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  I’ve lost count of the number of hugs 
I have given, received, or witnessed to-
day... We truly are #StrongerTogether, 
and the Rhodes College Democrats are 
eager to continue our work to ensure 
that we all live in a country where our 
differences are welcomed and celebrat-
ed.
   While we respect the office of Pres-
ident of the United States and the 
democratic process, we cannot support 
the acceptance of racism, sexism, xeno-
phobia, ableism, etc. the result of this 
election symbolizes. This election has 
forced us to leave a state of denial about 
the fear and hatred that is so prevalent 
in our country. We could easily plunge 
into never-ending despair, but that 
would prohibit us from moving for-
ward. Instead, this election outlines the 
serious work we have ahead of us, and 
we must turn the emotions we are cur-
rently feeling into action that will drive 
our nation toward the brightest days it 
has ever seen.
   We know it is hard to feel hopeful right 
now, but we are confident that hope 
will come. Be a source of positivity to 
a struggling friend. Show love toward 
a stranger who may see this election 
differently than you do. As Michelle 
Obama said, “When they go low, we go 
high.” That is exactly what we will do. 
There are legislative issues we can unite 
around to ensure progress locally and 
more broadly. Midterm elections will 
happen in just two years, and we can 
make substantial gains in those. Every 
successful mission needs clear cut goals, 
and this election demonstrates what we 
need to work toward.
   While many Americans were swayed 
by fear and hate, those things cannot 
and do not define us. If you’d like to get 
more involved with the Rhodes Col-
lege Democrats, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out. Looking forward to moving 
forward!

Rhodes Reacts to the Presidential Election
College
Democrats' 
Statement

By Robert Brooks '17
President, rhodes College rePubliCans

   First of all, we would like to thank ev-
eryone on campus that worked diligently 
on Hillary Clinton’s campaign for their 
hard work and spirit. Our electoral pro-
cess is a precious thing and anyone who 
spends hours out of his or her day to 
work in it deserves admiration.  
   Furthermore, we believe that the most 
exciting part of this election was the Re-
publican retention of Congress. Led by 
principled, honest and respectable men 
such as Paul Ryan, we sincerely hope that 
they bring a new era of conservative val-
ues and prosperity to the American peo-
ple in the foreseeable future. 
   While it is true that we did not en-
dorse Donald Trump in his campaign for 
President, we feel that America’s desire 
for change was represented in the polls 
and that Donald Trump’s presidency will 
work to unify this country. The elector-
al process has declared him the winner 
of this election and in doing so, Trump 
wins the admiration of this organization. 
It is essential that we, as well educated 
members of society, delegitimize neither 
the sacred office of the Presidency nor 
the electoral process that brought this 
man to it. Our country’s Democracy 
worked the way it was designed to and 
now that the outcome has been decid-
ed we must all, as American citizens and 
Rhodes students, work together to move 
America forward. We have many issues 
to respond to, but this is the greatest 
country on Earth and we do not see that 
changing any time in the next four years. 

College
Republicans' 
Statement
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Peace and love,
The Editors

News

Letter from the Editors
Frightened by my feelings, I only wanna be a relief  -Sufjan Stevens

N O I S E. 

   Commercials, talk shows, debates, radio ads, rallies, family discussions, friend discussions, class discussions, casually overheard discussions, buttons, lawn signs, 
bumper stickers, t-shirts, noise. Since the primaries started, our lives have been inundated with the cacophony of campaigns. The noise continues as the American 
electorate faces an outcome the polls far from predicted, the millennial masses far from expected and a president-elect far from the standard politician. It’s more than 
necessary that America continues to make noise so as to better understand the root of the extreme political divide running through the center of our nation.  However, 
worthwhile noise requires worthwhile silence spent reflecting, examining and analyzing the situation before us. We’ve filled our front page with worthwhile, Rhodes 
noise. And now, we think it’s necessary just to take a deep breath. So, here in our letter, we’d like to provide you with some much needed, worthwhile silence:
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By Meaghan Pickles ’19
Satire editor

   How did the Republican 
Party come to accept Donald 
Trump as its nominee, and 
what does this say about the 
state of modern conservative 
thought? In the lecture “Con-
servatism in the Age of Trump” 
on Thursday Nov. 3, visiting 
philosopher Sir Roger Scru-
ton helped Rhodes students 
grapple with the conservative 
condition in America under 
a unique political climate, in 
what Professor Dan Cullen de-
scribed as “a very odd election 

season” in which conservatives 
“are engaged in a civil war” 
over competing values. 
   Scruton, who has written 
over forty books, used his dry 
wit to acknowledge that his 
brand of philosophy is a rare 
voice on college campuses, 
stating that “since I came out 
as a conservative, I usually 
avoid these sorts of encoun-
ters” with young people. Cul-
len described Scruton, a Ph.D. 
graduate of Cambridge Uni-
versity, as helping facilitate “an 
intellectual earthquake” in his 
home country of Great Britain 
as “the world’s leading conser-

vative philosopher.” 
   Professors Cullen and Ste-
phen Wirls largely focused on 
what conservatism isn’t, name-
ly Donald Trump’s nationalism 
and vision of America. “Don-
ald Trump is not a conserva-
tive. He is not, really, a Repub-
lican,” said Cullen, setting the 
tone for exploring deeper ques-
tions about what a conservative 
actually is. Scruton honed in 
on conservatism as a legitimate 
philosophical ideology, de-
scribing the perspective of our 
social order as “much easier to 
destroy than to conserve” and 
rooted in the basic idea that 

liberty presupposes order. 
   Scruton took pains to defend 
the conservative mind as intel-
lectual property, stating that it 
“sees the world largely in terms 
of its fragility” and is an at-
tempt at conserving moral, ar-
tistic and economic principles 
that are deemed essential to the 
overall order of society. 
   Scruton described his inter-
ests as predominantly “con-
servatism of culture” and “the 
human spirit.” He shared his 
idiosyncratic perspective on 
the evolution of artistic form 
and aestheticism. He criticized 
modern conceptual art as “a re-

pudiation of art, as it rejects art 
in favor of the concept of it,” 
describing his stance as conser-
vative in that while art renews 
itself, it must be rooted in tra-
ditional artistic forms “that re-
quire real discipline.” 
   To Wirls’s initial question 
of, “is a coherent conservatism 
possible?” Scruton’s conclusion 
was that, yes, it is, if only we 
peel back nationalistic rhetoric 
to find conservatism’s intellec-
tual center. This might not be 
found, he insinuated, with the 
current Republican nominee.

“Conservatism in the Age of Trump” 
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By Antonin Scalia ’18
Columnist

“A glance at the past. To bewail it? No: 
that is useless. To learn: that is fruitful.” 
-Josemaria Escriva
   I am sure you have heard it been said 
that “hindsight is 20/20,” a reference to 
our understanding that when looking 
back upon a decision in our life, the 
better choice is always more apparent 
than it seemed in the moment. Some-
times when we reflect on a past deci-
sion, we recognize, with great relief, that 
the decision we made was undoubtedly 
the correct one. Other times, however, 
(and far more painfully, I might add) 
we look back at a time in our life where 
we came across a fork in the road and 
took a path which turned out to be, for 
whatever reason, the wrong one. 
   Sometimes, this decision at the fork 
in the road may be inconsequential, 
resulting in little harm to ourselves or 
others. We shrug our shoulders and 
carry on. Yet there are indeed times in 
which we reflect and see the error in 
our judgement clearly and would love 
nothing more than to have the oppor-
tunity to travel back to that time and 
make the proper choice. 
Depending on the severity of the con-
sequences of our initial choice, we may 
fall into the trap of bemoaning the re-

sults: crying of the apparent unfairness 
in the outcome, screaming within out 
of frustration for what could have been. 
To this point, Saint Josemaria offers 
wise counsel. 
   To focus on what could have been and 
despair over the past is, indeed, useless. 
No good will come of it, and, often 
times, we may cause even further harm 
by dwelling on the past.
   Instead, we must reflect on the past 
from a certain distance; we must ex-
amine what went wrong from the per-
spective of improvement rather than by 
obsessing over what could have been. 
In doing so, not only will we allow 
ourselves a certain element of peace 
and freedom from the past, we will 
be armed with the knowledge of prior 
shortcomings as a template to prevent 
future indiscretions. 
   Going forward, let us seek to live out 
each part of this advice from Saint Jo-
semaria: Firstly, that when we reflect on 
the past it should be nothing more than 
a glance so as not to become consumed 
by what is already done. Secondly, to 
understand that to despair in and be-
moan the past is useless - that no good 
will ever come of it. And, finally, for a 
greater appreciation of the benefits of 
seeking out the lessons within those ex-
periences of the past. 

LinkedIn Workshop 
We will be hosting two workshops with a general overview of LinkedIn, one-
on-one profile advice and an opportunity to have a professional headshot tak-
en. The workshops will be in Barret 033 at 4 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 16 and 

3:30 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 17.
For more information email careers@rhodes.edu

Following The Way

QEP Update
By Professor Matt Weeks
Contributing Writer

 Just before the end of the 2016 spring 
semester, the College announced the 
start of a process to select the institu-
tion’s next Quality Enhancement Plan. 
An institutional review process led to 
the generation of four proposals:

• Helping Students Envision Life af-
ter Rhodes

• The Foundations Portfolio
• Developing an Equity-Minded 

Community
• Translating Academic Study and 

Personal Concern into Action
   
   All the proposals aligned with the 
College’s Mission Statement and ad-
dressed important issues on our cam-

pus. Following a comment and sug-
gestion-gathering phase, community 
members were asked to rank their pref-
erences. On Nov. 2, 2016, the Presi-
dent’s Staff announced that “Helping 
Students Envision Life after Rhodes” 
was the clear favorite among our facul-
ty, staff and students. 
   This initiative, which demonstrates 
the college’s commitment to student 
development, aims to help “…students 
develop the insights and tools needed 
to make the transition from an intense 
residential liberal arts environment to 
their professional commitments in the 
world.”  

   As the project developments, student 
involvement will be needed! So, keep 
your eyes out for more information on 
this exciting new initiative.
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Novemberfest Review

By David Morar ’19
strops editor

   Novemberfest, hosted this past Satur-
day Nov. 5 by the Pack and sponsored 
by RAB, was an... interesting event. We 
at the Sou’Wester were very excited for 
the occasion to showcase our cooking 
to the entire campus. Unfortunately, 
the event was actually very small and 
never seemed to reach full-swing or any 
sort of resolution. 
   Apparently, a tent was expected to be 
acquired from Athletics but never was, 

and word hadn’t really gotten out to the 
entire campus. This was evident when 
barely anyone showed up to sample the 
food prepared, even though a myriad of 
students were bustling about on the frat 
porches looking hungry. 
   In any case, we would like to thank 
RAB and the Pack for putting on this 
event, even though we were a bit dis-
appointed by its scope. Hopefully this 
event will be bigger and better next year 
because we have some culinary ideas 
waiting to be unleashed. 

Photo courtesy of The Pack Facebook Page

“#WINNING”: Congrats to Spencer Beckman (above) and Laura Hernandez for each 
winning a Gibson’s gift certificate at Novemberfest!



          

Page 4 November 11, 2016The Sou’wester

Within the Gates

By Jack Patton ’18
Staff Writer

 Last Thursday Nov. 3 in 
Blount Auditorium, Beth Ed-
wards began her artist talk by 
sharing the three things that 
her paintings are about: the 
“position” and “emotions” of 
women, time’s transitory na-
ture and things that only mat-
ter to her.  
   Edwards’ early paintings con-

cerned female sexuality and life 
at home. For example, in her 
1993 painting Breakfast – a 
still life of heels, men’s dress 
shoes and breakfast food on 
the floor – she tried to bring 
attention to the features of do-
mestic life and “the gender dis-
tribution of power.”  Edwards’ 
“Lying Woman” paintings fea-
ture her friends reclining in 
their underwear, eyes-closed, 
to provide an uncommon, real-

istic depiction of middle-aged 
women’s sexuality.
   Eventually, Edwards moved 
on to making “character paint-
ings” of little dolls. She talked 
about how current events in-
fluenced these works; her Lost 
paintings of male dolls whis-
tling for a lost dog came out of 
the despair she felt during the 
worst part of the Iraq War. In 
the end, Edwards’ art helped 
her emerge from her depres-

sion. Painting her “characters 
having the best day of their 
life,” lifted her spirits.
   Recently, Edwards has begun 
painting flowers, which she will 
continue to do for the “fore-
seeable future.” In explaining 
the different turns her art has 
taken, Edwards said that she 
does not “control or force” her 
art but, rather allows it to be 
“driven by where her own af-
finities are.” Though Edwards’ 

art has changed over time, it all 
involves intense observation of 
some thing or things, wheth-
er it be a flower or breakfast 
food, that mattered to her and 
should matter to us.        
   Beth Edwards’ exhibit Over 
Time, featuring paintings from 
throughout her career, opened 
last Friday in the Clough Art 
Gallery and will be displayed 
there until Dec. 3. 

Artist Talk: Beth Edwards

By Alexus Rias ’17
Contributing opinion Writer

 
  Where does Rhodes begin, as 
an institution and as a collec-
tive of individuals, to sign and 
practice a Commitment to Di-
versity? Where do we truly start 
to foster an “open learning en-
vironment” where students can 
truly develop “an appreciation 
of diverse perspectives” that 
creates an “openness to learn-
ing about and experiencing 
cultural diversity?” 
   Just because these words are 
written in our Commitment to 
Diversity does not mean they 
are reflected in the education of 
the student population. If they 
were, a student would not have 
been ignorant of the painful 
and frightening historical and 
personal significance of a mon-
key hanging on a noose.
   So, where do we begin? We 

begin with changing our edu-
cation at Rhodes so that it fos-
ters what is called an Integra-
tive Disposition. An Integrative 
Disposition is the ability to 
practice reflexive interpretation 
as a way of approaching expe-
riences and interacting with 
people. In other words, an in-
tegrative disposition acknowl-
edges the incompleteness of 
one’s own personal perspective, 
realizing that it is a product of 
one’s own singular experiences, 
thoughts, environment, social 
positioning, etc. 
   The key word here is “singu-
lar,” which is inherently aligned 
with the word “limited.” A 
person’s singular experiences, 
thoughts or social environ-
ments are limited. Therefore, 
a single person’s ability to un-
derstand things outside of their 
own personal bubble is limited. 
It is the responsibility of our 

liberal arts education to expose 
these limitations and encour-
age us to seek input beyond our 
own understanding.
   The educational structure we 
have now, especially when it 
comes to our Search and Life 
classes, effectively ignores the 
minority contributions to this 
world and its wealth of literary 
brilliance. The white contribu-
tion, specifically the white male 
contribution, is over-exaggerat-
ed, leaving little to no room for 
the MLK’s, W.E.B Dubois’s, 
Zora Neale Hurston’s, Simone 
de Beauvoir’s, Ghandi’s, etc. of 
the world. 
   In the words of Ossie Davis, a 
famous African American actor 
and civil rights activist, quot-
ed in Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
speech, “Where do we go from 
here?,” education at Rhodes, 
“should be reconstructed so 
that teachers will not be forced 

to teach the Negro child sixty 
ways to despise himself, and 
thereby perpetuate his false 
sense of inferiority, and the 
white child 134 ways to adore 
himself, and thereby perpetu-
ate his false sense of superior-
ity.” 
   This quote can be applied 
to any minority population at 
Rhodes who feels bombarded 
with white-dominated texts 
that fail to acknowledge their 
ethnic importance.
   I really believe incoming stu-
dents would benefit more from 
real-life, factual narratives of 
writers listed above - or even of 
the students on campus - than 
from the “what if ’s” and fic-
tional scenarios (a tactic more 
than likely to be used in the 
new First Year Seminar) that 
stimulate the brain to produce 
a one-and-done solution to rac-
ism, sexism and homophobia 

but do nothing to awaken the 
heart and produce an internal 
change that initiates the pro-
cess of developing an Integra-
tive Disposition.
   Without this integrative dis-
position, we use our limited 
perspectives to make judge-
ments about the world, setting 
them up as the standard to 
which every other perspective 
is the deviant. This is problem-
atic because it allows a white 
student on campus to tell me, 
a black student, that I am over-
acting when I walk past West 
Village and see a monkey (a 
powerful symbol used in our 
history to represent and hu-
miliate black people) hanging 
from a noose and become an-
gry, frightened and feel a pain 
that I have not enough words 
in this editorial to describe. 

Opinion: Where Do We Begin….?

By Warren Socher ’19 
and Will Morrow ’19
Satire WriterS

   Before, we would have nev-
er imagined this possible, but 
first-year Thim Eversteen was 
able to resist eating at the Cath-
erine Burrow refectory for the 
entire semester, until last week 
when his mother, Mrs. Ever-
steen, devastatingly bitched 
him out for wasting the exor-
bitant amount of money she 

spent on a meal plan that in-
cludes chicken-shaped chunks 
marinated in polyurethane. 
   However, this debacle has 
lead the Sou’wester team to a 
fresh new discovery. 
   Supposedly, if any semblance 
of chicken was actually used, 
these poultry impersonators 
never see any sunlight in the 
processing facilities from birth 
until death, according to the 
Sou’wester’s very own staff 
sleuth. 

   Upon entering the Rat to in-
dulge in a mutated meal, Thim 
noticed that all of the workers 
had bright, yellow eyes. From 
this point in his account, we 
wondered: could it have been 
from the slightly irradiated 
Korean tofu noodles, or have 
these workers themselves nev-
er seen a glimpse of sunlight? 
Thim appeared slightly bewil-
dered when relaying his experi-
ence to our sleuth, stating that 
“this some Plato caves shit.” 

   Aramark, known for its un-
ethical sourcing of food prod-
ucts, seems to have mutated 
their employees’ physiology (as 
well as hopes, dreams, etc.) to 
endure working without expo-
sure to sunlight, fresh air or ba-
sic sustenance, for that matter. 
   In other news, we have re-
cently discovered that Aramark 
scientists have ingeniously 
found a way to bestow sen-
tience upon Brussels Sprouts 
so that they can subsequently 

harm them as well, as appar-
ently they have gotten bored 
terrorizing their other meat 
sources. 
   Reports tell us that the abun-
dance of prisons Aramark 
sources love the influx of Brus-
sels Sprouts infused burgers, 
hotdogs and lasagnas, with the 
consensus being that you can 
hardly even taste the pain. 

Spotlamp: Aramark Employees Have Allegedly 
Never Seen Sunlight
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Majority Leader Senator Mark Norris 
Visits Rhodes College
By Warren Socher ’19
Staff Writer

   
   Last Wednesday Nov. 2, 
Rhodes was graced with a 
mighty political presence in 
the Tennessee state govern-
ment: majority leader Senator 
Mark Norris. 
   Senator Norris was host-
ed on behalf of the Rhodes 
College Republicans and the 
Political Science department 
to speak about the status of 
the Republican party as well 
as his own personal history 
as a politician in Tennessee. 
Senator Norris has served on 
the 102nd through the 109th 
general assemblies in the state. 
He touched upon issues such 
as his obligation to support 
Donald Trump as the Repub-
lican presidential candidate on 
the sole premise that the Re-
publican party supports him, 

despite governor Bill Haslam’s 
denouncement of Trump. 
   Despite spending years in 
state politics, he said he was 
glad he was not elected to con-
gress in 2002. He supported 
this with different anecdotes of 
his poor treatment by various 
Tennessee congressmen, claim-
ing that his presence was treat-
ed as “incidental, not integral” 
in the political process. 
   However, a strong social me-
dia presence is integral for good 
publicity, Norris believes. To 
boost his presence on the web, 
Norris hired a service that near-
ly doubled his number of fol-
lowers on Twitter. In fact, Ted 
Cruz did the very same thing, 
with the very same service, ac-
cording to Norris. He eventu-
ally decided that the thousands 
of dollars he was paying was 
not worth the facade of Twit-
ter fame, so he stopped using 

this social media booster. De-
spite this, he is wary enough to 
never be caught dead taking a 
picture with a Democrat, spe-
cifically our nation’s president, 
which, he stated, would be a 
“death-wish.” 
   With regards to the current 
state of affairs of the great 
American mud-slinging con-
test known as the 2016 elec-
tion, Senator Norris tagged 
Clinton and Trump as, respec-
tively, “the devil you know ver-
sus the devil you don’t know,” 
as if the entire nation is un-
aware of Trump’s extensive 
track record of racism, misog-
yny and many other blunders. 
   Norris stated that both candi-
dates are on the same spectrum 
of attention-grabbing in an ef-
fort to secure their votes wher-
ever they can. He determined 
that the problem with Clinton 
to be that she would not be 

able to act upon her promises 
as president, but, when asked 
about Trump, he declared it to 
be the same thing. 
   The twelve-member audi-
ence at the function accurately 

reflected one of Senator Mark 
Norris’s final comments re-
garding the state of the Repub-
lican party: the party is healing 
like chemotherapy - what does 
not kill it will heal it. 

          

By Meaghan Pickles ’19 
Satire editor

1. Cough in class, exposing 
yourself as the dirty scoundrel 
you are, instead of holding it 
in until your eyes water. 

2. Admit the full extent to 
which you scheme. 

3. Buy a woman food.

4. Remember a tailgate. 
 

5. Say, “I am comfortable with 
decisions I made during and 
after formal.”

6. Disclose that you did not 
vote for Bernie in the prima-
ries.

7. Expose that you do not un-
derstand modern art. 

8. Be frugal with your Lynx 
Bucks instead of going fucking 
wild in the Middle Ground. 

9. Be self-aware. 

10. Keep your eyes on your 
homework when someone 
passes you in the library. 

Breaking the Rules: 10 Ways to Stray from Rhodes 
Social Etiquette

Annual Diwali Event a Success for S.A.M.O.S.A.
By Sabrina Gandy ’20 
and Ellie Johnson ’20
Staff WriterS

   
   This past Sunday Nov. 6, 
Rhodes College S.A.M.O.S.A. 
hosted their annual Diwali 
show filled with lots of food, 
dancing, traditional activities 
and even its own snapchat fil-
ter. The organization began 
planning in September, creat-
ing budgets and preparing their 
advertising. The event garnered 
about 180 attendees. During 

the event, various members 
of S.A.M.O.S.A. participat-
ed in and choreographed five 
different dances. Food was ca-
tered by Saffron, a local Indian 
restaurant. The food included 
entrees of chicken tikka masa-
la, paneer tikka masala, matter 
paneer, naan and samosas. For 
dessert, they served a mango 
lassi drink and lab jamun. 
   Diwali, also known as the fes-
tival of lights, originated from 
people of the Hindu religion 
in India. However, nowadays 

it is celebrated by most people 
in India, regardless of their re-
ligious beliefs. Members of the 
club, Alisha Patel and Mira Pa-
tel, introduced the holiday to 
those who attended. “While 
different religions have differ-
ent stories behind the holiday, 
they all have the common idea 
of heralding light, compas-
sion and knowledge as tools 
to oust the darkness, apathy 
and ignorance in this world,” 
S.A.M.O.S.A. President Mira 
Patel explained. 

   Diwali is also celebrated for 
the Hindu new year. “People 
light diyas, or candles, and 
turn on all of their lights, clean 
their houses, wear new cloth-
ing, and pray to Lakshmi, the 
goddess of prosperity, to ensure 
an auspicious and blessed new 
year,” S.A.M.O.S.A. Vice-Pres-
ident Alisha Patel said. 
   S.A.M.O.S.A members be-
lieve that this event contributes 
to enhancing the campus’s cul-
ture and diversity. “I think in 
terms of diversity, Rhodes has 

evolved a lot. It’s important for 
our community to learn about 
other communities and cul-
tures and to take part in these 
traditions. I would hope that 
this event would encourage 
students to want to learn more 
about different cultures in our 
world and spark conversations 
about what they’ve learned,” 
Alisha Patel shared.



November 11, 2016Page 6 The Sou’wester

Beyond the Gates

By Sarah Link ’19 
Contributing Writer

   
  As this week ends, so ends 
the 19th annual Indie Mem-
phis Film Festival. For me, the 
weeks leading up to this fes-
tival have been exciting, but 
they have also been challeng-
ing. Before starting my intern-
ship, I was naïve about how 
film festivals were put together. 
I soon discovered that it takes 
copious amounts of planning, 
sponsorship and hard-working 
people to make a film festival 
run smoothly. It also requires a 
community of supporters who 
are willing to take a chance on 
our film selections and support 
us before, during and after the 
festival commences. 
   Beyond doing my regular 
in-office responsibilities of 
creating passes and discount 
codes for our attendees, I also 
worked at community events 
leading up to the festival. 
   Of these events, being a part 
of our first annual Indie Mem-
phis Youth Film Festival was 
particularly inspiring. Over 
one hundred grade school stu-
dents from across the city of 
Memphis came to the Hallo-
ran Center for Performing Arts 
to attend a day full of work-
shops put on by local filmmak-
ers. Several of the students in 

attendance were, in fact, film-
makers themselves. 
   Following the format of our 
main festival, the student films 
were screened back-to-back to 
a packed theatre, and the night 
concluded with an award show 
hosted by Craig Brewer (di-
rector of Hustle & Flow). The 
few student films that I had 
the chance to watch truly im-
pressed me. I think Memphis 
has a bright future in filmmak-
ing if these student films were 
any indication of what is to 
come. It was inspiring to see 
so many young people express-
ing themselves creatively and 
being brave enough to submit 
their work. 
   Their enthusiasm continued 

well after the end of the show 
as the students left with new 
friends and potential co-cre-
ators, ready to lead the charge 
in next year’s festival. 
   As far as the main festival is 
concerned, I could not be hap-
pier with how things came to-
gether. There were many long 
nights and early mornings, but 
every minute was worth the 
struggle. Despite our rather de-
pressing docket of films shown 
at this year’s festival, everyone 
in attendance seemed ecstatic 
to be there. 
   Filmmakers, show-runners, 
volunteers and attendees min-
gled before and after the films, 
sharing their thoughts on what 
they saw on-screen. That in-

tersection between creators 
and viewers, relatively unique 
to the film festival experience, 
is something I find extremely 
valuable to our community.    
With the rapid advancement 
of social technology that dis-
tances our interpersonal dia-
logues, I found it refreshing 
to see people having face-to-
face conversations about art-
work into which passionate 
filmmakers have poured their 
hearts and souls. 
   I have been extremely fortu-
nate to be given this opportu-
nity to work with Indie Mem-
phis. Through this experience, 
the greatest gain I have made is 
in the courage to try: to reach 
out, shake a stranger’s hand 

and introduce myself. In this 
way, I have met some amazing-
ly passionate and hard-working 
movers, thinkers and creators 
who have encouraged me to 
follow my own passions. I will 
always cherish my time spent 
with Indie Memphis, and I 
look forward to working with 
the film festival community in 
the coming years. 
   The fun does not end when 
the festival comes to a close – 
we have plenty of events com-
ing up!
   If you are interested in get-
ting involved with Indie Mem-
phis, go to indiememphis.com
or shoot me an email: 
linsg-19@rhodes.edu

South of Beale: A Review
By David Morar ’19 
And Will  Morrow ’19
Staff editorS

  
 Think back to the last time 
you had a great meal. 
   No, I don’t mean the last 
time you had good food or just 
ate with great friends; a meal is 
more than the sum of its parts 
- it’s an extrasensory experience 
made up of food, service, com-
pany, atmosphere and loca-
tion. It’s a memory you know 
is going to be great while you’re 
making it, the sense that you’re 

in the “good ol’ days” before 
they’re even in the past. 
   South of Beale, a gastropub 
located on Main St. in Down-
town Memphis, was the setting 
of one of the best meals we’ve 
had in awhile. We had the 
pleasure of dining at SOB with 
a group of our closest friends 
this past Saturday night Nov. 
5, and it was fantastic. 
   SOB is a tiny restaurant, 
about a quarter of the size of 
your typical Applebee’s, and 
the atmosphere that its size al-
lows to blossom is a beautiful 

thing. Upon entering, we im-
mediately noticed the gentle 
lighting reflecting off of the 
swirling grain of the wooden 
bar, along with the murmured 
conversations of a small crowd 
stuck in momentary bliss. 
   The menu was short, but 
its quality was undeniable. 
Amidst a selection consisting 
of angus burgers, ahi tuna, red 
snapper and duck fried rice, 
David chose the Duck Patty 
melt, a sandwich so exquisite 
that it could order a Manhat-
tan at Papa John’s Pizza and 

quietly sip it while staring in-
tently into the delivery guy’s 
eyes until it gets its pizza for 
free.    
   The juiciness of the duck pat-
ty, combined with an assort-
ment of sautéed veggies and a 
melted layer of gouda cheese, 
made for one of the best sand-
wiches we’ve ever tried, hands 
down. Too bad the buns were 
just thick-cut white bread, be-
cause if those were the wheat 
berry from the Lair I might’ve 
had to give Teddis an assort-
ment of hand-cut roses and 

share my Jazzy Dinner playlist 
with him on Spotify. 
   Will wasn’t feeling too hungry, 
so he just kinda watched….but 
hey. It was tight. The compa-
ny is more important than the 
food, anyways. 
   Make a reservation, go down-
town and try out South of 
Beale. You’ll be doing yourself 
and - and whoever you bring 
with you - a favor. 

Seven Days. Dozens of Films. One 
Amazing Internship.  
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Rhodes Club Ice Hockey Skates into New Season
By Ellie Johnson ’20
Staff Writer

   
   As the club ice hockey season 
approaches, the team is look-
ing forward to what the season 
has in store. So far, the team 
has played one game against 
Hendrix which ended in a 
3-3 tie. In comparison to their 
performances just a couple 
of years ago, the team agrees 
that they have improved a lot. 
“When I was named a captain, 

the club was very small, and 
it’s grown quite a lot over these 
years. I would also say that the 
skill level of the players on the 
team has increased every year,” 
senior Lee Silberberg shared.
   One of the biggest issues the 
team faces is recruiting players 
each season. “The most chal-
lenging aspect for our team is 
probably how small our roster 
is. Last year, we would always 
play a great first two periods, 
but then we’d kind of wear out 

at the end,” junior Casey Iskra 
commented. However, some of 
the players believe that this set-
back might give the team more 
of an incentive to work better 
together out on the rink. “Our 
biggest strength is probably the 
way we work together on the 
ice. It might not be the pretti-
est sight, but you start getting 
some real tape to tape motion,” 
Iskra added. 
   Although ice hockey is not 
a highly conspicuous sport at 

Rhodes, the team remains con-
fident in its abilities on the ice. 
As for their goals this season, 
the players are hoping for more 
support from the Rhodes com-
munity at their games. On top 
of this, some of the players are 
hoping that they can start an 
actual collegiate conference in 
the future. “I’m hoping that the 
team will be able to play three 
or four successful inter-college/
intra-SAA games this year with 
our awesome student body to 

cheer us on. I’m also hoping 
that by playing other colleges, 
we’ll be able to create some-
thing like an SAA conference 
for hockey, even if it’s not an 
official SAA sanctioned body,” 
Silberberg said. 
   Make sure to come out to the 
team’s games if you’re interest-
ed in supporting our Ice Hock-
ey team! It will mean a lot to 
a group of guys trying to carve 
out a name for their team on 
campus. 

Centre at Center Stage for Final Home Game

By Ellie Johnson ’20
Staff Writer

   
 The Rhodes football team 
played their last home game 
this past Saturday Nov. 5 
against Centre, finishing the 
game with a 28-66 loss. De-
spite the frustrating defeat, the 
players recognized their devo-
tion and hard work through-
out the game. “It was a tough 
game to get through because 
we got in a hole early, but our 

guys played tough the entire 
game and never stopped giving 
100% effort every play,” senior 
Tyler Douglas said. 
   This being the last home 
game of the season, the players 
agreed it was upsetting to lose 
on their home turf. For some 
of the senior players, the game 
brought back years of mem-
ories from playing on Crain 
field. Senior Brandon Box re-
marked, “Playing in the last 
home game as a senior is sur-

real. It seems like just yesterday 
I was lacing up the cleats as a 
freshman, and now my career 
is almost at its end.” 
   Despite their defeat, the play-
ers agree that they have grown 
individually and collectively 
throughout the past season. 
“This team has been faced 
with adversity since the spring, 
when we had to acclimate to a 
brand new coaching staff and 
the trials that followed. I feel 
like every time a situation arose 

with either injury or misfor-
tune, we grew closer together 
as a family and embraced the 
challenges,” sophomore P.J. 
Settles stated.
   With one more game left in 
the season, the team is looking 
to defeat Millsaps this upcom-
ing Saturday. The players be-
lieve that if they can end this 
season with a win, then they 
can hopefully start the next 
one off on the right track. 
Douglas adds, “I’m hoping the 

guys that will still be here next 
year can keep that momentum 
going in the seasons to come 
and produce some conference 
championships moving for-
ward.” 
   Rhodes Football plays their 
next game at Millsaps on Sat-
urday the Nov. 12. Make sure 
to wish the guys good luck 
around campus, and don’t hes-
itate to go support the team in 
Miss. this weekend! 

Photo courtesy of Rhodes Athletics
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I Am Perfectly Willing to Devote My Life to Making Jokes 
About Donald J. Trump’s Penis
By Meaghan Pickles ’19
Satire editor

   Now, let’s be clear: I am more 
than willing to throw away my 
livelihood and any chance at a 
personally enriching future in 
order to relentlessly make jokes 
about our next president’s 
small penis. 
   Although our president-elect 
has stated vehemently that 
there is “no problem” with the 
size of his member, I intend on 

disputing this every day over 
the next four years with crass 
jokes about its size, shape, 
length and overall capacity for 
performance. 
   I am willing to assert, time 
and time again, that our new 
Commander in Chief has an 
incredibly small wang, lead-
ing to a Napoleon complex of 
insecure masculinity and mys-
teriously frequent usage of the 
word “huge.” I will devote my-
self to reminding everyone, no 

matter what the cost, that his 
giant buildings are a Freudian 
case of trying to compensate 
for lack of man-meat and that, 
although fellow fascist leader 
Adolf Hitler famously had a 
micropenis, Trump’s is proba-
bly even smaller. 
   I know that with this un-
yielding purpose, I run the risk 
of some hard jail time with 
this shrimp-dick kook jacking 
off his tiny pecker in the Oval 
Office. However, Rhodes built 

me for prison. I already sustain 
myself on an Aramark diet and 
am exposed to very little sun-
light. I could still tweet pro-
lifically about Donald’s penis 
from Guantanamo Bay with a 
less-shitty cellular provider. 
   Let’s not downplay just how 
serious I am about all this. 
I will remain confident and 
steadfast in my contention 
that if you measured Donald 
Trump’s penis with a ruler, the 
outcome would sound mathe-

matically dubious. 
   At this point I have a tre-
mendous drive and nothing to 
lose. Come hell or high water, 
for the next four years or as 
long as I remain alive, I will re-
mind everyone that Donald J. 
Trump has a chode. 
   Just to reiterate: our next 
president, the famous busi-
nessman Mr. Trump, has the 
smallest penis in the entire 
world. 

By Saneela Tameez  ’20
Staff Writer

 
   This past Friday, I witnessed 
the Rhodes Theater produc-
tion of Candide, and I truly 
enjoyed every moment. Every 
moment of the play was filled 
with priceless hilarity, enlight-
ening philosophy and dark un-
dertones which were balanced 
perfectly in one mind-bending 
plot line.
   I have never read Candide 
or seen the play, so I did not 
know what to expect going in. 
Many students on campus sim-
ply explained to me that it was 
a play within a play (which is 
very true, but it is also so much 
more). Candide is about a man 
named Candide trying to dis-
cover why horrendous things 
happen in life while continu-

ously being thwarted by every 
obstacle in life as he tries to 
find his love, Cundaganda. 
   The play did not restrict it-
self solely to the main-char-
acter, Candide, but included 
other characters from different 
points in time. For example, 
the play included a mother 
struggling to see her horren-
dous past made into a film by 
hollywood writers, a teenage 
girl exasperated and done with 
the ways of the world and an 
entire ancient society trying to 
grasp the meaning of philoso-
phy. Even though this plot set-
up may seem complicated, it 
actually worked out beautifully 
in the end due to a well-writ-
ten, consistent script. I do have 
to give a fair warning,  though, 
to some viewers: this might not 
be the best play to see with a 

parent because there is a scene 
with a very long, theatrical or-
gasm. 
   There are so many aspects of 
the play I need to recognize. 
First of all, the actors and ac-
tresses performed amazingly! 
Specifically, the actress who 
portrayed Cundangan elo-
quently showed so much raw 
emotion; her performance was 
so moving that there were sev-
eral audience members crying 
at the end of the play. The ac-
tor who portrayed Candide 
(first-year Robbie Morefield) 
also did such a wonderful job. 
He was able to woo audience 
members with his declaration 
of love while simultaneously 
disturbing the audience with 
his vanity and flaws. Every cast 
member, through their evident 
dedication to their characters, 

was able to marvelously bring 
life to the words on the stript.
   I also have to give a shout 
out to the tech crew for the 
play. The technological effects 
added throughout the play 
were amazing. The scene where 
Candide is whisked away by a 
farting sheep was fantastic, and 
the sound effects and images 
displayed through the projec-
tor is what truly sold some of 
the scenes. 
   I asked Morefield what he 
would say to Rhodes students 
to get them to come out and 
see the play, and he responded, 
“the play is just another way for 
students to expand upon their 
academic horizon since we’re 
at a liberal arts college where 
that’s highly stressed. And also, 
it’s important at such a small 
school to support the commu-

nity in as many ways you can!” 
   I asked an audience member 
if she would be willing to share 
her favorite part of the play and 
a message to the Rhodes com-
munity. She replied excitedly, 
“my favorite was the El Dorado 
scene because, although it was 
funny, it still made you think, 
and the singing was pretty 
catchy. The ending scene was 
also really good and emotion-
al. The acting was phenome-
nal!” She continued, “Rhodes 
students should come to the 
play because it’s a completely 
different experience than what 
you’d expect. The play itself is 
surprisingly thought-provok-
ing and yet still comical. Plus, 
the actors are overall very tal-
ented.” 

Candide: A Play Within a Play and Farting Sheeps Galore 
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