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Maintenance, .. Malaria C:ited 

By TOM JONEsand Maxson, with the city engi-
KA Y PI'ITMAN BLACK neering department since 

Press·Sclmilar Staff Writers 1!)24 and city engineer since 
City engineer Tom Maxson 1962, said he had been in on 

said he was opposed to the the expressway controversy 
use of an inverted siphon in since its conception in 1955. 
the construction of a tunnel "It was our .desire at that 
for a · segment of the 140 ex- time to get from one point to 
pressway through Overton. · another the quickest and 
Park because of problems · most economical· way. So we 
connected with maintenance hired Harland Bartholomew 
and malaria. & Associates, the consult-

Maxson took the wltn.ess ants who had done city plan
stand yesterday afternoon a!:> ning since 1922, to devise the 
the suit brought by objectors · best routes," he said. 
see'king to block the park in- Maxson said the city was 
terstate entered its 19th day opposed to tunnel depression 
in chief federal Judge Bailey and the use of an inverted 
Brown's court. .. siphon in the Lick Creek 

Dale Woodall, attorney for . area of Overton Park be
the intervening City of Mem- cause "an inverted siphon 
phis, Memphis Area Cham- would require c o n s t a n t 
her of Commerce, the Down- maintenance and the water 
town Association and Future collected underneath t h e 
Memphis, Inc. , examined roadway would provide a 
Maxson as an expert witness malaria hazard ... provide 
for the federal and state de- a breeding place for mosqui-
fendants. · tos." 

He said the city was .con
cerned about sewer lines, 
street traffic patterns and 
the creation of deadend 
streets resulting from ex
pressways, and it was in 
these areas of concern that 
he . worked . chiefly w\th the 
interstate design. 
· When the Federal Bureau 
of Public Roads suggested 
the use of inverted siphons 
for the route through the 
park, Maxson said he op
posed it from the "malaria 
control standpoint" as well 
as "the constant mainte
nance that would . be re
quired." 

. Woodall asked Maxson if 
he recalled the meeting 
called by Lowell K. Bridwell 
(the Federal Highway Ad
ministrator) for the City 
Council at the Airport. Max
son said he did. 

Turn to Page 3-
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Expressway Case 
· Enters 20th Day 

From Page J 

"Did Bridwell make any 
threats regarding whether or 

! not Memphis would not get 
an expressway if the (park) 
route was not approved?" 

"No, I never. heard him 
(B r i d w e H) .m a k e any 
threats. He said he wanted 
to consider local people, lo
cal government, so that they 
would be satisfied," Maxson 
answered. 

Maxson said, however, 
that "Bridwell did say that 
the highway funding appro
priation act would run out in 
1972 and a delay could re-

·} suit.'' 

Woodall asked Maxson 
about a letter City Council
man Lewis Donelson had 
written on March 4, 1968, 
stating that Maxson had told 
him (Donelson) that the city 
selected the park route be
cause "we already own the 
property and less disturb
ance and less problems with 
land acquisition" would re
sult from using park land. 

"Well, I can't say at the 
moment that I remember 
making that statement but if 
he said I did, I did," .said 
Maxson. 

· Maxson said he "probably 
meant that since people had 
already been dispossessed 
and t11e city had already ac
quired the park land that it 
would only add to disruption 
by considering a n o t h e r 
route." The City Council 
agreed to sell the 26 acre 
park property on Sept. 23, 
1969. 

Judge Brown said, "Well, 
the impression I got from 
the letter was that you were 
saying that the reason the 
city considered the route 
through the park in the first 
place was because it would 
be cheaper since the city al
ready owned it and no people 
lived in the park.'' 

"I doa't remember saying 
those exact words," said 
Maxson. He said the consult
ants hired by the city had 
chosen the "best route." 

tharles Newman, one of 
the Memphis attorneys for 
the dbjectors, cross-exam
ined Maxson about why he 
did not consider the L & N 
Railroad right-of-way as a 
"feasible alternative. 

· he objected to 
the L&N ro " f 
disruption to additiona 
streets other than the ap
proved route, and additional 
community and traffic dis
ruptions.'' He said the L&N 
route suggested by the plain
tiffs would also ••cross our 
major thoroughfares twice 
which causes additional dis
ruptions while you are build
ing it (the expressway)." 

"Have you had any experi
ence in getting federal ex

' pressway money?" asked 
Judge Brown, adding, "I 

• know the federal govern
ment pays 90 per cent of the • 
costs and the state 10." Max
son said the state handled 
that. 

"Suppose it was decided to 
go ahead with the park route 
but to say that a $150 million 
bored tunnel should be used, , 
would the federal govern
ment do this?" asked Judge 
Brown. 

"I don't know .. . It would 
be extremely foolish if they 
did ... ,"said Maxson. 

Judge Brown said, "This is 
one of the questions that is 
troubling the court. If we did 
order that a $150 million 
bored tunnel be constructed, 

. would it get built or would 
the government delay build

- ing our expressway until it 
. built one everywhere else?" 

I David Porteous, assistant · 
U.S. attorney, said, "That is 

/

1 not a question that the court 
should consider, because it 

· would simply be a matter of 
. remanding the case back to 

the Secretary of Transporta-

tion for further consideration 
with the opinion that such a 
tunnel was considered rea
sonably possible. If the Sec
retary decides what should 
be done, I'm sure the money 
would come from some
where." 

"Yes, I think youre cor
rect," said Judge Brown to 
Porteous. 

Charles Metcalf, a nation
ally known tunnel designer, 
testified yesterday that a 
tunnel under the park was 
unfeasible. 

Metcalf, vice president 
and chief engineer of the 
transportation and public 
works division of the Sver
drup & Parcel engineering . 
and architectural firm, said 
that a cut and cover tunnel 
under Overton Park would 
cost $59 million to build. He 
added that he could not even 
estimate the cost of a bored 
tunnel, because a tunnel of 
the length needed to run the 
Jerigth of Overton Park had 
never been constructed. 

Metcalf also said the 
2,400-foot tunnel proposed by 
Memphis architect Roy Har
rover would cost about $33 
million. He said that a giant 
shaft ~;exhaust ...,.,.....__+ 

and pollution from the tunnel 
would have to be built and 
housed in a building 160 by 
90 feet. He said the shaft to 
ventilate the tunnel would be 
45 feet high. 

He estimated that the cost 
of maintenance for a tunnel 
would be $400,000 a year. 

The chairman of biomedi
cal engineering at Vander
bilt University testified yes
terday that the noise caused 
by the six-lane highway 
through Overton Park would 
not be significant. Dr. Wil
liam Baker Jr. said the noise 
level would be be "very ac
ceptable" 100 feet from the 
expressway. 
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