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Students of Rhodes College,
   The Sou’wester is under new 
leadership. Although we know 
no one will compare to our 
departing editor-in-chief, Zoe 
Laulederkind ’18, we are excit-
ed for the year ahead and what 
the Sou’wester will bring to the 
Rhodes community. 
   First, about us—Jordan 
Hulseberg ’19 is a philosophy 

major and political science mi-
nor from Chicago, IL. Hulse-
berg has been with the paper 
for one year. While on staff, he 
created the paper’s Spotlight 
Team and served in positions 
such as spotlight bureau chief, 
copy editor and deputy edi-
tor-in-chief. He is an avid West 
Wing fan, a collector of classic 
rock records and has a pet sug-
ar glider.
   William Morrow ’19 is also a 
philosophy major and is from 
Knoxville, TN. Morrow has 

been with the newspaper for 
one and a half years. While on 
staff, he has been a constant 
contributor and has served as 
deputy editor-in-chief as well. 
He makes techno music under 
the name “nrvvs,” is a music 
journalist and is currently writ-
ing a film.
   The two of us promise to 
have a paper with integrity. In 
doing so, we will always strive 
to deliver you news you de-
serve to know, present to you 
the best form of the argument 

and to never hurt anyone un-
necessarily. 
   Furthermore, we recognize 
the importance of an indepen-
dent newspaper. As a result, 
we will resist any attempts by 
the college administration to 
review or censor the Sou’west-
er prior to its publication. We 
will not be afraid to be critical 
of the college, its practices and 
Rhodes Student Government. 
At the same time, we hope 
you too will be critical of our 
work and drive us toward the 

highest degree of journalistic 
excellence.
   We hope you will do one 
more thing—join the news-
paper! The newspaper is the 
most democratic institution 
a body of students can create. 
It belongs to one group just 
as much as it does to anoth-
er. This is your newspaper as 
much as it is ours. Therefore, 
we invite you to join our team. 
It’s easy to idly criticize what 
we do, but if you genuinely 
want to see improvement, join.

ZZ Packer: Dazzles Rhodes with Readings 

By Meg Jerit ’20
staff WritEr 

   Students and faculty gathered 
to listen to author ZZ Packer 
as she both hushed and ignited 
the audience with her readings 
on April 6. 
   With eyes radiating back at 
the kind literary audience be-
neath her, she read her short 
story “Brownies.” She followed 
this with a reading of a differ-

ent story she has been working 
on. 
   Packer offered her evolving 
new work, warning that she 
may edit while she spoke. It 
was an incredible tease as she 
took the audience to the scene 
of a post-emancipation setting 
where the narrator is running 
from dogs with his deaf sister, 
Mary Celeste. He conveys feel-
ings of fear and frustration as 
they hide in separate trees. 

   Then, Packer gifted the lis-
teners with her humble words 
of wisdom and profound writ-
ing advice. She advised to read 
anything and everything. She 
recalled memories of going to 
a storeroom in her school as a 
child and reading whatever was 
available to her. She further en-
couraged the listeners to chal-
lenge themselves; 
   Packer referenced Ulysses as 
how she pushed herself as a de-

veloping reader and writer. Her 
favorite pieces of work include 
authors such as Shakespeare, 
Nabokov, Morrison and James 
Alan Macpherson—though 
she emphasized how every-
thing she reads is impactful. 
   In terms of writing, Pack-
er said the most important 
thing to do is to find time. She 
sets aside time in her life and 
switches up her environment 
to wherever feels the most con-

ducive to writing. She gives 
herself prompts to keep her 
creativity flowing. Packer ad-
vised students to “be aware of 
yourself as writer,” always keep 
asking questions while writing 
and to know when the story is 
not working. 
   Charismatic and good-na-
tured, ZZ Packer graced 
Rhodes with her presence, in-
spiration and knowledge. 
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Onions, Sugar Cane, Cuban History
By Katie Brewster ’18
Staff Writer

   Originally, a small lecture 
room in Buckman Hall was 
reserved for Dr. Louis Marti-
nez-Fernandez’s lecture, “Peel-
ing the Onion of Cuban Cul-
ture: A Digital Essay.” 
   Ten minutes before it start-
ed, however, the classroom had 
been reduced to standing only. 
Five minutes later, there were 

people standing in the hallway 
hoping someone inside may 
decide to leave. It appeared as 
though every student currently 
taking a Spanish class had at-
tended. After some time, the 
audience moved to Blount Au-
ditorium where every seat was 
filled.
   Martinez-Fernandez used the 
lecture to talk less about his-
toric political tensions between 
the United States and Cuba, a 

topic well-covered in American 
history classes, and more about 
the important parts of Cuban 
history from the perspective 
of someone born in Havana. 
He discussed the struggle to 
overcome racial tensions after 
a long history of slavery. He 
continued with depictions of 
Cuban artists, dance styles and 
food. 
   In the question and answer 
portion of the lecture, a pro-

fessor asked if the title was a 
metaphor referencing the tears 
that come with examining the 
tough history of Martinez-Fer-
nandez’s home country. He 
replied, “Well, that’s a good 
thought, but no. I was really 
just trying to reference the al-
most neverending layers of Cu-
ban culture.”
   Dr. Martinez-Fernandez 
has been a history professor 
at the University of Central 

Florida as an expert on Lat-
in America. He has published 
an award-winning novel titled 
Revolutionary Cuba: A History. 
As well as being an expert on 
Cuban history, he has a deep 
knowledge of Puerto Rico, cer-
tain regions of Latin America 
and Hispanics and Latinos in 
the United States.

Zoe Laulederkind on Two Years with the Sou’wester

2015-2016, Sophomore Year, “DUCK FACES”
Editors-in-Chief: Doug Fetterman ’16 (at top), Ally Limmer ’16 
(bottom right), Zoe Laulederkind ’18 (bottom left)

Spring 2015, Freshman Year, 
“SELFIE WITH 1ST EDITION 
SINCE PAPER RESTARTED”
Editors-in-Chief: Christian 
Baum ’15 (left), Zoe Lauleder-
kind ’18 (right)

Fall 2016, Junior 
Year, “SURPRISE”
Editors-in-Chief: 
Zoe Lauleder-
kind ’18 (left), 
Christian Wiggs 
’18 (right)

Spring 2017, Junior 
Year, “BASIC”
Editors-in-Chief: Will 
Morrow ’19 (left), Zoe 
Laulederkind ’18 (right)
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Rhodes Cycle: A Theatrical Experiment

By Katie Brewster ’18
Staff Writer

   What happens when you 
cram together the theatre de-
partment, the search program, 
the Greek and Roman studies 
department, the theatre guild, 
Weightless Aerial, University 
of Memphis theatre, Mem-
phis University School, Caza-
teatro bilingual theatre group, 
Crosstown Arts, Central High 
School and Rhodes-Mellon 
fellows into a single two and a 
half hour outdoor show? You 
get an insane work of ingenu-
ity depicting the stories of the 
Bible in a way that could keep 
any person thoroughly enter-
tained.
   With faces covered in dra-
matic masks, the members of 
Theatre 301 explained the con-
cept of the show: each group 
would depict a scene from the 
Bible until the story had been 
told from beginning to end, 

except the story of Jonah, be-
cause they “didn’t budget for a 
whale.”
   The show began with a 
breathtaking aerial show in 
front of Burrow Hall as stu-
dents wrapped themselves in 
pieces of silk and climbed up 
into the air to mimic the fall 
of the angels. They moved to 
the tune of Leonard Cohen’s 
Hallelujah setting the tone for 
the rest of the night’s surpris-
es. Two second semester search 
classes told the gathered crowd, 
which was full of professors, 
students and children, their 
version of the creation story 
and Eden. The Diehl statue 
played a starring role, dressed 
as God.
   From there, Genesis con-
tinued in a more serious fash-
ion as a small cast of actors 
from Crosstown Arts told 
the treacherous tale of Cain’s 
betrayal of his brother Abel. 
Memphis University School’s 

depiction of the flood took the 
humorous route—capitalizing 
on the humor of pretending 
one is in a vast ark while in a 
small wooden boat in the mid-
dle of Oak Alley. Noah’s fami-
ly was busy being crowded by 
the amount of manure all the 
animals on Earth create. Two 
young women wondered how 
they were supposed to repop-
ulate the Earth with no men 
as “God” proudly unfurled a 
rainbow flag and proclaimed 
love for all.
   The emotional highlight 
of the evening was the Uni-
versity of Memphis’ theatre 
group’s telling of Abraham and 
Isaac. The audience grew still 
as Abraham tried to come to 
terms with murdering his only 
son, a playful little boy who 
just wanted to know, “Are we 
there yet?”   
   When Isaac learned he was to 
die, he lamented to the audi-
ence all of the things he would 

miss: popsicles, sandcastles and 
getting pancakes with his dad. 
Students from Central High 
School showed off their acting 
chops as well—pretending to 
be shepherds trying to protect 
their flock from tricksters. 
   For those who love languag-
es, the show had plenty to of-
fer. The local theatre group 
Cazateatro told the story of 
Ruth through a puppet show, 
which was primarily in Span-
ish. The Latin 202.2 class used 
their skills to revive a dead 
language in Dinner with Sin-
ners—a combination of stories 
about Jesus. The audience was 
able to follow along with the 
translations on cue cards while 
portions of bread were distrib-
uted when the fish and bread 
“miraculously multiplied.”
   Music fans did not go away 
empty handed. Alan Christo-
pher Lee composed original 
music for musical interludes 
between each act—strum-

ming his guitar as the audience 
moved from one set piece to 
the next. The Nativity scene 
featured an a cappella rendi-
tion of Journey’s “Don’t Stop 
Believing” and sing-alongs of 
“Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood” 
as well as “This Land is Your 
Land.”
   The performance ended as 
bizarrely as it began: with a 
man hanging from the aerial 
contraption. He was wrapped 
in chains. The devil stood on 
a platform and ushered peo-
ple into “Hell.” Reasons for 
damnation included lying 
about being a vegan and not 
reading the iTunes Terms and 
Conditions. When the en-
tire audience passed through, 
the Rhodes Theatre Guild ex-
pressed a hope the experience 
of the night had changed us, or 
at least how we view the con-
ventional “performance.”

Photos (from left, respectively) by Katie Brewster and Hope Johnson
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Brad McCullough Ends Rhodes Career
By Will Morrow ’19
Editor-in-ChiEf 

   Gathering around the Sigma 
Nu fraternity house on Friday, 
April 7 in preparation for Brad 
McCullough’s ’17 senior re-
cital, no one knew what they 
were getting themselves into. 
Yes, everyone was well aware 
of the talent McCullough pos-
sessed and the highly creative 
mind that came with it, but as 
for what he would be demon-
strating to the audience, no 
one was ready. 
   At 7:10 P.M., the he came 
outside to give his curious au-
dience the low-down on the lo-

gistics of the upcoming hour—
the audience would walk from 
room to room watching per-
formances. It is safe to say, 
however, the meager descrip-
tion provided did not do the 
project justice. 
   The first room was the main 
floor of the house. Inside the 
house stood V. Slick, com-
prised of McCullough, Cullen 
Williams ’17, Ladd Caballero 
’16, Roc Sherrell ’17 and Jay 
Clinton ’16, nicely dressed and 
eager to play.They often play 
around campus and are well 
known. Their sheer energy and 
enthusiasm in regards to play-
ing music was contagious and 

it was an appropriate way to 
start the night.
   The next venue was the 
porch, where three sharply 
dressed jazz musicians were po-
sitioned ready to groove. This 
was quite the contrast from 
the raucous nature of V. Slick. 
It was more of a recital than a 
concert. However, it had just as 
much passion at about a fifth 
of the volume. 
   After seamlessly weaving in 
and out of various scales and 
time signatures, McCullough 
promptly rose and led us into 
an environment complete-
ly opposite of the porch: the 
basement. Inside the room 

stood Cameron Maxwell ’18 
and Sherrell, accompanied by 
enough subwoofers and speak-
ers to host their own Boiler 
Room set. Trap music blaring, 
McCullough grabbed a mic 
and started rapping furious-
ly with Roc. This earned him 
quite the reaction from the 
crowd. The environment felt 
like a party gone wrong and 
the crowd loved it.
   After throwing down the 
microphone, McCullough led 
the group upstairs into a room 
lined with white sheets and 
ambient colors projected onto 
them. In a corner stood Jim 
Bugg ’17—whipping up some 

wizardly ambient music with 
his guitar. The music in this 
setting was lighter, yet it re-
tained elements of the warmth 
that McCullough has taken ev-
erywhere.
   The recital ended where 
it started—the main room. 
Again with V. Slick, they closed 
the night in a tremendous fash-
ion. Showcasing four differ-
ent genres, the audience was 
left with a taste of what Mc-
Cullough has given to Rhodes 
College in four years. 

Photo by Hope Johnson

By Hope Johnson ’19 
Copy Editor

   Weightless Aerial Co. hosted 
an alien experience in “Club 
NOVA” at Midtown’s Theatre-
works at midnight, Saturday, 
April 11. Four Rhodes stu-
dents participated: Tom Day 
’20, Miranda Colegrove ’18, 
Adrienne Lamb ’17 and Claire 
Edgar ’19. 
   Day and Colegrove navigated 

the acrobatic silks in the “ze-
ro-gravity club” while Lamb 
performed poi choreography 
and Edgar gave a powerful 
trapeze routine. Acrobatics, 
hoops, trapeze, bullwhip, mag-
ic and drag were all incorporat-
ed in this two hour event. 
   After the performance, own-
er Callie Compton—who was 
also awarded Miss Memphis 
2017—announced Day and 
Colegrove as new summer in-

terns with Weightless Aerial 
Co.
   Maddie Dean ’19, an audi-
ence member at the perfor-
mance, said, “It was really cool 
to see Rhodes students in-
volved in something so out of 
the ordinary!” 
   In point of fact, the Sou’west-
er’s own editor-in-chief, Jordan 
Hulsberg ’19, found himself 
lying under a performer as 
swords were juggled over the 

his body.
 The performing students 
were introduced to the com-
pany through a class brought 
to Rhodes by Professor David 
Mason. The aerialist class has 
met once a week for the entire 
semester in the McCoy The-
atre. In exchange for instruct-
ing students, the company has 
permission to use the McCoy 
Studio as a rehearsal space for 
their performances. The studio 

is one of the tallest spaces the 
company has been able to ac-
cess for regular rehearsals. 
   The company also performed 
at the Rhodes Cycle dramas 
Tuesday, April 13, in Oak Al-
ley. The interns appeared on 
the acrobatic silks to open and 
close the dramas for the crowd. 
Weightless Aerial Co. hosts a 
shows approximately once a 
month and can be followed on 
Facebook.

Rhodes Students Defy Gravity at Midnight 
Aerial Show
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Building Anti-Oppressive Communities: 
Conversation Facilitated by Bella Bahhs
By Meg Jerit ’20
Staff Writer

  Tuesday night, April 11, 
GlobeMed held a discussion 
in Blount Auditorium. They 
set up conversation and pizza 
under the mellow yet simulta-
neously fiery Bella Bahhs—a 
“raptivist” and scholar on U.S. 
social issues. 
   She began the session by 
sitting on the stage and invit-
ing the audience to come sit 
with her. From there, Bahhs 

explained to everyone that 
the stage was not hers but be-
longed to the students. Stu-
dents sat around her and the 
rest of the audience gathered 
closer as well. Bahhs spoke 
with a certain peace and preci-
sion that immediately captivat-
ed the audience.
 “When you walk in a room, 
no one has more power than 
you. And you don’t have any 
more power than anybody 
else,” Bahhs said.
   She asked the students ques-

tions about their experience 
at Rhodes and oppression 
in general, in relationship to 
how it affects us all in the real 
world and how students feel 
it at Rhodes. Issues of African 
American Greek life were dis-
cussed, specifically the alleged 
lack of on campus representa-
tion.
   The safe space for multicul-
tural gatherings is a red trail-
er on the margins of campus, 
meant to be symbolically dis-
tressing in itself. 

   Moreover, some students 
claim to only feel heard when 
making very major statements 
through protests, but they 
wish it would not always have 
to come to that. Questions 
of pulling oneself up by their 
bootstraps as well as who has 
those bootstraps was also expli-
cated.
   After several individuals ar-
ticulated injustices they felt 
from various standpoints, Bah-
hs said, “I can’t tell you what to 
do you have to decide who you 

want to be.” 
   She talked about the situa-
tions Chicago faces in many 
ways and she referenced the 
tragedy of Rekia Boyd, 23— 
killed by an off duty officer 
in Chicago after a noise com-
plaint was made. Bahhs ad-
vised students to understand 
oppression in order to truly 
battle it and to “make noise.”

By Saneela Tameez ’20
Staff Writer

   On Tuesday March 21, there 
was an opportunity for Rhodes 
students to sit down and lis-
ten to others talk about their 
papers, findings and contribu-
tions to the Gender and Sexu-
ality Studies Department. Stu-
dents who came to this event 
could potentially learn more 
about different identities, how 
those identities are presented 
through different mediums 
and how different communi-
ties can better understand con-
cepts like gender and sexuality. 
   One of the students, Anna 
Clare Pearson, who presented 
her paper, Lesbian Dicks, Sperm 
Donation, and S/M: Examin-
ing The Power Of Butch Wom-
an and Female Masculinity in 
the Hebrew Bible related how 
butchness has been portrayed 
in the Hebrew Bible, and she 
expanded upon the idea of the 
importance of talking about 
these butch women in these 
narratives. Understanding the 
butch woman’s identity is an 
essential part in understanding 
the overall text of the Hebrew 
Bible. Despite this, people usu-
ally assume the genders repre-
sented outside of the binary are 

false genders. As such, in order 
to best comprehend the text, it 
is important to view people not 
just solely through a cis and bi-
nary perspective. If one keeps 
trying to interpret such texts 
like the Hebrew Bible through 
such a one-dimensional lens, 
then one begins enforcing a 
hierarchy which already exists. 
   As Pearson continued to ex-
plain, butch women are usual-
ly criticized for wanting to be 
more masculine because some 
assume they are undermin-
ing the feminist movement, 
but in reality, butch women 
are great allies to the feminist 
movement. Pearson began to 
explain the different butch fig-
ures within the Hebrew Bible, 
for example, Yael, who used an 
object to penetrate the head of 
her enemy. Pearson went on to 
explain the significance behind 
these characters and how they 
promoted the butch identity in 
general. 
   The next student who spoke 
was Roz KennyBirch, who 
explained the concept of her 
paper titled Economics of Exclu-
sion in Late Medieval London: 
How English Women and Male 
Jews Met Obstacles and Found 
Opportunities. Roz explained 
that even though women were 

able to work in certain eco-
nomic sectors, Jewish men 
struggled in trying to do the 
same jobs because of stigmas 
towards their religious identity. 
An example of this struggle is 
how Jewish men were able to 
practice usury in the econom-
ic setting while women were 
able to work alongside men in 
economic sectors. Women still 
had restrictions though—Roz 
explained that women were not 
able to participate in the eco-
nomic networks, also known as 
guilds or economic hubs.
   Furthermore, when women 
did get involved in the work 
force, they would oftentimes 
face sexual exploitation which 
would eventually lead them to 
resort to prostitution. How-
ever, as Roz optimistically ex-
plained, women, through mar-
riage, still did find increasing 
opportunities and were able to 
get involved in some guilds or 
even take on apprenticeship. 
Roz began to explain the con-
trast between how, while wom-
en were rising, Jewish men 
were being limited in oppor-
tunity. 
   The last student who spoke 
was Michelle Ngo ’18, who 
talked about her paper, Gender 
Role Models: De-queering Queer 

Parenting. Ngo explained the 
ongoing struggle the hete-
ro-norm society has been plac-
ing on queer parenting. The 
problem, according to Ngo, 
is the misconception that a 
child is not able to be “prop-
erly” raised if they do not have 
both genders present in their 
upbringing. Ngo tried to break 
down this misconception and 
argued that “Necessitating 
gender role models reinforces 
and naturalizes hetero sexu-
al norms, and they legitimize 
anxieties about gender balance, 
and actively participates in the 
hetreosexual imaginary.” Ngo’s 
paper revolved around the 
idea of how these heterosexual 
norms persist in societies and 
furthermore in queer parenting 
structures. 
   Queer parents face an extra 
sense of hardship as society 
constantly labels them as inad-
equate parents because of their 
identity. She provided her au-
dience with an illustration of 
this in the form of a woman 
named Cassandra. Cassandra, 
who identifies as a lesbian, kept 
trying to introduce her child to 
as many males as possible to 
fight this reoccurring stigma.
   After the symposium was 
over, some students shared 

their thoughts and opinions 
regarding the topics at hand—
Ellie Aroson ’20 explained, 
“Symposiums like these are 
important because it gives stu-
dents, it allows the students 
presenting a way to practice 
presenting and sharing infor-
mation they are interested in, 
and to present papers they 
have really well written. It also 
allows other students to get a 
larger understanding of things 
like the Gender and Sexuality 
studies.” 
   Ngo then added,“We have all 
these opportunities at Rhodes, 
there is no way you can’t be 
woke. When you graduate 
from a school like Rhodes Col-
lege, you should graduate be-
ing woke, you should graduate 
being conscious. Like when I 
see ignorant shit happen, I see 
no excuse for it because of the 
background. Because you have 
opportunities like these as a 
Rhodes student.”

Gender and Sexuality Studies Symposium: A 
Woke Experience
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Peabody Easter Brunch: A Review

By David Morar ’19  
Staff Writer

   Before today, I had no idea 
how much my stomach could 
really hold. Now I know pretty 
well and you are about to hear 
about it.
   Having Easter Brunch at the 
Peabody Hotel was a fantastic 
idea, despite the steep price 
tag. Walking into the presti-
gious hotel at around 11 AM. 
Phillips Hutchison ’19 (above, 
left) and I (above, right) darted 
up the first marble staircase we 

saw to wait for a table on the 
mezzanine. 
   After the host called our 
names, we were led to the 
Forrest Room, a huge space 
just past the Continental Ball-
room on the second floor of 
the Peabody. Our host guided 
us around the entirety of the 
area. There were sweet and 
savory options for both break-
fast and lunch. The terrace was 
also completely dedicated to 
dessert and a raw seafood bar. 
We started with cheese grits, 
scrambled eggs and fried green 

tomatoes, and it was not until 
then that I realized how won-
derfully they all pair together. 
I matched these options with 
some hearty sausage and a soft 
croissant. Although they were 
tasty as well, it was safe to say 
that my eyes were already fo-
cused on the next plate. 
   For the next portion of 
brunch, I chose to start with 
a raw seafood platter of mack-
erel, tuna, salmon and seared 
scallops. This came with an 
amuse-bouche of seared scal-
lop topped with salted capers 

in a lemon-chili reduction. In 
short, it is never weird to fol-
low breakfast sausage with raw 
fish. 
   Then, I chose skirt steak 
and tri-tip in a cherry reduc-
tion with a side of  five-cheese 
macaroni, corn and red pepper 
casserole along with roasted 
asparagus with lime. This was, 
in essence, the finest rendition 
of skirt steak I have ever had. 
It was paired with a casserole 
I would climb the Great Pyra-
mids to taste again. I followed 
these plates up with a small an-

tipasti platter of cheese, some 
assorted cold meats and sushi. 
   After my last plate of normal 
food it was finally time for des-
sert, which meant lavender, ha-
zelnut and lemon macaroons, 
key lime pie shooters, melted 
brownie topped with strawber-
ry ice cream and a small cup 
of mango cream topped with 
fresh berries. 
   I know the Peabody only 
does huge brunches like this 
once or twice a year, but they 
do a regular brunch every cou-
ple Sundays.

By David Morar ’19  
Staff Writer

   American restoration, trans-
formation and modernization 
has shown itself once again in 
Memphis. Crosstown Con-
course has become a commer-
cial gem after it was recently 
renovated.
   The large building across 

Cleveland Ave. from the Hi-
Tone was a Sears Roebuck dis-
tribution center from 1927 to 
1993. Eventually, Sears shut 
it down because of declining 
profitability for its mail-order 
sector. 
   In 2010, Crosstown Arts 
decided to integrate the build-
ing back into the community 
through arts and culture. 

   In 2012, 60% of the million 
sq. foot building was leased out 
to eight partners—setting the 
roots of Crosstown Concourse 
in the hope it will attract more 
tenants in the future. With an 
opening day celebration set for 
Aug. 19 of this year, Crosstown 
will be the home of more than 
35 organizations. Including 
but not limited to: a public 

charter school, YMCA, sever-
al restaurants, several founda-
tions and even an ice cream 
shop. 
   The other 40% will become 
a new home to Memphians. 
Although apartments, they are 
called parcels. These living op-
tions range from 600-1900 sq. 
ft and include a membership to 
the Concourse YMCA.

   Crosstown Concourse will 
change the crosstown living 
and shopping dynamic. This 
should be a very interesting 
place to spend a Saturday after-
noon, should one find himself 
bored of Cafe Eclectic or the 
Middle Ground.

   

Crosstown Concourse
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By Ellie Johnson ’20
Staff Writer

   The weekend of April 15, 
the men’s tennis team played a 
tough match against Sewanee. 
Despite their loss, the team 
believes that the tough com-
petition has better prepared 
them to go into their confer-
ence championship. “Unfortu-
nately, we fell 3-6 to Sewanee 
but the last two singles match-
es were decided by just a few 
points. This was our closest 

match to winning against Se-
wanee in the last four years, 
and the freshmen came up in 
a big way. This gives us a lot 
of confidence going into our 
conference championship that 
we can go toe-to-toe with any 
team in our conference,” senior 
captain Albert Vacheron ’17 af-
firmed.
   Looking back on the rest of 
the season, the men’s team has 
worked hard for their success-
es. Freshman Andrew Morton 
reflected on the tough compe-

tition they faced and how they 
have managed to maintain a 
strong team record: “I think 
the season, overall, has been a 
pretty good success. Our re-
cord is 16-5 and we finished 
third in the conference. We 
played some really solid com-
petition throughout the year 
such as Emory, the number 1 
ranked team in the nation. As 
a team, we felt like we had only 
one bad loss. We have a lot of 
underclassmen in the starting 
line-up this year which is en-

couraging for the future.”
   Regarding the team’s prog-
ress, Vacheron believed that 
this has been a season of strong 
improvement in a variety of 
aspects: “We have stepped up 
our doubles game and taken a 
much more aggressive stance 
in matches, looking to close 
the net harder and faster. With 
four freshmen in the starting 
lineup, they have adapted ex-
tremely well to college tennis 
and have learned the doubles 
tactics very quickly.”

   If there is one thing that the 
team was certain of, it is that 
this year’s strong leadership 
has set the course for future 
success within the team. “This 
team has come a long way this 
year. We have had good senior 
leadership and have had a lot 
of guys step up in big moments 
and pick up key wins. We are a 
very young team that is eager 
to win and we believe our fu-
ture is very bright if we keep up 
that workers’ mentality,” Mor-
ton commented. 

Men’s Tennis Improves As a Team

By Ellie Johnson ’20
Staff Writer

   On Easter weekend the men’s 
lacrosse team dominated the 
playing field against Sewanee, 
finishing their game with a fi-
nal score of 12-6. Reflecting 
on the game, the team believed 
that the win was the climax of 
their hard work throughout the 
season. “I think the team per-
formance against Sewanee was 
a culmination of all of our ef-
forts since the school year start-

ed. It has been a goal of ours 
since day one to beat the best 
teams in our conference and 
were able to do that by playing 
as a team and leaving it all on 
the field. I think a sequence of 
plays that lifted our team were 
the goals by Matthew Simon 
[’19] and James Margraff [’20], 
who scored within 11 seconds 
of each other and really elec-
trified our team as well as the 
crowd,” junior Ryan Fennelly 
recalled.
   When asked to highlight spe-

cial moments from the game, 
sophomore Austin Le noted 
the team’s high level of enthu-
siasm: “Our cellies, we killed 
the celebrations. As our coach 
always says, keep the passes 
short and celebrations large.”
   As for the progress of the team 
from the beginning of the sea-
son, the players believed they 
had made enormous strides, 
especially in how they cooper-
ated with one another on the 
field. “Each season I’ve been 
here we’ve grown throughout 

the season, but this season the 
chemistry is on another level. 
Everyone knows our goal and 
is ready to do their job to com-
plete them,” sophomore Le 
stated. Furthermore, Fennelly 
added that the team’s confi-
dence has grown immensely 
throughout the season: “We 
no longer freeze under pressure 
and even our youngest players 
are showing poise in big mo-
ments, whereas in the begin-
ning of the season, there were 
too many moments where the 

team was letting the situation 
get the best of them.”
   Just like the rest of the varsi-
ty teams, the men’s team hopes 
to win conference in order to 
advance to the NCAA tour-
nament. Fennelly believed 
that with strong commitment 
from all players, the team can 
accomplish what they have set 
out for: “Our team needs to 
stay focused on the immediate 
task in front of them and if we 
are able to do that, we should 
be able to reach our goal.”

Men’s Lacrosse Celebrates Victory

Photo Courtesy of Rhodes Athletics
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Spring Showcase 

Friday, April 21 
7:00 – 8:00 P.M. 

Ewing Studio (McCoy Theater) 
Free Admission 

 
*Refreshments served following the showcase! 
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