
COMMERCIAL APPEAL 
MEMPHIS, TENN., TUESbAY MORNING, JULY 27, 1971 . 

PAGES 13 TO 32 

••••• 

Compromise Proposed For Overton ·Route 
By JEFFERSON RIKER 
Architect Roy P. Harrover 

yesterday proposed a com
promise design for the Over
ton Park expressway route 
which he maintains would 
mm1m1ze damage to the 
park and help overcome es
thetic objections. 

His plan includes a de
pressed roadway with verti
cal walks east of Lick Creek 
and a semidepresse<i box
type tunnel west of the 
creek. The tunnel would be 
covered with earth and land
scaped. 

The tunnel, he said. would 
be between 1,000 and 1,500 
feet long. 

He said damage to the 
park would be further re
duced by eliminating the me
dian strip in the six-lane ex
pressway and substituting a 
median barrier similar to 
the barrier of Interstate 55 
south of Crump. 

The concrete tunnel would 
be covered with three feet of 
earth with a gently sloping 
fill at each side. 

of the tunnel and trees on the 
shoulders, he said. A walk
way would lead to the Over
ton Park Zoo entrance from 
the parking lot to the south. 

Elimination of the median 
would reduce the right-of
way requirement and save 
some trees in the park. The 
present proposed right-of
way is from 250 to 450 feet 
wide. 

Engineers have estimated 
cost of a cut-and-cover tun
nel the length of the 4,000-
foot expressway segment at 
40 to 60 million dollars and 
the cost of a bored tunnel at 
160 million dollars. 

the city is going to suffer. I 
agree it is the most logical 
route. But have all possible 
means of preserving the 
park been explored? No. I 
think this is a way to do it no 
one has explored." 

The United States Supreme 
Court on March 2 ordered 
the Overton Park case re
turned to Judge Brown for a 
full review of the adminis
trative record, some 8,000 
pages of which have been 
submitted. 

Trial is set for Sept. 27 at 
9:30a.m. 

Mr. Harrover said the tun
nel in the park would be sim
ilar to the Winchester tunnel 
under the north-south run
way and parallel taxiway at 
Memphis International Air
port. 

posal as a private citizen 
and not· in his capacity as 
president of the Memphis 
chapter of the American In
s t i t u t e of Architects. "I 
haven't run it past them 
yet." 

One engineer who asked 
not to be identified said Mr. 
Harrover's plan "sound3· 
good. It certainly seems to 
have merit and ought to be 
checked out very tho:ough
ly." 

In a memorandum filed in 
United States District Court 
here yesterday, J. Alan Han
over, attorney for the 
Tennessee Highway Depart
ment, said, " ... this entire 
problem centers around a 
'matter of sound engineer
ing.' 

But both sides of the con
troversy which has swirled 
over the Interstate 40 project 
for the past 16 years ap-
peared reluctant to compro- "Admittedly, what may be 

That tunnel, about 900 feet sound to one eng1'neer may mise yesterday. Attorneys 
for the Tennessee Highway long and costing between 1.5 not be to another - but. as 
Department and Citizens to and 2 million dollars about we shall see, this is not what 
Preserve Overton Park de- 10 years ago, is ventilated the court is to be faced with. 
dined to comment on the with an air intake about mid- Rather, the court must de 
Harrover proposal. way and exhaust blowers at termine if there is a reason-

each end. A similar system able factual basis for the 
Present expressway plans The expressway fight, could be used in the park secretary's (Secretary of 

are based on an estimated which will be the subject of a tunnel, Mr. Harrover said. Transportation J o h n A. 
cost of from 3.5 to 4.3 million pretrial conference at 2 p.m. Reducing the median Volpe) findings from the rec
dollars. Mr. Harrover esti- Friday in United States Dist. might require that the speed ord. 
mated his plan would cost an Judge Bailey Brown's cham- limit on the park segment of "Were this court to go far
additional four million dol- bers, "is a sorry situation the expressway be held to 50 ther and attempt to decide 
Iars. for the city," Mr. Harrover miles an hour, he said. this issue by hearing two doing exactly what the Su-

Grass, bushes and shrub- said. Mr. Harrover made it sets of opinions on each preme Court has forbidden 
bery could be planted on top "No matter who wins it, clear that he made his pro- point involve9 , it would be - substituting its judgment 
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A semi-depressed box-type tunnel 

west of Lick Creek is one feature of 

Architect Roy P. Harrover's compromise 

proposal for design of the Overton Park 

expressway leg. East of the creek he 

proposed a depressed segment with ver

tical walls. The median strip would be 

replaced with a barrier and the right

of-way reduced to save trees in the park. 
-Staff Drawing bv William Herringlort 

for that of the secretary," tive record was delivered to weeks ago. Packed in four 
the memorandum said. United States Atty. Thomas large corrugated boxes, it 

The so-called administra- F. Turley Jr.'s office two weighs about 10:} pounds. 
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