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Southwestern's Background and Purposes 

Nearly 100 years ago the Masonic Fraternity 
of Montgomery County, Tenn., in connection 
with the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, decided 
to establish a college at Clarksville, Tenn. The 
imposing Castle Building, which is still being 
used, was erected in Clarksville, and Mont
gomery Masonic College was opened 95 years 
ago, in 1848. The war with Mexico had been 
concluded, and that was the year when Mexico 
gave up all claim to Texas, and established the 
Rio Grande as the boundary line, ceded New 
Mexico and Upper California to this country 
for $15,000,000, an amount of money which 
would pay the cost of the present war for 90 
minutes. Memphis was a small city at that 
time. Ten years later, in 1858, it boasted of 
the fact that it had a population pf 13,000, and 
that it had the only five-story building in the 
state. This section -of the country was then 
regarded as the Southwest, rather than the 
Mid-South. It was recognized that education 
was essential for a democracy, but public edu
cation had at that time been meagerly developed. 
Education . for the most part was in the hands 
of the church, particularly higher education, and 
the Presbyterian Church rather laid claims to 
being foremost among the Protestant denomi
nations in its emphasis upon education in this 
general section. 

The Masonic Fraternity seemed at that time 
to be interested in the development cif higher 
education, and sporadic efforts were made in 

3 



various communities to establish a college. How
ever, they did not realize how much higher 
education cost at that time, much less what it 

· was going to cost. They soon found themselves 
in financial difficulties. The Grand Lodge of 
Tennessee declined to continue with the project 
and the Masons offered to turn over the institu
tion to any reputable organization that would 
agree to pay the accumulated indebtedness and 
promise to continue a first-class college in 
Clarksville. The Synod of Nashville of the 
Presbyterian Church, under the influence of 
William M. Stewart who was a prominent 
Mason, a prominent Presbyterian and a first
rate scientist, accepted the offer, and in 1855 
Montgomery Masonic College became Stewart 
College, named for the man who sponsored the 
transfer and who became president of the col
lege. The institution has had a continuous 
history since 1848, and since 1855 it has been 
conducted under Presbyterian au~pices. 

Masonic Background 

It has survived three wars and it will survive 
this one-the War Between the States, the 
Spanish-American War, and World War I. , It 
was during the War Between the States that 
the institution suffered its severest blow. It 
was closed for some time when Federal soldiers 
occupied its grounds and buildings, and they 
were not careful to keep the college property 
intact. 

Before the war, when the Presbyterian Church 
was undivided as between North and South, 
there was a well-defined policy of higher educa-
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tion for this territory. The program was to have 
one first-class college for each synod or state. 
There were at that time, as at present, · four 
synods comprising this territory, which was then 
known as the Southwest. Each of these synods 
had a college or the nucleus of a college, and 
all of these institutions were growing in endow
ment, in equipment, in patronage and in pres
tige. The effect of the war upon these institu
tions was utterly destructive. The Presbyterians 
of this section had a pitiful sight to behold when 
they looked upon their educational institutions 
after the war was over and the orgy of the 
reconstruction era was going on. Desolation and 
poverty were everywhere, but they did not des
pair. They determined to rebuild their schools 
along with their homes, their churches and their 
fortunes. 

In view of the poverty of this section, the 
leaders of the church felt that it would be wise 
to change the antebellum program, to have the 
four synods unite and build one institution for 
this whole area. In 1873, 70 years ago, here in 
Memphis, the leaders of the church adopted a 
plan of union by which the four synods should 
unite in the' establishment of a first-class institu
tion. If the health conditions of Memphis at 
that time had been what they are today, 
Memphis would doubtless then have been select
ed as the location of the institution for this area. 
However, Clarksville, because of its excellent 
health record, because it already had Stewart 
College there as a going concern, and because 
the city of Clarksville made a substantial cash 
offer, was selected as the location and the name 
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of the institution was changed to Southwestern 
Presbyterian University. 

Bible in Curriculum 

It was the first institution to put the Bible 
in its curriculum, and make a knowledge of its 
truths and duties a requirement for its bachelor's 
degree. The founders felt that no one could 
properly be called a liberally educated man who 
was ignorant of that Book upon which our 
civilization is built. Hundreds of colleges now 
have a similar requirement, but Southwestern 
was the pioneer. 

The record of the institution is nothing to 
be ashamed of, though it was continually batt-' 
ling with financial problems. Sacrifices were 
made by people for its meager support, and a 
first-class faculty of Christian men labored 
through the years on small salaries, giving them
selves and their talents gladly in a wholehearted 
endeavor to educate part of the potential leader
ship of this section, a leadership which is now 
scattered over the face of the earth. Some of 
these men remained here in Memphis. Some 
of them, like Maj. G. W. Macrae, Henry Craft, 
Charles G. Smith, and John S. Dunscomb, have 
passed on. Others, like Dr. E. C. Ellett, W. C. 
Johnson, W. ]. Millard, V. l. Bryant, Hugh 
Hayley, E. W. Walthal, Douglas Johnson, Dun
can Martin, Walker Wellford, Everett Woods 
and others are still actively serving our commun
ity. It would be easy to take up the entire time 
giving you a list of outstanding ministers, like 
Harris E. Kirk, pastor of the Franklin Stre~t 
Presbyterian Church in Baltimore, and J. V. 
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·Moldenhawer, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of New York; of missionaries like 
Crane, Price, Richardson, Hopkins, Talmadge, 
Shelby; journalists like Harper Leech of 
Chicago; professors in colleges like ]. A. Lyon, 
George Lang, George Summey, John M. Meek
lin and Frazer Hood; bankers like John K. 
Ottley of Atlanta, and many other outstanding 
men· in the various professions. Woodrow Wil
son's Department of Justice was manned by 
Southwestern men who were all members of 
the A. T. 0. Fraternity-Thomas Watt Gregory, 
attorney general; William C. Fitts, assistant 
attorney general, and W. L. Frierson of Chatta
nooga, Solicitor General of the U. S. At that 
time there were four Southwesterners in Con
gress, all of them members of the S. A. E. 
Fraternity-Key Pittman and Nathan L. Bach
man in the Senate, Thomas U. Sisson and Hugh 
S. Hersmann in the House. 

Memphis Responds 

War was declared in April, 1917. Most of 
the students volunteered and left college. That 
was the situation when in July, 1917, I accepted 
my present position. Those were strenuous days. 
It did not take long to realize that it would 
be difficult, if not impossible, to maintain 
Southwestern at its old location, nor did it 
require great perspicacity to realize that the 
ideal location for a first-class college for this 
general section was Memphis, the best city in 
Tennessee. East Tennessee and Middle Ten
nessee are crowded with colleges, but there was 
no standard liberal arts college in all of West 
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Tennessee, and Meinphis was one of the very · 
few cities of its size in the country which did 
not have a college of liberal arts and sciences. 
To be sure, there was \'{Test Tennessee State 
Teacher~ College, which was established to 
render a very definite and important service, 
the training of teachers for our public schools, 
and which was headed at that time by Rotarian 
J. W . Brister. There was the University of Ten
nessee Medical School, with its various depart
ments, which at that time was not the outstand
ing medical school which it has become under 
the stalwart leadership of the late C. P. J. 
Mooney and the efficient direction of our fellow 
Rotarian 0. WI. Hyman. Nor did we then have 
the William R. Moore School of Technology, 
which is being sucessfully carried on by Rotarian 
J. L. Skinner. There was an excell~nt public 
school system, but with the exception of the 
University of Mississippi there was no standard 
liberal arts college within a radius of 150 miles 
of Memphis. Nashville, Knoxville, Chattanooga 
had their colleges, but Memphis, the chief city 
of the state, strategically located as it is, half 
way between Chicago and New Orleans- a 
distance of about 1000 miles-the trade center 
of the richest territory on earth, did not have 
a college of liberal arts and sciences. Thought
ful and farseeing citizens recognized this lack, 
responded to overtures for the removal of South
western, put on financial campaigns, and helped 
us over many a hill of difficulty to become estab
lished here in this place of good abode. 
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Definite Planning 

If anyone thinks that it •is an easy job to 
move an institution from one locality to another, 
he has never tried to do it. It means the rupture 
of cherished friendships, lawsuits dragging out 
over several years, financial difficulties of many 
kinds, to say nothing of the task of carefully 
working out plans for the realization of certain 
unique educational ideas. There were two ideals 
that were fundamental in all our planning and 
work. One is genuineness and the other is 
excellence. There are two many colleges in the 
country, but there are not too many good col
leges. There are too many colleges, particularly 
in the South, which are contenfwith mediocrity, 
and far too few which are satisfied only with 
the best. 

In 1921 the Board of Directors officially 
adopted this principle: ·That, while every prop
er economy will be observed in the planning for 
and the administration of Southwestern, the 
fundamental principle upon which all our plan
ning shall proceed is the welfare, and especially 
the moral welfare, of the students, for whom 
the institution exists, even though the applica
tion of this principle proves to be more costly 
in dollars and cents." It was agreed that we 
would undertake nothing that we could not 
do thoroughly and well. There was a settled 
hatred for all that is shoddy and shabby. We 
knew that we could not get something for 
nothing, but we did not want any Queen Ann 
fronts and Mary Ann backs, and we were 
willing to pay what the real article costs. We 
did not want to be as good as some other insti-
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tution in the South or West or East or North. 
We wanted to set the pace and have those 
institutions as good as we are. 

We had the opportunity of a lifetime, to 
plan an institution from the beginning, and 
to have it a harmonious whole. Most institutions 
do not have a well thought out plan from the 
beginning, but th,ey just grow like Topsy, and 
often there is a hodge-podge of architectural 
monstrosities. We decided to adopt the col
legiate Gothic type of architecture, and to have 
stone buildings, but we did not move a step 
until we had first purchased our stone quarry, 
at Bald Knob, Ark., which is supposed to pro
vide for the building needs of the institution 
for all time. We secured as consultant archi-

·tect the outstanding collegiate Gothic architect 
of this country, Charles Z. Klauder. The archi
tect responsible to us was Henry C. Hibbs of 
Nashville, who had secured all of his practical 
training in Mr. Klauder's office, and the firm 
of Jones & Furbringer of Memphis were our 
supervising architects. 

A great deal of thought went into the plan
ning of an institution which should be character
ized by quality and permanence, not bigness, 
but excellence, one that would .endure through 
all the years. We wanted to have a college of 
which every Memphian would be proud, one 
that would be worthy of the support of every 
right-thinking citizen. To that end great care 
was taken in the choice of members of the 
faculty, for the faculty is the most important 
thing about any college. Get the right sort of 
men- not fourflushers, but men with back-
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ground and ideals, with breadth and depth, men 
of character, of sound scholarship, and excellent 
teaching ability-and they will do the job. 

The Tutorial Plan 

The faculty of Southwestern is a rare group. 
It is a Ph.D. faculty, many of whom are former 
Rhodes Scholars. There are very few institutions 
in this country that can measure up to the 
quality of the Southwestern faculty. One must 
proceed slowly in a matter of this kind. It takes 
time to earn a reputation, but Southwestern has 
earned it. Southwestern is the only college in 
the South, and one of very few in the entire 
country, which has introduced the tutorial plan 
of individual instruction, and it is recognized 
in the educational world as one of the outstand
ing colleges in this country. As a result, · Mem
phis is known and respected, not only by those 
groups which are interested in cotton and 
lumber and drugs, but by those leaders in edu
cation who are trying to formulate, to clarify, 
and to vitalize the ideals which must animate 
mankind, if our civi lization is to be saved. 

We have had a number of campaigns in 
Memphis, as you well know, for there is hardly 
·a Rotarian who has not gone down the line 
with us. These campaigns, in 1920, 1924 and 
1927, were capital fund campaigns. The first 
was for $500,000 to bring Southwestern to 
Memphis, on condition that $1,000,000 addi
tional be obtained for this purpose from outside 
of Memphis. June Rudisill , and many others 
of you here, will recall rather vividly the en
thusiasm of that victory dinner some 20 years 
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ago at the Chisca Hotel, when it was announced 
that the goal had been reached. The third was 
for a substantial sum and will be remembered 
by many of you, but especially by Rotarian Bill 
Hill. The other big campaign will also be re
membered by many of you, but particularly by 
Rowlett Paine, who was then Mayor of Mem
phis, and who headed that campaign. It is 
significant to note that since Southwestern's 
advent Memphis has had three different men 
to serve in the office of Mayor of the city, and 
that every one of them has gone "all-out" for 
Southwestern. That statement is true not only 
of Rowlett Paine, but it is equally true of 
Watkins Overton, who served with inconvenient 
devotion as a member of our Board of Dir{!ctors, 
and who presided with dignity and fairness 
at the official "hearing" when some of the 
'"brethren" were registering their disapproval 
of me. It is quite as true of Walter Chandler, 
whose interest and co-operation in the develop
ment of the cultural life of Memphis has not 
been surpassed by any public offi cial. 

Past Leaders Lauded 

It would take a good while to call the roll 
of those great souls, now gone to their reward, 
who labored willingly and effectively to lay the 
foundations of this college, and whose labors 
we must carry forward. They were men like 
C. P. J. Mooney, Frank Fisher, T. K. Riddick, 
Charles N. Burch, T. H. Tutwiler, \V E. Holt, 
W. C. Early, Charles F. Farnsworth , B. L. Mal
lory, W. W. Mallory, A. B. Curry, Bolton 
Smith, Joseph N ewbnrger, Hirsch Morris, L. C. 
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Humes, Brinkley Snowden, Frank S. Bragg, 
Frank Hayden, R. Lewis Jones, J. E. Holmes, 
C. W. Heiskell, Mitch Rosenthal, Dabney 
Crump, William Loeb, Sr., William Loeb, Jr., 
J. A. Crawford, G. T. Fitzhugh, W. A. Hein, 
Thomas Fauntleroy, W. W. Fischer and a host 
of others. 

The annual support fund camaigns have 
continued and people sometimes ask, "When 
will they cease?" The answer is, of course, 
"when there is sufficient endowment, the 
income on which will provide approximately 
half the cost of the students' education," and 
that will mean on our present basis an addition 
of about $2,000,000 to our present holdings. 
Southwestern has had no debt since July 1, 1930, 
when the mortgage indebtedness of $700,000 
was paid. It now has assets of about $2,250,000, 
of which not quite $500,000 is in income
producing endowment. Hamilton College, Clin
ton, N. Y., a college of about the same size 
as Southwestern, has assets of nearly $8,000,000, 
of which $4,500,000 is in income-producing 
endowment. Haverford College, which is small
er than Southwestern or Hamilton, has assets 
that are considerably greater. 

The cost of first-class higher education, like 
everything else, has greatly increased during the 
past years. The tuition fees of two of the in
stitutions from which I graduated have in
creased 300 per cent since my student days, 
but that increased amount represents only about 
half of what the student's education actually 
costs the institution. If the full cost were . 
charged, . only the very well-to-do could have 
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these superior advantages, and that would not 
do so well in a democracy. Besides, it would 
shut off the source of our greatest potential 
leadership, which is the student of very limited 
financial · resources . There are . many such who 
cannot pay half of the cost, who can pay almost 
nothing. These need still further help, such 
as is provided by the Israel H. Peres scholar
ships. It is of interest to note that the first 
holder of one of these scholarships, a Memphis 
boy, was first honor man at Southwestern, first 
honor man at Yale Law School, and is now 
Undersecretary of the Interior. Abe Fortas, 32 
years old, ranking with Undersecretary of War 
Robert P. Patterson and with Undersecretary of 
State Sumner \Velles. 

Continuing Needs 

It has been suggested that colleges have a 
sliding scale of charges like the doctors do, 
basing their charges on the abili ty to pay. Some
thing like that has been tried, but it does not 
work. It would not work in any business that 
[ know of, and there is a rather important 
business aspect in the conduct of a college. The 
best plan is that which is being almost univer
sally followed- one price for all, reduce that 
price by income on indowment or annual sup
port funds so that it is within reach of those of 
moderate means, and aid the qualified, promis
ing student of limited means in addition by 
scholarships, work funds or loans. T he , little 
city of Clarksville, from 1875 until 1925, when 
we came to Memphis, provided for 10 such 
scholarships to be grante~ to g raduates of the 
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Clarksville High School on the basis of merit 
and need. 

Some are impatient at repeated calls. They 
point to the fact that they gave in the capital 
fund campaigns, and they think that that is 
enough. However, bringing a college to · a 
community is like having a baby born into the 
home. There is not only the expense of the 
hospital and physician at the time of arrival, 
but there•is a steady, continuous upkeep expense 
for a good many years thereafter. The baby 
does not speedily become independent or self
sufficient. 

There are others who say that they · do not 
believe in college education. Often it is a 
non-college man who. has this point of view. 
It is interesting to observe two quite diverse 
attitudes in this matter on the part of the non
college man. One man, as indicated, is against 
colleges. He rambles on somewhat as follows: 
"We do not need colleges. Abraham Lincoln 
and Thomas Edison did not go to college, nor 
did I. Have we not achieved? Look at your 
college men. A lot of them are loafers, having 

' a g rand loaf on Dad's dough, and when they 
graduate what are they prepared to do? They 
have no skills, no trade, what do they have to 
sell I What is the use of liberal arts education, 
with its philosophy, history, languages, litera
ture, science and the arts I" 

. Educational Aims Outlined 

The answer is that it is the education for 
free men, the only sort of education that will 
give that broad understanding which fits 
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men and women for worthy living. From the 
Hebrew-Christian tradition comes the root prin
ciple of democracy, the dignity and worth of 
the human individual. Made in the image of 
God and accountable to Him, endowed with 
reason, conscience, emotions, and · the power of 
choice, it is of vital importance that this human 
being make the most of his abilities and oppor
tunities. 

The basic purpose of a liberal education is 
to develop a well-rounded personality. It begins 
with discipline and leads to self-discipline. 
The building of character is its most important 
purpose. It seeks to widen horizons, open new 
windows of the mind, fit the student for the 
critical examination of ends and means, sharpen 
appreciation, elevate the taste and encourage 
the formation of habits of independent inquiry 
and reflection. It is most certain that not every
one should go to college. Many are not college 
material. Vocational education is also of great 
importance. It is necessary and valuable, but 
we should remember that vocational education 
does not attempt to liberate but to concentrate, 
not to broaden a man's horizon, but to focus 
his mind on his job. Vocational education con
cerns itself primarily with making a living, 
whereas liberal education seeks primarily to 
develop a personality who will be able to live a 
larger, richer, fuller life. It is important to 
focus the mind on the particular trade, business 
or profession one intends to follow, to perform 
his future tasks with intelligence, skill and 
competence, but it is well, if possible, to get 
the liberal education first, both because the 
vocational will then come much more readily, 
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and also because one will thus be fitted for far 
larger usefulness. At any rate, we should clearly 
distinguish the two types of education, and the 
purpose of each. 

Value of College Training 

More often we find the second and quite 
different attitude on the part of the non-college 
man. It is a much humbler attitude. He solilo
quizes somewhat as follows: "I did not have 
the chance to go to college myself and I am 
sorry. I had to go to work and I have worked 
hard. I have succeeded financially, but I realize 
that there are certain valuable things which I 
lack and which I wish I had. I know that col
leges are not perfect, that like the peniten
tiaries, there are some inside who ought to be 
·outside, but that there are more outside who 
ought to be inside. I want to help in making 
the proper adjustments in each case. Yes, I 
am for the colleges, for maintaining our cul
tural heritage. I agree with Horace Mann in 
believing that the American tradition of educa
tion is necessary to the 'well being of all the 
people,' that, without it, 'though all mankind 
were well fed, well clothed, and well housed, 
they might still be half civilized.'· I realize that 
American civilization has been built upon liberal 
education, an education not only available to 
all the people, but one founded upon the ideal 
of Christianity and democracy- truth, honesty, 
justice and sympathy- which have been the 
goals toward which man has been striving since 
his emergence from barbarism." 
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Epictetus said, "Only the educated . . . are 
free." Education and freedom are inseparably 
linked, freedom fostering education, and educa
tion making freedom dearer than all else. 

President Hutchins of the University of 
Chicago, says that we are getting the sort of 
education we deserve, that having set up the 
golden calf to worship and having adopted 
the dollar mark as our standard of value, we 
have no reason to complain about the unhappy 
results which the neglect of the humanities has 
brought about. Napoleon on the Island of St. 
Helena, near the end of his career, wistfully 
remarked that there are only two ultimate 
forces in the world- the sword and the spirit, 
in the end spirit always wins. 

War Activities 

Southwestern, like every other institution and 
individual, realizes that the first job for every
one is to win the war, but that is not all that 
we need to think about and plan for. This war, 
to be justified, can only be fought for the 
sake of peace, the kind of peace that all mankind 
longs for. 

Educational institutions carry a heavy obliga
tion both for the present war and for the 
future peace. Southwestern's activity in the 
war effort began in 1939, when the C. P. T . 
program was introduced. It continued in the 
spring of 1941, when it recognized that the 
grim shadow of war began to spread its unholy 
wings over an unprepared world . It accelerated 
its program of work so that students could 

18 



complete as much college work as possible be
fore being drafted, and in the fall of 1941 
it organized a special Air Corps Institute. After 
Pearl Harbor it went all-out for the war. It 
introduced new courses related to the military 
program, it readjusted old courses, placing a 
new emphasis upon them for the new needs, 
and entered upon a physical hardening program 
required of . all students. It entered upon the 
training of enlisted reserves for the Navy and 
the Army. Its President co-operated last year 
with committees and Government officials in 
working out plans by which colleges could 
make their greatest contribution to the war 
effort. At present our full quota of Army 
aviation cadets is being trained on the campus. 
There are many other ways too numerous to 
mention in which Southwestern IS serving di
rectly in the war effort. 

The Future 

The future of Southwestern is limited only 
by finances. I feel sure that we can depend 
upon , the wholehearted co-operation of the 
leading citi zens of Memphis who are willing 
to work for a really great and well-rounded 
city. Southwestern has 117 acres of ground, 
and this will allow for considerable expansion. 
The work of the college can and will expand, 
but not until its present program is stabilized. 
W e can have a fine arts center out there, a 
development in which Mayor Chandler, who 
is a great asset to this city, has expressed his 
keen interest. That is something that is greatly 
needed in this section. There can be a great 
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development in the Memphis College of Music, 
the Memphis Art Academy, and the little 
Theatre. 

One of the most remarkable achievements 
in my judgment is the development of the 
Symphony Orchestra, the wonderful accomplish
ment of Burnet C. Tuthill, who has developed 
this orchestra on a shoe string. There are three 
cities in this country which have civic symphony 
orchestras, supported largely by taxes. These 
are Baltimore, San Francisco and Indianapolis. 
There are several cities in this country which 
have great symphony orchestras, which are the 
result of private support. There is Boston, sus
tained for 3 7 years by Major Henry L. Higgin
son; there is Cincinnati, sponsored by Charles 
P. Taft, the brother of the late Wm. Howard 
Taft, who gave about $250,000 annually toward 
its support ; there is Minaeapolis, financed by 
E. L. Carpenter ; there is Los Angeles, supported 
by William Andrews Clark, Jr.; there is Cleve
land, supported by John L. Severance, and there 
is New York Symphony, which was long sup
ported solely by Harry Harkness Flagler. 

Real University Possible 

We can have here schools of engineering, of 
law, of theology. We can have a real university, 
just as now we have a real college of liberal 
arts and sciences. There are only two condi
tions: (a) Anything that we undertake must 
be first-class, must emphasize quality, must 
bear the hallmark of genuineness and excel
lence; (b) the money must be in hand, or at 
least in sight, to provide for the undertaking. 
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Memphis may be known in the days to come, 
if we work together, not only as the commercial 
center of the Mid-South, but as its cultural 
center. We need such institutions in the South 
to keep our talented young people from being 
drained off to other sections of the country. 
Many of our most promising young people go 
to institutions in the North and East because of 
the superior educational advantages which they 
think those institutions offer, and they never 
come back to us. If we here give them as 
good advantages as the best there offers, we. 
may hope to stop this siphoning of our valuable 
human resources. 

Contemporaries Need to Help 

No one can forecast the future. No one can 
predict what the social, political, and economic 
developments will be as a result of the war. 
We are prefectly sure that there will be grave 
problems to be solved, and we know that these 
problems must be solved by men and women of 
character and intelligence. There will never be 
a time when the sort of product which South
western has set itself to turn out will not be 
sorely needed. Many great souls who have 
helped in laying the foundations have passed 

' . on, equally good and true men at this table 
and in this room are carrying on. 

We want Southwestern to expand and 
develop, and we need the help of every loyal 
Memphian. There is no work, no memorial, 
no investment so significant, so far-reaching, 
and so enduring as -one in connection with an 
educational institution like Southwestern, which 
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through the years is charged with developing 
successive generations of leaders who are men
tally sound and morally straight. 

Editorial from The Commercial Appeal, 
Memphis, Friday Morning, April 23, 1943. 

THE IDEALS WHICH MUST ANIMATE 
MANKIND 

"Southwestern is the only college in the 
South, and one of very few in the entire country, 
which has introduced the tutorial plan of in
dividual instruction, and it is recognized in the 
educational world as one of the outstanding 
colleges in this country. 

"As a result, Memphis is known and re
spected not only by those groups which are 
interested in cotton and lumber and drugs, but 
by those leaders in education who are trying 
to formulate, to clarify and to vitalize the ideals 
which must animate mankind if our civilization 
is to be saved." 

In the course of his excellent discussion of 
the distinguished background and the purpose
ful future of Southwestern before the Rotary · 
Club this week, President Charles E. Diehl 
enunciated those things which are inseparable 
from our Nation's objectives-"the ideals which 
must animate mankind if our civilization is to 
be saved." 

Southwestern has achieved its high place in 
the educational world only after long and 
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arduous efforts. Like liberty and democracy, 
it will endure only if we are diligent. 

In the course of his talk, Dr. Diehl explained 
the need for an additional two million dollar 
endowment fund. In these days of huge ex
penditures, that does not seem to be a large 
amount. 

* * * 
Endowment makes it possible to assist worthy 

students in poor financial circumstances. If 
education where placed strictly on an ability to 
pay basis, only the boys and girls from wealthy 
families would be able to benefit. Think how 
many brilliant minds might otherwise be left in 
darkness, with attending loss to the world of the 
many splendid things those minds create in 
cultural and scientific pursuits. 

Yes, institutions such as Southwestern must 
have adequate endowments,- or at least the 
modest investment program sucn as outlined 
for Southwestern. 

There are many ways that this fund might be 
raised. We are buying war bonds · in large 
amounts these days so that our Government may 
have the money with which to purchase ma
terials of war. Why not make Southwestern 
the ' beneficiary of these bonds? Why not buy 
them in Southwestern's name? 

Outright gifts of money to institutions like 
Southwestern are tax free. Here is an op
portunity to educate a coming generation with 
money that would otherwise go in taxes. We 
do not know how long this situation will obtain, 
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but it is the situation at present. We can be 
sure the money given Southwestern will be ad
ministered efficiently and with a minimum of 
waste. 

We can think of few memorials as worthy 
as a contribution to an endowment fund like 
Southwestern's in the name of a loved one. 
Certainly more attention should be paid to the 
names of those who labored long in the service 
of Southwestern and education in general, or in 
perpetuation of the names of those who have 
helped to build Memphis and the Mid-South. 

* * * 
There are only two conditions under which 

Southwestern operates, and again we quote from 
Dr. Diehl: " ( 1) Anything that we undertake 
must be first-class, must emphasize quality, 
must bear the hallmark of genuineness and 
excellence; ( 2) the money must be in hand, 
or at least in sight, to ' provide for the under
taking." 

The record backs up that philosophy. It is 
the assurance any investor recognizes as sound, 
and endowments are investments in the future 
of America and the P.reservation of its triumphs 
over the forces of darkness. 

"No one can predict what the social, political 
and economic developments will be as a result 
of the war. We are perfectly sure that there 
will be grave problems to be solved, and we 
know that these problems must be solved by 
men and women of intelligence. 
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"There will never be a time when the sort 
of product which Southwestern has set itself 
to turn out will not be sorely needed. 

"Many great souls who have helped in laying 
the foundations have passed on ; equally good 
and true men at thi s table and in this room 
are carrymg on. 

"We want Southwestern to expand and de
velop, and we need the help of every loy,al 
Memphian. 

"There is no work, no memorial, no invest
ment so significant, so far-reaching and so 
enduring as one in connection with an educa
tional institution like Southwestern, which, · 
through the years, is charged with df veloping 
successive generations of leaders who are men
tally sound and morally straight." 

That, in o~r judgment, is a concise summa
tion of 'the situation. If we will search our 
hearts and minds, if we will but contemplate 
the future of our civilization, the realization 
is inescapable that · such practical idealism must 
prevail, and it is incumbent on us to see to it 
that it does prevail. 
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