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PREFACE TO THE TWEL FTH EDITION 

PART H 

The second year of the course, Man in the Light of History and Religion, 
continues the study, begun last year, of the ideas, beliefs and cultural devel
opments which have formed Western Man. Our study begins with the Middle 
Ages and continues into the Twentieth Century. 

Changes which have occurred in this Twelfth Edition of the "Man Course" 
have already been noted in the Preface to the Freshman Syllabus, especially 
the omission of the unit on .l\merica, which had b_een specially designed to 
fit our Bicentennial Edition honoring the establishment of the Un,ited States 
as a nation. There has also been a vigorous reworking of the unit on the 
Nineteenth Century and the addition of a short unit on the problems and 
prospects of the Twentieth Century. 

The names of the Man Staff listed on the frontispiece are the veteran 
members who have helped design this syllabus. Twelve new members who 
joined the Man Staff this past year have already enriched our joint teaching 
with new perspectives and insights. Their names and fields of concentration 
are listed here in order that they may be identified and their specialties noted. 

Ray M. Allen, Religion 
Robert M. Amy, Biology 
Johann Bruhwiler, German 
Diane Clark, Music 
Robert Norfleet, Religion 

Llewellyn Queener, Psychology 
C. V. Scarborough, Religion 
Sharon Welch, Religion 
Elaine Whitaker, English 
Bernice White, English 

Joining the team in Term I, 1982 will be Julian Darlington, Biology and 
Peter Ekstrom, Anthrqpology. 

In order to enrich their und erstanding and broaden their outlook the 
students are urged, through the lectures, discussions, seminars, and 
informal contacts, to make as wide an acquaintance as they can with the 
diverse perspectives and personalities represented on the teaching team. 

We are grateful to 1\.1iss Leslie Alford, our Freshman Assistant in the 
Man Course this year, who has been a great help in the printing and assembly 
of this syllabus. Special thanks are due 1\1r. Perry Dement, who has been 
our Senior Assistant for three years _, and whose help in the production of the 
syllabus and in the administration of the Man Course has always been creative, 
dependable and cheerful. 

Fred W. Neal 



UNIT V 

IVIEDIEVAL EUROPE 

ASSIGN1\t1ENTS 

1. Transfer of Empire 

Lecture 1 

Colloquium 1 

The Imperial West: From Diocletian to Charlemagne 

Barrow 1 Chapter VIII, "The Age of Crisis and 
Rescue: Diocletian and Constantine 

Einhard, The Life of the Emperor Charles, Readings I, 
VII -2 -7ff. (sees. 15 -~30) 

Rome's Fall and its Aftern1ath 

Juvenal, "The Perils of Life in Rome," from 
The Satires of Juvenal, c. 110 A. D.~ Readings I, 
III-9-1ff. 

Symmachus, l\1-emorial to Valentinian II, 384 A. D., 
and "Reply" of Ambrose, Readings I, III-9-7ff. 

Letters of lVTarcellinus to ... t\.ugustine and of Augustine 
to Marcellinus in reply, 412 A. D., Readings I, 
III -9-11ff. 

t. The Organization of Christendom 

Lecture 2 

Colloquium 2 

The Medieval Papacy and the En1pire 

Harrison and Sullivan, Chapter 17, "The Feudal and 
l\-1anorial Systems," 207-216 and Chapter 19, 
"Political Revival: The Holy Ron1an Empire," 
(parts 1-4) 231-240. 

l\1cNeill, J. T., 1\/fakers of the Christian Tradition, 
Chapter III, ''Papal Rulers of th e Wese' (optional). 

Sword and Crozier 

Documents relating to the conflict b e tween Gregory VII 
and H·enry IV, Readings I, VII-3-1ff. 

Boniface VIII, Unam Sanctam, Readings I, VII-3-10ff. 



3. The Christian Life in the Middle Ages 

Lecture 3 

Colloquium 3 

Medieval Faith 

Harrison and Sullivan, Chapter 22, "The Revival and 
Triumph of the Church," 264-274. 

lVIcNeill, J. T., Makers of the Christian Tradition, 
Chapter IV, "Brothers and Sisters of' the Poor". 

The Structure of Piety 

Benedict of Nursia, The Rule, Readings I, VII-4-1ff. 
Documents relating to the Life and Character of 

St. Franc is, Beadings I, VII-4-9ff. 
Eugenius IV, The Seven Sacraments (Exultate Deo), 

Readings I, VII -4-15ff. 

4. Medi eval Ch ristian Thought 

L ecture 4 

Colloquium 4 

The lVIedieval Synthesis 

McNeill, J. T., 1\rTakers cf the Christian Tradition, 
Chapter V, nThe Glorious Company of Teachers," 
101-136. 

Scholasticism--Thomas Aquinas 

Thomas Aquinas, Summa Contra Gentiles, Book 1, 
Chapters 3 -7; Book III, Part I, Chapters 1 and 37j 
and Book IV, Chapter 54, Readings I, VII-5-1ff. 

Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica, First Section 
of Second Part, Q. 91, articles 1-4, Readings I, 
VII -5 -16ff. 

5 . A . Medieval Interpretation of the World 

Lecture 5 

Colloquium 5 

Dante 

The Divine Comedy 

Dante, selections from the Divine Comedy, 
Readings I, V-5-lff. 



UNIT V 

MEDIEVAL MAN: EUROPE IN THE MIDDLE AGES 

Early historians I who first made the familiar divisions, Ancient, Medieval, 
and Modem were gen·erally prepared to concede greatness to the ancients and to 
modern ·man I but they looked condescendingly upon the long period that separated· 
them (500-1500) as a dark and barbaric age. Sometimes they experienced their 
disdain for the period by describing i t as "Gothic." Later, the Romantic movement of 
the nineteenth century dressed the Medieval period in a chivalric and battlemented 
glory that gave it an aura that was far more mystical than historical. Only since 
the late nineteenth century has the Middle Ages been studied with sufficient care 
to assess .its importance and to discover its true significance. 

Between 300 and 600 A. D. the Roman Empire (to use a political term) or Graeco
Roman civilization (to use a c_ultural one' Pncountered two tremendous forces, the 
Christian religion and the Germanic migrations. The period of amalgamation of 
these three diverse forces was 1 naturally, one of profound: upheaval and uncertainty. 
Ancient political and economic institutions crumbled, central government and organized 
trade disappeared, and in their stead a new type of government, based on the holding 
of land, the one stable form of wealth in a disintegrating society, began to emerge. 
The conditions out of which feudalism arose were beginning. 

The Christian church, when tolerated by the Roman emperors I quickly became 
a dominant force in the fourth century. It then had to formulate its creeds I and its 
dogmas, expand its liturgy and enlarge its organization. The flood of new converts 
brought with them ideas and philosophies which affected and modified earlier forms. 
It was essential to define and to formulate doctrine; to distinguish what was 'brthodox" 
from what was "heretical. 11 This was largely the task of the Church Fathers, both 
Latin and Greek I a·nd of the Ecumenical Councils which began at Nicaea in 325. After 
the fall of the last Western Roman emperor (476) and the influx of Germanic tribes into 
the empire I the bishop of Rome began to assume both spiritual and political leader
ship in the West. By the time of Gregory the Great (590-604) one may say that the 
power of the papacy was clearly established. Other institutions which emerged 
during this early epoch of the middle ages and which had lasting effects are monas
ticism, the Byzantine empire 1 a nd Islam. 

After Christians ceased to be persecuted, one of the major problems was I 'What is 
the highest form of Christian life?" Martyrdom had early become the crowning achieve
ment of Christian confession. Now i t was almost universally agreed that it was 
devotion to contemplation and overcoming the temptations of 'the world." First there 
was a great exqdus to the Egyptian and the Syrian deserts of the hermit type monk. 
Later certain leacte·rs saw the necessity of community or cenobitic life, and the era 
of ''rules" for religious communities began . The men whose ideas have dominated 
the monastic life of East and Vvest to this day are Basil of Caesarea and Benedict 
of Nursia. Though the West was later to produce many religious orders, nearly 
a 11 are but modifications and reforms of the pra ctica I and noble rule of St. Benedict. 

The Byzantine or the Eastern Roman empire, thanks to the impregnable position 
of Constantinople, survived the fall of the West by a thousand years. Cut off from 
the Latin world, it assumed Greek and oriental cultural traditions and became the 
focal point for Greek Christianity. Thus the adjective Byzantine has many nuances • 
It implies the inheritance of Roman government and law, but in Greek dress; a church 
in which the emperor dominated the clergy 1 but a church with an ancient and beauti
ful liturgy 1 whose theologians were given to intricate theological 0rguments; and 
an architecture, exemplified by Hagia Sophia with its Greek eros s plan, its dome 
on pendentives I its glistening mosa ics. 



Islam signifies both a religion and also. lands embraced by the religion. 
Mohammed united the Arab tribes 1 and their great conquests (ca. 640-740) extended 
from India to the Pyrenees and formed a serious threat to Europe. It was .a region 
that inherited Greek I Roman 1 and Byzantine traditions, and the unifying forces of 
Islam and the Arabic language enabled it to produce a new culture, called Saracenic 
in the Middle Ages, and later to transmit to Europe much Greek learning and literature. 

II. 

After 800 it seemed that in western Europe a synthesis of the ancient world, 
Christian and German, was about to be accomplished by the Franks upder Charlemagne. 
Then three new threats confused the picture and again plunged Europe into disruption 
and turmoil during the ninth and tenth centuries . This central period (850-1050) was 
perhaps Europe's darkest age. 

The triple threat of this period, the Vikings, the Magyars I and the .internecine 
strife between the grandsons of Charlemagne ravaged western Europe. The Vikings 
in their dragon ships raided and plundered from Russia and the Bal~ic to Constantinople. 
Almost simultaneously the Magyars moved from the Balkans and overran eastern and 
central Europe. Meanwhile the French and German sons of Louis the Pious were 
struggling over the middle kingdom, lying between thei r lands. Life was unsafe, 
the weak sought protection of the strong, and the resultant breakdown in government 
and trade fixed feudalism on Europe. It was done from practical, not theoretical 
motives. Bishoprics and monastic lands fell . into the pattern, and at this time the 
papacy reached a low ebb. Two permanent hostilities, which have embittered and torn 
Europe since I came from this time of trouble: the Franco-German and the German-Slav. 

III. 

By 1050 A. D. the last barbarian invasions were over, and in the eleventh century 
Europe began a counter-attack. The Arabs were driven from Sicily; Christian knights 
fought the Moors in Spain; and finally came the First Crusade (1095) when French 
kinghts carved out kingdoms in the east. These events may be said to usher in the 
High Middle Ages 1 the period fr:om 1100 to 1350 which saw the rise of m·odern European 
states and the flowering of medieval civilization. 

The accomplishments of medieval civilization were manifold. During these years 
towns emerged giving birth to a nevv class, the bourgeoisie, and to a new economic 
force 1 capitalism. Again 1 the middle ages saw the beginnings of national development 
that .would challenge and overturn the internationalism of the papacy. During the last 
period of the Middle Ages secular literatures, written in the vernacular, began to 
challenge the ascendancy of Latin and of devotional topics. The · feudal epic, the 
troubador song I the chivalric romance as well as the popular ballads and bourgeois 
fables were in the common tongue. By the end of our period many countries produced 
poets who stood beside the ancient, such as Chaucer, Dante, and Jean de Meun. 

To speak of e 'conomic, of political, or of sec ular literary accomplishments 
in the middle ages is to recognize the beginnings of movements that were to flower 
in later periods. The emphasis in the Middl e Ages on the hierarchical orchestration 
of faith in life eternal with the ongoing proce sses o f life temporal hardly explains 
the greatness of the period to modern man. However, the importance of Christian 
social and intellectual unity require s that w e consider some of the medieyal achfeve
ments that have made permanent contribution in this area. · 



1) The cathedral schools 1 revitalized by. the recovery of Greek philosophy 
and logic, and by Arab science and mathematics, developed into the 
universities. These institutions in turn produced the great medieval 
schoolmen and the great thinkers and theologians whose systems are 
still impressive. 

2) This was an age of great religious architecture I of the Romanesq!Je 
and Gothic styles. Religious sculpture, stained glass windows 
and plainsong music, ~rought life and depth and meaning to the 
great architectural accomplishments which have hardly been surpassed. 

3) This was r~n age of Christian unity. From the depths of the tenth century, 
the monastery of Cluny led a movement which revived monasticism, and 
eventually achieved papal absolutism, a doctrine of the supremacy of 
church over state which led to bitter struggles. By 1215 (Innocent III) 
the church seemed to have triumphed. Medieval Christian unity was 
not monolithic, but the loss of such unity as there was with the rise of 
modern nationalism, would lead some in later ages of divisiveness to 
look back nostalg:lcally. 

Early Christianity had come into the pagan world proclaiming that the end of 
the age was near at hand. One of Augustine's contributions, in The City of God, 
had been to stretch out the time 1ine, to show that there could be a Christian 
understanding in historical perspective. In the centuries that followed, catholic 
faith was able to convert the barbarians, confront emerging national states I make 
a place within its structure for the mystical impulse 1 and adapt Arab science and 
philosophy to its own uses. It built an intricate and interrelated structure, incorp
orating church and state, secular and sacred, rna son and monk 1 teacher and mystic I 

Rome and Jerusaler:n, time and eternity. 

However, by 1300 new movements were afoot that would lead to the breakdown 
of the unity of the high Middle Ages and the ushering in of the Renaissance and the 
Reformation. 

J. H. D. 



Unit V, Supplemental Reading 

Armajani, Y., Middle East Past and Present (1970). A brief but useful survey. 

Aston, M. , The Fifteenth Century (1968) • An excellent account of the period of 
transition between the Middle Ages and modern times. 

Russell, J. B., Dissent and Reform in the Early Middle Ages (1965). A good 
account of the development of the church and the problems it encountered 
in the early Middle Ages. 

Russell, J. B., A History of Medieval Christianity (1968). A concise and 
readable survey. · 

Sawyer, P. H., The Age of the Vikings (1962). Good coverage of the darkest 
period of .the Middle Ages. 

Thrupp, S. L., (ed), Change in Medieval Society (1964). An informative series 
of essays on northern Europe from the end of the barbarian invasions to tbe 
close of the Middle ages. 

Trevor-Roper, H., The Rise of Christian Europe (1965). Provides a balanced 
· account based on the latest scholarship. 

Following each chapter I Harrison & Sullivan has an excellent annotated 
bibliography. · 



300 A. D. 

CIIART VIII. THE ME.DIEVAL PERIOD 

Edict of Milan 313 
Council of Nicea (325) 

400 

500 

600 

700 

800 

900 

Barbarian Migrations 
c. 350-550 

410 Visigoths sack Rome 
445-53 Huns in Italy 
431-751 Frankish kingdom 

4 76 I last Roman Emperor 
in West 

Theodoric (489-526) 
Ostro"gothic kingdom in 

Italy 

Lombards in Italy 
c. 586-774 

Decline of Merovingians 
in France 

Rise of Carolingians 
Charles Martel (714-41) 
Pepin (74 7-68) King (751) 
Charlemagne (768-814) 

Division of Carolingian 
Empire, 842 

Civil War between grand
sons of Charlell?-agne 

Ninth century invasions; 
Vikings I Magyars 

936-73 Otto I 
962 Otto crowned Holy 

Roman Emperor 

Ambrose 
Jerome I Vulgate 

Augustine 1 City of God 
Leo I (440-61) I rise of papal 

power 
432-611 Patrick in Ireland 
451 Council of Chalcedon 

Boethius 
Cas siodorus 
Benedict of Nursia 
Augustine of Canter-

bury . 
500-800 Irish monastic 

scholarship 

Papal power supported 
by Franks 

Boniface in Germany 
Alcuin; Einha rd 
Charlemagne crowned 

in Rome, 800 

Iconoclastic controversy 

911 Cluny founded 

987 Hugh Capet, King 
of France 

Justinian (527-S65), 
Corpus Juris Civilis. 

Mohammed, c. 570-63l 
The Hegira, 632 
632-732 Conquest of 

Persia , Egypt, Sy·ria , 
N. Africa, Spain 

Battle of Tours (732) 

Harun al Rashid, 
Abbasid Caliphate, 
750-1258 

Kiev dominant in Russia 
c. 880-1240 

Islamic· art flourish~s 
Greek philosophy and 

science revived by 
Arabs 

c. 990 Russia Christian 
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CHART VIII. THE JVfEDIEVAL PERIOD (CONTINUED) 

Emperor Henry II reforms 
German church and the 
papacy 

Norman conquest of 
England (1066) 

Rise of towns 

. ; . · 

Crusades (1096-1_204) 
Kingdom of Jerusalem 

Henry II of ·England develops 
jury, common law 

Phi.lip Augustus establishes 
power of Medieval French 

.Monarchy _ . 

Guelf vs. · Hohensta uffen 
5truggle in Germany 

Fourth crusade, 1204 
Capture of Con sta ntinop1e 
T ; ' tln kingdom in Greece 
till 1264 

John of England (1199-1216) 
lost Normandy (1215) 

Ed\va rd I (1272-1307) 
Conquers Wales, Scotland 
Great Parliament, 1295 

Ft ederick II, Holy Roman 
:.Smperor, (1194-1250) 
last great medieval king 

fOR 14th AND 15th CENTURIES 
SEE NEXT C}IART 

: .. 

Leo IX {1049-54) 

Cardinal College {1059) 

Struggle between Hilde
brand· (Pope Gregory VII , 
1073-85) and Henry IV 
and other kings over 
investiture · 

Monastic revival: 
Cistercians 
St • . Bernard (d. 1153) 

Crusading orders 

INNOCENT III (1198-1216) 
zenith of the papacy 
Fourth Lateran Council 

A1bigensian heresy 

Francis {1182-1226) 
Dominic (1170-1221) 

FOR ITALIAN RENAISSANCE 
CHURCH DEVELOPMENTS, 
SEE NEXT CHART 

Se paration of Ea steru 
and vVestern church ~ 
(1054) 

Cluniac reforms 

Cluniac reforms 
Romanesque art 
·flo uri shes 

Plain so::tg music 
perfected 

Song of P.oland 
Developing schola sti -~ 

cism: 1\.nselm of 
Ganterbury (d. 1109} 
Cur Deus Homo ? 

Abelard (d. 1142) 
Sic et Non 

Beginning of Univ er
sities 

Revival of Roman Lc: ~·.r 
C.~non La¥! 

Gratian - Decre ~a l s 1.; ·:l. l 
Rise of Gothic archi

tecture 
Troubadors 
Gol iardic poetry 

Arthurian romance 
Height of scholasti :~ ·~ ;:: i h 

Albertus Magnus , 
d. 1280 . 

Thomas Aquinas , 
d. 1274 
Summa Theolog ica 
Summa Contra"'--
Gentile s 

Protest of Roger Bacon 
Beginning of poly

phonic music 
Age of Gothic buHaing 
Romance of the Ro se 

Dante, (1265-1321) 
Divine Comedy, 130Uf 
Chaucer 



Unit V, Lecture 1 

The Impericij. West - From Diocletian to Charle n1agne 
\ 

I. I 

A. The Roman Empir . in world civilization 
B. Did the Roman En1 ire "fall? "--the histo 

II. The decline of late Rom · n irnperial powe r 

A. Political problems 
B. Social problems 
C. lVIilitary problen1s 

1. Imperial defense 
2. Barbarian in vas ions 

III. The Division of the Empire 

A. The sack of Rome , 410 
B. The nend" of the Roma 

IV. 

A. Rival religions i the Greco- on1an world 
B. The emergence f Christia nity 

1. 
( 2. 

V. Christianity 

A. All ian e of the papacy and the F ra 
B. Char etnagne and the "I-Ioly Fornan Empire" 



Unit V, Colloquium 1 

\ . Ron1.e's Fall an d its Af termath 

Juvenal , "T~\ P e rils of Life in Rome," from The Satires of Juvenal, llOA. D . 
Readings~~ II I -9-lff . 

Symmachus, 1\11\ mor ial t o Vale ntin ian IL 384 A . D., and 
An1brose, ]\eadings I, III -9-7ff. 

Letters of Mar~inus t o Augustine and of .Augustine t 1\IIarcell inus in reply, 
412 A . D . , R e~ings I, Ill - 9 -llff. 

1. \Vhat were some f the conditions in Rotne tha made life there so 
unpleasnat tha-t th f r i e nd would l e ave Ron1e_ t find a home elsel.vhere? 

2 . What does Juve nal b ieve to be a major fac or contributing to the 
unple as ant 1 ife in Ro . .._ 

3. Why does Symn1achus pe ition to have the altar of Victory restored to 
its place in the Senate ho e at Fon1e? ote especially paragraph 6, 
and recall Barrow's discu ion of the s nse of de dication which 
characterizes the Roman. 

4 . What are the major points in t e rep of Ambrose to Symmachus' posit i. or·. '7 
What is t he position of Arnbros e in a ragraph 7? How does it differ 
from the position expressed in p~ · graph 8? frorn the position express ed 
in paragraph 30? 

5 .. lVIarcell inu s records ugus tine two objections to the 
Christian r eligion put by Volu tanus. What a r e these objections, and 
why do they m e r it a ttent ion'? vVhat res onse does Augustine make to 
these objec tion s ? 

6. Augustine say s the ;:,t ate . . a tnultit de of men bound together by 
some bond of concor d," How c an the Chris ian religion, according 
to Augustine, s tre ngth e·1, not de s t roy, such onds of concord? 

7. Notice the t irne ~ span of the r eadings. I--Iow wo d this tin1e-span compare 
in a chronol gic al w ·y t o docu n1 e nts fron1 our o n time? 

8. Did the Rorne of uve n al diff e r signif ic antly from . at of Symmachus and 
Augustine ? \iVh t s o r t of s h ift do you detec t in the · cal point of their 
discuss ions? 

9. What eviden e of de cline or fall do you see 

_: v.. V\That diffe ence s are the r e betwe en the coronation of C arlemagne and 
the cor on tion of Lewis , his son? \Vhat s ignificance m i ht these differenc e·::; 
have? { e e collateral read ing for Lecture 1) 



Unit V, Lecture 2 

The l\:1edieval Papacy and the Empire 

I. The origins of the m edieval papacy 

A. The separation of papal and in1perial power 
B. The rel ation of the papacy to western peoples 
C. The alliance with the Franks 

1. Establishment of a new papal-hnperial relationship 
2.. Creation of the Holy Roman Empire 

D.. The origins of the reforn1 movement in the \Vest 

L Gregory VII and the investiture controversy 
2. New concepts of papal gove r ntnent 
3. The papacy in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries 

II. The crisis of the medieval papacy 

A. The rise of new monarchies 
B. The challenge to papal po·wer 
C. The Babylonian Captivity 
D. The Great Western Schisn1 
E. The failure of the conciliar movetnent 

III. The en1ergence of a new papal monarchy 



Unit V, Colloquium 2 

Sword and Crozier 

Documents relating to the conflict between Gregory VII and Henry iV. 
~ings. VII-3-lff. 

Boniface VIII, Unam Sanctam, Readings, VII-3-lOff. 

1. List reasons in favor of clerical celibacy in the time of Gregory VII. 
Are these reasons valid today? 

2. What issues were involved in the dispute over investitures? Why was 
the matter so important to the pope and to the emperor? Interpret the 
relationship between Emperor Henry IV and Pope Gregory VII by using 
the theory of the "two swords. " 

3. Should the freedom and independence of the church be guaranteed 
even if it takes a stand contrary to public policy? 

4. Indicate the dangers involved in the deposition and banning of Henry IV 
by Gregory VII. Who was the victor in the struggle? 

5. What political, ecclesiastical and social effects could be expected from 
the use of principles of governn1.ent vv~hich were declared by Gregory VII 
in the dictate of the Pope? 

6. The aims of Gregory VII vvere to reform the church and to build a 
Christian society. V\That do you think of Gregory's purposes and methods? 
What are the proper ways the church can use to bring about a Christian 
society? 



·unit V, Lecture 3 

1\riedieval Faith 

I. The n1edieval perspective 

.A. The boundaries of the medieval outlook 
B. The pre-eminence of the church 

II. Religious life as directed by the church 

A. The sacraments 

1. Baptism 
2. Confirn1ation 
3. Eucharist 
4. Penance 
5. Extreme unction 
6. lVfarriage 
7. Ordination 

B.. The organization of the church 

1. The clergy: regular and secular 

a. Monasticism 

1) The monastic ideal 
2} The chief orders: Benedictine, Cluniac, £istercia11. 
3) The friars: Dominican, Franciscan 
4) The decline of the other-worldly ideal 

b. The secular hierarchy 

1) The Papal curia 
2) i\dm inistrative divisions 

C. The discipline of church members--penance, excommunication, 
interdict, canon law, ecclesiastical courts 

D. The religion of the common man 



Unit V, Colloquium 3 

The St ructure of Piety 

Benedict of Nursia, The Rule, Readings, VII-4- lff. 
Documents relating to the L ife and Cha r acte r of St. Francis, Readings, VII-4-911' . 
Eugenius IV, The Seven Sacra m ent s (Exultate Deo), Reading~ VII-4-15ff. 

1. What are the seven sacraments ? Are all the sacraments relevant to 
every good catholic chris tian? 

2. vVhat is the purpose of each of the sacran1ents? \Vhich sacraments can
not be repeat e d ? vVhy not? Dis tingu ish the material, forn1 and ministrant 
of each sacrament.. If communicants r e ceive only the bread and not the 
wine, when they partake of com m union a t the Mass, are they receiving 
only partial communion ? E xplain. 

3. The basic monastic VO\V'S were . of poverty, chastity and obedience. How 
relevant are they to basic temptations of man's life? 

4. List the steps on the ladder of humility. How do they point to the ideal 
of monastic life? What is the r e sult of climbing the ladder of humility? 
How does your reading from the Rule of St. Benedict illustrate to you 
why Benedict was called an exponent of moderate ascetic ism ? ·What 
indications did you find in your readings to illustrate how Benedict made 
monasticism into a constructive force in western society? 

5. What was St. Francis' understanding of disc ipleship? 

6. What do you think would be the psychological effect of being excommuni
cated? What would be t he effect of excommunication upon the excommu
nicated person' s social, c ivic and economic relationships? What is your 
opinion about the use of ecclesiastical penalties such as the interdict for 
secular purposes ? 

7. How important, do y ou believe, were the sacraments . to the structure and 
power of the medieval chur ch? to the piety of the individual believer? 
How valuable do you fe el they a re today ? f-Iow many sacraments do you 
believe a church should have? / 



Unit V, Lecture 4 

The Medieval Synthesis 

I. The impact of Aristotelianism 

A. The Islamic and Jewish Aristotelians 
B. The introduction of Aristotle into the vVest 
C. The Latin Averroists 
D. Reaction against Aristotelianism 
E. The attitude of Aquinas towards Aristotle 

II. The Thorn istic synthesis 

A. Nature and grace 
B. Faith and reason 
C. The existence of God 
D. The nature of God 

-~ Creation 

UI~ Some critical questions about the Thomistic synthesis 

IV. The medieval synthesis in the writings of Dante 



Unit V, Colloquium 4 

Scholasticism - Thomas Aquinas 

T homas A,quina. s.~~ Summ a Contra Gentiles : Book I, Chapters 3-7; Book III, 
Part I. Chapters 1 and 37 and Book IV, Chapter 54, Readings I, VII-5-lff. 
Thomas Aquinas, Sum.ma Theologica: First section of Second Part, Q. 91, 
articles 1-4, Re adings I, VII-5-16ff. 

I. Thomas speaks of divine truth which natural reason can attain and divine 
truth w·hich natural reason cannot attain.. vVhat questions about these 
hvo sor t s of truth and about their relat ion does he raise, and how does 
he ans\ver these que stions? 

2. In what sense is Thornas trying to a r gue , in S.C. G .. I, 6, for the 
"reasonableness" of Christian faith ? How well does he succeed? 

3 . What doe s Thomas mean in saying that God is the "lVIaker and Lord" and 
the "End and Ruler" of all things? "Of course, the result of this rule" 
(rule of God) nis manifested differently in different beings, depending 
on the diversity of their natur es." Explain. 

4 .. What does Thomas hold to b e the ultimate human good? How does he 
argue for hi s view? What does he hold to be the relation of other human 
goods to the ultimate one? Compare Thomas's view· of the ultimate good 
with the view of Aristotle, and with views found in the Bible. 

5 .. .A.ccording to Thomas, what things were accomplished by the Incarnation? 

6. What does Thomas u nderstand to be the. nature of eternal law, natural 
law, human law and divine law? How are the four related? What parallels 
can you find in the selection on divine truth from the Summa Contra 
Gentiles and the selection on la\v from the Summa Theologica? Do both 
selections illustrate the thetne, "grace perfects nature""? How? 

7. There are a good many philosophers and theologians even today who can 
be called Thom ists or Neo·-Thom i.sts because their work continues in the 
tradition of Thomas Aquinas' thought. This latter-day "Thomistic" thought 
often tries to make adjustments to accommodate ideas and knowledge that 
have come to light since Thomas' day. \Vhat element or elements do you 
find in \Vhat you have read that could make Thomas' work still relevant , 
(perhaps with ad justrnent s ) even today? 

8. A. C. Peg is says that Summa Contra Gentile s is a "manual of Christian 
doctrine int ended for the use of Christian missionaries in Spain," (where 
there were IVIusl ims often well-versed in Aristotle). If this is correct, 
does it help to explain the following facts: 1) that biblical citations come toward 
the ends of the chapters in Book I, 2) that Thomas discusses sin and atonement 
only toward the end of his treatment of the benefits of the Incarnation in 

t --BooK: IV, Chapter 54? 



THOMAS AQUINAS 

Commentary on Boethius' 
"On the Trinity" 

A Selection. 

"The gifts of grace are added to nature in such J 
a manner that they do not remove it but perfect it. 
So it is with the light of faith that is infused in 
us gratuitously: it does not destroy the light of 
natural knowledge with which we are by nature en
dowed. Now, although the natural light. of , the -human 
mi nd does not suffice for the manifestati on of the:· 
things that are made manifest by fai th ;tt)ret it is · 
impossible that what is divinely taught to us by 
faith , be contrary to the things with which we are 
endowed by nature. For one or the other would then 
have to be false, and, since both ·come .to us from 
God, God would be to us an author of: falsehood, 
which is impossible. Rather, the si t uation is this. 
Since within the imperfect there is a certain imi
tation of what is perfect, though an incomplete one, 
in what is known through natural knowledge there is 
a certain likeness of what is taught to us by faith. 

"Now just as Sacred Teaching is founded on the 
light of faith, so philosophy is founded . on the 
natural light of reason. It is therefore impossible 
that what belongs to philosophy be contrary to what 
belongs to faith; it rather falls short of it. It 
contains, however, certain likenesses of what belongs 
t o f aith, and certain preambles to -it, as nature is 
a preamble to grace. And if in what the.- philosophers 
have said we come upon something that is contrary 
t o faith, this does not belong to philosophy but is 
rather an abuse of philosophy arising from a defect 
i n reason. It is therefore possible for the prin
ci ples of philosophy to refute such an error by 
showing either that it is absolutely impossible! or 
that it is not necessary.2 For just as what belongs 
to f aith cannot be proved demonstratively , so cer
t ain notions contrary to these cannot be shown 
demonstratively to be wrong but can be shown not to 
be necessary. 

"Thus, therefore, in Sacr ed Teaching we can use 
philosophy in a threefold way. 

"First, we can use it to demonstrate the pre
ambles of faith, which are necessary in the science 
of faith. as being the things that are proved of God 
by natural arguments, e.g., that God exis t s, that 
God is one, or similar propositi ons concerning God 
or creatures that faith proposes as having been 
proved in philosophy. 

~ . ' . : 

. . .. ' . ~ 



"Second, we can use philosophy to make known 
through certain likenesses what belongs to faith, 
as Augustine in his book On the Trinity uses many 
l i kenesses drawn from the~eachings of the phi
losophers to explain the Trinity. 

"Third, we can use philosophy to oppose what 
i s said against faith, either by showing that these 
things are false or by showing that they are not 
necessary. 

"However, those who use philosophy in Sacred 
Scripture can err in a twofold way. In one way, 
by using the things that are contrary to faith, as 
did Origen, which are not a part of philosophy but 
are rather an error or an abuse of philosophy. In 
another way, so as to enclose what belongs to faith 
under the limits of philosophy, as if one should 
wish to believe nothing except what can be acquired 
through philosophy, when, on the contrary, philosophy 
should be reduced to the limits of faith, according 
to the words of the Apostle: 'bringing into cap
tivity every understanding unto the obedience of 
Christ'" (II Corinth. X,S). 

Notes: 1) " ... impossible"--i.e.,prove the opposite 
(e.g.,with would-be proof that there 
is no God, prove that there ~s a God.) 

2) " ... not necessary"--i.e.,prove that the 
claim is not (and cannot be?) proved, 
without being able to prove the oppo
site (e.g.,Aristotle claimed to prove 
the world had no beginning. Aquinas 
claims to show that there is no 
philosophical proof either way.) 



THOMAS AQUINAS 

Sermon on the Creed 

"Hhy One Should Believe" 

Someone may say: 0 Isn't it stupid to believe what 
is not seen ; shouldn't we refuse to believe things 
that are not seen?" 

In answering this, I say first of all that the 
imperfection of our understanding t akes away the 
forc e of this difficulty. As a matter of fact, if 
man could kno"tv perfectly all things visible and in
v is ible, it would be stupid to believe what we do 
not s ee. However , our kno~;-vledge is so imperfect 
t ha t no philosopher has ever been able to make a 
perfect i nvestigation of the nature of one fly. We 
read t hat a certain philosopher spent thirty years 
in solitude, so that he might study the nature of a 
bee . If our intellect is so feeble, then, isn ' t it 
s tupi d to refuse to believe anything about God, other 
t han what man can know by himself? And so, against 
t his objec t ion it is sta ted in Job 36:26 : Behold 
God is Grea t, exceeding our knowledge. 

I n t he second place, it can be replied that if 
some master teacher said something within the area 
of h i s O'tvn science and if some unlearned person said 
that t h is mas t er's teaching was not so because he 
did not understand it, one might grant that this 
pe rson would be considered rather stupid. Now, i t 
is obvious that an angel'f? understand ing surpasses 
the in t ellect of the grea t est philosopher far more 
than does the intellect of t he great philosopher in 
relat ion t o that of the unlearned man. So, the rea
s on o f the philosopher i s unwise if he refuses to 
beli.eve what the angels say, and much more so if he 
refuses c redence to what God says. Again, against 
this ob j ec.tion stands the statement in Ecclus. 3:25 : 
For many t hings are sho\<;rn to thee above the under
standing of men. 

Thirdly, it can be answered that if man refused 
to believe anything unless he knew it himself, then 
it would be quite impossible to live in this world. 
How could a person live, if he did not believe s ome
one? How could he even accept the fact that a cer
tain man i s his father ? Indeed, a man has to believe 
someone in r egard to those things that he cannot know 
by himself. But no one is a s worthy of belief as 
God is. Hence, those who do not believe the state
ments o f the faith are not wise; rather, they are 
foolish and proud; as the Apostle says (I Tim. 6:4): 
He is proud, knmving nothing. For this reason he 
also sai d ( II Tim. 1: 12 ): I know whom I have believed, 
and I am c er tain; and Ecclus. 2:8 reads: Ye that fear 
the Lord , believe Him. 



In the fourth place, one may also reply that 
God proves that the teachings of the faith are true. 
Suppose a king sent a letter stamped with his own 
seal, no one would dare deny that this letter had 
been sent with the king's approval. Now, it is 
clear that all the things that the saints believed 
concerning the faith of Christ, which they have 
handed down to us, are marked with God's seal. 
This seal is manifested by those works which no 
mere creature can perform. These are the miracles 
whereby Christ confirmed the statements of the 
Apostles and the saints. 

If you object that no one has seen miracles 
occurring, I can give an answer to that. It is 
well known, in fact, that the whole world used to 
worship idols and to persecute Christ's faith. 
To this even the histories written by pagans give 
testimony. Today, however, all are converted to 
Christ--the wise men, the nobles, the rich, the 
powerful, and the great--all are converted to the 
preaching of those who are simple and poor, of 
those few men who preach Christ. Now, this was 
either accomplished miraculously, or it was not. 
If done miraculously, the point is proved. If 
not, then I say that there could be no greater 
miracle than this fact, that the whole world was 
converted without miracles. So, we need not look 
for anything else. Hence, no one should doubt 
concerning the faith; rather, he ought to believe 
things pertinent to faith more than what he sees; 
for man's sight can be deceived but God's knowledge 
is never mistaken. 



Unit V, Lecture 5 

Dante 

I. Dante's roots in Florentine culture and politics 

A. The Florentine setting 
B. Literary currents affecting Dante 
C. Beatrice and La Vita Nuova 

II. Scheme of the Comedy 

A. The journey 
B. Architectonics 
C. Levels of meaning 

III. IVioral persuasiveness of the Comedy; poetic eloquence and i1 ben 
d' inteletto 

A. Ulustrations from the Inferno 
B. illustrations from the Purgatorio 
C. illustrations from the Paradiso 



Unit V, Colloquium 5 

Dante, The Divine Comedy, Cantos 1-5, 7-8, 17 and 34 of Hell, Cantos 10-11, 
30-31 of Purgatory, and Cantos 3 and 33 of Paradise, Readings I, VII-6-lff. 

Why was Virgil chosen to be Dante's guide and what are his strengths and 
weaknesses in that capacity? 

,. 
~ Why does Dante accept the existence of hell as necessary and proper? 

3. Why is Filippo Argenti (Canto 8) deeper in hell than Francesca da Rimini 
(Canto 5)? 

4. How is fraud symbolically depicted in hell? (Canto 17 of Hell) 

5. Why is Satan in the center of the earth? Did he choose to be there? 
Does Dante feel admiration or sympathy for him? Do you? 

6. Why are the Annunciation and King David's dancing nude before the ark 
depicted in Canto 10 of Purgatory? 

7. What evidence suggests that Oderisi of Gubbio has made progress in 
overcoming his sinful condition? (Canto 11 of Purgatory) 

8. How does Piccarda Donati respond when Dante asks whether she would 
like to be higher in paradise? (Canto 3 of Paradise} 

9. What are the two main features of Dante's vision of God in the final canto 
of the poem? 

10. How does Dante's poem reveal the medieval attitude toward human 
responsibility, the order of the universe, and the need for grace? 



1. The Renaissance 

Lecture 1 

Colloquium 1 

UNIT VI 

RENAISSANCE MAN 

ASSIGNMENTS 

The Meaning of the Renaissance 

Harrison and Sullivan, Chapter 26, "The Rise of 
National States," 318-329 and Chapter 28, "The 
Renaissance: Italy," 340-350. 

Renaissance Man 

Cellini, B., Autobiography, Readings II, VIII-1 - lff. 
Machiavelli, The Prince, Readings II, VIII - 1-15ff . 

2. The Renaissance Outlook 

Lecture 2 

Colloquium 2 

The Scholar in Society 

Harrison and Sullivan, Chapter 29, "The Renaissance : 
North," 351-360. 

lVIcNei.ll, J. T., Makers of the Christian Tradition, 
Chapter V, "The Glorious Company of Teachers," 
pp. 136-142. 

Renaissance Hurnanism 

Petrarca, ''The Ascent of Mont Ventoux," Cass irer, E ., 
(ed. et al) The Renaissance Philosophy of Man, 
pp. 36-46. 

Pico della Mirandola, "On the Dignity of Man, " 
Readings II, VIII-2-5ff. 

Erasmus, In Praise of Folly, Readings II, VIII- 2 - 8ff . 
Rabelais, Gargantua and Pantagruel, Readings II, VIII-2- lff.. 



UNIT VI 

SELF SUFFICIENT MAN: THE RENAISSANCE 

The Renaissance began in Italy. The Crusades had opened the way for an 
increased contact with the Bysantine empire and the Orient. This in turn facili
tated commerce 1 which w"as instrumental .in es tablishing a money economy and hi 
causing an increased development of cities in the Italian peninsula. Italian city
states were sources for Renaissance ideas. As the v\lealth and power of the urban 
merchant class inc rea sed, the influence of the ecclesiastical hierarchy was dimin
ished. Schism in the church and political ma neuvers, leading even to the captivity 
of the Pope 1 hurt the prestige of the Papacy. As corruption within the church became 
more widely known I Europeans felt justified in embracing a growing spirit of secu
larism and nationalism. 

The interest of scholars turned to the wrl.tings of antiquity, in which they found 
an approach which came to be called humanism. Since men of wealth served as 
patrons for their work I scholars vvere enabled to move out of the more rigid frame
work of church-oriented activities~ and, in particula r , to leave the philosophical 
viewpoint of medieval scholasticism. This new freedom gave opportunity to a man 
like Boccaccio to produce a light-hearted and rather coarsely realistic secular liter
ature. That was but one form of humanism, however. Petrarch represents another 
hum:anistic response. He found in the classical wrtters paragons of li~erary excel
lence 1 but he stayed close to the Christian ideal s and tradition. To all inquiring 
minds of the period I the classical influence opened \-vhole new fields of knowledge. 
Some I of course I became such slaves to the new fad that their reliance upon antique 
form and content throttled their creativity. By and large, however, the result was 
originality; for Renaissance man, having been released from restrictions, was not 
easily bound for long to the cultures of ancient Greece and Rome. 

Artists of the period moved from the symbolic 1 more abstract characteristics 
of medieval representation to a nev.;ly realistic portrayal of man and nature. A 
religious motif continued to dominate their vvork, but the emphasis. upon naturalism 
at times overshadowed the religious themes. Giotto, a contemporary of Dante, 
foreshadowed the new art. Masaccio (1402- 29) led the v;ay in solving the problems 
of perspective and color; but it was in the early part of the sixteenth century that 
the highest point of Renaissance art was reached. Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael and 
Michelangelo are the brightest luminaries in a century of artistic greatness. Their 
guiding principles were beauty and harmony, and they utilized these to depict the 
glory of nature and of man. In sculpture also these principles were employed. 
Donatello' s St. John the Baptist and Michelangelo's Moses illustrate the vibrant 
realism sou9ht by the Renaissance sculptors. 

The Renais.sance was more slow in coming to Northern r::urope. Its flowering 
there in the sixteenth century was due to the influence of Italian humanists. The 
Northern humanism, however, did not go so far in moving a way from the Christian 
faith as did the Italian. Interest in the North c entered in a return to the original 
languages of the Scriptures. Men like Reuchlin, Lefevre d' Etaples, Co let and 
Erasmus led in attacking the now sterile scholastic theology and the various f9rms 
of corruption of the ecclesiastical establishment. Jn France Calvin and Montaigne, 
though quite different theologically, both united huma nistic learning with religious 
fervor. Rabelais follov1ed more the pa ttern set by Boccaccio. Spenser's Faerie 
Queen and Shakespeare's dramas marked th e high po).nt of the English Renaissance. 



Unit VI , Supplemental Reading 

The Renaissance 

The student is directed to the bibliography at the end of Chapters 29 and 30 
in Harrison and Sullivan. 

Berenson 1 Bernard, Italian Painters of the Renaissance (196 7). A comprehen
sive account in three volumes by a renowned scholar. 

Butterfield 1 H. I The Statecraft of Machiavelli (1940). An account by an 
eminent historian of science and philosopher of history. 

Ferguson 1 W. K. , The Renaissance in Historical Thought (1948) . A study 
of the meaning of the Renaissance. · 

Ragelais I Gargantua and Pantagruel (1969). Racy and rambling novel by 
one of the Renaissance makers of the French language. 

Roeder I Ralph I The Man of the Renaissance (1933). Beautifully written 
account of four Renaissance figures who illustrate phases of the moral 
life of their age. · 

Ross, J. B., The Portable Renaissance Reader (1949). Selections from 
Renaissance authors. 



C liAi(T G~ , L~'J\ T .j l\ N J\ ND PRE- REFORlVIA'i 'IOt'J C Ht tC H DEVELOP~-1ENTS 

Po liti.£~ 

1300 Rise of national monarchies in 

1400 

1500 

England and France 

Beginnings of the Hundred Years' 
War (1337-1453) 

Black death (1348) 
Pee sant revolt 

ComJYlercial expansion of Italy 
German knights in the Baltic 
Lithuanian-Polish state 
Ottoman Turks in the Balkans 

Lanca strians in England 
Henry V in F ranee 
Joan of Arc {143 0) 

Turks take Constantinople (1453) 
End of the Hundred Years' War 

War of the Roses in England 
Charles VII, Loui s XI rebuild 
France 

Tudors in England (1485-1603) 
Portugese exploration around Africa 
Columbus discove rs America 
Lorenzo de Medici (1478-1492) 
Charles VIII invades Italy (1494) 
Ferdinand and Isabella expell 
Moors and Jews 

FOR THE REFORNtATION PERlOD, 
SEE NEXT CHART 

Ita lia n Re na is - Italia __ n Rena i s s u1ce 
Church sa nce Literature Art""a nd rvru s ic 

Boniface VIII vs. Edward I Dante 
and Philip IV Petrarch 

Papacy to Avignon (1308) Boccacio 
Babylonian Captivity (1308-77) 
John XXII (1316-1334), taxation 
and struggle against Emperor 
Marsiglia of Padua 
William of Ockham 

Mystics: Eckhart, Tau}er 
Wycliffe - the Lollards 
English Bible 

Schism in the papacy (13 78-1415) 

Conciliar movement to end Schism: Early humanists: 
Gerson, Nicholas of Cusa · Valla 
Council of Constance {1414-18) Poggio 
Burning of Russ Vives 

Other councils to 1460 Ficino 

Thomas a Kern pis, Imitation of 
Christ (1441) 

Pico della 
Mirandola 

Poliziano 
Niccoli 

Savonarola (d. 1498) Florentine 
Some early Renaissance Po pes: Academy (Plato) 
Nicholas V (144 7-55) -Vatican library 
Sixtus IV (1471-84)-Sistine chapel 
Alexander VI (1492 -1503) 

Machiavelli 
(The Prince, 
1514) 

Castiglione 

Cervantes 

Transitional to 
Renaissance 
Giotto 

Developing Renaissa nc e 
Mas<:'ccio, 
Uccello , 
Fra Ange lico, 
Fra Fpippo Lippi , 
Bottice ll i , 
Verrocc hio , 
Dona tello, 
Piero de lla Franc e sca 

High Renaissanc e 
Leonardo da Vinci 
(d. 1519) 

Raphael 
Michelangelo 
Titian 

Mannerism: Michel~ngeln 
Tintoretto 

Palestrina (Music) 

FOR NORTHERN HUMANISM, SEE NEXT CHART 



Unit VI, Lecture 1 

The Meaning of the Renaissance 

Io Introduction 

A. The 11Renaissance 11 scarcely a period of nrebirth 11 

1 o The Middle Ages not completely dark 
2 () Learning not actually born ane\V 

B. An era of "intellectual quickeningfT 

II. The Renaissanc e as a part of a general ferment 

A. A period of economic change: the Commercial Revolution 

1. The age of discovery, exploration, and colonization 
2. The expansion of trade, the use of money in exchange, 

and the growth of banking 

B. A period of political change: the rise of nationalism 
C. A period of religious change: the Reformation 
D. A period of intellectual change: the Renaissance 

IIL Man's interests during the Renaissance 

A. The shift from the Medieval religious emphasis 

1. The Commercial Revolution as evidence of interest in material 
things 

2. The Reformation's unintended secular emphasis 
3o The invention of printing: scholarship outside the church 

B. The development of individualism 

1 () The role of Petrarch and Erasmus 
2. The growth of the spirit of confident inquiry: 

Copernicus and Gal ileo 
3. Confident self-expression in art 

Co Traits of Renassance man 

IV. The aspects of the Renaissance 

A. R.egressive and progressive aspects 

1. Looking backward toward Greece and Rome 
2 o Looking forward toward the modern era 

Bo Medieval aspects 
C. Modern aspects 



Unit VI, Colloquium 1 

Renaissance Man 

Cellini, Autobiography, Readings II, VIII -1-lff. 
Machiavelli, The Prince, Readings II, VIII-1-15ff. 

1. Who were some of Cellini's teachers? How would you describe his attitude 
toward them, toward his rivals, and toward his patrons ? 

2. What are some of the characteristics which distinguish a Renaissance man 
from a Medieval or a Modern man? How do Cellini and Machiavelli 
exemplify these characteristics? 

3. What is the purpose of lVfachiavelli's The Prince? How would you judge it 
from the standpoint of a concern for morality in government ? 

4. Why does l\1achiavelli think it is better for a prince to be feared than loved? 

5. Do you think Cellini is more proud of birth or of accomplishment? For a 
man of Renaissance how important was noble birth? What advantages or 
disadvantages does this have today? Should one be humble about one's 
achievements ? 

6. Does Machiavelli's low opinion of man's nature suggest his reasons for 
-. advocating an absolute rule ? Do believers in democracy have a high opinion 

of man's nature? 

7. Can a head of state follow the ethical code expected of a private citizen? 



Unit VI, Lecture 2 

The Scholar in Society 

I. Humanism 

A. The term defined 

1. As an historical occurrence 
2. As a philosophical perspective 

B. The historical occurrence and its antecedents 
C. Northern and Southern Humanism 

II. The conflict of traditions 

A. The debate of the Plat on ists and the Aristotelians 

1. The revival of Plato (the Academy of Florence) 
(a major exponent: 1\/Iarsilio Ficino, 1433-1499) 

2. The revival of Aristotle (the University of Padua) 
(a major exponent: Georgius of Trebizond, 1396-1484) 

a. The Averroists (an exponent: Alexander Achillini., d. 151 8 ) 
b. The Alexandrists (an ex~onent: Pietro Pomponazzi, 1462-152 .. J ) 

B. The revival of other Greek philosophies 

III. Humanism and church doctrine 

A. Scholastic Thorn ism and Augustine 
B. Humanism and the Reformation 

IV. Themes within the humanist philosophy 

A. Freedom 
B. Natural isn1 and natural science 
C. Historical p e r s pective 
D. Religion 



Unit VI, Colloquium 2 

Renaissance Ifumanism 

Petrarca, "The Ascent of Mont Ventoux," Cassirer, E., et al., (eds. ), 
The Renaissance Philosophy of Man, 36-46. --

Pico della Mirandola, "on the Dignity of 1\'Ian, " Readings II, VIII -2 -5ff. 
Erasmus, The Praise of Folly, Readings II, VIII-2-8ff. 
Rabelais, Gargantua and Pantagruel, Readings II, VIII-2-lff. 

1. What lessons does Petrarca derive from his climb up 1V[ont Ventoux? 
\Vhat does the account reveal about Petrarca as an example of 
"Renaissance man?" 

2. Compare Petrarca's view of human nature with that of Fico. Which is 
further removed from medieval ideas? How so? 

3. According to Erasmus, what prevents Reason from guiding men to 
proper action? What is Erasmus' estimate of women? 

4. List the foremost instances of Folly among men. What particular 
follies are found among persons of royalty? Among the ecclesiastical 
authorities? What do you take to be Erasmus' purpose in Praise of 
Folly? Compare his view with Pi co 1 s 

5. Harrison and . Sullivan describe Rabela.is as follows: "Babelais was a 
rene grade priest, a bored physic ian, and a loving student of the 
classics .. n (p. 335) What details for the building of the tnonastery 
reflect his critique of churchly moral standards and his admiration of 
classical learning? 

6. Of the six repr esentatives of the Renaissance we have read, which do 
you think most clearly exemplif ies the Renaissance s pirit? Which seem s 
to you to be the closes t to contempora r y culture? 

7. How modern was t he Renais s ance? 

8 . Is it possible to b e a "Renais s ance person in our contemporary world? 



1. Lutheranism 

Lecture 1 

Colloquium 1 

2. Calvinism 

Lecture 2 

Colloquium 2 

3. Anglicanism 

Lecture 3 

Colloquium 3 

UNIT VII 

THE REFORIVIATION 

ASSIGNlVfENTS 

lVIartin Luther and Religious Freedom 

Harrison and Sullivan, Chapter 30, "The Protestant 
Reformation, " 361-3 71. 

Here I Stand: Luther 1 s Case 

Luther, M., 11Address to the German Nobility,'' 
Readings II, LX -1-7ff. 

Luther, M., "A Treatise on Christian Lib.erty," 
Readings II, IX-1-lff. 

John Calvin: Reformed Theologian 

1\IIcNeill, J. T., l\r1akers of the Christian Tradition, 
Chapter VII, "The Goodly Fellowship of the Reformers." 

.John Calvin: The Sovereignty of God 

Calvin, J., Institutes of the Christian Feligion, Book III, 
Chapter VIII, "summary of the Christian Life. Self 
Denial" and Chapter X, "The Right Use of the 
Present Life and Its Supports, " and Book IV, Chapter 
XX, "On Civil Government," Readings II, IX-2-lff. 

The Engl ish Reformation 

Harrison and Sullivan, Chapter 33, "The Challenge to 
Absolutism: Engl and and the Dutch Netherlands," 
396-408. 

Two Classic Statements of English Protestanism 

Hooker, R. , Of Laws of Eccl esia.stical Polity, Columbia 
Source Book (CSB), Volume I, 1st Edition, 532-539 
(3rd ed., 759-766. 

Bunyan, J., Pilgrim's Progress, r e ad up to Christian's 
arrival at the house of Prudence,· Piety, and Charity. 



4. Religious Warfare and the Catholic Reformation 

Lecture 4 

Colloquium 4 

Religious Wars and the Religious Settlement 

Harrison and Sullivan, Chapter 31, "The Roman 
Catholic Reformation, n 372-383 and "Retr ospect," 
315-316. ' 

The Renewal of Catholicism 

Bettenson, llicuments of the Christian Church$ 363-366 . 
The Canons and Decrees of the Council of Trent, 

R.eadings II, IX-4-lff. 
Papal Bull approving the Jesuits, 1540, Readings II, 

IX-4-10ff. 
St. John of the Cross, "The Nature of Union With God: 

An Illustration," Readings II, IX-4-13. 

5. Special Lecture : John Milton 



Unit VII 

THE REFOR1VTATION 

Like the Renaissance, the Reformation has its roots deep in Medieval 
Europe. In fact, it is impossible to understand either movement without 
taking the other into consideration. Just as modern historians have dis
covered "renaissance rr movements far back in the 1\t'Iiddle Ages, so church 
historians recognize "reformation" in the work of many leaders of \Vestern 
Christianity from Augustine of Hippo and Benedict of J:Jurs ia, to Francis of 
Assisi and John Wycliffe. IVTany of these leaders vrere able to work within 
the Medieval Church, but some movem ents like the Waldenses, the Cathari, 
and the Lollards were branded as heretical and were relentlessly persecuted. 

The Reformation was, in a considerable measure, a revival of the faith 
and vitality of early Christianity, just as the Renaissance looked for its 
ideals and models to the achievements of classical civilization. Significantly, 
when the final flowering of the Renaissance produced men like 1\lrichelangelo, 
Leonardo da Vinci and Erasmus, the Western Church was led in what we call 
"The Reformation" by towering figures like Martin Luther, Huldreich Zwingli 
and John Calvin. 

The Protestant Reformation led to a radical break with the Roman Catholic 
Church, although: this had not been its original intent. On the other hand, the 
"Counter-Reformation" within the Church of Rome sought not only to halt and 
turn back the advances of Protestantism but to strengthen discipline and purify 
morals within the framework of the traditional church. 

Luther's reformation movement would become much more than a reaction 
against abuses of the papacy. He turned to the Scriptures as the sole basis 
of authority in the church. Man, he proclaimed in flan1 ing tracts, is justified 
by faith alone. Good works are the result and not the source of faith. Any 
man may approach God directly without the assistance of a priest. Even so, 
Luther was very conservative on social and political issues and looked with 
horror on the political and religious excesses of the peasants' revolt of 1525 
and the Anabaptist movement, calling down the wrath of the civil government 
on their heads. 

While Lutheranism dominated the German and Scandinavian countries, a 
second tradition was to take hold among the Swiss, Dutch and Scots. This 
"Reformed" tradition, begun under the leadership of Zwingli, found its classic 
expression in the theological writings of John Calvin. Sympathetic to the 
Lutheran reform, it differed largely in its more radical break with the prac
tices of Roman Cathol i.e worship and in its adoption of a presbyterian -type 
ecclesiastical polity, where laity and clergy participate in a representative 
type of church government. Calvin's Institutes, written as was the Su~ of, 
Thomas Aquinas to instruct the laity, ranks among the great theological 
treatises of the Christian church. 

In England the question of church reform had become a major issue in the 
fourteenth century, but the reform movement led by John Wycli.ffe was driven 



underground by severe persecution. Lollardy, as tre m ovement was called, 
live d on unt il the s ixteenth century. It combin ed with two majo r historic al 
forces: t h e pol itical reformat ion begun by Henry VIII wh ich l e d to a pe r m a
nent bre ak wit h the Rom an Ch urc h ; and t he s t r ong influenc e of Calv inis m , 
im porte d f rom the Cont inent, c hiefly by r e t urning ex iles who had fl e d the 
brief an d tyra nn ical r e storation of Roman Cathol icism under Mary Tudor . 
Although Calvinism was t o shape t h e t he ology of An gl ican isn1 unt il t he nine 
te enth c entur y, it was t he polit ical r efo r m a tion begun by Henry a nd for n1alized 
by the E liz abetha n Settl ement that r eally triumphed . \iV ith the Gl orious R e volu
tion of 1688 pa rliamentary cont rol of church affairs was f ixed unt il the twen t ieth 
century. 

The Reform ation within the Roman Catholic Church, was stirn ulate·d though 
not caused by the Protestant Reform ation. It sa\v the de velopment of ne w orders 
such as the Society of Jesus, found e d by Ignatius Loyola, and th e Capuchins, b e 
gun by lVIatteo di Bassi. .Expanded influence of mystics like St. T e resa of Avila 
or St. John of the Cross was instrumental in deepening the spirituality of the 
Roman Church. The Council of Trent demonstrated the dual purpose of the 
Counter-R eformation. It m e t for a pe riod of eighteen years, from 1545-1563, 
and soon gave evidence that any hope for a common s e ttling of the differences 
existing in We stern Christianity was in vain. The dogma of the Roman Church 
was explicitly affirmed with no room for reconciliation with Protestantism. On 
the other hand, marked reforms we re adopted which would tighten e cclesiastical 
control and reaffirm the hi.gh moral standard of the Roman Catholic Church. 

George M. Apperson 



Unit VII, Supplemental Readings 

Bainton, Roland H., Here I Stand: A Life of Martin Luther (1950). 
Readable and corrtplete life of the first leader of the Reformation. 

Collinson, Patrick, The Elizabethan Puritan Movement (1967). Outstanding 
research and analysis. The best work in the field to date. 

Dickens, A. G., The Age of Humanism and Reformation (l972)". ~ -: A brief 
but outstanding presentation of European history from the fourteenth 
through the sixteenth centuries. 

Dickens, A. G., The Counter Reformation (1968). A clear and unbiased 
presentation by a Protestant. 

Dickens, E. VI. •. T., The Crucible of Love (1963). On St. Teresa and the 
mystics. 

Grimm, · Harold J., The Reformation Era (1973). An excellent account reflecting 
recent scholarship. 

Haller, William, The Rise of Puritanism {1957). This book describes Puritanism 
by extensive use of written materials by the Puritans themselves. 

Harbison, E. H., The Age of Reformation (1955). An interpretive survey by a 
distinguished historian of the Reformation. 

Jeden, Hubert, History of the Council of Trent (1957, 1961). A great work 
of scholarship. 

Koeni.gsburger, H. G., Estates and Revolutions (1971). Essays on the 
background and consequences of the Reformation. 

McNeill, John T., The History and. Character of Calvinism (1954). The 
outstanding work on Calvin and Calvinism. 

Pauck, Wilhelm, The Heritage of the Reformation (1950). A group of 
outstanding studies, chiefly on Luther, Bucer and · Calvin. 

Schwiebert, E. G., Luther and His Times (1950). Th~ best study availabl_e 
for understanding the reformer and the background against which he worked. 

\Vendel, Francois, Calvin - -The Origin and DevelopiT).ent of His Religious Thought 
(1950). Essential reading for anyone interested ih ·the mind of the reformer. 

-; - , . 

. . 

Vvacox, Donald, In Search of God and Self, Renaissance and Reformation Thought 
(1974). An outstanding survey of the era that treats the Renaissance and 
Reformation as parallel but distinct movements, showing the interrelationships. 

;villiams, George H., The Radical Reformation (1962). Thorough examination 
of Anabaptism and other elements of the "left-wing" of the Reformation. 
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CHART X. REFORMATION AND NORTHERN RENAISSANCE 

Politics and Exploration 
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Balboa discovers the Pacific - 1513 
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Unit VIIY Lecture 1 

IVIartin Luther and Religious Freedom 

I. Background of the Reformation in Germany 

A. Political disunity 
B. Social unrest 
C. Humanism 
D. Religion 

1. Secularization of the church 
2. Superstition 
3. Personal piety 

II. Martin Luther (1483-1546) 

A. Early life and education 
B. The monk and his conscience 
C. Preacher and professor 
D. The problem of indulgences 
E. The Ninety-five Theses 
F. The Leipzig debate 
G. Treatises of 1520 
H. Condemnation by the church 
I. Condemnation by the state: Diet of Worms 
J. His protector: Frederick. Elector of Saxony 
K. Wartburg experience 
L. Implications of the movement 

III. Basic Reformation emphases 

A. Justification by faith 
B. Authority of the Scriptures 
C. Universal priesthood of believers . 
D. The vocation of the Christian believer 



Unit VII, Colloquium 1 

"Here I Stand": Luther's Case 

Luther, IV£., "Address to the German Nobility," Readings, IX-1-7ff. 
Luther, M., "A Treatise on Christian Liberty," Readings, IX-1-lff. 

1. Does it make any difference in the understanding of this document to 
know that it was an °open letter?" To \Vhom was it addressed? What 
evidences do you find in the letter of ideas which would enlist the sup
port of those to whon1 it was addressed? 

2. For what purpose did the "Romanists" bu-ild their three walls? Identify 
the walls and judge their effectivenes s . Note carefully how the walls 
are broken down. What basic Protestant convictions can you identify in 
the document? 

3. Compare the use of the phrase characters indelebiles (p. 49) with its 
use in Eugenius IV's discussion of the sacraments in Exultate Deo, 
(Readings, VII-4-1 ). What is the difference between a priest and a 
layman? What is the "priesthood of all believers? Where does Luther 
find the authori:f;y for the statements he makes in the "Open Letter"? 

4. Distinguish between the "commands and promises" God has given. What 
are the purposes of each? 

5. "If faith does all things and is alone sufficient unto righteousness" why 
are good works needed? Is Luther involved in a contradiction? 

6. Try to explain in your own words how a man "becomes righteous through 
faith" rather than by good deeds (Justification by faith)6 According to 
Luther's understanding of faith and ethics is a n1an really free, or is he 
bound? 



Unit VIL. Lecture 2 

John Calvin : R efor m ed T heologian 

I. The man 

A. Youth and educat ion 
B. Conversion and \Vrit ing of the Institutes of the Christian Religion 
C. Farel and the firs t Geneva experience 
D. Strasbourg interlude and marriage 
E. Return to Geneva 

II. The theologian 

A. Theological ancestry 
B. Some centr al doctrines 

III. The statesman 

A. Church and state under God 
B.. Political. economic, educational and social concerns 

IV. The international reformer --the significance of Calvin 

A. Outstanding second-gene ration r efo rmer 

1. His ecurnenical concern 
2. Ffis intellectual influence 

B. Influence of Calvinis m 



Unit VII, Colloquium 2 

John Calvin: The Sovereignty of God 

Calvin, J., Institutes of the Christian Religion, Book III, Ch. VII, rrSummary 
of the Christian Life. Self Denial" and Ch. X, nThe Right Use of the 
Present Life and its Supports,'' and Book IV, Ch. XX, "On Civil Govern
ment," Readings, IX-2-lff. 

1. According to Calvin how does the r elat ionship of man to God determine 
what man's proper actions are? If a man does not belong to God, to 
what then does he belong? \\That diffe rences does it make whether he 
does belong to God or not? 

2 • For Calvin the sovereignty of God means that we have "to do with God 
every moment" of our life (IX -2-2}. Does t his restrain a man or make 
him more free? If so, from what does this fact restrain a man? 

3. What responsibility comes ·with the s pecial advantages that life has 
brought to us? Do you agree vtith Calvin on how charity should be dis.; 
pensed? (IX-2..:3) 

4. Does Calvin permit revolution? What recourse do men have when evil 
rulers oppress them? 

5. Is Calvin puritanical? vVhat is the difference between a job and one's 
vocation? In Calvin's thought what r elation does the idea of vocation 
bear to the sovereignty of God? to the fulfillment of man's essential 
selfhood? 

6. What forms of civil government does Calvin recognize? Which does he 
prefer? Is it inconsistent that a man who believes in the sovereignty of 
God should have a high regard for de mocracy? Explain. 

7.. Will Herberg, an American s oc iologist of religion, has reported that most 
Americans {as indicated in a s ur vey) believe that they actually fulfill the 
law of "love thy neighbor as thyself rr in their daily lives. Calvin (IX-2-2) 
says it is an extremely d ifficult th ing to do. Are Americans moral geniuses 
or is Calvin v.rrong? "What do y ou think ? 



Unit VII, L ecture 3 

The English Reformation 

I. T he roots of the .Engl ish r eformation 

A. J ohn Wycliffe (1 330-1384 ) 
B . John flus (1369-1415) 
C. The c ontinental reformation 

II. England under the Tudors (1485-1603) 

A. Reign of Hen ry VIII (1 509 - 1547) 

1 . His government 
2 . H is "divorce " 
3. T he Henrican r eformation 

B . E dward 'VI (1547-1553 ): t he Protestant trium ph 
C. lVIary Tudor (1553-1558): the Catholic reaction 
D. Elizabeth (1558-1603 ): the n1iddle way 

1. The Elizabethan Se t tl ement 
2. Opposition to t he Settlement 

III. James and Charles Stuart (1 603-1640) 

A. The divine r ight of kings 
B. Puritans and Parl iament 

IV. The Civil War and Olive r C r omw·ell (1640-1660) 
V. The Restoration (Charle s II and Jam es II, 1660-1668) 

A. The establishme nt of religion 
B. The "Glor ious Revol ution" 

VI. The significance of t he Engl is h P rote s tant experience 



Unit VII, Colloquiutn 3 

T\VO Classic Statements of English Protestantisn1 

Richard Hooker, Of the La\vs of Ecclesiastical Polity, CSB, Volun1e 1. 
1st edition~ 532..':"539, 3rd edition, 759-766:-----

John Bunyan, Pil~_!~~:~ Progress. Read up to Christian 1s arrival at the 
house of Prudence, Piety and Charity .. 

1. Con1pare the styles of Bunyan and of Hooker. 

2. What is Bunyan's view of formality in religion? How do you think Hooker 
would respond to this attitude? 

3. What is Hookerrs opinion of an individual's ability to find God's \vill on 
his own in Scripture? 

4. \Vhat defence does Hooker offer of the monarch's heading the Church of 
England? Vlould this have any rneaning for Bunyan? 

5. \Vhat three criteria does Ifooker suggest for the church's doctrine and 
practice ? \Vould Bunyan and the Puritans agree? How or how not? 

6. How does Bunyan typify Puritan thought? ... 4...re there any points at which 
he seems to represent religious thought other than the militant Puritan 
position of the seventeenth century? 

7. Does Hooker believe in the separation of church and state? 



Unit VII, Lecture 4 

Religious War and Religious Settlement 

I. The Peace or Augsburg (1555) 

A. Cuius regio, eius religio 
B. The Ecclesiastical Reservation 

II. Conflict between England and Spain 

A. Elizabeth I and Philip II 
B. The Armada 

III. France and Protestantism 

A. The War of the Three Henrys 
B. The Edict of Nantes 

IV. The Thirty Years War (1618-1648) 

A. The Defenestration of Prague 
B. The major participants 
C. Albert of Wallenstein 
D. The Peace of Westphalia 

1. Reaffirmation of cuius regio, eius religio 
2. Adjustment of Ecclesiastical Reservation 
3. The Imperial Electors 



Unit VII, Colloquium 4 

The Renewal of Catholicism 

Bettenson, Documents of the Christian Church, 363-366 
Papal Bull approving the Jesuits, 1540, Readings II, IX-4-lOff. 
St. John of the Cross, "The nature of union with God: An illustration," 

Readings II, IX-4-13 
The Canons and Decrees of the Council of Trent, Readings II, IX-4-lff. 

1. What understanding of the mission of the Society of Jesus is reflected 
in the Papal Bull of 1540 ? 

2. Compare the view of the Council of Trent on scripture and tradition 
with that of Luther. What similarities do you find? What differences? 
What other doctrines lie behind the view of Trent on this subject? 
Which doctrines are in turn supported by this view? 

3. Make a note of at least three specific points in the Canons and Decrees 
of the Council of Trent which are directed at Protestant emphases. 
Against what Protestant group might each of the points be especially 
directed? 

·4 . In what ·ways did the Council of Trent deal with the moral abuses in the 
church which had offended men such as Erasmus, who sought reform 
while remaining faithful to Rome. 

5. For what reason should a good Jesuit be willing to call what looks to 
him white black tf the church shall have defined it to be black? What 
theological presuppositions do you find here ? What view of the 
individual? 

6. Are there any dangers irnplicit in the Spiritual Exercises or the Papal 
Bull of 1540 that suggest reasons why the Jesuit order was suppressed 
in 1773? 

7. How does the illustration used by St. John of the Cross convey the 
meaning of the soul's union with God? Explain how it might be that a 
renewed emphasis on mystical piety would lead to the moral reform of 
the individual. 



Unit VII, Special Lecture 

Milton 

I. Protestant dissent in England 

A. The Anglican compromise 
B. The dissenters and their rise to political power in Parliament 

II. Milton, a champion of political and religious liberty 

A. The combination of Renaissance arts and learning, Protestant 
principles, family circumstances, and education in the life of 
John Milton 

B. Works 

1. Early works to 1641 
2. Pamphlets opposed to the episcopal form of church 

government, stressing individual choice in religious 
worship 

3. Areopagitica, opposing any scheme of censorship imposed 
by any authority 

4. Pamphlets on divorce and education 
5. Collection of poems and other writings 

C. Latin secretariat, defense of the cotnmonwealth against 
European antagonists.; enforced retirement because of blindness 

D. Themes of Milton's late works: Paradise Lost, Samson Agonistes, 
Paradise Regained 

III. Paradise Lost 

A. A cosmic fiction: Ptolemaic picture invested with spatial effects 
taken from the Copernican and Galilean perspectives 

B. Summary of the narrative 
C. The extra-biblical contr ibution of l\1ilton to the Protestant imagination 



UNIT VIII 

THE RISE OF SCIENCE AND THE NATIONAL STATES 

ASSIGNMENTS 

1. The New Look in Science 

Lecture 1 

Colloquium 1 

The Fise of lVIodern Science 

Butterfield, H., The Origins of Modern Science, 
Chapter 5, "The Experimental Method in the 
17th Century" and Chapter 6, "Bacon and 
Descartes 11 and, if you can, Chapter 4, "The 
Downfall of Aristotle and Ptolemy. " 

The Scientific Approach 

Bacon, The New Organon, Readings II, X -1-1ff. 
Descartes, Discourse on 1\llethod, Readings II, X-1-13ff. 
Butterfield, The Origins of l\1odern Science, Chapter 6. 

2. The New Look in Politics 

Lecture 2 

Colloquium 2 

The Rise of 1\ttodern Political Theory 

Harrison and Sullivan, Chapter 32, "The Dominance 
of France: The Age of Louis XIV," 386-395 and 
Chapter 33, "The Challenge to Absolutism: 
England and the Dutch Netherlands, n 396-408. 

The Contract Theory 

Hobbes, Leviathan, Readings II, X-2-lff. 
Loc ke, Of Civil Government, Beadings II, X-2-13ff. 



Unit VIII 

The New Scientific Outlook: Nature and Society 

I. 

The picture of the universe that is presently associated with modern 
science began to take shape in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. It 
is a mistake to think that modern science came into existence at this time. 
for the. so·- called "scientific revolution" is now recognized more as a contin
uous progress out of and away from the traditional picture of the universe 
than as a radical break with that t r aditional picture. Nevertheless, the new 
picture of the universe certainly differed in major respects from the tradi
tional picture. The analysis of motion provides a good illustration. 

The synthesis in thought effected by Aristotl e and sustained for the most 
part during the medieval period provides the tr.aditional picture. In his study 
of forc.ed motion Aristotle took as . a $tarting point, what is for us and certainly 
was for him, very commonplace examples of motion, e. g. the horse and cart. 
There must be an external agent (the horse) keeping the body (the cart) in 
motion against the resistances (the roughness of the road and the friction of the 
cart) which tend to bring the motion to a stop. Aristotle's understanding of 
forced motion might be summarized by two proportionalities: the rate at which 
a body moves is proportional to the effort exerted on it and is inversely propor
tional to its bulk and the resistance of the medium through which or along which 
it passes. This essentially terrestial account of motion was extended to celes
tial bodies in part, and there combined with another element which contributes 
to the traditional picture of the universe. For Aristotle the heavenly bodies 
were not ordinary n1aterial bodies; they were animate bodies, and necessarily 
unchanging in nature. Hence, in his analysis of celestial bodies and their 
motion, Aristotle pictured them as moving with uniform circular motions. a 
kind of permanent motion on an unend ing and undeviating path which he argued 
befits celestial things. The outermost boundary of the heavens was the sphere 
of the fixed stars, a sphere w"hich derived its rotation from the divine source 
of all celestial motion. 

Thus, for the traditional picture, to explain a given motion of a body is to 
find that force which sustains the speed of that body against the resistances 
trying to stop the motion. Once that force is recognized and the resistances 
have been balanced by that force, steady mot ion by the body is the natural thing 
to expect. (The case of celestial motion is a b it different but interesting in its 
own right. The endless uniform circular motions of the heavenly bodies are 
perfectly understandable since there is no beginning or ending point in a circle 
which might be the natural terminal po ints for a heavenly body. ) 

The new picture of the universe vvas clearly expressed i.n the work of 
Newton. Newton's first la\v of motion asserts that the natural motion of a body 
is a uniform motion al ong an endl ess Euclidean straight line. An implication of 
this is that the univers e is infinitely ext ended in space. The finite, essentially 
spherical, universe in the t raditional picture is challenged. Newton's second 
law of motion challenges another aspect of the traditional picture. The. natural 
motion of a body is either rest or uniform motion in a straight line without the 
exertion of any forc e . The immediate effect of an outside · agent is to alter 



this natural motion by changing its speed or direction, that is, causing it to 
b e accelerated. The s econd law of motion in effect assert s that when there 
is an acceleration by a body the re must be some force that accounts for that 
acceleration. 

There were many contributions to scientific thought that were essential 
before this Newtonian picture could be accepted. As long as the universe 
\Vas viewed as a closed finite sphere, endless uniform circular motion was 
far more understandable than endless uniform straight-line motion. Further, 
it was necessary to develop the mathematical tools required to treat the speed 
of a moving body as a variable in its own right and not simply the result of a 
balance of force and resistances. 

, Men like Galileo Gali.lei (1564-1642), Tycho Brahe (1564-1601), and Johann 
Kepler (1571-1630) began to challenge the accuracy of the picture of the universe 
as a finite sphere. The celestial observations of Galilee, for example, chal
lenged the view that the heavely bodies were by nature jncorruptible and that the 
universe was a relatively small sphere. Men like Rene Descartes (1596-1650) 
and W:ilhelm Leibniz (1646 -1716) provided the necessary mathematical tools with 
which the scientists might treat the 'motion of bodies quantitatively. Lei.bniz, 
for example, developed the infinitesimal calculus. 

A new concern for the proper method to be used in discovering what is to be 
~nown also characterized this period of time. Descartes, who was both a math
emati~ian and a philosopher, saw the mathematical method of analysis as the 
only method whereby certainty in man's knowledge could be achieved. Francis 
Bacon (1561-1626) called for a re-organization of all knowledge, based firmly in 
what might be called "carefully controlled experiments. " 

The pieces of the new picture were put together in the Principia of Isaac 
Newton (1642 -172 7). In this work was to be found mathematical precision and 
the result of careful observation. But more important, in this work Newton 
was able to present a coherent and applicable interpretation of nature that · 
embraced much of the detailed scientific work which had been done before the 
publication of the Principia. For example, Newton was able to show that 
Kepler's laws of planetary motion could be established using Newton's three 
laws of motion. Here in the work of Newton was a new synthesis in thought, 
one which advanced man's unde rstanding of nature as well as bringing together 
the results of many independent scientific investigations. 

The legacy of this new outlook in science is still with us. The "Newtonian" 
sees the world as essentially material and explanable in quantitative terms. 
To view the world in such a manner proved to be useful to scientists, as the 
subsequent rapid development of the sciences bears witness. However, one 
must always ask the question whethe r the Newtonian view is unduly abstract, 
that viewing nature in purely materialistic and quantitative terms omits sig-:
nificant aspects of our total experience of the world, and hence cannot ·be 
assumed as fully identifying what is real. 

II. 

As we have seen in Unit VII, the events of the English Revolution in the 
seventeenth century had significant religious and political consequences. 



Reflecting the political dimensions of the r e volution are the political philos
ophies of Thomas Hobbes (1558-1679), and J ohn Locke (1632-1704). In these 
political philosophies are to be found a new outlook on the nature of. society. 

Thomas Hobbes defended the r e stor ation of the Stuart line with Charles II. 
He believed that an absolute monarch who could impose law and enforce it was 
necessary to guarantee the safety and security of society. But unlike the Stuart 
kings he did not justify absolutism by an appeal to the divine right of kings. A 
ruler is given an absolute position by virtue of a contract among men in which 
they give up to the monarch their own natural rights of self -rule and self -defense 
in return for protection. The monarch is not bound by any conditions imposed by 
the contract, since he is not a party to the contract . He must, however, have 
the power necessary to guarantee the safety and security of society, for it is for 
this purpose that the contract (among men to give up rights to the monarch) was 
made. 

John Locke defended the relation of ruler and p eople which ·is reflected in the 
settlement after the Glorious Revolution. William and Mary were given the throne 
by the people on condition that they abide by the decisions of Parliament and the 
e stablished laws of England. The Bill of Rights was passed which spelled out 
laws to which the king must adhere, and asserted Parliament's authority to depose 
a king and choose a new one·. The ide a that government is based on a contract 
between the people and the sovereign, to which both partie s are bound, is central 
in John Locke's political t heory. If the sover eign breaks the contract, revolution 
by the people is justified. 

Thomas Hobbes and John L ocke diffe r ed in their understanding of many issues, 
notably man in the state of nature, the laws of nature , and the nature of the con
tract establishing government. But they shared a con1mon understanding of the 
basis of society. The Greeks , partic ularly Plat o and Aristotle, argued that man 
by nature was a social being. Hobbe s and Locke develope d their political philos
ophies on the hypothesis that society c omes int o be ing as a result of an agreement 
of men, a contract . Society is thus a c onvention and not a natural order in the 
world. 

It was the political philosophy of John Locke r a t he r than t hat of Thomas Hobbes 
that stood the test of time . T he very ess ence of the American Declaration of 
Independence is based on Locke ' s defense of the r ight of a people to revolt against 
any government which bre aks its part of the cont ract which establishes government 
in the first place. 

Robert R. Llewellyn 



UNIT VIII, Supplemental Reading 

The Rise of Science a nd the National States 

Kuhn, T. S. 1 The Structure of Scientific Revolutions (1962). Shows the 
relation between scientific adva nce and the conceptual level of the 

· community. Difficult but rewarding. · 

Oakeshoot 1 M. 1 Rationalism in Politics (19 62) . An excellent discussion of 
the impact of scientific method on political discourse during the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries. See especially c hapter 1. 

Robbins 1 C. I The Eighteenth Ce ntury Commonwealthman {1959). One of the 
best discussions ot the development ot Whig theories trom the Common
wealth period to the American Revolution. 

Whitehead I A. N., Science and the rv1odern W orld (192 5). Especially chapters 
1-6. Discusses aspects of Western culture during the past three centuries, 
in so far as it has been influenced by the development of s.cience. A book 
every intelligent qollege student should have read. 



1500 

1600 

CiiAR'l' XL. '1 HE 11AGJ~ CJF G1}jl'JIUSn (16th a.nd 17th c entur ies) 

Rulers 

SEE PREVIOUS 
CHART FOR 16th 
CENTURY POLITICS 

English rulers: 
James I, 1603-25 . 
Charles I, 1625-49 
Civil war period, 1640-60 
Charles II, 1660-85 
James II , 1685- 88 
William III, 16 88-1701 
Anne, 1702-14 

French rulers: 
Louis XIII, 1610-43 

Riche lieu 
Louis XIV, 1643-1715 

Colbert 
Louvois 

Rise of Prussia 
Frederick William, 
The Great Elector, 1640-88 

The Church 

Calvin (1509-64) 
Leo X elected Pope, 

1513 
Luther's theses I 1517 

Council of Trent 
(1545-63) 

1593 Henry IV becomes 
Roman Catholic 

1623-62 I Pa seal 
1624-91, Geo . Fox 

1635 - 1705, Jansenist 
movement 

1685, Revocation of Edict 
of Nantes 

Science & Technology 

Engineering: da Vinci 

Astronomy: Copernicus 
Galilee 

Anatomy: da Vinci 
Vesalius 

Astronomy: Kepler 
Newton 

Physiology: Harve y 

Chemi s try; Bo yle 

Physics: Newton 

Literature I Art, Music 

SEE PREVIOUS CHART 
ON NORTHERN HUMAN
ISM 

French Literature 
Corneille, Racine 
Mol iere I Lafontaine , 
Boilea u, Fenelon 

English Litera ture 
Donne , Mil ton, 
Browne , Bunyan, 
Dryden, Congreve , 
Wyc herly 

Spanish Literature 
Cervantes, Lope de Vega 

Art~ Reuben, Hals, 
Rembrandt, Vermeer, 
El Greco , etc. 

Music~ Purcell, 
Monteverdi I 

Pachelbel, etc. 



Unit VIII, L e cture 1 

The Rise of Mo dern Science 

I. Background 

A. Ptole maic astronotny 
B. Medieval cosn1ology and physic s 

II. The Copernican revolut ion 

A. Heliocentric hypothes is 
B. Copernicus' reasons for h is hypothesis 

III. Kepler's three laws of plan etary mot ion 

A. Planets n1ove in elliptical orbits with sun at one focus 
B. As a planet moves, a 1 ine from sun to planet sweeps out equal 

areas in equal tim es 
C. The squares of the t imes of revolution of the planets are 

proport~onal to the cubes of their average distances from the sun 
(T2 =KD , where K is a constant, i. e ., the same for all planets) 

IV. Galileo 

A. Attack on t he old phy sic s 
B. Defense of the Copernican hypothesis 
C. Beginnings of a s cience of mec hanics 

V. Bacon and Descarte s on s cient ific method 

VI. Newton 

A. Three laws of motion 

1. "Every body continues in its s tate of rest, or of uniform 
motion in a right (straight ) line, unless it is compelled 
to change t hat s tate by forces impressed upon it" 

2. "To every action there is ahvay s opposed an equal reaction" 
3. "The c hange of motion is proportional to the motive force 

itnpressed; and is made in the direction of the right line in 
which that force is impressed " 

m · J\ti 
B. Gravitation: F = G · ----z 

D 

C. Other c ontributions 
D. Scient ific n1ethod 

VII. Some consequences of the rise of n1ode rn s cience 



Unit VIII, Colloquium 1 

T he Scientific Approach 

Bacon, The Nev1 Organon, Readings, X - 1-lff. 
Descartes , Discot1rse on lVTethod, Readings, X-1-13ff. 
Butterfield, T he Or igins of 1\tiodern Science, Chapter 6. 

1. Explain: " . ... neithe r does t he l ogic which we now have help us in finding 
out new s c iences. " \vna t w as the old logic, and what was the new logic 
that Bacon a dvocated? 

2. What difficulties, if any , do you detect in Bacon' s account of proper sci
entific m ethod? 

3 . Expl a in and eval uat e Bacon ' s account of the four classes of Idols. Note 
that Bacon firs t sketches the four kinds of idols in one section each (XLI
XLIV), and then dis cusses then1 more fully in the same order {XLV-LXV). 

4. What did Descar t es f ind ·wrong with the history, poetry, mathematics and 
philosophy of his student days ? 

5 . What, for Desca r t es , i s t he tnain pitfall for human reason? How is it to 
be avoided ? How is his view of the nature and proper function of reason 
connected with h is Yi e¥l that ' 'Good Sense ••• is by nature equal in all men?" 

6.. How does Descar tes ' doubt differ f rom the doubt of skeptics who "doubt for 
the sake of doubting? tr 

7. Explain t he l ine of reasoning by whic h Descartes tries to reconstruct the 
foundations of human knovvl edge. Does he succeed? 

8. What conclus ions does Descar tes reach concerning the relation of mind 
(or soul) and body ? Evaluate . 

9. vVould it be f a ir to s ay that Bacon and Descartes got hold qf opposite halves 
of the truth about s c ientific tnethod ? Dis cuss. 



Unit VIII$ Lecture 2 

The Rise of lVTodern Political Theory 

I. Introduction 

A. Beginning of modern political theory 
B. Three objectives in lecture 

I. What makes the political theories to be discus s ed 
"n1odern n? (third objective) 

2. \Vhat is the historical context for the beginning of 
modern political theory'? (first objective) 

3.. \Vhat are some of t he main. points in the modern political 
t heories of Hobbes and Locke? (second ·obje ctive) 

II. The English Revolution 

A. The distinctive organization of parliament i.n England 
B. James I (1603-1625). philosopher of royal absolutis m 
C. Charles I (1625-1649), deadlock with Parliament 
D. The Comm.onwealth (1649-l660)j' Crotnwell and military rule 
E. Charles II (1660 -1685)., restoration of the Stuart line 
F. James II (1685-1688), open avowal of Roman Catholicism 
G. William III and Mary II (1689-1702: 1689-1694), the Glorious 

Revolution 

I II. Hobbes and Locke 

A. The events in 1649 and in 1689 

1. Hobbesian variant 
2. Lockean variant 

B. l\1ain poi.nts in the theories of Hobbes and Locke 

1. The state of nature 
2. The origins of political obligation 
3. The interpretation of "law of nature u 

IV. Points of interpretation 

A. Hobbes 

1. The traditional case 
2. The natural law case 
3. T he individual ist case 

B. Locke 

1. The traditional case 

2. The fiobbesi.an case 
3. The extrem.e m ajority rul e case 

4. The extreme indiv id ualist case 



Unit VIII. Colloquium 2 

The Contract Theory 

Hobbes, Leviathan, Re~~l_l}_g_~If· X-2 -lff. 
Locke, Of Civil Gove rnment , B~~9_i~[l? __ l!· X-2-13ff. 

1. What was Hobbes' view of human nature and how did it relate to his 
theory of absolutism? How does this v iew differ from Locke's in 
both respects ? 

2. Constrast the views of the state of nature, the views of the social 
contract, and the views of t he laws of nature held by Hobbes and Locke. 

3. State Locke's view of prope rty. How might it differ from Hobbes? 

4. What are the bases of law in Hobbes and in Locke? Is there a time 
when there is no difference between right and wrong? 

5. Does government by consent always l ead to freedom? to liberty? 



UNIT IX 

T HE ENLIGHTENMENT : R E ASON IS ABSOLUTE 

ASSIGNMENTS 

1. The Glory of Reason 

Lecture 1 

Colloquium 1 

T h e Enlightenm ent 

Ha r r ison and Sullivan, Chapter 3 7. "The Intelle ctual 
Revolution, " 451-461. 

Kant, "What is Enlightenm-ent?, 11 Readings II, X -4-6ff. 

The C ritical Reason 

Lord Herbert of Cherbury, Fiv e Points of De ism , 
Rea dings II. X - 3-1. 

F ranklin, B ., "An American Exampl e of De ism," 
R e adings II . X - 3-1. 

Voltair e, Philosophic al Dictionary. Read ings II, X -3 -2ff. 
L e s s ing, The Education of t h e Human Race, R eadings II, 

X - 3 -13ff. and Nathan the Wise, Re a dings II, X-3-18ff. 

2. The New Wor ld in Americ a 

L e cture 2 

Colloquium 2 

The American R e volution 

Harr i s on a nd Sullivan, Chapter 38 , "The American 
Revolution." 463-475. 

H . B . Parkes, The Am e rican Experi enc <:_, 3-14, 350-355. 

The Am e rican Syste m 

Heffner, R . D., A Docum entary History of the Unite d 
States. 9-15, 19 -2 3, 68 - 70 (new ed ., 9-15, 19-24, 
70-72): Int roduc tion s t o Tom Paine, The Constitution, 
and Thom as .Jeffer son. 

"De claration of Inde pendence , " R e adings II, X -5-lff. 
"Constitution of the United State s of America, " R e adings II, 

X-5-4ff . 
The Fede ralist Pape rs . Numb e r 10, Readings II, X-5-15ff. 
J efferson, Thomas , "F irst Inaugural Address, 11 

R e adings II, X -5-21ff. 



3. The New Order in Europe 

Lecture 3 

Colloquium 3 

The French Revolution and its Aftermath 

Harrison and Sullivan, Chapter 39, "The French 
Revolution. 1789-99," 476-487 and Cpapter 40, 
"The Era of Napoleon, 1799-1815," 489-499. 

Freedom and Obedience 

Rousseau, Social Contract, Readings II. X-6-lff. 

4. The "Copernican Revolution" in Philosophy 

Lecture 4 

Colloquium 4 

Kant 

Begin reading the assignment for Colloquium 4 

The Ethics of Duty 

Kant. Fundamental Principles of the Metaphysics 
of Morality, Readings II, X-4-lff. 



UNIT IX 

The Enlightenment: Reason is Absolute 

we have noted that no period in history is completely consistent in its 
tendencies, but the century of the Enlightenment came close to such a consensus 
among the educated men of Europe and America. For them, Man was absolute. 
Absolute Man could be a man of reason, man of power, or man of prudence, but 
in any case Man as self-justifying a nd final. Louis XN, Frederick the Great, 
Voltaire, Samuel Johnson, and Benjamin Franklin were all, in various ways, sons 
of the age. Some of the features of the century follow: 

1) 

2) 

3) 

I 4) 

5) 

Men now widely knew that Copernicus and Galilee had been right. Yet 
this did n:ot lead eighteenth century men to despair over the earth as 
a speck of dust moving through infir<ite space and time. Rather, quite 
characteristically, they rejoiced to see what men could learn and know. 

'The pt~p-~r · studY of mankind ·iS· man, " said Pope, speaking for the 
century, Alongside the study of nature 1 the century especially studied 
the human SOl:\1, human customs I habits new and old I and ~he various 
historical possibilities of ec,iucation 1 culture, government , --and society. 

Rational understanding and order was an important goal. One thinks of the 
formal walkways and clipped hedge s of Versailles, or the balanced formality 
of neo-classic architecture. Rational order for visible things inevitably 
meant geometrical shapes. For invisible things, such as the human soul 
or ethics, it meant discovering formal principles of reason by which to 
formalize the lives of men. 

Lest anyone be tempted to dismis s the eighteenth century as a time of 
arid intellectualism, le~, him also remember that it was the century of 
J. S. Bach, Handel, Gluck , Haydn, and Moza rt. To us, this music sounds 
pure and classical, yet often paradoxically passionate. Its composers 
and 'performers (the two callings were united in the same person m those 
days) thought of it a s bringing order out of a multitude of possible sounds, 
creating a cosmos in pla ce of chaos according to certain rules. The 
making of the music wa s traced net to genius, nor to mystic reverie, nor 
to inspiration, but to technica 1 a bility , to virtuosity in "invention" and 
performance. Here was s heer plea sure , sheer "pla ying, " in the realm 
of sound. 

It was the century of a bsolute mona rchs, and also of revolutions. Several 
of the monarchs were dis tingui shed for t he ir enlightenment 1 for example 
Frederick the Great of Prussia . As fo r the two maj or revolutions of the 
century--the American and the French--you might consider whether the 
Calvinism and the Catholicism lying remote ly behind the two lead to a 
discernible difference in the a bsoluteness given to the will of the people. 

R. G. P. 



UNIT IX, Supplemental Reading 

The Enlightenment 

Becker, Carl, The Heavenly City of the Eighteenth Century Philosophers 
(1934). A classic. The thesis is that the age of the Enlightenment was 
in reality an age of faith . 

.. 
Cassirer, .Ernst, The Philosophy of the Enlightenment (1951). An outstanding 

study of the basic ideas of eighteenth century philosophy. 

Gay, Peter, Voltaire's Politic s : The Poet as Re<:lli st (1959). A study of the 
relation of Voltaire's ideas to his time , demonstrating his pragmatic 
approach to contempora ry problems. 

Havens, G. R., TheAge of Ideas: From Reaction to Revolution in Eighteenth 
Century France (1955). A useful biographical approach to the thinkers of 
the Enlightenment. 

Hazard, Paul, European Thought in the Eighteenth Century (1954). A stt"nd~rd 
intellectual history thC~t discusses the tensions between Christian ideas 
and the philosophy of the Enlightenment. 

The AmericC~n Revolution 

BC~ilyn, B. I The Ideological Origins of the Americen Revolution (196 7). A recent 
discussion of the intellectual origins of the American Revolution that stresses 
the importance of radical vVhig theory rather .than Enlightenment thoug}lt, 

Heimertl A. I Religion and the America n Mind (1966). A study of the imp~ct of 
the religious revival of the early eighteenth c e ntury on the American Revol\MIM. 

Wood, G. S. , The Creation of the American Republic (1969). The best recent 
discussion of the whole revolutionary period (1763-1789). 

The French Revolution 

Brinton 1 Crane 1 The Ana tomy of Revolution (193 8) . An important comprrative stuey 
of eighteenth century revolutions I with emph0 s i s on France. 

Brunn 1 Geoffrey I Europe and the FreP.ch Imperium 1 1799-1814 (195 7). · A brilliant 
treatment in a one-volume survey with an amply annotated ~ibliography. 

Gershoy 1 Leo, The French Revo lution and N0polcon (1964). The best stand~rd 
text covering the whole period . 

Geyl, Peter I Napoleon: For ?nd Against (1949 ). An interesting survey of the 
changing judgments b y historians since 1815 . 

Lefebvre, Georges, The Coming of the French Revolution (1960). One of the 
best introduction s by a distinguished French historian. 



CHART XII. ·CENTU-F Y OF THE ENLIGHTE NME NT (18th century) 

Rulers and Events 

English rulers 
Anne 1702-14 

Marlborough; War of Spanish 
Sucession 
Union with Scotland 1706 
Treaty of Utrecht - Gibraltar 

to England 

George I, 1714-2 7 
War of Austrian Succession 

George II, 172 7-60 
Seven Years' War - England 
takes Canada 

British control of India 
enlarged 

George III, 1760-18 20 
Colony problems 
American Revolution 
Declaration of Independence 
United States Constitutio n 

Austrian Empire 
Maria Theresa 1740- 80 
Joseph II, 1765-9 0 

enlightened reforms 
abolition of serfdom 

Prussia 
Frederick II, 1740-86 

improves army, civil service 
Silesia added 
toleration of religion 

France 
Louis XV, 1715-74 

Austrian alliance 
Age of philosophes 

Louis XVI, 1774-92 
Aids Anierican colonies 
Bank,n.1_ptcy 
French Revolution 

Religion 

Rise of Freemason
ry (1717) 

Pietism 
Zinzendorf 
(1700 - 60 ) 

Methodi sm 

Technology 

1707 Boat run by 
steam-cylinder 

1714 Fahrenheit, 
thermometer 

1718 Small-pox 
vaccination 

173 8 Im proved spinning 
machine s 

We sley (17 03-91) 
Whitefield (1714 -1 77 0) 

1773 Suppre ss ion 
of Jesuits 

1790 Civil Consti
tution of the Clergy 

1751 Breec h-loading gun 

176 4 Watt , steam e ng ine 

1770 Prie stl y , oxygen 
discovered 

1780 Galvani and 
Volta , electricity 
identified 

1782 balloon flight 
1786 gas for lighting 

1793 cotton gin 

Culture · · 

A. Age of Reason 
Voltaire, drama, novels, history 
Montesquieu, Spirit of the Laws 
Rousseau, The Emile- new educationa l 

theories 
Socia 1 Contract - popular sovereignty 

Quesna y, New Heloise - romanticism 
Du Pont, Turgot (political scie tists) 
Diderot, D"Alembert (Encyclopedists) 
Mira beau, Mably I Abbe St. Pierre, 
Ha lbach, Helvetius (Philosophes, 

reformers) 
Swift I Addison I Po pe I De fo e (English 

men of Let ter s) 
Sam Johns on (Dic tiona_ry) 
Berke l e y 1 Hum e I Adam Smith (\1\·'eal th 

of Nations) 
Pe sta loz zi I (educa tiona l re form ) 
Becca ria , (prison reform ) 

Sc hill e r I Les s ing I Goethe I Ka nt I 

(German me n of Le tters) 
Gibbon, Dec line and Fa 11 of the Roman 

Empire 
Je ff e rson, frank lin I Pa ine 

B. Science 
Linna eus I Buffon - biol ogy 
La vosier I Pri e stly - ch e mistry 
Laplace, Hall ey- astronomy 
Mesmer ..., hypnotism 

C. Music 
Carelli, Scarlatti, J. S. Bach, Handel 
Haydn, Mozart, early Beethoven, 
Rameau. 

D. Art 
Reynolds, Gainsborough, Hagarth, 
Watteau, LeBrun, David, Chardin 



Unit IX, L e cture 1 

The Enl ightenm ent 

I. Sapere aude (dare to know) 

II. The Enlightenment in France, England, and Germany; its 
main representatives 

III. The mind in action 

A. The model of the natural sciences 
B. Reason and religion 
C. Reason and the social order 

IV. Some consequences 



Unit IX, Colloquium l 

The Critical Reason 

Lord Herbert of Cherbury, "Five P oints of Deism," Readings II, X-3-1 
Franklin, B .• "An American Example of De ism, II Readings n, X-3-1 
Voltaire, Philosophical Dictiona r y, Readings II, X-3-2ff. 
Lessing, The Education of the Human Race, Readings II, X-3-13ff •• and 

Nathan the Wise, Readings II. X-3-18ff. 

1. Lord Herbert of Cherbury lived more than a century before Voltaire and 
Lessing. How does his idea of r eligion anticipate theirs? 

2. On what reasons does Voltaire base his appeal for tolerance? 

3. What point is Lessing making when he defines education and revelation? 

4. What is the purpose of religion, accor ding to Lessing? 

5. What is the point of the story of the three r ings told by Nathan? In 
what ways does this story reflect basic Enlightenment characteristics? 

6. What does Kant identify a s the essential characteristic of the Enlightenment? 
Do these readings above exemplify this characteristic? 

7. Voltaire is generally pictured as an enemy of the Christian religion. 
What evidence of this do you find in the readings? What is he passionately 
against, and what is he passionately for? 



Unit IX, Lecture 2 

The 18th Century: The Making of the American System 

I. Introduction 

A. Something borrowed: the Old World heritage 
B. Something new: Factors which transformed the E uropean inheritance 

II. New forc es at work in America 

A. A new people: a merging of different nationalities 
B. The frontier: a laboratory for the study of democracy 

III. The struggle for independence 

A. The legacy of the Enlightenment 
B. Oppos ition to the new British imperial policy. 1763-1775 
C. The Declaration of Ind e pendence, 1776 

1. Political, economic , religious, philosophic m otiva tions 
2. The nature of the Declaration 

D. The American Revolution 

IV. The United St ates of America 

A. Failure of the Articles of Confederation 
B. The new constitution 

1. The contributions of England and Europe 
2 . An American document 



Unit IX. Colloquium 2 

The Federal System 

Richard D. Heffner, A Documentary History of the United States, 9-47, 68-74 
(new edition: 9-48, 70-76). Introductions, selections from "Common 
Sense" by Thomas Paine (1 776). The Declaration of Independence (1776), 
The Constitution of the United States (1787), The Federalist Number Ten 
(1787), and Jefferson's First Inaugural Address (1801 ). 

1. What is Paine's economic argument in advocating independence? 

2. What basic Enlightenment principles are expressed in the Declaration of 
Independence ? 

3. How is Madison's view of republicanism related to the balance of factions? 
Was Madison correct in predicting in Federalist #10 that factions would 
prove easy to control in a larger republic ? 

4. Do you see any advantage a republic might have over a democratic state 
in controlling factions ? 

5. What caution did Jefferson offer to his fellow Republicans in his inaugural 
address? 

6. What features of the federal system established by the Constitution of the 
United States guard against an "excess of democracy?" 

7. How complete was Jefferson's faith in free speech? Can you conceive of 
any conditions under which free speech might be limited? 

8. What did Jefferson mean when he said: "We are all Republicans; we are 
all Federalists ? " 

9. Do you think Federalist #10 is a class document? Why or why not? 



Unit IX. Lecture 3 

The French Revolution and its Afte rmath 

I. The spirit of revolution in the eighteenth century, 1760-1800 

II. The historical background 

A. Louis XIV, 1643-1715 
B. Louis XV. 1715-1774 
C. Louis XVI, 1774-1793 

III. The French Revolution, 178 9-1799, and Napoleon, 1796-1815 

A. Calling of the Estates General, 1789 

1. T ennis Court Oath 
2. Fall of the Bastille 
3. Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen 

B. Failure of constitutional government, 1789-1795 

1. Civil Constitution of the Cle rgy, 1790 
2. First Constitution proclaimed, September, 1791 
3. Girondists and Jacobins 

a. War of the First Coalition 
b. Abolition of the monarchy 
c. Reign of Terror 

C. The Directory, 1795-1799 

1. Napoleon in Italy 
2. Napoleon in Egypt 
3. War of the Second Coalition 

D. The Consulate, 1799-1804 

E. The Empire, 1804-1815 

F. Fall of Napoleon and the Congress of Vienna 

G. Significance of the French Revolution 



Unit IX. Colloquium 3 

Freedom and Obedience 

Rousseau. Social Contract, Readings II. X-6-lff. 

1. Explain Rousseau's claim that "Man is born free and everywhere he 
is in chains. 11 Do you agree? 

2. Explain these quotations: "The General will alone can direct the state" 
and "Were there a people of Gods their government would be democratic. 
So perfect a government is not for man. 11 

3. What rights does Rousseau leave to the individual? Explain his idea of 
contract and compare it with that of Hobbes . 

4. How do you account for the fact that Rousseau has been called the father 
of the French Revolution and also the f ather of fascism? 

5. Why should one obey the state? What justifies resistance? 



Unit IX. L e cture 4 

Kant 

I. Terminology 

A. Judgment: subject-predicate structure 
B. A priori: independent of experience , unive rsal and necessary 
C. ApoEiteriori: dependent on experience, particular and contingent 
D. Analytic: predicate is thought implicity in thinking the subject 
E. Synthetic: predicate is not thought in thinking the subject 
F. Intuition: sensibility; form of s ensibility 

II. Philosophical conflicts faced by Kant 

A. Rationalism of Lei.bniz vs. empiric ism of Hume 
B. Leibniz's attempt to us e reason to transce~d experience vs. Newton's 

use of reason to order expe rience 
C. Newton's confidence in synthetic ~.!J.~ri truths of science vs. 

Hume's sceptic ism 
D. Scientific determ ination vs. ethical freed om and responsibility 

III. Kant's synthesis 

A. Kant's "Copernican Revolution" 

1. The proof that the r e are synthetic a prior i truths in mathematics 
2. Central question: How are synthetic a priori truths possible? 
3. Kant's answer: " ... objects must conformto our knowledge" 
4. The ~rior~ or innate forms of the mind 

a. Perception--space and time 
b. Understand ing- -substance, casuality, etc. 

5. Appearance and reality 
6. The lim its of theor etical reason 

B. Modified rationalism (rationalis m confined to possible experience) 
justified against Hume' s throughgoing s c epticism 

C. Hume's sceptic ism justified against a rationalism which would 
transcend all possible experience 

D. Scientific determ inism true of the s elf as it app ears in experience 
but fre edom possibly true of self as it is in itself 

E. Critique of all a rguments for the existence of God which rely solely 
on theoretical reason 

IV. Practical reason 

A. Kant: "I have therefore found i.t necessary to deny knowledge in order 
to make room fo r fa ith" 

B. Nature of rational faith-; postulates of pure p~actica~ reason 
C. Objects of rational faith: Freedom. Immortality. God. 

V. Religion within the lim its of reason alone 



Unit IX, Colloquium 4 

The Ethics of Duty 

Kant, Fundamental Principle s of the Metaphysic s of Morals, Readings II, X-4-lff. 

1. For Kant, what is the importance of a good will? What is the importance 
of good deeds ? 

2. Does an inclination to do an act destroy the moral of doing it? 

3. How does Kant argue that the categorical imperative is the fundamental 
moral principle? Compare the categorical imperative with the golden rule. 

4. What is meant by the statement that m en should be treated as ends and 
not as means? Can this principle be derived from the categorical imperative':' 
U so, how? 

5. Do you think we can establish all the duties we acknowledge on Kant's 
formulation of the categorical im perative and its corollary about 
treating persons as ends rather than means? 

6. How does Kant's ethics reflect the philosophy of the Enlightenment? 



UNIT X 

THE 19th CENTURY: PROGRESS AND ITS CHALLENGER S 

1. Romanticism 

L ecture 1 

Colloquium 1 

ASSIGNMENTS 

Romanticism 

Harrison and Sullivan, Chapter 41, "Afte r math, 
Restoration and Reaction, 1815 -1 830 " 500 - 510 and 
Chapter 42, "Romanticism in Philosophy , 
Literature and tre Arts , " 511-521. 

The Romantic Vision 

Coleridge, Rime of the Ancient Marine r 
Wood, R. C., "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, 

a Commentary, n Readings II, X - 7-9£. 
Schleiermacher, F., ()ll. Religion: Speeche s to 

Its Cultured Despisers, Readings II, X - 7 -11ff. 

2. Order or Progress 

Lecture 2 

Colloquium 2 

Conservatism and Liberalism 

Harrison and Sullivan, Chapter 44, "The Triumph 
of Bourgeois Leberalism, " 53 5 -544 . 

T h e Liberalism of John St uart M ill 

Mill, John Stuart, "On Liberty," Readings II, X-8-lff. 

3. The Industrial Revolution and its Effects 

Lecture 3 

Colloquium 3 

The Industrial F evolution and the Age of Mate rialism 

Harrison and Sullivan, Chapte r 43, "The Industrial 
Revolut ion," 524-534 and Chapte r 48, "The 
Movement of the Masses, 11 58 0 - 589. 

Capitalism : The Marxist Critiqu e 

11The Sadler Report ," Readings II , X - 9 -lff. 
Marx, Kari and Engels, F . , The Com munist Manifesto, 

Readings II, X -9 -25ff. 
Marx, Karl, Critique of Political E conomy, Readings II, 

X-9-23ff. 



4. The Darwinian Revolution 

Lecture 4 

Colloquium 4 

Darwin and Evolutionary Thinking 

Harrison and Sulltvan, Chapter 47, "The Onrush of 
Technology and Science, " 5 70-5 78 especially 
sections 4 and 6, and Chapter 51, "The Challenge 
to Christianity, 11 612-620. 

Positivism and Social Darwinism 

Comte, Auguste, The Positive Philosophy, in 
Introduction to Contemporary Civilization in 
the West, (Columbia Sourc e Book) 3rd, ed. , 
Vol. II, 767-771. 

Carnegie, A., "Wealth," A Documentary History 
of the United States , old edition, 158-162 and 
166-173 or Bicentennial edition, 161-162 and 166-173. 

5. Challenge to the Idea of Progress 

Lecture 5 

Colloquium 5 

Critics of the Nineteenth Century 

Harrison and Sullivan, Chapter 49, "Malignant 
NationaHsm, " 590-599 and Chapter 52, 
"Disenchantment, Realism, Impressionism, 
Modernism, 11 621-630. 

Exploration of the Inner World: Nietzsche 

Nietzsche, F . , The Will to Power, Readings II, X-10-lff. 



UNIT X 

The 19th Century: Progress and its Challengers 

Twentieth century man judges his cultural forebears of the nineteenth 
century in an acutely ambivalent way. On the one hand, much that was typical 
of the nineteenth century continues into t}1e present. John Stuart Mill's political 
liberalism, emphasizing the possibility of human fulfillment, joined neatly with 
a popularized Darwinsim to lead to that quintessential nineteenth-century saying 1 

"Progress is not an accident, but a necessity " (so Herbert Spencer 1 1851). Despite 
all the crumbling of cookie s since then I many men in 1951 would still have held that 
progress in science I technology, and liberty are man's best hope, and that in fact 
they are moving us towards a utopia tha t i s o ut there around the corner somewhere. 
Yet, on the other hand, much of nineteenth century belief in progress appears to us 
now as incredibly naive, smug, self-righteous--all those qualities we think of as 
"Victorian." 

Our ambivalence towards the century is clear in the fact that even our protest 
against its Philistinism is done in the name of critics that the century itself produced. 
Consider Kierkegaard' s attack on Christendom, Ni e tzsche's castigation of hypocritical 
morality, Marx's analysis of industrial conditions I Veblen's caricatures of conspicuous 
consumption in the New vVorld, Dostoyevsky' s notes from the underground of the human 
spirit, Freud's excavations in t he unconscious, Van Gogh's move from impressionism 
to expressionism. Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, and the others, viewed by their contempo
raries as pesky gnats or as raging beasts, we have raised to prominence as seers, and 
in doing so have given homage to at least one dimension of their century. 

In a general way, the deve lopments of the c e ntury fall into three periods. Roughly 
the first third of the century comprised what we usually call the Romantic Period. 
Jacques Barzun has said that the problem of the romantic period was "to create a new 
world on the ruins of the old." Po litica lly, thi s meant a conservative and reactionary 
period, following the Napoleonic wa rs. C: .. d tura lly, it meant a new appreciation for 
the non-rational aspects of life--feeling , conscience, beauty, God, freedom, immor
tality. Religiously, it mean t a tum from orthodox o r rational theology to a religion 
of experience. 

Developing democracy I la issez fa ire political liberalism , and a gathering of 
speed by the industrial revolu tion, ma rk ed the middle third of the century. This was 
t he time of the bourgeoi s "C itizen King " in Fra nce I Louis Philippe; a time of social 
a nd political reform in Engla nd, inaugura ted by the Reform Bill of 1832; and the time 
when the Jacksonian era broa de ned the conception of democracy in America. It was 
a lso the time when the industr ial re vol ution bega n to show some of those evil side 
effects that would call forth prote s ts a nd eventua lly a recognition of the need for 
c urbs. 1848 was a c ritical yea r, with re volution s in Paris, Vienna, and Berlin, and 
with the publication of the Communi .. ~t_Jv1 a~~l ifes to . 

The final period of the century ma y perhap s be said to begin with the foundiz:tg 
of Bismark's German Empire, in 187 1, a nd to end with the outbreak of hostilities 
in 1914. Kierkegaard migh t hav e descri be d this oeriod as one of "self-sufficient 
finitude." The eighteenth-century vi sion of the . heavenly city on earth had by now 
given way to a vision of o il lamp s a nd good roads I though the period did also have 
its spiritual mentors tn such litera ry figures a s Carlysle, Tennyson, and Browning. 



Nationalism was rampant, as in Kaiser Wilhelm's Germany, Victoria's assumption 
of the title "Empress of India, " Roosevelt's "big stick" America. So-called 
Darwinian progressivism was at a peak of influence, but Marx's dialectical 
materialism was growing on the slopes. And the peak on which progressivisim 
reigned was to prove to be volcanic in the explosion that blew it to bits and ended 
the period~-the disastrous confrontation in battle between all the leading nations 
that comprised the Western world. 

R. G. P. 

•} . 

. . · ! ·"' : 
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Unit X , The 19th .Century 

Ashton, T. S., The Industrial Revolution, 1760-1830, (1948). The social and 
economic impact of indus trialization well de scribe d. 

Baillie, John, The B elief in Progres s , (1951) . T his eminent theologian deals 
with the question of whethe r p r ogress can be empirically verified. He 
traces the idea of progress from the Stoics and .Epicureans to William 
James, John De wey and A. N. Whitehe ad. After a critique of the presup
positions of the doctrine of progress he relate s t he idea of progress to 
Christian hope . 

Barzun, Jacques, Darwin, Marx. Wagner- -Critique of a Heritage, (1941 ). A 
provocative study of three formative thinkers of the 19th Century, two of 
which--Darwin and Marx- -were influential in shaping thought about progress. 

Bury, J. B., The Idea of Progress, (1928). The classical work on the origin 
and growth of the i dea of progress. 

DeLubac, Henri, The Drama of Atheist Humanism, (1963). In this book the 
French J e suit examines the work of Feuerbach, Marx, Nietzsch~ •. :Kterkegaard, 
Comte' and Dostoye,vsky ~ . Father de Lubac turns to Dostoyevski 'to 'fi.n<;i .sapport 
for his view that s e cular progres s is only possible through that humanism 
which resides in Christ and the Gospel. 

Hayes, Carlton, J. H., Nationalism: A Religion, (1960). An analysis of the 
problems created by the rising emphasis on nationalism. 

Kaufmann, Walter, Nietzsche: Philosopher, Psychologist, Antichrist, (1974; 
4th edition, r evis e d and enlarged). 

Kranzberg, Melvin, ed., 1848, A Turning Point?, (1959). Places the significant 
year 1848 in perspective.-----------

Lewis, C. S., "The Funeral of A Gre at Myth" and 11Historic ism" from Christian 
Reflections, ed. by Walter Hooper. Eerdmans, (1967). L ewis argues that 
the 19thCentury idea of progress is a myth in the s ense that it is the imag
inative and not the logical result of modern scienc e . He maintains that the 
clearest and finest poetical expression of the idea of progress came before 
The Origin of Species was publishe d (1859). 

Randall, John H., The Making of the Modern Mind, (1940). A classic study in 
intellectual history. 

Warren, Robert Penn, "A Poem of Pure Imagination: An Experiment in Reading," 
in ~elected Essays (1958). Stimulating analysis of the Rime of the Ancient 
Marin~. This essay is also r eprinted els ewhere. 

Heilbronner, Robert L., The Worldly Philosophers, (1972; 4th edition). A 
standard exposition of the classical economic theorists and Marx. 



C"?ART XIII. THE NI!'TETEENTH CENTURY 

Political 

1796-1815 Napoleonic Wars 

I 

181 5 Congress of Vienna 
1820-30 Decade of national 

liberation movements (Spain, 
Naples, Mexico, Peru, 
Brazil, Russia, Serbia, Ecua
dor, Poland, Greece) 

183 0 , July Revolution, France 

J O? J Young Italy, Mazzini 
183 2 I Reform Bill, England 
183 3 I Slavery abolished in 

British Empire 
18 34 I Zollverein completed 

by Bismarck 

183 7-1901 Queen Victoria 
1840 , Britain opens China, 

Fi r s t Opium War 
1846-481 Mexican War 
1848 , Wave of revolutions 

in Europe 

18 53 -5 6 , Crimean War 
185 3-54., United States 

open s Japan 

1 A fill Russian serfs eman
Clt.Ja ~. c::.::l 

1861- 65, American Civil War 

186 7, Second Reform Bill, 
England ' 

186 7 I Dominion of Ca-nada 
1867 I Austria-Hungary dual 

mona rchy 
186 9 I Suez Canal opened 
18 70-7 1, Franco-Prussian War 
1870, Unification of Italy 
18 71 1 Unification of Germany 
187 S 1 Brita in acquires Suez 

Cana l 
18761 Turkish constitution 
1878 1 Congress of Berlin 

Religious 

1799 Schleirmacher, 
On Religion 

1814 Restoration of 
the Jesuits 

Theolgians: Hegel, 
Coleridge, 
Timothy Dwight, 
Ellery Channing 

1825, The New Chris
tianity, Saint-Simon 

1833 Oxford movement 

1835 Strauss, Life of 
Jesus 

183 7 Revival in Germany 

1853 Kierkegaard' s 
attack on Danish church 

1854 Dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception 

1858 Robert Owen, 
Chris tian socialist 

1858 Appa rition at 
Lourdes 

1864 Syllabus of Errors 
1865 Salvation Army 

1870 Dogma of Papal 
Infallibil ity 

1871-83 Bismarck ' s 
struggle against 
Roma·n Ca tholic Church 
following dogma of 
Papal Infallibility 
(the Kulturkampf) 

Social and Cultural 

1798 Malthus, Essay on Population 
180Z Code Napoleon 
1802 Cuneiform deciphered, Grotefend 

1821 Heiroglyphics deciphered, 
(Champollion) 

Practical inventions: cylinder print
ing press, cheap newspapers; 
steamboat across Atlantic; first 
practical railroad (1825); McCor
mick reaper; Daguerrotype, tele
graph 

1830-33 Lyell; Principles of 
Geology 

1831 Faraday, electromagnetism 

1830-42 Compte, Positivism 

1846 Ether as an anesthetic 
1848 Communist Manifesto, 

Marx, Engels 
1848 Mill, J. S., Principles of 

Political Economy 

1859 Orig in of Species 

186 7-94 Das Kapital 
Practical discoveries: improved 

steel (Bessemer, Siemen), firearms 

Chemical discoveries and 'experi
ments in electricity 

1880 Malaria germ isolated 'Lavaren) 
1881 Immunization 'Pasteur) 
1882 _Tuberculosis germ 'Koch) 



CHART XIII. THE NINETEENTH CENTURY (CONTINUED) 

Political 

1883 , Fabian Society founded 
1883 , French acquire Indo-China 
Hl84, Third ~eform Bill, .~.ngland 

1898, Spanish American War 
1899, Hague Peace Conference, 

international court of arbitration 
1899- 1902 I Boer War 

Religious 

1890-1907 The Golden 
Bough I Frazier 

1891 De Rerum Novarum 

1893 First World Par
liament of Religions 
Chicago (Vivekananda )· · 

Social and Cultural 

.... ; . . ~ : -

1892 Electron theory (Lorentz) 

1895 Freud, study of subconscious 
Jung 
Alder 

1898 Radium (M. Curie) 

1899-1901, Boxer Rebellion, China 
1900 Quantum theory (Planck) 
1901 Adrenaline isolated 
1903 Airplane (Wright) 
1905, 1915 Einstein, relativity 
1909 North pole reached 
1911 South pole reached 

Theologians: Ritschl, 1913 Shap1y, star distance by 
American Social Gospel, electroscopy 
Harnack, Rudolf Otto 1914 Panama canal 

Practical discoveries: telephone 
(18 7 6) , t ypewriter, phonograph, 
internal combustion engine (Daimler: 
incandescent light (Edison), wire
less (Marconi), Ford car and as
s e mbly line technique 



Unit X. Lecture 1 

Romanticism 

I. Lower-case "romanticism n 

A. 'Associations of the term "romance " 
B. Romanticism as a feature of the Renaissance 
C. The term "romanticn in the 17th and 18th centuries 
D. Evidences of changing literary fashions in Europe before 1780 

II • . T.he Romantic movement. 1780-1830 

A. The special case of J. J. Rousseau 
B. Germany: Goethe. Schiller 
C. England: Blake, Wordsworth. Coleridge. and others 
D. France. United States. and elsewhere 

III. Characteristics of Romanticism 

A. Art as the revelation of the inner life of the artist 
B. Spontaneity and freedom of imagery and form 
C. Nature "received" through concrete experiences. and through 

meditation on these expe riences 
D. The beauty of the commonplace 
E. Rebellion against e stablished authority and convention 
F. Focus on the supernatural and the strange 

IV. The impact of Romanticism 

A. Disillusionment with some romantic ideals 
B. Some permanent effects of Romanticism on the values of Western 

man. 



Un it X, Colloqu ium 1 

T he Romant ic Vis ion 

Coleridge, Rime of the Ancient Mariner 
Passages by Coleridge and Wordsworth , Readings, X-7-9 
Schleiermacher, On Religion: Speeches to Its Cultured Despisers, 

Readings, X-7-lff. 

1. Why is Coleridge a romantic poet? What are the chief elements in 
romanticism? 

2. Explain the symbolism of the poem. What do the albatross and the 
water snakes represent? 

3. What type of actions happen in sunlight? In the moonlight? 

4. Why must the mariner t ell his tale? 

5. Explain the difference between a classic and a romantic poem. 

6. What common themes do y ou find tre at ed by Coleridge and 
Scheiermacher? 

7. How does Schleiermache r s eek to make religion meaningful to those 
who "despise" it? According to him, what is religion? What are 
dogmas? What is a miracle ? Contrast Schle iermacher' s under
standing of religion with that of the Deists. 

* 
8. The novel of "The Ancient Mariner 11 is one in which the art of killing 

the albatross sets off a chain of psychological reactions and the 
emergence of supernatural forc e s, as if indeed, "spiritual laws" 
exist and operate in the li ves of human beings. What kind of explana
tion can you give for the s udden s inking of the ship, the madness of 
the boy in the boat, the spiritual ineffectiveness of the hermit? 



Poetic Illustrations for a Lecture on Rom anticism 

Romantic ism, borrowing f rom the R enaissance tradition of individualism 
and imaginative inventiveness . was a "consciousness-raising," cultural 
movem ent, focused in literary work but with strong implications for other 
arts and the "life- styl es 11 of thinkers, politicians, and military men. 

1. Epigraph: The plaque on H alliburton Tower: 

R ICHARD HALLIBUR TON 
Traveller-Author - Lecturer 

Born 1900 - Lost at Sea 1939 
In daring, a m ode r n Icarus . He flew too near the sun. 

"I wanted freedom, freedom t o indulge in whatever caprice struck my 
fancy, fre edom to search in the fartherm ost corners of the earth for the 
beautiful. the joyous, and t he romantic." The Royal Road to Romance 

2. Keats: 
Do not all cha rms fly 

At the mere tou ch of cold philosophy? 
There was an awful rainbow once in heaven. 
We know her woof, her texture ; she is given 
In the dull catalogue of common things . 
Philosophy will clip an Angel ' s wings, 
Conquer all mys teries by r ule 'and line, 
Empty the haunted air, and gnomed mine-
Unweave a rainbow. as it erewhile made 
The tender-person'd Lam ia melt into a shade. 

3. Wordsworth: 
One impulse from a vernal wood 
l'.Ta.y teach you more of man. 
Of moral ev il and of good, 
Than all the sages can. 

Swee t is the l ore which Nature brings; 
Our meddl ing intell ect 
Mis s h apes the beauteous forms of things--
We murde r t o dissect. 

Enough of Sc ie nce and of Art; 
Close up tho se barren leaves; 
Come forth. and br ing with you a heart 
That watches and receives . 

4. These ,beauteous forms, 
Through a long absenc e, ha ve not been to me 
As is a landscape to a blind man ' s eye; 
But oft, in lonely rooms. and 'mid the din 
Of towns and cities, I have owed t o them, 
In hours of wearines s. s ens a tions sweet, 



Felt in the blood, and felt along the heart: 
Anq passing even into my purer mind, 
With tranquil restoration--feelings too 
Of unremembered pleasure: such perhaps, 
As have no slight or trivial influence 
On that best portion of a good man's life, 
His little, nameless, unremembered, acts 
Of kindness and of love. Nor less, I trust, 
To them I may have owed another gift, 
Of aspect more sublime: that blessed mood, 
In which the burden of the mystery, 
In which the heavy and the weary weight 
Of all this unintelligible world, 
Is lightened--that serene and blessed mood, 
In which the affections gently lead us on-
Until, the breath of this corporeal frame 
And even the motion of our human blood 
Almost suspended, we are laid asleep 
In body. and become a living soul; 
While with an eye made quiet by the power 
Of harmony, and the deep power of joy, 
We see into the life of things. 

5. Yeats: 

I am content to follow to its source 
Every event in action or in thought: 
Measure the lot; forgive myself the lot! 
When such as I cast out remorse 
So great a ~weetness flows into the breast 
We must laugh and we must sing, 
We are blest by everything, 
Everything we look upon is blest. 

6. Blake: 

The Negation is the Spectre, the Reasoning Power in Man: 
This is a False Body, an Incrustation over my Immortal 
Spirit, a Selfhood which must be put off an annihilated alway. 
To cleanse the Face of my Spirit by self-examination, 
To bathe in the waters of Life, to wash off the Not Human, 
I come in Self-annihilation and the grandeur of Inspiration; 
To cast off Rational Demonstration by Faith in the Saviour, 
To cast off the rotten rags of 1\ttemory by Inspiration, 
To cast off Bacon, Locke, and Newton from Albion's covering. 
To take off his filthy garments and clothe him with Imagination: 
To cast aside from Poetry all that is not Inspiration. 



7. Blake: 

I wander through e a ch cha r tered s tre et. 
Near where the charte red Thames does flow . 
And mark in every fac e I m eet 
Marks of weakness. mar ks of woe . 

In every cry of every Man, 
In every Infant 's cry of fear, 
In every voice, in eve ry ban, 
The mind-forged manacles I hear. 

8. Blake: 

Mock on. Mock on, Voltaire. Ro usseau : 
Mock on. Mock on: 'tis all in vain! 
You throw the sand against the wind, 
And the wind blows it back again. 

And eve ry sand becomes a Gem 
Reflected in the beams divine; 
Blown back they blind the mocking eye . 
But still in . Israel's paths they shine. 

The Atoms of Democritus 
And Newton's particles of light 
Are sands upon the R e d Sea shore, 
Where Israel's t ent s do shine so bright. 

9. Blake: 

The Idiot Reasoner l aughs at the Man of Imagination 
'And fro m laughte r proceeds to murder by undervaluing 

calumny • 
• . • those combin' d by Satan's Tyranny • .. are Shapeless Rocks ••• 
Retaining only Satan's Mathematic Holiness . Length. Breadth, 

and Height. 
Calling the Human Irnaginat ion. which is the Divine Vision and Fruition 
In which Man liveth eternally. madness and blasphemy against 
Its own Qualities, which are the Servants of Humanity •.. 

10. Blake: 

The road of excess leads to the palace of wisdom . 
A fool s ees not the same tree that a wise man sees . 
He whos e face gives no light. s hall never become a star. 
Ete rn ity is in love with the productions of time. 
No bird soars too high. if h e soars with his own wings. 
What is now proved was once only imagine d. 
The cistern contain s; the fount ain overflows. 



Always be ready to speak your mind, and a base man will avoid you. 
The tigers of wrath are wiser than the horses of instruction. 
You never know what is enough unless you know what is more than 

enough. 
If others had not been foolish, we should be so. 
When thou seest an Eagle, thou s eest a portion of Genius: lift 

up thy he ad! 
To create a little flower is the labor of Ages. 
Damn braces: Bless relaxes. 
Prayers plow not! Praises reap not! 
The head Sublime, the heart Pathos, the genitals Beauty, . the hands 

and feet Proportion. 
Improvement makes straight roads; but the crooked roads without 

Improvement are roads of Genius. 
Exhuberance is Beauty. 
Sooner murder an infant in its cradle than nurse unacted desires . 

11. Blake: 

. . • by attempting to realize or abstract the mental deities from 
their objects: thus began Priesthood ••• thus men forgot that 
All deities reside in the human breast. 

To see a World in a Grain of Sand 
And a Heaven in a Wild Flower, 
Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand 
And Eternity in an hour. 

12. Blake: 

And did those feet in ancient time 
Walk upon England's mountains green? 
And was the holy Lamb of God 
On England's pieasant pastures se en? 

·And did the Countenance Divine 
Shine forth upon our clouded hills? 
And was Jerusalem builded here 
Among these dark Satanic mills? 

Bring me my Bow of burning gold: 
Brin me my arrows of desire: 
Bring me my spear: 0 clouds unfold! 
Bring me my chariot of fire. 

I will not cease from Mental Fight. 
Nor shall my Sword sleep in my hand 
Till we have built Jerusalem 
In England's green and pleasant land. 



13. Shelley: 

We have more scientific and economical knowledge than can be 
accomodated to the just distribution of the produce which it 
multiplies ... We want the creative faculty to imagine that which 
we know; we want the generous impulse to act that which we 
imagine; we want the poetry of life: Our calculations have outrun 
conception; we have eaten more than we can digest. The cultivation 
of those sciences which have enlarged the lim its of the empire of 
man over the external world has, for want of the poetical faculty, 
proportionally circumscribed those of the internal world; and man, 
having enslaved the elements, remains himself a slave . .'. The 
cultivation of poetry is never more to b e des ired than at periods 
when, from an excess of the selfish and calculating principle, the 
accumulation of the materials of external life exceed the quantity 
of the power of assimilating them to the inte rnal laws of human 
nature. 

14. Poe: 

15. 

16. 

From childhood's hour I have not been 
As others were--I have not seen 
As others saw--I could not bring 
lVIY pass ions from a common spring-
From the same source I have not taken 
My sorrow--I could not awaken 
My heart to joy at the same tone--
.i\.nd all I loved--I loved alone--
Then--in my childhood, in the dawn 
Of a most stormy life--was drawn 
From every depth of good and ill 
The mystery which binds me still-
From the torrent, or the fountain-
From the red cliff of the mountain-
From the sun that found me rolled 
tn its autumn tint of gold--
From the lightning in the sky 
As it passed my flying by--
From the thunder and the storm-
And the cloud that took the form 
When the rest of Heaven was blue 
Of a demon in my view- -

Thoreau: 
"Tis healthy to be sick sometimes . 

Man cannot afford to be a naturalist, to look at nature dir ectly, but (only with 
the side of his eye. He must look through her and beyond her. To look at her 
is as fatal as to look at the head of Me dusa. It turns the man of science to 
stone. 



17. The one who loves and understands a thing best will incline to use the 
personal pronouns in speaking it. To him there is no neuter gender. 

18. Goethe: 
"there may be a difference between seeing and seeing; 
so that the eyes of the spirit have to work in perpetual 
connection with those of the body." 

19. Two quotes from the opposition: 

Bacon: God forbid that we should give out a dream of our 
own imagination for a patte rn of the world. 

B. F. Skinner: ... as for admiration in th e s ense of wonderment, 
the behavior we a dmire is the be havior we cannot 
yet explain. Science naturally S(:'eks a fuller 
explanation of that b ehavior; its goal is the 
destruction of mystery. 

. ~ 



THE HUMJ\i'J DIALECTIC 

These suggested polar i ties are s t ated i n extremes , are on l y i ndicat i ve . One is not 
found entirely without the other ; each should be t hought of as an EMPHASI S or PREDOMINANCE; 
they are r el ated to each othe r not in t he way of a battle to the death so much as the way 
of a DANCE . Extreme "A" means t yranny, steri l i t y ; extreme "B" mean s chaos. 

BASIC RE FERENCE: society, mankind, the Many . 

REALI TY : 
words : 
Being. 

permanent, eternal , s tabl e . Value 
classic, lucidity, perfection, 

ORDER: t he attitude of limit i ng, ar ranging, 
r efining, tailoring the FINITE . Ul timate 
aim : contemplative UNDERSTANDING. The 
incongrous is disturbing; decis ion re
qui r ed. 

:MYTH : tends to evaluate and eliminate all myth
ol ogies except that which serves the purpose 
in a l ogical, practical, or tradi t i onal way . 

RATIOCI NATION, or conscious logi c, is the way 
to t ruth. Other psychi c elements (s ens ation, 
feeling , intuition) are subordi nated or sque l 
ched as interferences. The measure of truth 
is its OBJECTIVITY. Rel i es on abs t r ation, 
t he syl logism, cause -effect re l ations, "com
mon sense .'' 

BAS IC REFERENCE: the individual, the One. 

REALITY: changing , temporal, fluid. Value 
words: progress , evolution, organic growth , 
becoming . 

ENERGY : at t itude of outpouring, of breaking 
through bounds , of transcendence, of seeking 
the INFINITE, of accepting the incongrous 
fo r t he sake of EXPERIENCE rather than ex
cluding by deci s i on. Ultimate aim: intense 
awareness, sense of vit ality, of ecstasy . 

~NTH : tends t o accept var ious mythologies 
even when cont radictory , as patterns of 
exper ience t o be savored. 

NON - RATIONAL e lements are equally, perhaps 
,more important i n experiencing (as disti:-, ;:.;. .J 
from deducing) t he truth. Relies on the 
CONCRETE, on PERCEPT rather than CONCEPT, 
on ASSOCIATION rather than the syllogism 
(analogy , not l ogic). The measure of 
truth i s i t s integrity as human experience . 

THE ATTAINAB LE: make the most of what IS, order THE UNATTAINAB LE : " Immortal longings," 
and anal yze it into des ired patterns, codes "di vine discont ent." Preserve that ferment 
t raditions. The aim i n art : stasis, clari t y, whi ch i ncit es vitality , change. The aim in 
serenity . ar t: a sense of wonder , of paradox, of 

mystery, of t he i ndefinite or vague or i n
complete. 

DIALECTI C t-10DE: us eful as a MEANS only; t he 
se l f - contradictory , the absurd, are rej ected. 

TIME : the enemy, a kind of river to be damned 
up , made into a still l ake over which the 
contemplation can float . Histori cal truth 
i s t he resolving of t ime i nto patterns of 
caus e and effect. Time, the measure of 
change , is basically an illusion ; r eality 
i nhere s i n the mode of SPACE (stasis , 
simul taneity) . 

J OURNEYI NG: the aim i s to arrive; the trip is 
an unavoidable means t o th is end. 

DUTY, LAW , FACT, k~SWER 

DIALECTIC MODE : to be int ensified into ant i
nomy , tending to become an END in itsel f. 
Wi th t he absurd begins r eal "enlighten
ment" of a higher order . 

TIME: t he very essence of change, hence of 
li f e-deat h, of vital ity ; basically the 
source of deepest val ues of the experiential 
"feeling" ki nd. Hi s tory p~ se is trut h . 

JOU~~EYING: get ting ther e is more than half 
the f un. Search rat her t han find. 

LOVE, EMPATHY, SP IRIT, QUESTION 



Unit X. Lecture 2 

Conservatism and Liberalism 

I. The Nineteenth century and the continuing tension between 
"Order" and "Progress'' 

II. Conservatives and liberals 

A. Conservatives 

1. Regrouping of the privileged orders of the Old Regime: 
monarchs, aristocrats. and churchmen of the establish
ment 

2. Reinforced by: traditional classes such as the 
peasantry and the reaction against rationalism 

B. Liberals 

1. Elements of the emerging middle classes: economic, 
academ i.e, bureaucratic 

2. Reinforced by the heirs of the Enlightenment tradition 

III. Conservatism versus liberalism: the basic assumptions 

A. Order versus opportunity 
B. Birth versus ability 
C. Privilege versus liberty 

IV. Conservatives versus liberals: the political contours 

A. Concepts of constitutionalism 
B. Political institutions 
C. The nature of human rights 

V. Nineteenth-century varieties of conservatism and liberalism 

A. Conservatisms 

1. Reactionary 
2. Evolutionary 
3. Pragmatic 

B. Liberalisms 

1. Natural law 
2. Utilitarian 
3. Social 



Unit X, Colloquium 2 

The Liberalism of John Stuart Mill 

Mill, John Stuart. "On Liberty," Reading~, X-8-lff. 
~ -
.'• 

1. Mill holds that the protection of liberty traditionally had been a 
matter of concern in a situation in which the government was seen 
to be as "over" or "againse' the citizens. On what grounds does 
he argue that liberty must also be protected in a situation in which 
the government is of, by, and for the people? 

2. What is the sole principle admitted by Mill as grounds for re
straining individual liberty? What exceptions does he perm it? Why? 

a. On what grounds does he condone despotism ? What are the 
difficulties with this? 

b. In what ways, both positively and negatively, can coercive 
power be used legitimately? 

3, Mill claims that the protection of individual liberty is justified on 
grounds of utility rather than abstract right. What is the utility 
of individual freedom? 

4. What three ''regions" of human liberty are specified by Mill? How 
are these regions related to one another? 

5. Explain and evaluate the following sentence: "If all mankind minus 
one were of one opinion, and only one person were of the contrary 
opinion, mankind would be no more justified in silencing that one 
person than he, if he had the power, would be justified in silencing 
mankind." 

6. Do you think that in present day America, liberty is valued and 
protected along the line advocated by Mill? 



:Unit X, Lecture 3 

The Industrial Revolution and the Age of Materialism 

I. Introduction 

A. The historical significance of the Industrial Revolution 
B. The Industrial Revolution: a working definition 

II. Significant phenomena associated with the Industrial . 
Revolution 

A. Rapid population increase 
B. Agricultural revolution 
C. Transportation and communications revolution 

III. Analyses of industrial development 

A. The progressive stages of the Industrial Revolution 
B. The comparative development of national industrial economies 

IV. The Industrial Revolution and alterations in the character of 
human life 

A. The transformation of society 

1. Urbanization 
2. Decline of the aristocratic and artisan classes 
3. Victorianism: the rise of the middle classes 
4. Proletariat: the peculiar position of the new 

working class 

. B. The transformation of the relationship between 1ife and 
economic activity 

1. New systems of ownership and management of business 
2. Labor: from "way of life" to "making a living" . 

C. The transformation of value systems 

1. Industrialism and the rise of materialism 
2. Materialism and the decline of traditional religion 

THE BURROW LIBRARY 
Rhodes College 

2000 N. Parkway 
Memphis, Tennessee 38 112 -1694 



Unit X . Colloquium 3 

Capitalism: the Marxist Crit ique 

"The Sadler Report," Readings . X-9-lff Marx, Karl and Engels, 
Friedrich, The Communist Manifesto, R e adings, X-9 -25ff. 

Marx. Karl, Crhlque of P olitical Economy, Readings, X-9 -2 3f. 

1. As a result of the parliament ary inquiry of 18 32 (Sadler Corrim ittee 
Report). what picture emerge s of the condition of the industrial 
working class during the fir st and second phases of the Industrial 
Revolution? 

2. In The Communist Manifes t o how do Marx and Engels expla in the 
misery of the working class and what sort of resolution do they 
anticipate ? 

3. What Marx calls "the l e ading thread " in his studie s includes the 
following statement: "At a ce rtain stage of this development the 
material forces of production in society com e into conflict with 
the existing relations of p r oduction (property relations) .... From 
forms of development of the forces -of production these relations 
turn into their fetters. Then com es the period of soc ial revolu
tion ••.. " (Readings, X - 9-23 ). In the principle just stated, what 
does Marx mean by ''force s of production" and by "relations of 
production"? \Vhy does 1\lfarx th ink the above principle is a law 
governing history? What are some exampl es of the operation of 
this law given in 'The Communist Manifesto ? How does this apply 
in a capitalist society? Do you t hink it is a law governing history? 

4. What do Marx and Engels mean when they s ay that "the history of 
all hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles"? 
In what ways has the role of the bourgeoisie been revolutionary? 
In modern industrial society what class e s are the main antagonists 
in the struggle? Why does this make for an unprecedented histori
cal situation ? 

5. Why is the existence of capitalism dependent upon the exploitation 
of the proletariat by the bour geoisie? Why do the authors say that 
the bourgeoisie are digging th e ir own graves? 

6. What do Marx and Engels mean when they say that the goal of the 
communists is the abolition of privat e prope r ty? Why should 
class struggle come to an end with the t riumph of the proletariat? 

7. On what grounds do Marx and Engels dismiss religious , philosophical, 
and ideological criticisms of communism? 

8. While awa iting the final overthrow of the bourgeois order, what are 
the imm ediate tasks of the communists? Is there a contradiction 
between their immediate ta s ks and their ultimate goals? 



Unit X, Lecture 4 

Darwin and Evolutionary Thinking 

I. "Evolutionary" thinking before Darwin 

A. Some preliminary examples 
B. Change understood as directional 
C. Change understood as progress- -as change for th e better 
D. The search for natural laws of causal principles of change 
E. Comte's law of the three stages or states 

II. Biological evolution 

A. The views of Lamarck 
B. Kinds of evidence for biol ogical evolution 
C. The mechanism of evolution: Darwin on natural selection 
D. Some subsequent modifications of Darwin's Vi('WS 

III. Moral, economic, and political uses (or abuses) of the notion of 
"survival of the fittest": "Social Darwinism" 

A. Som e examples 
B. Critical problems 

IV. Darwin and religion 



Unit X, Colloquium 4 

Positivism and Social Darwinism 

Comte, Auguste, The Positive Philosophy, Old edition, 158-162 and 
166-173 or Bicentennial edition, 161-162 and 166-173. 

Introduction to Contemporary Civilization in the ·west, (Columbia Source 
Book), 3rd Ed., Vol II, 767-771. 

Carnegie, Andrew, "Wealth, 11 Heffner , A Documentary History of the 
United States, Edition on reserve 158-162 and 166-173 or Bicentennial 
edition, 161-162 and 166-173 . 

1. What is Comte's "great fundamental law"? What a re the three stages 
or states in the de velopment of human understanding? 

2. Biologists have observed that 11ontogeny recapitulates phylogeny" -
that individual "higher" organisms, in their embryological develop
ment, successively resemble various "lower" k inds of organisms. 
(E. g., the human embryo at one stage has struc tures that resemble 
the gill slits of a fish.) Compare Comte 's ninth paragraph: Does he 
make a similar claim about the development of each individual mind 
in relation to the historical development of the stages of human thought? 

3. What does Comte mean by "positive" when he speaks of t he positive 
state or sta ge of human thought? (See especially his fifth paragraph. 
Compare also the use of "positive" in Aphorism XLVII of our reading 
from Bacon 's Novum Organum: " ... although the most general 
principles in nature ought to be held merely positive, a s they are 
discovered, and cannot with t ruth be referred to a caus e ; nevertheless 
the human understanding b eing unable to rest still seeks something 
prior in the order of nature. ") 

4. WhM use does Carnegie make of the notion of "survival of the fittest"? 

5. What measures does Carnegie recommend to reduce the bad side-effects 
of the process that h e says makes for the survival of the fittest? 

6. From what you know of h isto ry. how well does historical evidence 
support Comte's claim that, historically, human understanding has 
moved through the three stages or states? 

7. Suppose we grant that human thought has, or has tended to, pass through 
the three stages. Then, how does Comte argue (or how could he argue) 
that the change is a change for the better--that is a "progressive course"? 
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8. Is it true that* as Comte says, "no conception can be understood 
otherwise than through its history"? 

9. Is Carnegie's use of the notion of "survival of the fittest" a legitimate 
application of Darwin's ideas? 

10 . Might the measures mentioned in question 5 above interfere with 
the benefits Carnegie sees in the "Darwinian" workings of society? 
Would these corrective measures be sufficient to correct the bad 
side-effects of the workings of society? Could we count on people 
to take the corrective measures? 



Unit X, Lecture 5 

Critics of the Nineteenth Century 

r. The idea of progress in the 19th century 

A. The view of man as a "progressive" being: retrospect 
B. Historical factors contributing to the belief in man as a · 

progressive being 
C. Philosophical support for belief in man as a progressive 

being 

II. Critics of the Nineteenth century 

A. The critique of reason and the erosion of a traditional 
concept of reason 

B. Historical factors contributing to skepticism about man as 
a progressive being 

C. "Systems" of thought contributing to disillusionment about 
man as a progressive being 

1. Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) 

a. Possibilities for interpretation 
b. Conscious choice and human action: Nietzsche's 

view 

(1) The critique of Christianity 
(2) The critique of Democracy 
(3) The critique of Darwinism 
( 4) The will to power 

2. Sigmund Freud (1856-1939) 

a. Psychoanalysis : therapy and theory 
b. The structure of the psyche 

(1) Supe r-ego 
(2) Id 
(3) Ego 
(4) Implications for religion, morality. freedom 



Unit X. Colloquium 5 

Exploration of th e Inner World: Nietzsche 

Nietzsche, F .• The Will to Power, Readings II, X-10-lff. 

1. What doe s Nietzsche mean by (a) the synthetic man. (b) the 
leveling of mankind of Europe, (c) a transvaluation of values? 

2. Explain Nietzsche's comment that " ... with all the efforts of 
three hundred years, we have not reached the men of the 
Renaissance again, and in addition to this we must not forget 
that the man of the Renaissance was already behind his brother 
of classical antiquity. 11 

3. The discussion in section 373 (X-10-6) is very important; study 
it carefully so that you can explain how Nietzsche can affirm 
that " ••• the cult of altruism is merely a particular form of 
egoism •.•. " and how Nietzsche can claim that resentment can 
create values. 

4. What criticisms does Nietzsche make of (a) utilitarianism, 
(b) evolution, (c) Christianity? 

5. Find passages in which Nietzsche is shown to be a critic of 
19th century progress. How can Nie tzsche support the view 
that mankind should continue to be tre ated as machines, that 
mankind should be exploited, that we ought to desire the 
collapse of western civilization? 

6. In what sense, if any, might one r e ad Nietzsche and derive 
better insight into genuine religious commitment? 

7. Cons ide ring Nietzsche's obje ctions to Christianity and moral 
values most closely associated with Christianity, do you believe 
that he has correctly unde rs tood Christianity? 

8. Nietzsche expresses contempt for John Stuart Mill. However, 
is there not a basic agreement betwe e n the two men in their 
ideal for meaningful human ex istenc e ? Compare Nietzsche's 
synthetic man and Mill's ideal of human individuality. 

9. What problems are associated with Nie tzsche's view that what 
is fundamental in life is the degree of power which one should 
exercise over othe rs? 
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Niebuhr, R., ''The American Future, 11 Readings II, 
XI-3-lff. 



UNIT XI 

The Twentieth Centu r y 

In a certain sens e it may b e s a id that the nine t e enth century ends and 
the twentiet h century b egins with the First World vVar of 1914-18 . Although 
there were important vo ices and movement s of d is s ent, t he n inet eenth 
c entury was characte rist ically t he age of opti m ism and the expe c t ation of 
progress. It was widely he l d a t the beg inning of the t went ieth c entury t hat 
the a dvanc e of scient ific t hought, t he spectacular p rolifiration of innovative 
technology, the expans ion of m ate r ial pr oduction, and the spread of liberal 
political ins t itutions all heralde d the com ing of an age of prosperity, pe ac e 
and fr eedom . Even the outbre ak of war in 1914 was celeb r ate d as the 
culminat ion of those ex pectations . A short d ecisive conflic t was to assure 
the trium ph of the "fitt ese' and t o s weep a way the last anomalies which 
held b ac k the advance of the new orde r . As late as 1917, Ame ricans 
ent er e d the conflict confident that they we r e fight ing "the war to end all 
wars" and "to make the world safe for de mocracy. 11 

The t errible reality of that great conflict had a shattering im pact on 
the moral climate of the wes t e rn world. In that great los s of h um an life, 
the "fi t t est" had not n ecessar ily survive d. The high explosive shells, 
the pois on gas and the hazards of 1 ife in th e trenches had m ad e no dis
tinct ions betwe en the wis e and the fool ish, th e educ ated and t he ignorant, 
the st r ong a nd the weak, o r the bra ve and the cowardly . The war had b een 
neithe r s hort nor de cis ive. So f a r f rom ending a ll wa rs , t h e war merely 
plante d the seeds for a second and more t erribl e confl ict tha t c a m e only 
twenty ye ars late r . So far from making the world s afe for democracy , 
the wa r l e a d to the establishm ent of totalita rian regimes in Italy , Ge r m any, 
and Russia, which not only r e jecte d fo r themselves the libe r al-dem ocrat ic 
tradition of the n in eteenth c entu r y, but also constituted a f a r greate r 
threat to the democracies in weste rn E urope than t he old a ut oc racie s had 
ever been. 

In the nine t eenth centu ry, "rational fa ith" in s cie nce , progr ess and 
productivity had widely s uperseded the trad itional fa ith of the Chris tian 
heritage. The shatte r ing of that rational fa ith in t h e dis illus ion ing 
experience s of the First vVorl d War, did not l e ad so muc h t o a r estoring 
of the traditional faith . It l e d to a grasping afte r new fai ths of irrationality: 
brutal nationalism , arrogant rae is m , and the promot ion of class conflict. 

If the nineteenth c en tury wa s a century of a secure fai th in progress 
and the future of m ankind , the twentiet h c entury has b ecome t he century 
of insecurity and uncertainty. Human be ings as individual s , as nations, 
as an internat ional com m unity, have had to search an ew in the twe ntieth 
century for the pr inciples of their exis tence. The purpose of this last 
unit in the course is to show you som e way s in which that search has prog
ressed and to sugges t why the ground of our own search m ust begin with 
the heritage we stand upon. 



CHART XI V. THE TWENTIETH CENTURY , BY DECADES 

Politics 

Edward VII 
Theodore Roos evelt 
Rus so-J apanes e l~ar 

Repb. of China ('11) 
Wor ld War I 
Russian revolution 

League of Nations 
Women's suffrage (U.S.) 
Prohibition (U.S.) 
Hussolini 

Gr ea t depression 
Franklin Roosevelt 
Hitler 
Si no-Japanese War 

\.Jorld War II 
U. S . drops atom bombs 
United Nations 
Independence of India 
People's Repb. of China 

Korean Har 
J os e ph McCarthy 
Ind ependent African 

nations 
Montgomery boycott 

hennedy assasination ('63) 
1-Ja t ts riots 
Vi etnam war 
King ass asination ('69) 

',!atergate 
Withdraw! from Vietnam 
Wo rldwide inflation, 

esp. cost of energy 

Culture , Re l igion 

Edward i an Sub-Tens 

Sigmund Freud, fl. 
Cubist s t yl e in a r t 

Apocalyptic Tens 

C. G. Jung, fl . 
Expre s sionism in art 
Stravinski , Rite of Spring 

Roaring Twenties 

Joyce , Mann, Ka f ka 
Wittgenstein , Heidegger 
Abstract ptg., surrealism 
"Talkies" (cinema ) 

Depressed Thirties 

Whi t ehead , Dewey , fl· 
Protestant nee-orthodoxy 
Bar t h, Bultmann , Brunner 
Niebuhr, H.R . , 'Niebuhr , R. 
Picass o, Q . 
Chrome and gl as s a rchtr . 
Bartok, Schoenberg, f l. 

Fight i ng Forties 

Jaspers, fl. 

Estab l ishment Fifties 

Sartre , Camus 
Dogma of As s umption of 

Mary 
Billy Graham, Q . 
Abstr act expression i sm 

Anti-Establi shment Six t i es 

Va t ican Council II 
"Pop" art , "op" ar t 

Me-Generation Seventies 

Sol zheni t s yn , f l. 
R.C./Anglican accord 

on euchar ist 
" Conceptual " ar t (U.S.) 

Sc i ence, Technology 

Ai rplane 
Radioact i vity, X-rays 
El ec tron 

Radio 
Quantum theory 

Relativity 
Atomic structure 
Discover y of genes 

TV 
I nd e terminacy 
Wave mechanics 

Rocke t s , helicopters 
Electronic computers · 
Ur anium f ission 
At omic accelerators 

Satellites 
Trans istor, laser 
Fusion bomb 
Tranquil i zers 

Spaceships 
Protein structure 
Nuc l eon structure 
Luna r landing 

Exploration of solar 
sys t em 

Gene ti c engineering 
Tec tonic plates (geol.) 



Unit XI. Lecture 1 

Commun ism and Fascism 

r. The First World War an d the end of the Nineteenth Century 

n. Communism and Na z ism: the r ise of two regimes 

A. The Russian ex perience 

1. War and revolution : th e Bolsheviks come to power 
2. The failu r e of War Communis m 
3. The New Econom i.e Policy 
4. The death of L enin and the rise of Stalin 

B. The German experience 

1. The end of the · cild order 
2. The ordeal of the Weimar. Republic 
3. The impact of the depression 
4. The Nazis come to power 

III. Stalinism and Hitlerism: the anatomy of totalitarian dictatorship 

A. Stalinism 

1. The Stalinist revolution: rapid industrialization and 
agricultural collectivization 

2. The consequences 

a. Political: dictatorship and the purges 
b. Social : regimentation 
c. Cultural: imposed uniformity 

B. Hitlerism 

1. Hitler's r evolution: from SA to SS 
2. Consequenc e s 

a. Co-ordination 
b. Militar ization 
c. Exterm ination 



Unit XI , Colloquium 1 

The Individual in the Totalitarian State 

Koestler, Arthur, Darkness at Noon 
The First Hearing: Sections!~ 6, 9, 12, 14 
The Second Hearing: Sections l, 3, 7 
The Third Hearing: Sections 1-3, 5, 6 
The Grammatical Fiction: Sections 1-3 

1. On what grounds has Rubashov been arrested? Why does he 
have such a hard time coming to terms with his situation? 

2. What concept of the Party is expressed in Rubashov's earlier 
dealings with Richard, Little Loewy, and Arlova? How does 
his situation cause him to reassess that concept? 

3. What deal is offered to Rubashov by Ivanov, the first interrogator? 
What would have been the moral effect if Rubashov had accepted 
Ivanov's deal ? 

4. On what grounds does Ivanov condemn humanitarian reformers 
such as Tolstoy and Gandhi? 

5. What principle does Rubashov develop for determining the 
extent to which individual fr eedom may be permitted? 

a. Why does Gletkin refuse to accept Rubashov' s 
confession, which is based on this principle? 

b. What one consolation does Gletkin encourage 
Rubashov to hope for? 

6. In what terms does Rubashov shape his final confe ssion? Why? 

7. In Darkness at Noon, wha t central is sue of modern life is 
being explored? 

8. What explanations are offered by Koestler for the confessions 
extracted from former Party leaders in the Stalinist purge 
trials? Are any of these same forces at work in our own 
society? 



Unit XI. Lecture 2 

Existentialism 

r. Defining existentialism, Characteristic themes rather than doctrines 
II. Two directions of existential thought: atheistic. theistic 
III. Four basic existential themes are exemplified by Kierkegaard and Sartre 

A. The lim its of reason 

1. Kierkegaard 

a. No purely rational assurance of an objective moral truth or 
of the existence of God 

b. Objectivity as a barrier to appropriating ethical and religious 
truth 

c. In the religious sphere truth offered in the form of absolute 
paradox. necessitating reason setting itself aside 

2. Sartre 

a. Rational criteria for fixing belief have no authority unless 
we choose to adhere to them 

b. Contingency of ex istence--denial of the principle of sufficient 
reason 

c. No a priori value 

B. The revelatory- role of "cris is experience" 

1. Kierkegaard: ennui, guilt, fear and trembling. dread, despair 
2. Sartre: nausea, anguish, abandonment 

C •. Freedom as constitutive of selfhood 

1. Kierkegaard 

a. The self defined as the capacity to transcend and freely to 
relate to one's nature 

b. Self identity determined by the mooe of existence (esthetic, 
ethical or religious) which one must freely choose 

I(' c. Free acknowledgment of God and objective values as a 
necessary condition of that freedom which i.s constitutive 
of authentic selfhood. 

2. Sartre 

a. 
~b. 
~c. 

"Existence preceeds essence" 
Freedom the source of all values 
Freedom as the source of all values is itself the supreme 
value 

d. Repudiation of God and a priori value as the necessary 
condition of authentic existence 

D. Thinking and existing 



Unit XI, Colloqu ium 2 

Fre edom, R espons ibility and Authentic Existence 

Sartre, J., Existentialism, Readings II. XI-2 -4ff. 
Kierkegaard, S •• Sickness Unto Death, Readings II, XI-2-lff. 

1. According to Sartre, is atheism a blessing or a Bane? 

2. Sartre says that each individual "must choose himself." What does 
this mean and how is this necessity related to his atheism and his 
claim that existence preceeds essence? 

3. Sartre argues that this responsibility of choosing oneself is made 
even more heavy by the fact that in choosing himself one inescapably 
"chooses for all men." Explain what Sartre means by this and how 
he argues for this posit ion. 

4. In light of Sartre's positions mentioned above explain what Sartre 
means by saying that the human condition is one of abandonment, 
anguish and despair. How can Sartre defend himself against the 
charges that he advocates quietism and pessimism? 

5. Think carefully about the example (which Sartre gives to illustrate 
the state of abandonment) of the pupil of Sartre's who came to him 
seeking ethical advice. What point does Sartre seek to illustrate? 
Does the example successfully illustrate that point ? 

6. Towards the end of the essay Sartre attempts to defend his existentialism 
against the following three object ions: 

(1) Since according to Sartre' s atheistic existentialism there 
is no God, no human nature and no a priori values, it 
doesn't matter what you choose. 

(2) Sartre "cannot judge .others, for.there is no reason for 
preferring one purpose to another." 

(3) "Your values are not s e rious , since you choose them 
yourselves." 

Explain how Sartre attempts to answer these objections. How well 
does he do in answering them ? 

7. How m~ght the short passage from Kierkegaard's Sickness Unto Death 
be seen as raising similar objections to a position like that of Sartre's? 

(Note: by "the infinite self" Kierkegaard means something like the self 
which is free in the radical sense in which Sartre says we are free.) 

8. Why does Sartre give the essay the title, "Existentialism is a 
Humanism"? Do you agree or disagree that his view is humanistic? 



Unit XI, Lecture 3 

The Heritage We Stand On 

I. Man, the copula of the universe 

A. Man as the greatest 
B. Man as noth ing 

II. Self-transcendence 

A. A unique gift 
B. A special responsibil ity 

III. The need for meaning 

IV. Purpose for life 

A. Understanding 
B. Creating 
C. Loving 

V. Challenge for the future 

A. Technology 

1. Industrial 
2. Medical 
3. Military 

B. Economics 
c. Politics 
D. Education 
E. Religion 

VI. The future of man 



Unit XI. Colloquium 3 

National Responsibilities 

Niebuhr. Reinhold, "The Am erican Future," Readings II, XI-3-lff. 

1. Do you believe that American id ealism can become a vice? 

2. An officer of the United States Army in Vietnam is reported to have 
said: "We had to destroy the village in order to save it. " Does that 
statement demonstrate the accuracy of the warnings in Niebuhr's 
"The American Future"? 

3. America, says Niebuhr. has great virtue and gre at power, yet he sees 
this fact as a handicap to be overcom e . Do you agree that the possessor 
of great power and great virtue is handicapped? How can America 
cope with its handicap? 

4. What dangers are faced by the United States as a consequence of 
having little experience with "the tragic vicissitudes of history?" 

5. Can man be the master of his hi stor ical destiny? 
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