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Agree On Original Park Route?·. ' 
By WILliAM BENNETI 

From The CommerclaT Appeal Nashville Bureau 

- NASHVILLE, Feb. 2. - Officials 
from three levels of government 
formed a solid front Friday in the fight 
for the original, partially depressed 
routing . of Interstate Highway 40 
through Overton Park in Memphis. 

"We're all in agreement," said state 
Transportation Commissioner Robert 
Smith after huddling an hour with 
Memphis and Shelby County officials. 
"It's the way to go (through the park) 
from Claybrook to Holmes.'' 

Others emerged from the s e s s i o n 
with . essentially the same feeling of 
unity on the issue. 

Memphis attorney J. Alan Hanover, 
special counsel to the Transportation 
Department, said the discussion cen
tered about the state's original park 
route, the new legal action in the case 
and financing of construction in the 
event the park link can indeed be built. 

He said "various financing methods" 
were discussed and . will be further ex
plored by the officials. 

Thursday, Hanover filed in federal 
district court in Memphis a petition in 
which the state contends former feder
al Transportation Secretary John Volpe 
erred in his decision to rule out the 
partially depressed park route and asks 
that the case be sent to Volpe's succes
sor for a new finding. 

As an alternative, Hanover asked 
Dist. Judge Bailey Brown to lift the 
injunction which prohibits the · state 
from proceeding with the park road 
work without federal funds. 

"We all agreed the only feasible and 
prudent route is the route that has been 

approved by the stat~ frcm Holmes to 
Claybrook," Hanover said. 

"Everybody is in agreement with the 
legal position that was taken by the 
state yesterday (Thursday) in the 
pleadings that we~e filed. 

"There is nothing else we can do at 
this time until Judge Brown rules on 
the pleadings." 

Memphis Mayor Wyeth Chandler, 
who took , part in the conversation with 
Smith, said, "I'm encouraged. "We dis
cussed the legal ramifications. We're 
very hopeful we'll be successful in 
these pleadings. We're all in accord. 
we're totally convinced . this is the 
route." · 

Shelby County Squire John Maxwell 
Jr., a former legislator, stressed the 

. three-government commitment to the 

route through the park, saying the offi
cials were "totally unanimous." 

City Councilman Billy Hyman, chair• 
man of the council's transportation 
committee, said Volpe's failure to 
come up with an alternative to the 
park link indicates "there is no more 
feasible route." 

Should Judge Brown dissolve the in· 
junction, the way would be clear to 
proceed with construction of the 3.5-
mile portion of road through the park 
with a probable mixture of state and 
local dollars. 

Smith, asked if · funds are available 
to build the stretch, smiled and said, 
"We'd get the money." . 

Among others attending the meeting 
were Frank P. Palumbo Jr., Memphis 
city engineer and director of public 
works, and James Butler of the Shelby 
County division of public works . 


