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AIDS A Public Service of the Aid to End AIDS Committee 

Doctor's Dilemma: To Reveal or Not? 
The delay in Liberace's 

funeral and the debate over the 
accuracy of what was listed as his 
cause of death has brought the 
AIDS disclosure issue to the 
forefront of the medical ethics 
surrounding the disease. Should a 
doctor disclose the cause of death 
or should that be private 
information? 

Liberace's doctor faces pos
sible disciplinary action in 
California for suppressing the fact 
that Liberace died of an AIDS
related opportunistic infection. 

The Washington, De-based 
AIDS Advisory Committee in
sists that the correct cause of 
death should be listed so that the 
public'mq. know. the IIUe extent 
of the epid�mic they face. Jeff 

Levi, Executive Director of the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force (NGL TF) insists that as 
long as the case is reported to 
CDC for its statistics, what goes 
on the actual death certificate is 
unimportant 

"The doctor is supposed to 
make that report before the pa
tient dies. So, from an epidemio
logical standpoint, what's on the 
death certificate is irrelevant" he 
said. "The reason thai people are 
interested in Liberace's cause of 
death has nothing to do with 
protecting his sexual partners," 
said Levi, "it has everything to do 
with morbid curiosity•" 

Herbert Buzbee, executive 
secretary-treasurer of . the lnter
.national Association of COIOQCrs 

and Medical Examiners feels, "it 
hould be reported, it just 

shouldn't be made public." 
"I think it's a private thing 

between the deceased and their 
family," Buzbee said. 

Laws for reporting AIDS as a 
cause of death vary among the 
states, so it is difficult to know. 
how often doctors falsify death 
certificates. Furthennore, the 
actual cause of death is not 
usually attributable to AIDS but 
to an opportunistic infection 
brought on by the disease. For 
example, an AIDS patient may 
actually die of pneumonia or 
Kaposi's sarcoma as the result of 
having AIDS. 

AIDS Employment Discrimination 
Ruled Illegal in California 

Sllil Francisco - In a 
sweeping vcitory for people with 
AIDS, the California Fair 
Employment and Housing Com
mission unanimously ruled that 
persons with AIDS are protected 
against job discrimination. In a 
case plD'Sued by National Gay 
Rights Advocates, DFEH v. 

RaytMon, the 7-member com
mission awarded back pay to the 
estate o' John Chadbourne, and 
indicated that California employ
ers who continue to discriminate 
based on AIDS will be required to 
�y punitive; JIDd compensatory 
<�p�ages. A tormerRaytheon qual
it control analyst, Chadbourne 
was barred from returning to work 

by Raytheon upper management 
who "believed, n contrary to 
medical evidence, that he might 
casually transmit AIDS in the 
workPlace. The commtsston 
ruling directly contradicts the 
U.S. Justice DepL memo issued 
last year that allows employers to 
discriminate on such a "belief." 

"The commission has made 
it clear that AIDS related 
employment discrimination will 
not be tolerated in the state of 
California," noted Jean O'Leary, 
National Gay Rights Advocates 
Executive Director. "The 
commission has done what all 
right-minded Americans should do 
with the U.S. Attorney General's 

opinion: igaored iL" 
"The commission's unani

mous decision is a green light for 
people with AIDS to successfully 
contest their dismissals," com
mented NGRA Legal Director 
Leonard Graff. "California em
ployers are now on notice that 
AIDS-relatedemploymentdiscrim
ination is irresponsible, illegal, 
and, from now on. expensive." 

John Chadbourne died of 
AIDS-related cancer on January,6, 
1985. His estate will be ad
ministered by Joyce Harris and· 
Ann Woods, a Lesbian couple 
who cared for Chadbourne during 
his illness. 

AIDS Spread Slows in Prisons 
Onee called the nation's breeding 

grounds for AIDS, the spread of 
the disease apparently has slowed 
in prisons. Although there was a 
61% increase in AIDS cases in 
prisons in 1986, the number of 
cases in the general population . 
increased by 83% during the� 
time. 

Theodore Hammel, author of 

the Natiooal Institute of 
Jus¥ study, explained the 
slower rise as a result · of "a 
controlled enviro�t" He 
indicates that drug needles are hard 
to get in prison and that prisoners 
have cut down on (homosexual) 
sex because of the AIDS scare. 

So far, New York's prisons 
have fared the worst with 

ovez 400 cases, almOst all among 
drug users. 1be data in the study 
included all federal and state 
prison systems and 33 city and 
county jails. . . . 

Among the otbez study 
findin gs: . 

• There had .been 1,232 
AIDS inmates by the fall of 1986 

• 'l'bree qUIU'tt"n of 

AZT Approved for Sale 
Washington - The federal govern
ment has approved the ftrst drug for 
the treatment of AIDS. Azido
thymidine (AZ1) was approved 
March 20 for sale after clinical 
trials demonstrated to the FDA that 
it prolongs the life of AIDS 
sufferers. The drug is not considered 
a cure for AIDS because it does not 
kill the virus. It does, however, 
inhibit an enzyme required for the 
virus to reproduce and, therefore, 
prevents the virus from spreading 
further. 

AZT will be marlceted undez 
the name Retrovir by Burroughs 
Wellcome Co.,(BW) of Research 
Triangle Park, N.C. 

AIDS. prison easeS are tepMed in 
New Y<Xk, �ew Jersey, and 
Pennsylvania · . 

• Only ColoQdo, 
Nevada. and South Dakota saeen 
all 

The drug is administered in 
capsule form which must be 
taken every four hours. Esti
mated cost for treatment for one 
year could range as high as 
$10,000. 

AZT is derived from herring 
sperm in a complex chemical 
process. The drug suppresses 
bone marrow in many patients, 
thereby reducing the number of 
infection fighting blood cells. 

Retrovir is in short supply 
and BW has outlined a distri
bution system intended to see 
that the drug goes first to those 
patients who closely match 
those successful in the test 

inmates fm AIDS. 
Prison off�s have 

resisted suggesti9ns that 
pisonen be issued condoms. · 
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AIDS Discrimination Cases In The Courts Bi 
c 

Discrimination in 
Employment 

A licensed practical nurse has 
filed a complaint against his 
hospital employer after he was 
fired due to unfounded rumors that 
he has AIDS. Frederick Laredo, 
Ji. alleges that the action by 

Trigg Memorial Hospital in New 
Mexico has violated the Rehab
ilitation Act of 1973 (which 
prohibits discrimination based on 
physical handicap), breach of 
contract, and intentional infliction 
of emotional distress. 

_According to the complaint, 
Laredo, who was hired in 1981, 
was briefly hospitalized in 
August 1984 because of physical 
problems unrelated to AIDS. At 
that time, Laredo asked to be 
tested for mv antibodies, but he 
never received the results. In June 
1985, Laredo underwent confi
dential mv testing at another 
facility and· although he tested 
positive, he did not and 
does not have AIDS or ARC. The 

complaint further alleges that in 
November 1985 Trigg requested 
and received a letter from Laredo's 
physician saying that Laredo had 
no medical problems which 
would interfere with his job. In 
February 1986, Trigg admin
istrators suggested to Laredo that 
he go on leave with pay and seek 
early retirement or transfer to 
another hospital. Their reasons 
for doing this, according to the 
complaint, were suspicions that 
potential patients were avoiding 
the hospital because of rumors 
that a nurse there had AIDS. 
Laredo assented to the leave-with
pay status, but he was sub
sequently place on leave without 
pay in apparent violation of the 
hospital's policy as outlined in its 
employee handbook. The hand
book states that employees can 

only be terminated for serious 
offenses, such as mistreatment of 
patients, fighting, or theft 

The hospital is also faced 
with a charge of handicap dis-

crimination filed with the state 
Dept. of Human Rights. If a vio
lation is found, the hospital 
would be subject to sanctions that 
could incl ude suspension from 
wcticipation in the Medicaid pro
gram. 

The Legal AID Society of 
San Francisco has filed two AIDS
based discrimination complaints 
on behalf of a department store 
salesman who was fired after he 
was diagnosed as having AIDS. 
The complaint filed in December 
with the San Francisco Human 
Rights Commission and the state 
Dept. of Fair Employment and 
Housing alleges that Neiman
Marcus (N-M) discriminated 
against Bruce Kears by refusing 
to permit him the opportunity to 
be placed on medical leave, and 
that N-M violated his privacy by 
informing other employees of his 
condition. Kears is seeking 
reinstatement and lost wages and 
benefits. 

Kears contends that N-M 
announced at a managers meeting 
that Kears had AIDS, that he was 
suing the store, that civil rights 
activists would be harassing N
M, and that no one was to talk 

with Kears. These actions, Kears 
maintains, violate state laws 
against breaches of confidentiality 
and against retaliation for 
asserting civil rights. 

AIDS and civil rights groups 
have called for an N-M boycott to 
protest the store's discriminatory 
policies. 

Discrimination in Public 
Accomodations 

A complaint was filed 
against an Austin, TX nursing 
home that refused to admit a man 
with AIDS. The complaint 
claims that Four Seasons Nursing 
center's refusal to admit Donald 
McEnany because he had AIDS 
violates Sect. 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as 
well as state antidiscrimination 

New Classifications for HIV Infections Proposed 
by Larry Prater, MD. 
Reprinted from The Gayly 
Oklahoman 

The centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) have proposed a 
new classification for mv infec
tion. There are varying stages of 
the disease. 

HIV I: Primary HIV 
infection - As with most 
other viral diseases, symptoms 
will occur within one to four 
weeks of exposure. The most 
common symptom is fever which 
may occur in almost all infected 
persons. Other features of recent 
infection may include transient or 
permanent lymph node enlarge
ment, rash, aching muscles or 
joints, diarrhea, and, more rarely, 
meningitis (an infection of the 
lining of the brain). HIV can be 
cultured (grown in the laboratory) 
from blood within the second 
week of exposure. The T -helper 
lymphocyte is the primary cell 
infected. This is ·me cell which 
directs most of the activities of 
the immune system. Only a 
'imall fraction of T -helper cells 
are infected, probably fewer than 
one in ten thousand. Usually 
within the fli'St two months of 
infection, at least two major im
munological events occur which 
defend the infected person against 
the spread of the infection: (1) 
production of an antibody (a 
protein in the blood ) to HIV, and 
(2) recruitment of suppressor T
lymphocytes. The latter may 
form a mantle or shield about the 
mv -infected cells, thus keeping 
them in a dormant state in lymph 
nodes but not circulating in the 
blood unless some stress to the 

immune system reactivates them. 
Asymptomatic sero-

positive - Positive AIDS 
antibody test and healthy. 

HIV Ill: Persistent 
generalized lymph node 
enlargement - Persons in 
�- two eroups. have antibody 
to IiiV but are in seemingly good 
health. The only difference is that 
those in stage HIV III have 
lymph nodes greater in size than 
one centimeter (about l/3 of an 
inch) in at least two sites 
excluding the groin. The most 
common site is the armpits 
followed by the back of the neck. 
In both these groups, lllV can be 
found in the genetic material in 
certain cells of the lymph nodes; 
but the virus is held in check by 
lllV antibody, supressor T -cells, 
and other factors, thus mini
mizing progression of the disease. 
In some individuals, the amount 
of virus in the bloodstream may 
be so minimal that one cannot 
culture it from the blood. 
However, one must assume that 
the blood and semen (or vaginal 
fluid) from such individuals is 
potentially infectious. 

Most persons in lllV II or 
lllV III groups have a normal or 
nearly normal number ofT -helper 
cells in the blood. Thus, they can 

handle most infections as an 
uninfected person does. However, 
most will have an increased 
number of suppressor T-lym
phocytes which presumably play 
a role in keeping mv in a latent 
state. Thus the ratio of helper-to
suppressor T-lymphocytes is 
usually less than 1, whereas in an 
uninfected individual, it is usually 

greater than one unless another 
infection is present. Persons in st 
is present Persons in stage II or 
III of lllV infection may progress 
to Stage IV; however, many 
remain in stages II or III for years 
(or hopefully decades). 

HIV IV: Symptomatic 
HIV Infection - This in
cludes several subgroups 
including AIDS Related Complex 
(ARC), AIDS opportunistic infec
tions, AIDS related tumors, and 
neurological diseases related to 
mv. 

HIV IV ARC: Auto
immune disease - Many 
individuals in this group have 
what is termed autoimmune dis
ease, that is, they are making 
antibodies which are directed 
against their own cells. This 
implies more disorganization than 
deficiency of the immune system. 
Since genetic material of mv is 
incorporated into a small fraction 
of the T -helper lymphocytes, the 
immune system sees these cells 
as foreign and will make anti
bodies to destroy them. Unfo
rtunately, these anti-lymphocyte 
antibodies may also react with 
uninfected T -helper lymphocytes, 
thus destroying the healthy por
tion of the immune system. For 
unknown reasons, the partially 
damaged immune system may 
make antibodies against nerve 
sheaths (covering of nerves) 
causing painful neuritis or 
weakness, against platelets (blood 
clotting cells) causing bleeding, 
against red blood cells causing 
anemia, and against numerous 
other types of cells. 

HIV IV: ARC "Minor" 

Infections - · Persons in stage 
HIV IV usually have fewer than 
400 T-helper cells per cubic 
millimeter (the normal is 700 or 
more). This lack of helper cells 
impairs the immune defenses 
against certain common microbes 
such as herpes simplex, herpes 
zoster (shingles), cytomega
lovirus (CMV), candida (thrush in 
the mouth), seasonal viruses, and 
various bacteria These infections 
may occur in people who"'have 
not been exposed to HIV, but 
usually are not so severe. Fever, 
diarrhea, and skin problems are 
often disabling. • (lllV may 
become reactivated and cause 
some of the symptoms.) These 
problems are collectively termed 
AIDS-Related Complex (ARC). 
Some of these individuals 
undergo further depletion of T
helper lymphocytes; if they fall 
below 200, risk of AIDS defined 

. opportunistic infection exists. 
Fortunately, some individuals 
with ARC may improve and 
revert to stage II or III for extend-
ed periods. -

HIV IV: Kaposi's 
sarcoma - In some cases, ab
normal lymph channels may 
proliferate in lymph nodes, skin 
or intenal organs. The resulting 
growth is called Kaposi's 
sarcoma. A significant number 
may have adequate numbers ofT
helper cells and thus reamain free 
of opportunistic infections for 
several years. ' 

HIV IV Lymphoma -
Lymphomas are tumors of the 
cells of the immune system 
involving lymph glands and also 
the brain. These also occur in 

laws. The complainant seeks 
declaratory and injunctive relie� as 
well as compensatory and puni
tive damages and costs. 

According to the complaint 
Donald McEnany was seriouSly 
ill with AIDS-related chronic 
menningitis and was in urgent 
need of full-time nursing care and 
services. On October 3, Mc
Enany's brother applied for 
Donald's admission to the home 
but was explicitly refused because 
Donald had AIDS. Although 
Donald died Dec. 6, the brother is 
continuing to pursue the case. 
Fifteen other Austin nursing 
homes also refused to admit 
Donald, and complaints of 
handicap discrimination have been 

filed against four of the them 
with the Austin Human Relations 
Commission. A city ordinance 
prohibiting AIDS-related dis
crimination took effect Dec. 20. 

persons not infected with HIV, 

but when found in the pres 
ence of mv or the HIV antibody, 
are defined as AIDS. 

HIV IV: AIDS 
Opportunistic Infections 
In these individuals, marked 
depletion of T-helper lympho
cytes occur allowing overgrowth 
of certain microbes which are 
normally held in check by an 
adequate immune system. 

HIV IV: Nerological 
disease - Since lllV resides in 
brain and nerve tissue, neuro
logical problems are common, 
even without full-blown AIDS. 
Symptoms may include memory 
loss, personality changes, fatigue, 
poor coomination, inability to 
concentrate, and weakness. 

Co-factors - Numerous co

factors have been shown to stress 
the immune system causing 
reactivation of the dormant HIV 
infection. They may also activate 
factors which suppress the im
mune system's combat equip
ment. Such co-factors include 
exposure sexually transmitted and 
certain other infectious diseases, 
lack of sleep, excessive sun expo
sure, inadequate nutrition, smok
ing, nitrites, excessive alcohol, 
and emotional stress, to name a 
few. It has been shown in ani
mals that semen is immuno
suppressive, and thus deposition 
of semen into the rectum (where 
access to the blood stream is 
likely) may be a co-factor even 
with no virus present. A voidance 
of these co-factors may play a 
imajor role in keeping HIV
positives on the healthy end of 
this broad spectrum of disease. 

Dr, Prater is a psychiatrist 
who writes a regular health 
column for The Gayly 
Oklahoman. 

Cath 
Dallal 
con 
preve 
it wo 
warn 
chore 
them 
ing to 

confe 
medic 

spons 
victi 

G 
M 

Adv 
join a 
man 
camp 
influe 
Dise 
institu 
the H 
Dep 
a pos 
CDC 
in Fe 
mani 
hospi•· 
for m 
natio 
workir 
manda 

Fi 
AI 

journal 
Medici 
what a 

of w 

sion o 
The 

one of 
who, 
develo 
seve 
worn 
used 



i 

-· 

Bishops: 
Condoms No Answer 

Dallas - 150 Roman 
Catholic Bishops who met in 
Dallas Feb. 12 did not believe 
condoms are the answer to 
preventing AIDS. They said that 
it would be wrong for priests to 
warn parishoners to ignore the 
church's teachings to protect 
themselves with condoms accord
ing to USA Today. 

The bishops were attending a 
conference on religious ethics and 
medical issues. 

While Catholics have a re
sponsibility to help AIDS 
victims, Msgr. William B. 

Smith of New York said the 
church must maintain its hard line 
against contraceptives, homo
sexuality, premarital sex, and 
divorce. He agreed it was not easy 
and that the United States 
"probably isn't open to our point 
of view." 

The bishops contend distribu
tion of condoms only encourages 
unhealthy sex. If a priest were to 
do that, "the person is going to 
think the priest is giving 
permission," said Bishop Anthony 
Bevilacqua of Pittsburgh. 

Gay Advocates Opposing 
Mandatory HIV Testing 

National Gay Rights 
Advocates urges all Americans to 
join a writ-in campaign opposing 
mandatory mv testing. The 
campaign will attempt to 
influence the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control, a government 
institution under the auspices of 
the Health and Human Services
Department. In a move signalling 
a possible change of policy, the 
CDC held two ctays of meetings 
in February to discuss imposing 
mandatory mv testing on all 
hospital patients and applicants 
for marriage licenses. NGRA, the 
national public interest law fl111l 

working for Gay rights, opposes 
mandatory testing as "detrimental 

government to impose mandatory 
HN testing when it is unwilling 
to take the lead in prohibiting 
AIDS related discrimination," 
noted Benjamin Schatz, Director 
of NGRA's AIDS Civil Rights 
Project "Until basic requirements 
such as insurance coverage and 
confidentiality of test results are 
guaranteed for those tested, NGRA 
will continue to oppose 
mandatory antibody testing that is 
ineffective in halting the spread of 
the disease." 

All statements opposing 
mandatory HN testing should. be 
directed to Walter Dowdle, Deputy 
Director-AIDS, U.S. Center for 
Disease Control, 1600 · Cliffton 
Road, Atlanta, GA 30333. 

First Lesbian Transmitted 
AIDS Case 

Philadelphia - The medical 
journal Annals of Internal 
Medicine reported February 15 
what appears to the the first case 
of woman-to-woman transmis
sion of AIDS. 

The case involves two women, 
one of whom is an N drug user 
who, according to the report, 
developed AIDS-like symptoms 
several years ago. The other 
woman, who claimed she never 
used IV drugs, developed 

similar symptoms in 19!W. She 
did acknowledge oral and manual 
vaginal contact with the other 
woman as well as mouth contact 
with the other woman's anus. 
Both women stated that they 
regularly had bleeding as a result 
of sexual activity. The Centers for 
Disease Control has since stated 
that it is possible for one woman 
to pass on the virus to another 
woman through sexual activity. 

Aid to End AIDS Committee 
General Meetings 

April19, May 17, June 21 

2:00PM 
Red Cross Building 

1400 Central Avenue 

AIDS Funding 
Hiked 

-

President Reagan has pro
posed a budget of $533.5 million 
in AIDS funding for the discal 
year 1988 which begins in 
October. This is 28% more than 
this year's funding leyel and 150% 
more than the original admini
stration request for 1987. The 
proposal also calls for $97 
million to be used by the 
Dept of Defense and the Veterans 
Administration for antibody 
testing and AIDS treatment for 
veterans. 

Rep. Henry Waxman (D-CA) 
said that even with the increases, 
the proposed budget does not 
come close to the money needed 
to implement the recommenda
tions of the National Academy of 
Sciences. 

Last October, NAS recom
mended an expenditure of $1 
billion in federal funds for AIDS 
research and another billion for 
AII;>S education by 1990. 

AIDS Education 
Computer 
Program 
Available 

Edwardsville, Kansas - A 
small computer software company 
is attempting to dispel the cloud 
of confusion over AIDS, and turn 
a profit, too, according to a recent 
repoll,, -�- U¥ .. Today� �� 
company, Substance Abuse 
Education (SAE), is offering a 
$50 IBM-compatible program . 
wherein students will be able to · 

run through 20 questions. If the 
student gets an incorrect answer, 
the computer lists the correct 
answer and explains the rationale 
behind it Animated graphics 
show how the virus destroys the 
immune system. Students can 
also type in questions 
anonymously and answer them in 
class discussions. SAE offers 
programs on several medical 
topics including alcohol and drug 
abuse. 

Sect'y of Ed 
Warns of 
'Condom-mania' 

Austin, TX - Education 
Secretary William Bennett 
recently reiterated his stand 
regarding school children stating 
that AIDS education should 
emphasize restraint as opposed to 
condom use to prevent the further 
spread of the the disease. 

The Weekly News reports 
that Bennett states that a more 
realistic and honest way of 
preventing the spread of AIDS 
would be to teach " a 
straightforward moral lesson of 
restraint" 

"'Condom-mania, which is 
what I see around in some quarters 

, _  _...,._-�----i -,� 

right now, will not save our should drive slow." Bennett said 
children," stated Bennett. "To that AIDS was just one more 
focus exclusively on (condoms) reason to discourage sexual 
is like teaching our children that activity among students. 
when they drive drunk, they 

CDC Backs Down on 
Mandatory Testing 

The Centers for Disease 
Control in Atlanta has backed 
down from recommending 
mandatory testing for all patients 
entering hospitals and for all 
persons applying for marriage 
licenses. The CDC held a hearing 
on the proposal Feb. 24-25 in 
Atlanta at which the proposal 
was assailed by virtually every 
recognized expert in the United 
States. It was also condemned by 
a coalition of 22 Gay and AIDS 
groups. 

CDC reportedly expected 
about 250 to show up for the 
hearings, but participants num
bered almost 900 plus about 100 
reporters. 

Some Gay and AIDS activ
ists were pleased with the resultS, 
but legal experts cautioned that 
the federal government seems 
determined to promote wide-scale 
testing. Speculation is IJ:lat 
federal authorities will promote 
the plan as "routine" rather than 
mandatory. Much of the 
concern centers around what will 
be done with the results and the 
lack of safeguards for AIDS
related discrimination. 

"I worry that we may get 
routine testing down the line, and 
it may be the same in many cases 
as mandatory testing," said 
Katherine Franke of the Employ
ment Law Center. "Semantics is 
everything because some court 
will decide what 'routine' testing 
means." 

According to the Bay Area 
Reporter, Franke said, "Routine 
testing can be coercive. It puts the 
burden on the person to say they 
don't want the test. For many 
people, refusing would be 
awkward and difficult" Frank 
handles cases of AIDS 
discrimination. 

A coalition of 22 AIDS and 
Gay groups issued a detailed 
statement which condemned 
mandatory testing and stated that 
they felt it would drive many 
people away from health care. 

Federal testing guidelines are 
due out in about three weeks and 
will be reviewed at cabinet level. 
While the plan will be a 
recommendation only, it is 
expected to have great influence 
on local and state health 
authorities. 

Memphis AIDS·. Coa.lition 
Off and Running 

An ad hoc AIDS advisory 
group has been formed jointly 
through the efforts of the Aid to 
End AIDS Committee (A lEAC) 
and The Memphis Chapter of the 
American Red Cross. The group 
met for the second time on March 
18 at the Red Cross Building. 
About 75 people attended. 

Participantsinclud�epresen
tatives from religious, educa
tional, social service, business 
and government, and medical 
disciplines. 

The purpose of the group, 
according to organizers,· is to 
determine which of the many 
issues facing society regarding 
AIDS needs to be addressed, and 
then to prioritize them and 
develop action plans. 

Each of the five groups is 
expected to develop into a task 
force with its own agenda. Many 
of the issues, however, will 
require groups to cooperate. 

Among the needs identified 
by the coalition were: 

e To educate all sexually 
active people on AIDS prevention 
methods. 

e To develop plans within 
churches to respond to members 
who may develop AIDS. 

e To create a speakers 
bureau and materials and to make 
that group's availability known to 
the general community. 

e To develop an educational 
packet of materials which would 
be made available to every school 
library and public library. 

e To develop ongoing staff 
development plans for the area's 
health care workers, including non
degreed workers 

A steering committee with 
two members of each group was 
selected to plan further meetings. 

The next meeting or the 
Memphis AIDS Coalition 
will be Wednesday, April 
22 at 2:00 PM at The Red 
Cross. 

r ATEAC Support Groups Now Available""" 
PWA's, HIV -Positive, Familiy & Friends 

For Further Infonnation, call 

\.. 762-8401 � 
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Answers To The Most ·Frequently 
Asked Questions About AIDS 
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How can you tell 
if you have 
AIDS? 

Early symptoms of AIDS 
include unexplained fever, 
night sweats, swollen lymph 
glands, yeast infections, 
unexplained cough, loss of 
appetite, fatigue, diarrhea, 
shortness of breath, or a large 
unexplained weight loss (1 0 
lbs or more in a month). 
Since these symptoms are 
general in nature, the 
presence of any or all of them 
should NOT be considered 
cause for alarm. There is no 
definitive diagnostic test for 
AIDS. The lDV (formerly 
IITL V -ill) antibody test only 
shows that a person has been 
exposed to the virus. It does 
not necessarily mean that a 
person has or will develop 
�S. A complete blood 
an81ysis is necessary to 
detennine if a person has a 
depressedordamagedimmune 
system. According to CDC 
guidelines, for a person to 
hafe AIDS, he/she must have 
a depressed immune system 
A1jD one or more of the 
�rtunistic infections asso
ci(fed .,with the disease, i.e. 
�s1 s sarcoma, pneumo
cystis carinii pneumonia, 
di�minated histoplasmosis, 

� 

e"f 

Who gets AIDS? 

Anyone can get 
AIDS. Sexually active men 
who have sex with other men 
promiscuously account for 
about 73% of the cases. 17% 
of the cases are the result of 
sharing needles in IV drug 
use. Anal receptive inter
course without a condom and 
IV drug use are considered to 
be the practices most likely 
to�it AIDS. 

What is the 
incubation period 
of AIDS? 

' 

: The AIDS virus may lie 
dqmant :for many years 
before presenting itself as 
$s. The loogest recorded 
case is currently 7 years. An 
infected person without 
s�ptoms during this time 
�y pass the virus on to 
otfter people without know
in&- it> 

What precautions 
should I use around 
someone who has 
AIDS? 

There is no evidence to show that 
AIDS can be transmitted other than 
through sex or the exchange of blood 
or semen. There is ample evidence to 
suggest that casual, day-to-day contact 
cannot transmit the disease. 
Precautions similar to those used in 
preventing the spread of Hepatitis-B 
are suggested. A void the sharing of 
razors, toothbrushes, drinking glasses, 
towels, etc. However, it should be 
noted that no cases of transmission 
through these means has ever been 
proved. There is absolutely no 

evidence that you . can catch AIDS 
merely by touching an AIDS patienL 

If that is true, why do 
we set: health care 
workers dressed in 
masks and gloves? 

An AIDS patient generally has an 

impaired immune system and easily 
catches diseases a healthy person 
would ward off. The gloves and masks 
are often used to protect the patient 

· from germs, rather than the nurse or 
doctor from AIDS. 

Can I get AIDS by 
swimming in a pool 
with an infected 
person? 

There is no evidence to support 
this. The AIDS virus is a weak one. 
Chemicals in pools would kill the 
virus on contact 

Can mosquitos spread 
AIDS? 

There is no evidence to support 
this. However, there is a possibility 
that AIDS could be spread through 
extremely dirty conditions (open 
sewers, garbage and filth lying around, 
etc.) much like hepatitis. If mosquitos 
could spread AIDS, the number of 
cases of AIDS would be spread evenly 
in the population, not confined to 
certain groups. 

Can I get AIDS from a 
toilet seat? 

No, not from a toilet seat, 
t ·..... 1 

doorknob, or touching a persop with 
AIDS. Exchange of semen or blood-is 
required. There is no evidence td · 
support transmission through contact 

.... 'I..., •�- I 

with sweat or tears. Although the 
HIV virus has been isolated in 
the saliva of some patients, there 
have been no cases where this has 
been shown to be the means of 
transmission. 

What sex practices 
are considered 
unsafe? 

Is there a vaccine? 

No. Researchers are working 
on a vaccine, but the best case 
scenario would make it available 
in 5-6 years, if then. 

How dangerous is 
getting a blood 
transfusion? 

Anal and vaginal intercourse Since the development of the 
without a condom is consi�red lDV antibody test, it has been 
unsafe. A condom may reduce the applied to all donated blood. The 
risk by a factor of. 12. risk of contracting AIDS from 
Manual/anal and manual/vaginal contaminated blood is less than 1 
intercourse (fisting) is considered in 500,000. Fewer than 1% of 
unsafe because of the likelihood AIDS patients have contracted the 
of blood vessels being broken .·disease in this manner. Today, all 
allowing the virus to enter the donated Plood which tests positive 
bloodstream. Fellatio (sucking) is is discarded. The HIV test has 
considered unsafe if the semen is �ade the receiving of blood from 
ingested. Risk is reduced by: 'f'lDSfusion much safer. IV Drug 
withdrawal before climax. There users and men wbo have 
is a possibility of absorption of had sex with another man 
the - virus through mucous in the last 10 years _ are 
membranes, especially if sa:es or encouraged NOT to give 
bleeding gums are presenL blood. · If presented · with a 

. Oral/anal contact is considered �ituation where it may be 
unsafe regardless of the presence embarassing to refuse, the donor 
of AIDS. AIDS may be should tell the technic:ian dial 

�iued by blood.:.� ·_their b� sbould be· used for 
mated feces. This act will almOSt research pmposes only. No other 
certainly transmit parasitd, , explanation is. necessar) . Blood 
hepatitis, and various fonns of banks maintain a very close 
dysentery. confidentiality of their records. 

There is not now, nor has there 
ever been a danger of getting aids 
from donating blood. I} my partner and I 

are monogamous, 
ca,n we get AIDS? 

If you and your partner have 
truly monogamous longer than 
seven years, there is little 
likelihood of you contracting 
AIDS. One of the other of you 
would have had to have been 
infected prior to the start of your 
monogamous relationship. AIDS 
results from the passing of the 
virus from an infected person to 
an uninfected one. It is NOT 
caused by any certain sexual 
practice, although certain prac
tices are conducive to its spread. 

What is the 
prognosis of an 
AIDS patient? 

AIDS is considered to be a 
fatal disease. virtually all 
victims diagnosed over 4 years 
ago are oow dead. 90% of those 
diSY.�osed .three years - ago are
Clean': There· iS· no current cur� 
altliough 5ome drugs. are 
promis'ing and are prolonging 
�me AIDS jlatien_ts' lives. , 

Where can I get the 
test? 

The HIV test is not a diagnostic 
test and does not actually detect 
the presence of the disease. A 
positive test merely conflnns that 
the person has been exposed to 
the virus and has developed a non
protective anti-body. An HIV
positive person may never 
actually develop AIDS, but 
should consider him/herself a 
carrier. The test is available by 
appointment from major metro
politan health departments. In 
Memphis, call 576-77r4 to make 
an appointment. The testing is 
completely confidential. Taking 
the test may invite severe 
psychological pressures in those 
not prepared to deal with a pos
itive result A confmned positive 
test shows only that a person has 
been exposed. It does not indicate 
that a person has AIDS, can 
transmit it, or will develop it. In 
the absence of any other sym
ptoms, we do not recommend 
taking the test. All persons in 

high risk groups should behave as 
if they are carriers and abide by 
safe sex guidelines. 

What is AIDS
Related Complex 
(ARC)? 

20-30% of the people who test 
positive to the HIV antibody test 
may develop a condition known 
as AIDS-Related Complex or 
ARC. ARC does not generally in
volve those opportunistic diseases 
associated with AIDS. Some 
researchers believe that ARC is a 
pre-AIDS condition and may 
eventually develop into full
blown AIDS. Others, however, 
believe it to be a milder fonn of 
the disease. 

If I test positive to 
the HIV test, wiU I 
get AIDS? 

Approximately 15-20% of 
those who test positive to the 
HIV test will develop full blown 
AIDS. Perhaps another 20-� 
will. develOp ARC.-,-- Approxi-
mately S()lf, of those testing 
positive will be affected in some 
way to a grearer or lesser .degree. 

How many cases of 
AIDS are lhere in 
the area? 

As of January, 1987, there have 
been approximately 153 cases in 
Tennessee since 1982 when 
records began being kepL Of these 
approximately half are dead. There 
have been approximately 83 cases 
in Memphis and West Tennessee. 
Since the disease increases 
geometrically, there will probably 
be 300+ cases in Tennesse by the 
end of 1987, with over 150 in 
Memphis/West Tennessee alone. 

Nationwide, there are over 
30,000 cases which mit the 
strict case defmition the 
Centers�·. �r�· -D�e · ntrol. 
Because of the strict guidetipes on 
which AIDS cases are diaqtosed, 
the reluctance of some doctors to 
report, and the lack of required 
reporting, there arc, perhaJis, 5-7 
times as many people actually ill 
with AIDS as are reflected in 
CDC statistics. 

The Only AIDS Vaccine 
Available Right Now is 

At Your Drug Store. 
H's Called a Condom. 
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Arizona Gov. 
Sticks Foot in 
Mouth 

Phoenix, AZ - Arizona 
governor Evan Mecham, a con

- servative Republican, recently 
bias� Gays as living an 
"unacceptable lifestyle." 

Mecham made the statements 
in a statewide -radio broadcast 
During the broadcast (on which 
he accepts listener questions via 
telephone), a caller asked for his 
position on Gays. The caller 
claimed to be Gay and Mormon. 

Meebani, who is also a 
Mormon, said, "If you are a 
member of the same church I am, 

_ allew 
homosexuals to participate under 
any c!rc�J!DS�." 

�em6i ··aadecF • 
homosexuality is "not as you 
would suggest. an alternate 
lifestyle. It is not an acceptabfe 
lifestyle." Mecham disputed the 
callers estimate of 200,000 Gays 
in Arizona saying, "anytime you 
can assemble 200,000, I'd like to 
talk to all of you at once." 

The ·reaction from Arizona's 
Gay community was immediate. 
BJ. Budd, of Tuscon's Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force, said, "I 
haven't faced this kind of bigotry 
since Anita Bryant i« 1978." 

Because of other policies, 
Mecham, who replaced Demo
cratic Presidential aspirant Bruce 
Babbit. might face a recall 
attempt very soon, according to 
the Arizona Republic of Tuscon. 

Anti-Gay 
Groups Expose 

USA Today reports that a 
secret group posing as Gays in 
classified ads is revealing the 
sexuality of respondents. Accord
ing to Chicago Gay and Lesbian 
Alliance officials, the group has 
been placing ads in a local Gay 
newspaper seeking responses 
from Gay men and then revealing 
the fact that the respondents are 
Gay to neighbors, landlords, and 
employers. "The Great White 
Brotherhood of the Iron Fist" first 
placed the ads in January and is 
crusading for "the complete 
ruination of homosexuality." 

News of Interest to the Gay Community 
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Anti-Gay Violence Rising Across U.S. 
More than 2,000 attacks 

against Gay men and women were 
reported in the 1985 report by the 
Violence Commiuee of the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force (NGL TF). The group 
emphasizes that the number is 
only a fraction of the actual 
number of occurences.-

Statistics for 1986 are still 
being compiled and are expected 
to be much higher. Not only are 
more cases being reported but 
there seems to be an "AIDS 
bacldash." 

According -to Kevin Berrill, 
director of the Violence Project of 

there is now some fear 
.., .. � "Y'f'f!M!I �-"'!! t-� 

with : 1he'� -cr sxc 
only (do they think we) are a 
scourge on society, but -,e're 
aCing .ao iiD ;eveJ:YbodfJ'ftlofre 
looking for the bad to get worse. 

That has definitely escalated those 
kinds of cases." 

Berrill feels that the 
cDOServative trend in the United 
States, anti-homosexual stands 
by the Catholic Church, and anti
Gay comments from elected 
officials have added fuel to the 
anti-Gay backJash. 

David Scondras, Boston's 
first openly Gay city councilman 
said, "The issue is we live in a 
society that condones and en
courages violence against Gays 
and Lesbians." 

Accordiri'g to the report, the 
assailants are generally young 
men 18-25, who travel in groups 

country are fighting back, demand
ing better protection, an improved 
working teJaliodsbip with local 
police departments, and more 

expedient handling of their cases 
in the courts, according to 
USA Today. Many cities are now 
actively seeking Gay men and 
women for their police forces so 
Gays will be more comfortable in 
reporting assaults. 

Many cases go unreported 
because of the victim's fear of 
exposure and ridicule by 
authorities. 

San Francisco's Community 
United Against Violence (CUA V) 
cites about 50 cases a month 
reported to "its hotline. New York 
City reports a 50% increase in the 
number of anti-Gay cases over 

-1985. In Philadelphia, ·the annual 
violela � flay 

� lrigfier thah  
against the general population in 
�e metropolitan areas. "AIDS 
has ereared a climate that it's OK 
to beat up on Gays," said Diana 

Christensen of CUAV. "That's 
why we've seen the numbers go 
up to a high level. 

In a one-night period in 
Phoenix, Arizona, a Gay bar was 
firebombed and three cars were set 
on fire. In another incident, exits 
to a Gay bar were blocked after 
tear gas was thrown inside. 

Ten people beat up Bob 
Hegyi, executive director of 
Arizona's AIDS Information Line, 
after he left a bar. He lost two 
teeth, had three ribs broken, and 
has bruised kidneys as a result of 
the beating. 

In New York a Gay man carne 
home late one night, followed by 

.. young meq . w.l)o \lqan 
&aUJlting him saying "Yoo faggots 
give us AIDS." Kicking him, one 
of the assailants yelled, "DQn't 
make him bleed. If we get tilood 
on us, we11 get AIDS." 

GayFest Set for Stonewall Day 
GayFest, a Gay and Lesbian 

celebration, will provide 
something a little different this 
year during Gay Pride Week in 
June. 

GayFest is the brainchild of 
John Mark House who presented 
the idea to the Memphis Gay 
Coalition's Gay Pride Committee 
last month. It involves creating a 
combination bazaar/flea market
type atmosphere in which organi
zations, businesses, and indi
viduals can display their materials 
and raise money. 

Tentative arrangements have 
been made to use the parking lot 
adjacent to the former Barracks on 
Marshall St as well as the 
interior space if needed. Booth 
spaces will be sold to organiza
tions which can, in turn, use the 
space to raise money. About half 
of the 30 spaces have been sold 

Among the booths will be a 
fun activities, food concessions, a 
flea market area, arts and crafts 
area, and a "marriage portrait" 
booth. At least two service
oriented businesses are planning 
promotional booths. The booth 
spaces rent for $25 for the two
day event 

Gay Fest will run on Satur
day, June 27 from 7pm-2am and 

Sunday afternoon from 3pm
l lpm. 

"In recent years, the Gay 
Pride picnic has been on the 
wane," said Vincent Astor, Gay 
Pride Committee Chair. "We've 
been searching for something 
different to offer our community 
in a space which was public, but 
non threatening. We approached 
Frank (Cooper, owner of 
George's) with the idea and he 
agreed," Astor continued. 

Current plans include getting 
an awning, tent, or canopy to 
cover the area, wiring the area for 
electricity, and lighting it 
sufficiently. 

"There's a great diversity in 
the Gay community. We'd like to 
see every aspect of it represented 
at Gay Fest," said Astor. 

Reaction to the idea has been 
good, according to organizers. 
The Aid To End AIDS Commit
tee plans to have a food conces
sion; the Women's Social Group 
will handle drinks. Other groups 
are planning games, displays, and 
information booths. 

The Memphis Gay Coalition 
is sponsoring a dunk tank and is 
soliciting ideas as to who would 
be a good "dunkee." "Mayor 
Hack.ett is, ,out. ·: said -Allen 

Cook, President of MGC. "We're 
really looking for someone who 
would be willing to be dunked in 
the spirit of good, clean fun." 

One other idea, as yet 
unconfirmed, involved a dart-and
balloon game with a twist - the 

balloons would be inflated 
condoms. 

For more information about 
GayFest or to .reserve a booth 
space, call the Gay Switchboard at 
726-4299 or Gaze at 454-1411. 

Southeastern Gay 
Conference Slated 

The 12th Annual South
eastern Conference for Lesbians 
and Gay Men will be held in Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL, May 14-17. 

The Conference will feature 
nationally prominent s peakers, 
exciting workshops, lively 
entertainment, and a host of other 
events for your enjoyment. edu
cation, and growth. According to 
Eric Lawrence and Ed Coleman, 
Conference Steering Committee 
Co-chairs, "As Lesbialis and Gay 
men, we are faced with some of 
the most serious and dangerous 
times in our history. Our health 
and happiness and lives depend on 
unity and knowledge and action." 
The Conference will provide a 
forum and classroom to share in 
solidifying common goals and 
ways to attain those goals. 

Keynote . speakers are Chris 

Riddiough, President of the Gay 
and Lesbian . Democratic Clubs, 
and Steve Schulte, activist and 
Mayor of West Hollywood, CA. 
AIDS Keynote speakers are Todd 
Shuttleworth, PW A, and Dr. Ron 
Wright, Broward Co. Medical 
Examiner. 

The entertainment will 
include internationally known 
comic Robin Tyler and The Gay 
Men's Chorus of South Florida. 

Workshops under consider
ation include grassroots organ
izing, homophobia, politics, 
videos, fundraising, religion, 
literature, alcohol and substance 
abuse, police relations, media, 
legal issues, and Lesbian health 
concerns. Other topics include 
helplines, anti-Gay violence, 
ageism, networking, burnout, and 
feminism. 

C . d 8 ontmue on page 



Working On A Sense of Pride 
by John Stilwell 

I know it's only April and falls flat. 
Gay Pride month isn't until June; �ow, don't get me wrong. I 
but I figure with the Memphis liked the marches and rallies that 
Gay community, I need to hit we had here. That may be because 
them earlystart them thinking and I never did anything like that in 
get them rolling in the right the sixties when it was popular 
direction. But how do you and maybe I just had to get it out 
motivate a community like ours? of my system. But I think it was 
What sort of event can you have more than that. The march was 
that will really be a celebration of exciting · I felt proud and brave 

.. Gay Pride but still be safe to be walking down the st;reet in 
··enough for those people who are broad daylight ·declaring that l 
unwilling or unable to be out? wasn't afraid to say that I ·was · . Big cities like Gay. The speakers at the rallies 
San· Franci'sco and New Orleans were interesting, thought 
have huge.parades that always hit provoking, and always inspiring. 
the media Frankly, it's an We we all joined hands and.�g. 
impressive show and if you can· -t(jgether, it gave me a real sense 

· pull �t. off - good _for you.· B.ut� -of f�ily and oneness. It's a 
. MemP.hiS' iSn't_ San Fninci�o a,od str�e t!K>se experiences couldn't 
'that sOrt· ef·'thing· just· doesn't have �...sha{ed.h)L.more.people. 
work here. It was tried ltere· for · ·· But facts are facts, and 
sevefal years with ever decreasing . Meii\Phfs;:·•Tennessee: \vilf' never 
numbers. But even at it's best, it see the likes of the parades in 
wasn't that impressive. Unless other cities. Besides, marches and 
you -have- large numbers, it just rallies are pretty much passe 

' t . \  .. 

these days. Those parades are for and go out for the evening with for their group while at the same 
the show- to make a statement to friends. Hopefully, it will have time be working together for the 
the general public about the enough "Class" to entice some of benefit of the whole community. 
numbers and the solidarity in the the seldom seen community out The festival atmosphere would 
Gay community. Sadly, we to see what's going on. And lend an air of celebration and 
haven't reached that stage in our maybe there will be enough would offer Gay · people .:• the 
progression yet Before we can support and enough enthusiasm opportunity to get togeth�r.�-and 
make a statement to the general to make more events like this meet one another. With everyone 
public, we have to get our act possible. from the l�ther/levi grbuP,s , to 
together and fi!ld ourselves. We But. what about G�y Pride? th� . 

women's-· ��;�ps \ · t�t the 
have to establish that sense of Well, WJth revenue nused from religiOus groups mvolvoo, tfiere 
family and oneness in ourselves the Spring Fling, it was hoped to should be a very gOod mix of 
and truly become a community make the Gay pride picnic more people to meet and talk with. But 
first. of an "event" Getting the various most important, working together 

I think the Coalition is tuned . groups involved, getting more and bringing more people 
in ·to that need and all of our people involved, get people out together would build on our sense 
efforts $'e being focused in that to attend - really making it a 

I 
of community. 

direction. Keeping the River Ride .celebration. And that brought us So start thinking about it. 
in mind, we're working on ways back to the old problem of There will be places to sell your 
to reach more.·Gay peop!e and to fmding some place big enough to arts and crafts or those things that 
bring them .logether in more. hold the event, open .and public you no longer need, places to just 
meanmgfid ways: lf you've ever enough to be making a statement show your work, places for Gay 

· tle'til·. on · dlat boat, you know of Gay Pride, and out of the way businesses � promote 
what I mean. We see people that and protected enough to bring out themselves, and we even 
we've never seen before (and those people who are afraid or encourage people who would like 
won't see again until the next unwilling to attend Gay functions to entertain (singing, stand1JP 
River Ride). Then the sense of (many of those folks on the River comedy, juggling, or what-hate-
our number and the being Ride). you). So start getting excited a\ld 
together in one place is really In the midst of everything, enthused. I think it's:going to be 
inspiring. an idea for a street festival came a great capper for' ' Gay Pride 

So how do you keep that out and was immediately well Wee�- And ,_. Mempllis Gay 
going and keep building on it? received. In lieu of the traditional· community, it. -Nih be making a 

Box 3038, Memphis, · Tennessee 38173-0038. 
The Coalition's Spring Fling - picnic, a street festival became . statement of Pride and 

-� ��f)l:A.zToQCQ.. 0.f•Ol��,,�. js one the focus· .of all.,·attentioo.;. commitm�nt-'rto ��;' 
. way. �Although-it� a f�dialser� - �ugh the ge�.§i!x.._of F�. �e peopW who�-are really 
the funcp: are Me� ll\ •. � alld Da�itf""Cfirl'bbte; we" . unportant and who really need\to 
Oay Pride week bigger and better had a location that was both open hear it - ourselves. 

Phone (901) 454-1411 (evenings). 

Gaze is non-profit and produced by volunteers. We 
assume no liability for claims made by advertisers. 
Appearance in this publication is not an indication of 
sexual orientation or identity. We welcome materials 
sub!"itted by readers, but reserve the right to edit or 
reject , such materials. Subscriptions are available at $8 
a v'tar to cover mailing costs. Gaze is published 11 times 
a year by the Memphis Gay Coalition. 

Co-Editors . 
Allen Cook-John Stilwell 

Staff Writers : � 
Carole Taylor- Bob Dumais- E. C. 

Kellie China -Joyce Russell 
Feature Writers 

Dr. Harvey Thompson 
Typesetting A"" Layout 
Allen Cook - Bob Dumais 

Cecil Mcleod -John Stilwell 
Circulation 

Cecil Mcleod -John Stilwell - Bob Dumais 
Advertising Manager 

Bob Dumais 
Nashville �dvertlslng 

Kellie China -Joyce Russell 
244-6815 

Copyright e 1986 by MGC. Reprint permission on non· 
syndicated material granted to Gay publications only 
provided proper credit is given. Distributed throughout 
Tennessee and Little Rock, Arkansas. Microfilmed by 
Southern Gay Archives, Boca Raton, Fl. Gaze is the 
registered trademark of the Memphis Gay Coalition. All 
rghts reserved. 

and· hopefully to include more and safely secluded. The festival � people. The dance itself gives us would give every organization the !!!!!!!!!!��������!!!!!!!!!! 
the opportunity to get dressed up chance to get out and raise money 

Gaze encourages letters from its 
readers. Letters should be as short 
as feaSible and addressed to Gaze, 
P.O . . Box 3038, Memphis, TN 
38173.()()38. 

Beer Bust Blues 

I am writing to complain 
about one of the so-called leading 
Gay bars in Memphis, otherwise 
known as George's. 

I have been going to this bar 
ever since it has been on Marshall 
and never had reason to complain 
until now. I don't know if it's 
because the new owner is losing 
money and his patrons or what. 
But I was there two weeks ago 
and they charged me and my lover 
$5 apiece to get in, which I didn't 
mind The part that made me raise 
hell was when I h!ld to pay $1.25 
for every Coke that I drank while 
I was there. · 

The $5 at the door, I 
understand is about what other 
bars charge for a 4-hour beer bust, 
but at least they do have Cokes 
and juices on the beer list 

I guess the question that I 
would like answered is why can't 
the owner work out something 
for his patrons that don't or can't 
drink alcohol? Either let them in 
free and give them a different cup 
that the bartenders will know is 
for non-alcoholic drinks. Or is he 
just trying to run half of his 
customers off for good? 

I and a lot of my friends 
(who don't drink or can't drink) 
will not be back as long as the $5 
cover only covers beer. It's not 
right for the people who drink to 
be able to pay $5 and drink free 
for 4 hours and the non-drinkers 
to have to pay extra for non
alcoholc drinks. 

I would like to hear how 
other people feel about this issue. 
Terry 
Burlison, 'IN 

Softball Is Not Dead 

Despite a lack of major 
interest in the idea of a Gay 
softball league, those interested 
persons who perceive a much 

greater image of what an Athletic 
Association could offer Memphis, 
should rest assured that all is not 
lost 

I still have a few tricks up 
my sleeve an� an assortment of 
fund-raising ideas that have yet to 
be tried. With the Spring weather 
and the greening of the grass, 
most people tend to enjoy 
outdoors even more. Perhaps the 
enthusiasm levels will increase 
with the amount of sunshine. But 
then again, maybe Memphis isn't 
ready to commit to such a radiCal 
idea as being seen out· and open, 
and heaven forbid we should be 
viewed as anything more than the 
stereotypes that straight Memphis 
wants us to be. 

This attempt at editorializing 
(preaching) is the most tactful 
way I know to wake people up to 
the potential that is being wasted 
on non-participation in outlets 
other than bars and parties. We 
lack the motivation that comes 
with logical progress. So often I 
hear the comment that Memphis 
just isn't ready for this, or isn't 

continued on page 8 



PER>'ORMERS 

(FrldayJ FERRON 
LUCIE BLUE TREMBLEY 
CASSELBERR�DUPREE 

ROBIN FLOWER I 
THE BLEACHERS 

(FrldayJ JASMINE 
HEATHIER BISHOP 

*SENSIBLE P.U.M.P.S. 
* REEL WORLD STRING BAND 

TRACY CHAPMAN 
THE WASHINGTON SISTERS 

* THE SCALLION SISTERS 
CAROL MACDONALD 

RACHE ALPERT 
*TENORE 

*ATLANTA FEMINIST 
WOMEN'S CHORUSt 

, ... u ...... ·-·'?it*i 
(Friday} KATE CLINTON 

ROBIN TYLER (in performance} 
JUDY CARTER 

LEA DELARIA 
* The "HER CHORUS" 

41#J;'i·Q;Ij 
DOS LESBOS 

SPEAKERS'AUTHORS 

JO ANN LOULAN (Lesbian Sex} 
NAN HUNTER(Director, A.C.LU. 

National Lesbian/Gay Rights 
Project} 

SONIA JOHNSON 
(Going Out of Our Minds} 

JOYCE HUNTER, M.S. W.C.S. W. 
(Director, N.Y. City Institute for 

the Protection of Lesbian & 
Gay Youth} 

VIVIANE SHAPIRO (National Co
Chair, Human Rights 

Campaign Fund} 

DANCE EVERY NIGHT' 

� ... ..-fif,t04i11tM 
,.,..,.,.to Southern Performen) 

FESTIVAL LIMITED TO 2000 WOMEN 

�ancy's 
887 Soutli !f{igfifand 

Patio Grand Opening! 

Saturdays on the Patio -
Bring Your own Steak. 

We'll furnish the Salad and Potato! 

$1 Beer Bust 
Monday - Thursday . 

. S-9 PM 

I TICIC£.10RDERFORM:t.toqtttart1pertonper 
erMiope • uee an extra MIIIP per pe..on. 

I At Gaa. tlcketa 110.00 men· CASH �  13 
,, 
I . 

·.f NAME 
r ,o..J �T.AEEl . . � 

_,;· ... J errY-___:... ___ _ 
·.� ... STATE ZIP _________ _ ·, . . 

._.·� .• f»HONk----�--,------
... ) J: ,;..$l15-Space in cabin (very, very 

�:· :�·· ·, -t· �':��$105 Sliding Scale-4 days $ __ 
.. ·. 1. ttampmg $ __ 

� 
._;· · � $13() �.V.; no hook-ups; (includes ·.:.::;. J�flkke1) 
.· . ff, $2()- �ddit ional for workshilt $ 

__ 
·, · c: . subslltutton 

$ _
_ _ 

MEMORlr A L :�:.·' . ·i .l� $20 per 9-16 yr. old woman (and 9-
ft .:' , · sf-�o boy) •---

1"\A y I�IEEKEND··�� - ,: llS8Q\OS90veryHmi�edSat.noon to 
Ul't rr I . .. . i •. MOlt passes (camptng) 

$ _
_ _ 

MAY'22nd. 25th 1987, :.lt: i'_RAN�PORTATION: tamwilling to' 
J · . · -g . giVe rtdes from Atlanta to Festtval 

.,. ; I· tna� will go on list and be given to 

200 beautiful wooded acres, private camp, cabins, 
large lake, tennis courts, in the N.E. GEORGIA 

MOUNTAINS (80 miles north of Atlanta) 
TICKETS- 350 cabin spaces available (showers & toilets in cabins). Cabins hold 12-24 
women (bunk beds) $115. Camping 4 days $95-$105- sliding scale (if working PLEASE pay 
top of scale). Camping3 days(Sat., Sun.& Mon.-very limited) $80-$90 sliding scale. Children a 
and under free; 9-16,$20 to help defray food costs. All children MUST be pre-registered for 
childcare by April 20th. U.S. currency only. NO PERSONAL CHECKS after April 20th. Money 
order, certified check, cash only. For tickets, send self-addressed, legal size, stamped 
envelope to: SWMCF, 13514 Hart Street, Van Nuys, CA 91405 (818) 904·9495. 

ABOVE TICKET PRICES INCLUDE: 4 days &3 nights of music, comedy, lectures, workshops, 
crafts show, raquetball, basketball, tennis, swimming, dance every night. hot showers, camp
ing, food & FUN! 
Concerts interpreted for hearing impaired. Food and childcare provided. (NO OVER NIGHT 
childcare, 'POTTY-TRAINED' only). Boys under 10 welcome. There will be some Woman-Only 
space. Craftswomen invi_ted to display. No dogs permitted, except seeing eye or hearing 
impaired (must be registered). 

WORKSHOPS & DAY STAGE 
We encourage women to do workshops. Share professional skills, different cultures, interests, 
etc. 
If you wish to be listed in the program send a short description of your workshop or if you wish 
to play on the day stage send a tape. Send these along with your ticket order by April 20th. 
Festival ENDS Monday, 3 P.M. 

· If· !hose needing rides) 

1r : . TOTAL ENCLOSED $ __ 
g -s.l l NEED INFORMATION FROM (Rec. by Apr 20) � I Disabled Resources 0 Childcare 0 

,I I •4 DAY TICKET ONLY I wish space in cabin if available 0 
.S • Smolung 0 Nor>-Smoking 0 Clean & Sober 0 

WILLING TO HELP 

NAME 

STREET 

CITY 

PHONE 

STATE/ZIP 

I CAN LOAN OR RENT THE FESTIVAL 

0 Van w/lifl* 0 Pick-up Truck 0 Other 

I WOULD BE INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING 

0 To flye1 0 To be regional contact 

0 with ticket purchase to come early and work 

I HAVE SKILLS IN: 

0 Health care 
0 Childcare 
0 Electrician 

0 Carpentry 
0 Disabled Resources 
0 Sign-interpreting 
0 Other 

Work-exchange- wrile detailed letter, re: skills & 
situation or call. 

*NEEDED TO ACCOMODATE WHEELCHAIRS 

NO REFUNDS 



Court Strikes Down NGLF Publishes �GL��7 ����t � ��a Ian 
Paper on Anti- washington, oc 20009. 

_ Military Polled "Fear of Disease' Bias 
Gay Violence . . on Attitudes 

The United States Supreme Benjamin Schatz, direc'?'" of The national Gay and Dignity Toronto - 8,000 members Court, in a 7-2 decision, ruled the National Gay Rights Lesbian Task Force has Ch t 0 sted of the Canadian Anned Forces March 3 that a federal law pro- Advocates' AIDS Civil Rights announced the publication of its ap erS U were polled on their feelings hi biting discrimination against Project, was not concerned about white paper Anti-Gay Violence: San Francisco - Seve� about admitting Gay people to handicaptx:d people �so p�ts Bren�'s commen� about AIDS. Causes, co/.seqlU!nces, Reponses. chapters of . Di�ity, the Catholic the military, accordi�g to the workers with contagious diseases "Jusbce Brennan s footnote Originally submitted as Gay orgaruzallon, have felt the Toronto Globe and Mall. from employment discrimination. doesn't decide the issue of AI�S testimony at last October's repercussions of the pope's recent Commenting on the military The case was heard as a result discrimination cases," Said groundbreaking Congressional anti-Gay edict survey, Gen. Terrence Liston of an appeal of a Florida ele- Schatz. "I think that the court has hearing on anti-Gay violence, the Bishops in Pensacola, claimed that the armed forces have mentary school teacher who w� ma�e. a very �ro�. an� clear white paper summarizes existing Florida and Buffalo, �ew York unique pro�lems when it comes fired because she had blberculosiS. deciSIOn about discnmi.nabon, and research on anti-Gay violence, are no longer allowl!lg local to the quesbon of whether to end Gene Arline, the teacher, con- I have no doubt that It could be describes the offiCial response to Dignity groups to meet m church discrimination against Gay tended that TB was a handicap applied to fublre cases. the problem, and recommends facilities. Groups in �tlanta, people. For example, in the under federal law and sued the According to Schatz, the policies and programs to remedy Georgia and Dayton, Ohto may crowded conditions on board a school board of Naussau County. Naussau County school board it. · The 29-page report also meet similar barriers soon, ship, "it means you're going to Although initital reactiof! of relied on a U.S. Justice .Dept. includes 8 charts and tables and a according to The Advoca�. In have a homosexual 18 inches the Court was that the law mtght ruling that communicable selected bibliography on the addition, the New York Ttmes away from you when you go to not applicable to people with diseases were not handicaps and subject has reported that the Bishop of bed." AIDS, many are confident that that ... of contagion" w� a "This report is a compre- Brooklyn has announced he will In a commentary on the poD, the Court's decision will wQCk in legitimate reason for tenninabng hensive and authoritative over- no longer allow any group that also in the Globe and Mail, Alan favor of people with ARC and an employee. view of anti-Gay violence," noted condones homosexual activity to Stewart asked, "Would the AIDS in the future. Brennan was joined in the Kevin . . Berrill. Director of use lhe diocese's churches, government validate the sblpidity "We conclude that the fact majority by Justices MarhsaU, NGLTFs Anti-Violence Project. hospitals, or colleges for of bigotry by taking a survey if that a person with a record of Blackmon, Powell, Stevens, "I believe it is a valuable resource meetings <r religious services. the bigotry question were against physical impairment is also O'Conner, and White. . Chief for anyone wishing to understand Dignity national President any group other than contagious�� not suffice to Justice WU� R�quiSt 8f!d the problem and what to do about Jim Bussc:n said, "It's a traves�y hom�sexuals? Probably. not? -remove 'dial person from recent �mtee JUSbce Scalia it. It can be used to educate law for the bishops to enforce thiS Martin Heggestad m Gay coverage," under the act, wrote dissented. 
enforcement, criminal justice, and tmible letttz from Rome," and Community News JUSiice wmwn Brennan in 1he a • victim service professionals, as urged local Dignily chapters ro 

� 
majority opinion. Brennan also ���� ' 

well as legislators, policy take a "strong, militant stand" A..�-
· added that . AID� was . not .... . makers, and educators. against the position of church , � applicable . m this particular � The report costs $5 and can hierarchy. decision. 

All LIVE Show! 
April 3, 1987 

One Show Only 
Midnight 

Jimmy James 
and his Famous Ladies 

Marilyn, Cher, Barbra Streisand 
BeHe Davis, Judy Garland 

Beer ·sust 8-12 

George's 
600 Marshall 
Memphis 

c 

by 

sin 

the 
seri 
Gaz, 

ho 
earl 
that 
that 
My 
som 
Afi 

misg 
kind 



Gay Parents' Support Network 
by A.N. 

This is to announce a special 
birth and to report on the status 
of the Memphis Area Gay 
Parents' Support Network 

Alexander David was born to 
Jan and myself on February 1, 
1987. Our second son weighed 9 
Ibs, 9 oz. and thanks to the 
support of our friends, he, his 
Moms, and his "big" brother are 
all doing well. 

· ·The Gay Parents' Support 
Network formed last November 
with about 15 regular members, 
Lesbian mothers brought together 
by a concern for providing the 
best for their children (two or 
three Gay fathers have called to 
express interest in 

'
our objectives, 

but none has attended a meeting. 
We encourage you all to come.) 
The purpose of the network is to 
provide support, encouragement, 
and resources to Gay parents on 
behalf of their families and 
themselves. The group 
collectively has fifteen children, 
ranging in age from 4 weeks to 
16 years. About half of the 
members conceived their children 
as Lesbians, using either artificial 

insemination or a sperm donor. 
The other half have children from 
a previous marriage and thus are 
dealing with custody and 
visitation situations with an ex
husband. 

Our January guest speaker 
was Kelly Stark, a Memphis 
attorney. Kelly spoke to us about 
some of the legal aspects of 
protecting our families. She 
discussed child custody laws and 
practices in Tennessee, the 
legalities involved in adoption, 
artificial insemination, child 
custody and visitation, child 
support, and the rights of sperm 
donors. Kelly also provided us 
with information to familiarize us 
with the Tennessee Court 
systems and public agencies like 
the Dept of Human Services. 

As a follow-up, we scheduled 
Julia Harrelson, a representative 
from the Dept of . Human 
Services, to be a guest at our 
March Meeting. DHS policies 
regarding Gay parenting, child 
welfare, and Memphis area 
daycare were topics of discussion. 
Future subjects the group will 

address include fmancial 
counseling, parenting and 
relationship counseling, child 
development, and family health 
care insumnce. Child-centered 
social events are also planned. 

We would like to encourage 
all Gay parents, as well as those 
contemplating parenthood, to join 
and share your experiences with 
us. We have a lot to give one 
another. There's no reason to 
agonize over what to tell your 
two-year-old when he wants to 
know why he has no Daddy (It's 
one thing to tell him Daddy lives 
in California, quite another to 
explain you never intended for 
him to have a Daddy). Or to have 
no one to turn to when your ex
husband succeeds in turning your 
15-year-old daughter against you. 

Our meetings are usually 
scheduled for the third Sunday of 
the month from 2-4 PM. Your 
children are welcome - and if 
they can't come, bring pictures of 
them! 

For more information and 
meeting locations, call Alix after 
5 PM at 743-3649. 

�#-· A ___ ___, 

Risk Survey Needs More Answers 
A survey of men at risk for 

AIDS in the Memphis area is in 
need of more respondents. 

The confidential survey, be
ing conducted by Dr. Robert 
Norton, is attempting to gauge 
the level of knowledge about 
AIDS of Gay and bi-sexual men 
It also attempts to determine 
whether or not the educational 
efforts being aimed at the risk 
community are effective. 

The survey is part of a pilot 
study which may be funded 
nationally to determine the true 
scope of the AIDS problem in the 
nation. 

"A San Francisco study 
showed that about half of the men 
at high risk for AIDS infection 
have stopped having unsafe sex 
- that means about half have 
not," 'Said Dr. Norton. Norton 
contends that so · far, . the 
educational efforts mounted· have 
not been enough and. in many 
cases, have been too vague. 

"A considerable number of 
people did not know·that AIDS is 
transmitted by semen," he said 

The seven page survey has 
been available in Memphis area 
bars and has been distributed 
through the Memphis Gay 
Coalition and Black and White 
Men Together. Norton stresses 
that the survey is strictly 
confidential and there are no 
identifying marks on either the 
survey or return envelope which 
would identify the person 
responding. 

Preliminary results show a 
number of interesting facts: 

eMost area men at high risk 
do not know their antibody status 

eThe most trusted source of 
information is a Gay newssource 

eThe least trusted somt:e of 
information was doctors 

eMany people did not know 
there was a local· ·AIDS infor
mation line. 

Answers to AIDS Questfons 
726-4299 7:30 PM - 11 :30 PM 

AIDS SW�TCHBOARD 

GayFest '87 
June27-28 

A Celebration of Gay Life 

GayFest will have food, 
games, prizes, arts & 

crafts, and information 
presented 1Q the Gay 

. Community� the Gay 
Con:-munity. 

. . . 

: ·sh��-�ci��· P�ide-
· Reserve booth space now 

for your club, organization 
or business. Flea Market 
and crafts spaces also 
available. Booth spaces are 
8' x 8' for $25. 

Deadline for reservation is 
June 1, 1987. For further 
information or to reserve a 
booth, call 454- 1411. 

. . � .. .· 

Supp.ort Gay Businesses and Advertisers ._, 

They. Keep Gay Pride�-AIIvet. 



National Women's Music Festival 

The National Women's I lectures on a wide variety of 
Music Festival (May 29-May 31) writing-related topics. The 
will provide three full days and featured speakers will be: Mary 
evenings of music, laughter, Daly, author of Pure Lust: 
learning, talking, playing, and Elemental Feminist Philosophy, 
growing. Although music is an Gyn/Ecology, Beyond God the 
important part of this festival, its Father; Cheryl Clarke, feminist 
emphasis is the broad spectrum of poet of living as a Lesbian; and, 
workshops, special conferences, Nancy K. Bereano, editor and 
networking, and seminars. The publisher of Firebrand Books. 
Festival will again be held on the The Women's Spirituality 
campus of Indiana University in Conference will feature Hallie 
Bloomington, Indiana utilizing its Austin Inglehart, leader of 
convenience and comfort. Womanspirit workshops and 

Last year, over 140 women author of Womanspirit: A Guide 
presented workshops on aU areas to Women's Wisdom; Sonia 
including the Women's Johnson, excommunicated from 
Spirituality Conference and the the Mormon Church for her 
Writers Conference. Offered again support of the ERA and author of 
�ill be a Women's Oassicial Housewife to Heretic and Going 
Music Series, an Older Women's Out of Oiu Minds:The 
Series, and the Music Industry Metaphysics of Liberation; and, 
Conference. Kay Gardner, New Age composer 

The Writer's Conference will of lyrical, improvisational, and 
provide a forum for both accom- experimental music designed for 
plished and aspiring writers in aU meditation, relaxation and 
genres, and will include healing. 
networking sessions and hands-on Three afternoons of Per
writing wOrkshops, as well as formers' Showcases will 

Flavored 
Condom Gel 
Offered 

Plainfield, NJ - .�r tbose 
who practice safe oral sex, a New 
Jersey company has come up with 
a product called A Tasty Kind of 
Love, according to The Weekly 
News. 

Tasty Love is a flavored gel 
which comes in a soft plastic tube 
and is designed exclusively for 
oral, not lubricating use. Flavors 
are approved FDA natural flavor 
blends. 

Tubes cost $5.95 plus $1.50 
in shipping, and can be procured 
by mail: A Tasty Kind of Love, 
Inc., P.O. Box 2596, Muhlenburg 
Station, Plainfield, NJ 07060-
0596. 

Frontrunners 
Revitalized 

Now that Spring has arrived 
Frontrunners of Memphis has 
been revitalized and now meets at 

Overton Park every Monday 
through Thursday at 5:30 pm at 

the pavillion, just off East Park
way. 

Organizers encourage bicycl
ists to come � set lhe pace. 

To join/
_ 

Fronttunners of 
Memphis. .-tail Matthew for 
further details. 901-74-W575. 

I 
I 

•• 

Huey Backs 
Program to 
Train 
,AJDS Doctors 

Hollywood - Huey Lewis & 
The News has donated $250,000 
to help launch AIDS training 
programs for doctors, according to 
Variety. The prognun will be 
sponsored jointly by the the 
University of California- San 
Francisco and San Francisco 
General Hospital. 

The program will be aimed 
at training physicians who 
fmished medical school before the 
AIDS epidemic began. Selected 
Bay Area doctors will be the farst 
to take part in the program, with 
doctors from around the country 
and world ultimately partici
pating. 

Lewis' donation includes 
$60,000 eamwiced for four San 
Francisco community service 
programs that provide support 
services for AIDS victims. The 
four are: The Shanti Project, The 
Hospice Program of San 
Francisco, the Coming Home 
Hospice, and the San Francisco 
AIDS Fowtdation. 

Midler, LaBelle 
Raise Big Bucks 

The quintessential Beverly 
Hills matton (these days, 
anyway), Bette Midler, raised 
$10,000 recently by taking a 
print of her new movie 
Olllrageous Fortune to a benefit 

feature the best in local and 
regional artists. This year's 
performers include Kris Purdy, 
Lynn Lavner, Sherry Shute & 
Band, Mimi Fox, Susan Whiting, 
Connie Kaldor, Elisa Odabashian, 
Jennifer Berezan with Nina 
Gerber, MC Judy Fjell, and 
special guests Susan Herrick, 
Sheila Gostick, JoAnn Loulan, 
and Betsy Lippitt. 

There will be three nights of 
music, poetry, and comedy. 
Friday night's Mainstage Concert 
includes: Tracy Chapman, Kate 
Clinton, Ferron, and MC Sue 
Fink. Saturday night's concert 
includes Marie Rhines, Deuce, 
and Sweet Honey in the Rock. 
Sunday's Mainstage will feature 
Barbara Higbie, Heather Bishop, 
and Tret Fure with her band. 

Registration costs $74. 
Room and board on campus is 
available. For more information 
and a brochure write to: NWMF. 
P.O. Box 5217, Bloomington, IN 

47402 or call (317) 637-4938. 

for AIDS Project of Los Angeles. 
"I can't think of a worthier 

cause in the country or the world 
than this cause," said Midler. As 
a token of APLA's appreciation, 
Midler was. awarded a kevchain 
ooooonr&o1dCi- ·wrucli slie�tea 
"soooo tasteful." 

Patti LaBelle held a ·cOncert 
in Philadelphia Feb. 20 wbich 
raised an estimated $40,000 for 
the American Foundation for 
AIDS Research (AmFAR). 
LaBelle said she got the idea for 
the benefit after having a chat 
with Elizabeth Taylor who is 
national co-chair of AmFAR. 

. Asked if she was concerned 
about being linked with such a 
controversial disease, LaBelle 
said, "I'm controversial. For all I 
know, I might have it (AIDS) 
one day. The disease can affect 
anyone. There are a lot of sick 
people in abe world, and it's not 
the ones with AIDS." 

Jerry's New 800 
Number 

For lhose of you still ·into 
harassing Jerry Falwell, he has a 
new toll-free number. One caller 
reports having called the number 
200 times in one day. Each call 
costs Falwell about $1. The 
number of 1-800-322-6722. 

By abe way Falwell rated 
lower on a favorable rating scale 
than Soviet premier Mikhail 
Gorbachev in a recent Gallup 
Poll. 

Should be interesaesting to 

see what he does with the P1L 
Club now that Jim and Tammy 
are gone. 

. 

THE 

BIBLE 
AND 

HOMO§EXU ALKTY 

What Do They 11_ave In 
common? 

Starting In May, every Wednesday 
night at Agape New Life Church we 
will study "Homosexuality and the 
Bible - coming to Crlps With Being A 
cay Christian". 

ThiS six week study will foCus on finding out the trufh 
about what the Bible ac tua lly says about 
homosexuality. Is It wrong? or Is this something that 
has creeped Into our philosophy over the past 2000 
years1 _JQin. us as we cover lndept the Old and New 
Testaments and discover what God really said. 

At Agape New Ufe Church we believe GOd 
created us as we are - gay - and OOd wants 
us to be happy and content In God's love. 

To find out more abOut this study or any of 
our regular services can us at: 

327-4145 

Agape New 
Life Church 

we meet every sunday at11 AM fOr Worship, Praise& 

Prayer. we encourage EVERYONE to attend. we 

dOn't discriminate. 

Watch For our Vacation Bible 
School Coming This Summert 

B 
n 

PW 
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Britain to Close 
Doors to PWA's 

London, England - The 
Home Office, the agency which 
conuols immigration into the 
United Kingdom, has developed a 
plan they feel will halt the spread 
of AIDS there. 

The immigration officials 
plan to detain and expel all 
uavelers suspected of having 
AIDS. The plan mandates that 
offiCials will detain immigrants 
based on a sight diagnosis. Once 
detained, the traveler will be 
submitted to a medical 
examination. If the person is 
found to have AIDS, he or she 

. will be expelled from the country. 

Since a sight diagnosis of a 
PW A is tantamount to trying to 
identify, on sight, any person 
with cancer or heart disease, 
opponents fear the plan will end 
up using arbiuary data like 
perceived sexual orientation, race, 
or nationality. 

The plan is expected to be 
approved by Prime Minister 
Thatcher's Cabinet soon. "Our 
heterosexual population is 
relatively clear of (AIDS)," stated 
a British AIDS specialisL "Our 
problem is, how do we keep it 
that way'?" 

MEN-BOYS

DRAG QUEENS 

AND COCO 

NOW Has New 
Officers 

There have been executive 
officer changes in the Memphis 
Chapter of the National 
Organization for Women, caused 
by the resignation of Susan 
McKenzie. Taking over as 
president of the chapter for the 
duration of the term is Deb 
Tinan. Lauren Beyer has been 
appointed as First Vice-PresidenL 

In other NOW News, the 
April and May general meetings 
will be held at the Highland 
Branch library at 7 PM the fiCSt 
Tuesday of the month. The June 
meeting will be back at the 
regular meeting place in the main 
library. 

Free Resources 
for Gay Couples 

Partners newsletter offers a 
free annotated list of "Resources 
for Gay and Lesbian Couples." 
The list contains information on 
social, political, and support 
groups around the country who 
serve Gay and Lesbian couples. 
Books and audio-visual materials 
are also listed. 

To receive a copy, send a self
addressed, stamped business-sized 

envelope to Partners, Box 9685, 
Seattle, WA 98109. 

Partners: The Newsletter for 
Gay and Lesbian Couples, is an 
eight-page monthly containing 
features, interviews, news, media 
reviews, and articles by readers 
and professionals. According to 
publishers Stevie Bryant and 
Demian, "Partners provides 
practical information and ideas 
couples can use to develop 
satisfying and successful 
relationships." Partners is 
available by subscription for $36 
per year. 

Maryland 
Sodomy Repeal 
Bill Introduced 

Annapolis, MD - In 
response to the Supreme Court's 
Hardwick decision, State Sen. . 
Julian Lapides has introduced a 
sodomy repeal bill to the 
Maryland legislature. Maryland 
law provides penalities of up to 
ten years in prison and $1000 
fmes for crimes of oral sex or 
"any other unnatural or perverted 
sexual practice" between a person 
and another "person or animal." 
This is the fti-st time a repeal 
measure has been introduced since 

1980. Lapides inuoduced the bill 

I 
Committee. Owens previously 

because "long time stumbling had stated that his committee 
block" Joe Owens no longer would never "authorize queers." 

chairs the House Judiciary 

WE'RE A LITTLE BIT 
-----.�..---

••• WHEN IT COMES TO DEUVERING 

Don't Miss An Issue! 
$8.00 a year 

Mail to GAZE, Box 3038, Memphis, TN 38173.0038 
Please make checks payable to GAZE. 

Name ____________________________________ _ 

Address 
City, State, Zip-------------------------

Please do not forget your zip code! 

WE HAVE EVERYTHING? 

BEER BUSTS- HAPPY. HOUR 

COMEDY SHOWS

MALE STRIPPERS 

"WHAT NEXT?" 

1268 MADISON 725-1909 

HAPPY HOUR NOON TO 7 PM DAIL V 
Bottle Beer 85¢ - Mug Draught 50¢ - 60 oz. Pitcher $2.25 

Monday-

Tuesday
Saturday-

Male Strippers + Trixie & Guests + Beer Bu�t 
$2.00 Cover- Beer Bust 8-12 Show 9:30 to Midnight 
$1 Beer Bust 8 to Midnight 
10 PM - No Cover - Comedy Shows with ?????? 

PATIO COOKOUTS STARTING IN APRIL! 

-THANkS FOR YOUR PATRONAGE
WE ARE HERE TO SERVE YOU. 



Faerie Tales From The Middle of Nowhere 

by Endora. Lady Astor 

It turned cold last night. 
Several blankets were required, 
but I slept warm; and now it is 
morning. My borrowed bed is 
upstairs, level with three 
windows. The silence of deep 
night has given over to chicken 
and goat noises. Somebody 
overslept, but is now out 
milking the herd. Going briefly 
outside on a necessary errand 
wakes a body up better than a 
shower. Has anybody _started a 
flee? (Comfort takes some doing 
up here.) So I do. Welcome to 
Short Mountain. 

I am presently visiting Short 
Mountain Sanctuary, a Gay 
commune located somewhere. in 
the gray area between Timbuktu, 
Hush Puckne, and Chiulin' 
Switch. The primary contact with 
civilization is a car battery and 
National Public Radio. This is 
one place where "they can't find 
you," a mist enshrouded location 
MJifr1t does indeed exist in 
� County in East 
Teilpessee. 

Short Mountain is a great 
place for a mental regroup. In the 
winter, day may be as silent as 
night. In warm months, the 
;W�ljt�de . of .�ntry .. wunds 
m•es me · aware of life's 
inclbdies overhead, underfoot, and 
31faiound. Company or solitude 

is available; friendliness and 
welcome are hallmarks. 

I know you're not gonna 
believe this, but roughing it can 
be fun (not in the sack, 
pottybrain). This is communal 
living; the idea is that everyone 
helps. A city girl of great 
refmement and delicacy can be 
taught the fine art of goat milking 
or discover that splitting kindlin' 
may be very much to her taste. A 
guest cook (who arrives fully 
aware that she is dealing with a 
wood burning stove) is thrice 
welcome, especially when armed 
with food. Those whose 
butchitude encompasses the 
wielding of a chain saw may find 
an emotional oudet in that highly 
useful pastime. A very moderate 
daily fee can relieve those of the 
most delicate natures from the 
above tasks, but the desire to chip 
in is infectious. Having to fmd 
the "litde house behind the big 
house" (known in these here parts 
as the Chapel) f<r certain personal 
purposes is more than 
compensated for by acres of 
hiking space, friendly neighbors, 
the prettiest springs and autumns 
around, and the option to wear 
whatever you choose or not 
choose. 

The residents jp'e primari�y 
male; .but many women visit, 
mostly during the two yearly 
Gatherings. Special private space 

memphis 
BLACK& WHITE 

MEN TOGETHER 
. An.lnterraclal Gay Organization for All People 

Statement of Purpose 
Black and WMe Men Together of Memphis, Inc. is a Gay 
interracial organizations committed to fostering supportive 
environments wherein racial and cultural barriers can be 
overcome and the goal of human equalijy realized. To these ends, 
we engage in educational, polttical, cultural, and social activijies 

-as means of dealing with racism, sexism, homophobia, and other 
inequtties in our community !iW,!n our lives. . 

Sunday,April5- Win��ond Cheese, Joe's, 7:00 
PM 

Wednesday, April 8 - Discussion Group: "If I 
Were Mayor of Memphis,· Irwin's, 7:30 
PM 

Saturday, April 18 -Yard Sole, 2015 Court, 
8AM-1 PM 

Thursday, April 23 - Discussion Group: "What I 
Would Uke the Easter Bunny To Bring 
Me" lrwin's, 7.:30 PM . : . . . 

·For details: Call Bill (272-3705), Jeff/Mark (278-
7092), Joe (274-6280), Irwin (726-1461) or write 
BWMT/Memphis, P.O. Box 41772, Memphis, TN. 
38174-1773 

can be set aside if desired. The 
scenery is fine, both growing and 
walking; and new faces turn up all 
the time. Whenever there is 
company, as is frequently the 
case, every night is special. After 
dinner pastimes include pleasant 
conver�tion, dressing up (you 
name it, so long as it's 
comfortable), and warmth. The 
fantasy of a nonstop orgy is 
tempting, but false. Affection 
abounds, however. Everybody 
hugs everybody, and touching is 
something as natural as speech. 
Everything from world news to 
philosophy, from farm matters to 
git-down dishing takes place by 
the light of kerosene lamps 
indoors or f"uelight outdoors in 
warm weather. 

The Gay lifestyle contains 
many facets and subcultures. One 
of these is a rural group of Gay 
people, country/farm oriented or 
communal. Many refer to 
themselves as Faeries. Short 
Mountain hosts two week-long 
Faerie Gatherings each year, one 
in the spring and one in the 
autumn. These coincide with two 
ancient celebrations, the 
beginning and end of the growing 
season. The group assembled is 
varied, fascinating, co-sexual, and 
full of inte.(estillg outlooks and 
philosophies. Marty of these earth 
and open spaces oriented people 
are more aware, active, and 
concerned about Gay issues and 
politics than your average disco 
diva who may be more 
immdeiately affected by a sudden 
shift in opinion. Surprising, n'est
ce pas? 

The main thing one should 
expect from a visit to Short 
Mountain is uniqueness. Every 
visit is different, every person 
finds something special. Finding 
a special person is sometimes 
possible, finding friendship is 
normal. Learning that fresh 
goat's milk does not taste at all 
like feta cheese is pleasant; the 
frequent absence of meat can be an 
interesting change. It is the 
ultimate getting away from it all, 

in a Gay atmosphere. As the 
roads curve more, the driving gets 
slower. As the pavement turns to 
gravel and then stone (do not take 
your low-slung furrin' sports car), 
the city seems far, far away. 
Time changes. There will be 
welcome when you arrive; and 
you can count on a little glow 
which you will carry with you 
afterward, and which may bring 
you back again. 

With affection, 
Endora, Lady Astor 

(Short Mountain Sanctuary 

Softball 
continued from page 2 

open enough for that. Well, it 
isn't Memphis that isn't ready, 
it's the older crowd that has had it 
too easy for too long. Maybe 
they suffered for the things that 
they achieved, but are we, The 
Up and Coming Generation, 
going to sit back on the same 
laurels that our predecessors laid 
out for us, or shall we create a 
new, more stable framework for 
those that follow and for 
ourselves as well? 

consists of two hundred acres, 
mostly woods, old fields, steep 
hollows, and narrow ridges. Right 
in the middle of the tract is an 
antebellum log cabin and a huge 
bam. Nearby is the spring for 
drinking water. It is located 
roughly between Murfreesboro 
and McMinnville, specifically 
between Woodbury ,and Gassaway 
and Liberty and Dowelltow.n. For 
more infonnation .fllld. detailed 
directions� write tO Short 
Mountain Sanctuary, Route I, 
Box 98A, Liberty, 1N 37095. 
(No, there isn't a phone, 
Ernestine.) 

The Memphis Gay Coalition, 
Aphrodite, Tsarus, Wings, the 
bars, and the Atheltic association 
all require your help to grow. It's 
time to put forth a little more 
effort and get involved in your 
community before the fear .and 
oppression that comes. . from 
ignorance (the AID,S _ epidanic) 
places us all in a position of 
chaos. With a little optimism, 
and a lot of help, we can build a 
strong, unified, and proud 
community. 
Mauhew Presley .. · .  , .... 1 

Memphis 

Ancient Porn 
Archaeologists in Pompeii, Italy, recently unearthed the 

remains of a sailors' bathhouse and, much to their dismay, found 
five rather explicit murals of Gay male orgies, according to The 
Weekly News. 

However, these paintings will not be made available, t() . 
the public. Instead, they will be open only to "�enui�. 
unemotional scholars." In accordance with King FranceScO:s 
orders of 1819, these paintings, as well as all other erotic objects 
found at Pompeii, will be kept locked away in a private chamber 
in Italy's Archaeological Museum. 

SE Conference 
conitnued from page 1 

Registration for the Con
ference is $22 ($27 after April 
15, $35 at the door) and includes 
membership in SECLGM. 
Accomodations at the Sheraton 
Hotel including an extensive 

meal package are $245 for single, 
$185 double for 3 nights/four 
days. 

For further information, con
tact the Memphis Gay Coalition 
or write Southeastern Conference, 
P.O. Box 22508, Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL 33335. 
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Congratulations to 
TSAR US 

on their 
1Oth Anniversary! 

Phone 711-8963 


