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MAN IN THE LIGHT OF HISTORY AND RELIGION 
A Syllabus for Humanities 201-202 

Preface to the Twelfth Edition, 1980 
(Revised 1981, 1982, 1984) 

The Man Course is no stranger to change. It has long been 
our custom to print an edition to last only three to five years, 
thus making mandatory a periodic review of the content and 
methods of the course. Three rev1s1ons in four years are 
evidence of years of experiment as the Man staff has adapted the 
program to the changing circumstances resulting from the 
extension of the course to two years. These changes have 
included the scheduling of one hour and a half sessions on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays for the the Sophomore year, experimenting 
with Sophomore 11 mini-lectures 11 in addition to the regular lecture 
schedule, increasing the use of audio-visual aids, the omitting 
of seminars and then reinstating them with this edition. Space 
for the addition of a week of seminars in each term was made 
possible by the merging of congenial lecture topics into one 
lecture period. This can be noted in the interpretation of the 
works of Thomas Aquinas and Dante as expressions of the medieval 
synthesis, and in the exposition of the Industrial Revolution and 
Darwin as expressions of fundamental changes in the nineteenth 
century. 

The careful observer will note on the front cover that, by 
use of computer graphics, we declare symbolically what we have 
always affirmed in the Man course: that we use the word man in 
its true generic sense as encompassing in one species both men 
and women. Those who would insist that it is time we include 
readings concerning women may be gratified to see that we have 
incorporated selections from Simone de Beauvoir•s The Second Sex. 

Other new materials include a synopsis by Prof. Hatfield of 
Koestler•s Darkness at Noon, some examples of classical and 
romantic poetry, a selection--from Kierkegaard•s Sickness unto 
Death, and Faulkner•s speech accepting the Nobel Prize-ror 
literature. Some diagrams have been added to help in 
understanding Dante•s Divine Comedy. 

We are grateful to the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation for their 
grant in support of interdisciplinary studies which made the 
study leading to this revision possible. We are also indebted to 
Mrs. Evelena B. Grant whose skill as faculty secretary and 
whose never-ceasing good-will have lightened our labors; and to 
Miss Kathryn E. Murphy whose enthusiasm and efficiency have made 
her so valuable a member of the team. 

Fred W. Neal 
James W. Jobes 
Douglas W. Hatfield 
Elaine E. Whitaker 



UNIT V 

MEDIEVAL EUROPE 

ASSIGNMENTS 

1. The Organization of Christendom 

Lecture 1 The Medieval Papacy and the Empire 

Colloquium 1 

Harrison and Sullivan, Chapter 17, "The Feudal and 
Manorial Systems," 207-216 and Chapter 19, 
"Political Revival: The Holy Roman Empire," 
231 -240. 

McNeill, J.T., Makers of the Christian Tradition, 
Chapter III, 11 Papa1Rulers of the West," 51-70. 

Sword and Crozier 

Documents relating to the conflict between 
Gregory VII and Henry IV, Readings, 
VII-3-1 to 10. 

The Concordat of Worms, Syllabus. 
Boniface VIII, Unam Sanctam, Readings, VII-3-10ff. 
Marsilius, ConcTUSTons from Defensor Pacis, Syllabus. 

2. The Christian Life~ the Middle Ages 

Lecture 2 

Colloquium 2 

Medieval Faith 

Harrison and Sullivan, Chapter 22, "The Revival and 
Triumph of the Church," 264-273. 

McNeill, J.T., Makers of the Christian Tradition, 
Chapter IV, 11 Brothers and Sisters of the Poor," 
71-100. 

The Structure of Piety 

Benedict of Nursia, The Rule, Readings, 
VII-4-1 to 9. 

Documents relating to the Life and Character of 
St. Francis, Readings, VII-4-9 to 14. 

Eugenius IV, The Seven Sacraments (Exultate Deo), 
Readings, VIII-4-15ff. -

3. Medieval Christian Thought 

Lecture 3 

Part I 

The Medieval Synthesis 

Thomas Aquinas 

McNeill, J.T., Makers of the Christian Tradition, 
Chapter V, "The Glorious Company of Teachers," 
101-136. 

Thomas Aquinas, Commentary on Boethius• "On 
the Trinity", Syllabus. 



Part I I 

Colloquium 3 

Colloquium 4 

Dante 

Scholasticism--Thomas Aq ui nas 

Thomas Aquinas, Sermon~ the Creed , Syl labus . 
Thomas Aquinas, Summa Contra Gentiles, Book I, 

Chapters 3-7; Book III, Part I, Chapters 1 and 
37 and Book IV, Chapter 54 , Readings, 
VII-5-1 to 15. 

Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica, First Section of 
Second Part, Q. 91, articles 1- 4, Readings, 
VII -5-16ff. 

The Divine Comedy 

Dante, selections f rom The Divi ne Comedy, Readings, 
VI I-6-1 ff. 



UNIT V 

MEDIEVAL MAN: EUROPE IN THE MIDDLE AGES 

Early historians, who first made the familiar divisions, Ancient, 
Medieval, and Modern were generally prepared to concede greatness to the 
ancients and to modern man, but they looked condescendingly upon the long 
period that separated them (500-1500) as a dark and barbaric age. Sometimes 
they expressed their disdain for the period by describing it as "Gothic." 
Later, the Romantic movement of the nineteenth century dressed the Medieval 
period in a chivalric and battlemented glory that gave it an aura that was 
far more mystical than historical. ·only since the late nineteenth century 
has the Middle Ages been studied with sufficient care to assess its 
importance and to discover its true significance. 

Between 300 and 600 A.D. the Roman Empi re (to use a political te rm) or 
Graeco-Roman civilization (to use a cultural one) encountered two tremendous 
forces, the Christian religion and the Germanic migrations. The period of 
amalgamation of these three diverse forces was, naturally, one of profound 
upheaval and uncertainty. Ancient political and economic institutions 
crumbled, central government and organized trade disappeared, and in their 
stead a new type of government, based on the holding of land, the one stable 
form of wealth in a disintegrating society, began to emerge. The conditions 
out of which feudalism arose were beginning. 

The Christian church, when tolerated by the Roman emperors, quickly 
became a dominant force in the fourt h century. It then had to formulate its 
creed and its dogmas, expand its litu rgy, and enlarge its organization. The 
flood of new converts brought with them ideas and philosophies which 
affected and modified earlier forms. It was essential to define and to 
formulate doctrine; to distinguish what was "orthodox" from what was 
"heretical." This was largely the task of the Church Fathers, both Latin and 
Greek, and of the Ecumenical Councils which began at Nicaea in 325. After 
the fall of the last Western Roman emperor (476) and the influx of Germanic 
tribes into the empire, the bishop of Rome began to assume both spritual and 
political leadership in the West. By the time of Gregory the Great 
(590-604) one may say that the power of the papacy was clearly established. 
Other institutions which emerged during this early epoch of the middle ages 
and which had lasting effects are monasticism, the Byzantine empire, and 
Islam. 

After Christians ceased to be persecuted, one of the major problems 
was, "What is the highest form of Christian life?" Martyrdom had early 
become the crowning achievement of Christian confession. Now it was almost 
universally agreed that it was d~votion to contemplation and overcoming the 
temptations of "the world." First there was a great exodus to the Egyptian 
and Syrian deserts of the hermit type monk. Later certain leaders saw the 
necessity of community or cenobitic life, and the era of "rules" for 
religious communities began. The men whose ideas have dominated the 
monastic life of East and West to this day are Basil of Caesarea and 
Benedict of Nursia. Though the West was later to produce many religious 
orders, nearly all are but modifications and reform of the practical and 
noble rule of St. Benedict. 

The Byzantine or the Eastern Roman empire, thanks to the impregnable 
position of Constantinople, su rvived the fall of the West by a thousand 
years. Cut off from the Latin world, i t assumed Greek and oriental cultural 
traditions and became the focal point for Greek Christianity. Thus the 
adjective Byzantine has many nuances. It implies the inheritance of Roman 



government and law, but in Greek dress; a church in which the emperor 
dominated the clergy, but a church with an ancient and beautiful liturgy 
whose theologians were given to intricate theological arguments; and a~ 
architecture, exemplified by Hagia Sophia with its Greek cross plan, its 
dome on pendentives, its glistening mosaics. 

Islam signifies both a religion and also lands embraced by the 
religion. Mohammed united the Arab tribes, and their great conquests (ca. 
640-740) extended from India to the Pyrenees and formed a serious threat to 
Europe. It was a region that inherited Greek, Roman, and Byzantine 
traditions, and the unifying forces of Islam and the Arabic language enabled 
it to produce a new culture, called Saracenic in the Middle Ages, and later 
to transmit to Europe much Greek learning and literature. 

I I • 

After 800 it seemed that i n western Europe a synthesis of the ancient 
world, Christian and German, was about to be accomplished by the Franks 
under Charlemagne. Then three new threats confused the picture and again 
plunged Europe into disruption and turmoil during the ninth and tenth 
centuries. This central period {850-1050) was perhaps Europes darkest age. 

The triple threat of this period, the Viki ngs, the Magyars, and the 
internecine strife between the grandsons of Charlemagne ravaged western 
Europe. The Vikings in their dragon ships raided and plundered from Russia 
and the Baltic to Constantinople. Almost simultaneously the Magyars moved 
from the Balkans and overran eastern and central Europe. Meanwhile the 
French and German sons of Louis the Pious were struggling over the middle 
kingdom, lying between their lands. Life was unsafe, the weak sought 
protection of the strong, and the resultant breakdown in government and 
trade fixed feudalism on Europe. It was done from practical, not 
theoretical motives. Bishoprics and monastic lands fell into the pattern, 
and at this time the papacy reached a low ebb. Two permanent hostilities, 
which have embittered and torn Europe since, came from this time of trouble: 
the Franco-German and the German-Slav. 

I I I • 

By 1050 A.D. the last barbarian invasions were over, and in the 
eleventh century Europe began a counter-attack. The Arabs were driven from 
Sicily; Christian knights fought the Moors in Spain; and finally came the 
First Crusade {1095) when French knights carved out kingdoms in the east. 
These events may be said to have ushered in the High Middle Ages, the period 
from 1100 to 1350 which saw the rise of modern European states and the 
flowering of medieval civilization. 

The accomplishments of medieval civilization were manifold. During 
these years towns emerged giving birth to a new class, the bourgeoisie, and 
to a new economic force, capitalism. Again, the middle ages saw the 
beginnings of national development that would challenge and overturn the 
internationalism of the papacy. During the last period of the Middle Ages 
secular literatures, written in the vernacular, began to challenge the 
ascendancy of Latin and of devotional topics. The feudal epic, the 
troubador song, the chivalric romance as well as the popular ballads and 
bourgeois fables were in the common tongue. By the end of our period many 
countries produced poets who stood beside the ancient, such as Chaucer, 
Dante, and Jean de Meun. 



To speak of economi c , of political, or of secula r l i tera ry 
accomplishments in the Middle Ages is to recognize the begi nni ngs of 
movements that were to flower in later periods. The emphasis in the Middle 
Ages on the hierarchical orchestration of faith in life eternal with the 
ongoing processes of life temporal hardly explains the greatness of the 
period to modern man. However, the importance of Christian social and 
intellectual unity requires that we consider some of the medieval 
achievements that have made permanent contribution in this area. 

1) The cathedral schools, revitalized by the recove ry 
of Greek philosophy and logic, and by Arab science 
and mathematics, developed into the universities. 
These institutions in turn produced the great medi
eval schoolmen and the great thinkers- - theologians 
whose systems are stll impressive. 

2) This was an age of great religious architecture , of 
the Romanesque and Gothi c styles. Religious sculp
ture, stained glass windows and plainsong music 
brought life and depth and meaning to the great 
architectural accomplishments which have hardly been 
surpassed. 

3) This was an age of Christian unity. From the depths 
of the tenth century, the monastery of Cluny led a 
movement which revived monasticism, and eventually 
achieved papal absolutism, a doctrine of the suprem
acy of church over state which led to bitter strug
gles. By 1215 (Innocent III) the church seemed to 
have triumphed. Medieval Christian unity was not 
monolithic, but the loss of such unity as there was 
with the rise of modern nationalism, would lead some 
in later ages of divisiveness to look back with nos
talgia. 

Early Christianity had come into the pagan world proclaiming that the 
end of the age was near at hand. One of Augustine's contributions, in The 
~of God, had been to stretch out the time line, to show that there could 
oe--a Chrfstian understanding in historical perspective. In the centuries 
that followed, catholic faith was able to convert the ba rbarians, confront 
emerging national states, make a place within its structure for the mystical 
impulse, and adapt Arab science and philosophy to its own uses. It built an 
intricate and interrelated structure, incorpo rating church and state, 
secular and sacred, mason and monk, teacher and mystic, Rome and Je rusalem, 
time and eternity. 

However, by 1300 new movements were afoot that would lead to the 
breakdown of the unity of the high Middle Ages and the ushering in of the 
Renaissance and the Reformation. 

John Henry Davis 



300 A.D. 

Barbarian Migrations 
c. 350-550 

400 

410 Visigoths sack 
Rome 

445-53 Huns in Italy 
431-751 Frankish King

dom 
476, last Roman Emperor 
in West 

500 
Theodoric (489-526) 
Ostrogothic Kingdom 
in Italy 

600 

Lombards in Italy 
c. 586-774 

Decline of Merovingians 
in France 

700 

Rise of Carolingians 
Charles Martel (714-41) 
Pepin (747-68) King 

( 751) 
Charlemagne (768-814) 

BOO 

Division of Carolingian 
Empire, 842 

Civil War between grand
sons of Charlemagne 

Ninth century invasions; 
Vikings, Magyars 

900 

936-73 Otto I 
962 Otto crowned 
Holy Roman Emperor 

CHART VI. THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD 

Edict of Milan 313 
Counci~of Nicea (325) 

Ambrose 
Jerome, Vulgate 

Augustine, Ciry of God 
Leo I (440-61 , rise of papal 
power 

432-61, Patrick in Ireland 
451 Council of Chalcedon 

Boethius 
Cassiodorus 
Benedict of Nursia 
Augustine of Canterbury 
500-800 Irish Monastic 
scholarship 

Papal power supported 
by Franks 

Boniface in Germany 
Alcuin; Einhard 
Charlemagne crowned 
in Rome, 800 

Iconoclastic controversy 

911 Cluny founded 

987 Hugh Capet, King 
of France 

Justini an (527-565), 
Co rpus Juris ~ivilis. 

Mohammed, c. 570-632 
The Hegi ra, 632 
632- 732 Conquest of Persia, 
Egypt , Syria, N. Africa, 
Spain 

Batt l e of Tours (732) 

Harun al Rashid , 
Abbasid Caliphate, 
750-1258 

Kiev dominan t in Russia 
c . 880- 1240 

Islami c art flourishes 
Greek philosophy and 
science revived by 
Arabs 

c. 990 Russia Christi an 



CHART VI. THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD (CONTINUED) 

1000 A.D. 

Emperor Henry II 
reforms German 
church and the papacy 

Norman conquest of 
England (1066) 

1100 

Crusades (1096-1204) 
Kingdom of Jerusalem 

Henry II of England 
develops jury, common 
law 

Philip Augustus 
establishes power of 
Medieval French 
Monarchy 

Guelf vs. Hohenstauffen 
struggle in Germany 

1200 

Fourth crusade, 1204 
Capture of 
Constantinople 

Latin kingdom in 
Greece till 1264 

Leo IX (1049-54) 

Cardinal College (1059) 

Struggle between Hilde
brand (Pope Gregory VII, 
1073-85) and Henry IV 
and other kings over 
investiture 

Monastic revival: 
Cistercians 
St. Bernard (d. 1153) 

Crusading orders 

INNOCENT III (1198-1216) 
zenith of the papacy 
Fourth Lateran Council 

John of England (1199-1216) 
lost Normandy (1215) 

Edward I (1272-1307) 
conquers Wales, 
_Scotland 
Great Parliament, 

1295 
Frederick II, Holy Roman 

Emperor (1194~1250) 
·last great medieval 
king 

1300 

FOR 14th AND 15th 
CENTURIES SEE NEXT 
CHART 

Albigensian Heresy 

Francis (1182-1226) 
Dominic (1170-1221) 

FOR ITALIAN RENAISSANCE 
CHURCH DEVELOPMENTS, 
SEE NEXT CHART 

Separation of Eastern and 
Western Churches (1054) 

Cluniac reforms 

Romanesque art flourishes 
Plain song music perfected 
Song of Roland 
Developing scholasticism: 

Anselm of Canterbury 
(d. 11 09) 
Cur Deus Homo? - ----

Abelard (d. 1142) 
Sic et Non 

Beginning of Universities 
Revival of Roman Law 

Canon Law 
Gratian - Decretals 1140 
Rise of Gothic architecture 
Troubadors 
Goliardic poetry 

Arthurian romance 
Height of scholasticism 

Albertus Magnus, d. 1280 
Thomas Aquinas, d. 1274 
Summa Theologica 
Summa Contra Gentiles 

Protest of Roger Bacon 
Beginning of polyphonic 

music 
Age of Gothic building 
Romance of the Rose 

Dante, ( 1265-1321) 
Divine Comedy, 1300 
Chaucer 



Unit V, Colloquium 1 

Sword and Crozier 

Documents relating to the conflict between Gregory VII and Henry IV , 
Readings, VII-3-1 to 10. 

The Concordat of Worms, Syllabus 
BOniface VIII,-unam Sanctam, Readings, VII-3-10ff. 
Marsilius, Conclusions from Defensor Pacis, Syllabus 

1. List reasons in favor of clerical celibacy in the time of Gregory VII . 
Are these reasons valid today? 

2. What issues were involved in the dispute over investitures? Why was 
the matter so important to the pope and to the emperor? Interpret 
the relationship between Emperor Henry IV and Pope Gregory VII by 
using the theory of "two swords." 

3. Should the freedom and independence of the church be guaranteed even 
if the church takes a stand contrary to public policy? 

4. Indicate the dangers involved in the deposition and banning of 
Henry IV by Gregory VII. Who was the victor in the struggle? 

5. What political, ecclesiastical and social effects could be expected 
from the use of principles of government which were declared by 
Gregory VII in the Dictatus?(VII-3-1) Compare these principles 
with those of Marsilius of Padua. (Syllabus) 

6. The aims of Gregory VII were to reform the church and to build a 
Christian society. What do you think of Gregory•s purposes and 
methods? What are proper ways the church can use to bring about 
a Christian society? · 

7. What is a concordat? What situation is being arbitrated? 

8. Explain both the literal meaning and the significance of the 
phrase "confer the regalia." What is "investiture by ring and 
staff"? 

9. Compare the views of Boniface VIII and of Marsilius on ultimate 
authority in earthly matters. 

10. On what classical philosopher does Marsilius rely? 

11. According to Marsilius, what documents and/or persons must an 
individual Christian obey? Distinguish between the general 
council of Christians and the Christian "legislator." What are 
the responsibilities of general councils? By whom are they called? 



Unit V, Lecture 1 

The Medieval Papacy and the Empire 

I. Europe in the tenth century 

A. The heritage of Charlemagne 
B. Otto I (936-973) and the revival of empire 

II Stages in the growth of medieval papal power 

A. The Cluniac reform movement 
B. Growth of the reform ideal (910-1073) 
C. Gregory VII (1073-1085) and the investiture 

controversy 
D. The papacy in the twelfth and thirteenth 

centuries 

1. The rise of the Hohenstaufens 
2. The papcy and England 
3. The crusades 

III. The crisis of the medieval papcy 

A. The challenge to papal power 
B. The Babylonian Captivity (1305-1377) 
C. The Great Schism (1378-1415) 

1. The Council of Constance (1414-1418) 
2. The emergence of a new papal monarchy 



THE CONCORDAT OF WORMS 

Between Pope Callixtus II and 
Emperor Henry V, 23 September 1122 

The Promise of the Pope 

Calixtus, bishop, servant of the servants of God, to 
his beloved son, Henry, by the grace of God emperor of the 
Romans, Augustus. 

We hereby grant that in Germany the elections of the 
bishops and abbots who hold directly from the crown shall be 
held in your presence, such elections to be conducted 
canonically and without simony or other illegality. In the 
case of disputed elections you shall have the right to 
decide between the parties, after consulting with the 
archbishop of the province and his fello~bishops. You 
shall confer the regalia of the office upon the bishop or 
abbot elect by giving him the sceptre, and this shall be 
done freely without exacting any payment from him; the 
bishop or abbot elect on his part shall perform all the 
duties that go with the holding of the regalia. 

In other parts of the empire the bishops shall receive 
the regalia from you in the same manner within six months of 
their consecration, and shall in like manner perform all the 
duties that go with them. The undoubted rights of the Roman 
church, holl:rever, are not to be regarded as prejudiced by 
this concession. If at any time you shall have occasion to 
complain of the carrying out of these provisions, I will 
undertake to satisfy your grievances as far as shall be 
consistent with my office. Finally, I hereby make a true 
and lasting peace with you and with all of your followers, 
including those who supported you in the recent controversy. 

The Promise of Henry y 

In the name of the holy and undivided Trinity. 

For the love of God and his holy church and of pope 
Calixtus, and for the salvation of my soul, I, Henry, by the 
grace of God, emperor of the -Romans, Augustus, hereby 
surrender to God and his apostles, Sts. Peter and Paul, and 
to the holy Catholic church, all investiture by ring and 
staff. I agree that elections and consecrations shall be 
conducted canonically and shall be free from all 
interference. I surrender also the possessions and regalia 
of St. Peter which have been seized by me during this 
quarrel, or by my father in his lifetime, and which . are now 
in my possession, and I promise to aid the church to recover 
such as are held by any other persons. I restore also the 



possessions of all other churches and princes, 
secular, which have been taken away during 
this quarrel, which I have, and promise to 
recover such as are held by any other person s . 

clerical or 
the course of 
aid them to 

Finally, I make true and las t i ng peace with pope 
Calixtus and with the holy Roman church and with all who are 
or have ever been of his party. I will aid the Roman church 
whenever my help is asked, and wi ll do justice in all 
matters in regard to which the church may have occasion to 
make complaint. 

the consent and 
written below: 

archbishop of 

All these things have been done with 
advice of the princes whose names are 
Adelbert, archbishop of Mainz; Frederick, 
Cologne, etc. 

From O.J. Thatcher and E.H. McNeal, A Source Book for 
Medieval History (New York: Charles Scribner's Son~905), 
164-66. 



CoNCLUSIONS DRAwN BY lL~RSILIUs OF PADUA FROM 

HIS "DEFENSOR p .ACIS." 

Jrl&r~iliua of Padua, DefeD!IOr Pa.ci.s, Part Ill, cb. ii; Gold&st, ldoD&l'Cbia Saocti 
Romani Imperii, II, pp. 309 ff. 

The Defen~~or Paci& is a treatise on politics written by Marsiliua, 
or Maraiglio, a canon of the church of Padua, in 1324 . . His authority 
ia the PolitiC& of Aristotle, which Marsilius knew from a Latin sum· 
mary current in the Middle Age. From this as a basis be constructs 
a political theory and testa the existing institutions by it. The 
work ia divided into three parts; the first two form a diffuse essay, 
and the last is a summary of his arguments in the form of forty-two 
concl.uicmu, which are translated here, because they give in a concise 
form the essential points of his theory. As regards the political 
aituation of his own time, the general tendency of the treatise is 
imperial and anti-papal; it was used by Lud\vig IV [the Bavarian] 
in his eonfiict with the A vignon popes. Hence it was regarded by 
the papal party as unorthodox and heretical. In the bull of John 
XXII, 1327, five statements were selected and condemned as heresies 
(see no. 166). His views on the origin and nature of the state are 

Aristotelian: the state is a perfected community existing for the 
good of the people; the supreme power resides in the body of the 
citizens, who make the laws, and choose the form of government, etc. 
The prince rules by the authority of the whole body of citizens. To 
this body Marsilius gives the name legialator. The elective monarchy 
is the form of government preferred by Marsilius, whose ideal state 
thus corresponds in theory with the holy Roman empire. His views 
on the relation of the state and the church are very different from 
the views common in the Middle Age. The supreme institution is 
the state which has established the priesthood or the church to look 
after the spiritual welfare of its citizens. Hence the state has the 
right to control the church, but the church bas not the corresponding 
right to control the state. The treatment of the church in itself is 
also interesting. Marsilius attacks the Petrine theory and the whole 
papal structure. All bishops are equal in religious authority, deriv
ing their power immediately from Christ. If one priest or bishop is 
placed over another it is for the purpose of organization, and the 
authority of the superior is derived from the state. He also asserts 
that within the church the supreme authority is not the pope, but 
the general council of Christians. 

Conclusion 1. The one divine canonical Scripture, the 
conclusions that necessarily follow from it, and the interpre
tation placed upon it by the common consent of Christians, 
are true, and belief in them is necessary to the salvation of 
those to whom they are made known. 

2. The general council of Christians or its majority alone 
has the authority to define doubtful passages of the divine 
law, and to determine those that are to be regarded as articles 
of the Christian faith, belief in which is essential to salva
tion; and no partial council or single person of any position 
has the authority to decide these questions. 

3. The gospels teach that no temporal punishment or 
penalty should be used to compel observance of divine com
mandments. 

4. It is necessary to salvation to obey the commandments 
of the new divine law [the New Testament] and the conclu
sions that follow necessarily from it and the precepts of 
reason; but it is not :Q.ecessary to salvation to obey all the 
commandments of the ancient law [the Old Testament]. 



1. In regard to the "legislator,· 
Marsilius cites Aristotle as 
follows: "The legislator or the 
effective cause of the law is the 
people, the whole body of the 
citizens, or the majority of that 
body, expressing its will and choice 
in a general mee ting of the 
citizens, and commanding or deciding 
that certain things shall be done or 
left undone, under threat of 
temporal penalty or punishment." 

2 "Coercive" or "coactive" powe r is 
the power, residing in the ruler or 
the officials of the state and 
derived from the "legislator," to 
compel observance of the laws or 
decrees o f the state by for c e or 
threat of penalty. A coercive 
judgment i s a judgment given by an 
official who has the power to 
enforce his decisions. Marsilius 
maintains that c oercive powe r a nd 
coercive j udgments are the 
prerogatives of the state and cannot 
be exercised by the church. 

1L-tRSILIUS OF P ..ADUA. 

5. No mortal has the right to dispense with the com
mands or prohibitions of the new divine law; but the general 
council and the Christian "legislator" 1 alone have the right 
to prohibit things which are permitted by the new law, under 
penalties in this world or the next~ and no partial council or 
single person of any position has that right. 

. 6. The whole body of citizens or its majority alone is the 
human "legislator." 

7. Decretals and decrees of the bishop of Rome, or of 
any other bishops or body of bishops, have no power to coerce 
anyone by secular penalties or punishments, except by ·the 
authorization of the human "legislator." 

8. The ''legislator'' alone or the . one who rules by its 
authority has the power to dispense with human laws. 

9. The elective principality or other office derives its 
authority from the election of the body having the right to 
.elect, and not from the confirmation or approval of any 
other power. . 

10. The election of any prince or other official, especially 
one who has the coercive power, 2 is determined solely by the 
expressed will of the "legislator." 

11. There can be only one supreme ruling power in a 
state or kingdom. 

12. The number and the qualifications of persons who 
hold state offices and all civil matters are to be determined 
solely by the Christian ruler according to the law or ap-
proved custom [of the state]. · · 

13. No prince, still more, no partial council or singi~ 

person of any position, has full authority and control over 
other persons, laymen or clergy, without the authorization of 
the ''legislator." 

14. No bishop or priest has coercive authority or jurisdic
tion over any layman or clergyman, even if he is a heretic. · 

15. The prince who rules by the authority of the "legisla
tor'' has jurisdiction over the persons and possessions of 
every single mortal of every station, whether lay or clerical, 
and over every body of laymen or clergy. 

16. No bishop or priest or body of bishops or priests has 
the authority to excommunicate anyone or to interdict the 
performance of divine services, without the a.uthorization of 
the ''legislator." 

17. All bishops derive their authority in equal measure 
immediately from Christ, and it cannot be proved from the 
divine law that one bishop should be over or under another, 
in temporal or spiritual matters. 

18. The other. bishops, singly or in a body, have the same 
r ight by divine authority to exco~unicate or otherwise ex
ercise authority over the bishop of Rome, having obtained the 
consent of the ''legislator," as the bishop of Rome has to 
~xcommunicate or control them. 

19. No mortal has the authority to permit marriages that 
are pro hi bi ted by the divine law, especially by the New Tes
tament. The right to permit marriages which are prohibited 
by human law belongs solely to the "legislator'' or to the one 
who rules by its authority. 

20. The right to legitimatize children born of.illegitimate 
union so that they may receive inheritances, or other civil or 
ecclesiastical offices or benefits, belongs solely to the ''legis
lator." 
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21. The ''legislator'' alone has the right to promote to 
ecclesiastical orders, and to judge of the qualifications of 
persons for these offices, by a coercive decision, and no priest 
or bishop has the right to promote anyone without its 
authority. 

22. The prince who rules by the authority of the laws of 
Christians, has the right to determine the number of churches 
and temples, and the number of priests, deacons, and other 
clergy who shall serve in them. 

23. "Separable" s ecclesiastical offices may be conferred 
or taken away only by the authority of the ''legislator'' ; the 
same is true of ecclesiastical benefices and other property 
devoted to pious purposes. 

24. No bishop or body of bishops has the right to establish 
notaries or other civil officials. 

25. No bishop or body of bishops may give permission to 
teach or practice in any profession or occupation, but this 
right belongs to the Christian "legislator'' or to the one who 
rules by its authority. 

26. In ecclesiastical offices and benefices those who have 
received consecration as deacons . or priests, or have been 

·otherwise irrevocably dedicated to God, should be preferred 
to those who have not been thus consecrated. 

27. The human ''legislator'' has the right to use ecclesi
astical temporalities for the common public good and defence. 
after the needs of the priests and clergy, the expenses of 
divine worship, and the necessities of the poor have been 
satisfied. 

28. All properties established for pious purposes or for 
works of mercy, such as those that are left by will for the 
making of a crusade, the redeeming of captives, or the sup
port of the poor, and similar purposes, may be disposed of by 
the prince alone according to the decision of the "legislator'' 
and the purpose of the testator or giver. 

29. The Christian "legislator'' alone has the right to for
bid or permit the establishment of religious orders or houses. 

30. The prince alone, acting in accordance with the laws 
of the "legislator," has the authority to condemn heretics, 
delinquents, and all others who should endure temporal pun
ishment, to inflict bodily punishment upon them, and to 
exact fines from them. 

31. No subject who is bound to another by a legal oath 
may be released from his obligation by any bishop or priest, 
unless the "legislator'' has decided by a coercive decision that 
there is just cause for it. 

32. The general council of all Christians alone has the 
authority to create a metropolitan bishop or church, and to 
reduce him or it from that position. 

33. The Christian "legislator'' or the one who rules by its 
authority over Christian states, alone has the right to convoke 
either a general or local council of priests, bishops, and other 
Christians, by coercive power; and no man may be compelled 
by threats of temporal or spiritual punishment to obey the 
decrees of a council convoked in any other way. 

34. The general council of Christians or the Christian 
"legislator" alone has the authority to ordain fasts and other 
prohibitions of the use of food; the council or ''legislator'' 
alone may prohibit the practice of mechanical arts or teach
ing which divine law permits to be practiced on any day, and 

3 "Separable" offices of the clergy, 
according to Harsilius, are those 
functions commonly exercised by the 
clergy, which are not essentially 
bound up with their spiritual 
character. The terms essential and 
non-essential are used as synonymous 
respectively with inseparable and 
separable. The essential or 
inseparable powers of the clergy are 
"the power to bless the bread and 
wine, and turn them into the blessed 
body and blood of Christ, to 
administer the other sacraments of 
the church, and to bind and to loose 
men from their sins." Non-essential 
or separable functions are the 
government or control of one priest 
over others (i.e., the offices of 
bishop, archbishop, etc.), the 
administration of the sacraments, 
etc., in a certain place and to a 
certain people, and the 
administration of temporal 
possessions of the church. In 
respect to their separable functions 
the clergy are under the control of 
the state. 
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the "legislator'' or the one who rules by its authority alone 
may constrain men to obey the prohibition by temporal pen
alties. 

35. The general council of Christians alone has the 
authority to canonize anyone or to order anyone to be adored 
as a saint. 

36. The general council of Christians alone has the 
authorify to forbid the marriage of priests, bishops, and 
other clergy, and to make other laws concerning ecclesiastical 
discipline, and that council or the one to whom it delegates 
its authority alone may dispense with these laws. 

37. It is always permitted to appeal to the "legislator'' 
from a coercive decision rendered by a bishop or priest with 
the authorization of the "legislator." 

38. Those who are pledged to observe complete poverty 
may not have in their possession any immovable property, 
unless it be with the fued intention of selling it as soon as 
possible and giving the money to the poor; they may not have 
such rights in either movable or immovable property as would 
enable them, for e..""<ample, to recover them by ·a coercive 
decision from any person who should take or try to take them 
away. 

· 39. The people as a community and as individuals, ac
cording to their several means, are required by divine law 
to support the bishops and other clergy authorized by the 
gospel, so that they may have food and clothing and the 
other necessaries of life; but the people are not required to 
pay tithes or other taxes beyond the amount necessary for 
such support. 

40. The Christian "legislator'' or the one who rules by its 
authority has the right to compel bishops and other clergy 
who live in the province under its control and whom it 

·supplies with the necessities of life, to perform divine services 
and administer the sacrament. 

41. The bishop of Rome and any other ecclesiastical or 
spiritual minister may be advanced to a "separable" ecclesi
astical office only by the Christian ''legislator'' or the one 
who rules by its authority, or by the general council of 
Christians; and they may be suspended from or deprived 
of office by the same authority. 

From O.J. Thatcher and E.H. McNeal, A Source Book 
for Medieval History (New York: Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1905), 317-324. 



Unit V, Lecture 2 

Medieval Faith 

I • The medieval perspective 

A. The boundaries of the medieval outlook 
B. The pre-eminence of the church 

I I • Religious life as directed by the church 

A. The sacraments 

1. Baptism 
2. Confi nnat ion 
3. Eucharist 
4. Penance 
5. Extreme unction 
6. Marriage 
7. Ordination 

B. The organization of the church 

1. The regular clergy 

a. The monastic ideal 
b. The chief orders: Benedictine, Cluniac, Cistercian 
c. The friars: Dominican, Franciscan 
d. The decline of the other-worldly ideal 

2. The secular clergy 

a. The secular hierarchy 
b. The Papal curia 
c. Administrative divisions 

c. The discipline of church members 

1. Penance 
2. Excommunication 
3. Interdict 
4·. Canon law 
5. Ecclesiastical courts 

D. The religion of the common man 



Unit V, Colloquium 2 

The Structure of Piety 

Benedict of Nursia, The Rule , Readings, VII-4-1 to 4. 
Documents relating to the Life and Character of St. Francis, 

Readings, VII-4-9 to 14. 
Eugenius IV, The Seven Sacraments (Exultate Deo), 

Readings,-vii-4-15ff. 

1. The basic monastic vows were poverty, chastity and obedience. How 
relevant are they to basic temptations of a person•s life? 

2. List the steps on the ladder of humility. How do they point to the 
ideal of monastic life? What is the result of climbing the ladder 
of humility? How does your reading from the Rule of St. Benedict 
illustrate to you why Benedict was called an exponent-aT moderate 
asceticism? What indications did you find in your readings to 
illustrate how Benedict made monasticism into a constructive force 
in western society? 

3. What was St. Francis• understanding of discipleship? 

4. What are the seven sacraments? Are all the sacraments relevant to 
every good catholic Christian? How many sacraments do you believe 
a church today should have? 

5. What is the purpose of each of the sacraments? Which sacraments 
cannot be repeated? Why not? Distinguish the material, form and 
ministrant of each sacrament. If communicants receive only the 
bread and not the wine, when they partake of communion at the 
mass, are they receiving only partial communion? Explain. 

6. What would be the psychological effect of being excommunicated? What 
would be the effect of excommunication upon the excommunicated person•s 
social, civic and economic relationships? To what extent, if any, do 
you consider the use of ecclesiastical penalties such as the interdict 
for secular purposes justified? 

7. How important, do you believe, were the sacraments to the structure 
and power of the medieval church? to the piety of the individual 
believer? How valuable do you feel they are today? 



The stained glass, paintings on the walls, and sculpture in the churches of the 
middle ages . were of more than decorative value. They were instructions in the faith of 
the age. They told stories from the Bible and about heroes of the faith, and also 
portrayed fundamental issues in theology. Especially prominent were scenes of the last 
judgment where the issue of eternal salvation or damnation was graphically presented. In 
this picture of a tympanum (carved portion of an arch above a doorway) at Conques, we see 
Christ as the eternal judge receiving a group of pilgrims led by the Virgin Mary, while 
below the redeemed are entering into the joys of paradise at the left and to the right the 
damned are being shoved literally into the "yawning jaws" of hell. 
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Unit V, Lecture 3 

The Medieval Synthesis 

Part I: Thomas Aquinas 

I. · The impact of Ari stotel i ani sm 

A. The Islamic and Jewish Aristotelians 
B. Th~ ~ntroduction of Aristotle into the ~est 
C. The Latin Averroists 
·D. Reaction against Aristotelianism 
E. Jhe attitude of Aquinas towards . Aristotle 

II. - Tbe Thomistic synthesis 

A. Nature and grace 
B. Faith and reason 
C. The existence of God 
n. The nature of God · 
E. Creation 

III. Some cr1tical questions about the Thomistic synthesis 

Part II: Dante 

I. Dante's roots in Florentine culture and politi"cs 

A. · The Florentine settin~ 
B. Literary currents affecting Dante 
C. Beatrice and La Vita Nuova 

II. Scheme of the Comedy 

A. The journey 
B. ·Architechtonics 
C. LeveTs _of meaning 

I I I. Mora 1 persuas i veriess of . the Comedy:. poetic e 1 oquence and iT ben 
d'inteletto ~ ~ 

A. Illustratio~s from the Inferno 
· B. Illustrations from the Purgatorio 

C. Jllustrattons from · th~ Paradiso 



Unit V, Colloquium 3 

Scholasticism - Thomas Aquinas 

Thomas Aquinas , Sermon on the Creed, Syllabus 
Thomas Aquinas, Summa Contra Genti 1 es: Book I_, Chapter 3-7; Book I I I, 

Part I, Chapters 1 and 37 and Book IV, Chapter 54, Readings, 
VII-5-1 to 15. 

Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica: First section of Second Part, Q. 91, 
articles 1-4, Readings, VII-5-16ff. 

1. Thomas speaks of divine truth which natural reason can attain and 
divine truth which natural reason cannot attain. What questions 
about these two sorts of truth and about their relation does he 
raise, and how does he answer these questions? 

2. In what sense is Thomas trying to argue, in S.C.G. I, 6, and in 
Sermon on the Creed, for the 11 resonableness 11 of Christian faith? 
How wel--l does he succeed? 

3. What does Thomas mean in saying that. God is the 11 Maker and Lord .. 
and the 11 Erid ' and Ruler 11 of all things? Explain his statement that the 
result of the rule of God 11 is manifested differently in different 
beings, depending on the diversity of their natures ... 

4. What does Thomas hold to be the ultimate human good? How does he 
argue for his view? What does he hold to b'e the relation of other 
human goods to the ultimate one? Compare Thomas's view of the 
ultimate good with the view of Aristotle, and with views --found in 
the Bible. · · 0 

5. According to Thomas , what things were accomplished by the 
Incarnation? 

',.: 

6. What does Thomas mean by eternal law, natural law, human law and 
divine law? How are these related? What parallels can you find 
in the selection on divine truth from the Summa Contra Gentiles 
and the sel~ction o~ law ~rom the S~mma Theologica? How do 
the-se selections illustr·ate the theme "grace perfects nature .. ? 

7. A good many philosophers and theologians. even today can be called 
Thomists or Neo-Thomists because their work continues in the tradition 
of Thomas Aquinas' thought. This latter-day 11 T_homistfc 11 thought often 
tries to make adjustments to accommodate ideas and knowledge that have 
come to light since Thomas's day. What element or elements do you find 
in what you have read that could make Thomas's work still relevant, 
(perhaps with adjustments) even today? 

8. A.C. Pegis says that Summa Contra Gentiles is a 11 manual of Christian 
doctrine intended for the use of Christian missionaries in Spain, .. 
(where there were Muslims often well-versed in Aristotle). If this is 
correct, does it help to explain he following facts: (l)that biblical 
citations come toward the ends of the chapters in Book I, (2) that 
Thomas discusses sin and atonement only toward the end of his 
treatment of the benefits of the Incarnation in Book:TV, Chapter 54? 



A Selection 

THOMAS AQUINAS 

Commentary · on Boethius' 
"On the Trinity" 

The gifts of grace are added to nature ±n such a manner 
that they do not remove it but perfect it. So it is with 
the light of faith that is infused -in us gratuitously: it 
does not destroy the light of natural knowledge with which 
we are by nature ' endowed. Now, although the natural light 
of the human ·mind does not suffice for the· manifestation of 
the things that are made manifest by faith, yet it is 
impossible that what is divinely taught to us by faith be 
contrary to the things with which we are endowed by nature. 
For one or the other would then have to be false, and, since 
both come to us from God, ·God would be to us an author of 
falsehood, which is ·impossible. Rather, the situation -is 
this. Since within .the imperfect there is a certain 
imitation of what is perfect, though an incomplete one, in 
what is known through natural knowledge there is a certain 
likeness of what is taught to us by faith. 

Now just as Sacred Teaching is founded -on the light of 
faith, so philosophy . is founded. on the natural light of 
reason. It is therefore impossible that what belongs to 
philosophy be contrary to what belongs to faith; it rather 
f<llls short of· it. It contains, however, ·certain likenesses 
of what belongs to faith, and certain preambles to it, as 
nature is· a preamble to grace. And if in what . the 
philosophers have said we come upon somethi:ng that is 
contrary to faith, this does not belong to philosophy but is 
rather an abuse of philosophy arising from a defect in 
reason. It is therefore possible for the principles of 
philosophy to refute such an error by showing either that it 
is absolutely impossible! or that it is not necessary.2 For 
just as what belongs to faith cannot be proved 
demonstratively, so certain notions contrary to these cannot 
be shown demonstratively to be wrong but can be shown not to 
be necessary. 

Thus, therefore, in Sacred Teaching we 
philosophy in a threefold way. 

can use 

First, we can use it to demonstrate the preambles of 
faith, which are necessary in the science of faith as being 
the things that are proved of God by natural arguments, 
e.g., that God exists, that God is one, or similar 
propositions concerning God or creatures that faith proposes 
as having been proved in philosophy. 



Second, we can use philosophy to make known through 
certain likenesses what belongs to faith, as Augustine in 
his book On the Trinity uses many liken~sses drawn from the 
teachings of the philosophers to explain the Trinity. 

Third, we can use philosophy to oppose what is said 
against faith, either by showing that these things are false 
or ·by showing ·that they are not necessary. 

However, those who use philosophy in Sacred Scripture 
c.an err in a twofold way. In one way, by using the things 
that are contrary to faith, as did Origen, which are not a 
part of philosophy ·but are rather an error or an abuse of 
philosophy. In another way, so as to enclose what belongs 
to faith under the ·limits of philosophy, as if one should 
wish to believe nothing except what can be acquired through 
philosophy, when, on the contrary, philosophy should be 
reduced to the limits of faith, according to the words of 
the Apostle: "bringing into captivity every understanding 
unto the obedience of Christ" (II Cor. 10:5). 

Notes: 

1) " ••• impossible" i.e., prove the opposite (e.g., 
with would-be proof that there is no God, prove that there 
is a God.) 

2) " ••• not necessary"-- i.e., prove that the claim is 
not (and cannot be?) proved, without being able to prove the 
opposite (e.g., Aristotle ·claimed to prove that the world 
had no beginning. Aquinas claims to show that there is no 
philosophical proof either way.) 



THOMAS AQUINAS 

Sermon on the Creed 

"Why One Should Believe" 

Someone may say: 
not seen; shouldn't 
not seen?" 

"Isn't it stupid to believe what is 
we refuse to believe things that are 

In answering this, I say first of all that the 
imperfection of our understanding takes away the force of 
this difficulty. As a matter of fact, if man could know 
perfectly all things visible and ~nvisible, it would be 
stupid to believe what we do not see. However, our 
knowledge is so imperfect that no philosopher has ever been 
able to make a perfect investigation of the nature of one 
fly. We read that a certain philosopher spent thirty years 
in solitude, so that he might study the nature of a bee. If 
our intellect is so feeble, then, isn't it stupid to refuse 
to believe anything about God, other than what man can know 
by himself? And so, against this objection it is stated in 
Job 36:26, "Behold God is great, exceeding our knowledge." 

In the second place, it can be replied that if some 
master teacher said something within the area of his own 
science and if some unlearned person said that this master's 
teaching was not so because he did not understand it, one 
might grant that this person would be considered rather 
stupid. Now, it is obvious that an angel's understanding 
surpasses the intellect of the greatest philosopher far more 
than does the intellect of the great philosopher in relation 
to that of the unlearned man. So, the reason of the 
philosopher is unwise if he refuses to believe what the 
angels say, and much more so if he refuses credence to what 
God says. Again, against this objection stands the 
statement in Ecclesiasticus 3:25, "For many things are shown 
to thee above the understanding of men." 

Thirdly, it can be answered that if man refused to 
believe anything unless he kne_w it himself, then it would be 
quite impossible to live in this world. How can a person 
live, if he did not believe someone? How could he even 
accept the fact that a certain man is his father? Indeed, a 
man has to believe someone in regard to those things that he 
cannot know by himself. But no one is as worthy of belief 
as God is. Hence, those who do not believe the statements 
of the faith are not wise; rather, they are foolish and 
proud; as the Apostle says (I Tim. 6:4), "He is proud, 
knowing nothing." For this reason he also said 
(II Tim. 1:12), "I know whom I have believed, and I am 
certain"; and Ecclesiasticus 2:8 reads: "Ye that fear the 



Lord, believe Him." 

In the fourth place, one may also reply that God proves 
that the teachings of the faith are true. Suppose a king 
sent a letter stamped with his own seal, no one would dare 
deny that this letter had been sent with the king's 
approval. Now, it is clear that ~11 the things that the 
saints believed concerning _the faith of Christ, _which they 
have handed down to us·, are marked with God' s seal. This 
seal is manifested by those works which no mere creature can 
perform. These are the miracles whereby Christ confirmed 
the statements of the Apostles and the saints. 

If you object that no one has seen miracles occurring, 
I can give · an answer to that. It is well ,known, in fact, 
that the 'whole world used to worship idols and to persecute 
Christ's faith. To this even the histories written by 
pagans give testimony. Today, however, all are converted to 
Christ -- the wise men, the nobles, the rich, the powerful, 
and the great -- all are converted to the preaching of those 
who are simple and poor, of those f~w men who preach Christ. 
Now, this was either accomplished miraculously, or it was 
not. If done miracu~ously, the point is proved. If not, 
then I say that there co·uld be no greater miracle than tbis 
fact, that the whole world ~as converted without miracles. 
So, we need not look for anything else. Hence, no one 
should doubt concerning _ the faith; rather, he ought to 
believe things pertinent to f~ithmpre _ than what he sees; 
for man's . sight can be dec~ived .. but God's knowledge is never 
mistaken. 



Unit V, Colloquium 4 

The Divine Comedy 

Dante, The Divine Comedy, Readings, Vll-6-1ff. 

1. Why was Virgil chosen to be Dante's guide and what are his strengths 
and weaknesses in that capacity? 

2. Why does Dante accept the existence of hell as necessary and proper? 

3. Why is Filippo Argenti (Canto 8) deeper in hell than Francesca da 
Rimini (Canto 5)? 

4. How is fraud symbolically depicted in hell? (Canto 17 of Hell) 

5. Why is Satan in the center of the earth? Did he choose to be there? 
Does Dante feel admiration or sympathy for him? Do you? 

6. Why are the Annunciation and King David's dancing before the ark 
depicted in Canto 10 of Purgatory? 

7. What evidence suggests that Oderisi of Gubbio has made progress in 
overcoming his sinful condition? (Canto 11 of Purgatory) 

8. How does Piccarda Donati respond when Dante asks whether she would 
like to be higher in paradise? (Canto 3 of Paradise) 

9. What are the two main features of Dante's vision of God in the final 
canto of the poem? 

10. How does Dante's poem reveal the medieval attitude toward human 
responsibility, the order of the universe, and the need for 
grace? 



Lord, believe Him." 

In the fourth place, one may also reply that God proves 
that the teachings of the faith are true. Suppose a king 
sent a letter stamped with his own seal, no one would dare 
deny that this letter had been sent with the king's 
approval. Now, it is clear that ~11 the things that the 
saints believed concerning the faith of Christ, which they 
have handed down to us·, are m·arked with God' s seal. This 
seal is manifested by those works which no mere creature can 
perform. These are the miracles whereby Christ confirmed 
the statements of the Apostles and the saints. 

If you object that no one has seen miracles occurring, 
I can give · an answer to that. It is well ,known, in fact, 
that the 'whole world used to worship idols and to persecute 
Christ's faith. To this even the histories written by 
pagans give testimony. Today, however, all are converted to 
Christ -- the wise men, the nobles, the rich, .the powerful, 
and the great -- all are converted to the preaching of those 
who are simple and poor, of those f~w men who preach Christ. 
Now, this was either accomplished miraculously, or it was 
not. If done miraculously, the point is proved. If not, 
then I say that there c6uld be n~ greater miracle than tbis 
fact, that the whole world ~as converted without miracles. 
So, we need not look for anything else. Hence, no one 
should doubt concerning . the faith; rather, he ought to 
believe things pertinent to faith . more _than what he sees; 
for man's. sight can be dec~ived -but God's knowledge is never 
mistaken. 
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UNIT VI 

RENAISSANCE AND REFORMATION 

Self Sufficient Man: The Renaissance 

The Renaissance began in Italy. The Crusades had opened the way for an 
increased contact with the Byzantine empire and the Orient. This in turn 
facilitated commerce which was instrumental in establishing a money economy 
and in causing an ;~creased development of cities in the Italian peninsula. 
Italian city-states were sources for Renaissance ideas. As the wealth and 
power of the urban merchant class increased, the influence of the 
ecclesiastical hierarchy was diminished. Schism in the church and political 
maneuvers, leading even to the captivity of the Pope, hurt the prestige of 
the Papacy. As corruption within the_ church ?ecame_ ~ore widely _known, 
Europeans felt justified in embrac1ng a grow1ng sp1r1t of secular1sm and 
nationalism. 

The interest of scholars turned to the writings of antiquity, in which 
they found an approach which came to be called humanism. Since men of 
wealth served as patrons for their work, scholars were enabled to move out 
of the more rigid framework of church-oriented activities, and, in 
particular, to leave the philosophical viewpoint of medieval scholasticism. 
This new freedom gave opportunity to a man like Boccaccio to produce a 
light-hearted and rather coarsely realistic secular literature. That was 
but one form of humanism, however. Petrarch represents another humanistic 
response. He found in the classical writers paragons of literary 
excellence, but he stayed close to the Christian ideals and tradition. To 
all inquiring minds of the period, the classical influence opened whole new 
fields of knowledge. Some, of course, became such slaves to the new fad 
that their reliance upon antique form and content throttled their 
creativity. By and large, however, the result was originality; for 
Renaissance man, having been released from restrictions, was not easily 
bound for long to the cultures of ancient Greece and Rome. 

Artists of the period moved from the symbolic, more abstract 
characteristics of medieval representation to a newly realistic portrayal of 
man and nature. A religious motif continued to dominate their work, but t~e 
emphasis upon naturalism at times overshadowed the religious themes. 
Giotto, a contemporary of Dante, foreshadowed the new art. Masaccio 
(1402-29) led the way in solving the problems of perspective and color; but 
it was in the early part of the sixteenth century that the highest point of 
Renaissance art was reached. Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael and Michelangelo 
are the brightest luminaries in a century of artistic greatness. Their 
gui~ing principles were beauty and harmony, and they utilized these to 
dep1ct the glory of nature and of man. In sculpture also these principles 
~ere emp 1 oyed. . Donate ll o ~ s St. John the Baptist and Michelangelo'· s Moses 
1llustrate the v1brant real1sm sought by the Renaissance sculptors. 

The Renaissance was slower in coming to Northern Europe. Its flowering 
there_ in the sixteenth century was due to the influence of Italian 
human1sts. ~he_North~rn humanism, however, did not go so far in moving away 
from the Chr1st1an fa1th as did the Italian. Interest in the North centered 
in a retur~ to the original languages of the Scriptures. Men like Reuchlin, 
LeFevre _d Etaples, Colet and Erasmus led in attacking the now sterile 
scholast1c theology and the various forms of corruption of the 



ecclesiastical establishment. In France Calvin and Montaigne, though quite 
different theologically, both united humanistic learning with religious 
fervor. Rabelais followed more the pattern set by Boccaccio. Spenser•s 
Faerie Queen and Shakespeare•s dramas marked the high point of the English 
Rena1ssance. 

In Northern art, the works of Flemish painters of the fifteenth century 
were outstanding contributions. Among those who made the Netherlands famous 
for its paintings were the Van Eycks, Rogier van der Weyden, and Hugo van 
der Goes. The influence of Italian painters was strong in the North in the 
sixteenth century, although the wood cuts as well as the paintings of such 
artists as Albrecht Duerer and Hans Holbein reflect their own distinctive 
German characteristics. 

Historians have been particularly captivated by the style " and 
achievements of the Italian Renaissance. Perhaps no clearer picture of the 
Italian Renaissance can be drawn than that which is suggested in its concept 
of the ideal man. He is motivated by two dominant ideals, individuality and 
versatility. In the first, which was termed virtu, the emphasis was upon 
the individual man as over against social institutions, including the 
Church. A cunning and subtle self- sufficiency would enable the ideal man 
to accomplish his own desires despite the opposition of custom or morals. 
The second touchstone of excellence was called cortesia. It demanded the 
11 Well-rounded personality .. which could do all things gracefully and well. 
Such a man must be at home everywhere, able to converse and perform in any 
field and, above all, not an eccentric or a fanatic. Obviously such 
individuals could exist only at the top level of Italian society and were 
therefore a decided minority of the population. Yet, it is that group which 
has both fascinated and influenced succeeding generations. 

W. Taylor Reveley- Julius W. Melton 



CHART VII. ITALIAN AND PRE-REFORMATION CHURCH DEVELOPMENTS 

POLITICS 

1300 Rise of national monarchies in 
England and France 

Beginnings of the Hundred Years' 
War (1337-1453) 

Black death (1348) 
Peasant revolt 

Commercial expansion of Italy 
German Knights in the Baltic 
Lithuanian - Polish state 
Ottoman Turks in the Balkans 

1400 Lancastrians in England 
Henry V in France 
Joan of Arc (1430) 

Turks take Constantinople (1453) 
End of the Hundred Year's War 

War of the Roses in England 
Charles VII, Louis XI rebuild 

France 
Tudors in England (1485-1603) 
Portugese exploration around Africa 
Columbus discovers America 
Lorenzo de Medici (1478-1492) 
Charles VIII invades Italy (1494) 
Ferdinand and Isabella expell 

Moors and Jews 

1500 FOR THE REFORMATION PERIOD AND 
NORTHERN HUMANISM, SEE NEXT CHART 

CHURCH 

Boniface VIII vs. Edward I 
and Philip IV 

Papacy to Avignon (1308) 
Babylonian Captivity (1308-77) 
John XXII -(T3l6.:.1334), taxation 

and struggle against Emperor 
Marsiglia of Padua 
William of Ockham 

Mystics: Eckhart, Tauler 
Wycliffe - the Lollards 

English Bible 
Schism in the papacy (1378-1415) 

Conciliar movement to end Schism: 
Gerson, Nicholas of Cusa 
Council of Constance (1414-18) 
Burning of Huss 

Other councils to 1460 

Thomas a Kempis, Imitation of 
Christ (1441) 

Savonarola (d. 1498) 
Some early Renaissance Popes: 

Nicholas V (1447-55)- Vatican 
1 i brary 

Sixtus IV (1471-84)-Sistine 
Chapel 

Alexander VI (1492-1503) 

ITALIAN RENAIS
SANCE LITERATURE 

Dante 
Petrarch 
Boccacio 

Early humanists: 
Valla 
Poggi a 
Vives 
Ficino 
Pica della 
Mirandola 

Poliziano 
Niccoli 

Florentine 
Academy (Plato) 

Machiavelli 
(The Prince, 
1514) 

Castiglione 

Cervantes 

ITALIAN RENAISSANCE 
ART AND MUSIC 

Transition to 
Renaissance 
Giotto 

Developi ng Renaissance 
Masaccio, 
Uccello, 
Fra Angelico, 
Fra Filippo Lippi, 
Botticelli, 
Verrocchio, 
Donatello, 
Piero della Francesca 

High Renaissance 
Leonardo da Vinci 
(d. 1519) 

Raphael 
Michelangelo 
Titian 

Mannerism: Michelangelo 
Ti ntoretto_ __ . 

Palestrina (Music) 



Uni t VI, Lectu re 1 

The Meani ng of the Renaiss ance 

I. The meaning of the Renaissance 

A. A definiti on 
B. The temporal boundaries 
C. The self-awareness of the scholar 

II. The Renaissance as part of a general revival of interests 

A. A break with the middle ages 
B. New economic and political possibilities 
C. Widening of geographical horizons 

III. Education and knowlege 

A. Education for civic responsibility 
B. Humani sm and the studia humanitatis 
C. Reviva l of the class1cal trad1t1ons 

IV. The Northern Renaissance 

A. Special traits 
B. Indifference for the Reformation of the Church 

V. Traits of Renaissance man 

VI. Literature and the arts 

VII. Seeds of modern science 

VIII. The Renaissan ce: a retrospecti ve summary 



Unit VI, Colloquium 1 

Renaissance Humanism 

Petrarca, 11 The Ascent of Mont Ventoux, .. Cassirer, E., et al., (eds.), 
The Renaissance Philosophy of Man, 36-46. ----

PicOdella Mirandola, 11 0n the Dignity of Man, .. Readings, VIII-2-5 to 7. 
Erasmus, The Praise of Folly, Readings, VIII-2-8ff. 
Rabelais,~rgantua and Pantagruel, Readings, VIII-2-1 to 4. 

1. What lessons does Petrarca derive from his climb up Mont Ventoux? What 
does the account reveal about Petrarca as an example of .. Renaissance man 11 ? 

2. Compare Petrarca•s view of human nature with that of Pico. Which is 
further removed from medieval ideas? How so? 

3. According to Erasmus, what prevents Reason from guiding men to proper 
action? 

4. What is Erasmus• estimate of women? 

5. List the foremost instances of Folly among men. What particular follies · 
are found among persons of royalty? among the ecclesiastical authorities? 

6. What do you take to be Erasmus• purpose in Praise of Folly? Compare 
his view with Pico•s. 

7. Harrison and Sullivan describe Rabelais as follows: 11 Rabelais was a 
renegade priest, a bored physician, and a loving student of the 
classics ... (p. 335) What details for the building of the monastery 
reflect his critique of churchly moral standards and his admiration of 
classical learning? 

8. Of the representatives of the Renaissance we have read, which do you 
think most clearly exemplifies the Renaissance spirit? Which seems to 
you to be the closest to contemporary culture? 

9. How modern was the Renaissance? 

10. Is it possible to be a .. Renaissance person .. in our contemporary 
world? 



Unit VI, Colloquium 2 

Renaissance Man 

Cellini, Autobiography, Readings, VIII-1-1 to 14, 
Machiavelli, The Prince, Readings, VIII-l-15ff. 

1. Who were some of Cellini's teachers? How would you describe his attitude 
toward them, toward his rivals, and toward his patrons? 

2. Do you think Cellini is more proud of birth or of accomplishment? For a 
man of the Renaissance how important was noble birth? Wh~t advantages 
or disadvantages does this have today? Should one be humble about one's 
achievements? 

3. How do Cellini and Machiavelli exemplify characteristics which 
distinguish a Renaissance man from a Medieval or a Modern person? 

4. What is the purpose of Machiavelli's The Prince? How would you 
judge it from the standpoint of a concern for morality in government? 
Can a head of state follow the ethical code expected of a private citizen? 

5. Why does Machiavelli think it is better for a prince to be feared 
than loved? 

6. Does Machiavelli's low opinion of human nature suggest his reasons for 
advocating an absolute rule? Do believers in democracy have a high 
opinion of human nature? 



THE REFORMATION 

Like the Renaissance, the Reformation has its roots deep in Medieval 
Europe. In fact, it is i~possi~le to understand either movement without 
taking the other into cons1derat1on. Just as modern historians have 
discovered .. renaissance .. movements far back in the Middle Ages, so church 

.historians recognize .. reformation .. . in the work o! many lea~ers of We~tern 
Christianity from Augustine of H1ppo and Bened1ct of Nurs1a, to Franc1s of 
Assisi and John Wycliffe. Many of these leaders were able to work within 
the Medieval Church but some movements like the Waldenses, the Cathari, and 
the Lollards were b;anded as heretical and were relentlessly persecuted. 

The Reformation was, in a considerable measure, a revival of the faith 
and vitality of early Christianity, just as the Renaissance looked for its 
i de a 1 s and mode 1 s to the a chi e v em en t s of · c 1 ass i c a 1 c i v i 1 i z at i on • 
Significantly, when the final flowering of the Renaissance produced men like 
Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci and Erasmus, the Western Church was led in 
what we call 11 The Reformation .. by towering figures like Martin Luther, 
Huldreich Zwingli and John Calvin. 

The Protestant Reformation led to a radical break with the Roman 
Catholic Church, although this had not been its original intent. On the 
other hand, the .. Counter-Reformation .. within the Church of Rome sought not 
only to halt and turn back the advances of Protestantism but to strengthen 
discipline and purify morals within the framework of the tPaditional church. 

Luther's reformation movement would become much more than a reaction 
against abuses of the papacy. He turned to the Scriptures as the sole basis 
of authority in the church. Man, he proclaimed in flaming tracts, is 
justified by faith alone. Good works are the result and not the source of 
faith. Any man may approach God directly without the assistance of a 
priest. Even so, Luther was very conservative on social and political 
issues and looked with horror on the political and religious excesses of the 
peasants• revolt of 1525 and the Anabaptist movement, calling down the wrath 
of the civil government on their heads. 

While Lutheranism dominated the German and Scandinavian countries, a 
second tradition was to take hold among the Swiss, Dutch and Scots. This 
.. Reformed .. tradition, begun under the leadership of Zwingli, found its 
classic expression in the theological writings of John Calvin. Sympathetic 
to the Lutheran reform, it differed largely in its more radical break with 
the practices of Roman Catholic worship and in its adoption of a 
presbyterian-type ecclesiastical polity, where laity and clergy participate 
in a representative type of church government. Calvin's Institutes, written 
to instruct the laity, ranks among the great theological treatises of the 
Christian church. 

In England the question of church reform had become a major issue in 
th~ fourteenth century, but the reform movement led by John Wycliffe was 
dr1ven underground by severe persecution. Lollardy, as the movement was 
c~lled! lived on until the sixteenth century. It com~ined with two major 
h1stor1cal forces: the political reformation begun by Henry VIII which led 
to ~ .perm~nent break with the Roman Church; and the strong influence of 
Calv1n1sm, 1m~orted from the Continent, chiefly by returning exiles who had 
fled the br1ef and tyrannical restoration of Roman Catholicism under Mary 
Tudor •. Although Calvinism was to shape the theology of Anglicanism until 
the n~neteenth cent~ry, it was the political reformation begun by Henry and 
form~l1zed by the.Ellzabethan Settlement that really triumphed. With the 
Glor1ous Revolut1on of 1688 parliamentary control of church affairs was 
fixed until the twentieth century. 



The Reformation within the Roman Catholic Church was stimulated though 
not caused by the Protestant Reformation. It saw the development of new 
orders such as the Society of Jesus, founded by Ignatius Loyola, and the 
Capuchins, begun by Metteo di Bassi. Expanded influence of mystics like St. 
Teresa of-Avila or St. John of the Cross was instrumental in deepening the 
sprituality of the Roman Church. The Council of Trent demonstrated the dual 
purpose of the Counter-Reformation. It met for a period of eighteen years, 
from . 1545-1563, and soon gave evidence that any hope for a common settling 
of the differences existing in Western Christianity was in vain. The dogma 
of the Roman Church was explicitly affirmed with no room for reconciliation 
with Protestantism. On the other hand, marked reforms were adopted which 
would tighten ecclesiastical control and reaffirm the high moral standard of 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

G. M. A • . 



-CHART VIII. REFORMATION AND NORTHERN RENAISSANCE 

POLITICS AND EXPLORATION 

See Previous Chart 

1500 
Balboa discovers the Pacific - 1513 
Cortes in Mexico; Pizarro in Peru 

Magellan circles the globe 
Cabots to America 

Italian Wars (1494-1556) between 
Spain, France, H.R.E. 

Henry Viii vs. the papacy (1534) 

Religious wars in Germany 
(1555) · Peace of Augsbyrg 

Religious wars in France 
(1572) St. Bartholomew massacre 

Elizabeth of England vs. Philip II 
of Spain 

Henry IV (1589-1610) revives France 

Ottoman Turks expand through 
Balkans and Egypt 

RELIGION 

See Previous Chart 

Julius II (1503-1513) 

Leo X (1513- 1521) patron of art 
Reformers: 
Luther 1483-1546 
Melanchthon 1497-1560 
Zwingli 1484-1531 
Farel, Beza, Bucer 
Calvin 1509-1564 

Anabaptists - Menno Simons 
First Book of Common Prayer 

(1549) 
Counter-Reformation 
Council of Trent 
Society of Jesus, 

Ignatius Loyola 
Index and Inquisition 

Rise of Puritanism, England 

Gregorian calendar (1583) 

Edict of Nantes (1598) 

NORTHERN RENAIS
SANCE LITERATURE 

1300's Chaucer 

1400's Humanists: 
Reuchlin 
Hebrew Study 

Co let 
Gutenburg (printing) 

Humanists: 
Erasmus 
Thomas More 

Literature 
Spenser 
Marlowe 
Shakespeare 
Rabelais 
Montaigne 
Cervantes 

Science ~Technology 
Copernicus - astronomy 

( l 4 7 3~ l 54 3) 
Vesalius - anatomy 

NORTHERN RENAIS
SANCE ART & MUSIC 

Painters 

Artists: 
Van Dyck bros. 
Memling 
Van der Weyden 

Durer 
Holbein 

Francis Bacon, Novum Organum 
(1561-1626) 



Unit VI, Lecture 2 

'The Refonnat ion 

Part One: Background of the Reformation in Germany 

I. Po·litical disunity 

II. Social unrest 

I I I • Humanism 

IV. Religion 

A. Secularization of the church 
B • S u p e r.s t i t i on · ; 
C. Persorral piety . 

Part Two: Martin tuther a:nd Religious Freed·om ·. 

I. Martin Luth~r · (l483-1546) 

A. 
B. 
c. 
D. 
E. 
F • . 
G. 
H. 
I. 
J. 
K. 
L. 

Early life and education 
The monk and hi~ conscienc~ 
Preach~f and prof~sso~ 
The problem of indulgences 
The Ninety-five Theses 
The Leipzi~ debate 
Treatises of :1520 -
Cond~mhation by the church 
Condemnation by the state: Diet of Worms 
His protector: Frederick, Elector of Saxony 
Wartburg experience 
Implications of the movement 

II. Basic Reformation emphases 

A. Justification by faith 
B. Authority of the Scriptures 
C. Universal priesthood of believers 
D. The vocation of the Christian be1iever 



Unit VI, Colloquium 3 

.. Here I Stano'': Luther's Case 

Luther' M.' II Address to the Germafl Nobi 1 i ty' II Readi nss' I X-1-7 ff. 
Luther, M., .. A Treqtise on Christian Liberty, .. Rea'dfngs, ~X-~-1 to 6. 

; p ; 

1. Does it make any differenc~ in the understanding of this document to 
know that it was an .. open 1 etter 11 ? To whom ~~s .it addressed? What 
evidences do you find in the letter of ideas whicn would enlist the 
support of those to whom it ~as addres~ed? 

2. For what purpose did the "Romanists 11 build theirthree walls? 
Identify the walls and judge their effecttveness. Note carefully how 
the walls are broken down. What basic Protestant convictions can you 
identify in the document? 

3. Compare the use of the phr~se characteres indelebiT~s {p. 49) with 
its use in Eugenius IV's di~C\,I'~sion of ~he sacraments in Exultate Deo 
(Readings, VII-4-1). What is the difference b~tween a priest and a 
layman? What is the 11 priesthood of all believers"? Where does Luther 
find the authority for the st~tements he ma~es in the "Open Letter .. ? 

4. Distinguish between the 11 Cpmmands and promises'! Go~ has given •. What 
are the purposes of each? 

5. 11 If faith does all things and is alone sufficient unto righteous
ness, .. why are good works needed? Is Luther involved in a 
contradiction? 

6. Try to explain in your own words how a man "becomes righteous through 
faith .. rather than by gqod deeds (justific~t1on by faith). According 
to Luther's understanding of faith and ethic~ is a man really free, 
or is he bound? 



Unit VI, Lecture 3 

The Reformation 

Part Three: John Calvin~-Reformed Theologian 

I. The man 

Youth and education A. 
B. Conversion and writing of the Institutes of the Christian 

I I • 

I I I. 

c. 
D. 
E. 

The 

A. 
B. 

The 

A. 

Relifion 
F~re and the first Geneva experience 
Strasbourg interlude and marriage 
Return to Geneva 

theologian 

Theological ancestry 
Some central doctrines 

statesman 

Church and state under God 
B. Political, economic, educational and social 

IV. The international reformer--the significance 

'Part Four: The English Reformation 

I. The roots of the English reformation 

A. John Wycliffe (1330-1384) 
B. John Hus (1369-1415) 
C. The continental reformation 

II. England under the Tudors (1485-1603) 

A. Reign of Henry VIII (1509-1547) 

1. His government 
2. His 11 divorce 11 

3. The Henrican reformation 

of 

concerns 

Calvin 

B. Edward VI (1547-1553): the Protestant triumph 
C. Ma~y Tudor (1553-1558): the Catholic reaction 
D. El1zabeth (1558-1603): the middle way 

1. The Elzabethean Settlement 
2. Opposition to the Settlement and the rise of the Puritans 



Unit VI, Colloquium 4 

John Calvin: The Sovereignty of God 

Calvin, J., Institutes of the Christian Religion, Book III, Ch.VII, 
11 Summary of the Christian Life. Self Denial 11 a.nd Ch. X, 11 The , 
Right Use of the Present Life and its Supports, .. and Book IV, 
Ch. XX, 11 0n Civil Government, .. Readings, IX-2-lff. 

1. According to Calvin how does the relationship ~f a person to God. determine 
what the person's proper actions are? If a person does not belong to God, 
to what then does he belong? What difference: does it make whether he does 
belong to God or not? 

2. For Calvin the sovereignty of God means that we have 11 to do with God every 
moment .. of our lives (IX-2-2). Does this restrain people or make them more 
free? If the former, from what does this fact restrain people? 

3. Will Herberg, an American sociologist of religion, has reported that most 
Americans (as indicated in a survey) believe that they actually fulfill 
the law of 11 love thy neighbor as thyself 11 in their daily lives. Calvin 
says it is an extremely difficult thing to do. (IX-2-2) Can you reconcile 
these two statements? 

4. What responsibility comes with the special advantages that life has 
brought to us? Do you agree with Calvin on how charity _should be dispensed? 
(IX-2-3) 

5. Does Calvin permit revolution? What recourse do men have when ~vil . rulers 
oppress them? 

6. What is the difference between a job and one's vocation? In Calvin's 
thought what relation does the idea of vocation bear to the sovereignty 
of God? to the fulfillment of one's essential selfhood? 

7. What forms of civil government does Calvin recognize? Which doe~ he prefer? 
Is it inconsistent that a man who believes in the sovereignty of God 
should have a high regard for democracy? Explain. 



Unit VI, Lecture 4 

The Reformation 

Part Five: Reformation Sects 

I. The Reformation church systems 

A. Lutheran: .. quiescent protestantism .. 
B. Calvinist: .. militant protestantism 11 

C. Anglican: .. national protestantism 11 

D. Reformation sects--a movement, not a system 

II. The classification of churches 

A. Troeltsch: church, sect, mystic types 
B. The denomination 
C. Church and sect contrasted 

III. The Reformation sects and their lasting influence 

A. Anabaptists and social radicals 
B. Spiritual reformers 
C. Independents, Socinians 

Part Six: The Roman Catholic Reformation 

I. Introduction: overview, 1517-1648 
II. Movements for reform in Catholicism 

I I I. 

A. Oratory of Divine LOve: Caraffa, Ghiberti, Contarini, 
Reginald Pole, Sadoleto 

B. New religious orders: Theatines, Capuchins, Ursulines, 
Carmelites, Jesuits 

C. Mystics: St. Teresa of Avila, St. John of the Cross 
D. Reforming popes: Paul III, 1534-49; Paul IV (Caraffa), 

1544-59 

Efforts for Roman Catholic Reform 

A. End of attempts to reach agreements with protestants 
B. The Inquisition reinstituted, 1542 
c. The Jesuits: Ignatius Loyola, 1491-1556 

1. Discipline 
2. Missionary effort 
3. Schools 
4. Confessional 
5. Political activity 

D. The Council of Trent 



Unit VI, Colloquium 5 

The Renewal of Catholicism 

Bettenson, Documents of the Christian Church, 363-366 
Papal Bull approving the Jesuits, 1540, Readings, IX-4-10 to 12. 
St. John of the Cross, "The nature of union with God: An 

illustration," Readin7s, IX-4-13 
The Canons and Decrees o the Council of Trent, Readings, 
-IX-4-1 t09. ---

1. What understanding of the mission of the Society of Jesus is reflected 
in the Papal Bull of 1540? 

2. For what reason should a good Jesuit be willing to call what looks to 
him white black if the church shall have defined it t o be black? What 
theological presuppositions do you find here? what view of the individual? 

3. Are there any dangers implicit in the Spiritual Exercises or the Papal 
Bull of 1540 that suggest reasons why the Jesuit order was suppressed 
in 1773? 

4. How does the illustration used by St. John of the Cross convey the meaning 
of the soul's union with God? Explain how it might be that a renewed 
emphasis on mystical piety would lead to the moral reform of the individual. 

5. Compare the view of the council of Trent on scripture and tradition with 
that of Luther. What similarities do you find? What differences? What 
other doctrines lie behind the ' view of Trent on this subject? Which 
doctrines are in turn supported by this view? 

6. Find at least three specific point~ in the Canons and Decrees of the 
Council of Trent which are directed at Protestant emphases. Against what 
Protestant group might each of the points be especially directed? 

7. In what ways did the Council of Trent deal with the moral abuses in the 
church which had offended Erasmus and other reformers who had remained 
faithful to Rome? 



1. The New Science 

Lecture 1 

Colloquium 1 

2. The New Politics 

Lecture 2 

Colloquium 2 

UN IT VII 

THE EARLY MODERN ERA 

ASSIGNMENTS 

The Rise of Modern Science 

Butterfield, H., The Origins of Modern Science, 
Chapter 5, "The Ex peri menta 1 Method in the 17th 
Century" and Chapter 6, "Bacon and Descartes" and, 
if you can, Chapter 4 , "The Downfall of Aristotle 
and Ptolemy." 

The Scientific Approach 

Bacon, The New Organon, Readings, X-1-1 to 12. 
Descartes, Discourse on Method, Readings, X-1-13ff. 
Butterfield, The OrigTns of Modern Science, 

Chapter 6~Bacon and-oescartes~ 

The Rise of Modern Political Theory 

Harri son and Sullivan, Chapter 32, "The Dominance 
of France: The Age of Louis XIV," 385-395 and 
Chapter 33, "The Challenge to Absolutism: 
England and the Dutch Netherlands, .. 398- 408. 

The Contract Theory 

Hobbes, Leviathan, Readings, X- 2-1 to 12. 
Locke, Of Civil Government, Readings, X-2-13ff. 

3. The Glory of Reason 

Lecture 3 

Colloquium 3 

The Enlight enment 

Harrison and Sullivan, Chapter 37, "The 
Intellectual Revolution, .. 451 - 461. 

Kant, 11 What Is Enlightenment? Readings, X-4-6ff. 

The Critical Reason 

Lord Herbert of Cherbury, 11 Fiv~ Points of Deism, .. 
Readings, X- 3-1. 

Franklin, B., 11 An American Example of Deism, .. 
Readings, X-3-1. 

Voltaire, Philosophical Dictionary, Readings, 
X- 3- 2 to 12. 

Lessing, The Education of the Human Race, Readings, 
X-3-13 to 17; and Nathan the Wise, Readings, X-3-18ff. 



4. The New Order _:L!l Europe 

Lectu re 4 

Colloquium 4 

The French Revolut ion and Its Aftermath 

Harrison and Sul l ivan, Chapter 39, 11 The French Revolution, 
1789-99, 11 476-487; and Chapter 40 11 The Era of 
Napol eon, 1799- 1815 , 11 489-499. 

Freedom and Obedi ence 

Rousseau, Social Contract, Readings, X-6-1ff . 

5. The .. Copern ican Revolution .. .!!:!. Philosophy 

Lect ure 5 

Colloqui um 5 

Ka nt 

Begin reading the assignment for Colloquium 5. 

The Ethics of Duty 

Kant, Fundamental Principles of the Metaphysic of 
Morals , Readings, X-4-1 to 5. 



UNIT VII 

THE EARLY MODERN ERA 

The New Scientific Outlook: Nature and Society 

I . 

The picture of the universe that is presently associated with modern 
science began to take shape in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. It 
is a mistake to think that modern science came into existence at this time, 
for the so-called "scientific revolution" is now recognized more as a 
continuous progress out of and away from the traditional ~icture of the 
universe than as a radical break with that traditional picture. 
Nevertheless, the new picture of the universe certainly differed in major 
respects from the traditional picture. The analysis of motion provides a 
good illustration. 

The synthesis in thought effected by Aristotle and sustained for the 
most part during the medieval period provides the traditional picture. In 
his study of forced motion Aristotle took as a starting point what are for 
us, and certainly were for him, very commonplace examples of motion, e.g. 
the horse and cart. There must be an exter~al ~gent (the horse) keeping the 
body (the cart) in motion against the resistances (the roughness of the road 
and the friction of the cart) which tend to bring the motion to a stop. 
Aristotle•s understanding of forced motion might be summarized by two 
proportionalities: the rate at which a body moves is proportional to the 
effort exerted on it and is inversely proportional to its bulk and the 
resistance of the medium through which or along which it passes. This 
essentially terrestial account of motion was extended to celestial bodies in 
part, and there combined with another element which contributes to the 
traditional picture of the universe. For Aristotle the heavenly bodies were 
not ordinary material bodies; they were animate bodies, and necessarily 
unchanging in nature. Hence, in his analysis of celestial bodies and their 
motion, Aristotle pictured them as moving with uniform circular motions, a 
kind of permanent motion on an unending and undeviating path which he argued 
befits celestial things. The outermost boundary of the heavens was the 
sphere of the fixed stars, a sphere which derived its rotation from the 
divine source of all celestial motion. 

Thus, for the traditional picture, to explain a given motion of a body 
is to find that force which sustains the speed of that body against the 
resistances trying to stop the motion. Once that force 1s recognized and 
the resistances have been balanced by that force, steady motion by the body 
is the natural ·thing to expect. (The case of celestial motion is a bit 
different but interesting in its own right. The endless uniform circular 
motions of the heavenly bodies are perfectly understandable since there is 
no beginning or ending point in a circle which might be the natural terminal 
points for a heavenly body.) 

The new picture of the universe was clearly expressed in the work of 
Ne~ton. Ne~ton•s f~rst law of motion asserts that the motion of a body is a 
un~for~ mot1on along an endless Euclidean straight line. An implication of 
th1s ~s that t~e univ~rse is infinitely extended in space. The finite, 
essent~ally spher1cal, un1verse in the traditional picture is challenged. 
N~wton s second law of motion challenges another aspect of the traditional 
p1cture. The natural law of motion of a body is either rest or uniform 



motion in a straight line without the exertion of any force. The immediate 
effect of an outside agent is to alter this natural motion by changing its 
speed or direction, that is, causing it to be accelerated. The second law 
of motion in effect asserts that when there is an acceleration by a body 
there must be some force that accounts for that acceleration. 

There were many contributions to scientific thought that were essential 
before this Newtonian picture could be accepted. As long as the universe 
was viewed as a closed finite sphere, endless uniform circular motion was 
far more understandable than endless uniform straight-line motion. Further, 
it was necessary to develop the mathematical tools required to treat the 
speed of a moving body as a variable in its own right and not simply the 
result of a balance of force and resistances. 

Men like Galileo Galilei (1564-1642), Tycho Brahe (1546-1601), and 
Johann Kepler (1571-1630) began to challenge the accuracy of the picture of 
the universe as a finite sphere. The celestial observations of Galileo, for 
example, challenged the view that the heavenly bodies were by nature 
incorruptible and that the universe was a relatively small sphere. Men like 
Rene Descartes (1596-1650) and Wilhelm Leibniz (1646-1716) provided the 
necessary mathematical tools with w~ith the scientists might treat the 
motion of bodies quantitatively. Leibniz, for example, developed the 
infinitesimal calculus. · 

A new concern for the proper method to be used in discovering what is 
to be known also characterized this period of time. Descartes, who was both 
a mathematician and a philosopher, saw the mathematical method of analysis 
as the only method whereby certainty in man•s knowledge could be achieved. 
Francis Bacon (1561-1626) called for a re-organization of all knowledge, 
based firmly in what might be called 11 Carefully controlled experiments ... 

The pieces of the new picture were put together in the Principia of 
Isaac Newton (1642-1727). In this work were to be found mathematical 
precision and th~ result of careful observation. But more important, in 
this work Newton was able to present a coherent and applicable 
interpretation of nature that embraced much of the detailed scientific work 
which had been done before the publication of the Principia. For example, 
Newton was able to show that Kepler•s laws of planetary motion could be 
established using Newton•s three laws of motion·. Here in the work of Newton 
was a new synthesis in thought, one which advanced man•s understanding of 
nature as well as bringin~ together the results of many independent 
scientific investigations. 

The legacy of this new outlook in science is still with us. The 
.. Newtonian.. sees the world as essentially material and explainable in 
quantitative terms. To view the world in such a manner proved to be useful 
to scientists, as the subsequent rapid development of the sciences bears 
witness. However, one must always ask the question whether the Newtonian 
view is unduly abstract, whether viewing nature in purely materialistic and 
quantitative terms omits significant aspects of our total experience of the 
world, and hence cannot be assumeq as ~ully identifying what is real. 

I I • 

The events of the English Revolution in the seventeenth century had 
significant religious and political consequences. ' Reflecting the political 
dimensions of the revolution are the political philosophies of Thomas Hobbes 



(1588-1679), and John Locke (1632-1704). In these political philosophies 
are to be found a new outlook on the nature of society. 

Thomas Hobbes defended the restoration of the Stuart line with Charles 
II. He believed that an absolute monarch who could impose law and enforce 
it was necessary to guarantee the safety and security of society. But 
unlike the Stuart kings he did not justify absolutism by an appeal to the 
divine right of kings. A ruler is given an absolute position by virtue of a 
contract among men in which they give up to the monarch their own natural 
rights of self-rule aand self-defense in return for protection. The monarch 
is not bound by any conditions imposed by the contract, since he is not a 
party to the contract. He must, however, have the power necessary to 
guarantee the safety and security of society, for it is for this purpose 
that the contract (among men to give up rights to the monarch) was made. 

John Locke defended the relation of ruler and people which is reflected 
in the settlement after the Glorious Revolution. William and Mary were 
given the throne by the people on condition that they abide by the decisions 
of Parliament and the established laws of England. The Bill of Rights was 
passed which spelled out laws to which the king must adhere, and asserted 
Parliament's authority to depose a king and choose a new one. The idea that 
government is based on a contract between the people and the sovereign, to 
which both parties are bound, is central in John Locke's political theory. 
If the sovereign breaks the contract, revolution by the people is justified. 

Thomas Hobbes and John Locke differed in their understanding of many 
issues, notably man in the state of nature, the laws of nature, and the 
nature of the contract establishing government. But they shared a common 
understanding of the basis of society. The Greeks, particularly Plato and 
Aristotle, argued that man by nature was a social being. Hobbes and Locke 
developed their political philosophies on the hypothesis that society comes 
into being as a result of an agreement of men, a contract. Society is thus 
a convention and not a natural order in the world. 

It was the political philosophy of John Locke rather than that of 
Thomas Hobbes that stood the test of time. The very essence of the American 
Declaration of Independence is based on Locke's defense of the right of a 
people to revolt against any government which breaks its part of the 
contract which establishes government in the first place. 

R. R. L. 



CHART IX. THE "AGE OF GENIUS" (16th and 17th centuries) 

RULERS 

1500 SEE PREVIOUS CHART FOR 
16th CENTURY POLITICS 

1600 English rulers: 
James I, 1603-25 
Charles I, 1625-49 
Civil war period, 1640-60 

THE CHURCH 

Calvin (1509-64) 
Leo X elected Pope, 1513 
Luther•s theses, 1517 

Council of Trent 
(1545-63) 

1593 Henry IV becomes 
Roman Catholic 

1598 Edict of Nantes 

Charles II, 1660-85 1623-62, Pascal 
James II, 1685-88 1624-91, Geo. Fox 
William III, 1688-1702 
Anne, 1702-14 

French rulers: 
Louis XIII, 1610-43 

Richelieu 
Louis XIV, 1643-1715 

Colbert 
Louvois 

Rise of Prussia 
Frederick William, 
The Great Elector, 1640-88 

1635-1705, Jansenist 
movement 

1685, Revocation of Edict 
of Nantes 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

Engineering: da Vinci 

Astronomy: Copernicus 
Galileo 

Anatomy: da Vinci 
Vesalius 

Astronomy: Kepler 
Newton 

Physiology: Harvey 

Chemistry: Boyle 

Physics: Newton 

LITERATURE, ART, MUSIC 

SEE PREVIOUS CHART ON 
NORTHERN HUMANISM 

French Literature 
Corneille, Racine 
Moliere, LaFontaine, 
Boileau, Fenelon 

English Literature 
Donne, Milton, 
Browne, Bunyan , 
Dryden, Congreve, 
Wycherly 

Spanish Literature 
Cervantes, Lope de Vega 

Art: Ruben, Hals, 
Rembrandt, Vermeer, 
El Greco, etc. 

Music: Purcell, 
Monteverdi, 
Pachelbel, etc. 



Unit VII, Lecture 1 

The Rise of Modern Science 

I. Background 

A. Ptolemaic astronomy 
B. Medieval cosmology and physics 

II. The Copernican Revolution 

A. Heliocentric hypothesis 
B. Copernicus' reasons for his hypothesis 

III. Kepler's three laws of planetary motion 

A. Planets move in elliptical orbits with sun at one focus 
B. As a planet moves, a line from sun to planet sweeps out 

equal areas in equal times 
c. The squares of the times of revolution of the planets are 

proportional to the cubes of their aver~ge distances from 
the sun (T2=KD3, where K is constant, i.e., the same for 
all planets) 

IV. Galileo 

A. Attack on the old physics 
B. Defense of the Copernican hypothesis 
C. Beginnings of a science of mechanics 

V. Bacon and Descartes on scientific method 

VI. Newton 

VII. 

A. Three laws of motion 

B. 

c. 
D. 

1. "Every body continues in its state ()f rest, or of 
uniform motion in a right (straight) line, unless 
it is compelled to change that state by forces 
impressed upon it" 

2. "To every action there is always opposed an equal 
reaction" 

3. "The change in motion is proportional to the motive 
force impressed; and is made in the direction of the 
right line in which that force is impressed" 

Gravitation: F = G m . M . 
o2 

Other contributions 
Scientific method 

Some consequences of the rise of modern scienc~ 



Unit VII, Colloquium 1 

The Scientific Approach 

Bacon, The New Organon, Readings, X-1-1 to 12. 
Descartes, Discourse on Method, Readings, X-1-13ff. 
Butterfield, The Origins of Modern Science, Chapter 6. 

1. Explain: .. neither does the logic which we now have help us. in 
finding out new sciences ... What was the old logic, and what was the new 
logic that Bacon advocated? 

2. What difficulties, if any, do you detect in Bacon's account of proper 
scientific method? 

3. Explain and evaluate Bacon's account of the four classes of Idols. Note 
that Bacon first sketches the four kinds of idols in one section each 
(XLI-XLIV), and then discusses them more fully in the same order 
(XLV-LXV). . - ·. 

4. What did Descartes find wrong with the history, poetry, mathematics and 
phi 1 osophy of hi_ s -student days? 

5. What, for Descartes, is the main pitfall for human reason? How is it to 
be avoided? How is his view of the nature and proper function of reason 
connected with his view that 11 Good Sense ••• is by nature equal in all 
men 11 ? 

6. How does Descartes' doubt differ from the doubt of skeptics who "doubt for 
the sake of doubting .. ? 

7. Explain the line of reasoning by which Descartes tries to reconstruct the 
foundations of human knowledge. Does he succeed? 

8. What conclusions does Descartes reach concerning the relation of mind 
(or soul) and body? Evaluate. 

9. Would it be fair to say that Bacon and Descartes got hold of opposite 
ha 1 ves of the truth about sci e·nt i fi c method? Discuss. 



Unit VII, Lecture 2 

The Rise of Modern Political Theory 

I. Introduction 

A. Beginning of modern political theory 
B. Three objectives in lecture 

1. What makes the political theories to be discussed 
"modern"? (third objective) 

2. What is the historical context for the beginning of 
modern political theory? (first objective) 

3. What are some of the main points in the modern political 
theories of Hobbes and Locke? (second objective) 

II. The English Revolution 

A. The distinctive organization of parliament in England 
B. James I (1603-1625), philosopher of royal absolutism 
C. Charles I (1625-1649), deadlock with Parliament 
D. The Commonwealth (1649-1660), Cromwell and military rule 
E. Charles II (1660-1685), restoration of the Stuart line 
F. James II (1685-1688), open avowal of Roman Catholicism 
G. William III and Mary II (1689~1702; 1689-1694), the Glorious 

Revolution 

III. Hobbes and Locke 

A. The events in 1649 and in 1689 

1. Hobbesian variant 
2. Lockean variant 

B. Main points in the theories of Hobbes and Locke 

1. The state of nature 
2. The origins of political obligation 
3. The interpretation of "law of nature" 

IV. Points of interpretation 

A. Hobbes 

1. The traditional case 
2. The natural law case 
3. The individualist case 

B. Locke 

1. The traditional case 
2. The Hobbesian case 
3. The extreme majority rule case 
4. The extreme individualist case 



TOPIC 

Man's nature before 
formation of the 
state or of society 

Natural law 

Formation of the 
state qr of society 

HOBBES 
1588-1679 

(1) We are elaborate 
mechanisms; what is good is 
simply the object of our 
desires. (See X-2-2.) 

(2) We are in a situation 
disposed towards "'ar, aided 
by competition, distnust, 
pride. (See X-2-3,4.) 

(3) In nature, there are no 
notions of right and wrong, 
justice and injustice. (See 
X-2-5.) 

(4) The fear of death, the 
desire for those things 
necessary for comfortable 
living and the hope that by 
our own work we can obtain 
them, results in a desire 
for peace. (See X-2-5.) 

(5) In nature there is a right 
which is the right to use our 
power to defend our lives, to 
do whatever is a means to the 
preservation of our lives. 
(See X-2-5.) 

(6) Reason counsels us and 
suggests ways of ensuring 
peace. (See X-2-6.) 

Natural laws are essentially 
maxims of prudence. 

(7) The peace we seek can only 
be found in a social contract 
wherein we transfer the right 
of governing ourselves to a 
sovereign. (See X-2-12:)-

The sovereign is established 
by the contract but is not a 
~ to the contrac~ 

(8) The transfer of right is 
given only for ·a good to be 
gained: security of a person • s 
life and means of preserving 
it. Thus, the social contract 
does not override the right to 
resistance against those who 
seek to do harm or to take 
away one's life. (See X-2-7.) 

LOCKE 
1632-1704 

(1) We are free and equal, within 
the limits of the laws of nature. 
(See X-2-13:) ·- - - · 

(2) The law of nature prescribes 
that no one ought to harm another 
in life, health, liberty, or 
possessions. (See X-2-13.) 

(3) In nature there are difficulties: 
--Natural law is not clear. 
--A third-party judge is needed. 
--An effective means of executing 

punishment is needed. (See 
X-2-21.) 

(4) The law of nature is grounded 
in the order or work of a Supreme 
Being. (See X-2-14.) 

(5) This source is such that we are 
obligated to follow natural law, to 
preserve ourselves and the rest of 
mankind. (See X-2-14.) 

Natural laws are essentially moral 
laws. 

(6) The resolution of the problems 
in the state of nature, and hence 
the secruing of our lives, liberties, 
possessions, is by means of a contract 
wherein we submit .to majority rule. 
(See X-2-20.) 

The legislative power is granted, not 
in the original contract, but in .~ 
fiduciary relationship established 
after the contract. {See X-2-22.) 

(7) Thus there is a positive right 

-

of the society to rebel if the 
conditions of the trustee-trustor 
relationship are broken by the sovereign. 
(See X-2-23 ,24.) 



Unit VII, Colloquium 2 

The Contract Theory 

Hobbes, Leviathan, Readings, X-2-1 to 12. 
Locke, Of Civil Government, Readings, X-2-13ff. 

1. What is a leviathan? How does Hobbes use this te~? Is this a mechanical 
or an organic model? 

2. What was Hobbes' view of human nature and how did it relate to his theory 
of absolutism? How does this view differ from Locke's in both respects? 

3. Contrast the views of the state of nature, the views of the social contract, 
and the views of the laws of nature held by Hobbes and Locke. 

4. State Locke's view of property. How might it differ from Hobbes? 

5. What are the bases of law in Hobbes and in Locke? Is there a time when 
there is no difference between right and wrong? 

6. Does government by consent always lead to freedom? to liberty? 

7. In either Locke or Hobbes, is there possibility or likelihood of revolution? 



The Enlightenment: Reason is Absolute 

We have noted that no period in history is completely consistent in its 
tendencies but the century of the Enlightenment came close to such a 
consensus ~mon g the educated men of Europe and America. For them, Man was 
absolute. Absolute Man could be a man of reason, man of power, or man of 
prudence, but in any case Man as self-justifying and final. Louis XIV, 
Fredrick the Great, Voltaire, Samuel Johnson, and Benjamin Franklin were 
all, in various ways, sons of the age. Some of the features of the century 
follow: 

1) Me n now widely knew that Copernicus and Galileo had been right. 
Yet this did not lead eighteenth century men to despair over the earth 
as a speck of dust moving through infinite space and time. Rather, 
quite cha racteri stically, they rejoiced to see what men could learn and 
know. 

2) "The proper study of mankind is man,"' said Pope, speaking for 
the centu ry. Alongside the study of nature, the century especially 
studied the human soul, human customs, habits new and old, and the 
various historical possibilities of education, culture, government, and 
society. 

3) Ra t ional understanding and order was an important goal. One 
thinks of the formal walkways and clipped hedges of Versailles, or the 
balanced formality of neo-classic architecture. Rational order for 
visibl e things inevitably meant geometrical shapes. For invisible 
things, such as the human soul or ethics, it meant discovering formal 
principles of reason by which to formalized the lives of men. 

4) Lest anyone be tempted to dismiss the eighteenth century as a 
time of arid intellectualism, let him also remember that it was the 
century of J.S . Bach , Handel, Gluck, Haydn, and Mozart. To us, this 
music sounds pure and classical, yet often paradoxically passionate. 
Its composers and performers (the two callings were united in the same 
person in those days) thought of it as bringing order out of a 
multitude of possible sounds creating a cosmos in place of chaos 
according to certain rules. The making of the music was traced not to 
genius , no r to mystic reverie, nor to inspiration, but to technical 
ability, to vi rtuosity in "invention .. and performance. Here was sheer 
pleasure , sheer 11 playing, 11 in the realm of sound. 

5) It was the century of absolute monarchs, and also of 
revolutions. Several of the monarchs were distinguished for their 
enlightenment, for example Frederick the Great of Prussia. As for the 
t~o majo r.revolutions of the century--the American and the French--you 
m1g~t cons1der whether the Calvinism and the Catholicism lying remotely 
beh1nd the two lead to a discernible difference in the absoluteness 
given to the will of the people. 

R. G. P. 



RULERS AND EVENTS 

English rulers 
Anne 1702-14 
Marlborough: War of Spanish 
Succession 
Union with Scotland 1706 
Treaty of Utrecht - Gibraltar 
to England 

George I, 1714-27 
War of Austrian Succession 

George II, 1727-60 
Seven Years• War- England 
takes Canada 

British control of India 
enlarged 

George III, 1760-1820 
Colony problems 
American Revolution 
Declaration of Independence 
United States Constitution 

Austria 
Maria Theresa 1740-80 
Joseph II, 1765-90 
enlightened reforms 
abolition of serfdom 

Prussia 
Frederick II, 1740-86 
improves army, civil service 
S i 1 es i,a added 
toleration of religion 

France 
Louis XV, 1715-74 
Austrian alliance 
Age of philosophes 

Louis XVI, 1774-92 
Aids American colonies 
Bankruptcy 
French Revolution 

CHART X. CENTURY OF THE ENLIGHTENMENT (18th century) 

RELIGION 

Rise of Freemasonry 
(1717) 

Pietism 
Zinzendorf 
(1700-60) 

Methodism 
Wesley (1703-91) 
Whitefield (1714-1770) 

1773 Suppression 
of Jesuits 

1790 Civil Consti
tution of the Clergy 

TECHNOLOGY 

1707 Boat run by 
steam-cylinder 

1714 Fahrenheit, 
thermometer 

1718 Small-pox 
vaccination 

1738 Improved spinning 
machines 

1751 Breech-loading gun 

1764 Watt, steam engine 

1770 Priestly, oxygen 
discovered 

1780 Galvani and 
Volta, electricity 
identified 

1782 ballon flight 
1786 gas for lighting 

1793 cotton gin 

CULTURE 

A. Age of Reason 
Voltaire, drama, novels, history 
Montesquieu, Spirit of the Laws 
Rousseau, Emile - new eaucat1onal 
theories--
Social Contract - popular sovereignt 

Quesnay, New Heloise - romanticism 
DuPont, Turgor-(physiocrats) . 
Diderot, D1 Alembert (Encyclopedists) 
Mirabeau, Mably, Abbe St. Pierre, 
Halbach, Helvetius (Philosophes, 
reformers) 

Swift, Addison, Pope, Defoe (English 
men of Letters) 

Sam Johnson (Dictionary) 
Berkeley, Hume, Adam Smith (Wealth 

of Nations) 
Pesta1ozzi, (educational reform) 
Beccaria, (penal reform) 
Schiller, Lessing, Goethe, Kant 

(German men of Letters) 
Gibbon, Decline and Fall of the Roman 

Empire - -- - -
Jefferson, Franklin, Paine 

B. Science 
Linnaeus, Buffon - biology 
Lavosier, Priestly - chemistry 
Laplace, Halley - astronomy 
Mesmer - hypnotism 

C. Music 
Carelli, Scarlatti, J.S. Bach, Handel 
Haydn, Mozart, early Beethoven, 
Rameau. 

D. Art 
Reynolds, Gainsborough, Hogarth 
Watteau, LeBrun, David, Chardin 



Unit , VII, Lecture 3 

The Enlightenment 

I. Sapere aude (dare to know) 

A. Immanuel Kant: . .. What Is Enlightenment? .. 
B. Diderot and the Encyclopedia 

II. Two ancestors of the philosophes 

A. John Locke: An Essay Concerning Human Understanding (~69,0) 
B. Sir Isaac Newton: Principia Mathematica (1687) 

III. The world of reason 

A. Reason and religion 

1. Christianity on trial 
2. Deism 
3. David Hume's criticism of deism 

B. Reason in search of an ideal society 

1. Montesquieu: The Spirit of the Laws (1748) 
2. Voltaire 

C. Enlightened optimism and the problem of evil: four answers 

1. Leibniz: the best of all possible worlds 
2. Alexander Pope: Essay on Man 
3. Rousseau: Emile --
4. Voltaire: Candide (1759) 

IV. Some consequences: the Enlightenment and the three revolutions 

A. Industrial Revolution 
B. American Revolution 
C. French Revolution: Goethe's new age 



Unit VII, Colloquium 3 

The Critical Reason 

Lord Herbert of Cherbury, 11 Five Points of Deism, .. Readings, X-3-1 
Franklin, B., 11 An American Example of Deism, .. Readings, X-3-1 
Voltaire, Philosophical Dictionary, Readings, X-3-2 to 12 
Lessing, The Education of the Human Race, Readings X-3-13 to 17 and 

Nathan 'the W1se, Readings, X-3-18ff: 

1. Lord Herbert of Cherbury lived more thah a century before Voltaire and 
Lessing. How does his idea of religion anticipate theirs? 

2. What religious principles does Benjamin Franklin affirm? 

3. On what reasons does Voltaire base his appeal for tolerance? What is his 
position concerning prayer? Whom does he cite as an authority on prayer? 
What does a theist believe? For him, what is the essence of religion? 

4. What historical figures does Voltaire admire? why? How does he describe 
Jesus? 

5. Voltaire is generally pictured as an enemy of the Christian religion. What 
evidence of this do you find in the readings? What is he passionately 
against, and what is he passionately for? 

6. What point is Lessing making when he defines education and revelation? What 
is the relationship of reason and revelation? 

7. What is the purpose of religion, according to Lessing? What is Lessing's 
view of the nature of history? 

8. What is the point of the story of the three rings told by Nathan? In what 
ways does this story reflect basic Enlightenment characteristics? 

9. What has Kant identified as the essential characteristic of the 
Enlightenment? To what extent do the readings above exemplify this 
characteristic? 



Unit VII, Lecture 4 

The French Revolution and its ._ Aftermqth 

I. The spirit of revolution in the eighteenth century, 1760-1800 

II ~ · The historical background 

A. Louis XIV, 1643-1715 
B. Louis XV, 1715-1774 
C. Louis XVI, 1774-1793 

Ill. The French Revolution, 1789-1799, and Napoleon, 1796-1815 

A. Calling of the Estates General, 1789 

1. Tennis Court Oath 
2. Fall of the Bastille 
3. Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen 

B. Failure of constitutional governm~nt, 1789-1795 

1. Civil Constitution of the Clergy, 1790 
2. First Constitution proclaimed, September, .1791 
3. Girondists and Jacobins · 

a. War of the First Coalition 
b. Abolition of the mon~rchy . 
c. Reign of Terror · 

C. The Directory, 1795-1799 

1. Napoleon in Italy 
2. Napoleon in Egypt 
3. War of the Second Coalition 

D. The Consulate, 1799-1804 

E. The Empire, 1804-1815 

F. Fall of Napoleon and the Congress of Vienna 

G. Significance of the French Revolution 



Unit VII, Colloquium 4 

Freedom and Obedience 

Rousseau, Social Contract, Readings, X-6-lff. 

1. Explain Rousseauis ;ciaim that "Man is born free and everywhere he is in 
chains." Do you agree? What does Rousseau appear to believe is the nature 
of man? 

2. How does Rousseau argue that "might does not make right" (X-6-2)? 

3. What is the "social contract"? How and why does it come into being? What 
rights does Rousseau leave to the individual? How does his idea of contract 
compare with that of Hobbes? 

4. What does Rousseau mean by the term "sovereign" (X-6-5)? 

5. In what ways does a person change by passing from the state of nature into 
the civil state? 

6. In what sense might an i ndi vi dua 1 "be forced to be free 11 
( X-6-6 bottom)? 

Explain the quotation "the general will alone can direct the state ••• " 
(X.-6-7 to 8). 

7. How does one determine the gen~ral will? What might interfere with this 
process? 

8. How do you account for the fact that Rousseau has been called the father of 
the French Revolution and also the father of fascism? 

9. Why should one obey the state? What justifies resistance? 

10. How "well-conducted" (X-6-15) would Rousseau consider our government to be? 



Unit VII, Lecture 5 

Kant 
I • T e rm i no l o gy 

A. Judgment: subject-predicate structure 
B. ~ priori: independent of experie~ce, univer~al and n~cessa~y 
c. ~ posteriori: depend~nt on expe~1en~e~ par~1cul~r ~nd ~ont1ng~nt 
D. Analytic: predicate 1s thought 1mpl1c1tly 1n th1nk1ng the subJect 
E. Synthetic: predicate is not thought in thinking the subject 
F. Intuition: sensibility; form of sensibility 

II. Philosophical conflicts faced by Kant 

A. Rationalism of Leibniz vs. empiricism of Hume 
B. Leibniz's attempt to use reason to transcend experience vs. 

Newton's use of reason to order experience 
C. Newton's confidence in synthetic~ priori truths of 

science vs. Hume's scepticism 
D. Scientific determination vs. ethical freedom and responsibility 

III. Kant's synthesis 

A. Kant's .. Copernican Revolution .. 

B. 

c. 

D. 

E. 

1. The proof that there are synthetic~ priori truths in 
mathematics 

2. Central question: How are synthetic~ priori truths possible? 
3. Kant• s answer: ..... objects must conform to our knowledge•• 
4. The~ priori or innate forms of the mind 

a. Perception--space and time 
b. Understanding--substance, causality, etc. 

5. Appearance and reality 
6. The limits of theoretical reason 

Modified rationalism (rationalism confined to possible 
experience) justified against Hume's thoroughgoing scepticism 
Hume's scepticism justified against a rationalism which would 
transcend all possible experience 
Scientific determinism true of the self as it appears in experience 
but freedom possibly true of self as it is in itself 
Critique of all arguments for the existence of God which rely 
solely on theoretical reason 

IV. Practical reason 

A. Kant: .. I have therefore found it necessary to deny knowledge 
in order to make room for faith .. 

B. Na~ure of rational faith: postulates of pure practical reason 
C. ObJects of rational faith: Freedom, Immorta 1 i ty, God. 

V. Religion within the limits of reason alone 



Unit VII, Colloquium 5 

The Ethics of Duty 

Kant, F~ndamental Principles of the Metaphysic of Morals, 
Readings, X-4-1 to 5. 

' ' I I • 

1. For Kant, what is the importance ·of a good will? What is the importance of 
gbod deeds? 

2. Does an inclination to do an act destroy the moral worth of doing it? 

3. Be able to state the categorical imperative. How does Kant argue that the 
cat~gorical imperative is the fundamental moral principle? Compare the 
categorical imperative with the golden rule. 

4. What is meant by the statement that men should be treated as ends and not 
as means? Can this principle be derived from the categorical imperative? 
If ~Q, how? 

5. Do you believe Kant's ethic is workable in everyday life? 

6. How do~s Kant's ethic reflect the philosophy of the Enlightenment? 



1. Romanticism 

Lecture 1 

Colloquium 1 

2. Order or Progress 

Lecture 2 

Part I 

Part I I 

Colloquium 2 

Lecture 3 

Part I 

Part I I 

UNI T VII I 

THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 

ASSIGNMENTS 

Romanticism 

Harrison and Sulli van, Chapte r 41, "Aftermath, 
Restoration, and Reaction, 1815- 1830 11 500-510 and 
Chapter 42, "Romanticism in Philosophy, Literature 
and the Art s, " 511 - 521 . 

The Romantic Vis ion 

Poetry of Pope, Wo rd swo rt h, and Blake, Syllabus. 
Coleridge, Rime of the An ci ent Mariner, Readings, 

X-7- llff. 
Wood, R.C., "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, a 

Commenta ry, .. Readings, X- 7-9 to 10. 
Schleiermacher, F.,~ Re l igion: Speeches to Its 

Cultured Despisers, Readings, X-7-1 to 8. 

Conservati sm and Liberalism in the Nineteenth Century 

Conse rvatism and Liberalism in Politics 

Har r i son and Sulli van, Chapter 44, "The Triumph 
of Bourgeois Libera 1 ism, 11 535-544. -

Conse rvatism and Liberalism in Religion 

The Liberalism of John Stuart Mill 

Mill, John Stuart, "On Liberty, .. Readings, X-8- lff. 

Two Maj or Devlopments in the Nineteenth Century 

The Industrial Revolution and the Age of Materialism 

Harrison and Sullivan, Chapter 43, "The Industrial 
Revolution," 523-534 and Chapter 48, 11 The Movement 
of the Masses," 580- 589. 

Darwin and Evolutionary Thinking 

Harrison and Sullivan, Chapter 47, "The Onrush of 
Technology and Science," 570- 578 especially 
sections 4 and 6, and Chapter 51, "The Challenge 
to Christianity ," 612-619. 



Colloquium 3 Capitali sm and the Marxist Critique 

"The Sadler Report," Readi ngs, X-9-1 to 5. 
Marx , Ka rl and Engels, F., The Commun ist Manifesto, 

Readings, X- 9- 25 to 42. ---
Ma rx , Karl , Critique of Politi cal Economy, Readings, 

X-9-23ff . 
Carnegie, Andrew, "Wea l th, " Heffner , A Documentary 

Histo r~ of the United States , edi tion on reserve 
158-16 and-r66- 173 or B1centenn i al edition, 161-162 
and 166-173. 

3. The Idea of Progress and Challenges to_!! 

Lecture 4 

Colloquium 4 

Critics of the Nineteenth Century 

Ha rrison and Sullivan, Chapter 49, "Ma 1 i gnant Nation a 1 ism," 
590-599 and Chapter 52 , "Disenchantment, Realism, 
Impressionism, Modernism ," 621-629 . 

Comte and Nietzsche 

Comte, Auguste, The Positi ve Philosophy, Readings, 
X-9-43ff . -

Nietzsche , F., The Will to Power, Readings, X-10-1ff. 



UNI T VI II 

The 19th Cent ury: Progress and its Challengers 

Twentieth century man judges his cultural forebears of the nineteenth 
century in an acutely amb ivalent way. On the one hand, much that was 
typical of the nineteenth centu ry continues into the present. John Stuart 
Mill's political li beral ism , emphasizing the possibility of human 
fulfillment, joined neatly with a popu~ariz~d Darwin~sm to lead. to that 
quintessential nineteenth-cent ury say1ng, Prog~ess 1s not an acc1de~t, but 
a necessity" (so Herbert Spenc~r, 1851). De~p1te all the crumbl1ng ?f 
cookies since then, many men 1n 1951 would st1ll have held that progress 1n 
science, technology, and l i berty ~reman's ~est hope, and that in fact they 
are moving us towards a ut op1a that 1s out there around the corner 
somewhere. Yet, on the other hand, much of nineteenth century belief in 
progress appears to us now as incredibly naive, smug, self-righteous--all 
those qualities we think of as "Victorian." 

Our ambivalence towards t he century is clear in the fact that even our 
protest against its Phili st ini sm is done in the name of critics that the 
century itself produced . Con side r Kierkegaard's attack on Christendom, 
Nietzsche's castigation of hypocritical morality, Marx's analysis of 
industrial conditions, Veblen's ca r icatures of conspicuous consumption in 
the New World, Dostoyevsky' s notes from the underground of the human spirit, 
Freud's excavations in the unconscious, Van Gogh's move from impressionism 
to expressionism. Ki erkegaard, Ni et zsche, and the others, viewed by their 
contemporaries as pesky gnats or as raging beasts, we have raised to 
prominence as seers, and in do i ng so have given homage to at least one 
dimension of their centu ry. 

In a general way, t he deve l opments of the century fall into three 
periods. Roughly the first th ird of the century comprised what we usually 
call the Romantic Period. Jacques Barzun has said that the problem of the 
romantic period was "to create a new world on the ruins of the old." 
Politically, this mea nt a conservative and reactionary period, following the 
Napoleonic wars. Culturally, it meant a new appreciation for the 
non-rational aspects of life- - feelin g, conscience, beauty, God, freedom, 
immortality. Religious ly , it meant a turn from orthodox or rational 
theology to a religion of expe rienceo 

Developing democracy , l ais sez fai re political liberalism, and a 
gathering of speed by the i ndustri al revolution, marked the middle third of 
the century. This wa s t he time of the bourgeois "Citizen King" in France, 
Louis Philippe; a ti me of social and political reform in England, 
inaugurated by the Reform Bill of 1832; and the time when the Jacksonian 
era broa~ened t~e conception of democracy in America. It was also the time 
when the 1ndustr1al revo lution began t o show some of those evil side effects 
that would call for t h protest s and eventually a recognition of the need for 
curbs. 1848 was a cri tical year with revolutions in Paris Vienna and 
Berlin, and with the publi cation'of the Communist Manifesto. ' ' 

~he final .period of the centu ry may perhaps be said to begin with the 
found1n~ .o! B1~marck 's German Empire , in 1871, and to end with the outbreak 
of host1l1t1e~ ~n 1914. Kierkegaard might have described this period as one 
o! "self-suff1c1ent fin itude." The eighteenth- century vision of the heavenly 
c1ty on earth ha~ by n?w gi ven way t o a vision of oil lamps and good roads, 
t~ough the per1od d1d al so have its spiritual mentors in such literary 
f1~ures a~ Carlrle, Tennyson , and Browni ng. Nationalism was rampant, as in 
Ka1~er W1lhelm s Germany , Victor ia's assumption of the title "Empress of 
Ind1a," Roosevelt's "big stic k" Ameri ca. So-called Darwinian progressivism 



was at a peak of influence, but Marx's dialectical materialism was growing 
on the slopes. And the peak on which progressivism reigned was to prove to 
be volcanic in th~ explosion that blew it to bits and ended the period--the 
disastrous ~onfrontation in qattle between all the leading nations that 
comprised the Western world, 

R. G. P. 



Political 

1796- 1815 Napoleonic Wars 

1814 Congress of Vienna 

1820-30 Decade of national 
liberation movements (Spain, 
Naples, Mexico, Peru, 
Brazil, Russia, Serbia, 
Ecuador, Poland, Greece) 

1830, July Revolution, 
France 

1831, Young Italy, Mazzini 
1832, Reform Bill, England 
1833, Slavery abolished in 
British Empire 

1834, Zollverein completed 

1837-1901 Queen Victoria 
1840, Britain opens China, 
First Opium War 

1846-48, Mexican War 
1848, Wave of revolutions 
in Europe 

1853-56, Crimean War 
1853-54, United States 
opens Japan 

1861, Russian serfs eman
, ci pated 

1861-65, American Civil War 

1867, Second Reform Bill, 
England 

1867, Dominion of Canada 
1867, Austria-Hungary dual 
monarchy 

1869, Suez Canal opened 
1870-71, Franco-Prussian War 
1870, Unification of Italy 
1871, Unification of Germany 
1875, Britain acquired Suez 
Canal 

1876, Turkish constitution 
1878, Congress of Berlin 

CHART XI. THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 

Religious 

1799 Schleiermacher 
On Religion 

1814 Restoration of 
the Jesuits 

Theologians: Hegel, 
Coleridge, Timothy 
Dwight, Ellery 
Channing 

1825, The New Chris
tiani~ Saint-Simon 

1833 Oxford movement 

1835 Strauss, Life Qf 
Jesus 

1837 Revival in Germany 

1853 Kierkegaard's 
attach on Danish church 

1854 Dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception 

1858 Robert Owen, 
Christian socialist 

1858 Apparition at 
Lourdes 

1864 Syllabus of Errors 
1865 Salvation Army 

1870 Dogma of Papal 
I n fa 11 i b i 1 i ty 

1871-83 Bismark's 
struggle against 
Roman Catholic Church 
fo 11 owing dogma of 
Papal Infallibility 
(the Kulturkampf) 

Social and Cultural 

1798 Malthus, Essay on Population 
1802 Code Napoleon 
1802 Cuneiform deciphered, Grotefend 

1821 Heiroglyphics deciphered, 
(Champollion) 

Practical inventions: cylinder print
ing press, cheap newspapers; steam
boat across Atlantic; first 
practical railroad (1825); McCormick 
reaper; Daguerrotype, telegraph 

1830-33 Lyell; Principles of Geology 
1831 Faraday, electromagnetism 

Robert Owen, Utopian Socialist 
1830-42 Comte, Positivism 

1846 Ether as an anesthetic 
1848 Communist Manifesto, 
Marx, Engels 

1848 Mill, J.S., Principles of 
Political Economy 

1859 Origin of Species 

1867-94 Das Kapital 
Practical discoveries: improved 
steel (Bessemer, Siemen), firearms 

Chemical discoveries and experiments 
in electricity 

1880 Malaria germ isolated, Lavaren 
1881 Immunization, Pasteur 
1882 Tuberculosis germ, Koch 



CHART XI. THE NINETEENTH CENTURY (CONTINUED) 

Political 

1883, Fabian Society founded 
1883, French acquire Indo
China 

1884, Third Reform Bill, 
England 

1898, Spanish American W~r 
1899, Hague Peace Conference 
internation&l court of 
arbitration 

1899-1902, Boer War 
1899-1901, Boxer Rebellion, 
China 

Rel i ious 

1890~1907 The Golden · 
Bough, Frazier 

1891 De Rerum Novarum · 

1893 First World Par
liament of Religions 
Chicago (Vivekananda) 

Theologians: Ritschl, 
American Social 
Gospel, Harnack, 
Rudolf Otto 

Social and Cultural 

1892 Electron theory (Lorentz) 

1895 Freud, study of subconscious 
Jung 
Alder 

1898 Radium (M. Curie) 

1900 Quantum theory (Planck) 
1901 Adrenaline isolated 
1903 Airplane (Wright) 
1905, 1915 Einstein, relativity 
1909 North pole reached 
1911 South pole reached 
1913 Shaply, star distance by 
electroscopy 

1914 Panama canal 
Practical discoveries: telephone 
. (1876), typewriter, phonograph, 
internal combustion engine 
(Daimler) incandescent light 
(Edison), wireless (Marconi), 
Ford car and assembly line 
technique 



Unit VIII, Lecture 1 

Romanticism 

I. Lower-case "romanticism" 

A. Associations of the term "romarice 11 

B. Romanticism as a feature of the Renaissance 
c. The term "romantic" in the 17th and 18th centuries , 
D. Ev i denc,es of changing 1 i terary fashi, ons in Europe before 1780 

II. The Romantic movement, 1780-1830 

A. The special case of J. J. Rousseau 
B. Germany: Goethe, Schiller 
c. England: Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, and others 
D. France, United States, and elsewhere 

III. Characteristics of Romanticism 

A. Art as the revelation of the inner life of the artist 
B. Spontaneity and freedom of imagery and form 
C. Nature "received .. through concrete experiences, and through 

meditation on these experiences 
D. The beauty of the commonplace 
E. Rebellion against established authority and convention 
F. Focus on the supernatural a~d the strange 

IV. The impact of Romanticism 

A. Di sill usionment with some romantic ideals 
B. Some permanent effects of Romanticism on the values of Western 

man 



Unit VIIL, Colloquium 1 

The Romantic Vision 

Poetry of Pope, Wordsworth, and Blake, Syllabus 
Coleridge, Rime of the Ancient Mariner, Readings, X-7-11ff. 
Wood, R. C .-:-"The Rime of the Ancient Mariner,. a Commentary,'' Readings, 

X-7-9 to 10. · 
Schleiermacher, On· Religion: Speeches to Its Cultured Despisers, 

· . Readings, · X~7-1 to 8. . · 

1. Compare Pope's Essay on Man (a classic poem) with the poems of 
Wordsworth and Blake \romantics). What are the differences between a 
classic and a romantic poem? What changes, if any, might these 
differences indicate in the understanding of the .nature of human beings? 

2. To what extent, if any, does one "murder to dissect"? What acts and 
feelings does Wordsworth praise in Tintern Abbey? What might be 
examples of "mind-forged manacles"? Are they necessary? What does 
"Israel" mean in Blake.'s poem "Mock on, • ~ ."? What values does Blake 
espouse? 

3. Why is the Rime of the Ancient Mariner considered a romantic poem? 
What are the chief elements in romanticism? 

4. Explain the symbolism of the Rime. What do the albatross and the 
water snakes represent? What type of actions happen in the sunlight? 
in the moonlight? Why must the mariner tell his tale? 

5. The plot of the Rime of the Ancient Marine~ appeats i to be bne in 
which the killing of thealbatross sets off a chain of psychological 
reactions and an emergence of supernatural forces, as if, indeed, 
"spiritual laws .. exist and operate in the lives of human beings. Can 
you give alternative explanations for the sudden sinking of the ship, 
the madness of the boy in the boat, and the spiritual ineffectiveness 
of the hermit? 

6. How does Schleiermacher seek to make religion meaningful to those who 
"despise .. it? 

7. According to Schleiermacher, what is religion? What are dogmas? What 
is a miracle? Contrast Schleiermacher's understanding of religion with 
that of the Deists. 

8. What common themes do you find treated by Wordsworth, Blake, Coleridge 
and Schleiermacher? 



Alexander Pope's An Essay on Man, Epistle IJ, Section 1 

Know then thyself, presume not God to scan; 
The proper study of Mankind is Man. 
Plac'd on this isthmus of a middle state, 
A being darkly wise, and rudely great: 
With too much knowledge for the Sceptic side, 
With too much weakness for the Stoic's pride, 
He hangs between; in doubt to act, or rest, 
In doubt to deem himself a God, or Beast; 
In doubt his Mind or Body to prefer, 
Born but to die, and reas'ning but to err; 
Alike in ingnorance, his reason such, 
Whether he thinks too little, or too much: 
Chaos of Thought and Passion, all confus'd; 
Still by himself abus'd, or disabus'd; 
Created half to rise, and half to fall; 
Great lord of all things, yet a prey to all; 
Sole judge of Truth, in endless Error hurl'd: 
The glory, just, and riddle of the world! 

Go, wond'rous creature! mount where Science guides, 
Go, measure earth, weigh air, and state the tides; 
Instruct the planets in what orbs to run, 
Correct old Time, and regulate the Sun; 
Go, soar with Plato to th'empyreal sphere, 
To the first good, first perfect, and first fair; 
Or tread the mazy round his follow'rs trod, 
And quitting sense call imitating God; 
As Eastern priests in giddy circles run, 
And turn their heads to imitate the Sun. 
Go, teach Eternal Wisdom how to rule--
Then drop into thyself, and be a fool! 

Superior beings, when of late they saw 
A mortal Man unfold all Nature's law, 
Admir'd such wisdom in an earthly shape, 
And shew'd a NEWTON as we shew an Ape. 

Could he, whose rules the rapid Comet bind, 
Describe or fix one movement of his Mind? 
Who saw its fires h~re rise, and there descend, 
Explain his own beginning, or his end? 
Alas what wonder! Man's superior part 
Uncheck'd may rise, and climb from art to art: 
But when his own great work is but begun, 
What Reason weaves, by Passion is undone. 

Trace Science then, with Modesty thy guide; 
First strip off all her equipage of Pride, 
Deduct what is but Vanity, or Dress, 
Or Learning's Luxury, or Idleness; 
Or tricks to shew the stretch of human brain 

. 1 ' Mere cur1ous p easure, or ingenious pain: 
Expunge the whole, or lop th'excrescent parts 
Of all, our Vices have created Arts: 
Then see how little the remaining sum 
Which serv'd the past, and must the tfmes to come! 



From William Wordsworth's "The Tables Turned" 

One impulse from a vernal wood 
May teach you more of man, 
Of moral evil and of good, 
Than all the sages can. 

Sweet is the lore which Nature brings; 
Our meddling intellect 
Misshapes the beauteous forms of things--
We murder to dissect. 

Enough of Science and of Art; 
Close up those barren leaves; 
Come forth, and bring with you a heart 
That watches and receives. 

From Wordsworth's Tintern Abbey 

These beauteous forms, 
Through a long absence, have not been to me 
As is a landscape to a blind man's eye; 
But oft, in lonely rooms, and 'mid the din 
Of towns and cities, I have owed to them, 
In hours of weariness, sensations sweet, 
Felt in the blood, and felt along the heart; 
And passing even into my purer mind, 
With tranquil restoration--feelings too 
Of unremembered pleasure; such perhaps, 
As have no slight or trivial influence 
On that best portion of a good man's life, 
His little, nameless, unremembered, acts 
Of kindness and of love. Nor less, I trust, 
To them I may have owed another gift, 
Of aspect more sublime; that blessed mood, 
In which the burden of the mystery, 
In which the heavy and the weary weight 
Of all this unintelligible world, 
Is lightened--that serene and blessed mood, 
In which the affections gently lead us on-
Until, the breath of this corporeal frame 
And even the motion of our human blood 
Almost suspended, we are laid asleep 
In body, and become a living soul; 
While with an eye made quiet by the power 
Of harmony, and the deep power of joy, 
We see into the life of things. 



From William Blake's "London" 

I wander through each chartered street, 
Near where the chartered Thames does flow, 
And mark in every face I meet 
Marks of weakness, marks of woe. 

In every cry of every Man, 
In every Infant's cry of fear, 
In every voice, in every ban, 
The mind-forged manacles I hear. 

From William Blake's Notebook 

Mock on, Moe~ on, Voltaire, Rousseau: 
Mock on, Mock on: 'tis all in vain! 
You throw the sand against the wind, 
And the wind blows it back again. 

And every sand becomes a Gem 
Reflected in the beams divine; 
Blown back they blind the mocking eye, 
But still in Israel's paths they shine. 

The Atoms of Democritus 
And Newton's particles of light 
Are sands upon the Red Sea shore 
Where Israel's tents do shine so bright 

From Blake's "Auguries of Innocence" 

To see a World in a Grain of Sand 
And a Heaven in a Wild Flower, 
Hold Infinity in the palm of yo~r hand 
And Eternity in an hour, 

RICHARD HALLIBURTON 
Traveller-Author-Lecturer 
Born 1900-Lost at Sea 1939 

In daring, a modern Icarus. He flew too near the sun. 

"I wanted freedom, freedom to indulge in whatever caprice 
struck my fancy, freedom to search in the farthermost 
corners of the earth for the beautiful, the joyous, and the 
romantic." Richard Halliburton, The Royal Road to Romance 



THE HUMAN DIALECTIC 

These suggested polarities are stated in extremes, and are only indicative. 
One is not found entirely without the other; each should be t~ought of as an 
EMPHASIS or PREDOMINANCE· they are related to each other not 1n the way of a 
battle to the death so m~ch as the way of a DANCE. Extreme 11 A11 means tyranny, 
sterility; extreme 11 811 means chaos. 

BASIC REFERENCE: society, mankind, the 
Many. 

REALITY: permanent, eternal, stable. 
Value words: classic, lucidity, perfection, 
Being. 

ORDER: the attitude of limiting, arranging, 
refining, tailoring the FINITE. Ultimate 
air: contemplative UNDERSTANDING. The 
incongrous is disturbing; decision required. 

MYTH: tends to evaluate and eliminate 
all mythologies except that which serves 
the purpose in a logical, practical, or 
traditional way. 

RATIOCINATION, or conscious logic, is the 
way to truth. Other psychic elements 
(sensation, feelings, intuition} are 
subordinated or squelched as interferences. 
The measure of truth is its OBJECTIVITY. 
Relies on abstration, the syllogism, 
cause- effect relations, · "common sense." 

THE ATTAINABLE: make the most of what 
IS, order and analyze it into desired 
patterns, codes, traditions. The aim 
in art: stasis, clarity, serenity. 

DIALECTIC MODE: useful as a MEANS only; 
the self-contradictory, the absurd, 
are rejected. 

TIME: the enemy, a kind of river to 
be dammed up, made into a still lake 
over which the contemplation can float. 
Historical truth is the resolving of time 
into patterns of cause and effect. Time 
the measure of change, is-basically an ~ 
illusion; reality inheres in the mode of 
SPACE (stasis, simultaneity}. 

JOURNEYING: the aim is to arrive; the 
trip is an unavoidable means to this end. 

DUTY, LAW, FACT, ANSWER 

BASIC REFERENCE: the individual, the One 

REALITY: changing, temporal, fluid. 
Value words: progress, evolution, organic 
growth, becoming. 

ENERGY: attitude of outpouring, of breaking 
through bounds, of transcendence, of seeking 
the INFINITE, of accepting the incongrous 
for the sake of EXPERIENCE rather than 
excluding by decision. Ultimate aim: intense 
awareness, sense of vitality, of ecstasy. 

MYTH: tends to accept various mythologies 
even when contradictory, as patterns of 
experience to be savored. 

NON-RATIONAL elements are equally, perhaps 
more important in ex eriencin las 
distinct} from deducing the truth. 
Relies on the CONCRETE, on PERCEPT rather 
than CONCEPT, on ASSOCIATION rather than 
the syllogism (analogy, not logic}. the 
measure of truth is its integrity as 
human experience. 

THE UNATTAINABLE: "Immoral longings," 
"divine discontent." Preserve that 
ferment which incites vitality, change. 
The aim in art: a sense of wonder, of 
paradox, of mystery, of the indefinite 
or vague or incomplete. 

DIALECTIC MODE: to be intensified into 
antinomy tending to become an END in 
itself. With the absurd begins real 
"enlightenment" of a higher order. 

TIME: the very essence of change, 
hence of life-death, or vitality; 
basically the source of deepest 
values of the experiential, "feeling" 
kind. History~~ is truth. 

JOURNEYING: getting there is more than 
half the fun. Search rather than find. 

LOVE, EMPATHY, SPIRIT, QUESTION 



COMPARISON OF CONSERVATIVES AND LIBERALS 

THE EARLY NINETEENTH CENTURY 
CONSERVATIVES 

RULING DYNASTIES 

TRADITIONAL ARISTOCRACIES 

HIERARCHIES OF 
ESTABLISHED CHURCHES 

ORGANIC 

ORDER 

BIRTH <EsTATE) 

PRESCRIPTION 

PRIVILEGE 

"NoBLESSE OBLIGE" 

HISTORY 

LEGITIMACY 

TRADITIONAL ORDERS 

tROUPS OF ADHERENTS 

CoNCEPT oF SociETY 

SociETAL CoNTRIBUTION TO 
HuMAN FuFILLMENT 

BASIS OF THE INDIVIDUAL'S 
RoLE IN SociETY 

BASIS OF THE INDIVIDUAL5S 
"RIGHTS" 

MECHANISM FOR THE PROTECTION 
AND 

ADVANCEMENT OF SoCIETY 

BASIS FOR JUDGING THE 
APPROPRIATENESS OF 
CoNSTITUTIONAL FoRMS 

REcoMMENDED GovERMENTAL 

FoRM 

PoLITICAL PARtiCIPATION 

LIBERALS 

BouRGEOISIE <CoMMERCIAL~ 
FINANCIAL~ INDUSTRIAL) 

PROFESSIONAL CLASSES AND 

BUREAUCRATIC CLASSES 

ATOMISTIC 

OPPORTUNITY 

ABILITY 

"HUMAN RIGHTS" 

LIBERTY 

"HIDDEN HAND" 

NATURAL LAW <REASON) 

UTILITY (REASON) 

LIMITED MoNARCHY 

"RESPONSIBLE" CLASSES 



Unit VIII, Lecture 2 

Conservatism and Liberalism in the Nineteenth Century 

Part One: Conservatism and Liberalism in Politics 

I. The continuing, tension .between "Order" ~and "Progr.ess .. 

II. Conservatives· and liberals . 

A. Conservatives 

1. R~g,ro~ping of the privileged orders . of the Old, Regime 
. 2. Reinforced by traditional classes such a,s the . p·easantry 

and by the reaction against rationalism :, 

B •· l i ·b e r a 1 s · . 

1. Elements of the emerging middle classes 
2·. Reinforced by the .heirs of the Enlightenment tradition 

III. Conservatism versus liberalism 

A. . .Concepts of society and ~the ro,l e of the i ndJ vi dua 1 
B. Concepts of constitutionalism .and poJ ·itical .institutions 

Part Two: : Co.nservatism and Liberalism in Religion :' .- · . 

I. Challenge and Change for the religious institutions of the West 

I I. Q~est for -the fl·:ew . 
. ; ;• 

A. Th-e qu_a.lity .of religious fe.eling . 
B. God•s kingdom and human moral vision! 
C. White man•s burden 
D. Intellectual · honesty: Biblical cri'ti'cism 

. ' 

I I I • Reaffirmation of the old 

A. Catholicism and the First Vatican Council 
B. Protestant scholastics and fundamentalists 
C. Eastern orthodoxy and autocephaly 
D. The museum-like preservation of older forms 

IV. Gestation for the century that lay ahead 



Unit VIII, Colloquium 2 

The Liberalism of John Stuart Mill 

Mill, John Stuart, 11 0n Liberty, .. Readings, X-8-lff. 

1. Mill holds that the ·protection of liberty traditionally had been a 
matter of concern in a situation in which the government was seen 
to be as .. over .. or .. against .. the citizens. On what grounds does he 
argue that liberty must also be protected in a situation in which 
the government is of, by, and for the people? 

2. What is the sole principle admitted by Mill as grounds for 
restraining individual liberty? ,What exceptions does he permit? 
why? 

a. On what grounds does he condone despotism? What, if any~ are 
the difficulties with this? 

b. In what ways, both positively and negatively, can coercive 
power be used legitimately? 

3. Mill claims that the protection of individual liberty is justified 
on grounds of utility rather than abstract right. · What is the 
ut il i ty of i nd i vi dua 1 freedom? 

4. What three 11 regions 11 of human liberty are specified by Mill? How 
are these regions related to one another? 

5. Explain and evaluate the following sentence: 11 If all mankind minus 
one were of one opinion, and only one person were of the contrary 
opinion, mankind would be no more justified in silencing that one 
person than he, if he had the power, would be justified in 
silencing mankind ... (X-8-6) · 

6. Do you think that in present day America · liberty is valued and 
protected along the line advocated by Mill? 



U n it . V I I I', L e c t u r e 3 

Two Major Developments of the Nineteenth Century 

Part One: The Indu.s.,tria··] ~-Revolution and the Age of Material,ism' 

I. Introduction · 

A. The historical significance of the Industrial Revolution 
B. The Industrial Revolution: a working definition 

- II. Significant··p~:en.~mena as?ociated with the Industrial Revolution 

A. Demographic revolution 
B. Agricultural revolution 
C • . Trans·portat.i on ; and· communications revolution 
D. Leg a 1 ·revo 1 uti on o 

·I I I. The stages of"''industr'·i a·l development 

A. First stage: textiles 
B. · Second s~age: heavy industry 
C. Third stage: production of consumer goods ·=· 

IV. The Industrial Revolution and ·alterations in tha character of 
human· 1 i fe · 

A.· The· transformation of society and the relationship· between 
·l i f e and e con om i c act i v i ty 

B ~ The. t rar1·s formation of va 1 ue systems 

Part Two: Darwin and Evolutionary- Thinki·ng 

I. · "Evolutionary" thinking before Darwin 

A. Some preliminary examples 
B. Change understood ~s directional 

- C. Change understood a.s·· progress -..- as chan~Je for, the better 
0. The ·sea rth fo·r natura 1'· 1 aws or causal pr:-i:nc i p 1 e.si :of change 1 

E. Comte •·s law :to.f the three stages or states .. . _ · · ·- . · · 

I I. Bi ologi ca.] ·· evo.l uti on 

A. The views of Lamarck 
B. Kinds of· evidence: for biological evoluti-on ' 
C • The mechani.sm ·: of . evo 1 uti on: · .Darwin on natural : selection 
D. Some subsequent mod .ifications of Darwin's views . . . 

III. ~oral~ economic, and political uses (or ~buses) of the notion of 
surv1val of the fittest": "Social Darwinism" 

IV. Darwin and religion 



Unit VIII, Colloquium 3 

Capitalism .and . the Marxist Critique 

11 The Sadler Report, 11 Readings, X-9-1 to 5. 
Marx, Karl and Engels, Friedrich, The Communist Manifesto, Readings, 

X-9-25 to 42. -
Marx, Karl, Criti ·gue of Political Economy, Readings, X-9-23f. 
Carnegie, Andrew, 11 Wealth, 11 Heffner,~ Documentary History of the 

United States, edition on reserve 158-162 and 166-173 or . 
B1centennial edition, 161-162 and 166-173. 

1. What explanation for the condition of the industrial working class is to 
be found in 11 The · sadler Committee Report 11 ? The Communist Manifesto? 
Carnegie• s essay on 11 Wealth 11 ? -

2. What possible futures are envisioned for capitalism and private property 
by Carnegie? by Marx and .Engels? According to these two approaches, 
in what ways may the ill effects of capitalism be overcome? 

3. In what different ways do Carnegie and ·Marx understand the notion of the 
11 Survival of the fittest .. ? 

4. What Marx calls 11 the leading thread 11 in his studies includes the 
following statement; ''At a· certain stage of this development the 
material forces of production in society come into conflict with the 
existing relations of production {property relations) .••• ~ From forms 
of development of the forces of production these relations turn into 
their fetters. Then comes the period of social revolution •••• 11 

{Readings, X~9-23). In the principle just stated, what does Marx 
mean by 11 forces of production 11 and by 11 relations of production 11 ? Why 
does Marx think the above. principle is a law governing history? What 
are some examples of the operation of this law given in The 
Communist Manifesto? How does this apply in a capitalistsociety? 
Do you think it is a law governing history? 

5. What do Marx and Enge 1 s mean- 'when they say that 11 the hi story of . a 11 
hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles 11 ? 

6. In what ways has the role of the bourgeoisie been revolutionary? In 
modern industrial society, wh.at .classes are the main antagonists in 
the struggle? Why is the existence of capitalism dependent upon the 
exploitation of the proletariat by the bourgeoisie? In what sense 
is the bourgeoisie digging its own grave? Why should class struggle 
{history) come to an end with the revolutionary triumph of the 
proletariat? 

7. On the basis of the . Marxist · interpretation of history, what is 
possible fbr us to know about the true character of man? On what 
grounds do Marx and Engels dismiss religious, philosophical, and 
ideological criticisms of communism? 



Unit VIII, Lecture 4 

· Critics o_f the Nineteenth Century 

I. The idea of progress in the 19th century 

A. The view of man as a .. progressi,ve ... _being::: retrospect 
B. Hi stori ca 1 factors -contributing to th~ be 1 i _ef in man as · ·a 

progressive being 
c . ph i l.o s o.p.h i c a 1 s up.p or t · for be 1 i e f i n man· as a p r ogress i v e be i n g 

II. Critics of the Nineteenth century 

A. The crttiq~e of regson and the erosion -of a traditional 
-concept of reason 

B. Historical factors contributing to skepticism about man as a 
progressive being 

C. 11 Systems 11 of thought . contr-ibuting to disillusionment about man 
as .a .·- progr:-essive being 

1. Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) 
; ( . · 

a. Possibilities for interpretation 
b. Conscious choice and human action: Nietzsche•s view 

(,1) The critique of Christiani ~ty 
(2) The critique of democracy 
(3) The critique of Darwinism 
(4) The will to power 

2. Sigmund Freud (1856-1939) 
, , 

a. Psychoana 1 ysi s :. therapy and theory 
· b. · .The structure of . t~e psyche 

. ('I) S~pe-~ ·-- ego · 

., (2) ' l.d 
(3) Ego 
(4) I Implications for religion,. morality, 

·. ' 

freedom 



Unit , VIII, Colloquium 4 

Comte and Nietzsche 

Comte, A., The Positive Phi 1 osophy, Readings, X-9-43ff. 
Nietzche, F., The Will to Power, Readings, X-10-lff~ 

1. What is · Comte• s ~·Great fundamental Law .. ? What are the three stages or 
states in the development of human understanding? Can you give an example 
of each stage? 

2. Comte sees a relationship between the historical development of thought 
and the development of individual minds (paragraph 9). Compare with the 
biological slogan, .. ontogeny recapitulates phylogeny ... 

3. Does Comte•s claim that human understanding has moved through the three 
stages seem to you true? Do you agree with Comte that the change from 
one stage to another is change for the better? 

4. What does Nietzsche•s mean by (a) the synthetic man, (b) the levelling 
of the mankind of Eurdpe, (c) a transvaluation of values? 

5. Explain Nietzsche•s view that 11 the cult of alturism is merely a 
particular form of egoism, .. and that values are often created by 
resentment (sect. 373, p~ X-10-6). 

6. What criticisms does Nietzsche ·make of (a) utilitariamism, (b) evolution, 
(c) Christianity? 

7. Does Nietzsche correctly understand Christianity and its values? 

8. Nietzsche expresses contempt for John Stuart Mill. Is there, however, 
some basic agreement between the two men in their ideal for meaningful 
human existence? (Compare Nietzsche•s synthetic man and Mill•s ideal 
of human individuality.) On what other important points do they differ? 

9. Find passages Where Nietzsche is critical of 19th century views as to 
what counts as progress. 

10. Why does Nietzsche say that 11 the levelling of the mankind of Europe 
should not be arr~sted; it should even be accelerated"? (X-10-10) 

. . . 



1. Totalitarianism 

Lecture 1 

Colloquium 1 

UNI IX 

THE TWENTI ETH CENTURY 

ASSIGNMENTS 

Communism a1 d Fa cism 

Harrison and Su 11 ivan, Chapter 54, .. The Triumph of 
Communism in Russia, .. 649- 657 and Chapter 55, 11 The 
Triumph of Fascism in Italy, Germany and Japan, .. 
658-666 . 

The Indi vidual in the Totalitarian State 

Koestler, A., Darkness at Noon, The First Hearing, 
Sections 1, 2,6,9, 12,14; The Second Hearing, Sections 
1,3,7; the Third Hearing, Sections 1,2,3 ,5,6; and The 
Grammatical Fiction, Sections 1,2,3. 

2. Discovery of the Self 

Lecture 2 

Colloquium 2 

3. An Overview 

Colloquium 3 

Lecture 3 

Existentialism 

Harri son and Sullivan, Chapter 60, 11 Western 
Civilization in the Twent i eth Century , .. 723-7 36 . 

Freedom, Responsibility and Authentic Existence 

Kie rkegaard , S., Sickness Unto Death, Syl l abus. 
Sartre, J., Existent i al ism, (handout). 

Responsibilities and Possibilities 

Nieb uhr, R., 11 The American Future, .. Read i ngs, 
XI -3-1ff. 

Beauvoir, Simone de, from The Second Sex, 
Syllabus. - -

Faulkner, Wi lliam, 11 Address upon Receiving the Nobe l 
Prize for Literature, .. Syllabus. 

The Heritage We Stand On 



UNIT IX 

The Twentieth Century 

In a certain sense it may be said that the nineteenth century ends and 
the twentieth century begins with the First World War of 1914-18. Although 
there were important voices and moveme~t~ of dissent, the ni~eteenth century 
was characteristically the age of opt1m1sm and the expectat1on of progress. 
It was widely held at the beginnirrg of the twenti~th c~ntury _that ~he 
advance of scientific thought, the spectacular prol1ferat1on of 1nnovat1ve 
technology, the expansion of material production~ and the spread of lib~ral 
political institutions all heralded the com1ng of an age of prosper1ty, 
peace and freedom. Even the outbreak of war in 1914 was celebrated as the 
culmination of those expectations. A short decisive conflict was to assure 
the triumph of the "fittest" and to sweep away the last anomalies which held 
back the advance of the new order. As late as 1917, Americans entered the 
conflict confident that they were fighting "the war to end all wars" and "to 
make the world safe for democracy." 

The terrible reality of that conflict had a shattering impact on the 
moral climate of the western world. In that great loss of human life, the 
"fittest" had not necessarily survived. The high explosive shells, the 
poison gas and the hazards of life in the trenches had made no distinctions 
between the wise and the foolish, the educated and the ignorant, the strong 
and the weak, or the brave and the cowardly. The war had been neither short 
nor decisive. So far from ending all wars, the war merely planted the seeds 
for a second and more terrible conflict that came only after twenty years 
later. So far from making the world safe for democracy, the war led to the 
establishment of totalitarian regimes in Italy, Germany, and Russia, which 
not only rejected for themselves the liberal-democratic tradition of the 
nineteenth century, but also constituted a far greater threat to the 
democracies in western Europe than the old autocracies had ever been. 

In the nineteenth century, "rational faith" in science, progress and 
productivity had widely superseded the traditional faith of the Christian 
heritage. The shattering of that rational faith in the disillusioning 
experi~nces of the First World War, however, did not lead so much to a 
restor1ng of the traditional faith as it led to a grasping after new faiths 
of irrationality: brutal nationalism, arrogant racism, and the promotion of 
class conflict. 

If the nineteeth century was a century of a secure faith in progress 
~nd th~ future of mankind, the twentieth century has become the century of 
~nsecur1~y and uncertainty. Human beings as individuals, as nations, as an 
1nternat1o~al. community, have had to search anew in the twentieth century 
for the ~r1nc1ples of their existence. The purpose of this last unit in the 
course 1s to show you some of the ways in which that search has progressed 
and to suggest why the ground of our own search must begin with the heritage 
we stand upon. 

D. W. H. 



CHART XII. THE TWENTIETH CENTURY, BY DECADES 

Politics 

Edward VII 
Theodore Roosevelt 
Russo-Japanese War 

Rep. of China (1911) 
World War I 
Russian revolution 

League of Nations 
Women's suffrage (U.S.) 
Prohibition (U.S.) 
Mussolini 

Great depression 
Franklin Roosevelt 
Hitler 
Sino-Japanese War 

World War II 
U.S. drops atom bombs 
United Nations 
Independence of India 

Korean War 
Joseph McCarthy 
Independent African 

nations 
Montgomery boycott 

Kennedy assassination ('63) 
Watts riots 
Vietnam war 
King assassination ( '68) 

Watergate 
Withdrawal from Vietnam 
World-wide inflation 

Culture, Religion 

1900 

Sigmund Freud 
Cubi~st style in art 

1910 

C. G. Jung 
Expressionism in art 
Stravinski, Rite of Spring 

1920 

Joyce, Mann, Kafka 
Wittgenstein, Heidegger 
Abstract ptg., surrealism 
11 Talkies 11 

1930 

Whitehead, Dewey 
Protestant nee-orthodoxy 
Barth, Bultmann, Brunner 
Niebuhr, H.R., Niebuhr, R. 
Picasso 

Chrome and glass archtr. 
Bartok, Schoenberg 

1940 

Jaspers 

1950 

Sartre, Camus 
Dogma of Assumption of 

Mary 
Billy Graham 
Abstract expressionism 

1960 

Vatican Council II 
11 POp 11 art, 11 0P 11 art 

1970 

Solzhenitsyn 
R.C./Anglican accord 

on eucharist 
11 Conceptual"art (U.S.) 

Science, Technology 

Airplane 
Radioactivity, X-rays 
Electron 

Radio 
Quantum theory 

Relativity 
Atomic structure 
Discovery of genes 

TV 
Indeterminacy 
Wave mechanics 

Rockets, Helicopters 
Electronic computers 
Uranium fission 
Atomic accelerators 

Satellites 
Fusion bomb 
Transistor, laser 
Tranquilizers 

Spaceships 
Protein structure 
Nucleon structure 
Lunar landing 

Exploration of solar 
system 

Genetic engineering 
Tectonic plates (geol.) 



Unit IX, Lecture 1 

Communism and Fascism 

I. The First World War and the end of the Nineteenth Century 

A. The war as an affirmation of .the Nineteenth Century 
B. The course of the war and disillusionment with the Nineteenth 

Century 
c. The .war;-. as a laboratory for a l t~rnat i ve approaches to 

politiial and social o~ganization 

II. Three basic ~ren~s of the post-war period 

A. the western democracies 
B. The communist regime in Russia 
c. The emergence of fascism in Italy and naztsm in Germany 

III. The anatomy of totalitarian dictatorship 

A. ~talinism 

1. The Stalinist revolution: rapid industrialization and 
. agricultural collectivization 

· 2. The purges 

B. Hitlerism 

1 ... Co-ordination .. 
2. Racist ideology: 
3. Racist iderilogy: 

imperialism and war 
the holocaust 

HE BURROW LfBRARY 
Rhodes College 

2000 N. Parkway 
MMiphls; T«mnoueo 38112 ·1594 



Unit IX, Colloquium 1 

The Individual in the Totalitarian State 

Koestler, Arthur, Darkness~ Noon 
The First Hearing: Sections 1, 2, 6, 9, 12, 14 
The Second 'Hearing: ·sections 1, 3, 7 
The Third Hearing: Sections 1-3, 5, 6 
The Grammat i ca 1 Fi ct i. on: .Sect.i on~ 1-3 

1. On what gro~nds has R~bashov been arrested? Why does he have such a 
hard time coming to terms with his situation? · · 

2. What concept of the Party is expressed in Rubashov•s earlier dealings 
with Richard, Little Loewy, and Arlova? How does his situation 
cause him to reassess that concept? 

3. What deal is offered to Rubashov by tvanov, the first interrogator? 
What would have been the moral effect if Rubashov had accepted Ivanov•s 
deal? 

4. On what grounds does Iva nov condemn hum ani tari an refor.mers ·such as 
Tolstoy and Gandhi? 

5. What principle does Rubashov develop for determining the extent to 
which individual freedom may be permitted? 

a. Why does Gletkin refuse to accept Rubashov•s confession, which 
is based on this principle? 

b. What one consolat~on does Gletkin encourage Rubashov to hope for? 

6. In what terms does Rubashov shape his final confession? Why? 

7. In Darkness at Noon, what central issue of modern life is being 
explored? ---

8. What explanations are offered by Koestler for the confessions 
extracted from former Party leaders in the Stalinist purge trials? 
Are any of these same forces at work in our own society? 



Koestler's Darkness~ Noon 

Synopsis and Notes 

11 The First Hearing .. 

1 
(Assigned) · 

(Rubashov is imprisoned.) 

Note: 
P. 2 .. Ex-commissar of the People .. : In the Soviet government, 

the equivalent of the western-style .. council of ministers .. was 
called the council of people's commissars (sovnarkom). Rubashov had 
been a member of this ruling body. 

2 
(Assigned) 

(A flashback to Rubashov's arrest an hour earlier) 

Notes: 
P. 3 11 Praetori an guards of the German dictatorship... refers to 

the Nazi SS (Schutzstaffein). 
P. 4 11 No. 1 11 is Stalin. 

3 
(Not assigned) 

Koestler reveals that the prisoner's full name is Nicolas Sal
manovitch Rubashov. While the author · makes no particular point 
about Rubashov's Jewish origin, historians, such as Robert Conquest, 
think that it is significant that a disproportionate number of Sta
lin's victims in the purge were of Jewish background. 

· In this section, reference is made to Vassilij, the old porter 
in Rub~shov's apartm~nt building. This characte~ returns briefly to 
the ·story i·n ·part one of 11 The Grammatical · Fiction ... Vassilij had 

-served · in · Ruba~hov's regiment during the time of the Civil War 
(1918-1921) ~ during which time the young Bolshevik regime was des
perately defending itself .against the attacks ' of a variety of 
counter-revolutio'nary ( 11 White") military units. · 

4 
(Not assigned) 

The NKVD · agents transport Rubashov to th~ prison in an 
Ameri can-•bui 1 t aotornobi 1 e. 

5 
. (Not assigned) 

RubasHov is taken to cell no. 404, ~hich already has his name 
on it. 



6 
(Assigned) 

(Early morning of Rubashov's first day in cell 404) 

Notes: 
P • 1 0 : 11 F i r s t C h a i rm an of the I n t e rna t i on a l 11 i s a reference t 0 

Gregory Zinoviev, a member of the 11 Left Opposition .. to Stalin in the 
1920's and one of the prominent defendants in the first show trial 
in 1936. 

P. 10: .. Second Prime Minister of the Revolutionary State 11 was 
Alexis Rykov, who succeeded Lenin as chairman of sovnarkom in 1924 
and was later ousted by Stalin. He was one of the chief defendants 
of the third show trial in 1938. 

7 . 
(Not assigned) 

When Rubashov protests that he has not been brought breakfast, 
he is told that he was by-passed because he had reported himself to 
be sick. 

8 
(Not assigned) 

Left alone in his cell, Rubashov enters into communication with 
the prisoner in cell 402 through a code system of tapping on the 
wall. He finds out that the prisoner in 402 is an adherent qf the 
imperial regime and that he is delighted that the revolutionary Ru
bashov has been arrested. 

9 
(Assigned) 

(Flashback account of Rubashov's encounter with .Richard in . Ger
many just af~er the Nazi takeover there) 

Note: 
With the establishment of Mussolini•s fascisi regime in Italy 

and 'the rise of Hitler•s Nazis in Germany, the Comintern developed 
an official (Stalinist) interpretation of these phenome~a to guide . 
lo'cal Communist parties in .their activities. Fascism was wiewed as 
a desperate, last gasp effort by bourgeois mono~oly capitalism to 
stave off an impendtng proletarian revolution by adopting .measures 
of internal repression and imperialistic expansion .• . According to 
this interpretation, the proper way to deal with this problem is not 
by trying to prop up the moribund republic but by intensifying the 
revolutionary activity of the proletariat against the entire capi
talist system. Consequently, the primary enemy .is seen to be Social 
Democracy, the rival Marxist party, which ~eeks to oppose the Nazis 
by collaborating with the bourgeois parties in defense of the re
public. According to the official line of the party, these .. Social 
Fascists .. are more dangerous than the Nazis because their policy has 
the effect of enticing .the proletariat away from its revolutionary 
task. 



At the time of Rubashov's interview with Richard, the course of 
recent events in Germany had rendered the Comintern's policy obso
lete The establishment of the Nazi regime in 1933 had been fol
lowed by a brutal suppression.of the Comm~nist party. The in~orpo
ration of Nazi storm troopers 1nto the pol1ce forces had contr1buted 
to the high level of violence asso~iated with this policy of sup
pression. It is no wonder that R1chard and other beleaguered 
leaders of the German party could no longer accept the official 
line. 

10 
(Not assigned) 

In his cell, Rubashov is concerned that 
to day dream (lose touch with reality). He 
the tapping code, that the prisoner in cell 
been tortured for 11 political divergencies ... 

11 
(Not assigned) 

he is already beginning 
also discovers, through 

400 ( 11 Hare-l i p11
) has 

No. 402 passes on to Rubashov a greeting fro rn Hare-1 ip, who re
fuses to divulge his identity. 

12 
(Assigned) 

(Flash-back episode of Rubashov's encounter with Little Loewy) 

Notes: 
After the consolidation of the Nazi regime in Germany, the Com

intern altered its policy along the lines which Richard had earlier 
suggested. The party now promoted the .. Popular Front.. approach in 
which the communists were to co-operate with socialists and even 
bourgeois democrats in western Europe in defending themselves aga
inst the threat of fascism. The USSR joined the League of Nations 
and supported the imposing of sanctions · against the aggressor 

· state~. Soviet propaganda vigorously supported the restricting of 
trade with Italy, particularly in war-related materials, after that 
country attacked Ethiopia in the latter part of 1935. Consequently, 
the contrary, and secret, decision to supply Italy with petroleum 
came as a great shock to the dock workers and other adherents of the 
party in western Europe. 

P. 58: .. C. C ... refers to the Central Committee, the highest 
authority in the party organization. 

P. 60: .. Agent prococateur .. is a secret police agent who infil
~rat~s radical organizations, not so much for the purpose of gather
lng. 1nform~tion as to entice the organization into taking illegal 
a(tlo~s w~1ch will then be used as justification for suppressing the 
organ1zat1on. · 



13 
(Not assigned) 

Taken to a prison doctor, Rubashov decides against oral surgery 
to deal with his toothache when he discovers that there are no an
esthetics. 

14 
(Assigned) 

(Rubashov's first interview with Ivanov) 

"The Second Hearing" 

1 
(Assigned) 

(Rubashov's speculations about history, politics, and morality) 

2 
(Not assigned) 

In a conversation with his subordinate, Gletkin, Ivanov argues 
that Rubashov will eventually "confess" because he will recognize 
that cold, hard logic requires it. Gletkin disagrees~ believing 
that more forceful methods will have to be followed. 

3 
(Assigned) 

(Rubashov remembers the aff~ir with Arlova) 

4 
(Not assigned) 

A new prisoner is installed in cell 406. Thro~gh the tapping 
system, Rubashov learns. that he is a revolutionary from an eastern 

. European country who had been imprisoned in his homeland for twenty 
years. After his recent release, no. 406 discovered that the world 
was very different from what it had bee~ . twenty years be~ore. 
(No. 402 calls him "Rip van Winkle.) He had come to the Soviet Union 
hoping to find the workers' paradise of his youthful dreams. When 

.he reacted strongly to what he found instead, he was once again im
prisoned. Although the , new prisoner knows the tapping code, the 
only message he sends which . is intelligible is the phrase: ARIE 
(sic.) YE WRETCHED OF THE WORLD. Rubashov thinks that he must . be 
deranged. · 

After a visit to the prison barber shop, Rubashov discovers a 
note in his pocket: "Die in silence." 

5 
(Not assigned) 

Allowed to go out to exercise for the first time, Rubashov is 
paired with no. 406 (Rip van Winkle) and is surprised to find that 
he is clear-eyed and not at all deranged. 



On the third day of their exercises together, no. 406 draws for 
Rubashov a map of the Soviet Union, complete with a flag of the re
volution in the center of it. He then demonstrates that he can re
produce it with his eyes closed, a reflection of twenty years of 
practice while he had been in prison. He tells Rubashov that when 
he was released from prison in his native country, he had intended 
to go to the Soviet Union. He thinks, however, that they put him on 
the wrong train, and he is now afraid to say anything. 

6 
(Not assigned) 

On the night before the expiration of the two-week time limit 
Ivanov had given Rubashov to consider his response to the charges, 
one of the other prisoners is taken off for execution. He is Bo
grov, one of the heroes of .the revolution and Rubashov's 
comrade-in-exile after the failure of the revolution of 1905. As he 
is dragged past Rubashov•s cell, Rubashov hears him calling out his 
name. He imagines that Arlova probably did the same · when she was 
executed. 

7 
(Assigned) 

(Ivanov interviews Rubashov in his cell.) 

"The Third Hearing" 

1 
(assigned) 

(In his diary, Rubashov develops his law of relative political 
maturity.) 

2 
(Assigned) 

(Rubashov decides to confess his 11 errors. 11
) 

3 
(Assigned) 

(Rubashov is brought before Gletkin.) 

4 
(Not assigned) 

Ru~ashov is brought back before Gletkin day after day and night 
after n~ght for further interrogations and to wrest from hirn further 
c~nfess1ons to additional charges. He is worn down from a combina
tlon of phy~i~al fatigue and mental dullness. Gletkin points out 
that the cond1t1on of the masses requires that he be presented in 
the blackest possible terms. Gletkin also reveals that Ivanov has 
been executed by administrative order. 



. ~ 

5 
(Assigned) 

(A fragmant from Rubashov's diary) 

6 
(Assigned) 

(Rubashov is . fo~ced to deal with .the . question of motive.) , 

"The Grammatical Fiction" 

1 
. . (Assigned) 
(Newspaper account of the trial of Rubashov and Kieffer) 

2 
(Assigned) 

. (Between his trial and execution, Rubashov ponders ! the meaning 
of what has happened.) 

3 
(Assigned) 

(Rubashov is taken off for execution.) 

D. W. H. 

',. 



Unit IX, Lecture 2 

Existentialism 

D f . · istentialism · characteristic themes rather than doctrines I. e 1n1ng ex . 

II. Two directions of existential thought: atheistic, theistic 

III. Four basic existential themes exemplified by Kierkegaard and Sartre 

A. The limits of reason 

1. K i erkegaa rd 

a. No purely rational assurance of an objective moral truth 
.or of the · existence of God 

b. Objectivity as a barrier to appropriating ethical and 
religious truth . 

c. In the religious sphere truth offered in the form of 
absolute paradox, necessitating reason setting itself aside 

2. Sartre 

a. Rational criteria for fixing belief have no authority 
unless we choose to adhere to them 

b. Contingency of existence--denial ·of the principle -of 
sufficient reason 

c. No~ priori value 

B. The revelatory role of .. crisis experience .. 

1. Kierkega~rd: ennui, guilt~ fear -and trembling, - dre~d, despair 
2. Sartre: nausea, anguish, abandonment 

C. Freedom as constitutive of selfhood 

1. K i erkegaard 

a. The self defined as the capacity to transcend and freely 
to relate to one's nature 

b. Self identity determined .by the mode of ·ex is 6~nce 
(esthetic, ethical or religious) which one must freely 
.choose . 

c. Free acknowledgment of God and :objective values as ~ a 
necessary condition of that freedom which is 
constitutive of authentic -,selfhood · 

2. Sartre 

a. 
b. 
c • 

d. 

.. Existence precedes essence .. 
Freedom the source of all values 
Freedom as the source of all · values is itself the 

. supreme value . ..-· 
Repudiation of God and~ priori value as the 
necessary condition of authentic existence 

D. Thinking and existing 



Unit IX, Colloquium 2 

Freedom, Responsibility and Authentic Existence 

Sartre, J. P., Existentialism, handout. 
Kierkegaard, S., Sickness Unto Death, Syllabus. 

1. According to Sartre, is atheism a blessing or a bane? 

2. Sartre says that each individual 11 must choose himself ... What does this 
mean and how is this necessity related to his atheism and his claim 
that existence precedes essence? 

3. Sartre argues that this responsibility of choosing oneself is made 
even more heavy by the fact that in choosing himself one inescapably 
.. chooses for all men ... Explain what Sartre means by this and how he 
argues for this · position. · 

4. In light of Sartre's positions mentioned above explain what Sartre 
means by saying that the human condition is one of abandonment, 
anguish and despair. How can Sartre defend himself against the 
charges that he advocates quietism and pessimism? 

5. Think carefully about the example (which Sartre gives to illustrate the 
state of abandonment) of the pupil of Sartre's who came to him seeking 
ethical advice. What point does Sartre seek to illustrate? Does the 
example successfully illustrate that point? 

6. Towards the end of the essay Sartre attempts to defend his 
existentialism against the following three objections: 

(1) Since according to Sartre's atheistic existentialism there is no 
God, no human nature and no! priori values, it doesn't 
matter what you choose. 

(2) Sartre "cannot judge others, for there is no reason for 
preferring one purpose to another ... 

( 3 ) .. Your v a 1 u e s are not s e r i o us , . s i n c e you choose them you r s e 1 v e s • 11 

Explain how Sartre attempts to answer these objections. How well does 
he do in answering them? 

7. How might the short passage from Kierkegaard's Sickness Unto Death 
be seen as raising similar objections to a position like-that of Sartre? 
(Note: by 11 the infinite self .. Kierkegaard means something like the 
self which is free in the radical sense in which Sartre says we are 
free.) 

8. Why do-es Sartre give the essay the title, 11 Ex·istentialism is a 
Humanism .. ? Do you agree or disagree that his view is humanistic? 



THE SICKNESS UNTO D~ATH . 

Soren Kierkegaard 

In order to will in despair t6 be 6neself there must 
be consciousness df · the infinite · self. Thii ~nfi~ite self, 
however is -really only the abstra~test ·· form, . the 
abst .rac~est po-ssibility of the self, and ~t is.· this self the 
man despairingly wills to be, detaching ~he self from every 
relation to the Power which posited it, or detachin$ . it from 
the concept ion that there is such a Power iQ_ existence. . "'By 
the aid of this infinite form the self despaitingly wills to 
rlispose of itself or td ·create its~lf, ~o . make , itself the 
self it · wills .to b~, distin~uishing in the. ~oncrete self 
what it will and what i't will not accept. The man's 
concrete self, or his concretion·, has in fact necessity and 
limitations, it is this perfectly definite thing, with these 
faculties, dispositions, etc. But by the aid of the 
infinit'e form, the negative selr, he , wflfs ·. first to 
undertake to refashion the whole thing, in order. to. get out 
of it 1in this way~ s~lf such as 'he ~i~ts tb h~~~~ , produced 
by the aid of the infinite form 'of the negative sel~-~and it . 
is . thus he wills to be himself~ Th.at · is to.· say, .be is .not 
wilLing to begin witn the beginning but '"{ri ' the 'beginning." 
He is not willing to attire himself in himself, nor to see 
his task in the self given him; by tbe aid of being the 
infinite form he wills tci const~uct it him~~lf. 

* * * * 
~ .... . 

,· 

lf the des,pairing self -is active, it r~ally is related 
to· . it$e1 f only as experimenting with whatso'ever 

1

it be that 
it undertakes, however great _it. may be, however astonishing, 
however persistently carried out. It acknowledges no power 
over it, hence in the last resort it lacks seriousness and 
is able only to conjure up a show of seriousness when the 
self bestows upon its experiments its utmost attention. 
Like the fire which Prometheus stole from the gods, so does 
this mean to steal from God the thought which is 
seriousness, that God is regarding one, instead of which the 
despairing self is content with regarding itself, and by 
that it is supposed to bestow upon its undertakings infinite 
interest and importance, whereas it is precise~y . this which 
makes -them m~re exper~n~rit~: F~r t~ough this ' self were to 
go· so·far . tn despair th~t it becomes an experime~ial god, no 
derived self can by regarding itself give itself more than 
it is: it nevertheless remains from first to last the self; 
by self-duplication it becomes neither more nor less than 
the self~ Hence the self in its despairing effort to will 
to he 1tself labors itself into the direct opposite, it 
becomes really no self. In the whole dialectic within which 
it acts there is nothing firm, what the self is does not for 



an instant stand firm, that is, eternally firm~ The 
negative form of the self exercises quite as much the power 
of loosing as of binding, every instant it can ~uite 

arbitrarily begin all over again, and however far a thought 
may be pursued, the whole action is within a hypothesis. It 
is so far from being true that the self succeeds more and 
more in becoming itsel{, that in fact it merely becomes . more 
and more manifest that it is a hypothetical self. The self 
is its own lord and master, so it is said, absolutely its 
own lord, and precisely this is despair, but it also is what 
it regards as its pleasure and enjoyment, However, by 
closer inspection one easily ascertains that this ruler is .a 
king without a country, he rules really over 1wthtng; his 
condition, his do~inion, is subjected to the dialectic that 
every instant revolution is legitimate. For in the l~st 

resort this depends arbitrarily upon the self. 

So the despairing self is constantly building nothing 
but castles in the air: it fights only in the air. Ali' 
these experimented virtues make a brilliant showing; for an 
instant they are enchanting like an oriental poem: such 
self-control, such firmness, such ataraxia, etc,, border 
almost on th~ fabulous. Yes, they do to be sure; and also 
at the bottom of it all there is nothing. The self wants to 
enjoy the entire satisfaction of making itself into itself, 
of developing itself, of being itself; it wants to have the 
honor of this poetical, this masterly plan accotding to 
which it has understood itself. And yet .in the last resort 
it is a riddle how it understands itself; just at the 
instant when it seems to be nearest to having the fabric 
finished it cpn arbitrarily resolve the whole thing lnto 
nothing. 

Soren Kierkegaard, 
Lowrie. Copyright 
Press. Excerpts. 

* * * * 

Fear and Tremblins, trans. Walter 
1941', (c) 1969 by Princeton Uni"ersity 



Unit IX, Colloquium 3 

Responsibilities and Possibilities 

Niebuhr, Reinhold, 11 The American Future," Readings XI-3-lff. 
Beauvoir Simone de, from The Second Sex, Syllabus. 
-Faulkner: William, 11 Addressupon Receiving the Nobel Prize for 

Literature," Syllabus. 

1. Do you believe that American idealism can become a vice? 

2. An officer of the United States Army in Vietnam is reported to have 
said: 11 We had to destroy the village in order to save it." Does 
that statement demonstrate the accuracy of the warnings in 
Niebuhr•s "The American Future .. ? 

3. America, says Niebuhr, has great virtue and great power, yet he 
sees this fact as a handicap to be overcome. Do you agree that the 
possessor of great power and great virtue is handicapped? How can 
America cope with its handicap? 

4. What dangers are faced by the United States as a consequence of 
having little experience with 11 the tragic vicissitudes of history? .. 

5. State and evaluate Simone de Beauvoir•s comparison of the relation 
of the two sexes and the two electrical poles. 

6. What does Simone de Beauvoir mean by the 11 Category of the Other .. ? 
Give, if possible, examples from your own experience of being 
perceived as the 11 0ther. 11 

7. According to Simone de Beauvoir, how do women differ significantly 
from other identifiable groups such as the proletariat? 

8. What hope does Simone de Beauvoir see for the future relationship 
of men and women? What, if anything, has changed since 1949? 
What hope, if any, do you see for the future? 

9. What does Faulkner mean by 11 Spirit 11 and 11 the problems of the human 
heart .. ? To what extent do you agree that contemporary human beings 
must relearn old truths? 

10. Can man be the master of his historical destiny? 



Simone de ~eauvoir 

THE SECOND SEX . 

A man would never get the notion of writing ~ book on 
-· the p'eculi"ar situation of the human male'. But if I ~ish to 
define myself, I must first of all s ,ay: ' "i am a 'Woman on 
this truth must be based all further 'discussion. A man 
never begins by presenting himself as an individual of a 
certain sex; it goes without saying that he, is .. a man. The 
terms ·masculine and fem.inine are u'sed symmetrically only as 
a matter ot form, as on legal ~apers. In actuality the 
relation of the two sexes is not quite lik~ th~t of two 
e'lectrical pole's, for man represents:.~both the · posit i~e and 
the fH~·utral , · as 'is ind:icated by the COilllnOrl use of man to 
designate h'uman beings in general; whereas wd_irla~ · r~presents 
only the· negative, defined by limiting · criteria, without 
reciprocity. In the midst of an abstract discuss~ort it ' is 
vexing to hear a man say: "You think thus , and so · because 
you ate a woman"; but I know that my only .defense· is ·· to 
reply: "I think thus and so because it ·is true," thereby 
removing my subjective self from the argument~ It would be 
out of the question to reply: "And you think the contrary 
because you are a man," fpr it is understood 'that the fact 
pf being ~ man is no p~culiarity. A man is in the r~ght . in 
being· a man; it is the ~oman who is in the 
wrong. "The female is 9 female by virtue of a ··certain 
lack of qualities," said Aristotle; "we should regard ~he 
female hat'ure as afffict-ed with a n'atural . 'defectiveness ... 
And St. Thomas for his part prono~nce'd .woman to be an 
"imperfect . man," an "incidental" being. 'This is s -ymbolized 
in Ge·nesis where Eve is depic-te-d as made from what B<>ssuet 
called "a su.Pernumerary bone" of Adam. 

·Thus humanity ·is male and man defines woman not in 
herself _ but as relative ~o him: she is not regard~d a~ ~n 
autonombus being ••• ~ She is defined and differenti~t~d 
with referenc~ to man and not he with refi~ence to her; she 
is the . incidental, the inessential as oppose4 to the 
essent.ia l. He is the Subject, . he is .th~ Absolute-- she is 
the Other~ 

TAe category of the Other is as primordial · as 
consciousness itself. _ In . the most 'pr:imit~\re societies, ~ in 
the most aricient th 1 . ' . , my o og1es, one finds the expression of a 



duality--that of the Self and the Other. This duality was 
not originally attached to the division of the sexes; it 
was not dependent upon any empirical facts. It is revealed 
in such works as that of Granet on Chinese thought and those 
of Dum~zil on the East Indies and Rome. The feminine 
element was at first no more involved in such pairs as 
Van.tna-Mitra, Uranus-Zeus, Sun-Moon, and Day-Night than it 
was in the · contrast~ between Good and Evil, lucky and 
unlucky auspices, right and left, God ·and Lucifer. 
Otherness is .a fundamental category of human thought. 

Thus it is that no .gro~p ever: sets itself up as .the Orie 
withou~ at once setting up the Other over against itself. 
If three t~aveleri chance to occupy the same compartment, 

' that is enough to make vag~ely hostile "others" out of all 
the rest of the pa~sengers on the train.. In small-town eyes 
all persons not belonging to the village ~re "strangers" and 
suspect; co the native of a country all who inhabit other 
coun,tr1es are "foreign_ers"; Jews are "<iifferent" for the 
a'ntl-Semite, -Negroes are "infer,ior" for American raci.sts, 
aborigines are "natives· .. for colonists, proletarians are the 
"lower class" for the privileged. 

/ . . 
Levi-Strauss, at the end of a profound work on the 

various forms of primitive societies, , reaches the following 
conclusion: "Passage from the state of Nature . to the state 
of Culture is marked by man's ability to view biological 
relations as a series of contrasts; duality, alternation, 
opposition, and symmet~y, wh~ther under def.inLte or vague 
forms, con~ t i. tute not so· much phenomena to be exp la in.ed ."ls 
fundamental and immediately given data of social reality." 
These phenomena would be incompreh~nsible if in fact human 
society · were simply a Mitsein or fellowship based on 
solidarity ~nd friendliness. Things becom~ clear, on the 
contrary, if, following Hegel, we find ln consciousness 
itself a fundamertal- hosti.,lity toward ev~ry other 
consciousness; t~e subject ~an be posed only in being 
opposed--he sets himself up as .the essential, as opposed to 
the other, the inessential, the object. 

But th~ other consciousness, the other ego, sets up a 
reciprocal claim. The native traveling abroad is shocked to 
find himself in turn regarded as a "stranger" by the natives 
of ne.ighboring countries.. As a matter of fact, wars, 
festivais, trading, treati~s, and contests . among _ ~ribes, 
nations, . and classes tend to deprive the concept Other of 
its absolute sense and to make manifest its relativity; 
willy-nilly, individuals and groups are forced to realize 
the reciprocity of their relations. How is it, then, that 
this reciprocity has not heen recognized between the sexes, 
that one of the contrasting terms is set up as the sole 
essential, denying any relativity in regard to its 
correlative and defining the latter as pure otherness? Why 



is it that women do not dispute male sovereignty? No 
subject will readily volunteer to become the object, the 
inessential; it is not the Other who, · in defining himself 
as the Other, establishes the One. The Other is posed as 
much by the One in defining himself as the .-One. 'But if the 
Other is not to regain the status of being · the One, -he must 

_be submissive enough to accept this alien point of view. 
Whence comes this submission in the case of woman? 

There are, to · be sure, other )cases - in which a ·certain 
category has been able to dominate another ·completely for a 
time. Very often this privilege depends upon inequality of 
numbers--the majority imposes its rule • upon ~the minority or 
persecutes it. But women are · not a minority, like the 
American Negroes or the Jews; .there are as many women as 
men on earth. Again, the two groups eoncern.ed ha:ve . often 
bee·n originally independent; they may ha:ve~ been formerly 
,unaware of each other's existence~ or perhaps they 
recognized each other's autonomy. But a ' historical event 
has resulted in the subjugation of the weaker by the 
~tronger. The scattering of the Jews, the inttoduction of 
~lavery into America, the conquests of. imperialism are 
examples in point. ·In these cases the oppressed retained at 
least the ·memory of forme.r days; they possessed in common a 
past, a tradition, sometimes a religion or a culture. 

The parallel drawn by Bebel between women· and the 
proletariat is valid in that neither ever formed a minority 
or a separate collective unit of. mankirtd; And instead of a 
single historical event it is in both cases a historical 
development that explains their status as a class and 
accounts for the membershi~ of particular individuals in 
that .class. But proletarians have not always existed, 
whereas · there have always been womeri. They are wdmen· in 
virtue of their anatomy and physiology. Throughout history 
they have always been subordinated to men, and hence their 
dependency is not the result of a historical event or a 
social change--it was not something that occurred. The 
re·ason why otherness in this case seems ·to be ·an absolute is 
in part that it lacks the contingent or incidental nature of 
historical facts. A condition brought about ; at a certai.n 
time can be abolished at some other time, as the Negroes of 
~aiti and others have proved; but it might seem that a 
natural condition is beyond the possibility of change~ In 
t ·ruth, however, the .nature of things is no more immutably 
given, once for all, than is historical reality. If woman 
seems ·to be the inessential which never becomes the 
essential, it is because she herself fails to bring about 
this ~hange • Proletarians say .. "we"; '· Negroes · also. 
Regard l~g themselves as · subjects, they ··trans form the 
bourgeo1s, the whites, into "others " But women do · not say 
"We," except at some congress of fe~inists or similar fo~al 
demonstration; men say "women," and women· use the same word 



in referring to themselves. They do not authentically 
assume a subjective attitude. The proletarians have 
accomplished the revolution in Russia, the Negroes in Haiti, 
the Indo-Chinese are battling for it in Indo-China; but the 
women's effort has never been anything more than a symbolic 
agitation. They have gained only what men have been willing 
to grant; they have taken nothing, they have only received. 

The reason for this is that women lack concrete means 
for organ1z1ng themselves into a unit which can stand face 
to face with the correlative unit. They have no past, no 
history, no religion of their own; and they have no such 
solidarity of work and interest as that of the proletariat. 
They are not even promiscuously herded together in the way 
that creates community feeling among the American Negroes, 
the ghetto Jews, the workers of Saint-Denis, or the factory 
hands of Renault. They live dispersed among the males, 
attached through residence, housework, economic condition, 
and social standing to certain men--fathers or 
husbands--more firmly than they are to other women. If they 
belong to the bourgeoisie, they feel solidarity with men of 
that class, not with proletarian women; if they are white, 
their allegiance is to white men, not to Negro women. The 
proletariat can propose to massacre the ruling class, and a 
sufficiently fanatical Jew or Negro might dream of getting 
sole possession of the atomic bomb and making humanity 
wholly Jewish or black; but woman cannot even dream of 
exterminating the males. The bond that unites her to her 
oppressors is not comparable to any other. The division of 
the sexes is a biological fact, not an event in human 
history. Male and female stand opposed within a primordial 
Mitsein, and woman has not broken it. The couple is a 
fundamental unity with its two halves riveted together, and 
the cleavage ·of society along the line of sex is impossible. 
Here is to be found the basic trait of woman: she is the 
Other in a totality of which the two components are 
necessary to one another. 

On~ could suppose .that this reciprocity might have 
facilitated the . liberation of woman. When Hercules sat at 
the feet of Omphale and helped with her spinning, his desire 
for her held him captive; but why did she fail to gain a 
lasting power? To revenge herself on Jason, Medea killed 
their children; and this grim legend would seem to suggest 
that she might have obtained a formidable influence over him 
through his love for his offspring. In Lysistrata 
Aristophanes gaily depicts a band of women who joined forces 
to gain social ends through the sexual needs of their men; 
but this is only a play. In the legend of the Sabine women, 
the latter soon abandoned their plan of r ·emaining sterile to 
punish their ravishers. In truth woman has not been 
socially emancipated through man's need--sexual desire and 
the desire for offspring--which makes the male dependent for 



satisfaction upon the female. 

Master and slave, also, are united by a reciprocal 
need, in this case economic, which does not liberate the 
slave. In the relation of master to slave the master does 
not make a point of the need that he has for the other; he 
has in his grasp the power of satisfying this need through 
his own action; whereas the slave, in his dependent 
condition, his hope and fear, is quite conscious of the need 
he has for his master. Even if the need is at bottom 
equally urgent for both, it always works in favor of the 
oppressor and against the oppressed. That is why the 
liberation of the working class, for example, has been slow. 

Now, woman has always been man's dependent, if not his 
slave; the two sexes have never shared the world in 
equality. And even today woman is heavily handicapped, 
though her situation is beginning to change. Almost nowhere 
is her legal status the same as man's, and frequently it is 
much to her disadvantage. Even when her rights are legally 
recognized in the abstract, long-standing custom prevents 
their full expression in the mores. In the economic sphere 
men and women can almost be said to make up two castes; 
other things being equal, the former hold the better jobs, 
get higher wages, and have more opportunity for success than 
their new competitors. In industry and politics men have a 
great many more positions and they monopolize the most 
important posts. In addition to all this, they enjoy a 
traditional prestige that the education of children tends in 
every way to support, for the present enshrines the 
past--and in the past all history has been made by men. At 
the present time, when women are beginning to take part in 
the affairs of the world, it is still a world that belongs 
to men--they have no doubt of it at all and women have 
scarely any. To decline to be the Other, to refuse to be a 
party to the deal--this would be for women to renounce all 
the advantages conferred upon them by their alliance with 
the superior caste. Man-the-sovereign will provide 
woman-the-liege with material protection and will undertake 
the moral justification of her existence; thus she can 
evade at once both economic risk and the metaphysical risk 
of a liberty in which ends and aims must be contrived 
without assistance. Indeed, along with the ethical urge of 
each individual to affirm his subjective existence, there is 
also the temptation to forgo liberty and become a thing. 
This is an inauspicious road, for he who takes it--passive, 
lost, ruined--becomes henceforth the creature of another's 
will, frustrated in his transcendence and deprived of every 
value. But it is an easy road; on it one avoids the strain 
involved in undertaking an authentic existence. When man 
makes of woman the Other, he may, then, expect her to 
manifest deep-seated tendencies toward complicity. Thus, 
woman may fail to lay claim to the status of subject because 



she lacks definite resour ces, because she feels the 
necessary bond that ties her to man regardless of 
reciprocity, and because she is often very well pleased with 
her role as the Other •• 

Legislators, priests, · philosophers, writers, and 
scientists ' have striven to show that the subordinate 
position of' woman is willed in heaven and advantageous on 
earth. The religions invented by men reflect this wish for 
domination. In the legends of Eve and Pandora men have 
taken up arms against women. They .have made use of 
philosophy and theology, as the quotations from Aristotle 
and St. Thomas have shown. Since ancient times satirists 
and moralists have delighted in showing up the weaknesses of 
women. We . are familiar with the savage indictments hurled 
against women throughout French literature. Montherlant, 
for example, follows the tradition of Jean de Meung, though 
with less gusto. This hostility may at times be well 
founded, often it is gratuitous; but in truth it more or 
less successfully conceals a desire for self-justification. 
As Montaigne says, "It is easier to accuse one sex than to 
excuse the other." Sometimes what is going on is clear 
enough. For instance, the Roman law limiting the rights of 
woman cited "the imbecility, the· instability of the sex" 
just when .the weakening of family ties seemed .:o threaten 
the interests of male heirs. And in the effort to keep the 
married woman under guardianship, appeal was made in the 
sixteenth century to the authority of St. Augustine, who 
declared that "woman is a creature neither decisive nor 
constant," at a time when the · single woman was thought 
capable of managing her property. Montaigne understood 
clearly how arbitrary and unjust was woman's appointed lot: 
"Women are not in the wrong when they decline to accept the 
rules laid .down for them, since the men make these rules 
without consulting them. No wonder intrigue and strife 
abound." But he did not go so far as to champion their 
cause. 

It was only later, in the eighteenth century, that 
genuinely democratic men began to view the matter 
objectively.' Diderot, a~ong others, strove to show that 
woman is, like man, a human being. Later John Stuart Mill 
came fervently to her defense. But these philosophers 
displayed unusual impartiality. In the nineteenth century 
the feminist quarrel became again a quarrel of partisans. 
One of the consequences of the industrial revolution was the 
entrance of women into productive labor, and it was just 
here that the claims of the feminists emerged from the realm 
o~ theory · and acquired an economic basis, while their 
opponents became the more aggressive. Although landed 
property lost , power to some extent, the bourgeoisie clung to 
the old morality that found the guarantee of private 
property in the solidity of the family. Woman was ordered 



back into the home the more harshly as her emancipation 
became a real menace. Even wi;hin the working class the men 
endeavored to restrain woman s liberation, because they 
began to see the women as dangerous competitors--the more so 
because they were accustom~d to work for lower wages. 

In proving woman's inferiority, the antifeminists then 
began to draw not only upon religion, philosophy, and 
theology, as before, but also upon science--biology, 
experimental psychology, etc ... At most they were willing to 
grant "equality in difference to . the other sex. That 
profitable formula is most significant; it is precisely 
like the "equal but separate" formula of the Jim Crow laws 
aimed at the North American Negroes. As is well known, this 
so-called equalitarian segregation has resulted only in · the 
most extreme discrimination. The similarity just noted is 
in no way due to chance, for whether it is a race, a caste, 
a class, or a sex that is reduced to a p~sition of 
inferiority, the methods of justification are the same. 
"The eternal feminin~" corresponds to "the black soul" and 
to "the Jewish character." True, the Jewish problem · is on 
the whole very different from the other two--to the 
anti-Semite the Jew is not so much an inferior as he is an 
enemy for whom there -is to be granted no place on earth, for 
whom annihilation is the fate desired~ But there are deep 
similarities between the situation of woman and that of the 
Negro. Both are being emancipated today from a like 
paternalism, and the former master class wishes to "keep 
them in their place"--that is, the place chosen for them. 
In both cases the former masters lavish more or less sincere 
eulogies, either on the virtues of "the good Negro" with his 
dormant, childish, merry soul--the submissive Negro--or on 
the merits of the woman who is "truly feminine"--that is, 
frivolous, infantile, ir;responsible--the submissive woman. 
In both cases the dominant class bases its argument on a 
state of affairs that it has itself created. As George 
Bernard Shaw puts it, in substance, "The American white 
relegates the black to the rank of shoeshine boy; and he 
concludes from thi~ that the black is good for nothing but 
shining shoes." This vicious circle is met with in all 
analogous circumstances; when an individual (or a group of 
individuals) is kept in a si'tuation of inferiority the fact 
is that he is inferior. But the significance of the verb to 
be must be rightly understood here· it is in bad faith to 
give it a static value when it r~ally has the dynamic 
Hegelian sense of "to have become." Yes, women on the whole 
~ today inferior to men; that is their situation affords 
them fewer possibilities. The ~uestion is: should that 
state of affairs continue? 

• • • • humanity is something more than a mere species: 
it is a historical development; it is to be defined by the 
manner in which it deals with its natural, fixed 



characteristics., its factici t~. 

Let us not forget that our lack of imagination always 
depopulates the future; j for us it ·is onl_y an 'abstraction; 
each on~ o~ us ~e~retly deplores the absence there of the 
one who was himself. But the humanity of tomorrow will be 
living in its flesh and in it's conscious liberty; that time 
will ·be its present and it w~ll iri turn prefer it. New 
relations of flesh and . sentiment of which we have no 
conception will arise between the 'sexes; already, indeed, 
there have appeared between men and women friendships, 
rivalries, complicftles, comradeships--chaste or 
sensual--which past centuries could not have 
conceived. • • • To emancipate woman is to re'fuse to 
confine her to the . relations she bears to man, not · to deny 
them to her; let her have her ir:tdependent existence and ~he 
will continue none the less to exist for him also: ·mutually 
recognizing each other as subject, each ~ill yet remain for 
the other an other. The reciprocity of their relations will 
not do away with the miracles--desire, possession, love, 
dream, adventure--worked by the d~vision of human beings · 
into two separate categories; and the words that move 
us--giving, conquering, uniting--will not lose their 
meaning. On the contrary, when we abolish the slavery of 
half of humanity, together with the whole system of 
hypocrisy that it implies, then the "division" of humanity 
will reveal its genuine significance and the human couple 
will find its true form. 

De Beauvoir, Simone, The Second Sex, translate~ and edited 
by H.M. Parshley. (c) 1952 by Alfred A.Knopf, Inc. 
Excerpts by permission of the publisher. 



William Faulkner 

Address upon Receiving 
the Nobel Prize for Literature 

Stockholm, 10 December 1950 

I feel that this award was not made to me as a man, but 
to my work--a life's work in the agony and sweat of the 
human spirit, not for glory and least of all for profit, but 
to create out of the materials of the human spirit something 
which did not exist before. So this award is only mine in 
trust. It will not be difficult to find a dedication for 
the money part of it commensurate with the purpose and 
significance of its origin. But I would like to do the same 
with the acclaim too, by using this moment as a pinnacle 
from which I might be listened to by the young men and women 
already dedicated to the same anguish and travail, among 
whom is already that one who will some day stand here where 
I am standing. 

Our tragedy today is a general and universal physical 
fear so long sustained by now that we can even bear it. 
There are no longer problems of the spirit. There is only 
the question: When will I be blown up? Because of this, 
the young man or woman writing today has forgotten the 
problems of the human heart in conflict with itself which 
alone can make good writing because only that is worth 
writing about, worth the agony and the sweat. 

He must learn them again. He must teach himself that 
the basest of all things is to be afraid; and, teaching 
himself that, forget it forever, leaving no room in his 
workshop for anything but the old verities and truths of the 
heart, the old universal truths lacking which any story is 
ephemeral and doomed--love and honor and pity and pride and 
compassion and sacrifice. Until he does so, he labors under 
a curse. He writes not of love but of lust, of defeats in 
which nobody loses anything of value of victories without 
hope and, worst of all, without ~ity or compassion. His 
griefs grieve on no universal bones, leaving no scars. He 
writes not of the heart but of the glands. 

Until he relearns these things, he will write as though 
he stood among and watched the end of man. I decline to 



accept the end of man. It is easy enough to say that man is 
immortal simply because he will endure: that when the last 
ding-dong of doom has clanged and faded from the last 
worthless rock hanging tideless in the last red and dying 
evening, that even then there will still be one more sound: 
that of his puny inexhaustible voice, still talking. I 
refuse to accept this. I believe that man will not merely 
endure: he will prevail. He is immortal, not because he 
alone among creatures has an inexhaustible voice, but 
because he has a soul, a spirit capable of compassion and 
sacrifice and endurance. The poet's, the writer's, duty is 
to write about these things. It is his privilege to help 
man endure by lifting his heart, by reminding him of the 
courage and honor and hope and pride and compassion and pity 
and sacrifice which have been the glory of his past. The 
poet's voice need not merely be the record of man, it can be 
one of the props, the pillars to help him endure and 
prevail. 



Unit IX, Lecture 3 

(The concluding lecture in the 

course is delivered by a different 

member of the Man staff each year.) 
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