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   Last week, the Kinney Program host-
ed a conversation on what food deserts 
are and why they are so prevalent. The 
program began with an analysis of what 
a food desert is, “a geographic location 
where nutritious and affordable food is 
difficult to obtain,” adding that these 
deserts can be very hard to categorize. 
However, an abstract definition does 
not necessarily accurately represent 
the struggles a community can face 
in a food desert. Varying factors like 
community size and access to trans-
portation are all vitally important in 
understanding what determines a food 
desert. Looking at a map of Memphis 
specifically depicting Rhodes, Overton 
Park and Midtown, there were no food 
deserts. However, zoom out a bit and 
look at the neighborhoods just on the 
opposite side of campus, and one finds 
an abundance of food deserts in Bing-
hamton, Orange Mound and Frazier. 
   The Kinney Program students looked 
at their homes in their respective native 
cities outside of Memphis and found 
that many of them lived in food des-
erts or right on one’s border. Those who 
did live in an area designated as a food 
desert found they lived near a lot of 
unhealthy corner stores who only sell 
calorie-dense food. Unlike other resi-
dents, however, they could escape due 
to social capital - access to a car or pub-
lic transportation. 

   Later, the organization showed a vid-
eo on the social aspects of food deserts 
in Lynchburg, VA. It focused on the 
gradual shift from a vibrant commu-
nity with multiple food options to a 
resource-deprived food desert. Com-
munities like Lynchburg do not have a 
good neighborhood grocery store; they 
have a gas station and maybe a Mc-
Donald’s. The video displays a struggle 
for individuals living within the resi-
dential area to take a bus (if not multi-
ple buses) to get a store that has healthy 
food that is somewhat affordable.  A 
woman gave an account of her child-
hood living in a community that had 
a bakery, meat store and other markets 
nearby, but the community has since 

been abandoned. Those food places are 
replaced with gas stations and corner 
stores that serve calorie-dense alter-
natives lacking nutritional value, and 
their few grocery stores make it hard to 
buy healthy food.
  Interestingly enough, we discussed 
that in Memphis poor communities 
filled with minorities are often the ones 
overwhelmed with a lack of healthy 
food options. It is very easy to be naïve 
about food deserts, but it is also a dif-
ficult conversation to have considering 
the unintentional ignorance of many to 
the issue by virtue of privilege. 
   When viewing their hometowns, stu-
dents participating in the Kinney Pro-
gram were able to see that their city is 

not unique to this epidemic. Although 
their specific neighborhood may not be 
a food desert, their metropolis likely 
has a high rate of deserts. The connec-
tion people were making to class and 
how affluent neighborhoods’ having a 
food desert is relatively unheard-of was 
interesting. When the priority is profit 
over priority, the companies that deter-
mine where to put grocery stores often 
look to the affluent neighborhoods, 
and then those with the least capital 
become overshadowed. 
   There is a lot of work being done to 
address the issue of food deserts. For 
instance, Binghamton development 
corporation is trying to get a Dollar 
General in the community because the 
franchise is geared toward low-income 
households. The store, though, will 
have a grocery department in order to 
address this particular need. A coalition 
by Rhodes Food Recovery Network to 
use uneaten food at the Rat and give it 
to the homeless shelter at Saint John’s 
is coming to fruition.  Also, several 
schools have partnerships with local 
churches to provide backpacks with 
food to those who don’t have food at 
home. The backpacks are filled with 
enough food for the weekend because 
many of kids do not have food if it is 
not provided by their school. Another 
program is Meals on Wheels through 
MIFA. Hopefully through efforts such 
as these, food deserts can slowly be-
come an issue of the past.

Peaches or Peach Rings 
(An Overview of Food Deserts) 

Map by CDC and Department of Agriculture
“A Whole Lotta Red” : This map shows food deserts in America, including those in and around Memphis, TN.

By Jake Turner ’16
Contributing Writer

   “Our goal is to turn this entire cam-
pus pink,” states Milan Billingsley, 
campus leader and philanthropic vi-
sionary, “we’re trying to get everyone to 
wear pink at the Sewanee game, even 
the players!”
   The initiative which the pink-out will 
support is Pi Kappa Alpha’s “Pike Goes 
Pink” fundraiser which aims to support 
breast cancer research and awareness in 
conjunction with the American Cancer 

Society. Earlier this year, the Society, 
the largest voluntary health organiza-
tion in the United States, reached out 
to Pi Kappa Alpha to coordinate a joint 
effort on the Rhodes campus. Through 
a series of collaborative talks, the Soci-
ety and the fraternity agreed on the de-
tails of this specific fundraiser.
   For Milan, however, involvement 
went beyond his fraternal affiliation.
   “Somebody close to me passed away 
from breast cancer. Many people don’t 
know that one in eight women is pre-
dicted to be diagnosed with the disease 

in their lifetime.” Milan articulated with 
a clear and strong passion pulsing from 
his eyes. “As I started preparing this 
event I was surprised to see how many 
brothers within the fraternity alone had 
been impacted by the disease.”
   To help achieve their donation goal of 
$1000, the brothers of Pi Kappa Alpha 
are holding a series of events including 
a flag football tournament, a charity 
walkathon and a lemonade stand that 
will operate during the Sewanee foot-
ball game on Parents’ Weekend.
    The first way for students to contrib-

ute to the effort is to form a flag football 
team of 7 to compete Sunday, October 
4, from 3:30 to 7 p.m. at the football 
field. The entry fee is $5 per player, 
and the prize will be gift cards to local 
restaurants and clothing stores!
   The second way is to make a donation 
of at least $3 in order to participate in 
the Walk Against Breast Cancer which 
will happen on the athletic track the 
same time as the football tournament. 
Faculty, staff and parents are welcome 
to participate in this event as well as 
spectate.                

Pike Goes Pink: A Fight Against Breast Cancer

Continued on Page 2
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“Beauty, like truth and goodness, needs to be expressed.” 
-Charles Edward Diehl

Recently, The Sou’wester has received both written
and verbal complaints regarding the use of profanity
in its issues. And this got us thinking…do we need
to chill the fuck out? No, no we don’t. First and fore-
most, we believe that freedom of the press is one of
the most essential of the freedoms that this amazing
country maintains. Countless men and women have
died to protect our freedom to express truth, and until
that right is taken from us, we want to produce pieces
that take full advantage of this liberty.

Secondly, as editors, we do remove needless profanity: 
we as humans do not curse simply to curse, and we do 
not allow meaningless curse words in the articles that 
go to print. As readers, you may have encountered 
profanity in one of our many (and hilarious) satirical 
pieces; this use of profanity we deem both appropriate 
and good-natured. Until the school censors the pa-
per as a whole, we will not censor those individuals 
featured in the paper, so you may find obscenities in 
direct quotes (as true as journalism gets) as well.
   Finally, we always keep our audience in mind. Sure, 
the inevitable side-eye from our parents is momen-
tarily discouraging as they run across the profanity 

hidden within the pages of The Sou’wester, but that 
discouragement is short-lived. We write for college 
students, ages 18-23. Sometimes college kids could 
use some light-hearted diction in their day, and we 
have taken that responsibility seriously!
   We hope that these words have not been and are not 
taken offensively for they represent the freedom that 
this country and this paper afford student-contribu-
tors to a student paper.

And that’s all, dammit.
Ally~Zoe~Doug

Letter from the Editors

Pike Goes Pink (Cont.)
Continued from Page 1
   Music, commentary and concessions 
will be available. The third way is to buy 
a “Pike Goes Pink” long sleeve shirt for 
$20. The shirts are being sold every day 
this week in the Rat through Parents’ 
Weekend where students can also regis-
ter their flag football teams and sign up 
for the walk.
   It should come as no surprise that 
Rhodes, with its natural service-orient-
ed philanthropic attitude, has already 
shown tremendous support for this 
event.
   According to Morgan Burman, Pi 
Kappa Alpha president, “The faculty 
and staff have been incredibly support-
ive. As for the students, they understand 
that college is not just about ‘partying’ 
and ‘having a good time’ but ‘making 
a difference,’ and we see more support 
and enthusiasm from them each day. 
I have no doubt that we will meet our 
donation goals by the time Parents’ 
Weekend is over.”
   Milan was quick to echo Morgan’s 

hopes and enthusiasm.
   “Every day we have seen an increase 
in shirt sales and team registration. In 

fact, on our second day of operation we 
saw an 865% growth in contributions!” 
laughed Milan.

   Statistical quirks aside, all indicators 
point toward this fundraiser becoming 
a popular success that will continue 
for years to come with the potential to 
establish as strong of a philanthropic 
tradition as KD All-Sing, Chi Omega 
Casino Night or Delta Days. Howev-
er, continued and enthusiastic support 
and leadership from the student body 
is needed for this dream to become a 
reality.
   “I absolutely hope that ‘Pike Goes 
Pink’ becomes a longstanding tradi-
tion,” muses Milan, adding, “as a senior, 
I understand how Rhodes operates and 
running this fundraiser is a perfect op-
portunity for me to pass this knowledge 
on to the new freshman class.”
   Only time will tell if the high-minded 
goals of the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity 
will be realized in years to come but for 
now, ‘Pike Goes Pink’ is an excellent 
contribution to the Rhodes community 
and its well-established tradition of ser-
vice worthy of every community mem-
bers’ full support.

Photo from Milan Billingsley

“A Team Effort” : This Rat table has already made $600 as of press time. Boom. 
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From the
Commissioner...

   In just over one month, the Allocations 
Board has already allocated over $42,000 of 
our six-figure budget! With only five meet-
ings under our belts, it is extremely encour-
aging to see student organizations using the 
new-and-improved system from day one. 
Rhodes will soon be in ownership of its very 
own 3D printer, so get excited! At the end of 
the day, the money that this Board distrib-
utes does come out of each student’s tuition, 
so we want it to touch the lives of as many 
students as possible. If your student org is 
not properly taking advantage of this oppor-
tunity, speak up! It is your money after all.
   One huge way that organizations can get 
involved is the annual Homecoming Parade. 
Homecoming is quickly approaching, and 
orgs need to begin planning their floats or 
banners. Traditionally, student organizations 
have shied away from participating in the 
Parade, viewing it as a largely Greek event. 
But that is not the case! Approach the Board 
with a budget, and start planning your orga-
nization’s Homecoming float today. I cannot 
think of a better way to promote your orga-
nization than literally parading it in front of 
a crowd of people. Plus the bonding experi-
ence of decorating the float is priceless.
   I would also encourage everyone to read 
the next few issues in which I will explain 
some of the Allocations Board’s most con-
fusing rules…like giveaways, transportation 
and FOOD.

Sincerely,
Ally Limmer
Allocations Board Commissioner

Roman Coins:
Treasures of Barret Library

By Christian Wiggs ’18
Staff Writer

  Safely tucked in a Barret Library hideaway rests a too-
big binder, chockablock with disks of shimmering silver 
and gold. These disks—coins from ancient Rome and 
Greece—are being carefully examined by Rhodes students 
and faculty alike after their donation to the school by a 
private collector, Gray Burkhart. 
   The collection of approximately 115 coins, representing 
centuries of conquest and commerce, currently finds itself 
being digitized for the school’s archives. After surviving 
over two millennia of wear and tear, they’ve reached a re-
pository fit to house them and a digital system in DLynx 
fit to showcase them. 
   Lana Nelson, a student-worker charged with scanning 
the coins told us, “There’s been lots of interest in the coins, 
especially among the faculty.” Her gloved hands carefully 
flipped the thick pages as she searched for a particularly 
interesting denarius to show off. Each turn brought the 
weighty slap of plastic on plastic along with a gleam of 
genuine coinage.
   In the coming weeks, more work will be done to mea-
sure, weigh and research the coins by students of Professor 
Miriam Clinton in the Department of Art History. This 
will provide those students interested in ancient art and ar-
tifacts an opportunity to handle just that right here within 
the school’s gates.
   Imperial profiles are encircled by cryptic lettering that, 
occasionally, pops with a word recognizable to someone as 
unversed in Roman history as this writer: Caesar. Needless 
to say, the interest in these coins stretches far beyond the 
experienced eyes of art historians. Anyone passing through 
the archive’s many shelves should pause to run curious eyes 
across this collection. 

Within the Gates

“Collection of Coins”: Lana Nelson shows off the Roman bling
Photo by Christian Wiggs

By Meaghan Pickles ’19
Satire Writer

   Participants in another fruitful 
Rhodes College tailgate were left 
aghast and disturbed after happening 
upon a group of division-three col-
lege football players “really going at 
it” against what seemed to be an op-
posing team “who also want the ball, 
apparently.”  
   The tailgaters were slurring in a 
blissful stupor from an afternoon that 
started with mimosas but quickly es-
calated into forms of day drinking 
that would normally be associated 
with someone “who has recently lost 
their job or a parent.” Heading from 

Pike to Sig Nu in an effort to engage 
in even more wanton tomfoolery, the 
participants in this beloved Southern 
ritual were somehow lost along the 
way, subjecting themselves to the un-
warranted athletic display “that prob-
ably has a point system to determine a 
winner, if we had to guess.”
    Attempts to pry information from 
the tailgaters were not without diffi-
culty, however several did admit that 
there were bleachers, and that the am-
biance was peppered with sparse and 
lukewarm clapping, punctuated by 
one mom with a cowbell.
   “So we made a mistake. We were 
caught up in the hullabaloo of the 
day,” said sophomore Jessica Randall.   

“You can’t fault us for that. But what I 
saw up in those stands was imprinted 
on my conscience, and will haunt me 
for eons.”
   Trying to distract from the upset, 
students were eager to highlight what 
the day was truly about. “Our tailgates 
are always very successful,” said junior 
James Voight, who throughout the 
day altered positions from sitting on 
the back porch, to a short stint stand-
ing on the couch and attempting to 
dance, until finally being forced to 
return to a seated position from the 
ardor of it all. “We pride ourselves on 
constantly achieving the chief purpose 
of the tailgate, which is to get shit-
faced. I can’t think of any other pur-

pose, aside from getting shitfaced.” 
   In an effort to educate his peers, 
senior Mark Paulino ventured to ex-
plain the game to by relating it to beer 
pong. “At first they started to look 
like they were getting the idea,” Pau-
lino said, “but I quickly began to see 
that they were losing track of even my 
most accessible alcohol-themed meta-
phors. I decided to throw in the towel. 
Even a weak grasp on the concept is a 
triumph for any Rhodes student.”
   At press time, the purpose of the 
football game remained unclear, al-
though there were rumors that it may 
be more than a one-time occurrence.

Drunken Tailgaters Stumble Upon Division-Three Football Game
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WITHIN THE GATES

B D L ’
STAFF WRITER

   Alexis Smith is a senior Neuroscience 
major conducting interesting honors 
research on lizards and the eff ect of 
dopamine on their social behavior. She 
started this project as a junior under 
the supervision of Dr. Kabelik in the 
science department. She works with 
Green Anole lizards down in a special 
lab in F.J. � e lab is currently home to 
around 40 lizards, but normally con-
tains 80 to 90.
   Her procedure starts with injecting a 
low dosage of dopamine into the bel-
ly of a male lizard. � is lizard is then 
placed into a tank with two females and 
then introduced to a male of the same 
size. She then observes the actions of 
this lizard and compares them to those 
of a saline-injected control lizard. Is this 

lizard more aggressive toward the other 
male? Is it more sexually active towards 
the two females present? Alternatively 
she watches to see if this lizard has been 
sedated by the extra dopamine in his 
system.
   It is not all work and no play in the 
lizard lab, however. She told me about a 
male and female pair of golden geckos 
who escaped their tank and were living 
free in a storage closet like a pair of ban-
dits hiding from the law. � ere was a 
lizard that she named “Digger” because 
of his love for burying himself in the 
mulch ground of his tank. Sometimes 
during the long hours down in the lab 
she fi nds herself talking to her subjects. 
Unfortunately she tells me they are nei-
ther individualistic (besides Digger) 
nor capable of building any kind of re-
lationship. 
   “What I think is cool about this re-

search is that it is pretty well-established 
that the dopamine system is conserved 
evolutionarily,” she explains. It is an 
amazing fact that despite the vast diff er-
ences in species, the dopamine system 
is present in almost all brains. � rough 
studying the dopamine system, one 
can see the relationship between birds, 
mammals and lizards.  
   Alexis said she did not expect to come 
to college and do research like this, but 
she really enjoys it. She learned that she 
loves working in a lab and doing re-
search; even the tedious tasks don’t bore 
her when she is immersed in her work. 
   Alexis had some helpful advice for 
the budding scientists of Rhodes. She 
says if you want to get involved with re-
search, just ask. Show an interest, and 
you could fi nd yourself involved in a 
great research experience. 

Photo from Alexis Smith

Student Research Spotlight: 
Alexis Smith and Her Lizards

B K G ’
STAFF WRITER

   � e college has staff  on campus 
every day of the week who work 
hard to assure that the College is 
run properly from Campus Safety, 
to Physical Plant, to health staff  
and, of course, to the workers in 
the Rat and Lair. � e staff  member 
we will be spotlighting this week is 
Jasmine who has worked hard for 
us at the Rat for one year and three 
months! 

How would you describe your job?  
“I swipe cards and take cash for 
meals. I also clean the tables and 
the fl oor and make sure the nap-
kins are stocked.”

What do you like the most about your 
job? 
“I like that I get to meet new and 
exciting people.”

What is the strangest excuse you have 
gotten from a student that did not 
have their Rhodes ID? 
“I had one student who said that 
they didn’t know they had to have 
their ID to get into the Rat, but 
they weren’t a freshman. � at was 
probably the strangest. I also get a 
lot of I forgot it, or I was at prac-
tice, or I don’t want to pay the $25 
dollars to get a new ID.” 

What is the worst weather you have 
had to travel through to get to work?  
“� e snow last year was the worst. I 
decided to take the bus because my 
car would not move.” 

What do you like to do when you are 
not at work? 
“I am an indoor person. I like to 
watch movies, chill and sleep!” 
� ank you, Jasmine, for all that 
you do! You make all of our days 
brighter.

Staff Spotlight: 
Jasmine, Gatekeeper to the Rat

Photo by Jasmine Solomon

“Gatekeeper to the Rat” : Many Rhodents see Jasmine every day as they go to lunch
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Crime                     
Forcible Fondling
AV    
Speeding, AV   
Electrical Fire
AV (MIP)   
Stalking    
Battery      
AV-(3)MIP   
Theft (Money) 
Theft (Purse)
Theft (Alcohol) 
False ID    

Status
Closed
Closed-Referred to Student Conduct
Closed-Referred to Student Conduct
Closed-Referred to Physical Plant
Closed-Referred to Student Conduct
Closed-Referred to Student Conduct 
Closed-Referred to Student Conduct
Closed-Referred to Student Conduct
Open
Open
Closed-Referred to Student Conduct
Closed-Referred to Student Conduct

Location
On Campus
EVA
Bailey Gate
EVA
Bailey
EV
Sigma Nu
Blount
Middle Ground
EV
Robinson
Spann 5

Reported       Ocurred
9/28/2015      9/27/2015
9/27/2015      9/27/2015 
9/26/2015      9/26/2015  
9/24/2015      9/24/2015  
9/23/2015      9/23/2015 
9/21/2015      9/07/2015
9/19/2015      9/19/2015  
9/18/2015      9/18/2015
9/15/2015      9/13/2015
9/12/2015      9/12/2015
9/12/2015      9/11/2015
9/10/2015      9/10/2015    

By Savannah Patton ’19
Staff Writer

  On Thursday September 24th, ASIA 
(All Students Interested in Asia) threw 
Rhodes its very own Mid-Autumn Fes-
tival complete with cultural context, 
delicious food, lanterns and calligraphy. 
This celebration is a harvest festival cel-
ebrated by many Chinese, Taiwanese, 
Vietnamese, and Korean people around 
the world. It is held on the 15th day 
of the 8th month in the Chinese and 

Vietnamese calendars, which is on 
the night of the full moon. Although 
Rhodes celebrated a bit early, the actual 
date of the holiday fell on September 
27th this year. It celebrates three fun-
damental notions: gathering, thanks-
giving and prayer. Chinese professor 
Han Li, teacher of Chinese language 
and culture, and Korean Professor 
Seok-Won Lee, teaches of East Asian 
history, introduced all in attendance to 
these aspects of the holiday. Professor 
Li explained that the Chinese celebra-

tion of the Mid-Autumn Festival focus-
es on family unity while Professor Lee 
explained that the Korean celebration 
places its emphasis on the honoring of 
one’s ancestors. 
   I found it particularly interesting that 
Professor Lee offered commentary on 
many modern-day people’s difficulties 
with some of the holiday’s traditions, 
such as the honoring of exclusively the 
male’s ancestors. He went on to say that 
the entire holiday need not be thrown 
out but could rather be adapted to fit 

current ideologies and personal view-
points. After we had all been welcomed 
and informed, ASIA students gener-
ously heaped lo-mein noodles, eggrolls, 
sweet and sour chicken, and other deli-
cious Chinese and Korean dishes onto 
our plates. Students excitedly took ad-
vantage of the opportunities to hang 
celebratory lanterns on the trees outside 
Palmer and practice their calligraphy. 
All in all, it was a delightful, delicious 
and informative celebration! 

ASIA’s Mid-Autumn Festival, An            
Opportunity to Learn and Eat Well

Campus Safety: Crime and Fire Log
Compiled By Katie Brewster ’18

Staff Wrtier

Photos by Savannah Patton
“Lines for Days” : The Rhodes community was excited to partake in ASIA’s harvest festival event last week
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Within the Gates

Around Campus features the intimate belongings abandoned by Rhodes students/alumni in peculiar places.  
Utilize this service to retrieve your long-lost items and/or to send the long-lost items of others our way at: 

rhodescnews@gmail.com.

Around Campus

“Spanks?”: Gonna be honest here, I have no idea what these are. But if you lost this fabric-thingy, here it is! Somewhere on grass

“Green Dress”: Bold move, dress owner. Let’s assume the Rhodes dryers failed you, 
and you just needed to air-dry it. But now your laundry is done! Pick it up here!

“iPad”: In a true test of the Honor Code, this iPad was found in what looks like Belli? Anywho, here’s a $500 technological feat 
just chilling on top of... wait, is that a heater? And there is a poster on it? FIRE HAZARD FIRE HAZARD RUN FOR YOUR LIVES

“Palmer Cat”: OH MY! Look how cute he looks when he’s all sleepy and curled up and 
half in grass. We all own Palmer Cat. Give him some love when you walk into Palmer. 

Photo by Rachel Nelson

Photo by Zoe LaulederkindPhoto by Doug Fetterman

Photo by Doug Fetterman
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Beyond the Gates

By Hayley Rosenfield ’16
Satire editor

Memphis, TN – Proclaiming with a 
gusto like never before that “come hell 
or high water the show must go on,” 
Kappa Sigma called upon all Mem-
phis-area brothers last Friday after-
noon to band together and help salvage 
that evening’s Woodstock-themed 
party after the sitar player they’d hired 
backed out last minute.

   “We scrambled,” the fraternity’s So-
cial Chair admitted in a press release 
made earlier this week in response to 
accusations of misrepresenting the 
legendary 1969 three-day celebration 
of peace and music. “It was frustrat-
ing. We had this whole special, really 
authentic evening planned, and the 
jerk just flakes out. We had to totally 
re-evaluate, and we had to do it fast.”
   Inside sources have claimed the 
change in plans quickly polarized the 

group, causing a rift between the con-
servative faction devoted to providing 
a historically accurate portrayal of 
Woodstock or nothing at all, and the 
majority group committed to honor-
ing the “spirit of the event.”
   “Shit really hit the fan when we real-
ized how scratched up Ben’s Three Ra-
gas album was,” reported one anony-
mous member of Kappa Sigma. “That 
was just the green light that some 
people needed to start calling DJs and 

completely sell us all out. It was a total 
sham.” 
   Despite concerns of authenticity, 
eyewitnesses have testified that most 
party attendees seemed perfectly con-
tent with the set-up of fog machines 
and strobe lights virtually indistin-
guishable from any other themed par-
ty. 

Kappa Sigma Scrambles After Sitar Player Backs Out on
 Woodstock Party Last Minute

By Jack Patton ’18
Staff Writer

   If you have driven through Memphis 
recently, you have probably seen the 
campaign signs. They have popped up 
in every house’s front lawn and crowd 
the street corners of busy intersections. 
Many of these signs belong to Mem-
phis Mayor AC Wharton. Although he 
is the incumbent, Wharton is locked in 
a tight race with City Councilman Jim 
Strickland. On Friday, October 8, the 
Memphis City Elections for Mayor and 

City Council will take place. 
   Liz Rincon, founder of The Rincon 
Strategy Firm, is managing the cam-
paigns of three City Council candidates. 
Ms. Rincon told me about one of her 
candidates, Charles “Chooch” Pickard, 
who is running for the District 5 City 
Council spot that Jim Strickland vacat-
ed to run for Mayor. District 5 is the 
“core of the city” and includes Rhodes.   
According to Ms. Rincon, without an 
incumbent, the race has been “nasty,” 
which can happen in local politics, and 
it is also still wide-open. Ms. Rincon 

told me that one of Mr. Pickard’s op-
ponents threatened to falsely expose 
him for having a Grindr account. Mr. 
Pickard is openly gay, and if he wins, he 
would be the first openly gay Memphis 
City Councilman. Other candidates in-
clude Brandon Echols, Dan Springer, 
Mary Wilder and Worth Morgan, son 
of Allen Morgan - one of the founders 
of Morgan Keegan. 
   You may be asking yourself why you 
should care about local elections. But 
Ms. Rincon explained to me that it 
actually affects the day-to-day lives of 

Memphis residents. If your street lights 
goes out, then you can call your City 
Councilor to get it fixed. 
   Ms. Rincon believes that Memphis 
has not been able to realize its full po-
tential because residents are not polit-
ically engaged and continue to elect 
“fucktards.” She challenges Rhodes stu-
dents to be more involved. This issue is 
close to home for her, as she does not 
want her young daughter to grow up 
and have to leave Memphis.

Local Elections Shake Up Memphis 

Photos Courtesy of Memphis News/Andrew J. Breig
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SportS

The Sou’wester Staff would like to wish our football 
team the best of luck this week as they 

(Yea, Sewanee’s Wrong)

Photos by Ally Limmer“The Orgill Cup aka Tiger Blood Vessel” : The winner of the annual Sewanee-Rhodes football game keeps this commemorative trophy.

Beat Sewanee 

#YSW
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