-Scimitar that 

expressed the universal view of the community most suc

cinctly. Under the headline PEYTON RHODES DIDN'T LOSE HIS 

DIGNITY, the editors observed: 

"Someone remarked when he read the news that Presi

dent Peyton Rhodes of Southwestern had won the hula hoop 

championship at the Rotary picnic and saw the picture of 

him in the act in Saturday's Press-Sc_imitar: 'Peyton Rhodes is 

one of the few college presidents I know who could do that 

and not lose his dignity.' 

THE TERRE HAUTE STAR, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1958. 

S11U('TI.¥ SClENTlFlC-The cunent hula booping c:raze h~$ reacll.ed 
ev('n tbe h:Jfi()Wtd balls it1 ivy, wbcr lt Jt; llOW reci~gnized a.« ju$t 
a matter Df Newtan'.s laws I)( roobon. At Southwcs~rn College in 
1.1t~pbiSc , TM!l., f're:>idellt P4.lyt~n N. Rhodt>.S utiHU' lhe Pb}'Sres 
hA fDrmerly t:>ught to 1.1>hir'l tbe hoop as an unbelievj1, ~d 
pauus In the background. 

"Peyton Rhodes has the sureness of himself and the right

ness of his purpose that gives him such a sense of security that 

he needs no shell of false dignity to protect him. Hence his 

naturalness and outspokenness. He looks all right in a cap 

and gown and also in a hula hoop." 



buildings , including Burrow Library, 

M allory Gymnasium and the Halliburton 

Tower, were added to the College's exist

ing eigh t; enrollment increased from 600 

to 900; a campus chapter of Phi Beta 

Kappa was founded; financial support from 

the church and national foundations was 

increased; and total assets grew from $5 

million to nearly $14 million. 

Rhodes was in every sense a hands-on 

president, whether he was pulling a n 

errant weed from a campus flower bed, 

check ing for dust in a campus phone 

booth , or supervising every construction 

detai l in a new building. After his retire

ment in 1965, he served as consultant for 

construction of the Frazier Jelke Science 

Center complex. He also returned to the 

pres idential desk in Halliburton Tower for 

a four-month period in late 1969 while the 

trustees sought a replacement for Dr. David 

Alexander. In 1979 he returned once more 

as A cting Vice-President and Dean. In 

1981, the College honored him by nam

ing the six-story physics building the 

Peyton Nalle Rhodes Tower. 

Three years later, when the Board of 

Trustees had decided that the confusing 

Southwestern name needed to be retired, 

the solution seemed obvious: name it after 

the man who had served the College so 

well for more than fifty years of his life. 

Accordingly, on July 1, 1984, the Col

lege recognized Peyton N alle Rhodes for 

the inca lculable gifts he had bestowed 

upon it in his more than fifty years of 

service: his devotion, warmth, scholarship, 

w it, vision, and inspiring example. Said 

Board Chairman Frank M. Mitchener, Jr. 

when the name change was announced, 

"We do not honor a benefactor in the 

traditional sense; rather, we honor one 

who has given his life to Southwestern." 

A Consort 
of Grace and 

Charm 

S he was born Alice 

Boisseau Archer in Her

mitage, Virginia-a town she 

once described as "two gas sta

tions and a telephone pole"

where her father was a country 

doctor. She attended Hollins 

and Mary Baldwin College be

fore marrying Peyton Rhodes, 

the young physics professor 

who whisked her away to Mem

phis in 1927. 

Her natural friendliness 

made her an invaluable asset to campus life. Of her 

early days on the small Southwestem campus she said, 

"I knew the first names of all the people there-! 

knew every student." And they all knew Mrs . 

Rhodes-and loved her. In appreciation for years of 

faithful attendance at football games, hosting offi

cial functions, welcoming visitors, raising money for 

scholarships, and giving of herself unselfishly to the 

whole college community, she was honored in 1972 

by the Southwestern Women's Club with the cre

ation of the Alice Archer Rhodes Scholarship Fund. 

Dr. and Mrs . Rhodes 

hosted a party honor

ing Lisa Rollow, 

daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. John Rollow. 



CHapter Two: The Presidents of the College I 

Jatnes Harold Daughdrill, Jr.: 
President, 1973-

"JnspireS wit 
intellect ... 

his energy, challenges with his 
warms with his faith." 

T his college 

was built by 

brave men. In

cluded in that 

number must cer

tainly be those in

trepid members of 

the Board of Trust

ees who, in January 

1973, broke with 

the tradition of 

choosing educators 

to run a college and 

chose as their eigh

teenth president a 

man with no expe

rience in managing 

an inst itution of higher learning, a man 

who had spent half his career as a busi-

nesstnan. 

But this seemingly unlikely prospect 

had been the unanimous choice of two se

lection committees, one comprised of ten 

board members (five were alumni), the 

other an advisory committee of five fac

ulty members and three students. At the 

press conference announcing their choice, 

Acting Board President Van Pritchartt 

said, "With J im Daughdrill coming to take 

over the presidency, we look forward to 

the best days ever." 

The twenty-five years (to date) of the 

Daughdrill presidency bear witness to the 

wisdom of the committees and the perspi

cacity of Mr. Pritchartt. By all measurable 

standards, as it celebrates its 150th anni

versary in 1998, the College is enjoying 

-Ralph Jones Il l, a lumnus and trustee 

its "best days ever." 

James H . Daughdrill, Jr. started h is life 

in that part of the country that could al

most be called the cradle of the College's 

presidents, the southeastern United States. 

He was born in LaGrange, Georgia, on 

Apri l 25, 1934 , and graduated in 1952 

from Chattanooga's McCall ie School 

(founded by a graduate of the same col

lege that Daughdrill would someday h ead). 

After two years at Davidson College, 

where he was president of his sophomore 

class, Daughdrill married his high school 

sweetheart, E l izabeth Anne Gay, and 

transferred to Em ory University in At

lanta. In 1956 he received his B.A. in En

glish from Emory and entered his father's 

textile business in Cartersville, Georgia. 

By 1958 th e younger Daughdrill was 

pres ident of the carpet div ision of the com

pany, and the following year he was elected 

to membership in the Young President's 

Organization In ternational. In 1961 he 

was named Cartersv ille's "Young Man of 

the Year" and elected to th e Board of D i

rectors of the National Carpet Inst itute. 

He was a young man on the fast track to 

success. 

But in 1964, at the age of thirty, ac

cording to h is wife, "We were happy, bu t 

something was m issing." Daughdrill ex

p lained it this way: "There are human d i

mensions th at business just didn't have, 

and I wasn't fu lfilled as a whole human 

being." Daughdrill had seriously consid

ered the ministry while he was in college 

and now the call to the church had 



returned, even st ron ger than before. 

So they sold the ir h ome and moved to 

Decatur, Georgia , where D aughdrill en 

rolled in Columbia Theological Seminary 

and Libby Daughdrill took a job as a sec

retary a t th e First Bap t ist C hurch . At Co

lumbia, Daughdrill served a year as pres i

dent of th e student body befo re rece iv ing 

h is Master of Divinity degree m agna cum 

laude in 1967. Later th at year th e young 

family (there were n ow two Daughdrill 

children, with a third soon to appear) 

moved to Little R ock and its first pastor

ate, S t. Andrew's Presbyter ian C hurch . 

Within a year, Daughdrill was pres ident 

of the Little R ock Presbyterian Ministers 

Assoc iation . The pres identia l title just 

seemed to come n atura lly wherever h e 

went. 

W ider h orizon s in the church beck

oned, and in 19 70 Daughdrill accepted th e 

position of Secretary of S tewardship for th e 

Presbyterian C hurch in the United States. 

It was here, in 1973, that h e cam e to the 

attention of the Southwestern search com 

mittees. 

Southwes tern was seeking "a man of 

highes t person a l integrity .. . a proven 

leader, a n expe rie n ced administrator, 

someon e wh o could represent Southwest

ern w e ll b e fo re a ll its p ublics." In 

Daughdrill , the school fo und a ll of that

and much more . 

The school found a man who could 

stop th e rising tide of debt that threaten ed 

the stability and growth of th e College. 

H e soon erased the red ink tha t h ad ch ar

acterized the previous six years, and th e 

school h as operated in the black ever since. 

The school found a m an wh o could 

define the miss ion of the College, who 

could clearly sta te its governing values and 

its C hristian commitment. A man who 

could put modern organization a l skills a t 

the serv ice of that n oblest of profess ions, 

the tra ining of young minds. A man who 

could ra ise faculty sala ries until t h ey 

ranked in the top twenty percent of sma ll 

Daughdrill Takes 
the Chair 

One look a t his list of accomplishments makes it clear that J im D augh drill 

was born to lead. In addition to th e var io us pres iden c ies that h ave m arked 

his career, he h as found time to serve as ch a irman of a number of profes

sion al organ ization s. H ere are some of the m ajo r committees, counc ils, and 

boards h e h as h eaded at var ious t imes in th e past twenty-four years: 

• Association of American Colleges and Universities 

• National Advisory Committee on Accreditation, 
U.S. Department of Education 

• Southern College and University Union 

• Southern University Conference 

• Tennessee Council of Private Colleges 

• Southern College Athletic Conference 

• Memphis Chapter, National Conference of 
Christians and Jews 

• Association of Presbyterian Colleges 



. . 

Several times a year, Daughdrill 

sits at a table in the Refectory at 

lunchtime with his AT&T sign , 

inviting students to Ask the 

President , Tell the President, Talk 

to the President . 

A Few Things 
You May Not 
Know About 
Jim Daughdrill 
• Collects model Volkswagen 

Beetles 

• Cuts his own hair 

• Serves his wife coffee in 
bed every morning 

• Meditates an hour each 
morning, and spends a 
week of silent retreat in a 
Trappist monastery every 
year 

• Eats Snickers candy bars 

• Some of his heroes: 
Beethoven, Robert Frost, 
Emily Dickinson, Karl 
Barth, Thomas Merton, 
Charles E. Diehl 

• Has six grandchildren and 
two cats 

• Likes to end his day with 
an Auturo Fuente Double 
Chateau cigar 

liberal arts colleges, and could see the av

erage SAT scores of incoming students rise 

from 1105 to 1288. 

In an unprecedented action in 1979, 

the trustees awarded Daughdrill a ten-year 

contract. This action was taken, in the 

words of Dr. Paul Tudor Jones, trustee and 

alumnus, "to express its confidence in his 

leadership and to safeguard the future of 

the College." In 1989, that contract was 

renewed for a second ten-year term. 

Daughdrill's achievements have not 

been attained without stresses. There h ave 

been disagreements over tenure, faculty 

evaluation methods, an d intellectual di

versity. But most h ave been the kind that 

arise any time a group of bright people with 

strong opinions get together. And the dis

course h as been reasoned, the arguments 

have been civil-most of the time. 

The physical expansion of the College 

h as continued under Daughdrill, with 

eigh t new buildings added, including the 

m ost recent, the Bryan Campus Life Cen

ter, the largest facility on the campus. 

Major renovations to existing buildings 

h ave preserved the College's valuable ar

chitectural h eritage while preparing it for 

further years of service. 

The financial growth during the 

Daughdrill years h as been little sh ort of 

phenomenal: the endowment has in

creased to $207 million and total assets 

of the College h ave increased by $300 

million. 

With this h ealthy fiscal picture, enroll

ment a t an a ll-t ime high (1 ,463), and 

national media recognition for the qual

ity of the sch ool, Rhodes College is stron

ger, better equipped , and more fully pre

pared to carry out its miss ion than at any 

time in its long history. Jim Daughdrill's 

manifo ld accomplishments guarantee him 

an h onored place in that history. 

The Daughdrill Farnily 

(st anding, left of stairs) 

David Hoover and daughter Katie 

(sitting on step) 

Gay Daughdrill Boyd and son Battle Boyd 

(standing behind Gay o n left with child) 

Hal Boyd III and son Hal Boyd IV 

(standing behind Gay on right) 

] ohn H oover and his mother 
Risha Daughdrill H oover 

(second row from top, left to right) 

Elizabeth Gay Daughdrill, ]im Daughdrill, 
his mother Vickie Daughdrill, and his 
sister Meg Daughdrill 

(top row, left to right) 

] ames H. Daughdrill, Hal Daughdrill 



Elizabeth Gay Daughdrill: 
A Full--Tin1e Partner 

I n political circles, Libby Daughdrill 

would be known as an "activist" wife; 

she t akes her responsibilities as the 

College's first lady as seriously as her hus

band takes his presidential duties. As 

former Board Chairman Robert McCallum 

put it, "When they're on the road, it's like 

two people working for the College instead 

of one." 

And the Daughdrills are on the road a 

lot- meeting alumni, introducing Rhodes 

to prospective students and their parents, 

help ing to raise money for the endowment, 

sharing their enthusiasm for the College 

with everyone they meet. 

The Daughdrill team is far more than 

a "road show," of course. When they're at 

home, they have a full calendar of college 

events: dinners and receptions to host, lec

tures to attend, sporting activities to cheer, 

visiting dignitaries to entertain. 

Libby Daughdrill seems to have been 

born to fill the role. Her warm smile and 

Southern manners (she grew up in At

lan ta) can put anyone at ease-from a 

n ervous freshman to an international eco

n omics lecturer. 

Making people feel welcome is cer

tainly an essential part of a first lady's as

signment, but Libby is much more to 

Rhodes than a gracious hostess. In addi

t ion to supervising all official entertain

ing, she has worked in the office of the 

D ean of Students, served on planning 

c ommittees for college events, and 

h andled social correspondence for the 

presidential office. 

But her most lasting contribution has 

been in interior design. Libby has accepted 

the responsibility for seeing that the 

College's social rooms maintain the 

Rhodes style and quality in their furnish

ings. Just as her husband has preserved the 

architectural integrity of 

the campus buildings, she 

has seen that the interiors 

reflect the same dignity and 

warmth. 

As great as her devo

tion to Rhodes has been 

and as much of herself as 

she has given to it, the Col

lege must still take second 

place in her affections. For 

Jim and Libby Daughdrill, 

their family has always been 

and will ever be first in their 

hearts. The Daughdrills' 

three children-Hal, Risha 

and Gay-are grown now 

with children of their own, 

but the entire family still gets together at 

Easter and Thanksgiving and arranges an 

annual vacation at a place that offers rec

reation for toddlers, teenagers, parents, and 

grandparents alike. 

In 1997, Libby 

honored her own par

ents and the College 

by establishing the 

annual Walter E. Gay 

Award for the out

standing male athlete 

of the year and the 

Rebecca Rish Gay 

Award for the out-

standing female ath

lete. She noted at the 

time that this award \ 
was prompted by her ) 

parents' indomitable 

f 
I 

spirit and their love for young people. That 

their daughter has inherited these admi

rable qualities is evident to everyone who 

meets Libby Daughdrill. 

. r 
~~ 

~ 
' 

Libby Daughdrill with tennis 

coach Sarah Hatgas and 

Rebecca Rish Gay award

winner Nao Kinoshita. 









T he Faculty 
Maintains Discipline 

I n the days before dean s, the disciplin

ing of students was a respon sibility of 

the fac ulty. The minutes of th e college 

faculty meet in gs ch ronicle an interesting 

array of student infraction s. 

O n M arch 3 1, 1851 , the minutes n ote 

that four students "were examined as to 

the parts th ey severally took in a mock duel 

on Saturday, M arch 29 ." All were sus

pended, and a young instruc to r in the 

preparato ry department was dismissed for 

h is part icipation in the affai r. 

T he fo llowing m onth, two students 

were brought before the faculty fo r "using 

profan e lan guage , quarreling and men ac

ing (M r. G uerin using a stick) and by Mr. 

Guerin making a person al assault upon Mr. 

Dixon . Whe n befo re the faculty, Mr. 

Dixon exhibited penitence and humility, 

but M r. G uerin gave n o token of regret ." 

For h is intransigence, Mr. Guerin was 

expelled. 

But the faculty could be fo rgiving as 

well. O n M arch 23, 1880, "The C h ancel

lor hav ing h ad an interview w ith Mr. 

Pepper, in v iew of his candid confession 

of h is weakness and his great abhorren ce 

of it, coupled with his great des ire to es

cape, if poss ible, from his craving for drink, 

and a lso in view of his great des ire to re

main in the institution on h on ora ble 

terms, it was reso lved that we give him 

ano th er trial in all kindness be lieving that 

he w ill reciprocate it in an h on orable way 

and h oping that h e m ay be more success

fu l in the future ." 

The fear of bad p ub lic relation s m ade 

things worse for two students charged with 

"disgraceful conduct" in M ay 7 , 1883, 

wh en th e faculty, "con sidering that there 

could be n o do ubt of the guilt of the par

ties , recognizing tha t th e circumstan ces 

be ing known to the c itizens of the town, 

the matter would occasion scanda l in th e 

community detrimen tal to th e character 

of the U niversity, dec ided that the above

n am ed students be summarily dismissed ." 

At times the faculty felt called upon 

to issue warnings. O n February 7, 1896, 

"it was moved and carried that the students 

be informed that card -p laying is contrary 

to the rules of th e Institution , and that 

an yon e wh o is known to be guilty of it will 

be held subj ect to d iscipline." 

And on September 29, 19 15, in a fore

sh adowing of today's Social R egulation s 

Council, the faculty reco mmended "that 

the func tion s of the H on or Council be 

extended to th e gen eral oversight of the 

moral conduct of th e student body, th at 

the H on or Counc il be empowered to take 

cognizan ce of such things as: intem per

ance, gambling, licen t iousn ess, ch eating 

in recitation s, in fact a ll conduct unbe

coming to a gentleman and a student of 

the University." 

"A surprising 
and most 
gratifying fact" 

W henJohnN. W addeltook 

the leadership of South

western Presbyterian University in 

1879, he h ad already served as the 

h ead of two co lleges , LaGran ge 

College in Tennessee and the Uni

versity of Mississ ippi in O xford. H e 

was much impressed with the qual

ity of the facult y h e fo und in 

C larksville. In his autobiography 

h e sta tes: 

"It h as always been to me 

a surprising, and ye t a most gra ti

fying fact, that the Southwestern 

Presbyterian Univers ity h as been 

so highly favored as to re tain in 

service for so long a period Profes

sors of such acknowledged ability 

as those o ccupying the severa l 

ch a irs of instruction in the Faculty. 

It is no t, by any means, an extrava

gant estimate of the merit justly 

accorded to these gentlemen , th at 

the y w o uld h a v e been fo und , 

respectively, full y equa l to an y 

s imilar pos itio n in an y of the 

institution s of the high er learning 

in the country." 



C apter Three: The Faculty Ji 

The Faculty of 1895 
T he ten professors who sat for this portrait in 1895 were 

among the best-loved and most-honored SPU faculty 

members of the last half of the nineteenth century. In their 

scholarship, wide-ranging interests, and devotion to their stu

dents, these men represent the kind of teaching that charac

terized the school in the nineteenth century. 

Rev. George Summey, D.O. 

Chancellor 

Summey, Chancellor of the University from 1892-1902, 

came to SPU from a pastorate in Chester, South Carolina. A 

graduate of Davidson College, he had also studied at Union 

Theological Seminary. His term as Chancellor was marked 

by the addition of the Waddel Building and Calvin Hall. It 

was Summey who pressed the school's Civil War damage claim 

against the U.S. government, resulting in the award of 

$25,000 to the school. In the SPU yearbook of 1899, the 

students paid him this tribute: "Dr. Summey possesses the 

two qualities now expected in the head of a literary institu

tion, culture and scholarship combined with executive abil

ity and a talent for business." 

Edvvard B. Massie 

Professor of Mathematics 

A student at the University of Virginia when the Civil 

War began, Massie joined the Army of Northern Virginia 

and was wounded three times. He belonged to a family of 

distinguished teachers: one brother taught at Washington and 

Lee, one at the University of Virginia, and one became Chan

cellor of the University of Tennessee. Massie's mathematics 

courses were among the most popular on campus. The SPU 

Journal said of him: "No man has ever been connected with 

the faculty of the SPU whose influence with the students has 

been greater or more wholesome than that of Mr. Massie. 

This is due both to his pre-eminent ability and untiring pa

tience as an instructor, and to his justice and kindness in all 

his dealings with his pupils." 

Thomas Oakley Deaderick 

Professor of Latin and French 

A native of east Tennessee, Deaderick received his edu

cation at the University of Tennessee and taught at his alma 

mater and West Florida Seminary before joining the South

western faculty. His father served for many years as Clerk of 

the Supreme Court of Tennessee, and his uncle served as Chief 

Justice of this state. The yearbook of 1899 notes that "Prof. 

Deaderick is skillful in imparting instruction and in stimulat

ing his students to a high degree of excellence. He is a culti

vated musician, is gifted with a very fine voice, and often con

tributes by his talents in this line to the pleasure of social gath

erings in Clarksville and University circles." 

· Robert Alexander Webb 

Professor of Systemati c Theology 

The son of a Mississippi planter who moved north to Nash

ville after the Civil War, Webb attended the famous Webb 

School (no relation) and entered Stewart College in 1874. 

He graduated in 1877 as valedictorian of his class and then 

entered Columbia Theological Seminary. He returned to his 

alma mater in 1892 to teach in the Theology School. The 

SPU Journal noted of him: "As a preacher he is earnest and 

eloquent, and proclaims the Word with power and simplicity. 

As a theologian, he is recognized as one of the ablest, soundest 

and most conservative in our church. As a teacher it is not too 

much to say, for it is the universal verdict of his classes, that he 

'was born' for the place and is unexcelled." 



G e org e Frederick Nicolassen 

Pro f e ssor of Greek and Gerrnan 

N icolassen's educational itinerary includes two institu

tions very familia r to this school: the University of Virginia 

(B.A. , M.A.) and Johns Hopkins University (Ph.D.). An 

accomplished musician, he conducted the musical part of the 

school's daily chapel exercises . N icolassen also founded and 

served as drillmaster of the "University Grays," a drill team 

that provided physical training for the students in the pre

gymn as ium days. The yearbook of 1899 observed: "Dr. 

Nicolassen is a man of few words, but those the right words , 

characterized by vigor, clearness and directness. His classes 

are large and there is no light or slighted work in them. They 

are noted fo r the frequency of the annual 'encores' for which 

he calls. He will not pass a man on to a higher class until the 

man is ready for it." 

R ev. Robert Price 

Pro f essor of History 

A t sixty-five, Rev. Price was the oldest member of the 

faculty when this photograph was taken-and destined to be 

the most enduring. He continued teaching unti l he was 

eighty-two. Born in Mississippi, he received his theological 

training at the Princeton Seminary and returned to his n a

tive state, where he served several pastorates before joining 

the Southwestern facu lty in 1882. During his long teaching 

career, Price occupied chairs in history, English, and ecclesi

astical history. The 1899 yearbook said of him: "Dr. Price is 

noted for his sound and clear views on questions of state and 

church. He also has a ready wit, which enlivens h is conver

sation. As a preacher he is forcib le and impressive; as a teacher 

he imparts to his students an interest in their work." 

Rev. William A. Alexander 

Professor of Biblical Languages and 

Literature 

A graduate of the University of Mississippi in the Class 

of 1875, Alexander received prizes in Latin, mathemat ics, 

and Shakespeare. Immediately after graduation he was ap

pointed a tutor in physics and astronomy while he earned his 

M .A. He attended Princeton Seminary and came to SPU in 

1892. The yearbook comments: "Dr. Alexander is a man of 

scholarly attainments, which he is constantly increasing by 

close study. He gives his students a thorough training in the 

important branches which are committed to his charge." 

: Jarnes Adair Lyon 

Professor of Natural Sciences 

Three generations of Lyon's family played large roles in 

the history of this college. His father was one of the leaders 

of the movement to create a Presbyterian university in the 

1870s and served on SPU's first Board of Directors. Lyon him

self joined the faculty in 1885, after receiving his Ph.D. from 

Princeton. His son Scott graduated from SPU and studied at 

the University of Virginia before returning to teach with his 

father. Lyon was very popular with the student body, partly 

because of his support and encouragement of the school's a th

letic activities. 

The two unidentified men in the photo are probably 

Thornton Whaling, who taught philosophy and practical the

ology from 1892 to 1896, and Eugene R . Long, who taught 

English from 1895 to 1897. 



Where Di 

The 1997~98 Rhodes College 

faculty represent over 50 
American universities and three 

international ones . 

You Get Your Degree? 

T he academic credent: ials of the 

College's earliest faculty members 

are not available to us today. A lthough the 

1855 catalogue of Stewart College boasts 

that "two of its seven faculty m.embers hold 

A.M. degrees, one has an M.D., and one a 

D.O.," we have no record of where those 

degrees were earned. 

But when the faculty for the session 

of 1870-71 (the first under President 

Shearer) was announced, the Clarksville 

Tobacco Leaf proudly announced that four 

of the five professors were graduates of the 

University of Virginia, and two of the four 

"fairly won the degree of Master of Arts." 

Virginia's voice on the faculty contin

ued to be a strong one for the rest of the 

century. But the next discernible trend did 

not appear until the arrival of Dr. Charles 

E. Diehl. An M.A. from Princeton, Diehl 

had a strong preference for Ivy League 

graduates. Greatly impressed by the En 

glish universities' educational meth ods 
' 

Diehl also had a special fondne ss fo r 

Rhodes scholars, and several of that rare 

breed graced the College's faculty roster 

for a number of years. 

A look at the advanced degrees of 

today's faculty does not reveal much of a 

trend in any special direction. Of the more 

than 140 full-time faculty on the 199 7-98 

roster, the largest number holding degrees 

from any one institution is ten-from 

Vanderbilt. The other schools represented 

on the Rhodes College faculty range all 

across the map and include some of th e 

most prestigious names in American edu

cation, as well as several distinguished fo r

eign universities. 



A Haven for Fugitives 

I n the 1930s the College's cloistered 

walls literally became a haven for Fugi

t ives when two members of that celebrated 

literary group taught here-the poets Rob

ert Penn Warren and Allen Tate. 

The Fugitives, as most English majors 

will recall, first convened at Vanderbilt in 

th e 1920s, where several poets gathered 

Robert Penn Warren, 

1930 

Allen Tate, 1934 

to disc uss their own poetry and that of oth

ers, and to publish it in their own maga

zine, The Fugitive. Besides Warren and 

Tate, the group included John Crowe Ran

som, Donald Davidson, Merrill Moore, 

and John Gould Fletcher. 

W arren came to the College in 1930 

as a temporary replacement for Professor 

Samue l H. Monk, who was on leave of 

absence studying at Oxford. Monk had 

met Warren at Oxford and recommended 

him for the position. After a year in Mem

phis, Warren returned to Vanderbilt in a 

similar replacement spot. 

Robert Penn Warren and 

Allen Tate were both 

awarded honorary degrees 

by the College-Warren in 

19 7 4 (shown right) and 

Tate in 1977. 

The replacement position expired two 

years later, and Warren wrote Dr. Diehl 

about the possibility of a return to Mem

phis. Eager to have him back, Diehl of

fered a Lectureship in English, which 

Warren accepted. A few weeks later, how

ever, Warren received a considerably bet

ter offer from Louisiana State University, 

where his friend Cleanth Brooks was 

teaching. 

Warren then wrote Dr. Diehl in en

thusiastic support of his long-time friend 

and fellow Fugitive Allen Tate for the po

sition. Tate accepted the offer and spent 

the years 1934 to 1936 as Lecturer in En

glish at Southwestern. 

His classroom experience at South

western, Vanderbilt, and LSU persuaded 

Warren that there was no satisfactory text

book for the teaching of literary interpre

tation. Consequently, when he was work

ing with Brooks at LSU, they collaborated 

on such a book, Understanding Poetry, 

which became a standard college text 

across the country for three decades after 

its publication. 

Warren, widely honored as poet, nov

elist, and essayist, received two Pulitzer 

Prizes in poetry and one in fiction, and 

served as Poet Laureate at the Library of 

Congress. Tate was awarded the Bollingen 

Prize in poetry and was elected to the 

American Academy of Arts and Letters. 
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I The ~~~~-·· I 
i I ! IT is the cordial relation that ex- I I ists between the F acuity and 1 

II students. l 
Members of the Faculty do 

I not hold themselves aloof, but are 1 

I

I actually able to put themselves in I 
the .student's place and to see his 
problems with sympathy. 

1· It helps a man to know that I 
I he has friends who are interested II 

in him. 

j Every student here ought to be I 
I able to know that every member I of ''' F '"'" ;, C• &;~d. 
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This page from the 1916 SPU 

Book of Facts defines one of 

the most valuable and enduring 

assets of the school, the close 

relationship between the faculty 

and the students. 



• 

A Gallery f Great Teachers 

T h ese wise faces light the walls of the Refectory, a constant reminder of the great 

teachers who have illuminated the life of this college. They were chosen for inclu

sion in the Distinguished Faculty Portrait Series by vote of the alumni in an ongoing 

process that adds a new portrait every year. 

W. Raymond Cooper 

1886-1959 

Professor of History, Dean, friend and 

advisor to generations of students 

John Quincy Wolf 

1901-72 

Professor of English, beloved and respected 

teacher, nationally known folklorist 

Marion Leigh MacQueen 

1896-1980 

Professor of Mathematics, Department Chair, 

director of the College's move to Memphis 

David Muir Amacker 

1897-1985 

Rhodes Scholar, interpreter at the drafting 

of the League of Nations, founder of 

Department of Political Science, 

Distinguished Professor 19 36-69 

Jack D. Farris 

1921-

T.K. Young Professor of English 1961-84, 

novelist, playwright, poet, and mentor to 

generations of students 



F r e d William Neal 

1915-97 

Profe ssor of Religion , 1958-

85, Director of "Search for 

Values ," inspiring and 

beloved teacher 

..J o hn Henry Davis 

1 8 99-1975 

Rhodes Scholar , Professor of History 

19 26-69, a founder of the College's 

tu torial system , celebrated for his 

brilliance and wit 

Danforth R. Ross 

1911-98 

Professor of English 1955-

7 4, imparted his love of 

literature to students with 

wit, wisdom , and warmth 

Charles lreys Diehl 

1910-96 

Dean of Men, Professor of Education 

and English 1947-76, taught with 

wisdom, compassion, and wry

humored style 

Laurence F. Kinney 

1902-66 

A.B. Curry Professor of 

Bible and Religion, 1943-

66, co-founder of "Search 

for Values," an intellectual 

and spiritual leader 

Robert Lewis A:my 

1919-

Professor and Chair of the 

Department of Biology 

1958-86, distinguished 

teacher and research pioneer 

Alexander P. Kelso 

1887-1963 

Professor of Philosophy and 

Christian Ethics, 1925-57, 

R.A. Webb Chair , helped 

found tutorial and honors 

courses and "Search for 

Values" 



C apter Three: The Faculty 

I n addition to the Distin

guished Faculty Portrait 

series, the College Gallery 

includes portraits of revered 

faculty commissioned by 

friends, a lumni, and col

leagues to express their 

respect and affection for the 

teachers so honored. 

A. Theodore ~ohnson 

1890-1979 

Professor of English, 19 2 6-61 , 

Dean of the College 1934-55, 

scholar and master of the 

bon mot 

Charles Louis 

Townsend 

1887-1962 

Professor of English, 1917-54, 

proud cap-wearer, cherished 

campus personality 

Margaret Huxtable 

Townsend 

1882-1970 

Professor of Sociology, 

1918-54, the College's first 

woman professor, 

first Dean of Women 

Granville Daniel Davis ~ames Edgar Roper 

1918-90 

Professor of English, 1954-89, 

author of Southwestern at Mem

phis 1948-197 5, noted historian 

and master of the limerick 

1909-76 

Professor of History, 1954-76, 

Dean of Continuing Education , 

founder of Institute for 

Executive Leadership 

Ralph Clifford Hon 

1903-

Professor of Economics, 

1931-73, mentor and 

benefactor to countless students 

Verger Hunt Clifton 

1930-93 

Professor of English, 1965-93, 

creator and longtime Dean of 

British Studies at Oxford 



onoring the Faculty 

The College has always taken great pride in the achievements of its 

facu lty. Thanks to the generosity of Rhodes benefactor C larence 

Day of M emphis, this pride h as taken a more demonstrative form with 

the awarding of significant cash prizes recognizing outstanding teaching 

and research and creative activity. The C h arles E. Diehl Society a lso 

awards a generous prize each year in recognition of faculty service to the 

college community-at-large. 

Cla rence Day Award for Outstanding Teaching 

1981 Dr. Jack U. Russell, Mathematics 
1982 Dr. Marshall E. McMahon, Economics 

1983 Dr. William Larry Lacy, Philosophy 

1984 Dr. James M. Vest, French 

1985 Dr. Fred W. Neal, Religious Studies 

1986 Dr. E. Llewellyn Queener, Psychology 

1987 Dr. R ebecca Sue Legge, Business Administration 

1988 Dr. Terry W. Hill, Biology 

1989 Dr. F. Michael McLain, Religious Studies 

1990 Dr. Cynthia Marshall, English 

1991 Dr. William T. Jolly, C lassics 

1992 Dr. G. Kenneth Williams, Mathematics 

1993 Dr. Jennifer Brady, English 
1994 Dr. Horst R. Dinkelacker, Fore ign Languages and Literature 

1995 Dr. Carolyn R. Jaslow, Biology 

1996 Prof. Julia Ewing, Theatre 

1997 Dr. Bradford D. Penley, C h emistry 

D ean's Award for Research and Creative Activity 

1981 Dr. John F. Copper, International Studies 

1983 Prof. Jack D. Farris, English 

1984 Dr. Richard D. Gilliom, Chemistry 

1985 Dr. David H. Kesler, Biology 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1989 

Prof. Tony Lee Garner, Theatre 

Dr. James M. Olcese, Biology 

Dr. John F. Copper, International S tudies 

Dr. Alan P. Jaslow, Biology 

1990 Dr. Jack H. Taylor, Physics 

199 1 Dr. Marcus D. Pohlman, Poli tical Science 

1992 Dr. Steven L. McKenzie , Religious Studies 

1993 Dr. Robert J . Strandburg, Psychology 

1994 Dr. Andrew A. Michta, International Studies 

1995 Dr. Brian W. Shaffer, English 

1996 Dr. Cynthia A. Marshall, English 

1997 Dr. Stephen Haynes, Religious Studies 

Diehl Society Award for Service 

1988 Dr. Harold Lyons, Chemistry 

1989 Dr. JohnS. Olsen, Biology 

1990 Prof. David Ramsey, Music 

1991 Dr. David Y. Jeter, Chemistry 

1992 Dr. Gail C. McClay, Education 

1993 Dr. Robert L. Llewellyn, Philosoph y 

1994 Dr. Douglas W. Hatfield, History 

1995 Dr. R ebecca Sue Legge , Business Administration 

1996 Dr. Charles C. Orvis, Econ omics 

1997 Dr. Donald Tucker, Spanish 

1996 Day Award winner Julia Ewing 

with Clarence Day . 

1997 Dean's Award winner Stephen Haynes 

with Clarence Day. 

1995 Diehl Award winner Rebecca Sue Legge with 

Diehl Society President]ames A . Thomas III '62 . 



A fundamental purpose of the Col

lege from the beginning has been 

a simple one: to teach its students to 

think; that is, to give them the back

ground and methods of reasoning that are 

necessary to form an intelligent opinion 

and take appropriate action. 

As the Rhodes Mission puts it: "The 

best way to prepare leaders of vision is to 

inspire them with the best that mankind 

has achieved-the best in the arts, the 

best in scientific experiments, the high

est examples of society, the deepest un

derstandings of religion. The study of the 

liberal arts and sciences does this best, for 

it holds before students what Whitehead 

called 'the habitual vision of greatness."' 

Although the curriculum has changed 

with the times and with the world, it has 

never varied from its original purpose. It 

continues to prepare men and women for 

a fuller life by giving them the means to 

analyze, evaluate, and judge. 





A Brief Hi 

The 1872 curriculum introduced 

the four~year biblical course 

requirement. 

FRESHMAN CLASS. 

SOPHOMORE CLASS, 

jUNIOR CLASS, 

SENIOR CLASS, 

tory of the Curriculutn 

A n unidentified chronicler 

m 1643 described the 

curriculum of H arvard College 

8 CAT.<I,.LOGUE. 

FRESHMAN CLASS. 

Virgil's 1Eneid. 
Xenophon's Anabasis. 

FIRS1' TERM. 

Latin Gra.mmar, Andrews and Stoddard, reviewed. 
Greek Grammar, Fisk's, reviewed. · . · ' · 

as "Latine and Greeke, a nd 

Disputations Logicall and 

Philosophica l!." In 1855, just 

over two hundred years later, 

higher education h a d not 

changed very much, as witness 

the curriculum of Stewart College 

stated in its catalogue of that year. 

Arnold's Latin and Greek Prose Composition, with written 

The Stewart student was ex~ 

pected to devote his entire time 

to Greek, Latin, and mathemat~ 

ics throughout the first two years 

of study. In the third year, science 

courses replaced mathematics, 

and students were given their first 

option-a modern foreign lan~ 

guage could replace Latin and 

Greek. In the last year, Latin and 

science courses continued, with 

the addition of philosophy, politi~ 

cal science, and "Evidences of 

Christianity." 

translations into English. 
j' Algebra, 

SECQNJ;> TERM. 

Livy, 
])xercises in Latin Composition. 
Xenophon's Memorabilia, 

i Exercises in Greek Composition. 
Geometry, 

SOPHOMORE CLASS. 

FIRST TERM. 

Cicero deS!)nectute and de Amicitia, 
Horace,tOdes. 
Exercises in. Latin Composition. 
Homer's Diad. 
Exercises in Greek Compo~itioii. 
Roman and Grecian Antiquities. 
Trigonometry and Surveying, 

SECOND . 'j.'ERM. 

Horace, Satires. 
Latin Composition. 
Prometheus of 1Eschylus, 
Greek Composition. 
Analytical Geometry, 

Bourdon .. 

Lincoln. 

Legendre. 

Davies. 

Woolsey. 

Davies. 

This arrangement remained 

essentially in place until 1872, 

when several slight changes ap~ 

Every student at Stewart College in 1855 followed 

the same prescribed course of study. 

peared. Sophomores received "Introduc~ 

tory and Popular (Science) Courses," jun~ 

iors were introduced to psychology, and se~ 

niors were required to take a "Review of 

Entire Course" in preparation for their 

comprehensive exams. Most important, 

CLASSIFICATION. 

Latin . Greek. Mathematics. History. 
H orace and Livy, Anabasis and Cyropredia. Higher Algebra and AnCient History and 
Prose Compos'n (Arnold,) Prose Compos'n (Arnold.) Geometry (Loomis.) Geography. 
Prosody. 

Latin, Greek. Mathematics. Sciences . 
Tacitus and Juvenal, Homer and Herodotus Two Trigonometril!s, Mensu- Introductory and Popular 
Prose Compos itiou, Prose Compo!!.ition and ration, Surveying, Naviga~ Courses. 
Prosody. Prosody. t'n, An'l Geometry, in part 

Latin and Greek. Mathematics. Metaphysics, Natural Science. 
Tragedy and Comedy, Analytical Geometry, Mental Philosophy proper, Natural Philosophy, 
Composition and Diff. and Integ. Calculus. PsY-chology, and. Introduc· Mechanics (Si lliman,) 
Comp. Philology. tory Ethics. Astronomy (Loomis .) 

Latin and Greek. Metaphysics. Natural Science. Review 
Tragedy, Moral Philosophy, Logic, Chemistry, of Entire Course, for fina 
History, Rhetoric, Political Econo· Mineralogy, Examinations and Gradu 
Literature and my and Evidences of and Geology and ation in Senior Year. 
General Grammar. Christianity. Natural History. 

BIBLICAL COURSE THROUGH ALL THE COLLEGIATE CLASSES. FOR FOUR YE.(I.RS. 



CATALOGUE. 

JUNIOR CL.ASS. 

FIRST TERM. 

Horace, Epistles ; Cicero de Oratore. 
Gorgia.s of Plato, 
Rhetoric, 
Greek and Latin Exerciset., 
Mechanics. 

SECOND TERM. 

Tacitus, Germania and Agricolo. 

Woolsey .. 
Jamieson. 

Languages (Latin, Greek); the 

School of Mathematics (Pure, 

Applied); the School of Philoso-

phy (Mental Philosophy and 

Logic, Ethics, Political Economy); 

the School of Modern Languages 

Antigone of Sophocles, W ools~y. 
Select Latin, Select Greek, or Modern Languages, at the option 

(French, German, Spanish); the 

School of History and English 

(History, Literature, Rhetoric, Elo

cution, Composition); the School 

of Biblical Instruction (Bible 

of the student. 
Nat ural Philosophy, 
Chemistry-Lectures and Experiments, 

SENIOR CLASS. 
FIRST . TERM. 

Ci.cero's Tusculan Questions. 
Demosthenes de Corona, . 
Mental Philosophy, 
Mineralogy, 
Astronomy, · 

Lardner. 
Fownes. 

ChaDJplin. 
Upham. 

Dan,a, 

Proper, Hebrew, New Testament 

Greek); the School of Commercial 

Science (Bookkeeping, Commer

cial Law, Penmanship, Drawing)." 

Meteorology, · • Brocklesby'. 
Depending on the kind of de

gree being pursued, the student was 

required to graduate from three or 

four of the coordinate schools and 

demonstrate proficiency in several 

other subjects as well. 

SECOND TERM. 

Logic, Jamieson. 
Political Economy, Say. 
Moral Philosophy, Wayland. 
Evidences of Christianity, .Alexander. 
Geol~gy, St. John. 
Zoology, Agassiz & Gould. 

N. B.-Anthon's Classical Dictionary and Grecian and Ro
man Antiquities should be used as Books of Reference through
out the whole course. Exercises in elocution and composition 
by the classes in turn every Friday afternoon. 

This system of coordinate 

schools gave way in 1909 to a simple 

listing of "courses of study" by de

partments, very similar to today's 

tho ugh, was the introduction of a course 

in the Bible-required of all students for 

all four years. 

With the change of the school's name 

in 1879 to Southwestern Presbyterian Uni

versity came the first major restructuring 

of the curriculum. Following a trend noted 

in a few colleges across the country, the 

n ew program offered much more freedom 

of choice to the individual student. 

According to Rhodes historian James 

E. Roper, "The reorganization of 1879 

abolished once and for all the glorified

h igh-school approach to learning which 

h ad been in effect since 1848 and was still 

th e prevalent system nationally. In accor

dance with modernized ideas on educa

t ion, eight 'coordinate schools' were set up, 

each including several departments. 

"These were the School of Ancient 

"courses of instruction." In 1918, a mix

ture of required courses and electives lead-

ing to majors was instituted, and it is this 

basic pattern that still structures the 

student's choices. 

The elements that compose this pat

tern-the subjects, majors, and methods 

of teaching-have varied dramatically 

over the years. Some subjects have disap

peared from catalogues; many, many more 

have been added. The traditional class

room and laboratory sessions are now but 

a few of the many forms and settings for 

teaching. The curriculum of this college 

has always reflected the world around it, 

and like the responsible institutions of that 

world, it has sought to honor what is valu

able from the past even as it welcomed 

courageous new ideas. 

Today's curriculum must balance 

the powerful ideas of the past 

with the technology of the future . 



apter Four: The College Curriculum 

The English Connection: 
British St dies at Oxford 

The handsome posters 

announcing each year's 

British Studies offerings are 

frequently framed. 

The first group of Southwestern at Oxford 

students prepares to embark, ] une 17, 

1970 . Professor Clifton stands proudly at 

the center of his charges. 

SOUTHWE5TERN JITOXFORD 
A Progrwtutu f/ Brillih St11dia mrdrr 1/tt aU5piaso{So.lllr~«51d'l! AI Mmr,Jiis 
]1Jy4·Augll5/l4, Wl1: T1rt R.rnaisst111(t ilr Drilain. Oxford UniDtrSity. En.~Jd. 
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G iven the influence ofDr. Diehl and 

the Oxford-trained members of his 

faculty, it is somewhat surprising that it 

was not until 1970 that the College offi

cially arranged a program that would fully 

expose its students to education in the 

English manner. 

During a research project at Oxford in 

the summer of 196 7, Yerger Clifton, Pro

fessor of English and a graduate of Trinity 

College in Dublin, conceived of a plan 

whereby he would bring his students from 

Memphis to England for a five-week im

mersion in English history. The students 

would live in the ancient quadrangles of 

Oxford, and classes would be taught by a 

combination of outstanding teachers from 

English universities and their home insti

tution. 

Dr. C lifton's plan became Southwest

ern at Oxford, which convened its first 

session at University College, Oxford in 

1970. Two years later, the College broad

ened the sponsorship of the program to 

include a consortium of other Southern 

colleges and universities, changing the 

name of the program to British Studies a t 

Oxford. 

Today the summer program is housed 

at St. John's College, but the format is 

much the same as it was at the beginning: 

lectures, seminars, and workshops, plus 

visits to museums, important historical 

locations, and architectural landmarks. 

Classes are st ill taught by professors fro m 

English academia and the colleges of the 

consortium. The period of history to be 

studied varies each summer, so that over 

four years a broad view of English history 

is presented. 



The World Is a Rhodes Classrootn 

T oday the Rhodes campus knows no 

boundaries. A wide variety of study 

opportunities for undergraduates includes 

language programs in France, Russia, 

Spain, and Mexico; Greek and Roman 

studies in Greece; coral reef ecology and 

service training in Honduras; exchange 

programs in Belgium, France, Germany, 

Japan, Northern Ireland, Scotland, South 

A frica, and Spain; and two South Ameri

can programs in Argentina and Chile. 







• 

I n his estimable history of the first 100 

years of the College, Professor W. 

Raymond Cooper succinctly expressed the 

foundation of the relationship between 

this college and the church: 

"It had long been the boast of the Pres

byterian Church that among Presbyteri

ans learning and religion go hand in hand, 

and that the history of Presbyterianism in 

any section is largely also an educational 

history of that region." 

When the Synod of Nashville took 

over the foundering Montgomery Masonic 

College in 1855 and renamed it Stewart 

Co llege, it needed make no radical 

changes to transform it into a church col

lege. Dr. John T. Hendrick, minister of the 

Presbyterian Church in Clarksville, was 

already a member of the faculty, teaching 

Mental and Moral Science and Belles 

Lettres. He simply added to the curricu

lum Evidences of Christianity and a daily 

chapel requirement. 

And when President William Stewart 

went fundraising for the young school he 

stated his priorities clearly: 

"The amount to be raised will place 

the College on that elevated position of 

usefulness in the church and in the world 

which will be her glory and enable her as 

a true 'good mother' to open her religious 

education considerably." 

Under the leadership of President John 

Shearer in 1870, a Biblical Course was 

inaugurated, a four-year program covering 

"Old and New Testament History, 

Archaiology [sic], Types, Laws, Fulfilled 

Prophecies [sic], the Unity of the Scrip

tures, and the Internal Evidences of Chris

tianity." Furthermore, this course was re

quired of a ll students. It was felt at the 

time, and has been claimed ever since, that 

this college was the first to institute such 

a required course in a non-seminary edu

cational framework. 

In the first year of his presidency 

Shearer stated his view of the role of reli

gion in the classroom: 

"The great question is: How shall we 

sanctify a secular education? Church 

institutions have hitherto failed to solve 

it , relying on the overshadowing influ

ences of a mere denominationalism. Give 

us time and we propose to lay the founda

tions of an intelligent faith in the God of 

Nature and of Revelation as one and the 

same God. There is no need that the 

tendencies of scholastic studies be rational

istic, nor that the tendencies of science 

be atheistic or even un-Christian. Science 

and revelation should be woven in the 

same web. The foundations of faith should 

be laid every day in the classroom, and the 



entire h armon y and unity of a ll truth 

should be the first and last lesson in every 

Christian sch ool." 

Later Dr. John N. W addel, when ac

cept ing th e chance llorsh ip in 1879 of the 

school, summed up another po int of en

during policy when h e declared that "there 

is n o need fo r the perpetual inculca tion of 

theological dogma, but the religious needs 

of the student can best be insured by pro

v iding t h a t the t eachers employed be 

C hrist ian men who by th e silent influence 

of the ir da ily life sh all inculcate the prin

ciples of th e C hristian rel igion." 

It was under Waddel that the College 

made th e strongest expression of its con

nection to the church-first, with its n ew 

name, Southwestern Presbyterian Univer

sity; an d second, by instituting in 1885 a 

School of Theology, a profession a l school 

to prepare students for the ministry. 

A lth ough th e Sch ool of T h eology was 

closed in 19 17 for financial reason s, C hris

tianity h as remained at the center of the 

C ollege's operation . The College's mission 

statement says: 

Rhodes' purpose is to serve God by: 

• helping students to lead lives of genuine

ness and excellence , 

• expanding the horizons of knowledge 

and scholarship, and 

• living as a community of truth , loyalty 

and service in an atmosphere of academic 

freedom, open inquiry , and freedom of 

expression for all. 

It is th e po licy of the C o llege that re

quiremen ts fo r graduation include two 

years of study of the Bible or Bible -rela ted 

courses. 

A n d Pres ident D aughdrill h as made 

abundan tly clear just h ow valid and n ec

essary a religious college is in the last years 

of the twentieth century: 

"T h e C hristian co llege reconciles aca

demic freedom with Christian commit

ment. At man y universities the concepts 

seem mutually exclusive- the search fo r 

truth wherever it may lead seems to op 

pose a creedal fa ith. The church -re la ted 

"The great Apostle of God's law": 
Benjamin Morgan Palmer 

O n New Year's Day, 1901, three 

weeks before his eighty-third 

birthday, Rev. Benjamin Morgan Palmer 

preached what was later termed his Cen

tury Sermon from the pulpit of First Pres

byterian Church, New Or

leans, the church he had 

served since 1856. 

One of the most revered 

men in New Orleans, honored 

and respected by all elements 

of the community, Palmer 

preached that day "at the re

quest of prominent citizens ir

respective of creed," according to a con

temporary newspaper account. The 

newspaper further reported: "During the 

solemn address, the clock in the rear of 

the church ticked audibly. No one 

moved. No one spoke. No one whispered. 

There was not even the slightest cough

ing so common in densely crowded halls 

on damp days. When the great Apostle 

of God's law had finished, a gray-haired 

parishioner turned to the man at his el

bow and said with strange earnestness 

and sincerity, measuring every word he 

uttered: 'Greatest man alive'." 

Few in that crowd would have dis

agreed. Contemporary accounts of his 

se~mons suggest that Palmer was a spell

binder of the first magnitude. After a fa

mous-and successful-speech in oppo

sition to the Louisiana State Lottery, a 

distinguished Jewish New Orlean ian said: 

"It did not seem to me that it was Palmer 

who was speaking. He spoke as one 

inspired. It seemed to me that God 

Almighty was speaking through Palmer." 

Palmer was born in Charleston, 

South Carolina, on January 25, 1818. 

After two years of study at Amherst, he 

transferred to the University of Georgia, 

where he graduated in 1838. He com

pleted his studies at Columbia Theologi-

cal Seminary in South Carolina and 

was licensed to preach in 1841. In 

1856 he was called to First Church 

in New Orleans, where he remained 

until his death. 

During the Civil War, 

Palmer served as a chaplain 

in the army of General 

Albert Sidney Johnson. 

When the yellow-fever 

epidemics of 1858 and 

1878 struck New Orleans, 

prompting many residents 

to flee the city, Palmer re

mained to minister to the sick and 

dying of all faiths. In a letter to a 

friend during the 1878 epidemic, he 

wrote, "During three months, I paid 

each day from 30 to 50 visits, praying 

at the bedside of the sick, comforting 

the bereaved, and burying the dead." 

Deeply committed to furthering 

the church's role in education, Palmer 

was the principal and most eloquent 

supporter of the idea of a Presbyte

rian university for the Southwest. As 

related elsewhere (Chapter One, the 

History of the College), he was of

fered the chancellorship of South

western Presbyterian University in 

1874, but his congregation would not 

let him leave. Nevertheless, he con

tinued as a powerful influence on the 

affairs of the University, serving on 

the Board of Directors from 1875-

1901 . 

In 1921 the campaign to raise 

money for the College's new campus 

in Memphis received a major boost 

when the citizens of New Orleans, 

almost twenty years after Palmer's 

death, subscribed $200,000 to build 

Palmer Hall in fitting tribute to 

this dedicated disciple of Christian 

education. 



I Young Ministerial Students 1\tluch ln · 
Demand Around Memphis For Sermon!' 
Call On Southwestern Boys To Take Pulpits In 

Absence of Regular Church Pastors 

Maybe you didn't know it, but Southwestern is developing a group 
of young parsons that is already in great demand not only in Memphis, 
but even outside the state. Every Sunday these young men carefully 

I brush their shoes, neatly part their hair, ascend the pulpit, and with fiery 
invective attack the evils of the pres- "' 
ent day. The Ministerial Club has 
done exceptionally fine work this 
year, both in supplying pulpits and in 
deputation service. 

EMPLOY RADIO 
The latest venture upon which the 

club has launched is a monthly
sponsored program of religious 
dramas to be given over W N B R. 
If plans newly adopted by "Camel" 
Cabaniss, who is strongly suspected 
by his fellow members of having 
views savoring of Romanism, do 
not miscarry, these programs will ter
minate in a series of the early mys
tery and miracle plays so popular in 
England before and during the Eliz-· 
abethan Age. Cabaniss has quite 
liberally decided, however, that it 
might be best to give these plays in 
their English translations instead of 
in the original Latin. 

GREGORY LEADS 
But to return to the pulpit work 

of the Ministerial Club. James 
Gregory tops the list with four ser
mons to his credit so far this year. 
He has been heard at the Westmin
ster, Court Avenue, and Parkview 
Presbyterian churches, and at the 

J Mount Pisgah Methodist. Paul 
·Jones has led prayer meeting at the 
Parkview Presbyterian, and James 
Breazeale has delivered sermons at 
McLemore Ave. Presbyterian and at 
Campbell's Clinic. 

The Sou'wester, 

February 19 , 1932 

college does not exclude either but holds 

them in tension. I think this is a tremen-

dous contribution to the church. The 

church, if it errs at all, errs on the anti-

intellectual side, seeming at times in his

tory to fear the discovery of new things. 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

wisdom, but thinking new thoughts and 

making new discoveries leads to a first

hand philosophy, a firsthand faith, a first-

hand theology. To worship God means 

no less than to think, and to think does 

not mean to parrot." 

In the fall of 199 5, with the backing 

of the Lilly Endowment, Inc., Rhodes 

initiated and hosted the Consultation on 

the Future of the Church-Related Col-

lege. The College brought ten outstand-

ing scholars from church-related colleges 

across the country and across the reli-

gious spectrum in a series of meetings to 

reflect on the challenges and opportu-

nities facing such colleges today. A sub-

The brochure for the Rhodes 

Consultation on the Future of the 

Church-Related College displays the 

Bible surrounded by the heraldic 

symbols of the seven liberal arts, 

symbolizing the College's commitment 

to higher education in a Christian 

frame of reference. 

sequent series of regional consultations led 

by the participants of the original study 

followed in 1998. These discussions are ex

pected to yield a book of interest and value 

to all church-related colleges as they move 

into the twenty-first century. The entire 

project is yet more evidence of the devo

tion this college has to its Christian com

mitment and religious identity. 

Announcing the 

Rhodes 
Consultation 

on the 
Future of the 

Church ... Related 
College 

Rhetoric Dialectic 



"A t the ringing of the College Bell, 
the P rofessors and students shall assemble 
in· the Chapel for prayers and roll call." 

- Montgomery Masonic College catalogue, 1853-54 

From its earliest days, the College ex

pected every student to attend a daily 

chapel service to start the academic day. 

Chancellor Waddel described th e services 

in th e 1880s thusly: 

"The Bible was read and prayer offered. 

We called no roll , b ut the studen ts were 

distr ibuted into classes of ten, and each 

class , with its own monitor, furnished w ith 

a card, on which were written the names 

of h is class of ten, and h is sole d uty was to 

note absentees, and hand his card on Sat

urday morning to th e presiding officer, and 

receive a new card for the ensuing week. 

H ymn-books also were distributed among 

the students, and it was really enjoyable 

to be present at prayers on account of the 

m usic, in which th e large body of them 

en gaged, with perfect decorum." 

T he catalogue of Southwestern Pres

byterian University for 1897-98 stated 

clearly: 

"Attendance at church at least once 

o n each Sunday, dai ly attendance at 

C hapel, and attendance upon a Sunday 

Bible Class are required of all students. It 

h as needed but little effort to secure these. 

T he great body of the students are earn est, 

faithful C h ristians and manly p iety is at a 

premium in the institut ion." 

But by th e m id-1960s, th e "manly pi

ety" of the College's studen ts called for less 

restrictive forms of worship. Accord ing to 

h istorian James Roper: 

"In the fa ll of 1966, a student poll re

jected the idea of requiring ch apel atten

dance, by a two-th irds major ity. T he ad

ministration took its own poll of 19 Pres

byterian ministers in the Memphis area, 

and found that 11 supported the students, 

feel ing that compu lsion 'cheapens th e 

worship service,' that 'pressur ing does not 

produce a worshipful attitude,' and that 

'the school doesn't have the right to act 

as parent."'A second major reason for th e 

cessation of daily chapel was purely physi

cal. As enrollment had increased, Hardie 

Auditorium was no longer able to hold the 

entire student body-nor was any other 

indoor meeting space on th e campus. 

In 1968 the administration announced 

that chape l attendance was no longer 

mandatory, th ough regular programs were 

offered on a voluntary basis. 

Dr. Diehl presides at a chapel 

assembly in Hardie Auditorium 

in the 1940s. 

The Presidential 
Pulpit 

0 ne clear indicator of the 

close relationship between 

Rhodes College and the church is 

the number of its presidents who 

have been ordained ministers. From 

the first preacher-president, Rev. 

R.B. McMullen, to the present in

cumbent, ten of the College's eigh

teen full-time presidents have been 

ministers of the Presbyterian 

Church. They are: 

R.B. McMullen, 1859-62 

].B. Shearer, 1870-79 

John N. Wa.ddel, 1879-88 

C harles C. Hersman, 1888-9 1 

]ames M. Rawlings, 1891-92 

George Summey , 189 2-1903 

Neander M. Woods, 1905-08 

Charles E. Diehl, 1917-49 

John David Alexander, 1965-69 

]ames Harold Daughdrill, ]r., 1973-

Most of these presidents used 

the pulpit to promote the school 

whenever possible. When Diehl 

accepted the presidency, for ex

ample, on e of his requests from the 

Board was an increase in travel al

lowance, which he promised to use 

to preach at every church in the 

supporting synods, appeal ing for 

funds and recruiting students. 



apter Five: Religion and Rhodes I 

The School of Theology, 1 885-1 91 7 

''The diligen.ce and faithfulness 
of these yo ng brethren . . . '' 

This room uru the meeting hall of the 

Palmer Homiletic Society, where 

members gathered weekly. According 

to the yearbook of 1899: 

"The purpose of the society is to 

develop the practical side of the 

divinity student; for this purpose the 

programme of each week is carefully 

carried out. ft consists of a sermon of 

15 minutes, in which the student is 

not allowed to use notes; thus 

training him to deliver his sermons in 

after life without them. 

"The second feature of the 

evening is an essay upon some 

practical subject, as 'The Minister 's 

Functions,' The Pastor in the 

Sunday~school ,' etc. After the essay 

is read, the subject is open for general 

discussion, each member expressing 

his opinions and suggesting points and 

methods notbrought out. 

"The th~rd feature is the Homi~ 

letic address This address is for 1 0 

minutes and is almost entirely upon 

the subjects that have been studied in 

Systematic Theology . After the 

homilist has given his exposition upon 

the subject the members then have the 

privilege of general discussion." 

W h en the School of Theology 

was established at Southwest~ 

ern Presbyterian University in 1885, it 

was an action both predictable and 

rare: predictable in that the sponsor~ 

ing churches might have been expected 

to ask that their college offer profes~ 

sional training for ministerial students; 

rare in that divinity courses were usu~ 

ally offered in seminary settings, where 

a ll the students were future ministers. 

But Chancellor Waddel and his 

faculty seem to have felt that mixing 

secular and religious students would 

work to the advantage of both groups. 

It was hoped that the would~ be minis~ 

ters might have a salutary effect on the 

behavior of the more worldly students, 

and that contact with the secular stu ~ 

dents would prepare the religious stu~ 

dents for their future work in the world. 

The divinity students, called 

"theologues," were housed in Robb 

Hall on the campus, while all other stu~ 

dents were required to board with ap ~ 

proved families in C larksville, where 

they could benefit from "the culture 

and restraints of a home circle." 

Although most seminaries at that 

time offered a three~year course, the 

SPU administration felt that the nee~ 

essary work could be done in only two 

years. The success of their graduates 

would seem to bear that out. The SPU 

Journal of May 1894 reports on the suc

cess of the senior divinity students who 

appeared before the Nashville 

Presbytery that spring, where the 

Presbytery passed a resolution record~ 

ing its "deep and thankful sense of the 

value of the method of training and of 

the abi lity of the instructors in our Theo

logical School at Clarksville, where these 

young men were prepared for the ir work." 

The Nashville Presbytery a lso ex

pressed its "hearty appreciation of the dili

gence and faithfu lness of these young 

brethren in their preparatory studies, and 

of the fine promise they give of efficiency 

in the ministry." 

But by 1917, it had become obvious 

to the Synods that there were now more 

seminaries than the church needed or 

could pay for. Therefore, in order to pre

serve SPU as a liberal college of arts and 

sciences, th e trustees decided to accept the 

resolution of Dr. William M. Alexander 

that "Because of the present financial con~ 

clition of the Southwestern Presbyterian 

University, and the impracticality of rais~ 

ing sufficient funds for its necessities dur

ing the general unsettlement of the coun~ 

try on account of the war, the Theologi

cal School be suspended." 

The m embers of the Homiletic Society 

in 1909 



The ''benevolent spirit'' 
f the Theology School: 

Joseph Wilson 

T he Scotch Enlighten

ment, a Protestant 

strain derived from the Uni

versity of Edinburgh in its 

classic age, has been praised 

by the contemporary scholar 

J.D . Hoeveler for "its culti

vat ion of reasonableness, its 

obsession with social and 

civ ic virtue, its concern for 

im provement and faith in progress, its 

confidence in human nature and its gen

erally benevolent spirit." 

It is a description that perfectly suits 

th e man brought to Clarksville by Chan

cellor Waddel in 1885 to teach theology, 

Dr. Joseph Ruggles Wilson. 

Born in 1822 in Steubenville, Ohio, 

h e was the youngest son of Judge James 

W ilson, owner of newspapers in Steuben

ville and in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He 

gr aduated from Jefferson College in 

C anonsburg, Pennsylvania, and attended 

Princeton Theological Seminary. In 1849 

h e married Jessie Woodrow, the daughter 

of a Presbyterian minister in 

Chillicothe, Ohio, and two 

weeks later was ordained in 

that same faith himself. 

After five years teaching 

rhetoric, chemistry, and 

natural science at Hamp

den-Sydney College, he was 

called to his first pastorate in 

Staunton, Virginia, in 1855. 

The following year Jessie Wilson presented 

her husband with his first son, named Tho

mas Woodrow in honor of her brother and 

destined to be the twenty-eighth President 

of the United States. 

The young family was soon on the 

move again; in 1858 Joseph Wilson was 

called to the ministry of First Presbyterian 

Church in Augusta, Georgia, where he 

remained during the Civil War. 

Although he had been born in Union 

territory, Wilson aligned himself with the 

cause of his adopted South. After the 

Southern Presbyterian Synods withdrew 

from the General Assembly of the Church 

in Philadelphia in May 1861, Wilson in

vited them to meet in Augusta to form 

their own assembly. When the meeting 

was held in his church the following 

December, he was elected recording 

clerk and Dr. Benjamin Palmer was named 

moderator. 

From 1870 to 1874, Wilson was pro

fessor of pastoral theology at Columbia 

Theological Seminary in Columbia, South 

Carolina. In 1874 he became minister of 

First Presbyterian Church in Wilmington, 

North Carolina, where he remained until 

he came to Clarksville. 

From the way August Hecksher, 

Woodrow Wilson's biographer, describes 

the elder Wilson, it is easy to see why he 

was such a beloved member of the 

faculty: "His preaching was a blend 

of learning and of direct, almost 

blunt communication, his phrases 

tuned and honed until they struck 

close to the heart of everyday 

concerns. His theology, emphasiz

ing the less intimigating aspects of 

Calvinism, promoted a geniality 

that spread into his daily life. He 

was full of humor. Loving the play 

of words, he seemed to be burst

ing in his prime with zest and self

confidence. He acted as if conver

sation were a chief end of life and 

puns one of its major diversions. 

He enjoyed billiards and was not 

averse to taking a nip of whisky

good Scotch whisky-now and 

then." 

Wilson's public lectures at 

SPU always drew a full house. An 

observer at his lecture entitled 

"Courage"-given for the benefit 

of the University gymnasium in 

October 1886-reported, "His 

intermingling of wit and wisdom, 

jest and judgment, pleasantry and 

pathos, evinced a master's hand." 

At the age of seventy, Wilson 

retired from teaching and did fur

ther service as a relief clergyman 

in several churches. In 1901, his 

ill health made it necessary for him 

to move in with Woodrow, the son 

of whom he was so proud, then a 

professor at Princeton. It was there 

that he died in 1903, after seeing 

his much-loved son inaugurated as 

President of Princeton. 



Ctiapter Five: Religion and Rhodes • 

The Heresy Trial of Charles E. Diehl 

''Unsound in the Faith'' 

I t began with an unhappy emp loyee, Dr. 

W .S. Lacy. For seven years Lacy h ad 

served as Execut ive Secretary of the Col~ 

lege. H e res ign ed in A ugust 1930 , nursing 

a resentmen t th at D iehl h ad n o t offered 

him a faculty pos ition teaching Bible. On 

September 3 0 h e wro t e Diehl a lo n g, 

st ron gly worded lett er den ounc ing th e 

Pres ident fo r us ing "th e influ ence which 

your position gives you to weaken fa ith in 

th e Scriptures." 

Diehl replied on October 2 with a blis~ 

t e ring point ~ by~po int d enia l of Lacy 's 

ch arges that concluded, "Your letter is the 

mos t astounding and disappo inting thing 

that h as come m y way, and the future can 

h o ld n o greate r sh ocks." 

H e was wron g. Greater sh ocks were to 

come. On the evening of October 3, four 

local Presbyterian ministers, urged on by 

Lacy, appeared unexpectedly in Diehl's of~ 

fice and reques ted him to res ign fo r three 

reason s: the unsoundness of his fa ith, the 

recklessn ess of his finan c ial adminis tra~ 

tion, and his unchurchly acceptance of 

studen t dances on camp us. D iehl declined 

to res ign , and to ld them to do wh at they 

p leased with their petition . 

Accordingly, a petition dated October 

6 , 1930, and signed by eleven ministers of 

the M emphis Presbytery was sent to the 

Board of Trustees. It ch arged : 

1 . That the President of the college is not 

what may be called "Sound in the 

Faith ," that he disbelieves in the full 

inspiration of the Scriptures , and does 

not adhere to many of the teachings of 

the Standards of the Presbyterian C hurch 

in the United States . 

2. That the President of Southwestern is a 

reckless administrator in the handling of 

the funds belonging to the college. 

3. That it is our belief that the Presbyterian 

constituency ofMemphis has los t 

confidence in the administration of the 

President of the college. 

The ch arge of permitting dan c ing h ad 

The St. Louis Post~ Dispatch 

compared the Diehl trial to the 

19 25 trial in Dayton, Tennessee, 

where schoolteacher] ohn Scopes 

was convicted of teaching the 

theory of evolution. The photo, 

graph of the pajama party was a 

creation of the newspaper, de~ 

signed to spice up the story with a 

little leg art . 

ANOTHER HERESY HUNT 
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apparently been replaced by the "loss of 

confidence" accusation. But the dancing 

charge continued to be talked of, since it 

stated rather sensationally that there had 

been "pajama parties" on campus with fe

male students dressed in abbreviated cos-

tumes. 

The charges were repeated in a meet

ing of the Presbyterian Pastors Association 

on December 22, when the ministers who 

h ad signed the petition urged other minis

ters to speak out. This meeting and the 

content of the petition were reported in 

th e press, causing both Memphis newspa

pers to editorialize in Dr. Diehl's behalf. 

T he wire services quickly spread the 

ch arges around the country. 

Obviously, the Board of Trustees had 

to take some action. So they requested the 

petitioning ministers to present their case 

to the Board on February 3. 

Presided over by the Honorable 

W atkins Overton, Mayor of Memphis, the 

m eeting began with a request from the 

petitioners that reporters be barred from 

the session, since "the newspapers are 

against us." The request was denied. The 

Board had decided that all transactions 

would be fully reported and had even hired 

its own court stenographer to record the 

proceedings. 

Dr. J.P. Robertson then presented a 

lengthy list of ways in which Diehl failed 

to adhere to the standards of the church, 

including not believing in the history or 

sc ience of the first part of Genesis; not ac

cepting the imprecatory Psalms as of God; 

stating that the Shorter Catechism was 

"pedagogically unsound"; and holding no 

set theory of atonement. 

The financial recklessness charges in

cluded indignation at the expenditure of 

$400 for a bulletin board, $200 for street 

signs "which had no meaning," and $1,400 

fo r monogrammed dishes. 

In response, Diehl presented a prepared 

statement in which he defined his idea of 

a Christian college: "Truth is found only 

by those who with open mind and honest 

heart, reverently and humbly and persis

tently seek it . . . The idea of determining 

by a vote of a church court the sort of 

theory, theological, ecclesiastical, politi

cal, social or economic, which is to be held 

and taught in a Christian college is the 

height of absurdity." 

The Board then accepted a declara

tion in support of Dr. Diehl signed by ev

ery member of the faculty except one and 

a resolution "enthusiastically endorsed by 

the student body" expressing absolute con

fidence in his policies. 

A large sheaf of letters in support of 

Diehl included communications from 

civic leaders, educators, Presbyterian min

isters, businessmen, and alumni. 

After proper consideration of the 

charges against Diehl and the evidence 

presented, the Board unanimously con

cluded: 

"We feel that this investigation has 

not only completely vindicated him from 

every charge made, but has presented fresh 

and convincing demonstration of the vast 

value of his services to the cause of Chris-

tian education." 

The 
Battle of 
Pan1phlets 
Pamphlets issued by both sides of 

the heresy conflict kept the discussion 

alive for three years after the trial. 
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Ctiapter Five: Religion and Rhodes I 

The Kinney Progra 

''With the 
the respon 

Big Brother Darin Hornsby '94 

shows Little Brother] oshua 

Austin around the Rhodes 

campus. 

Dr. Larry Lacy '59 (on the 

ladder) worked with the Rhodes 

chapter of Habitat for Humanity 

in 1988 . 

rivilege of education 
ibility of service.'' 

cotnes 
-Or. Laurence Kinney 

T h e idea came from Dr. Laurence 

Kinney, professor of Bible and reli

gion, and several of his colleagues in the 

Religion Department. In 

order "to strengthen sti ll 

further the moral, spiri

tual and religious life of 

the ... campus commu

nity," they proposed in 

1956 a three-year, three

part project to the 

Danforth Foundation: to 

provide a more definitive 

vocational guidance pro

gram for students; to en

courage Christian service 

projects for the students; 

and to encourage Chris

tian perspectives in teaching for the 

faculty. 

The student service 

project flourished like seeds in 

rich soil. Established as the 

Danforth Program in 1957, 

the name was later changed 

to honor the founder of the 

project. From the forty-five or 

so students who served in the 

first year, participation has 

increased to more than a 

thousand-an estimated sev

enty-five percent of today's 

1 ,400-plus student body. Lit

erally thousands of Rhodes 

students have given of them

selves to others by way of the 

Kinney Program. 

Students can choose from 

a list of over sixty projects 

serving a wide range of needs: 

hospitals, literacy, hunger and 

homelessness, youth guid-

ance, senior services, conservation, civil 

rights, and crisis services. Although most 

Kinney Volunteers give approximately 

three hours each week to 

their work, some special 

projects call for a much 

greater time commit

ment, such as the annual 

a lternative spring break 

trip, when students 

travel to the Texas

Mexican border to h elp 

an impoverished com

munity. 

Rhodes Chaplain 

Billy Newton '74 admin

isters the Kinney Pro 

gram, with the help of a 

cadre of student coordinators. According 

to Newton, there have been discussions 

of making volunteer service a curriculum 

requirement. "But we decided against it. 

Students are serving by choice, why make 

it mandatory?" 

Students have also initiated a number 

of projects, including the Rhodes campus 

chapter of Habitat for Humanity, one of 

the first college-sponsored Habitat chap

ters in the country; tutoring programs a t 

nearby Snowden School; the Kinney Mu

sic Program for Kids, giving music lessons 

to children from low-income families; and 

Souper Contact, the soup kitchen oper

ated by students at St. John's United Meth

odist Church every Tuesday of the year. 

The value of the Kinney Program to 

the community and to the students who 

participate has been recognized by the 

alumni, friends, and foundations who have 

contributed to its support. The Bonner 

Foundation and the Day Foundation have 

created scholarship programs that provide 



stipends to students, freeing them from 

part-time jobs so they can work in com

munity service. 

Although the Kinney Program drew 

its inspiration from the Presbyterian tra

dition of service to the community as a 

form of Christian commitment, today it is 

entirely ecumenical. Approximately sev

enteen percent of Kinney volunteers are 

Presbyterian; the rest are representatives 

of several other Protestant denominations, 

Unitarians, Catholics, Jews, Hindus, Mus

Lims, and even those of "no affiliation." 

The windows of Frazier] elke Science Center become a billboard for the varied activities 

of Kinney's Hunger & Homelessness Week. 

Coordinator Kristen Miller '97 works with a pupil in the Kinney Music Program. 

Service Opportunities 

through the Kinney 

Program 

Hospitals and Health Care 

Church Health Center 
Le Bonheur Children's Hospital 
Ronald McDonald House 
St. Jude Children's Research Hospital 
Veterans Medical Center 

Literacy and Education 

Memphis Literacy Council 
Lester Reading Program 
T ime to Read Literacy Program 
WYPL Talking Library 

Snowden Adopt-a-School 
Program 

Adopt-a-Friend Program 
Kinney Creative Writing 
Kinney Music for Kids 
Reading Renaissance 

Church-Related Ministries 

Catholic Charities 
Evergreen Children's Ministry 
First Presbyterian Downtown Program 
Hope Ministries Program 
Neighborhood Christian Center 
Streets Ministry 
Young Life 
Youth ministry in local churches 

Hunger and Homel essness 

Final Net Homeless Children 
First Presbyterian Soup Kitchen 
Habitat for Humanity 
Memphis Family Shelter 
Memphis Food Bank 
M IFA Estival Place 
M IFA Home Delivered Meals 
Souper Contact Soup Kitchen 

Disabilities and 
Independent Living 

Center for Independent Living 
Mid-South Association for Retarded Citizens 
SRVS Residential and Vocational Service 
Skinner Recreational Service 
United Cerebral Palsy Center 
YWCA-Martha's Manor 

Children and Youth Guidan ce 

Big Brothers/Big Sisters 
Boys and Girls Club 
Evergreen Afterschool Program 
Porter Leath Children's Center 
SMART Youth Program 
VECA Youth Leadership Corps 

Crisis Services and 
Special Needs 

Aloysius House 
Crisis Center of Memphis 
Dismas House 
Family Link 
Friends for Life 
Hope House (day care for HTV/AIDS) 
YWCA Abused Women's Services 
Youth Villages 

Seni or Ser v i ces 

Alzheimer's Day Care 
St. Peter's Villa 

Peace, Justice and Environment 

CamJJus Green 
CASA Court Appointed Advocates 
Memphis Humane Society 
Mid-South Peace and]ustice Center 
Wolf River Conservancy 
Lichterman Nature Center 
National Civil Rights Museum 
VECA Neighborhood Initiative 
Gandhi Institute for Non-Violence 

Special Events and 
One-Time Projects 

Hands-On Memphis 
Hunger and Homelessness Week 
Orientation Service Plunge 
National Youth Service Day 

Special Projects and 
Commitments 

Bonner Scholars 
Heifer Project International 
Kinney Community Interns 
Service-Learning Fellows 
Tex-Mex Border Ministry 
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Chapter Six: The Campus • 

Dr. Diehl 

The sculpture of Dr. Diehl was 

created in 1983 by Edwin Rust, 

who was for many years director 

of the Memphis College of Art. 

Provided by the Class of 1933 in 

gratitude to Dr. Diehl and his 

administrative assistant Erma 

Reese Solomon, it stands in Diehl 

Court, aligned with the entrances 

to Burrow Library, Palmer Hall, 

and the Rollow Avenue of Oaks. 

oes to College 

H ow do you design and build a col

lege campus from scratch? It's a 

question few college administrators have 

had to handle. For Dr. Diehl-only three 

years into his college presidency-it was a 

challenge that called forth all his physical 

energies and his considerable intellectual 

acumen. In 1920, he set forth to educate 

himself thoroughly in collegiate architec

ture. 

In October of 1923, with the construc

tion of the new campus underway, Dr. 

Diehl described his learning process in a 

letter to the President of Fisk University, 

who had written him asking for advice: 

"Inasmuch as we are a church college, 

we must be very economical. Of course, 

we desire beauty, but we realize that we 

cannot afford to spend money on ornate 

carvings. We proposed to erect substan

tial buildings that are architecturally cor

rect, buildings that will endure, and this 

had to be done as economically as possible. 

"After a thorough investigation, ex

tending over a period of two years, we de

cided upon Mr. Henry Hibbs, Nashville, 

as our architect. During that time I corre

sponded with presidents and other officials 

of some thirty or forty colleges in all sec

tions of the country. I communicated with 

the chairman of the Committee of Archi

tecture of the Association of American 

Colleges, and I have corresponded and 

conferred with professors of architecture 

and supervising architects of a number of 

institutions. I visited institutions of all 

types from Massachusetts to Texas and 

from the Atlantic Coast to Iowa. Archi

tects from various sections of the country 

visited me here, and in other cases I vis

ited them. 

"We engaged Cram & Ferguson, Bos

ton to make our original layout which was 

used for propaganda purposes. I looked into 

the merits of Mr, E.L. Tilton, New York, 

who has done a good deal of work in the 

South; Messrs. Ludlow & Peabody, New 

York, who were the architects of Peabody 

College; Mr. Wells Bosworth, New York, 

who is the architect of the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology; Mr. L.C. Holden, 

New York, who was the architect of the 

College of Wooster; and Mr. Gamble 

Rogers, who was the architect for Sophie 

Newcomb College, New Orleans, and who 

was also the architect of the Harkness 

Memorial Quadrangle at Yale, the most 

expensive and luxurious college building 

in the world. I looked into the work of Mr. 

Henry Hornbostel, who was the architect 

of the Carnegie Institute of Technology. I 

looked carefully also into the work of 

Messrs. Link & Trueblood, St. Louis; 

Messrs. Holmes & Flinn, Chicago; and 

Messrs. Miller-Fullenwider & Dowling, 

Chicago, architects for James Milliken 

University, Decatur, Illinois. I met Mr. 

Rawson, of the firm of Proudfoot, Bird & 

Rawson, Des Moines, Iowa, at Grinnell 

College, to go over with him the work 

which he had done for that college." 

And what did Dr. Diehl learn from all 

these distinguished nationally known ar

chitects? In a letter of recommendation for 

Henry Hibbs, he expressed his very frank 



opinion of some of them. "Most of these 

Eastern architects are largely bluff. They 

put on a lot of airs, they hedge themselves 

about with a lot of flunkies, and they do 

not know as much architecture as Mr. 

Hibbs. They strive for effect, they strain 

at a gnat, run up a big bill on you, and try 

to make you believe that wisdom will die 

with them. Mr. Hibbs' outstanding char

acteristics are his ability, his absolute in

tegrity, his thoroughness, and his economy. 

He is straightforward and capable, and I 

commend him to you very heartily." 

Diehl chose Hibbs to design the cam

pus on the recommendation of Charles Z. 

Klauder of the firm of Day & Klauder in 

Philadelphia who had designed several 

buildings for Princeton in the Collegiate 

Gothic style. Diehl first approached 

Klauder about designing the Memphis 

campus, but Klauder demurred and sug

gested Hibbs, a former assistant of his then 

in practice inN ashville. Klauder did, how

ever, agree to serve as a consultant on the 

project, and his offer was accepted. Thus 

Dr. Diehl got what he wanted, a major ar

chitect renowned for his Gothic designs, 

and a Tennessee architect who would be 

more accessible and responsive to the 

College's needs and finances. 

The west half of Palmer Hall 

waits to be joined to the east 

half by the construction of 

the cloister. 

Fundraising letters carried this 

photograph of stone being 

unloaded on the new campus 

site to convince donors that 

construction had actually begun . 

A railroad spur was built on the 

campus to facilitate the delivery 

of stone to the site. 

' ' Jew ot the OoUege site u tew dnys nrtc:r the tlrl'!t eontrfl(•t \\R8 Jet. ltluelt ot tlte touoolnt loo work Is eomt•leted. "OUTJ:I\YFJS'l'EHN 
will b e u stone 8trueture re{•r<"sentl.og l(!l !WO 000 In }Jinnt nttd NJClOwmNtt to begin wrth ; niUrnutel'' se,·ernt mlUton <lollBI'Iif, 

: 



of Rhodes 
"Therefore, when we build, let us think that we build for ever. Let it not be for present 

use alone; let it be such work as our descendants will thank us for, and let us think, as 

we lay stone on stone, that a time is to come when those stones will be held sacred 

because our hands have touched them, and that men will say as they look upon the 

labor and wrought substance of them, 'See! this our fathers did for us.'" 

Much of the rich character of this 

campus comes from its stonework, 

an essential element of the Collegiate 

Gothic style. The varying colors and 

shapes, the textures and subtleties created 

by the stonemasons, give the walls of 

Rhodes vibrancy and life 

that humanize the 

monumentality of scale. 

Three kinds of stone 

form the buildings of 

Rhodes: the walls are of 

sandstone from Arkan

-John Ruskin 

Slices of slate are sometimes fitted into 

the sandstone patterns of the walls for 

additional variety. Occasionally the slate 

is allowed to project out from the face of 

the wall to create what are called "eye-

brows" that cast shadows for texture and 

definition. 

sas, the roofs are slate "Eyebrows" of slate or stone add 
from Vermont, the door texture to some Rhodes buildings. 

Hand-crafted stone

work takes time, of 

course. To lay the ap

proximately 540 tons of 

stone in the walls for 

Robinson Hall required 

a half-dozen or so stone

masons working three to 

and window frames and 

trim are of Indiana limestone. 

When the first buildings were being 

planned in the early '20s, architect Henry 

Hibbs chose for the walls a colorful sand

stone with a range of reds, yellows, and 

browns from a quarry near Bald Knob, 

Arkansas. To ensure a continuing supply, 

the College purchased the quarry. In the 

1960s the state decided to build a high

way through it, so it had to be sold. Since 

then the stone for the College's construc

tion needs has come from other quarries 

within a five-mile radius of the original 

source. 

The roofing slate comes all the way 

down from Vermont. Each roof juts steeply 

at a pitch of 52 degrees, and each wears a 

coat of purple, green, and blue slate in 

thick, dark slabs that get smaller and 

lighter as the roof goes higher. The result 

is an illusion of greater height. 

four months. It also re

quired a continual shifting around of the 

masons-several times a day-to maintain 

the "random" look of Rhodes stonework. 

Masons, like most humans, develop a 

working pattern after a while. 

As always, quality comes with a price. 

The buildings at Rhodes cost between 

twenty to twenty-five percent more to 

construct than a more standard structure. 

They also take about twenty percent 

longer to build. 

But whatever the additional cost, the 

money has been well spent. The original 

buildings of the College, now nearing their 

seventy-fifth year, are still handsome, still 

serving. Further, the unity of style has 

made this campus one of the most highly 

praised in the country. Students, visitors, 

and architectural critics alike have hon

ored its timeless beauty, permanence, and 

uncompromising insistence on quality. 





Gothic Is in the Details 

The Lancet Window 

Memphis architect Metcalf Crump, 

who designed Buckman, Blount, 

Robinson, and Hassell Halls, as well as the 

McCoy Theatre and the West Hall of the 

Burrow Refectory, notes of the Collegiate 

Gothic style: "There are so many varia

tions in the detailing of the buildings ... 

more possibilities than you might find in 

modern architecture." 

A stroll around the Rhodes campus 

will quickly demonstrate the truth of 

Crump's observations. In the best Gothic 

tradition, every building conforms to the 

overall style yet combines the elements of 

that style in myriad different ways. As a 

result, every building displays unique de

tails that enliven it and create its own par

ticular character. Herewith, a small sam

pling of the Gothic design vocabulary as 

seen on the Rhodes campus. 

The Pinnacle Spire 



T he Gargoyles of Rhodes 

This grim-visaged likeness of Dr. 

Peyton Rhodes was carved in affectionate 

tr ibute by the stonecutters who enjoyed 

long-time employment on the many build

in gs erected during Dr. Rhodes' presidency. 

Legend has it that Dr. Rhodes, displeased 

with his depiction when it appeared high 

on the wall of Glassell, had it removed to 

h is garden. But one of the stonecutters says 

th at Rhodes' first concern was to remove 

a hazardous temptation from students who 

m ight want to climb up and decorate his 

face on certain occasions. It now grimaces 

benignly on the west wall of Blount Hall. 

On the east face of the tower of the 

Bryan Campus Life Center, the gargoyle 

a t far right bears a striking resemblance to 

President James Daughdrill. 

A Variety 

of Arches 



The Build ngs of Rhodes 

Palmer Hall 

The first comple ted bui lding on the 

M emphis campus, Pa lm er H a ll h ouses 

administra tive offic es , classrooms, and 

H a rdi e Audito rium. It w as dedic a t ed 

N o vember 27, 1925, and h o nors the 

m emory of Dr. Benj amin M organ Palmer, 

a lo n gtime trust ee of this co llege and 

p as t o r of First Pres b yt e ria n C hurch, 

N ew Orlean s. 



Berthold S. Kennedy Hall 

Called Science Hall when it was opened 

in 1925, this classroom building was remod

eled in 1968 to house the Department of 

Chemistry and named in honor of alumnus Dr. 

Berthold S. Kennedy '12. 

Hugh M. Neely Hall 

The original dining hall on 

the Memphis campus, provided 

through the generosity of Mrs. 

Mary Sneed Neely in memory of 

her husband, Neely Hall is now 

a part of the dining complex 

called the Catherine Burrow 

Refectory. 

-. . 



Ashner Gateway 

This gateway to the original 

core of the campus was given in 

memory of I. W. and Sallie 

Ashner by Mrs. Julius Goodman 

and Mrs. Ike Gronauer. 

Hubert F. Fisher 

Memorial Garden 

Provided by Mrs. Hubert Fisher in 

honor of her husband, a United States 

congressman, the stone stage surrounded 

by an azalea garden has been the fair

weather setting for the College's com

mencement exercises since 1941. 

Voorhies Hall 

Provided by the generosity of 

Mrs. Emma Denie Voorhies, the first 

residence hall built for women on the 

campus was dedicated April10, 1948. 

The Williams Prayer Room, an inti

mate chapel on the first floor, was 

given in memory of John Whorton 

and Anna Fletcher Williams by their 

children Sallie P. and Susan Fletcher 

Williams. 

Robb Hall 

The first residence 

hall on the Memphis 

campus bears the same 

name as the original dor

mitory in C larksville, 

honoring A lfred Robb, a 

trustee who donated the 

land in Clarksville on 

which tha t dormitory 

was built . 



H unt Gateway 

A memorial to Captain Wil

liam lreys Hunt '34, this gate

way to the campus from Univer

sity Avenue was the gift of the , 

Fi rst Presbyterian Church, 

G reenville, Mississippi, in 1948. 

Frank M. Harris Memorial 

Building 

The gate lodge was the home of physi

cal plant supervisor John Rollow and his 

family in the '20s and '30s. It was later 

named the Frank M. Harris Memorial 

Building and now serves as the offices of 

the Alumni Program. 

The Old Library 

Before the construction of the 

Burrow Library, the library was 

located in this room on the third 

floor of Palmer Hall. 

White Hall 

Originally Calvin Hall, this 

residence hall was one of the first 

five Memphis buildings. In 194 7 

it was dedicated to the memory 

of Dr. Gordon White. 



Fargason Field House 

Erected in 1928 as a tempo

rary athletic facility, Fargason 

Field House continued in use 

until1954. In the last basketball 

game played here, February 20, 

1954, the Lynx defeated tradi

tional rival Sewanee 66-64. 

Williarn Neely Mallory 

Gyrnnasiurn 

An active sportsman and one-time 

All-American, Mr. M allo ry served the 

College as footba ll coach, trustee , and 

treasurer. In 1945 he was killed in action 

in Ita ly. The gymnasium was dedicated in 

his h on or in 1954. 



Catherine Burrow Refectory 

By the 1950s, Neely Hall could no longer accommodate all the campus diners, so a 

new dining complex was planned around it . In 1958 the Catherine Burrow Refectory, 

honoring Mrs. A.K. Burrow, added considerable kitchen space and several dining areas: 

the Alburty Room, honoring Rhodes trustee E.A. Alburty; Hyde Hall, dedicated in 

1993 in honor of Dr. Margaret Hyde '34, benefactor and trustee; the Davis Room, named 

to honor Thomas B. Davis of Memphis. West Hall, an additional dining space, was built 

in 1987. 

Ellett Hall 

Attached to White Hall, this residence hall was completed in 1956 and dedicated 

to the memory of Dr. E. C. Ellett of Memphis, Class of 1888. 



. . 

Bellingrath Hall 

Dedicated in 1961, this 

residence hall memorializes Dr. 

Walter D . Bellingrath of Mobile, 

Alabama, a Longtime friend and 

benefactor of the College. 

Margaret Townsend Hall 

Con structed as a res iden ce h a ll for 

wo men, Townsend H all was completed in 

196 1. Its name h on ors the mem ory of 

M argaret Huxtable Townsend, a member 

of the sch ool's faculty from 19 18 to 1954 

and Dean of W omen from 1925 to 1952. 

Gooch Hall 

A djoining Palmer H all and the Rich

ard H alliburton M emorial Tower, G ooch 

H all h ouses the Office of the President and 

the offices of Student Affairs and the Aca

demic Deans. Built in 1962, it was dedi

ca t e d in 1981 in m e m o ry o f Bo yc e 

Alexander and C ecil Milton Gooch. 





. . 

Moore Moore 

Infirmary 

Dr. Moore Moore, Sr., for 

many years the college physi

cian, also served as secretary of 

the Board of Directors from 

1925 until his death in 1957. 

The infirmary was made pos

sible through a bequest of Dr. 

Moore as a memorial to his wife, 

Ethel Shirley Moore. 

Thomas W. Briggs Student Center 

In the center of the campus, the Briggs Student Center 

h o uses the campus bookstore, post office, social rooms, and 

student activity offices. Dedicated in 1966, it was m ade 

possible by gifts of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Briggs, founder 

of Welcome Wagon, augmented by gifts from parents and 

oth er friends. 



Suzanne Trezevant Hall 

Built in 1960, this women's res idence h all was given by 

Edward H . Little , r e tired board ch a irman of Colgate

Palmolive Corporation , in memory of his M emphis-born wife, 

Suzanne Trezevant Little. 

Alfred C. Glassell Hall 

Con st ruc ted in the sh ape of a "J" in order to preserve the 

priceless mature trees of the area, G lassell H all is a men 's 

res iden ce h all dedicated in 1968 to the m emory of Alfred C. 

G lassell ' 11 , Shreveport , Louisian a, alumnus and lon gt ime 

member of the Board of Trustees . 

Anne Marie Caskey 

Williford Hall 

Constructed in 1969, this 

residence h a ll for wo m en was 

n amed in 1980 in m em o ry of 

Anne M arie Willifo rd, who was 

Dean of Women from 1968 to 

1975, and Dean of Students from 

1975 until h er death in 19 79. 



CHapter Six: The Campus I 

Ohlendorf Hall 

Home of the Mathematics 

Department and the Buckman 

Library for Biology and Math

ematics, Ohlendorf honors the 

many contributions to this 

college of Harold Ohlendorf '31, 

of Osceola, Arkansas. 

Frazier .Jelke Science Center 

The innovative design of the Frazier Jelke Science 

Center places this building's classrooms, lecture halls, and 

laboratories underground. It was dedicated in 1968 in memory 

of Mr. Frazier Jelke of New York. The amphitheatre in front 

of the entrance hosts student assemblies and entertainments. 



R hodes Tower 

The top of Rhodes Tower sparkles with three silver domes containing telescopes 

and an optical tracker for the Physics Department. Downstairs are classrooms, offices, 

and laboratories for the Physics Department and foreign language offices. Its name 

h onors Dr. Peyton N.alle Rhodes, Professor of Physics 1926-49 and President of the 

C ollege 1949-65. 

Hibbs/Parrent Plaque 

This plaque in Frazier Jelke 

Science Center honors the two 

architects who designed all but 

one of the major buildings 

erected by the College between 

1925 and 1968. 



apter Six: The Carnpus • 

S. Dewitt Clough Hall 

Clough Hall shelters a 

heterogeneous collection of 

scholars in anthropology/sociol

ogy, psychology and religious 

studies. The Art Department's 

classrooms and studios cluster 

congenially near the Clough

H anson Gallery on the first 

floor. The hall was n amed in 

memory of S . Dewitt Clough of 

Chicago in 1970. 

Alburty Swirnrning Cornplex 

The pool and its sunning terrace were 

added to the campus in 19 77 through the 

gen erosity of E.A. and Emily Alburty. 

Ruth Sherrnan Hyde 

Gyrnnasiurn 

In 1971 , this add ition to the N eely 

M allory Gymnasium provided space for 

the development of women 's athletic pro

grams. It was made p ossible by gifts from 

th e J.R. Hyde fami ly. 



H assell Hall 

T he Mus ic Department received its new h ome in 1984 th rough 

the generosity of the Hassell fami ly of C lifton, Tennessee, and other 

friends and alumni of the College. A long with the classrooms, practice 

rooms, and m usic library, th e build ing contains th e Shirley M. Payne 

Recital Hall , named in honor of a friend of the College. 

McCoy Theatre 

The former Zeta Tau Alpha 

sorority house was transformed 

in 1982 into a flexible theater 

space that permits arena, thrust, 

proscenium, or environmental 

staging. It was funded by a gift 

from the McCoy Foundation, 

established by Harry B. McCoy 

in memory of his parents, 

Minetry and Harry McCoy. 

Robinson Hall 

This residence hall, com

pleted in 1985, also serves as one 

of the College's primary summer 

conference facilities. Its name 

honors the memory of James D. 

Robinson, Memphis business 

leader and founder of Auto

Chlor, Inc. 



Spann Place 

This complex of five 

townhouses was completed in 

1987 and named for alumna 

Jeannette S. Spann. Each 

townhouse has space for six 

students, usually engaged in a 

common academic or other 

special project. 

Blount Hall 

The College's newest residence hall, 

completed in 1986, was named in honor 

of two of the College's greatest friends and 

benefactors, Carolyn and Wynton M. 

Blount. 

Dorothy King Hall 

Originally built as the national head

quarters of Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity, 

it was purchased by the College in 1988 

and named for a longtime friend and 

benefactor. It now houses the Office of 

Development and the Meeman Center 

for Lifelong Learning. 

-



Buckman Hall 

The home of a trio of departments, 

Buckman Hall is occupied by the Interna

tional Studies, Economics and Business 

Administration, and Political Science fac

ulty and staff. It a lso shelters the Computer 

Center, the Lan guage Laboratory and the 

Wynton M. Blount Lecture Hall. The 

building was dedicated in 1991 in honor 

of Mertie W. Buckman and the late 

Stanley J. Buckman and their family, long

time and generous supporters of the Col

lege. The central tower is named in honor 

of President and Mrs. James H. Daughdrill, 

Jr. and was donated anonymously by an 

alumna-trustee. 

Tuthill Hall 

Formerly the home of the 

Music Department, Tuthill Hall 

is named for Dr. Burnet C. 

Tuthill, the College's first Pro

fessor of Music. Renovated in 

198 7, it serves as the campus 

activities center for student 

organizations and groups. 



The L. Palmer Brown 

Lynx Lair 

This student recreation area 

houses a snack bar, game rooms, 

televisions, and lounge areas

even room for informal class 

meetings. 

The Virginia and Robert 

McCallum Ballroom 

For formal banquets, dances, 

lectures and other assemblies. 



:-

The Brenda and 

Lester Crain 

Reception Hall 

For social gatherings 

of all kinds. 

The Multi-Purpose 

Gymnasium 

Three basketball courts 

wide, this versatile hall can 

a lso be used for large campus 

assemblies, including an indoor 

commencement ceremony when 

necessary. 



Postcards frotn the Catn{1US 

From the early days of picture postcards at the turn of the 

century through today, this college has been a favorite 

subject of postcard vendors in Clarksville and in Memphis. 

SOUTHWESlERN COllEGE M 

the Richard Halliburlon 
Memorial tower 

Memphis, Tennessee 









--
Chapter Seven: Organizations -

Yell for Your State 

State clubs were a feature on the campus at the turn of the century, 

and each club had its own yell. 

Texas: 

Rah for Texas! 

Fun and noise! 

Sparks and Anderson! 

"Thee" cowboys! 

Alabama: 

Razzle! Dazzle! 

Hobble! Gobble! 

Zip! Boom! Bah! 

Here we are! 

Here we are! 

Alabama-a-a! 

Louisiana: 

Oyez! Oyez! zip, hoo, ah! 

Comme vous, portez vous! 

Louisiana! 

Student Election Commission 

members check out candidates' 

ads in the 1950s. 

T oday more than eighty organizations 

exist on campus, scores of ways for 

the collegiate population to get involved. 

And if students cannot find an organiza

tion that fits their interests, it is simple 

enough to create one that does. Many 

of the organizations that have emerged 

over the years originated in the mind of 

a single student. 

In the College's earliest years, the list 

of organizations was short, dominated by 

the literary societies. By the 1920s, how

ever, an eclectic group of organizations 

had emerged: the Sanhedrin, intended to 

oversee the ac tivities of freshmen; the 

YMCA; the Nitists, a club offaculty and 

students who met to discuss issues; an 

orchestra and a glee club; a booster's club 

to support the welfare of the student body; 

and state clubs like the Alabama Club and 

the Texas Club, remembered for their dis

tinctive state ye lls. 

Various honorary fraternities emerged 

as well, their purposes tied to recognizing 

scholarship or literary achievement. The 

collegiate sense of humor was also evident 

in extracurricular life as early as 1919 with 

the formation of the Hankshaws, a short

lived group whose aim it was "to lead weak 

and tempted freshmen to see the charms 

of life, of dissipation and idleness." The 

Sou' wester listed a few of the membership 

requirements: 

"Six cups of coffee a day ... the 

constant use of tobacco in some form 

(snuff alone being prohibited) ... the use 

of taxis for a ll distance exceeding two 

blocks ... an average of three loafing 

nights a week ... " 



The colonization of the College's first 

fraternity, Pi Kappa A lpha, occurred in 

1878. In 1921, a group of women students 

petitioned the national Chi Omega soror

ity for a chapter, hoping "the location of a 

sorority here w ill m ake the school more 

attractive to the oth er girls who consider 

go ing away to college." T he fo llowing year 

th at chapter was established. T he Greek 

system grew to five n ational fratern it ies 

and two sororities by th e time the College 

moved to Memphis in 1925. Today there 

are six fraternities and seven sororit ies, 

in cluding two h istorically black soror ities. 

The Philosophy-C lub, begun in 1919, 

was the College's first co-ed club. The 

Women's Undergraduate Society, founded 

a decade later, was th e first organization 

established to promote women's welfare on 

ca mpus. The Black Student Association, 

es tab l ished in 1969-70, was the first 

organization to promote what one Lynx 

y e arbook of the 1990s describes as 

"h armonious re lationships among people 

of different cultures and backgrounds." 

The 1960s and '70s saw the emergence 

of more politically-oriented organizations 

like the Arts Renaissance Group-ARG 

for short-which "com b ined protest with 

good humor by con ducting a 'war week

e nd' featur ing fun and games a lo n g 

w ith anti-war programs," according to 

P rofessor Jim Roper's 197 5 history of 

the College. 

Since the 1920s students have faced a 

multitude of options for involvement-so 

many options that campus leaders have, 

a t times, sought to minimize the risk of 

extracurricular overextension. In 1935, 

O micron Delta Kappa, the national hon

orary leadership fraternity, inaugurated a 

"student activity curtailment plan" to limit 

the number of extracurricular activities in 

which any one student could engage, 

according to a student h andbook at the 

t ime: 

"The idea is to limit th e 'jo iners' and 

the 'socialites' as much as poss ible and to 

stimulate shy students . A poin t system has 

been worked out, which 

arbitrarily ass igns so man y 

po ints to each activ ity 

engaged in. The maxim um 

points allowed one student 

being 30." 

True to Darwinian Law, 

some of the organizations 

that arrived on campus to 

fill a palpable need twenty, 

thirty, or seventy years ago, 

h ave since departed, re 

p laced by new clubs and 

associations that meet 

emerging needs. T he har

diest organizations have 

survived, but even t h ey 

h ave evolved over time. 

T he fo llowing pages 

provide a window into the 

past and current extracur

r icular life at Rhodes. 

The campus chapter of Habi

tat for Humanity was the first 

collegiate chapter to build a 

Habitat house on its own. 

Resident Assistants as a group 

helped organize this end-of-the

year Twilight Garden Party on 

the campus lawn during senior 

week of 1987. 



Chapter Seven: Organizations 

The Liter y Societies: 
''An earne t, jovial set of young tnen'' 

The members of Stewart 

Literary Society in 1900 

1n.(~tewart & Wishin~tort!rvin~ 
.()-ttMI£iP<~tl~tt{);l•1 

~ 
~ 
i'l)'it<)'oJ t. btp~enf •t\l)e · 
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Juo~4'0~ &6'(i.IXXX. 
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The Societies' invitation to the 

1888 commencement exercises 

included a portrait of Chancellor 

Waddel. 

From 1852 until1925, 

much of the extracur

ricular life of the school 

was centered on its two 

literary societies, the 

Washington Irving Liter

ary Society and the 

Stewart Society. 

Although they were 

called literary societies, 

they were really more on 

the order of debating 

clubs, for they met on Fri

day evenings and, accord

ing to a historian of the W.I.L.S. in 1902, 

"engaged in the delivery of original 

speeches, the reading of essays, and in de

bating, conducting the exercises in accor

dance with strict parliamentary rules." 

The W.I.L.S. was formed in 1852 and 

the following year, "on account of its large 

membership, some of its members with

drew and organized another society," 

which was named in honor of the College's 

new president, William Stewart. 

Each society had a clubroom furnished 

by the school where "an earnest, jovial 

set of young men met regularly to speak, 

read, and discuss the 

questions of the day." 

Each clubroom had its 

own library of books 

supplied by members 

and friends. 

In addition to the 

debates and speeches 

within the club, the two 

Meeting room of the 

Washington Irving 

Literary Society, 1899 

societies regularly contended with each 

other and occasionally with other institu

tions in public debates and oratorical com

petitions. In 1909 it was noted that men 

from the two societies had won seven out 

of the previous ten statewide competitions 

of the Tennessee Inter-Collegiate Oratori

cal Society. 

The high point of the year for 

the societies was the Commencement 

Contest, when ·three speakers from each 

society vied for the Inter-Society Orator's 

Medal. For many years, it was the societ

ies who issued invitations to the Com

mencement Exercises. 

From 1885 until 1918, the societies 

joined forces to publish the Southwestern 

Presbyterian University Journal, a monthly 

magazine of student writing, campus news, 

alumni news, and college humor. In 1899, 

they broadened their publishing activities 

to include the school's first yearbook. 

Called the Sou'wester, it was published 

sporadically until1909. 

The societies pointed with pride to 

the number of their alumni whose par

ticipation in the clubs' activities had pre

pared them for successful careers in the 



Consumer advocate Ralph Nader takes 

the Dilemma stage in 19 71 . 

m inistry, law and government. In the early 

years of th e twentieth century, they could 

boast that two-thirds of the student body 

belonged to the clubs. 

After World War I, h owever, member

ship began to decline. The increas ing 

n umber of other organizations, the growth 

of the athletic program , the addition of 

women to the student body, the greater 

deman ds on the students' t ime- all com

b ined to put an en d to the Friday night 

debates. By 1925 both organizations had 

expired, but they left behind a rich tradi

t ion of student se lf-de t ermination and 

initiative in the College. 

North Carolina 

Senator Sam 

Ervin shares his 

views with 

students during 

Dilemma 1977 . 

Decades of 
Debate, 
Discussion 

Students at the College have 

never been at a loss for words. 

Following the demise of the 

Washington Irving and Stewart Lit

erary Societies, several campus or

ganizations dedicated to discussion 

and debate arose to take their place. 

Two of the earliest were the Quib

blers and the N itists. Both groups 

began in the 1920s: the Quibblers' 

Forum Debating Club focused on oratory and debate, and 

the N itists Club pursued the "discussion of current prob

lems of interest in the world." Abe Fortas '30, who went 

on to become a U.S. Supreme Court Justice, was a mem

ber of both in the late 1920s. William Bowden '48, who 

later served as president of the College, was president of 

theN itists in 194 7-48, a year or two before the group faded 

from the campus scene. 

The year 1966 delivered a new avenue for discussing 

the day's hottest issues: Dilemma-a student-run sympo

sium-was the brainchild of then-student C.V. "Bo" 

Scarborough '66. It brought to campus well-known speak

ers for talks and discussions with students. Though its popu

larity diminished in the late 1980s, until its demise in 1989 

Dilemma successfully focused attention on important top

ics and attracted to campus such major speakers as Ralph 

Nader, Daniel Ellsberg, Gerald Ford, William Rusher, and 

Dean Rusk. 

Mock Trial, which organized in the late 1980s, fol

lows in the path of other debate-oriented groups on cam

pus. Founded and coached by Professor Mark Pohlmann, 

the College's Mock Trial teams have, since their estab

lishment, captured the national title four times in inter

collegiate mock trial tournaments. 

Rhodes' Mock Trial Team, winners of the 

199 5 national title, pose with their coach, 

Professor Mark Pohlmann. 



The Greeks 

Fraternities and Sororities 

on the Campus and Dates of 

Establishment: 

Fraternities 

Pi Kappa Alpha, 1878 

Alpha Tau Omega, 1882 

Kappa Sigma, 1882 

Sigma Alpha Epsilon, 1882 

Kappa Alpha, 1887 

Sigma Nu, 1934 

Sororities 

Chi Omega, 1922 

Kappa Delta, 1925 

Alpha Omicron Pi, 1925 

Zeta Tau Alpha, 1929 

Delta Delta Delta, 1931 

Alpha Kappa Alpha, 1989 

Delta Sigma Theta, 1990 



Since 1878 fraternities-and subsequently sororities-have been leaving their mark on 

the College and on the members who join their ranks. 
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'' ... Properly conducted fraternities 
and sororities are on the hole 
beneficial to the student. ' 
-President Charles E. Diehl 

The original emblem 

of Pi Kappa Alpha, 

the first fraternity 

established at the College 

Alpha Tau Omega, 1899 

Sigma Alpha Epsilon, 

1935 

This 1887 photograph of the Kappa Sigma fraternity 

includes several alumni as well as active members. 

Note the floral arrangement in the 

shape of the KS star and crescent. 

W hen t h e College moved from 

Clarksville to Memphis, the 

members of the two national sororities and 

five national fraternities in C larksville 

were an xious about the future of their 

chapters. President C h arles Diehl must 

have eased their worries when he wrote 

in 1925: 

"We believe that properly conducted 

fraternities and sororities are on the whole 

beneficial to the student." 

He further announced his overall plan 

for fraternities and sororities: 

"The College will assign a piece of 

ground on the campus for each fraternity 

or sorority upon which that fraternity or 

sorority may build a club h ouse of the lodge 

type, but not a residential house ... The 

houses are to be of the same Collegiate 

Gothic type of architecture, to be con

structed of the same material as the other 

buildings, and are to be harmonious with 

the whole." 

First fraternity to build on the new 

campus was Kappa Sigma. For the sorori

ties that distinction was held by the 

Chi Omegas, who moved into a log cabin 

donated by millionaire entrepreneur 

C larence Saunders. 

In the 1920s and '30s as much as 

seventy percent of th e student body jo ined 

fraternities and sororities. As World 



:-

W ar II h eated up, h owever, me mbership 

dwindled. A lumni secretary Goodbar M or

gan '3 1, a S igma Nu alumnus, described 

the war 's effect on the fra ternities: 

"As t ime went on all th e fraternities 

became inactive except SAE an d KS. They 

remained active through out the four years 

of the war a lthough the ir me m berships 

were very small. A fter the war ended the 

first regular rush program of an y con se

quence in about four years took p lace in 

1946 ... With the· influx of hundreds of 

veterans who entered the College under 

th e G .I. Bill o f Rights each fra t e rnity 

pledged large numbers of men- it was n o t 

uncom mon for most fra ternities to p ledge 

an ywhere from 24 to 40 men ... " 

Fro m the la t e 19 40s thro u gh the 

m id-'60s, G reek life on campus flourish ed. 

D uring the la te 1960s and early 19 70s 

wh en th e Vietnam W ar, the civ il r ights 

movement and student unrest dominated 

the college scen e, fra ternities and soro ri

t ies d ip p e d so m e wha t in popul a rity. 

Bu t in the la t e 1970s an d 1980s they 

regained stature. 

O n December 10, 1989 , A lph a Kappa 

A lpha became the first of two historically 

b lack sorori t ies to es tablish a ch apter at 

Rhodes. D e lta S igm a Theta colonized at 

R hodes th e fo llowing year. Both sororities 

are heav ily serv ice-oriented. 

T o d a y jus t over h a lf of R hodes' 

students pledge a fra ternity or sorority. The 

houses rema in n on-res iden t ial, serv ing as 

sites for ch apter meetings an d social even ts. 

T h e P a nhe ll eni c a n d Inte rf rate rn ity 

C o un ci ls are the governing organization s 

of the G reek system . Elected officers an d 

chapter delega t es com prise t h ese two 

governin g bodies. 

Chi Omega, 1924 

Alpha Omicron Pi , 1948 Zeta Tau Alpha, 1952 

I! 
Delta Sigma Theta , 1991 

I ~ 

Delta Delta Delta , 1964 



The Way They We 
Greek Houses in 1 

Chi Omega 

A lpha Omicron Pi 

Kappa Delta 

Kappa Sigma 

By 1937, five sororities and two fra ternities h ad erected 

lodges on campus and a third fra ternity h ad co mpleted 

plan s fo r its proposed lodge. The log cabin h o using the C h i 

Omega chap ter was la ter replaced by a more campus-appro

pria te ston e version . The o rig ina l wood-fra m e Ze t a Tau 

Alpha lodge burned in 1946 and was replaced by a ston e 

facility in 1950. That latter facility was reincarnated as the 

McC oy Theatre after the Ze ta Tau Alpha chapter closed its 

doors in the late 1970s. 

The burning issue on campus in April 19 56 was the 

Chi Omega house fire. 



H o use Rules, 1955 

This paragraph from the Student Handbook of 1955 outlines 

the specific rules governing visiting hours at the fraternity and 

sorority houses: 
10. Ilrlen and women students ne JH!I'mltted ·~o visit 

imtei'Ul·Ly ~r SQf'Ority h\IU::ie'S between the hou1·s <),t 4:00 
and S :00 p,m, }lt'ovl(!oP.f\ t.ht'tt; t'here a:re ah¥a)o'"!ll preseTlt in 
the lotip;A being vi.sited by mixed i:fl"Ott(H~ at le~!llt eight 
lndivid1.1al~. When tt !nLh:!L·nity lwm1!i: b bc·ing vis ited by 
wom·~n tud<?nt..:-1, ther~ muRt he fiNH'lent, tn a,.dd·ition to 
at least two junior or senim· membet·~ of the fr~:~~krrnity, 
Lw u jun~.o:t• or scnicw >vornen stt1Jcnts 0.1· no fewer th :~t.n 
four wonH!n :!'.tudents from. any clas&. Wh<ln a soi·ority 
hou..se i:s .bemg: . yi;oited by men ;ihtd~. ·n·Lll:. t~ll.!r~ m~~sL he 
present, m ndd1t1on to at lea.st two .JU'II\H'rr O\' F.ArliO"'" 
memib.£!>1'!-l. of t he sorority, tw.o junior o,. senicn· m·en s·Lu
dent.:.~ QJ' n<.~t r~wFJr Uw n ;fuur lYl'!ll ft'Ull'l any das$. By 
noon on 1\-Tonda.yj l!lt'l a. form fl'rovided fo:r t h e purpose, 
fraternities shall submit to the Dean of Men und soro!l:itic-~ 
to the Deon of Women a report on th~ ]i:rMeding week 
!'.tnting wheti'U!'II' l)l:'.not t he lodge w as: usnd by mtxed grnutJs 
under the proYisions of this rule. 

11. BQth !.rr1. te:rnity and sorority houses nrc to be 
t•PRoP.rVP.n fo·r t h ,;;, A'lfclul'.!VA Ul'.e of man an(! ""'o:men ·re~ 
l1P~dh·ely during the morning hot.u:::J and uitUl 4 :00 p.m. 
Yronday th1·ough Fridri!.Y ami until 1 :0(1 p.ni . Sa.t111'rlay~ . 

12, Any unseemly conduct in sorority or f r.a tl;!rn.i'ty 
houses or failure to l.:'lmlru.r m to the a U!'.,!IV~ :nl1;~.p.dt,tioll~ 
will I'csult in di.seiplinl'll'l! mcatSures ou the p.ru·l of the 
A dmfnhrf:l·ati\•f'!l Cn·m:miitt ee. 

H o use Parties, 

1932 

Two social events 

were noted in the 

February 19, 1932 

S ou'wester. 

jA. 0. Pi's Dine In 
Lodge On Campus 

The members of the A. 0. Pi So
rority entertained with a banquet last 
night at 6 :30 o'clock in the lodge on 
the campus. A red and white motif 
was carried out with a centerpiece of 
red roses and red and white tapers 
burning in silver hoJ.ders. Place cards 
contained poems for each guest and 
toasts were made by the President, 
Virginia Richmond, . and Charline 
Tucker, who presented the ring 
given each year to the best pledge. 

Gals Flock to Levy 
Fashion sho\v at KD : 

Levy's Fashion Show drew many 
of the Southwestern co-eds to the 
Kappa Delta House Wednesday aft
ernoon, to see the classy chic spring 
outfits and to hear t he soft melodies 
of Bill Taylor's Collegians, as the 
boys furnished romance for the co-ed I 
models. Tea and sandwiches were I 
served after the show. 

Girls serving as models were: Katy 
Reid, Margaret Mason, Miriam 
Heidelberg, Peggy Henderson, Ruth 
Billings, Dixie Mae jennings, julia 
Marie Schwinn, Peggy Walker, Anita 1 

Wadlington, Mary Fay, Mary Ander-~ 
son, and Sarah Elizabeth Gemmill. 

Delta Delta Delta 

Sigma Alpha Epsilon 



Greek Life 

Sigma Alpha Epsilon members ride up Main Street in style 

at the College's annual Homecoming Parade through 

downtown Memphis . 

Kappa Alpha fraternity men of the early 1950s deal with 

the stresses of academic life. 

Kappa Delta members Thelma Nicholas '52 and Ann Brown 

'50 rustle up laughs during a sorority rush party. 

Sigma Nu got into the spirit of H omecoming 1955 with this 

offering of lawn art depicting a Southwestern rout over Millsaps. 



Kappa Alpha men enjoy 

themselves at the 1954 

Stunt Night. 

The Chi Omegas welcome a new 

group of pledges on Bid Day . 

Sharing a quiet moment at the 

Sigma Nu House 



All--Sings Considered 

The SAE fraternity takes top vocal honors 

in All~ Sing in 1949, the inaugural year. 

with trophies in the All~Sing 

competition . 

The 199 3 Technicolor 

version of All~Sing has 

the Kappa Deltas on 

center stage. 

I t has been described as "the largest 

Greek-sponsored social event at 

Rhodes." In 1948 the College's chapter of 

Kappa Delta sorority inaugurated All-Sing 

as a fundraising initiative. KD president 

Jane Phelps Arnold '49 had witnessed an 

All-Sing event at Vanderbilt and deter

mined that a similar event would succeed 

at Southwestern. 

Immediately popular, the evening of 

musical competition attracted enthusias

tic participation from the fraternities and 

sororities on campus. By the early 1960s 

the groups competing included the Inde

pendent Men and Independent Women. 

Today the range of contestants is as diverse 

as the roster of organizations on campus. 

For the first few years after World War 

II, proceeds from A ll-Sing went to spon

sor European war orphans . Subsequently 

Kappa Delta has given the money it raises 

to the Crippled Children's Hosp ital in 

Richmond, one of the KD philanthropies, 

and to various campus outreach efforts like 

the student-run soup kitchen at Memphis' 

St. John's Methodist Church. 



lack Student Association 

I n 1964 the College accepted its' first 

b lack student, Lorenzo Childress. Five 

years later, in 1969-70, the Black Student 

A ssoc iat ion was officia lly organized. 

"U nder the leadership of]ulian Bolton the 

A ssociation has opened up a new era of 

k now ledge and understand ing of the 

Blacks to the college communi ty," read 

a yearbook description of the nascent 

organization. 

Since then the Black Student Asso

ciation has been a ·visible and vital com

ponent of the college community, attract

ing the membership of blacks and whites. 

O ver th e years it has hosted a variety of 

programs, concerts, and exhibits during 

the year, including the Martin Luther King 

Birthday Celebration. One of th e most 

popular in recent years has been th e Gos

pe l Extravaganza, which hosts gospel 

choirs from around the region and raises 

money for a scholarship to Rhodes. 

Julian Bolton '71 (inset), who went on from Rhodes to 

serve as a Shelby County Commissioner, served as the 

first president of the BSA. In 1969-70, its first official year of operation, the 

BSA attracted a large and active membership. 

BSA events during Black Awareness 

Week in 1981 included a talent 

night, a jazz show, and a poetry 

reading by black authors. 
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The Renaissance Festiva 
''Let all hearts rejoice!'' 

The Great Seal of the 

Renaissance Festival 

Borne aloft by her 

stalwart courtiers, 

Good Queen Bess 

(Professor Betty 

Ruffin) and her musi~ 

cians move in proces~ 

sian to open the 1975 

Renaissance Festival. 

Petruchio tames 

his shrew on the 

steps of Burrow 

Library. 

• • 

I t began as a project of the Drama 

Department but grew to encompass 

a number of other departments a nd 

organizations-and much of the citizenry 

of Memphis. Founded in 1974, it contin

ued each spr ing through 1979, then 

faltered, resumed again in 1982, and finally 

faded away in 1985. In its heyday, the 

Rena issance Festival entertained the 

college community and townsfolk with 

excerpts from Shakespeare and other 

Renaissance playwrights, musical concerts, 

puppet shows, dancing, craft fairs, joust

ing and swordp l ay, poetry readings , 

alchemy demonstrations, jugglers, and 

a variety of pageants and processions

all performed o utdoors at a number of 

campus locations. 

Craftspeople hawk th~ir wares in the 

shade of the venerable Rollow Oaks. 



T he recorder 

ensemble 

performs' in a 

variety of 

costumes, 

from 

authentic 

Renaissance 

to 1970s 

hippie style 

to academic 

robes. 

T he flagpo le in front of Palmer Hall 

is transformed into a maypole with 

frolicking maidens. 

Alchemy dazzles the crowd in the 

amphitheatre. 

Led by Blind 

Tom, Lady 

Godiva parades 

through the 

campus. 

Knights joust on 

the Back F arty. 
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''In Recognition of 
The Honor Societi 

President Peyton 

Rhodes, Professor 

Robert P. Strickler, 

and Dr. Gordon 

White study the 

charter for the new 

Gamma Chapter of 

Phi Beta Kappa at 

Rhodes. 

Phi Beta Kappa inductees pose with faculty and President 

Rhodes in the Cloister of Palmer Hall. 

Omicron Delta Kappa member Frank Boswell 

'49 taps new member William Hatchett '49 in 

a ceremony in Hardie Auditorium. 

• • 

s 
''. • • 

A chievement h as rarely gone unnoticed a t Rhodes, even 

in the earliest years. The year 1920 saw the birth of 

Alpha Theta Phi, which recognized outstanding scholarship, 

and the Stylus C lub-later known as Sigma U psilon-which 

saluted top literary ability. Omicron Delta Kappa began life 

as the Order of the Torch in the early 1920s, evolving into 

a full-fl edged chapte r of the n ationa l leade rship fra ternity 

in 1927. 

Since then a host of recognition organizations h ave sprung 

to life: M ortar Board, begun in 1964 to salute senio rs with 

ste llar records in sch o lastics, leadership, and serv ice ; and 

a number of h on or societies highlighting achieve ment in 

the various disciplines of music, physics , class ic lan guages, 

English, science, histo ry, and others. 

At the pinnacle of the College's honor socie ty pyramid, 

h oweve r, res ts Phi Be t a Kappa , the pres tigio us n a tiona l 

sch o lastic h on orary socie ty. Pres ident Diehl began seeking a 

chapter fo r the College well befo re W orld W ar II. His drea m 

fina lly cam e true D ecember 5 , 1949, when the C o llege 

rece ived the charter for the G amma Chapte r of Tennessee. 

Rhodes is today on e of only 249 co lleges and universities in 

the nation to be awarded a Phi Beta Kappa ch apter. 

The Honorary Societies 

at Rhodes 

Beta Beta Beta: biology 

Eta Sigma Phi: classics 

Kappa Delta Epsilon: education 

Mortar Board: seniors 

Omicron Delta Epsilon: economics 

Omicron Delta Kappa: leadership 

Phi A lpha Theta: history 

Phi Beta Kappa: scholarship 

Pi Kappa Lambda: music 

Pi Sigma Alpha: political science 

Psi Chi: psychology 

Sigma Iota Rho: international studies 

Sigma Pi S igma: physics 

Sigma Tau Delta: English 



R hodes Organizations: 
''What's Your Interest?'' 

Students at Rhodes today can join 

like-minded studen ts in a r ich multi

pl ic ity of organizations and communal 

act ivities. In addi t ion to thirty vars ity, 

club , and intramural athletic organ izations 

and thirteen social fratern it ies and sorori

ties , here are some of the o t her ways 

Rh odes students get involved . 

Student Government 

Rhodes Student Government 

The Honor Council 

The Social Regulations Council 

Activities Board 

Publications Board 

Campus Publications 

Cereal Info 

Confluence 

The Lynx 

Rhodes Science Journal 

The Sou'wester 

The Southwestern Review 

The Colossus at Rhodes 

Community Service 

Campus Green 

Habitat for Humanity 

Kinney Program 

Refugee Assistance 

Souper Kitchen 

Music 

Rhodes College Singers 

Rhodes Community Orchestra 

Rhodes Mastersingers Chorale 

The Wool Socks 

Religious Life 

Catholic Student Association 

Episcopal Student Group 

Westminster Fellowship 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes 

Interfaith Circle 

Jewish Student Union 

Rhodes Christian Fellowship 

Peer Counseling and Support 

SHAC (Student Health Awareness 

Committee) 

Group 

International and 

Multicultural Activities 

All Students Interested in Asia 

(A.S.I.A.) 

Amnesty International 

Black Student Association 

FOSTER* 

International House 

Model United Nations 

Students Talk About Race 

Relations (S.T.A.R.R.) 

Women's Forum 

Academic Organizations 

American Chemical Society 

American Marketing Society 

Astronomy Club 

Film Society 

Health Professions Society 

Institute of Management 

Accountants 

Math/Computer Science Club 

Mock Trial Team 

Philosophy Club 

Greek Life 

The Panhellenic Council 

(women's organizations) 

Interfraternity Council 

(men's organizations) 

Political 

College Democrats* 

College Republicans* 

Administrative 

Organizations 

Admissions Representative 

Organization 

Peer Assistants 

Resident Assistants 

*Rhodes College does not sponsor, en

dorse, or fund these student organiza

tions . 







apter Eight: The Visual and Perforrning Arts 

Let the Tr 
Music Co 
Can1pus 

The Southwestern Serenaders, 

1924 

The black and red 

Russian blouses and 

berets worn by Dr. 

Tuthill's first band in 

1935 were chosen 

because they could be 

made by local seam~ 

stresses in ten days' 

time and be ready for 

the first football game 

of the season. 

n1pets Sound: 
es to the 

T h e Clarksville Chronicle of Novem

ber 18, 1876, reporting on a "grand 

jollification" to celebrate the election of 

Democrat Samuel Tilden (the fun was pre

mature, since late results gave the election 

to Rutherford B. Hayes), noted that among 

the bands, speeches and fireworks, enter

tainment was provided by the Glee Club 

from Stewart College. This is the earliest 

record of organized musical activity at the 

school. 

Actually, organized may be too strong 

a word. For the Glee C lub and the choirs, 

bands, string quar

tets, and guitar and 

mandolin clubs that 

formed a part of stu

dent life for the next 

sixty years were not 

really officia l college 

undertakings. Stu

dents were encour

aged to express them

selves musically and 

to form their own musical groups, but there 

was no formal instruction in music until 

the Music Department was formed in 

1935. As a result, musical activity swe lled 

or subsided from year to year, depending 

on student interest and faculty directorial 

assistance. 

The Guitar and Mandolin C lub, 1899 

With the arrival of Dr. Burnet Tuthill 

as director of music in 1935, things 

changed. Not only did Tuthill institute 

music classes, he organized a band and a 

choir, put them firmly in place and nour

ished them over the years to come. In 19 3 7 

he also became director of the well-estab

lished Memphis College of Music while 

continuing his work at the College, and 

in 1943 he absorbed the College of Music 

into the Music Department of Southwest-

ern. 

As if that were not enough musical 

activity, Tuthill was made director of the 

newly formed Memphis Symphony Or

chestra in 1938 and conducted rehearsals 

of that ensemble in the band house (now 

called Tuthill Hall), A mixture of profes

sional players and students and faculty of 

the College, the orchestra disbanded in 

194 7 to be replaced by the all-professional 

Memphis S infonietta. 

Today, the Rhodes Department of 

Music offers a full range of courses both 

for music majors and for others wishing to 

enrich their lives with a broader under

standing of musical theory and history. 

The department also offers a series of fac

ulty and student concerts as well as appear

ances by guest artists. The Rhodes Col

lege Community Orchestra-composed of 

students, faculty and townspeople-pre

sents two or three concerts annually. 

The Music Department is also home 

to the Music Academy of Rhodes College, 

which offers instruction to more than four 



T he Galloway mansion (Paisley Hall) at 

O verton Park Avenue and McLean 

Boulevard was purchased by the College in 

194 3 (and renamed Bohlmann Hall after 

T he odor Bohlmann, founder of the Mem~ 

phis College of Music) to serve as a home 

for the Music Department . It was sold in 

1970 when the 1~40 expressway threatened 

to roar just outside its back door. 

h undred students, from preschoolers to 

adults , in pian o, guitar, and all the sym~ 

phonic instruments. 

The human impulse to make music is 

one of its h appiest on es. The musical pro~ 

gram of this College treasures that impulse, 

cu lt ivates it, and sh apes it fo r the further 

en joyment of all . 

e Made the College Sing: 
urnet Tuthill 

is father was the 

architect of one of the 

great musical venues of the 

world, New York's Carnegie 

Ha ll. But young Burnet 

Tuthill did not decide to de~ 

vote his life to music until he 

was past forty, when he went 

to back to school to study 

composition at the College 

of Music in Cincinnati. He 

received his Master of Music Burnet Tuthill 

degree in 1935 and moved to 

Memphis that year as director of music at 

Southwestern. 

Despite his duties running the Music 

Department, teaching classes, and form~ 

ing a choir, band and orchestra, he man

aged to spend his spare minutes compos

ing-music for bands, for choruses, for 

chamber and symphony orchestras. These 

p ieces were performed by some of the 

nation's top musical organi

zations. His "Suite for Band" 

won the Columbia Univer

sity Prize in 194 7 and was fre

quently played by the United 

States Marine Band. "Big 

River," a musical setting of a 

poem by John Gould 

Fletcher, was played by or

chestras in New Orleans, 

Memphis, Oklahoma City, 

and Jackson, Mississippi. 

"Bethlehem, Pastorale for 

Orchestra" was performed by more than 

fifty orchestras. 

But his greatest creation was the love 

of music he instilled in the hearts of gen

erations of students at the College. They 

affectionately called him "Papa Tut"-his 

wife Ruth was "Mama Tut"-and they 

showed their devotion and respect in ev

ery p iece they sang for him. 

Tuthill consults with Vladimir 

Golschmann, conductor of the St. 

Louis Symphony. The Southwest~ 

ern Singers appeared with the St. 

Louis Symphony in 1953 and 

1954. 



Ctiapter Eight: The Visual and Performing Arts I 

Have Rob 
The Singe 
Musical A 

to board the bus for a spring tour 

in the 1950s. 

s, Will Travel: 
s Becotne the College's 
bassadors 

I t did not take very long after Tuthill 

formed his first choir for the adminis

tration to realize that the Southwestern 

Singers were a valuable promotional as

set. This ensemble of personable young 

people singing beautiful music would pro

vide a very attractive means of introduc

ing the College to a wider community. 

Accordingly, they supported a tradition 

that has continued to this day-the 

spring tour. 

The first tours were brief ones to 

nearby towns, but as the group became 

more familiar with the logistics required 

of a traveling choir, trips became longer 

and ranged farther afield. 

For many years the tour was scheduled 

over spring break, but now it takes place 

immediately after graduation, which al

lows more time for travel. An average tour 

now lasts ten days, during which the Sing

ers may give as many as fifteen perfor-

mances. Until recently, most concerts were 

given in churches, but now a number of 

daytime appearances in se lected high 

schools are included as well. 

P lanning a tour usually starts at least 

eighteen months before the tour dates. A 

team of student managers works with Pro

fessor David Ramsey, accompanist and as

sociate conductor, to select the locations 

and arrange the schedule. 

Among the arrangements that must be 

made are accommodations for the Sing

ers. In most cities, students are housed in 

the homes of family-members of the 

churches where they will sing. Occasion

ally, the group stays in hotels on weekend 

nights. Tour managers must also arrange 

for buses with baggage compartments large 

enough to carry the S ingers' luggage and 

their voluminous choir robes, which are 

carefully packed in special containers. 

Every third yea.r the Singers replace 

their usual swing through the southern 

states with an international tour. Begin

ning in 1976 with a series of concerts in 

Romania, they have since toured Poland, 

Russia, the Czech Republic, Hungary, 

Scandinavia, and G reat Britain. 

Wherever they have traveled, the 

Rhodes Singers have represented the 

school with spirit, with talent, with taste. 

They have introduced thousands oflisten

ers to the qualities of genuineness and 

excellence that Dr. Diehl set down as the 

College's guiding principles in 1925. 
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BUK Nll C. I UT IIfLL 

The tour program in 1950 showed the Singers at Bellingrath 

Gardens, a favorite stop on their schedule. 

Discography 

The first sound recording of the Singers was made in 1948, 

under the direction of Dr. T uthill, of course. 

Recorded in the music building, the three-disc, 78 rpm a l

bum contained selections by Palestrina, Brahms, Randall 

Thompson, and William Schumann. Since that time, 

In 1979, the Singers' 

second European tour 

took them to Gdansk, 

Poland. 

eleven LP recordings and 

two COs have been pro

duced. Shown here are the 

first a lbum and the 

most recent com

pact disc, recorded 

in 1994. 

Southwestern At'Memphis 
presents the 

Southwestern Singels 
In Concert 

1976 Spring 'Tour 

''What if they tnutiny?'' 
. w hen Tony Lee Garner led Tony Lee Garner '65 

his first S ingers tour in 1967, he 

was barely out of school himself-and he 

was terrified. "What if they don't do what 

I tell them to?" he worried. "What if they 

mutiny?" After all , only two years before, 

he had been a Singer h imself, and he knew 

very well just how demanding the students 

could be of their director. But h is musical 

gifts quickly won h im the confidence of 

the students, and th ey h ave sustained his 

authority ever since. He was director of 

the S ingers for longer th an anyone else, 

including the beloved founder, Professor 

Tuthill. 

Singers shop for souvenirs in Hungary . 
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Bats, Pals and Play 
Theatre at Rhodes 

THE : LITTLE ·. THEA T R E 

Southwestern Presbyterian University 

March 14, 1918. 

THE PALS 
PRESENT 

"N E VERTH EL ESS " 

CAST. 
ClrL •. .•. . .....•. _ ..................................... Mln Margaret Trahern 
BQY ........................................... _ ..... .. ... Mr. S<'libert Motrc.w 
Burslar ---····-·······--··-···········--·-----········· ·Mr. Pat Henry Cro~J 

Place- The room of a boy and ~rl. 
Time-lne pre~ent . 

AND 

" MISS C IVILI Z ATIO N" 
CAST. 

Allu Gardner, Daughter of Jamaa K. Gardner, Pr.Wdent ol th~ L. f. &. W. 
RaUroa.d •......••• •• - ••••••••••.••....... ...... Miu Mildred Smith 

''Undo'' j 01eph Hatch, alia1 Gentleman )o:>e •••••••••••.. •. Mr. Wallon Fukher 

~~~,. H~::i:K.:~~~n~=~dtb~a~-~-- :·.~~~~=~:::~~:~ p~:~y c~dj:::"~ 
C&ptain Lucaf. Chief ol Police .•••••••••••.•...... ..••. .•..•. Mr. Emmett Ladd 
Brakeman._v••••••••••v,.•••••••• •••--• • ••••vvv••vv•o•v•••••vfl.1r. Cvrit Wi~M!11 

Plac.e-Dinins Room of Jalllf!l K. t 

T ll!le- Oay after Chrittmu, neaT r.. 

OUTHWESTERN cS' ----PLAYERS 

PRE SE N T 

A PLAY IN FOUR SCENES 
B y CL AR E K U MMER 

The Giant's Stair, 1928 

rs: 

W e may never know why the first dramatic 

organization at this College chose to call itself 

"The Bats." Was it because the theatre space given to them 

by the administration was on an upper floor of the Castle? 

Was it an acronym for Best Acting Theatrical Society? 

We do know, however, that The Bats c ame into 

being in the spring of 1914 and existed under that name 

until 1917. During that time they produced short plays in 

their "portmanteau" theatre, many of which were written 

by their members and admission to which was issued by 

invitation only. 

We are equally mystified as to why the group 

changed its name in 1918 to The Pals. (Perhaps because the 

women who were admitted to the student body in 1917 did 

not want to be referred to as bats.) As The Pals, productions 

were expanded to full-length plays, some performed in the 

larger auditorium of the Clarksville High School. As The 

Pals, the troupe presented its first production after the move 

to Memphis-Oscar Wilde's The Importance of Being Earnest

in Hardie Auditorium, May 21-26, 1926. 

October 1928 brought yet another name change: The Pals 

became the Southwestern Players. This name stuck for 

awhile-fifty-four years, in fact, until 1982, when the The

atre Department moved into its new home in the McCoy 

Theatre and assumed producing responsibilities. 

Although Hardie Auditorium was its. home base, the Play

ers used every opportunity they could find to produce else

where. Designed to be a lecture/assembly/recital hall, Hardie 

was a far-from-ideal theatrical performance space. So the 

Everyman was presented on the north 

terrace of Palmer Hall, 19 3 7. 



T he Importance of Being Earnest, 1974 Candide, the first production in the McCoy Theatre , 1982 

Players performed at such downtown the

atres as the Lyceum, the Mazda Grotto, 

an d the Ellis Auditorium. They also rented 

space at the Stable Playhouse and at the 

P ink Palace home of the Memphis Little 

T heatre. 

Until the hiring of the first full-time 

teacher of speech and dramatics in 193 7, 

d irection of the plays was handled vari

ously by students, faculty, and theatrical 

enthusiasts from the community. 

Under Raymond S. Hill, who took 

charge of the department in 1949, student 

in volvement increased and the range of 

the Players' repertory broadened to include 

more classics and challenging avant-garde 

works . In 1973, under the direction of 

Professor Betty Ruffin, the Players carved 

out an intimate performing space in the 

basement of Palmer Hall and called it 

Theatre Six. 

But with the completion of the McCoy 

Theatre, the College's theatre program fi

nally came into its own. The flexible per

formance space adapts itself to a wide va

riety of theatrical forms and production 

styles. It is this flexibility that enables the 

McCoy to fulfill its mission: to give the 

participating students experience with a 

range of dramatic literature and perfor

mance techniques-and to offer the col

lege and community audiences a well-bal

anced mix of classic and contemporary 

plays and musicals, intelligently and imagi

natively produced. 

N icholas N ickleby, 1985. Student and community 

actors joined to present this nine-hour epic production. 

Richard III, 1997 

Ernest in Love , 1997 
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Defining t 1 
The Visua 

Clough Hall includes studios 

devoted to painting, sculpture, 

drawing and life study. 

''I saw 

the classes 

I taught 
• tn art as 

a way to 

knowledge.'' 
-Lon Anthony 

e Vision: 
Arts at Rhodes 

I n 1941, having established a Music 

Department in 1935 and a Speech and 

Dramatics Department in 193 7, Dr. Diehl 

turned his thoughts to the visual arts. At 

that time, the only art courses available 

to Southwestern students were art history 

courses. Diehl's first step was to hire Rob

ert McKnight, then director of the Mem

phis Academy of Art, to offer a course at 

the College in the fundamentals of art. · 

By 194 7, there seemed to be enough 

interest to support further classes, and a 

cooperative program was developed with 

the Academy of Arts through which the 

Academy (then at 690 Adams Street in 

the James Lee House) would offer a series 

of design and painting courses that South

western students could take for credit. 

Three years later, the Department of 

Art, under the direction of John Osman, 

was officially added to the catalogue. The 

courses were primarily in the history of art, 

with the continuation of the design and 

Lon Anthony with a work in progress on 

the deck of his house in the Florida Keys. 

For many years he was the Art Depart

ment of the College, and as it grew, 

Lon Anthony remained its spiritual cen

ter. Not only a wise teacher and caring 

counselor, he continued to work as a prac

ticing artist, setting for his students an 

painting courses at the Academy and the 

addition of a painting class to be taught 

on campus by a member of the Academy 

faculty. Finally, in 1955, the first creative 

art instructor, painter Henry Madden, 

joined the faculty. 

When Madden left in 1961, he was 

replaced by a young sculptor from South 

Carolina, Lawrence (Lon) Anthony. Un

der Anthony's gentle guidance, the Art 

Department expanded its offerings, 

brought in the area's leading artists to 

teach classes, created the College's first 

gallery exhibition program, and became a 

vital part of the college community. 

As the programs of the Art Depart

ment prepare some students for profes

sional careers and some for an enduring 

appreciation of art, they offer all the op

portunity to experience the revelations 

that art can bring to the human mind and 

soul. 

inspiring example of discipline and 

devotion to work. 

In an interview at the time of his early 

retirement in 199 5, Anthony said that h e 

had tried to teach two things. The first 

was, "Trust thyself. Art is so subjective. 

Why not trust yourself totally?" And the 

other thing? "Work. You have to work 

whether you feel like it or not. If you wait 

for the muse, you're never going to get 

anything done." 

Anthony also noted that most of his 

students over the years were not ar t 

majors: "I never saw my role as trainin g 

students to be studio artists. I saw the 

classes I taught in art as a way to knowl

edge, another way of understandin g 

yourself, of communicating." 



A Lynx Links Art and Carnpus 

A rt m a jor Ann M oo re Nunne r y ' 88 b ro ug ht 

art and the campus closer together when sh e took 

on an ass ignment in h er sophom ore year. Professor Lon 

A n th on y asked h er if sh e would be interested in sculpting a 

fig ure of a lyn x, the school mascot , to be placed on the 

camp us. While a committee de liberated on choosing the site 

(outs ide Rho des To w e r a bove the amphitheatre ), sh e 

stud ied the cats at the zoo. After she created severa l sm all 

wax cas ts of vario us postures , the committee ch ose on e, 

an d sh e proceeded to a full -size clay sculpture, then a wax 

cast , and fina lly the bro n ze sc ulp ture. It was unve iled 

Ho m ecoming Weekend, 198 7 , a h andso m e 

A Window 
on the World: 
The Clough-
Hanson Gallery 
Art can be studied in books and on slides, but there is no 

true substitute for experiencing it directly-without the 

intervention of the printed page or s lide projector. 

Providing that direct artistic experience is the mission 

of the Clough-Hanson Gallery in Clough Hall. 

Each year the gallery organizes and mounts a series of 

exhibitions by faculty and student artists and by outstanding 

regional artists, introducing the students and the community 

to a wide variety of artistic expression. National traveling 

exhibits bring the larger world to the local community. 

Visiting artists and lecturers add perspective as they discuss 

the social, political, and cultural issues addressed by 

various artists. 

Just as art can make us look at ourselves and beyond our

selves, the Clough-Hanson Gallery lets Rhodes look at its 

own artistic world and beyond it. 

work th at jo ins artistic endeavor with academic 

achievement. 
LAWRENCE ANTHONY 

T he ]essie L. C lough Art M em orial for Teaching 

consists of some two thousand item s used for 

study . G iven in 1950 by Miss Flay Hanson , the 

collection ranges from]apanese prints to textiles 

and carvings of every description . 

Late nineteenth-century robe 

belonging W the court of the last 

Emperor of C hina 

Southern Eye Southern 
II PIIOTOOHAI' II I C INQ. U IRY 

Diane Hoffman 
Paintings 1992- 1995 

February 27- March 23, \995 

Rhodes College, Clough-Hanson Gallery 
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Ten Days in October, 1920: 

Metnphis Gets a College 

These ads 

played 

prominent 

roles in the 

"College for 

Memphis" 

campaign . 

I n the years after the first World War, a number of public 

officials and leading private citizens of Memphis began to 

express what they felt was a pressing need for this growing, 

ambitious river town- a liberal arts college. As the only 

urban area of its size in the country without a college of arts 

and sciences, the intellectual climate of the city suffered. 

At the same time, Southwestern Presbyterian University 

was feeling constrained in C larksville. Although it was in

tended to serve the Synods of Alabama, Mississippi, Tennes

see, and Louisiana, the College was located at the extreme 

northern edge of that large territory. Furthermore, the city of 

C larksville had not supplied as many students or as much 

financial support as had been hoped when the Synods chose 

Stewart College to be the basis for their new university in 

1874. (Memphis had actually been considered for the home 

of that proposed college, but the recent yellow fever epidem

ics indicated a somewhat insalubrious air.) 

This early sketch of the proposed campus was used in 

fund raising literature. Obviously , both the layout and the 

style of architecture underwent radical changes prior to 

construction. The] effersonian domed building at the end of 

the mall was to be the library. The plan was prepared by 

distinguished Boston architects Cram & Ferguson, one of the 

firms Dr. Diehl considered when he was hiring an architect . 

According to Diehl, the sketch was done mostly for "propa~ 

ganda"-i. e . promotional purposes. 



The city wanted a college, the Col

lege wanted a new city: it would seem fated 

that SPU and Memphis should join hands. 

One man well aware of the needs of 

both the city and the College was Dr. M. 

E. Melvin, an SPU alumnus and member 

of its Board of Directors. At the urging of 

M elvin and prominent businessman E. B. 

Le Master, the Memphis Chamber of 

C ommerce took up .the cause and offered 

to mount a campaign to raise $500,000 for 

the College, contingent upon $1,000,000 

being raised from the four Synods. With 

th is backing, Melvin was able to convince 

h is fellow SPU board members that the 

t ime was ripe for a move. The decision was 

approved by the Synods in January of 

1920. 

In short order, the Chamber of Com

merce assembled a committee of outstand

ing Memphis business and professional 

leaders, enlisted 350 of its members as 

fieldworkers, and-with the encourage

m ent of Mayor Rowlett Paine-planned 

a blitz campaign for October 8-18, 1920. 

T he total raised was $586,000, and on 

September 16, 1922, construction of the 

College began. 

This was only the beginning of the 

supportive relationship between the 

College and the city of Memphis. For a 

number of years, particularly during the 

Depression, the College depended upon 

an annual spring campaign in the city to 

raise the money needed for operating 

expenses. Subsequent drives for major 

funding projects have drawn strong and 

consistent support from the city, which has 

well and truly honored its commitment to 

the 

Fieldworkers in the ten-day campaign had 

plenty of sales material to help them. 

"Spizzerinktum" (a contemporary term 

meaning vigor or pep) was the title given 

to the kickoff banquet on October 8 at the 

Chisca Hotel. 

I I 
; ; 
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THE SCHOOL QUIZ 
ONE-HALF MIWON 

Oct. 8-18, IIllO 
"SSl1111WESTER 

11le C.U. of the Miooiuippl VolleF -TINN. 
LESSONS TO BE LEARNED 

ONE.HALF MILLION 
Oct. 8·18, 1920 

"SOUTHWESTERN 
The College of the Mississippi Valley 
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The 
College 
Honors 

Its Debt 
to the 

City 

When Burrow Library 

opened in 19 53 , it included a 

meeting room and office 

space for the Adult Educa~ 

tion Center. In 1963 , the 

Center celebrated its tenth 

year with a party and a cake. 

Blowing out the candles 

are Frank Faux, Ray Hill, 

Granville Davis, 

Laurence Kinney and 

May Maury Harding. 

From its first days, the College was 

aware of its great obligation to the 

city. The c itizens of Memphis had rallied 

to the cause and assured the survival of 

the College by helping it replant itself in 

more fertile ground. 

In exchange, the College offered pri

marily what the city most desired - a 

quality education for its sons and daugh

ters. The c ity responded gratefully: during 

the '20s and '30s, well over half the stu

dents were local residents. 

But there was much more to come. 

From the beginning, members of the 

college community were encouraged to 

sh are their learning with the city at large 

and to participate fully in church and civic 

activities. 

Dr. Diehl was pleased to note in his 

annual report to the Trustees in 1932 that 

Dr. Townsend had presented a series of lec

tures on Shakespeare to the Nineteenth 

Century C lub, that Dr. Kelso h ad lectured 

on medieval and Greek art at Brooks 

Memorial Art Gallery, and that Dr. A. T. 

Johnson had addressed the Scribbler's C lub 

of the Junior League on the subject of 

writing. Such contacts flourished on an ad 

hoc basis until 1944, when the College 

formalized the means of shar ing its 

intellectual r iches with the citizenry of 

the town. 

In 1944-45, under the auspices of a 

new program in adult education headed 

by Professor John Osman, the College 

offered sixteen evening lectures given 

by members of the faculty in Hardie 

Auditorium under the title "The Great 

Centuries." The audience was largely 

comprised of members of the community. 

The success of the series prompted an 

encore the following year on "Our Ameri

can Heritage." From these lectures grew a 

comprehensive Great Books course that 

has introduced thousands of mid-South

erners to the significant ideas and works 

of our culture. 

In 1954, Professor Granville Davis was 



The International 

Cotton Institute 

T he Institute for Executive Learning 

Hosted by Rhodes in association 

with the American Cotton Shippers 

Association, the Institute each 

summer brings to Memphis students 

from all parts of the globe to learn 

about one of this region's prime 

industries. Participants study 

everything from planting, seed 

genetics , warehousing and transpor

tation to futures, options, market

ing issues, risk management, 

business ethics and contract law. 

For more than forty 

years , Memphis 

companies have sent 

their best and brightest 

executives to Rhodes to 

stimulate their interest 

in the wider world of 

ideas . 







Chapter Ten: Athletics • 

T his sweater was awarded to Robert Henry Cobb '20 

at the first banquet given by the "S" Club, 

February 19, 1920. This "brilliant affair" was described 

by The Sou'wester: "During the dinner Dabney's 

Saxophone Orchestra entertained most delightfully with 

their jazz music and songs. After the dinner Coach 

Richardson presented the sweaters to the men who had 

shown the spirit of love for the sport and for love of 

Southwestern. Each sweater was presented with an 

appropriate speech, which caused much merriment." 

Cobb's sweater was the final one awarded. "Last, 

and least in size, a sweater was given to the captain of 

the team of 1919, Cobbj the man of few words, but most 

successful and proficient in action, and the one who 

made the wonderful end-runs which often brought 

victory to the 'Red and Black."' 

The sweaters for the athletes were purchased 

with funds raised by an entertainment presented under 

the auspices of The Pals dramatic club. In announcing 

plans for the event, The Sou'wester noted: "There will be 

a large cast, mixed, the ladies possibly wearing full dress 

suits, while the men will appear in feminine attire, 

appropriate for formal evening dress ." 

''I Want to Be a 
Football Hero'': 
Football 1899--1939 

I t was in the 1920s and 1930s that the athletic hero, par

ticularly the football star, became the icon of school spirit 

for colleges all across the country. Like knightly champions, 

these gridiron greats carried the school colors into battle, 

helped each institution define itself, and gave every student 

body something to cheer for. 

The publicity was also good for the school. Winning 

teams were powerful public relations tools. After the College 

moved to Memphis in 1925, the publicity gathered by 

its successful football teams helped in fundraising and 

enrollment activities. 

LAPTl{BDB" 
EMERGES FROM 
THE BATTLEFIELD 

VI CTORJ OUS_ 

From The Pioneer yearbook, 1925 

Two members of the 1936 team, known as the "iron men ," 

Guard Richard Parker and Captain "Toto" Houts. 



I OVEMBEI 9, 1140 • CRIMP STADIIM • 

T his page from the 1939 yearbook tells 

Southwestern vs. Ole Miss, 

sometime in the 1930s . Helmets 

seem to have been optional 

equipment . Did they have harder 

heads or softer linemen back then? 

These program covers for Lynx 

games in the 1930s were created 

by nationally · known sports artist 

Lon Keller, who also designed the 

logos for the New York Yankees 

OFFICIAL 
PROGRAM 
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Dr. Diehl wore this green 

hat to football games for 

it became the 

prize passed 

on each 

year to the 

winners 

of the 

Alumni Day 

softball game. 
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A College Garn.e, N t a College Business : 
Football 1940--98 

Home games in the 1930s were frequently played at 

Crump Stadium to crowds of 10,000 or more. Tickets 

shown are for the five home games played there in 1941 . 
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The Edmund Orgill Bowl is engraved with the results of 

the football games between Rhodes and the University of 

the South at Sewanee since 19 54 . The winner of the 

annual game between the two holds the bowl until the next 

game. At the end of the 199 7,98 season , the score is tied, 

with twenty,two victories for each school. 

I n December of 1940, after several highly suc

cessful foo tball season s, Southwestern startled 

the community by announc ing that it would 

n o lon ger subsidize athletes with free room 

and board. By this action , the Executive 

Committee of the Board of Directors said, 

the College h oped to become "on e of the 

leaders in a group con cerned with preserv 

ing football as a college game and n o t as a 

college busin ess." 

The Sou' wester editorialized against the 

position , predicting that it would mean the 

end of collegia te football for the sch ool. "If 

a team h ad to be chosen from the m ale stu

dents on cam p us, outside of those rece iv ing 

athletic sch olarships, we would n o t h ave an y

thing to compare with the average M em phis 

high school." 

But W alter S tewart, sportswriter for The C ommercial Ap

peal, approved the decision . "This follows a rising sports tren d 

in which the sma ller sch ools sh eer away from the big leagues. 

This is largely as it should be ... a squad of twenty m en h as 

n o business matching beef with five- team h ordes which can 

produce it by the solid ton ." 

S till, it was a risky position to take. In 1936, The Com

mercial Appeal h ad reported on a luncheon held by 200 lead

ing business and c iv ic leaders to con gratula te the football 

team on the ir 12-0 v ic to ry over Vanderb ilt and on the n a

tion al attention they were bringing to M emphis. By takin g 

Southwestern o ut of "big t ime" footba ll, the C ollege might 

lose some much-needed finan c ial support. But the Executive 

Committee h e ld fast to its principles, and still support for the 

program continued . 

Today Rhodes students who rece ive financial a id based 

on n eed or me rit may indeed include athletes. But they earn 

th e ir scholarships with the ir brains, n o t the ir brawn. And 

the College's athletic program rem ains th e way it was origi

n ally envision ed, an important adjunct to a liberal educa

tion . "M ens sana in corpore sano. " 



T he 19 71 team rang the 

bell as co~champions 

of the College Athletic 

C onference 

Mike Lee '96 (with ball) 

established a new single~ 

season rushing record in 1995 

by rushing for 1 ,392 yards en 

route to leading the Lynx to 

the SCAC title. 

Tom Mullady '78 

was such an out~ 

standing player that 

his number was 

retired. He joined 

the Giants in 19 79, 

and in 1982 his 

twenty~ seven 

catches led Giant 

receivers. 

Football was suspended during the World War II years 1942~45. Play 

resumed in 1946, but it took a few years for the struggling team to get on its 

feet. Then in 1951, during the Korean War, football was suspended again, to 

be restored in 1952 under a new coach, Glenn A. Johnson. Although the 

team won only one game in 1953, the players were so overjoyed they lifted 

Coach]ohnson to their shoulders. 
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The Nineteen--Year Tin1e--Out: 
Lynx Baseball 

~ .t I I 
~AL• ....... 

From T h e Pioneer yearbook, 1925 

The 1908 baseball team- a dapper bunch indeed. 

Baseball, one of the College's original sports, was very 

popular in the early years of the century. According to 

an athletic history written in the 1920s, "For several years, 

SPU had a baseball team which ranked with the very best in 

the South. Sewanee, Vanderbilt, U. of A la. and others lost 

to our team." The anonymous historian goes on to note sev

eral SPU players who went on to p lay major- league ball , then 

tells of a memorable series in 1917 when SPU defeated 

Vanderbilt: "On the team's return to the city our president 

gave the team enough money to see several shows, drink all 

the sodas they wanted, and to have a good time in general. " 

After the move to Memphis, however, and the increas

ing dominance of football, interest in baseball waned; in 1930 

it was dropped as a varsity sport. T he College's precarious 

financial position due to the Depression undoubtedly played 

a part in this decision. 

When baseball returned to the varsity lineup in 1949, 

the yearbook referred to it as "a sport brand new to South

western." 

Since then this old/new sport has continued as an impor

tant part of the athletic picture at the College. 



On April18, 1989 , the Lynx played 

an exhibition game against a team 

from the USSR who were touring the 

country to get baseball experience 

and to learn from American teams. 

Rhodes won 12~6 . 

199 5: looks like a good one. 

In1961 the 

team took a first 

in the NCAA 

College Division 

Mideast Region. 
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Basketball: 
The Original Equal 

Oppor unity Sport 

From the 1927 yearbook 

The stairstep men of 19 24, the last team from Clarksville. 

T h e men basketball players were ready, willing, and able 

to go when the first gym was built in 1899; they had a 

team on the floor before the season was out. Similarly, when 

women were admitted to the College in 191 7, they lost little 

time in getting their act together; as their picture shows, the 

first team was ready for action in 1919. 

The men's teams were soon playing a schedule of oppo

nents from nea.rby colleges. The 1909 schedule, for example, 

included Vanderbilt, Cumberland University, and the Uni

versity of Nashville. 

It was a little more difficult for the women to put to

gether a schedule. They had no coach, no place to practice, 

and they were not permitted by the College to take over

night trips out of town. But they persisted, and by 192 7 they 

were being coached by two players from the men's varsity 

team and had been granted access to the new gym in Fargason 

Field House three days a week. Their opponents were teams 

from Memphis high schools and the YWCA. 



The carefully coiffed 

women's team of 1919. 

The 19 2 7 yearbook gave equal space to the two basketball teams. 
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Men's Basketball: 
Through Good Years and Bad 

Even though football 

was discontinued 

during the World 

War II years, the 

basketball program 

kept on rolling. Is 

this picture of the 

1945 team an ironic 

comment on their 

lack of tall players? 

The team of 19 51 ~52 had a lot to overcome. The previous year had seen a 

fifteen~game losing streak , a players' strike due to unhappiness with the coach~ 

ing, the disbanding of the team mid~season, and the resignation of the coach. 

Here , with a new coach, the survivors get ready for a game . 

A fter fielding several promising teams 

in the 1920s and '3 0s, the men's 

baske tball program hit th e do ldrums in 

the '40s and '50s before rebounding in 

the '60s. Today's teams are again winning 

conference ch am p ion ships and playing in 

n a tion al to urnaments. 

The 1969 team came out on top in the 

Dixie Tournament . 



1981 . Chitwood gets a boost from the opposition. 



Kittens on the Court 

From The Lynx yearbook, 1927 

The Kittens of 1927 may not have been too happy with 

the headline writer's adjective for them . 

Started wh ile the College was still in 

C larksville , women 's baske tball was 

elevated to varsity status after th e move 

to M e m ph is in 1925. For the n ext five 

years, th e Kitten s (as they were called) 

played a limited sch edule w ith local and 

n earby teams. But in 19 3 1 the yearbook 

announced that because "there were n o t 

en ough women in the school who could 

devote enough time to practice sess ion s, 

it was found necessary to discon t inue the 

usual collegia te basketball team ." 

For the n ext forty- two years, wh en 

women 's athletics were confined to a ran ge 

of intramural sports activ ities , class and 

sorority basketba ll teams were o rganized 

The women 's team of 1984 added this 

championship trophy to the display cases 

in the M allory-Hyde lobby. 



into a league with trophies for the win

n ers. Starting near the end of the 1930s, 

college teams were sometimes formed from 

the top players in the intramural league 

and games were scheduled with some lo

cal high-school and other college teams. 

A varsity team was finally re-estab

lished in 1972, but it didn't stick. It was 

not until197 5 that women's basketball was 

firmly in place as a part of the varsity pro

gram. Since then it has flourished and de

veloped into one of the strongest elements 

in the Rhodes athletics program. 
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won the NCAA 
Division I II 
championship in 

1996 and 

participated in the 

NCAA Division III 

National Playoffs in 

1994, 1995, 

and 1997. 

Soccer Kicks 
onto Can1pus 

Soccer materia lized on the Rhodes campus in the 1960s 

as a sort of counterculture sport. Taylo r Phillips ' 79 

remembers soccer games a t the College in 1975: "We played 

at Overton Park against Loca l clubs, on a field with n o nets 

on the goals, n o corner flags, and more mud and potholes 

than grass. The two or three women played on the m en's 

team . With the odd assortment of beards, bandannas, ear

rings, ponytails, boxer sh orts h an ging out, and ROTC boots, 

we Looked m ore Like some expedition lost in a jungle th an 

a team ." 

By the faLL of 1976 the men h ad a coach, red uniforms, 

a collegiate sch edule, and permiss ion to play h o me games 

on the footbaLL field . And the College h ad a new varsity sport. 

Within a couple of years, en ough wo men h ad become 

interested to fo rm a club team (with Taylo r Phillips as th eir 

coach) and in 1983 women's socce r was officia lly given 

varsity status. Since the n both t eams h ave consisten tly 

brought h onors to the College with Division and Tourna

m ent championships. Both t eams h ave a lso represented 

the College abroad, traveling to Europe to vie with teams 

over there. 

Lynx player Tripp Dargie goes 

head to head with the competi

tion in this 1984 game 



The women's soccer team took top honors 

in the Rhodes College Invitational Soccer 

Tournament in 199 3. 



C apter Ten: Athletics 

From Tee to Cup: 
Golf at Rhodes 

From The Lynx yearbook, 1928 

Depression-era players 

take some practice shots 

on the back campus. 

The 1941 golf 

team. Did they 

tee off in ties? 

T h ough there was some interest in golf 

as a team sport when the College 

was located in Clarksville, it was not 

until after the 1925 move to Memphis

next door to the Overton Park course

that golf really swung into action. Matches 

were soon scheduled with other colleges, 

and golf became a varsity sport. 

Golf remained an intramural activity 

for women until 1995. In their second 

year on the links, the ladies showed their 

style by winning the Southern Collegiate 

Athletic Conference championship, 

with Stephanie Boyd '99 taking medalist 

honors. 

In 1993, the Rhodes Golf Team enjoyed 

the rare opportunity to play at the world

famous Pebble Beach course. 



For Won1en Only: 
Varsity Volleyball and 

A s far back as the 1930s, women were 

vo lley ing the b all back and forth 

over a n et in intramura l competition . In 

the '60s, volleyball became a club sport

games were played against other colleges

and by 1977 it was a full-fledged varsity 

sport with a coach, unifo rms, and an an 

n ual schedule of worthy opponents. 

Softba ll appeared a little la ter on the 

intramural fields and did n o t make its var

sity debut until the spring of 1997, which 

gives it the distinction of be ing the fresh 

est varsity sport on the books. 

Women's softball 

was an intramural 

sport until 199 7. 

An intramural game in 

the late 1930s 

The 1977 volleyball team with 

coach Sarah Risser Hatgas 

At the net, 1994 
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Track and Cross .... Country at Rhodes 

The winged feet of 

the College's team 

brought victory in the 

1957 Memphis Relays . 

The 193 1~32 

track team placed 

first in the Dixie 

Conference and 

third in the 

Southern Inter~ 

collegiate Athletic 

Association. 

I t was m ankind 's fir s t comp e titive 

sport-to determine who could run the 

fastest , throw the lon gest , jump the far

thes t o r high est. Track was the C o llege 's 

first organized athle tic activ ity, too . Fie ld 

days featuring track events were held on 

the campus in the la te 1880s, and in 1899 

the College's first yearbook pictures a track 

team. 

After an off- and-on series of seasons 

in the 1920s, track subsided to an intra

mural sport but was restored to varsity sta

tus in 1929. The track tea ms of the 1930s 

perfo rmed we ll and gave the C o llege a 

good reputa tion in field ev ents. Afte r 

W orld W ar II, cross -country compe tition 

was added to the varsity roster and quickly 

became an o ther major prizewinner. The 

men 's cross-country team h as won e ight 

con secutive Southern C o llegiate Athletic 

Conference championships; the men's 

track and fie ld team h as won five SC AC 

championships since 1990. 



Women's track and cross-country 

emerged as varsity sports in 1978 and n ow 

h old their own with their brothers. The 

wom en's track and field team won confer

ence championships in 1995 and 1996; the 

women's cross-country team h as won three 

consecutive championships. 

Sprinting in the 1970s: Herman Morris , Lev~ Frazier, Todd Robbins , Jeff Carter 

Leading the way to the tape, 1994 

Running cross-country, 1990s 
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Seeds of Distinction: 
Tennis at Rhodes 

The gentlemen of the 1900 tennis 

club sit for their portrait in a 

stylish array of headgear. 

T h e tennis club seems to h ave been a 

perman ent fi x ture on the co llege 

cam pus from the 1890s on , but it was n o t 

unt il the mid-1920s that an offic ial team 

began p lay ing sch edu led m atch es with 

oth er insti tution s. 

W omen's tennis rem ained at th e in

tramural level until M arch of 19 72, when 

a varsity team was form ed and promp tly 

won its first match against La m buth 7-2. 

In 1997 , the men 's team was ranked 

in the top thirty-five in the n ation and the 

top thirteen in the South . The wo men's 

team ranked fifteenth (out of three hun

dred) in the n ation and fifth in th e South. 

Two of the three members of the College's 

19 25 tennis team 



Derrick Barton, tennis coach in the 

1950s (back row, left), produced a 

series of winning teams and top-flight 

players. Among the latter was 

Tommy Buford '57 (front row, 

second from left) , recently named to 

the Rhodes Athletic Hall of Fame . 

The 1940 tennis team had a very 

successful season, winning nine 

out of eleven matches . Their 

proud coach was physics professor 

Peyton N. Rhodes, later President 

of the College. 

One of the finest players ever to 

grace the Rhodes courts, N ao 

Kinoshita '98 won the 1995 and 

1997 NCAA Division III Na

tional Singles Titles. With her 

partner, Taylor Tarver '98, she 

also won the 1997 NCAA 

Division III Doubles Title. 
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Athletics for Ever~body: 
Intratnurals at Rhodes 

Working out, 1928 

Horseshoes in the 1930s 

I ntramural (literally, "within the walls") athletics tradition

ally involve teams from the same institution. But at Rhodes 

that definition is far too narrow. From their beginning, intra

mural activities at the College have encompassed individual 

competition as well as team sports. 

lntramurals are open to everyone, not just the skilled ath

lete; they're for students who lack the time or facility for var

sity sports, yet wish to exercise their bodies, test their skills, 

and just have fun with students of similar abilities. As one 

would expect, there are more of these part-time athletes than 

there are varsity players. 

lntramurals have included everything from ping-pong and 

fencing to racquetball and walleyball, according to the taste 

of the times and the interest of the students. After all, 

intramurals offer something for everyone. 

Shooting in the 19 30s 



Softball in the 1950s 

From 1930 until1972, the only 

athletics for women were the 

intramural ones. The range of 

these sports is shown in this 

photograph from the 19 57 year~ 

book . Other activities that year 

were fencing, archery, ping~pong 

and modern dance. 

campus vernacular-in the 1970s 



V--1--C--T--0--R--Y: 
Leading the College Che rs 

The Student 

Handbook 

of 1915 

prescribed 

these yells for 

freshmen to 

learn before 

the first game 

of the season. 

College Yells 
The following are the College yells: 

FIRST 
With a vevo! with a vivo! 
With a vevo vivo vum vum! 

Johnny get a rat trap bigger than a cat trap 
Johnny get a cat trap bigger than a rat trap 

Hannibal! Hannibal! sis boom bah! 
Varsity! Varsity! Rah! Rah! Rah! 

SECOND 
s~ P. U. rah! rah! 
S. P. U. rah! rah! 
Hoorah! Hoorah! 

Varsity! Varsity! Rah! Rah! Rah! 
THIRD 

Rackety kax! ko-ax! ko-ax! 
Terreorex-o-rex-orex! 
Hulla-baloo! Hulla-baloo! 

s. P. u~ 
FOURTH 

S. P. U. is our· cry 
V-1-C-T-0-R-Y! 

19 30: no fancy costumes, no elaborate routines, 

just a few guys with loud voices and a megaphone. 

V ocal support seems to be essential to 

major crowd-pulling sports. How 

can you truly enjoy a fast-moving football 

or basketball game without the opportu

nity to show your support or disapproval 

by shouting at will and occasionally chant

ing in unison? 

If we go by the published yells, cheers 

were more complex in the early days than 

they are today. But they didn't have the 

dance and pompom routines that inspire 

and ignite today's crowds. 

Collapsible megaphones such as 

this one helped the crowds cheer louder 

in the 1930s. They were supplied to fans 

by the Kroger Company. 
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The Haygood Athletic Hall of Fatne 
Gaylon Wesley Smith '39 

In 193 7, running back G aylon Smith 

from Beebe , Arkansas, spearheaded the 

Lynx to their most successful season since 

1896. He led the entire nation in scoring 

for two weeks, finally coming in third in 

the country with ninety~seven points 

for the season. In basketba ll he played 

forward and was the leading scorer for 

three consecutive years. A four~year 

letterman in track, Smith set pole~vault 

and hundred~yard~dash records that 

were to stand for many years. 

Henry Thomas Hammond 

'36 
Native Memphian "Ug" Hammond 

was a member of the legendary 1936 Lynx 

football squad that lives in history as the 

twelve "iron men." In this one season he 

scored against Union University, twice 

against Millsaps, once against Birming~ 

ham~Southern and Loyola University. But 

it was the Vanderbilt game that climaxed 

his career: he caught a pass for the final 

touchdown and a 12~0 win over the highly 

touted N ashville team. Newspapers 

throughout the South reported it as "no 

miracle, but a well~deserved triumph." 

Ralph Clinton Allen '73 

The Memphis Press~Scimitar said it best: 

"There probably isn't a college athlete in this 

land with more versatility than Southwestern's 

Ralph Allen." In football, he was named to the 

All College Athletic Conference team. In basket~ 

ball, his coach called him "our best hustler and 

best defensive man." In track he was a virtual 

one~man team, setting college records that still 

stand in the decathlon and javelin. In 1972 he 

qualified for the NCAA College Decathlon and 

was named All American, the school's first track~ 

and~field athlete to earn this distinction. 

I n 1996, the College inaugurated its 

Athlet ic H all of Fame, h onoring the 

o u tstand ing athletes of its p as t a nd 

preserv ing the ir memory for future genera~ 

tions. T he H all of Fame is located in th e 

Bryan Campus Life Cen ter and is named 

in h onor of] ames "Jimmy" H aygood , who 

served the College as athletic director and 

h ead footba ll coach in th e 1930s. Each 

year nominat ions to the H all of Fam e are 

solicited from th e Rhodes commun ity and 

new names are added to th e roster. T he 

first six honorees are sh own h ere. 

Freeman Carl Marr '48 

As st udent t rack stan dout, a lumni 

assoc iation pres ident, an d volunteer 

coach , Freeman M arr h as n ever stopped 

running for his alma mater. In 194 7 h e 

ran on th e Lynx m ile relay team that 

set a state collegiate record . During 

his senior year, Marr set a nat ional 

collegiate record in th e pentathlon . 

From 1956 to 1967 h e returned to the 

campus to serve as men's track coach 

on a volunteer bas is, coaching teams 

that won an outstanding fifty~two meets. 

In 1978 he started South western at 

Memphis's first women's track team, 

known at the time as "SAM's Angels." 



T hornas Bright Buford, Jr. '57 

He came to Southwestern to play baseball but was soon 

recruited to the tennis team by coach Derrick Barton. He 

rewarded his coach's 

confidence by winning 

the Tennessee Intercol

legiate Championship 

in 19 56 and 19 57. 

Buford became head 

tennis coach for the 

University of Memphis 

in 1966 and since then 

his Tigers have scored 

412 wins versus 23 5 

losses and have won five 

conference champion

ships. As tournament 

director of the Kroger 

St. Jude Classic at the 

Racquet Club he has 

been voted by tour 

professional players as 

one of the top six tennis 

officials in the world. 

Southwestern's Athletic Code 
As an athlete l am: detennined-

1. 'l'o play the game to the limit of my 0apacities, giving each detail 
the greatest care and attention. 

2. To strive to carry more than -m y own burden, to do a little more 
than my share, not seeking help fro.ru others. 

3. To correct my faults, ever eager to Jearn and improve, never 
seekil]g to cover up or conceal mistakes made. 

4. To carry the fight t.o the opponents with the spirit of the " Old 
Guard" t.hat dies but never surrenders. 

5. To be unselfish in endeavor, caring more for the satisfaction which 
comes from doing a thing well than for praise. · 

6. To glory in fighting against odds l-ike the Lacledoomonians, who 
never asked of th e enemy " how many are there ?" but "where are they?" 

7. To hate an alibi, kno"l'l·ing that the man who makes excuses admits 
his weakness and has a dwarfed souL 

8. 'l'o rise above ·obstacles, to fight harder when the game is going 
the other way than when winning. 

9. To fight with an uncon:querable spi1;it, realizing with every act 
that " the deed is the measure of the man." 

10. To play according to the letter and the spirit of the 111les, .scorn
ing au unfair advantage over an opponent. 

1 1. To remember that the measure of a~hievement is not the vietories 
won, but how I played tl1e game. • 

12. To be undismayed by defeat, but with a will hardened by adver
sity seek to learn the cause of failure. 

13. To be unspoiled by victories, realizing that brave men are soft
ened by success ratcher than by defeat. 

14. To give th e best that is in me, to the end that I may be a better 
. student, a better citizen, a better man. 

Southwestern's Athletic Code 

In the mid-1920s the College published the above code 

for its athletes to play by. Although the language may seem 

archaic and occasionally stuffy to us today, the ideas em

bodied in the code are in no way foreign to the rules of fair 

play, honesty, and self-discipline that drive Rhodes athletes 

at the end of the century. 

Harold Walter "Chicken" High '33 

A legend in the annals of Lynx athletics, Harold "Chicken" High 

was called by a sportswriter of the 1930s "one of the greatest ball toters in 

Dixieland." High excelled in basketball, track, and football (he captained 

the 1932 Lynx football squad) and was named quarterback on the all-star 

Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association team. In 1933 he joined the 

athletic staff as .assistant football coach, freshman basketball coach, and 

varsity track coach. He continued as a key member of the athletic staff 

until he resigned to enlist as a lieutenant in the United States Army. 



The Orientation 

Team tries to answer 

freshmen's questions 

about life at Rhodes. 

Considering the 

multiplicity of 

activities here, 

it's not an easy job . 



"A good mix between the 
w orthless and the worthwhile.'' 

-The Student Handbook, 197 4 

T he Student Handbook for 1974 prepared incoming students with these 

words, "Social life is what one makes it ... by nature it is informal and 

spontaneous ... a good mix between the worthless and the worthwhile." 

Actually, that's not a bad prescription for social life anywhere, since even 

the most serious and responsible life needs its lighter moments. At Rhodes, 

students have found relaxation in a dizzying variety of ways-some are 

worthwhile, some are worthless, but all are important in preparing for life 

in the larger world. 
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The Men's 
Residence Halls 

Sophomores and Seniors 

Drawings from the 1908 yearbook contrast the lifestyles of 

sophomores and seniors. 

"Nothing is 
more demoralizing." 
"It is notorious that nothing is more de

moralizing, even in the case of m a ture 

men, than that they gather in crowds in 

any capacity habitually, in clubs, fro m 

which are excluded the more elevated class 

of females. This is found to be more uni

versally the case among boys and young 

men. This danger is greatly aggravated by 

their being congregated together in adja

cent sleeping chambers at night. Instead 

of spending their time in application to 

study, which is the prime object in view 

in this system, they are tempted to visit 

each other, to play at unlawful games, or 

to go out, under cover of the darkness of 

night, to places utterly ruinous to health 

and morals." 
-Chancellor Waddel (1879-88) on the 

housing of students in dormitories 

\tiCS ARE TABOO 
IN :BOYS' ROOMS . 

f • . - i 
College Lays Down Law 

Regarding Music 

No musical instrument of any kin.d 
,i ll be played before I p. m. and 
fter "7 30 p. m. Students desiring 

to play any instrument besides the 
yictrola may do so in their rocims in 
he afternoons only. 

Student dormitory leaders as well 
as resident faculty members in each 
~ill see that these rules are enforced. 
New dormitory leaders are L. P. 
"Doc' ~ Watkins, . Robb Hall; T. M. 
Garrott, Calvin Hall; and Crawford 
McGivaren , Stewart Hall. Faculty 
members in the dormitories are Prof. 
W. R. Cooper, Robb; Prof. ]. · A. 
Ross, Jr. , Calvin , and Prof. R. F. 
Thomason , Stewart. 

-The Sou 'wester, September, 1927 



T h e Dormitory as a 

B e nefit to Moral Nature 

T he humorous side of l ife is capable 

of be ing largely added to in a dormi

tory. It is a very happy faculty to be able to 

see the amusing side in th e happenings of 

life, and fortunate is the man who does not 

t ake h imself too seriously. The midnight 

feasts and jokes, and th e carousals in the 

early morning hours in which you are a l is

tener and not always a participant, go to 

great lengths in developing a humorous na

ture and a pleasure in th e pursuits of others. 

T he fact that we may laugh at the expense 

of others and hear others laugh at us is like 

a tonic in bringing our moral natures to a 

h igher pitch of b igness." 
-Editorial, SPU Journal, February 19 15 

C alvin Hall, 1:15 a.rn. Tuesday 

S leeping like two little b irds in a nest, 

C .C. and Wharton are sweetly at rest. 

Wardlaw and Jocco are also asleep-

Through the cracked window the round moon doth peep. 

Bachman and Hooper have just gone to bed-

Hooper is tired and says he's 'most dead. 

Jacob is sleeping alon e, don't you know? 

He has no roommate, because he snores so. 

Yip's in h is chronic state, happy at rest, 

Lying asleep and a'roll ing his best. 

Davis retired at about half-past ten, 

He's s leeping rea l sound ly like a ll 

gentlemen. 

Raymo nd and Egg have no troub le 

to snooze, 

They're both feeling happy, they're both 

fu ll of booze. 
-SPU Journal, May 1914 

'90s Study Group 

Group 
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The Won1en's 
Residence Halls 

The Iron Curtain 

In the '40s and '50s no man was 

allowed beyond this velvet barrier 

in Voorhies. Nearby were the 

nooks cailed "passion pits" where 

torrid goodbyes were made. 
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Evergreen Hall 

The first residence hall for 

women was Evergreen 

Hall, a converted apart~ 

ment building on Univer~ 

sity ,. across the street from 

the main campus. 

Where in the World 

Was Martha 

Heinernann? 

Junior Martha Heinemann's sign~ 

out card for the spring of 1959 

records when she left Voorhies for 

trips to the Metropolitan Opera, 

the Memphis Shakespeare Festi~ 

val , the biology lab, and the 

Toddle House . 



D r. Diehl Recommends 

a Clarksville Women's Dormitory 

"The girls who attend here from out of town board with 

Mrs. Frank Beaumont, who is an estimable, refined, Chris

tian woman. The dormitory is beautifully located, is acces

sible to the College, and Mrs. Beaumont looks after the girls 

with personal solicitude. She is a very unusual woman. 

She takes the girls at a reasonable rate, about $5 or $6 a 

week, and I think that you can arrange with her for your 

daughter. Some of our girls were there last year and found 

it very p leasant." 
-Dr. Dieh l, in a letter to a parent , 1923 

The Voorhies Salon 

Before the days of portable hair dryers, the 

women's residence halls provided base

ment rooms equipped like mini-salons. 
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Feeding the Stude 

Food .Joke, 1913 

Shepard: "I left a mark that 

will endure for ages, I cut my 

name on one of the rocks in 

Dunbar's Cave." 

Hill: "Mine will endure far 

longer; I scratched mine on a piece 

of Robb Hall pie crust." 
-SPU Journal, February 1913 

Jcollege 0mmentl 
To Our Cook, Harrison 

Hail to thee, blithe Harrison! 
Cobk him ' alw'ays wert, 
Or if not a . cook,' so ,near it 
That we haven't heltrt 
To disparage thine unpremediated 

art. ' 

I 
Harder bohed, still harder, 
Every day thou seem'st to be; 
W oulds't thou eat from thine own 

larder · I 
The pudding that thou feedest me? 

Oh, those golden eggs so stenching, 
Golden like the sun; 
Eggs from which . hog grease is 

drenching, ( 
Eggs which float and run, 
Like a·n· unb'odied joy whose race · is 

just begun. 

Lean also is thy bacon on thy bill 
of fare, 

We take it every other morning, 
We take it leisurely with care. 
'Tis so small it soon has vanished, 
Yet we know that it was there. 

Pills we take "before and after, 
And we pine. for what is not; 
Our sincerest . laughter 
With inner pains is fraught, 
Our sweetest sons tell .of eats from, 
Kuhn's th.at we have bought. 

Yet couldst thou teach me half the 
mixtures 

That thy brain must know
\ ~h! my dear, dear Harrison, 

l 
F·rom my hands wou.ld .·flow 
Grub so all the world might 

as I am eating now. 

Food Poem, 1926 

eat-

-The Sou'wester, May 21 , 1926 

Body 

C omplaining about food has been a favorite student 

pastime since the Middle Ages. Generations of cooks, 

nutritionists, and dietitians have struggled mightily to please 

the student palate with, as one might expect, varying degrees 

of success. Imagine 1,400 people, from just as many house

holds, eating in the same dining hall. Now imagine them 

agreeing on the food. 

After the Catherine Burrow Refectory had acquired the 

affectionate nickname "the Rat"-short for "Rat Factory"

student sculptor Allen Bell created this stone realization of it, 

which now graces the entrance walkway. 



A Few Words from the Chef 

-The Commercial Appeal , November 6, 1936 

. . 
College ~tudents Favor 

Vegetables, Leon Powers, 
Veteran School Chef, Says 

Eating in the '80s 

I n 1987, Sou' wester editor Luke Lampton, in a three

column diatribe against the management of the re 

fectory, sounded a contemporary health-conscious note: 

"They need to redirect their energies toward provid

ing a more healthy, delectable and satisfying diet for Rat 

diners ... I seriously question the effects that these starchy, 

greasy, cholesterol-permeated meals have on our health. 

For someone on the board plan, there is no grease-free 

alternative short of eating salads or Cheerios at every 

meal, which quickly becomes o ld." 

loung Folks Who Several Years Ago Wanted Only 
Steak and 'Potatoes Now Go in 

Fo t· V"' ··iety 
BY TOM~ E'ULLER 

Young people have shown a decided "vegetable trend '' during recent 
y ears, Leon Powers, veteran chef -ot the Southwestern kitchen, believes. 
Mr. Power!J, known to the ldtchcn crew and students as "captain," has 
been cooking young people's food for 15 year.s and says he "wouldn't qu1 t 
it for anything." 

Becoming college chef in 1921,-4 
when Southwestern was located at 
Clarl<sville, Mr. Powers says he can 
remember when students weren't 
f!a tlsfled with anything but steak 
a nd potatoes, but now "a good meal 
including snap beans, buttered car
rots, scalloped potatoes, corn muf
fins and a mixed fruit salad with 
marshmallows would fill the bill .'' 

"We even get calls for spinach, 
beets and squash, when 10 years 
ago we wouldn't expect such vege
tables to be eaten. Yes. sir, college 
ta stes lUI well aR the qualitty of .food 
has changed,'' he said. 

And contraatlng the food of tonay 
with that of a generation ago, 
"Captain" Powers pointed that 
more aalads and "dressed" meals 
were served in colleges now than in 
fancy restaurants of the past. 

"However. the. old .standby. of 
broiled steak, l<'rench frled pota
toes, green peas, hot rolls, pre
serves and apple pie a Ia mode Isn't 
t urned down, even by the young 
f reshman fresh from 'mama's good 
cook;ing.'" "Captain" calls this his 
s teak special and had rather pre
pare it than Anything else. 

When a.sked to name the f~tvoritr 
colle-ge. menu for a nay, b11 SAid: 

"The brE>IlkfMt is composed of 
fruit ol' orange juice, cereal, flan
nel cak,.s and coffee. 

"The noon meal of broiled onions, 
!nap b!ll!.ns, escalloped potatoes, 
m uffins, fruit salad. 

"Dinner ls elthf!.r broiled steak or 
filet mignon, French fried potatoes, 
green peas, rolls and apple pie, as 
against fried chicken, giblet gravy, 
steamed rice, buttered asparagus 
and angel food cake with ice 
cream." 

During the 26 years he has been 
in the cooking business, Mr. Powers 
has picked up quite a few "tricks 
of the trade." The best way to pre
pare fresh peas is to cook them 
wi th as little water as possible, with 
the top off the boiler to preserve 
the green freshness, he l!ald. "'l'hc 
cauliflower au gratin may be pre~ 
pared best by boiling in salt water 
in an open kettle for about 20 min
utes, and then adding a rich cream 
Muce with cheese," he added. 

"Captain's" first job was in 1905 
It!! waiter in a Clarksville restau
rlln l., where be stayed until 1910, 

•hen he went to ('Ooking for a 
'short order house.'' From there he 

took a position with the Colonial 
Hot'! at Springfield, Tenn., where 
he stayed untll b1king his present 
joh with the college. 

Dtlring l!Hmmcr vacation~, Mr. 
Powers usuR lly works In boys' 
camps, where he can keep In con
tact with the "young folks," which 
~~ the best thing about his job, he 
says. For seven years he cooked in 
R. boys• camp at Brevard, N. C., of 
w hich Geor e Morris assistant 

Noshing in the '90s 

D iners in today's refectory h ave choices to sat isfy a wide varie ty of appet ites 

and inclination s. 

Servery A provides tradition al h o t meals with m eat and meatless entrees, 

vegetables , burgers, and the like. A multi-ch o ice salad bar also includes dress-

your-own baked potatoes. There is also a dessert bar, a bagel bar, a fruit bar, a 

serve-yourself ice cream bar, and, a t breakfast, an omelet bar. 

Servery B offers a Deli Line with build-your-own sandwich es, a wokery where 

diners can choose fresh vegetables and cook them to taste , and a Pan Geos 

"Gran ary" which offers fresh vegetarian flavors from around the world. A Fit-

ness Line offers cho ices fo r the nutrition- and calo rie -conscious. A h omem ade 

pizza bar, pasta bar, cook-to-o rder omelets, M exican bar, sundae bar, and burger 

bar are included . 



Ctlapter Eleven: Student Life a 

It's Still the Sarne Old Story 

Rotnance on the Catnpus 

-~ ~~~ 
·~;.. -- ~-:J" . · 

. / , 

In the drawing that opens the Senior Class section of the school's first year~ 

book, The Sou'wester of 1899 , a graduate of SPU gazes longingly down the 

woodland path as Dan Cupid takes aim from a nearby tree. 

LOVE'S COBWEBS 

~ 

Why do I love you? 
Oh, how can I tell ! 

I seem to be under 
A strange, magic spell. 

Like a fly in a cobweb, 
So I am to-day, 

All wound in your weavings, 
And can't get away. 

Nor would I untangle 
Myself if I could, 

For to be in your web 
Makes a fellow feel good. 

BLUE-BOTTLE. 

-The 1909 Sou'wester 

A Heartwarrning 

Occasion 

W ith barely suppressed 

pass ion , the SPU Journal of 

February 1900 calmly repor ted: 

"During the recent co ld spell 

the College boys were much 

pleased by a v isit from the 

Academy girls, who came over to 

enjoy the skating on th e College 

pond. They are always welcome." 

Love by the Nurnbers 

A survey of the all-male student body in 

1908 revealed the fo llowing rom antic 

preferences: 

"Six ty percent admit being in love , 

although som e said they could n o t h elp 

it. Fifty percent prefer brunettes; thirty 

percent, blondes; and the rest will take 

bo th, or an ything they can get. 

One m an said he preferred brunettes, 

but was in love with bo th." 

Love in the '40s 



Love in the '90s 
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Rites of P assag·e 

BEDLAM BREAKS FOITH WHEN 
FROSH PARADE IN PAJAMAS 
High Priest Sid Davis Calls Roll of Somber 

Lads. Raid H~otels, Stop Traffic· 
Make Heap Noi~e. 

. Silence of Court Squ are was ut ll broke n save fo r the occasiona l chirp of a 
' squirr el or t he maternal hoot of a pidgeon. Sudde n ly a b last from a trumpet . 

pervaded the t ran quil at mos phe re. Then ten robed fi gures arrived upon t he 
scene. T hey' we re soon fo llowed lby hundreds of t r ~mbling creatures, garbed 
in the cost um e of t he bedroom. 

fii gh Pries t Sid Davis, of t he Sa111 Hed rin, was adrOl iniste ring t he ro ll cail to 
the frigidaire vic tim s, afte r ·which ce remony t hey VI'! ere ushered, amidst t he 
clashin g of sabers, into t he t ho rou!'J(hfare. T he offi c i ~~ l band of t he Sa n Hed rin 
Coun cil was fun ctionin g to pe rfecti ion. T he we ll kn OO\vn ditt y, "The Rambler," 
was gushin g fort h from the sa tani c: fl ut es of t he "wiJI1d-ja mm ers." 

T he p rocess ion moved on. \What 
was fo rmerly an o rderly li ne of t ret111bl
ing Fres hm en was conve rted in t. o a 
gesticulating mob of " hoodlumsP All 
of the hote ls of importance were v 15it
ed, c le rks he ld thei r ears, be ll-hllops 
nopped, chamber-maids fainted. T' hey 
were unaware wheth er t he in vaoters 
we re a Florida hurricane o r an ·a l ~ ni

ve rsa ry ce leb ration from Bo livar. 
Sq uire Ave nt tantalized th e kn i~ht s 

of t he traffic into subject ion, while the 
howli ng hundreds did their war-dalnce 
a round t he stations of t he law gu~rd

ians, namely, Main and Madison, Unnion 
and Main, and Beale Aven ue. A1ft er 
many more vocal sto rms of enthusi~sm 
had been dis pensed wit h, t he mob rdis
banded and the Freshmen adjourn edl to 

The Sou'wester, October 8, 19 26 

The Sou'wester, September 23 , 1927 

- ·-----
-1 

From the 1920s through the 1950s, 

freshmen were subjected to a light

hearted initiation process that was called 

h azing-though it was far from the dan

gerous and demeaning activities that we 

think of when we hear the term today. 

As Dean A.T. Johnson said in 1953, 

"It seems to me that hazing, as it exists at 

Southwestern, is done in the friendliest of 

spirit and in the interest of facilitating 

early acquaintanceship between freshmen 

and upperclassmen." 

The theory was that obeying a set of 

ridiculous rules would bring freshmen to

gether, and that subjecting them to the 

whims of upperclass students would foster 

friendships between the classes. 

Over the forty years of the observation 

of these rituals, new students were sub

jected to several weeks of such "tortures" 

as wearing funny hats, parading in their 

pajamas, singing the Alma Mater on re

quest, wearing name placards, not being 

allowed to walk on the grass on campus, 

and counting the stones on the terrace of 

Palmer Hall. 



Pajama-clad freshmen tossed their shoes in a pile, then had to 

race to retrieve them, put them on, and complete the race. 

In the '20s, freshmen 

wore straw hats with 

their class year 

on them until 

the school 

had won 

two football 

games. The 

hats were 

then burned in 

a bonfire. This 

one escaped. 

STAND UP AND CHEER! 

'stand up and cheer! 
Stand up and cheer for old Southwestern. 
For today we raise 
The Red and Black above the rest, above the rest. 
Our boys are fighting, 
And they are out to win the fray. 
We've got the steam, rah! rah! 
We' ve got the team, rah! rah! 
For this is old Southwestern's day. 

FRESl!MAN 

REGULATIONS AND RULES 

for all new 

SOUTHWESTERN STUDENTS 

All freshman students of Southwestern at Memphis, 
and all new students of less than junior class standing, 
are required by the Student Council, through the au
thority vested in it by the administration of the col
lege, to observe certain regulations which are designed 
to instill in new students the spirit of the college. Reg
ulations will apply equally to men and women with 
certain variations. 

Familiarization with freshman regulations is the duty 
of every student who is required to comply with them. 
The following regulations will take effect on Monday, 
Sept. 20, at 8 :30 in the morning. 

1. Standard freshman caps (for boys) and baby bon
nets (for girls) must be worn on the campus and in the 

buildings, day and night, with the exception that they 
will not be worn during chapel services, in classrooms, 
in laboratories, in the student's own home or dorm 
rooms, or when engaged in athletics. 

2. Large, legible signs, at least 8 inches by 12 inches 
in size, must be worn, bearing the student's name and 
home town. These signs will be worn at all times on 
the campus by freshman and transfer alike. 

-48-

Despite her proper baby bonnet and name placard, a 1950s 

freshman is admonished by upperclass women . 

3. The west and north doors of Paltrier Hall may not 
be used by freshmen or transfers during the hazing 
period. 

4. All freshmen and transfers will sit in the desig
nated seats and wear the designated clothes at all ath
letic events. 

5. No emblems, marks, letters, or pins of high schools 
may be worn at Southwestern at Memphis. 

6. Too much talk ·from freshmen is definitely unde
sirable. 

7. At no time will freshmen or transfers be allowed 
to walk on the grass anywhere on the campus, during 
the hazing period. 

8. Freshmen will attempt at all times to grow up. 

9. New students will be required to yell certain 'ad
vertisements' between classes as deemed necessary by 
upperclassmen. · 

10. Freshmen will speak to everyone on the campus 
and attempt to learn the names of all the seniors. 

11. All new students are required to be able. to sing 
the Alma Mater song by Wednesday morning, Sept. 22. 

12. Upon request, a short entertainment after the 
regular chapel program will be presented by the new 
students. 

13. Freshmen will be held responsible for any ques
tions pertaining to this handbook. 

14. Shorts and slacks are not to be worn by women 
students on the campus, except when participating in 
athletics or decorating. 

15. Freshman women should at all times conduct 
themselves in a ladylike manner. 

16. Freshman and transfer women, when living In or 
visiting· in the dorms, are required to obey all dormi
tory regulations . . 

17. By Wednesday, Sept. 22, each new male student 
will turn in to the Vice-President of the Student Body 

-49-

Rules for freshmen 

were spelled out in 

the 1948-49 

Student Handbook . 
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Welcoming Words 

The Stude 

Students are expected to matriculate and 
be classified promptly after arrival, and to 
report to the first meeting of their classes. 

Unexcused absences from Chapel exercises, 
recitations, and examinations, are considered 
serious offences, and will render those thus 
delinquent subject to discipline. 

A student may not leave the city without 
the permis.'iion of the President and in case 
of minors that of parent or guardian also. 

No games may be played on the front 
Campus. No games may be played on other 
parts of the_ Campus before two o'clock, 
except on hohdays. 

Students are not allowed to drink intox
icants, gamble, play cards, visit pool rooms, 
or have intoxicants, cards, or other gamb· 
ling ~pparatus, or weapons on the College 
premtses. 

Students are permitted to board only at 
places approved by the Faculty. 

Students from other institu tions must pre· 
sent satisfactory testimonials. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS will be made in Chapel, 
dining halls and on the bulletin boards. 
Pay strict attention to them and it will 
make things easier for you. 

We obser•e the custom of tipping our 
hats to the Faculty. 

The college may easily be reached 
street car number 16, which passes by 
both stations. One may board this car 
going north and east and be taken di
rectly to the campus. Taxicab fare from 
the railroad stations to the College is 
about $1.75. Yellow Cab, Red Top and 
other taxicabs are available. Since no 
additional charge is made for extra pas-
sengers, as many as five students may 
ride out together for this one fare. 

LAUNDRY AND PRESSING 

St~dents representing various laundries 
and pressing clubs take care of all needs 
along this line. Suits can be pressed for 
twenty-five cents, and liberal rates can 
be secured on the laundry. 

t Handbook 

Each year since 1914, new students 

arriving at the College have been 

introduced to its rules, regulations, and 

o ther useful data by the Student H and

book. Originally published by the campus 

chapter of the YMCA, it was for a few years 

issued by the literary fraternity, then by 

the student government, then by the 

publications board, and is n ow an official 

publication of the College , spelling out 

in legal de tail the sometimes complex 

guidelines for living in the college com

munity in the '90s. Herewith, a sampling 

of the words that welcomed freshmen 

in days gone by. 

Be friendly, speak to everybody, wheth
er you know the person or not. 

Try to learn every student's name. 
Learn the college yells and songs. 
Systematize your daily program. 
Pay your debts promptly. 
Lend little money and borrow less. 
Be a booster, not a kicker. 
Don't spend too much time uptown. 
Dress neatly at all times. 
Identify yourself at once with the relig

ious life of the college. 
Scrupulously set apart Sunday as a day 

of rest and worship. 
Write home often. 

Remember you have a mother who 
cares. 

Any student who secretly marries is in
definitely suspended as soon as the fact is 
known. Subsequent announcement of the mar
riage will not alter this penalty. Reinstate
ment may be granted only by the Committee 
on Administration. 

Sock Hop 
Each spring Delta Delta Delta sponsors a backward dance; 

the women ask the men for dates. The proceeds from the 
Sock Hop are used to provide scholarships for women on 
campus regardless of fraternity affiliation, 
Talent Night 

Zeta Tau Alpha sponsors Talent Night e~ch year to pro
vide funds for its philanthropic work. Each sorority, fra-. 
ternity, and independent group is allowed to have two en~ 
traQts which may be individuals or group<. The Mr. Talent 
and Miss Talent trophies are awarded to the most talented 
individuals. Trophies are awarded to the sorority and fra
ternity displaying the best talent. 
Beauty Revue 

Each year the Lym: holds a beauty revue. The sororities 
and the Independent Women each enter six participants in 
the contest which is judged by well-known Memphians. 
Eleven women are chosen as finalists, and of these five 
are selected as beauties and six B.s favorites. The first 
announcement of the fin8.1 choices appears in the Lynx. 



Hours for 
Breakfast: 

Monday-Saturday . .................... . .... 7:30-8:30 
Sunday ....... 8 :00-8 :30 

Lunch: 
Monday-Saturday ... . ....... 11 :30-1:15 
Sunday ....................... . ............ 12:15-1:15 

Dinner: 
Monday-Saturday .............................. .... . .... 5:15-6:15 
Sunday ......... ... 5:30-6:00 

Women students must come to the dining room suitably 
dressed. 

It is not necessary for men to wear coats or sweaters 
in the dining hall for the morning and noon meals, but 
at the evening meal all men must wear coats. If a sport 
shirt is worn, a tie is not necessary. A tie must be worn 
with a dress shirt. All sport shirts must have collars. 
The coat must be worn all through the evening meal. 
White "T" shirts shall not be worn at any time in Neely 
Hall. This rule may vary from time to time, depending 
on the weather conditions. 

Mr. Charles T. Pack is manager of Neely Hall. 

rhodes after hours 
Below is a list of the various dives, hole in the walls, etc. that Rhodes students 

frequent. You should try them all but be prepared, openminded, and have an 
Alka-Seltzer in hand (upperclassmen will tell you where to find any of these 
nightspots). 

PAT'S PIZZA- the most famous and wonderful of all, Great cheeseburgers. 
After four years, you'll think "Mrs. Pat" is your mom. Avoid the pizza, but play 
"From Graceland to the Promised Land" and it'll bring tears to your eyes. 
THE COTTON BOLL - Lower midtown charm. Lots of video games for those 
who haven't graduated to adulthood. 
ALEX'S-Ciose to school, with "Rocky Burgers" and old ies. 
POPLAR LOUNGE -A classic only recently expanded. 
BROADWAY PIZZA-On a clear night, you can smell the anchovies from 
school. 
BROWN JUG- Not a nightspot but will cash any Rhodes student's check so you 
can get to one. 
P&H Cafe- A mellow place for artsy types especially. 
ANTENNA CLUB- New wave nightspot. 
RUBY TUESDAY'S - Not a dive, but two-for-one drinks every night after eleven 
ain't bad. 
LAST RESORT -Any one of the 17 Krystals, 17 Me Donalds, 16 Wendy's, or the 
2000 Fried Chicken places in Greater Memphis. 

STUDENT HANDBOOK Procedures for Holding a Major 
Outdoor Concert 

1974 -75 

Southwestern At Memphis 

(Event involving three or more bands or two-day 
concerts) 
1. Sponsoring group accepts full financial 

responsibility for the performance fees. 
2. Sponsoring group accepts responsibility for the 

cleaning of the concert area immediately 
following the concert. To this end, prior 
arrangements shall be made with the Physical 
Plant Office to place trash receptacles in the 
concert area. If the area is not properly cleaned, 
the sponsoring group will pay for the 
additional clean-up time of College employees 
to complete the job. 

If you are a guy, thumbing is a good way of getting 
around town . The police won't hassle a guy for thumb
ing as long as he remembers to stay on the curb and 
doesn't thumb while the cops are passing . 

Girls can expect a lot more trouble with hitch-hiking. 
First of all she will have to contend with drivers who 
have plans for her which she may not care to go along 
with. ·second, in the &tate of Tennessee , a girl ar
rested for hitch-hiking can be charged with suspicion 
of prostitution. Sexist descrimlnation, yes, but un
less you are prepared to file a suit cha llenging the 
law you had better be careful. 
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Yearbooks Through. the 

1924 

~ ears 

T h e College publish ed its first year

book in 1899, and ever since th en 

these student publication s h ave recorded 

the facts and faces of its history. Publica

tion was irregular in the early years; there 

are n on e from 1901-05, in 1907, n o r from 

1910-23. But from 1924 onward, each year 

h as brought forth an image of the College 

and the era. 

Origina lly called The Sou'wester, the 

yearbook lost that n ame to the weekly stu

dent n ewspaper in 19 19; when publication 

resumed in 1924, it did so as The Pioneer, 

which becam e The Lynx after the move to 

Memphis. The form remained about the 

same, with on ly minor varia tions from year 

to year, until the 1970s; that gen eration's 

preference fo r image over word led to the 

banishment of n ames and text to an in

dex a t the back of the book . The tradi

tiona l format re turned with the 1980s, 

however, and the '90s h ave seen an even 

greater emphas is on text, with a rticles 

deta iling the events of the year. Taken 

all in a ll, the yearbooks provide a fasci

nating account of the life and people of 

this college. 

1947 

-.... ,,_ ... 
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1955 

1972 
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Oh How We Danced • • • 

The Tobacco Exchange Building 

where the SPU fraternities held 

their Commencement Balls was 

just five years old in 1885-and 

the pride of Clarksville . 

Heading for the ball, from The 

Sou'wester of 1908. 

Balls and Banquets at 

the Tobacco Exchange 

"The Commen cement season this year h as 

been enlivened by two highly enj oyable 

social events. The AT O and the KS fra

ternities h ave en gaged in a generous rivalry 

in the ir annua l balls 

an d ban quets and each 

h as striven to surpass 

th e oth er in the bril

lian cy and sumptuous

ness of these enter

tainments. 

"The ATO affa ir 

came off in the To

bacco Exch an ge Friday 

nigh t and was in every 

part ic ular a comple te 

success. The M a ltese 

Cross included in the 

deco r a ti o n s w as 'a 

thing of beauty.' The 

ban quet was elaborate. 

Music was furnish ed by 

W ehrley's Legion Ban d 

of Louisville. 

"The K appa S ig

mas were determined to surpass the A l

pha Tau O m egas in th e ir ball of W ednes

day night. The Exch ange bui lding was 

aga in brilliant . The H all was decorated 

beaut ifully with the C rescent and Star 

emblazon ed in gas jets a t the entran ce of 

the building. The supper table was se t in 

the figure of St. A n d rew's Cross and the 

banquet was sumptuo us. The h o urs after 

supper were devoted to th e German led 

by Edgar M orton of N ew O rlean s. The 

favo rs we re very pre tty h and -pa inted 

'sach ets.' The Italian Ban d of N ash v ille 

made music for th e occasion ." 
- The C hronic le, J une 1885 

"The band has got to make 

noise whether they make 
. " mustc or not. 

-A Freshman 's Eng li sh I Essay on Dancing, 

fro m the SPU Journal, M arc h 19 14 

"At nine- thirty the ban d h as struck up the 

stra ins of 'Sn ook ey Ookums' o r 'Here 

Comes M y D addy N ow' o r some o ther 

raggy rag, it takes the peppery stuff to ge t 

by now. Anything like 'The Last D ays of 

Pom pey' won't do. The band h as go t to 

make n o ise whe ther they make music or 

n o t . They are kept as busy as a bird dog 

with fleas. 

"A modern dan ce is n o t like the one 

o ur fathers indulged in. They do n o t h ave 

th e slightest resemblan ce to each o ther. It 

would be m ortifying to the Virginia R eel 

This flapper danced though the pages of a 

Ze ta Tau A lpha scrapbook in 1929. 



or the Polka to be put into the same class 

as the Bunny Hug o r Turkey Trot . The o ld 

and th e new style dancing are as far differ

ent as the N orth and South Po le. 

"At present the Tan go is the rage. This 

n ame is derived from the Latin verb 'tan go' 

meaning 'to to uch', and be lieve me , they 

do touch . This dance includes a collection 

of dan ces such as the 'Fish W alk,' 'J elly 

Bean,' 'Dip to H eaven,' 'Kan garoo S lip ,' 

'Castle W alk,' and m an y o thers. 

"M an y of the present dan ces come by 

the ir n ames by the ir resemblan ces to cer

ta in animals. W e n o tice in this case the 

'Grizzly Bear,' 'Lam e Duck,' 'Turkey Trot ,' 

and 'Bunny Hug. ' Several dan ces got th e ir 

n ames from the places that h ad the h on or 

to produce them . A s the 'Texas Tommie,' 

'South Bend,' 'Boston Dip,' 'M obile M op 

Up,' e tc. To be a good tan go dan cer you 

h ave to be limber and able to stick through 

the whole fray. Otherwise you h ave n o 

more ch an ce then an English Sparrow h as 

of wrecking a ba ttleship. Thus is a mod 

ern dance put on ." 

The Sigma Nu Spring Formal of 1937 

offered a plaque as a mem ento to the 

guests. 

]itterbuggers took the floor in 1940 . 

A retro dance in the '70s celebrated the 

bop style of the '50s . 

The Panhellenic Dance, 1962 

In]anuary 1998 , the 150th 

A nniversary Ball brought the 

entire college community together 

in a celebratory mix of ages, 
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Alternative Sports 

Whiteball 

Played in the court between White Hall and Neely Hall of the Refectory, the 

game dates back to the earliest days of the Memphis campus. According to one 

source, the game has "a complex set of rules and regulations that once mastered 

can never be forgotten. " Mostly it seems to be about bouncing a tennis ball off 

the roof of the cloister between White and Neely. 

I n addition to the offic ial athletics pro

grams, there h ave a lways been those 

imaginative and loosely organized games 

that students h ave created for themselves. 

Some of these gam es are of the students' 

own devising, others are the ir interpreta

tion s of existing sports. Whichever, they 

are the purest sort of sport-sport fo r the 

joy of it. 

Science Center Croquet 

For a time in the '70s , the ancient game 

of croquet enjoyed a revival on the turf 

that tops Frazier ]elke Science Center. 

Does the drainage grill constitute 

a hazard? 



Broorn Hockey 

Though not as dangerous as ice hockey , broom hockey had its 

exciting moments. Can anyone remem ber what they were? 

The Muddy Tug-of-War 

A lthough semi~official on such occasions 

as Derby Day and Field Day, the tug~of 

war in a mud puddle must still be labeled 

an alternative sport . A fter all , winners 

and losers alike share in the game's 

greatest triumph-to ge t so gloriously 

muddy your own mother wouldn't recog~ 

nize you-and it's probably a good thing 

she wouldn 't. 

Frisbee Golf 

Back in the carefree '70s, enter~ 

prising Rhodes students designed an 

eighteen~hole Frisbee Golf course 

that twisted through the campus 

and furnished endless hours of 

amusement for players and watch~ 

ers alike. According to a con tempo~ 

rary account, "It's challenging, 

accessible, physically taxing, and

best of all for empty~pocketed 

students-it's free." 
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Beastly Doings on Catnpus 

Monkey on the Roof 

Rhoda, a rhesus monkey who escaped from the Memphis 

Zoo with her baby, spent three days on the campus in 19 7 6, 

visiting the roofs of Burrow Library, the Mathematics 

Building, and Briggs Student Center before she and her child 

were captured and returned to her home on Monkey Island. 

Bovine Bash 

Before the present campus was built, its site held several 

small dairy farms. In November 1986 the court between 

Palmer Hall and Frazier ]elke briefly reverted to its earlier 

use for a milking contest to promote student interest in the 

Heifer Project, which raises money to supply livestock to 

underdeveloped countries. Student David Lusk and 

music instructor Charlotte McLain tried their hands 

at coaxing milk from the bovine guest. 

T h e o c cas io n a l vi s its to the c a mpus by v a rious 

species of the animal kingdom h ave provided lighter 

moments and we lcome respites from the academic grind . 

.Jurnping Dog 

Bo was one of several canines who took up residence on the 

campus in the early '70s . Some were student-sponsored , 

others were free lancers , all were banished by the Social 

Regulations Council when they enforced a long-standing, 

no-pets-except-fi sh rule in 1973 . 



J urassic Rhodes 

When the interior animation devices of this pentaceratops 

failed beyond repair during an exhibition at the Memphis Zoo 

in 199 2, the owners donated him to the College. He now 

guards the entrance lobby to Frazier ]elke Science Center. 

The Bones of the Mastodon 

During the excavation for Frazier ]elke Science Center, work~ 

men uncovered tusk and bone fragments of a prehistoric mast~ 

odon. Construction paused while the area was carefully exam~ 

ined for further discoveries . Today the mastodon's bones are . 

housed in a viewing case in Frazier ]elke, only a short distance 

from where he breathed his last some 2 2, 000 years ago. 

The Resident Beasts 

(sciurus noster) 

Frolicking in the shrubbery, skittering up the 

trees, chasing each other across the grass, 

cadging from the students, the squirrels of 

Rhodes are lively members of the college 

community . Although no one has taken a 

census of the population recently, anecdotal 

evidence would indicate that there are more of 

them than there are of us . 
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Political S atetnents 

T he many enticements of campus life 

h ave never kept Rhodes students 

apart from the world. From its earliest days, 

when most of the student body m arched 

off to join the Civil War, national and in

ternational politics have brought forth re

actions ranging from protest to enthusias

tic endorsement. 

SPU in the Philippines 

Let's Hear It for the 

Mugvvurnps! 
The 1908 yearbook reported the 
following political affil iations: 

Sixty-eight percent of the 
students are Democrats; 
twelve percent Prohibitionists; 
ten percent Gold Democrats; 
six percent Mugwumps; 
and four percent Republicans. 

"T he common but erroneous impression that collegiate work tends to enervate young 

manh ood has never received a more unanswerable refutation than that afforded in th e 

record made by the Southwestern Presbyterian Univers ity boys d uring the late war in 

the Philippine Islands. The trained brawn of the university athlete, no less than th e 

well-drilled brain of the univers ity student, contributed to make th at record glorious, 

and both have added new lustre to the fame of Tennessee's soldiery, and crowned th e 

world's concept of a man with a peculiar glory in action upon the fie ld of battle and with 

unmatched control of self in the less exciting duties of the camp." 
-The Sou'wester Yearbook, 1900 



prompted strong responses 

among students. 

Members of the Rhodes com

munity joined the 1988 march 

in downtown Memphis honor

ing the memory of Dr. Martin 

Luther King, ]r. 



---
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The Hono 
a Point of 

At a candlelight ceremony each 

year, new students sign a 

pledge promising to uphold the 

Honor System and accepting 

the jurisdiction of the Honor 

Council. 

Systetn, 
ride for Rhodes 

For most of this century, the Honor Sys

tem has been a guiding principle of 

this College, one of its proudest achieve

ments and an important part of every 

student's experience at the College. 

An editorial on the Honor System in 

The Sou'wester of Novem

ber 19, 1919 refers to its fif

teen years of ex istence, so 

it would seem to have been 

a part of the College since 

1904. But it was under Dr. 

Diehl's administration, be

ginning in 191 7, that the 

Honor Council was 

strengthened and its func

tions given a high priority. 

The premise of the Honor System is 

simple : Rhodes trusts students not to 

cheat, steal, or lie in official matters-and 

to report those who do. An Honor Coun

cil of student-selected members assesses all 

reported violations and recommends pun-

RHODES HONOR CO 
CLASS OF 2000 

I pledge _that J will neither lie c 
commumty and that I wHl , heat nor steal as a mem 

. report any such violation th 
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ishment when they feel it is warranted. 

This punishment can range from proba

tion to suspension to expulsion. 

"The Honor System gives students a 

sense of control over their environment," 

sa id Chip Campbell, president of the 

Honor Council in 1994. "Students have 

more at stake in what's going on in the 

classroom. If one student cheats and the 

professor happens to grade on a curve, that 

affects the others in the class. It's fairer for 

students to be judged by their peers." 

Perhaps the strongest rationale for the 

Honor System came from a man who had 

experienced it at the College first as a stu

dent and later as a faculty member, Shields 

Mcllwane '24. Discussing the Honor Sys

tem in a memorial tribute to Dr. Diehl, 

Mcllwane said, "A college, by trusting 

young people, gives them the best chance 

of becoming trustworthy. " 

The Pledge, 1 900 

The following pledge, which 

expressed the sentiments of a 

number of the boys, was found on 

one of the examination papers: 

"I certify that I have neither given nor 

received aid on this examination , but 

goodness knows I need it ." 
-SPU Journal , January 1900 



L iving in Harmony 

The Social 
Contract and 
the SRC 

T h e Social R egulation s Council gives students 

a t Rhodes the opportunity to take responsibil

ity fo r the ir own social and moral beh avior in th e 

same way that th e H on or Counc il mak es academic 

probity a matter of indiv id ual h on or. Organized in 

1969, the SRC is composed of an elected pres ident 

an d six teen students representing a ll four classes and 

both sexes equally. The SRC regulates student rules and acts 

as a judiciary committee to determine fault and punishment 

in comp la ints brought before it . Its sta ted purpose is to allow 

th e mem bers of the College's diverse community to live in 

h armon y, to in teract effectively and to learn from each oth er. 

Cases ran ge fro m food fighting and thoughtless n o isemaking 

to serious destruction of property and reckless endan germent 

of oth er studen ts. 

The Standards of the 

Rhodes Cornrnunity 

The SRC uses as its guidel ines The Standards of the Rhodes 

Community, a document that includes the fo llowing pledges: 

We pledge to treat the members of the Rhodes community, 

that is, anyone who lives, works, or learns here, as well as those 

who visit the community, with conscientious respect, honor, kind

ness and even-handedness . 

We pledge to respect the property of other members of the 

community, treating all such property with care equal to or greater 

than that accorded our own property. Further, realizing that the 

property of the College, its buildings and grounds and all 

encompassed within, serves to benefit all members of the commu

nity, we pledge to preserve this property for others to use after us . 

Understanding that adherence to these standards is necessary 

to promote community spirit , we pledge to report violations. 

Remembering that one reason the Rhodes community exists is 

to promote the inte llectual development of its members, we pledge 

to help create an environment that encourages reasoned discourse 

and action in a way that prom otes this intellec tual pursui t 

for everyone. 

Ten members of the 1970 Social 

Regulations Council show their 

mutual trust and support. 

Every edition of the Student Handbook now contains 

"The Standards of the Rhodes Community," a guide to 

acceptable behavior. 



Read All About It! 

W hen the first student newspaper was 

born in 1919, the editors chose The 

Sou' wester as its name because it was a good 

name going to waste; the yearbook that had 

borne that name had not published an issue 

since 1910. Though for a period in the 1960s 

Friday dominated the masthead, and though 

the name of the College changed in 1984, The 

Sou'wester it has remained. For almost eighty 

years it has chronicled the news of the cam

pus and the world. It has also offered com

mentary, satire, nonsense, and provocation. 

Its perspective and the quality of its writing 

has varied wildly with each change of 

editorship. But it has endured, and it is still a 

lively component of student life. 
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PARALYSIS FUND NETS 

The Paralysis Fund Dance 
last Saturday nigh ~ n'!tted $59.3! 

tor tb6 Fund nnd i:! volumes 
to r the VIctory Bo:ok Cnmpo,lgn, 

Tha dance was sponsored by 
Wtllls Ensign and_. Sarti McCul· 
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And Con~ ... 
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f Rnodes College 
The Weekly Student Newspaper o 

Professor Bndley c~osed the mcel· 
in with a few observations a~ut th: 
ba~riers society unconsciously lm~o~e 
~e~.~~~~ relations and the ne or 

by Linton Weeks 

"Richard Nixon is Innocent -
un t i 1 Proven guilty. Richard 
Nixon is right - until proven 
wrong. Richard ~lxon is sane 
1 until proven · Insane . These 
·assumptions are blossoms on 
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impeach a President," said 
Richard Kleinditnst , All it 

. takes is the sopport of a simple 
majority of the House of Repre. 
sentatives. Ricrutrd Nixon has 
been unofficiaUy chA.rged by 
highly-respected, elected offic· 
lals with overstepping his con· 
stltuLiOn;,l grounds. When Nixon 

"Nixon's deeds are 
able and Without just 
safd Sen. Robert Pacl 
Ore.), 

A brie-f look at poa 
stitutional issues migt 
ful to the objective 
reader. P lease kee1 
that these are on!~ 
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Publish and Flourish 

The Literary Life an Catnpus 
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frolic. b l.hn.t n it rh., <!~,)'means to u•l l.A!t rhe qu~>Sfi<ln 
t..., J'l(l<SO!Ia l. i• lhtH , all t.l>e clay m~""" to mel' Are we oQ 
(!!ngro5:ii::(!d in !ht• fat't.'$ elf lht" \~·orl'd. (hat \\"t ('tu1 not ge-t 

r-------~---------------------- --

T he oldest student publishing tradition of the College is 

a literary one. In 1885, the work of student writers was 

first published in The South Western Presbyterian ] ournal. 

Editorship was shared by the Washington Irving and Stewart 

Literary Societies, and the monthly publication contained 

student essays, fiction, and poetry. It also reported on current 

social and athletic events at the College, as well as news of 

alumni. With the waning of the literary societies, the]ournal 

also faded, ceasing publication in 1918. 

After the move to Memphis, the Southwestern Journal was 

revived in 192 7 by members of the English Department, first 

as a quarterly, la ter as an annual publication. In 1943, the 

Journal metamorphosed into Stylus, taking the n ame of the 

literary fraternity that contributed to it. 

From 1968 to 1979, the literary publishing responsibili

ties were shouldered by Ginger, which also included in its 

pages artwork, photography, and interviews. In 1980, South

western Review became the official outlet for student creativ-

ity and it has continued to this day. 

The Robber Bridegroom 

'The 

SOUTHWESTERN 
T.u.K Bnw:n~< Bt~W .. ,.." Gt&L 

Tum bttk. Tum. )'"'"'' lady dear 
A murderer'• houllt yeu ~nrer heR 

I """ wo..J """ ""'" little wJ' 
(I hi.~ wa~~:h~ then come bright gi r.b 
(),jt ol rho ri:si"' 1un,. with Cutb) 
The stair ;. tJll 1nd cellu deep 
~ wfqol C<~UJ~h• in tho ballo 

J ,_,,r w.itA Ill tl«l 

l' rom th.t ceilioc the oky fal4 
It will PT<'II! yo~ and ptell you d<ar 

li ;. my «•nr• t4 '"'' 

( Wh•t a cl1ild I ob< d~rto her fe&r) 
The houot is whirling nial>t, the i'Jest& 
Grai..,. of dUJt f...,. th• northwest 

1 Jo ltOl tom< f•r '''' 

Tht,rc t. oo rest for tit• d•ad 

&,itdy /t>r lh• ~u.th •I my poom 

In ~ tuna: room beo.ea.tb tbe dew 
Whore tM :ov•lhl ombr- '"d clin;K 

I .,_ my weJJiog rin1 

He ·will Qit. o.fl. your ftncer 
And tbt blood will linger 

L~rtl• blr<IJ 

JOURNAL 
1937 

Ain't Spring Wonderful 
TI!QMJIS PAPPA$ 

I am the boy 
Wbo sits all day 

Watching the Co
Eds out at play. 

Sitting, waiting, 
Fo.r the breezes 

To lif t the skirts 
And show the kneescs. 



To my lover, growing weary 
Contemplating all my beauty, 
These I will and do bequeath: 
Bits of clay to crown my feet, 
A reputation slightly tarnished, 
A little mind, quite sparsely furnished. 

MARY Wooo McCLINTOCK THE JO.SEI'H PA/'1' 
·rRAGf:l)l'. 

The Beatles 
(Apple Corp.) 

The Beatles, with due respect to 
English teachers everywhere, are the 
Shakespeares of twentieth century music. 
They are so adept at defining trends that, 
to the casual observer, they seem to be 
the vanguard of the Rock movement. In 
reality, however, The Beatles, like 
Shakespeare, are borrowers. 

Their taste is impeccable-so much so 
that they never seem to be impersonating 
other groups as so many others have 
impersonated them. The Beatles blend 
their influences, which include everything 
from Bob Dylan to The Buffalo 
Springfield, with their incredible facility 
for melody and lyric to produce music 
that is, though derivitive, nevertheless the 
finest available. The only innovation 
offered by The Beatles is sheer, blinding 
talent. 

Their latest album release, The Beatles, 
on the Apple label, differs from, but is 



Cliapter Eleven: Student Life 

Pitching to the Catnpus 

T r adesmen have peddled their 

wares to the campus community 

since its founding. Here are a collection 

of appeals for patronage from the pages of 

the SPU Journal, The Sou'wester, and 

assorted yearbooks. 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~§ 

. This is the thne ·for 
G<>od Fellows io gee ' 
together. 

Let 'Us ' get · together .. on 
that p~irs· ·of ;Boot& 
you .need: · · . 

'Nifty Models• .. • . . ' · 
Styles· that are Smart 

. Prices Right at ·· 

·

·················'-1111!!111111111111 

Purity. Boo 
The way to purity is through knowledge. 

SV LVA:-: U::i STALL, U. O. 

The Seif & 
Sex Series 

has tile unqualified 
endorsement of 

Dr. Joseph Cook, 
Rev. CLP.~. :M. Sheldon, 
Rov. F. B. Meyer, 
Dr. Tbeo. L. Cuyler, 
D<. Fr~ncis E. Clark, 
Bishop Vincent, 
Anthony Comstock, 
''·Pansy," 
Frances E. Willard, 
L~dy H. Somerset, 

ti~inent Physici.1.ns and 
Hundreds of Others. 

4 ROOii:S TO i'IEN. nr Syiv;;.nus Sta ll . D.O. 
What a Young Boy Ought to Know. 

\Vhat a Young Man Ou g ht to I<now. 
W hat a Youn~ Husband Ought t o Know. 

What a Man of 45 Ought to Know. 

4 BOOiiS '&:'0 .'\VOJ(E:'\'". n, :;;::~~~.r~:an;.~~ : '};!:~~~~O.:anll 
What a You ng Girt Ought to Know . 

. What a Young Woman Ought to Know. 
What a Young Wife Ought to Kno\V . 

What a Woman of 45 Ought to Know. 
Price. $1. per COJT!/, posl jree. Send .for table of conlcnls. 

V'ir Pubiishin!! Co., 59 Real Estate Trust Building, 
""" Phil::t.delphla, Pa • 

Everything Musical 

Chas. Terry Campus_Jte~_resentative · 
0. K. HOUCK PIANO CO. 
"Mtisi~ Headquarters Since 1883" 



t-·-·-·--·--N"Ew·"H-Ais--·----l 
I T hat Score. Touchdowns in Style! i I . 
I LiGHT-WEIGHT ,HANDKERCHIEF I 

I FELTS I 
1

1 'r' I For the Game 

Ill r' r $5. ~:~~~~tg ,II 
Eyebrow 

Silhouette . 
1 -Newest Colors- I 
I For the Dance -

I ME;~~ICS I 
l Gold $5.00 I 
I Sil ver AND J 

I Cqmbinations $7.50 I 
I I 
I Mccallie weaves ·and clo ths, J 
t braided and embroidere<j in 1 
I colorful effec t, these nev. . _ ~ 
"- ;cap ~ fanly demand they be -· · ·_ -~ f:· 
1-· - ~l_a ncCd m. .. , .. _ . , 

( ':-/ -. ·. THE NEW BRY'S Millinery Thi;ct Floor . :-,. 
·:·---·------ ----·------..-- ----·.· 

DOES A HOUDINI, LET'S BLITZ 

THE JUNKMAN'S DEUGHT TO 

THE TOWN PUMP A!'!~- MILK 

THE WHITE PEPSI·COLA COW!"• 

•ENGLISH TRANSLATION 
J oe Phib.lWtoppa is &ugg"8ztlng tobi• . 
fQJlC>WillllUllothat,IUIIIQI:IP. U <:b.uie 
ovt r,theyhopintheaorllDII.b"")'dowD 
totho aunpul hnug-out wh~.theyca .. 
• Up • ji~ or l wo Into th1> Per-i~Cota 
Cook r. 'fh•t'Buit'l think:U>'-II.Dd, ple.11ty 
nlw drlnkbl'. 

WHAT DO YOU ,SAY? 
Seodu• OIIlroGofyollt' bot 
IIII Dil'· Tf Wll llU it yw'U 
b&U..b~:~<:ka richcr. lfwe 
dt>n't.,W<>'II•hoot you • 
'r'll)ectioa allp til add to 
your cofiedion.Mallyow
• L• ng ~~~ Co lil lrG D.lpt., 
Pepsi-Cola CompUly,Long 
b land City, N.Y. 

S . lfl, P . U. TOC!I<NAI,. 

-&~Richmond Straight Cut No. 1 Cigarettes.!>& 
(}IGARETT~ SMOK E,1l8 wbo are ~villing to I?:1Y ~t liVJ cmpte tlu\n the 

g~j1g/J~Ar~ficgtl~~~~~w -ordu w.ry trildc Cigarettes. Will hnd 1 HIS BRAN J) su-. · 
The Richmond Straig·ht Cut Nv. 1 Cig are ttes 

arc mn.de from t he brightest. m os1 d uli r.nt.ely Hnvorcd and highest cost Oold : 
J, cnfgrown in Virg:iniu. '!'h is is t.he ~)ld nnd 0l'JI{hml n r nnd ofSti•nig·J•t .: 

cB~£!~~:~·~[\~li¥~Wo~~~;a~~·s;~~~~~·~~~\l~Kt't7I~1\NJ1~ ~~~~~~~~·below i8 on evcrY, i1-"--~f 
package. ; ('•' 

The ALLEN & GINTER Branch of the American Tobacco Co., Manufacturers, •: 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA. 

HOTSKY! 
tbi}ollq~ing celebrities 
. say aoout our 

Genuine Mexican Chili! 
"For concentrat¢dflavor and fullness of 

volume i.t'.s got:th~ world beat !"-Anne 
Howe:.. · ',··, · 

"M exico has no' Ghili that can compare 
,with th at I gpta( theSbuthwestern Phar
J.l!.a6y;\vhile ih . l\'l.~mphis . : '.....-;-Cholly Lind-
burgh: ·. · · 

" As far as temperature goes this Vodka 
we have down here is tame compared to 
" Doc" MeLamine's chili."-The Ghost of 
Pancho Villa. 

SOUTHWESTERN PHARMACY 
· lhcor.porated 

LASSITER'S STABLE 
College Boys call on me for 

UPrTO-DATE RlfiS 

Cor. Second amd Main Sts Phones 401 

It bas establ ished : a liigber ~ 'standard" at a lower price. 
priu ted matter tells' how. 

CHICAGO WRITING MACHINE CO . 
. 94-96 W endel St reet, . CHICAGO, U . S . A . 

Our 

Beoufi(ul but dumb 

Jl7,.., ,...,.,,.,bJyl"f-"ftha••ho•bo,-o fomil· 
iot pb r~<e;,: oppli~<l m•U.lJ' It> "'"al~ f><>Ord~•u 
i~...to.,...~ l tbcpitui.urnon< 10 p•klllit~ de. 
A g• 'l;;<>)·k i>"Ont'rt.,, ;,. ·",ot I<OM. tl;·u~r pid: 
·~.,(,.·(~kdondfri~nJI)· th •c lu,·o l)·butl o<lc.ln·~;. 

A r><l.,-~n!n~,;ou r m ind.< hook Onb••in"" . .• 

; :~."~:.7:n~~~=gmd mil~uu ulho.-r polh 

~>O< t G< Idoa,.. .., i ht =•.;n l)._but ·M••M'r 

oh•r oll"1 n.. rol"' ;, .t..r O.eu<:t~eiJ.o ~nl 

;:-:;,;.":)~·:;~::~:~~"';;.'~'~;.•j>d , ;g!u th otc 

ca~::.;;:.:;:,'";~~;~';:~~h~~~~1~~ 
becopicd; yau kna .. r'!L'••• .<>.O:•<>!<i;>e; • 
Chuo~.£dJ, no&b!ftj;Ob o, 01 c••uy ·p"f. · 

Ct-i ESTERFI .'E[D 
MILD t~ nou g h f o r aJI)'I.Jody .and y e t •. T HE Y SATI SFY 







C apter Tvvelve: The Alumni 1 

Alutnni: 
"Thy torch has 

--

Alumni are among those 

entertained at the President's 

home, a frequent site for 

college gatherings. 

Collective Body 

Rhodes Alma Mater 

T oday the College lives in the hearts and minds of more than 

12,500 alumni of record, a far greater number than the 

approximate 1,800 a lumni alive in the year 1900. What's more, 

today's a lumni population is far more diverse demographically 

and professionally. Of that turn-of-the-century alumni body, 200 

were ministers and the rest were "teachers, lawyers, physicians, 

merchants, and planters," according to a yearbook at the time. 

Rhodes alumni nearly a century later pursue a multitude of 

careers and their Jobs and personal lives propel them to the far 

corners of the world. Presently alumni reside in forty-nine states 

(all except North Dakota) and in forty-one oth er countries. 

An alumni association has been in existence at the College 

since at least 1899, when The Rev. J.H. Patton served as its presi

dent. Little is written of the association's purpose and activities, 

however, until 1913, when the Southwestern Bulletin noted "the 

movement among alumni to organize with a view to helping pro

mote the welfare of the University." 

In the late 1920s the College began to see the necessity for a bona fide alumni 

secretary to work with this assoc iation, keep tabs on the burgeoning ranks of alumni, 

and maintain more effective, regular communication with them. In his annual report 

of 1928, President Charles Diehl predicted: "An a lumni secretary would probably 

cost about $2,000 a year, but he would be invaluable in the matter of building up 

esprit de corps." 

The shoes of a lumni secretary were first filled-on a part-time basis-by longtime 

Professor of Mathematics M.L. MacQueen, who served in that capacity until 1933. 

A handful of individuals carried out the duties of a lumni secretary during the 1930s 

and early '40s, including alumnus Russell Perry '33. The alumni secretary whose name 

sticks in the collective mind of generations of alumni, however, is that of Goodbar 

Morgan '31, who served from 1947 until1973. 

Keeping up with alumni has always been a task of the alumni office, especially 

during World War II, when so many of the College's alumni were serving their country 

abroad. After the war the job just got tougher, as evidenced by this comment in a 1948 

College Bulletin: 

"Many of the alumni, especially the younger ones, are moving to new locations, the 

young women are gett ing married, and it is a very difficult undertaking to keep the 

records and the addressograph plates up-to-date." 

Keeping thousands of alumni informed, interested, and involved in their alma mater 

remains a challenge for the a lumni office and the Rhodes International Alumni 

Association. Yet scores of alumni continue to provide stron g and creative leadership, 

knowing that their college- any college-is only as good as its alumni. 



''It's been 111y whole life, 
the college and the people.'' 

-Goodbar Morgan 

He served under five presidents, planned scores of home

coming celebrations and alumni reunions, kept tabs 

on hundreds of former students, and he never forgot a face

especially if the face belonged to anyone connected to Rhodes. 

Monroe Goodbar Morgan '31, alumni secretary for twenty

seven years, was a college institution up until his death in 1988. 

"For most alumni, Goodbar was Rhodes," said President 

James H. Daughdrill Jr. He was "a loving link to their alma 

mater," Daughdrill noted at the time of Morgan's death, "a 

person who never overlooked a friend and never strayed far 

from the campus." 

After serving in World War II, Morgan returned to the 

College in 1946 at President Charles Diehl's behest. 

He started out as veterans coordinator, overseeing the regis

tration, record-keeping and housing of war veterans. Several 

months later, when alumni secretary Bill Kelly '39left to take 

another job, Morgan assumed that position. 

He remained in the post until his so-called "retirement" 

in 1973. In truth, Morgan never really retired from Rhodes. 

He simply switched offices, serving as part-time college 

A lumni Publications 

In December 1928 the College published its first alumni 

publication: The Southwestern Alumni Magazine. The publi

cation, which was to be supported by alumni subscriptions, 

outlined its purpose in the first issue: 

"To tell the alumni about themselves .. ." To tell the alumni 

about Southwestern ... To enable Southwestern to get 

opinions and reactions from the alumni and to enlist their 

January 1939 

"A lot of people don't 

make the effort to seek 

out students. But 

Goodbar takes the first step. He learns the students by name. 

He treats them on the same level." -Jim Riggan '68 

archivist and full-time advocate for the College until he died 

at age eighty. He was especially instrumental in advocating 

the College's 1984 name change to Rhodes among the alumni. 

Morgan's impact on Rhodes is evident in the various trib

utes he received from the College. His Sigma Nu fraternity 

brothers and other friends established with their gifts the 

Goodbar Morgan Archives in the Burrow Library. He won 

the Algernon Sydney Sullivan Award in 1973. The living 

room of the Sigma Nu chapter lodge at Rhodes carries his . 

name. One of the most meaningful tributes Morgan ever re

ceived, however, was the scholarship established in his name 

by friend Dr. Terry Westbrook '66. 

"Having a scholarship established in my name," Morgan 

noted at the time, "is the biggest and best thing to happen to me." 

positive cooperation and active support . To present 

matters of general educational interest ... " 

The goals have changed little in seventy years. The 

format, on the other h and, is constantly evolving, taking 

its design and content cues from trends in publishing. The 

publication's metamorphoses-from magazine to newspaper 

back to magazine-are illustrated below. 

February 1985 

Spring 1994 



Alutnni: 

Thomas W. Gregory 

Thomas Jennings Bailey 

William Little Frierson 

Richard Key Pittman 

and Wotnen of Distinction 

1882 William Dromgoole Mooney 
Creator of the well~known and widely 
used text Mooney's Latin Grammar. 

1883 Thomas W. Gregory 
U.S. Attorney General1914~ 1919 
under President Woodrow Wilson 

1884 Thomas Jennings Bailey 
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of 
the District of Columbia, appointed by 
President Woodrow Wilson 

1887 William Little Frierson 
Solicitor General of U.S. 19 20~ 21 ; 
Assistant U.S. Attorney General 1917 ~ 
20 under President Woodrow Wilson 

1890 Richard Key Pittman 
U.S. Senator from Nevada 1913~40; 
Chairman, Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee 

1897 Nathan Lynn Bachman 
U.S. Senator from Tennessee, appointed 
to fill term of Cordell Hull, who left 
Senate to serve as Secretary of State 
under President Franklin Roosevelt 

1901 Courtenay Dinwiddie 
Noted social worker from the 1920s 
through the early 1940s; led in establish~ 
ment of national policies, programs for 
welfare and health of children 

1906 Julian Power Alexander 
U.S. District Attorney from Jackson, 
Mississippi, 1918~ 19 21 ; Supreme Court 
Justice for the State of Mississippi, 
1941 ~ 1953 

1925 Dorothy Jordan 
Stage and film actress of the 19 20s and 
1930s until her marriage to Merian 
Cooper, head of RKO. Returned to play 
John Wayne's wife in The Searchers. 

1 930 Herman Beevis 

Senior Partner of Price Waterhouse & 
Co. 1961 ~ 1969; consultant to the Camp~ 
troller General of the United States 

D espite its relatively small size, 

Rhodes has a stellar and long

standing record for turning out leaders, for 

educating students who later become 

local, regional, and national leaders in 

their chosen fields. It would be impossible 

to highlight in these two pages all of 

the alumni who have made important 

contributions to their professions or 

communities. The list that follows is 

simply a sampling of the many a lumni 

who have achieved national distinction. 

Nathan Lynn Bachman 

Dorothy Jordan 

Herman Beevis 



Abe Fortas 

Carroll Cloar 

Peter Taylor 

Anne Howard Bailey 

1 930 Abe Fortas 

Undersecretary of the Interior during 
World War II; U.S. Supreme Court 
] ustice, 1965-69, appointed by President 
Lyndon] ohnson 

1932 Albert Erskine 

Random House editor, 1947-1993, for 
William Faulkner, Robert Penn Warren, 
]ames Mitchener, John O'Hara, Ralph 
Ellison, Eudora Welty 

1934 Carroll Cloar 

One of the South's most highly regarded 
and widely collected artists 

1938 John Ricker 

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Continental Corp., 1976-1982 

1939 Peter Taylor 

Pulitzer Prize-winning author of A 
Summons to Memphis and other stories 
and novels 

1945 Anne Howard Bailey 

Emmy Award-winning television writer 
(Adams Chronicles, Bonanza, Lassie) 
and opera librettist (Deseret) 

1949 Mignon Dunn 

Internationally acclaimed mezzo-soprano, 
longtime star of New York's Metropolitan 
Opera 

1956 George Hearn 

Tony Award-winning star of Broadway's 
Sunset Boulevard and La Cage aux 
Folies; has appeared in a number of 
theatrical productions and films 

1958 John Bryan 

Chief Executive Officer and Chairman of 
Sara Lee Corporation 

1961 Dixie Carter 

Broadway actress and cabaret star who 
played leading role in long-running 
television hit Designing Women 

1969 Lieutenant General 
Claudia Kennedy 

First woman to achieve three-star rank in 
the United States Army 

1975 Vickie Roman Palmer 

Vice-president and treasurer of Coca
Cola Enterprises 

Mignon Dunn 

George Hearn 

Dixie Carter 

Lt. General Claudia Kennedy 



Clia ter Twelve: The Alumni 

Honorary Alutnni 

An impressive group of honorary degree recipients are recog

nized during the 1997 Commencement: (from left) entrepre

neur, philanthropist and founder of the Hard Rock Cafe, 

Isaac Tigrett ; Memphis City Schools Superintendent Gerry 

House; actor Morgan Freeman; National Endowment for 

the Humanities Chairman William Ferris; theologian Eliza

beth Francis Caldwell '69. 

7~d21J_r~ 
llobertD . McCallllll 

l'J.<GBRNCil Sntn:Y SULLiw.ll HON- S'l'UOSNT AWARD 

~ll,~d~ 

For a select group of individuals, alumni 

status comes not fr o m attending 

Rhodes but from a lifetime of achievement 

or service. Those who receive honorary 

degrees from the College automatically 

join the ranks of alumni as do those 

designated honorary alumni by the 

Alumni Council. 

The College h as been awarding 

honorary degrees since 1879. A Who's 

Who of national greats, the roster includes 

a U.S. President, Broadway stars, theolo

gians, business leaders, Pulitzer Prize-win

ning authors, musicians-those who have excelled in 

a wide range of areas. Listed below are just a few of those 

who have received honorary degrees from the College 

throughout the decades. 

1928 Future President Herbert Hoover 

1969 Historian, author C. Vann Woodward 

1969 Arkansas Governor Winthrop Rockefeller 

1977 Renowned writer and poet Allen Tate 

197 8 Boston University President John Silber 

1980 Internationally renowned writerEudora Welty 

1982 Humorist, columnist Erma Bombeck 

1982 Author, historian Shelby Foote 

1983 Forbes magazine chairman and editor-in-chief 

Malcolm Forbes 

1992 Roots author Alex Haley 

1992 Business/management guru, author Thomas Peters 

1994 Nove list Ferrol Sams 

1995 Operatic great Kallen Esperian 

1995 Pulitzer Prize editorial writer Paul Greenberg 

1996 Best-selling author John Grisham 

Each year since 1879, those receiving honorary degrees sign a 

leather-bound book housed in the President's Office prior to 

commencement proceedings. This particular page of signa

tures, penned on] une 1 , 19 7 4, includes that of Metropolitan 

Opera star Mignon Dunn '49, author/poet Robert Penn 

Warren, and former College President Peyton Rhodes. 



Returning 
Hotne 

T h omas Wolfe's admonit ion to the 

contrary, you can go home again. 

A lumni return home to their alma mater 

for homecoming and reunions year after 

year in h opes of reliving collegiate memo

ries, greeting old friends and faculty, and 

learning anew why their college is such a 

special place. 

While it's sometimes difficult to sched

ule a trip back to the campus today 

because of busy lives, alumni in the early 

days faced even greater obstacles in their 

attempts to reunite with former classmates: 

the passage below appeared in the 1921 

Annual Report of the President and de

scribed one alumnus' attempts to return 

to the College. Because 1921's commence

ment proceedings would be one of the last 

to take place in C larksville, the College 

planned the first- or among the first

homecoming that year. Nevada Senator 

Key Pittman, a Rhodes a lumnus, was the 

commencement speaker that year: 

Mr. ]ames Culberson of Durant, Okla

homa, a classmate of Senator Key Pittman, 

accompanied by his daughter, set out for 

C larksville in his car. H e left his home on 

the last day of May, thus allowing himself a 

week to make the trip of seven hundred 

miles. Mishaps, however, occurred on the 

road, and he did not reach Clarksville until 

two days after the Commencement exercises 

had concluded. 

Fortunately for modern-day reunion 

organizers, the road to Rhodes is no longer 

quite so perilous. 

CLASS 
oF · 

1941 

as alumni assemble. 

The welcom e mat is 

always out for Rhodes 

alumni , especially during 

the annual hom ecoming 

celebrations each fall. 

Theshock--andjoy

of recognition, part of 

the fun of hom ecoming. 

Parties are for 

catching up . 
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3.11~ ~ \it~~ Jll 
s .. roh Outdo Images Print Seourily Slop 

Photography Credits 

PAGE PHOTOGRAPHER PAGE PHOTOGRAPHER 

endpaper Bill Strode 98 Trey Clark (Frazier ]elke 
4-5 Trey Clark Science Center) 
8-9 Kurt Ullery 99 Trey Clark (bottom) 
10-11 Kurt Ullery 101 Trey Clark (Robinson Hall) 
12-13 Trey Clark 102 Trey Clark (top & middle) 
14 Tennessee State Library 104-105 Trey Clark (large photo) 
20 Tennessee State Library 104-105 Sam Fentress (insets) 
26 Kevin Barre 108-109 Trey Clark 
31 Trey Clark 110 Jim Springfield 
32 Trey Clark 113 Trey Clark 
34-36 Trey Clark 114-115 Bill Strode 
46 Terry Sweeney (top) 122 Trey Clark (bottom) 
46 Steve Jones (bottom) 128-129 Trey Clark 
47 Russell Hays 135 Bob Gray (Richard III & 
48-49 Bill Strode Ernest in Love) 
50 Trey Clark 136 Trey Clark (top) 
60-61 Bill Strode 136 Helen Norman (bottom) 
63 Trey Clark (top) 137 Judy Souliotes (Chinese robe) 
63 Terry Sweeney (bottom) 137 Terry Sweeny (Top) 
64 Trey Clark (top right) 138-139 Bill Strode 
67 David Kesler (coral reef) 141 Trey Clark (buttons) 
68-69 Terry Sweeney 143 Trey Clark (top) 
70 Trey Clark (bottom) 143 Terry Sweeney (bottom) 
78 Terry Sweeney (both) 145 Trey Clark (Alice Parker) 
79 John Rone (top) 146-147 Trey Clark 
80-81 Trey Clark 150 Trey Clark (letter sweater) 
84-87 Trey Clark 151 Trey Clark (hat) 
88 Terry Sweeney 152 Trey Clark (bowl) 
89 Terry Sweeney (top) 153 Trey Clark (Mike Lee) 
90 Terry Sweeney (azaleas) 155 Trey Clark (bottom) 
91 Trey Clark (bottom) 158 Trey Clark (trophy) 
94 Trey Clark (top) 159 Trey Clark (top & lower right) 
95 Murray Riss (large photo) 160 Trey Clark (trophy) 
96 Terry Sweeney (top) 161 Trey Clark (middle & bottom) 
98 Terry Sweeney (top) 162 Trey Clark (trophy) 

If you want to know more 

about Rhodes College, visit us at 

www. rhodes. edu. 

PAGE PHOTOGRAPHER 

163 Trey Clark (all) 
164 Trey Clark (Pebble Beach) 
166 Trey Clark (trophy) 
167 Trey Clark (bottom two) 
169 Trey Clark (bottom) 
172 Trey Clark (megaphone) 
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endpaper Bill Strode 

All other images in this book are from the 
Rhodes College Archives. 



Rhodes Tin1e Capsule 

This time capsule, created by the 

Class of 1998 to commemorate 

Rhodes' sesquicentennial, was 

installed on April23, 1998, to 

be opened fifty years hence on 

April 2 3 , 2 048 . It is located in 

Bayard Boyle Sr. Court in front 

of the' Bryan Campus Life 

Center. Designed by students in a 

Rhodes College sculpture class, 

the capsule includes ceramic 

panels representing the words on 

the college seal: Truth, Service, 

and Loyalty. 
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62-63 
Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity, 102, 111 , 

114, 116 
"Piom ingo," as proposed name, 27 
The Pioneer (yearbook), 190 
Pittman, Richard Key, 212, 215 
Plan of Union , 21, 36 
PNR, as nickname for Peyton 

Rhodes, 41 
Poets, on faculty, 55 
Pohlmann, Mark, 113 
Political organ izat ions/ interests, 

127, 198-199 
Po li t ical sc ience, in early 

cu rri culum, 62-63 
Pomona College (California),]. D. 

Alexander's move to, 28-29 
Postcards, of college, 106-107 
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] . B. Shearer's, 36 
student attendance at, 73 

Pre-Centennial Endowment Fund , 
28,40 
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Presidents, 32-4 7 

orda ined ministers as, 73 
roster of, 30 

President's House, on C larksv ille 
campus, 26, 40 

Price, Rev. Robert, 53 
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62-63 
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Ramsey, David, 132 
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35 
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Renaming 
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72 
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Robb Hall 
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74 
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Robinson Hall, 84, 86, 101 
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Romance, on campus, 184-185 
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Rural Academy, 15 
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36, 63 , 70 
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S igma Alpha Epsilon fraternity, 
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Social Regulations Cou nc il , 5 1, 20 1 
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Sou per Contact program, 78, 122 
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Conferen ce, 149 
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Southwestern at Memphis I 948-

1975, 58 
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66 

Southwestern Journal, 204 
Southwestern Players, 134 
Southwestern Pre-Centennial 
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204 
Southwestern Presbyterian 

Un iversity, 21-23,36-37 
and curriculum restructuring, 

63, 71 
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School of Theology at, 74 
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Southwestern Serenaders, 130 
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Springfield Music Lectures, 144- 145 
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20 1 
State clubs, 110 
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campus, 21, 23-24 
Stewart Co llege, 17-20,34 

c urric ulum of, 62-63 
Stewart Society, 112 , 204 
Stewart , Walter, 152 
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85 
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Townsend Hall, 94 
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Track and field, 148, 166-167 
Trahern, Margaret Elwyn, 23 
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Tuthill, Dr. Burnet C., 103, 130-131 
Tuthill H all, 103, 130 
Tu toria l reading course, 64 
Tu tor ial system , 57 
Twilight Garden Party, 111 
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Undersranding Poetry, 55 
Union, Plan of, 21,36 
U n iversity College, Oxford, summer 

program at, 66 

"University Grays," 53 
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University of Virginia 
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v 
Vanderbilt , facul ty graduates of, 54 
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Volunteerism, 78-79, 127 
Voorhies Hall, 68-69,90, 181 
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and School of Theology, 74 
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Whaling, Thornton, 53 
Whitehall, 194 
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Will iams, John Whorton & Anna 

Fletcher, 90 
Williams Prayer Room, 68-69, 90 
Williams, Sallie P. & Susan 

Fletcher, 90 
Williford, Anne Marie Caskey, 97 
Williford Hall, 97 
Wilson, Or. Joseph R., 22, 75 
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Wilson, (Thomas) Woodrow, 22, 75 
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149 
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World War ll 
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The Rhod 
This Time Line of the College's 

history was developed by 

Martha Shepard for her 150th 

Anniversary issue of Rhodes 

magazine. The design was created 

by Trey Clark and Kevin Barre. 

Wilson 

1885 
Dr. Joseph R. 
Wilson, father of 
Woodrow 
Wilson, heads 
new School of 
Theology 

Clarksville, 
Tennessee 
1848·1925 

1888 
C.C. Hersman, 
chancellor 

1931 Hall of Fame 

1928 1931 
Honors courses Hall of Fame 
established; established in 
Future U.S. Palmer, heresy 
President Herbert charges against 
Hoover awarded Dr. Diehl, tutorial 
honorary doctor system begins 
of laws 

1968 19&9 
Frazier Jelke Women's dorm 
Science Center, curfew ends 
Glassell Hall 
dedicated, coat 
and tie dinner 
rule abolished 

1848 
Clarksville 
Academy 
becomes 
Masonic 
University of 
Tennessee 

1970 
William L. 
Bowden, 
president; 
Clough Hall 
dedicated; 

Tin1e Line 

1849 
WJ. Hopkins, 
president, 
college doors 
open for first 
time. 

1892 
George Summey, 
chancellor 

1942 
First Commence-
ment in new 
Fisher Garden 

1971 
Hyde 
Gymnasium 
dedicated; Men's 
soccer team 
organized 

Castle Building 
completed, 
Wi ll iam A. 
Forbes, president 

1898 
New gym opens, 
men's basketbal l 
fi rst played 

Army Air Force 
cadets train on 
campus; Adult 
Education Center 
(later Meeman 
Center) 
organized; First 
woman editor of 
Lynx-Anne 
Howard Bailey 

1973 
James H. 
Daughdrill Jr, 
president 

1851 
Charter secured 
for Montgomery 
Mason ic College 

First 
Homecoming 
foo tball game vs. 
Sewanee 

1945 
First woman 
student body 
president- Mary 
Ann Banning; 
"Man" course 
introduced; 
College renamed 
Southwestern At 
Memphis 

Golden 
Aniversary of 
opening in 
Memphis 

1853 
Wil liam M. 
Stewart, 
president 

1904 
Federal 
Government 
awards College 
$25,000 for 
damages during 
Civil War 

1947 
"Temporary" 
buildings-
the shacks-
constructed 
(photo circa 
1969) 

1977 
Dedicati on of 
Alburty 
Swimming 
Complex; 
Lawrence 
Anthony campus 
sculpture 
completed 

Stewart 

1855 
Synod of 
Nashvil le 
purchases 
Montgomery 
Masonic College, 
renames it 
Stewart 
College 

1905 
Neander M. 
Woods, 
chancellor, board 
allows women to 
attend classes, 
but not earn 
cred it 

Voorhies Hall 
dedicated; First 
Algernon Sydney 
Sullivan Award 
presented 

1980 
Williford Hall 
dedicated; first 
Rites of Spring; 
Palmer Hall roof 
needs fi rst repai r 
since 1925 

1858 
R.B. McMul len, 
pres ident 

Will iam M. 
Dinwiddie, 
chancel lor 

1951-Lynx Lair Opens 

1949 
Peyton N. 
Rhodes, 
president, Phi 
Beta Kappa 
installed 

1981 
Clarence Day 
Awards for 
Teaching and 
Research 
established; 
McCoy Theatre 
dedicated 

Robb Hall 

1860 
Robb Hall, first 
dormitory, 
completed 

Chancellor now 
ca lled President; 
J.R. Dobyns, 
president 

Burrow Library 
dedicated 

McCoy Theatre 

1983 
Diehl Court 
dedicated 



1861 
All but two 
students enter 
Confederate 
Army 

1916 
Board votes to 
admit women on 
same terms as 
men 

Mal lory 
Gymnasium 
dedicated 

1984 
Board votes to 
change name to 
Rhodes College, 
Hassell Hall 
dedicated 

1862 
Civil War closes 
col lege, occupied 
by Union Troops 

Diehl 

1917 
Charles E. Diehl, 
president 

1955 
Orgi ll Bowl first 
presented in 
Sewanee/ 
Southwestern 
football riva lry; 
Townsend Hall 
dedicated; 
International 
Studies Program 
begins with grant 
from Carnegie 
Corp. 

1985 
Benefactors' 
Circle dedicated 
in Cloister 

1865 
College colors 
adopted-
cardinal and 
black 

1918 
Sou'wester first 
published as a 
weekly 

1956 
El lett Hall 
dedicated; 
Danforth 
Program 
established 
(became the 
Kinney Program); 
President's 
Residence at 671 
West Dr. 
purchased 

1986 
"Man" course 
now called 
"Search;" King 
Hall, the old Pi 
Kappa Alpha 
national 
headquarters, 
purchased 

1869 
Stewart College 
reopens 

1920 
Synods approve 
co llege move to 
Memphis 

1958 
Catherine Burrow 
Refectory 
dedicated 

Lynx sculpture unveiled 

1987 
Campus Green 
organized; Spann 
Place dedicated; 
Ann Moore 
Nunnery '88 
completes Lynx 
sculpture 

1870 
JB. Shearer, 
president 

Patch 

1921 
Margaret Trahern 
Patch, first 
woman graduate 

1961 
Bellingrath and 
Townsend Halls 
dedicated 

1990 
Iron fence 
completed 
around perimeter 
of campus 

1874 
Synods of 
Presbyterian 
Church assume 
control of college 

1922 
First sorority 
established-
Chi Omega 

1962 
Moore Moore 
Infirmary and 
Halliburton 
Tower dedicated 

Buckman Hall 

1991 
Buckman Hall 
dedicated 

1875 
College renamed 
Southwestern 
Presbyterian 
University 

1924 
Lynx becomes 
mascot 

1963 
Board votes to 
admit all 
students on an 
equal basis 

Stewart Hall Waddell 

1877 1878 1879 
Stewart Hall First Greek President now 
begun fraternity called chancellor, 

established, Pi John N. Waddel, 
Kappa Alpha chancellor 

Cloister under construction 

Memphis 1925 
Rollow Avenue ol Oaks 

1927 
Omicron Delta 
Kappa 

1925- College moves to 
Memphis, 
Yearbook established, 

seedlings from 
Clarksville 
campus 

1964 
Mortar Board 
installed 

renamed Lynx 

Alexander 

1965 
John David 
Alexander, 
president 

planted-today's 
Roll ow Avenue of 
Oaks 

mastodon 

1966 
Dilemma 
established; 
Thomas W. 
Briggs Student 
Center dedicated; 
mastodon 
remains 
unearthed at 
Frazier Jelke 
excavation 

91 Morningside Park Bryan Campus Lile Center 

1992 
President's 
House at 91 
Morningside 
Park purchased 

1996 
Dedication of 
Blount Hall 

1997 1998 
Dedication of 
Bryan Campus 
Life Center 

College 
celebrates 
Sesquicen
tennial Year 
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