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NASHVILLE,. Jan. 11. -The contra· 
v:ersial Overton Park expressway reso. 
I® on, approved by the House fast , 
W~e~, is 'dead in the Senate. . , 

:::S.epator James Roberson · (D-Nash· 
ville), who sponsored the bill for Rep-· 
res.enta:tive · Doy Daniels (D-Memphis), 
wa:s .asked Thursday what he will do to . 
bring th~ proposal to a .vote. . . · 

"Nothihg," · replied Roberson, adding 
he·,made his decision ag~inst calling up 
the resolution· after other members of , 
the, Shelby ·County legislative d,elega
ti6n :'/hit t he ceiling." 

~The - resolution· in ·question would, if 
approved' · by --both houses, call on the 
U:;uited States secretary of transporta
tip!J: to: blo~k the routing of Interstate 40 
ilirough·Overton Park. · . 

However, it is a tradition of the Sen
ate that when a local delegation is split 
on a question involving its county, the 
matter is. never brought to a vote. 

Daniels conceded the proposal is 
dead in the Senate. He said there is no 
alternative to running the expressway 
through the park. · 

He said he did not try to sneak the 
measure through the House but was 
merely trying to lodge a protest 
against the federal government "dic
tating" the routing of the highway. 

The Hou$e routinely suspended the 
rules arip adopted the resolution last 
week while controversy still swirled 
about the election of a state comptrol
ler, and few were aware of its irppact. 

"I knew nothing about it until it was 
introduced," said Representative Har
old Sterling (R-Memphis). ''On some
thing of that magnitude, the rules 

I shouldn't have been suspended without 

1
• knowing what it would do." 

One reason some Shelby lawmakers 
~re caught off guard is that the dele
gation has not yet caucused - and 
apparently won't for a while - because 
of controversy over who will be delega-

, tion chairman. Representative Alvin 
King, a Democrat, and Republican Sen
ator Curtis Person are competing for 
the job. 

Three times a caucus has rbeP.n sched
uled only to be postponed. Sterling said 

i the Republicans were ready to meet on 
· every occasion. 

Senator Gabe Talarico, a Memphis 
Democrat, gave a different version. 
The latest caucus was set for Saturday 
in Memphis but the Republicans have 
said they can't be there. Consequently, 
Talarico has indefinitely postponed the 
caucus. 

~ 
I He said the Democrats bad told the 

Republicans the delegation is evenly 
split between King and Person for 
chairman and even offered to take the 
chairmanship for one year and give it 
to the GOP the next. 

King may yet break the impasse. He 
conceded Thursday he probably doesn't 
have the votes to win the chairmanship 

· and said, "I may withdraw." 
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