:Additional Two Weeks Of Hearings
Possible In Overton Park Lawsuit
By MICHAEL LOLLAR
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Mr. Odie said the state decided to build partial retaining
walls on both sides of 1-40 from
"just east of . Lick Creek
through the wooded areas further to the east."
..
"The addition of the retaining walls in this area allowed
us to minimize the width of
construction and save addi~
tional trees that are actually
within the right-of-way.''
The retaining walls, ranging
from six to eight feet high, will
be built about 30 feet away
from the shoulders of the roadway: ''We feel this is the safest
design possible while using a
retaining wall;" he said. "If
you put walls down right next
to your shoulder line, you will
have the same · effect as in a
tunnel. And, statistics show
that most highway accidents
are caused by vehicles that
run off the road and hit roadside obstructions within a distance of 30 feet from the edge
of the travelway.*'
Later, he said all trees located within 30 to 50 feet of the
r i g h t -o f -w a y have been
Qlapped by the highway department, and that "some of
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r i g h t -o f -w a y will ·be preserved:"
He said tree wells would be
built around those trees along
the edge of the construction
limits. "I have been in the
highway department for 38
ye!J6s . . . and I don' believe
that there has ever been another project in the history of
· the highway department that ·
: had as much individual atten- ·
tion as the Overton Park proj- ·
f ect," he added.
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On cross-examination by Mr.
Vardaman, however, he saidr
r the highway department has .
, never analyzed the possible ef! fects of expressway exhaust
l pollution on the trees and other
vegetation in Overton Park.

B ·OO··
Just a reminder to the boys and ghouls who

will be out spooking on Halloween: The giraffes at
the Overton Park Zoo say be careful crossing streets.

Don't stick y~ neck out.
-Staff Photo by Rlc:'hocd Gardner:

