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WEATHER FORECAST : Clearing and continued cold through Thursday. High today around 30, low tonight in upper teens. (Details on Page 2.) 
PRICE TEN CENTS 
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More Study 
Of Route 
.Ordered 

To Comply With 
Decisions Of 
High Court 

By KAy PITIMAN BLACK 
Press-Scimitar Staff Writer 

Federal Chief Judge Bai· 
ley Brown today remanded 
the controversial Overton 
Park expressway case to 
u.S. Secretary of Transpor· 
tation John Volpe for further 
determination on its route. 

The 24-page opinion . was 
viewed as a victory for the 
objectors to the Interstate-40 
route bisecting the central 
city park. 

In filing his decision at 
12: 10 p.m. today with the 
Federal Court · clerk's office, 
Judge Brown stated: "We 
conclude then, that this case 
must be remanded to the 
Secretary of Transportation, 
but only for the purpose ·of 
making · a route determina· 
tion in compliance with Sec• 
tion 4 (f) of the Department 
of - Transportation Act of 
1966, as that provision has 
been constl1.Jed by the Su· 
preme Court.'' 

Judge Bl'()wn, however, did 
riot .remand the case for any 
further design consideration. 

The plaintiffs in the case, 
, Mrs. SunsHine K. Snyder,. 

William W. Deupree, Citi· 
zens to Preserve · Overton 
Park, all of Memphis, the 
National Audubon SOciety of 
New York City and the Si· 
erra Club of San Francisco 
have contended that the Sec
retary · of Transportation did 
not, as required by the Park· 
lands Preservation Statute, 
take all steps to minimize 
harm to the park. 

The plaintiffs stated that 
a tunnel would have mini· 
mized harm. However, Judge 
Brown ruled that all consid· 
eration had :been given 
toward that goal and that no 
further action on the secre
tary's part would be re· 
quired. 

Judge Brown's action to
day prohibits any further 
work oii the part of the state 
or federal government on 
completion of I -40 which has 
been stopped within about a 
mile on either side of the 
central city park. 

If the state or federal gov· 
ernment attempts to do any 
further work on this segment 
of the expressway, ,Judge 
Brown said "We further con
clude that plaintiffs are en
titled to injunctive relief if 
such appears necessary." 

He added: "In this con· 
nection, we are advised by 
counsel that there is present· 
ly no restraining or injunc· 
tive order in effect, but that 
defendants (state and feder· 
al governments) have been 
conducting thems·elves as if 
there were such an order in 
effect.'' 

In explaining why he was· 
sending the case back to 
Secretary Volpe for further 
determination on the route, 
ITudge Brown said it was evi
dent that Volpe did not mak 
a determination, as require 
;by the Supreme Court, tha 
there was no "prudent an 
feasible alternative," 
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