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Playgirl Goes 
Back to Nudes 

Los Angeles - Playgirl 
magazine has decided to go back 
to printing frontal male nudes 
beginning with the November 
issues on newsstands now. Editor
in-chief Nancie S. Martin stated 
that readers said, "This is the way 
we like to see men." 

Ten months ago, the 
magazine, which also has a large 
Gay readership, decided to delete 
the fuil frontal nudity saying that 
"mystery" was what their readers 
wanted. Subscription and news
stand sales plummeted. 

Ha n.Took 
AIDS Tesfng 

After Liberace · 

Dinner 
Jessica Hahn, who gained 

notoriety for a sexual encounter 
with former PlL founder Jim 
Bakker, reportedly took an AIDS 
antibody test after sharing food 
with the late Llberce, according to 
the New York Daily News. 

The newspaper reported that 
Hahn shared food with the pianist 
who died in February of AIDS
related causes. According to the 
newspaper, her test results were 
negative. 

Hahn, who called Liberace a 
"good friend," told the"newspaper 
that she visited with th"' p1anist 
while he was performing at Radio 
City Music Hall and also visited 
his home. 

Dominic Barbara, Hahn's 
attorney, could provide no details 
of how Hahn and the entertainer 
met or how they became friends. 
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What YOUR Elected Oflicals Had to Say 

Memphis MOW Delegation Visits TN Legislators 
Members of the Tennessee 

contingent to the National March 
on Washington paid visits to the 
offices of three West Tennessee 
congressmen and both Tennessee 
Senators Oct. 9. The purpose of 
the visits on Friday was to bring 
the message of the mass demon
stration on Sunday home to 
individual lawmakers as relating 
to their particular constituents. 

Since most of the lawmakers 
were , out of town for the 
Columbus Day long weekend, 
legislative aides met with the 
delegation. 

Legislation spotlighted by 
the delegation included th Civil 
Rights Act of 1987 and the Civil 
Rights Restoration Act 'now 
being cliscussed in the Senate. 
These w�ll broaden the scope of 
civil rights legislation '- includ
ing specifics on Gay rights -
which have been narrowed by 
Supreme Court decisions recent-
ly. 

. 

Two similar bills and an act 
known as the Hate Crime Sta
tistics Act are being discussed in 
the House of Representatives. 
The Hate Crime Statistics Act 
would gather infonnation on 
crimes that manifest prejudice in 

. many instances -including anti
Gay violence. Gay support for 
these bills was discussed with the 
three congressmen. 

· The following are some. of 
the impressions the delegates 
received: 

Rep. Harold Ford 
(D-TN, Dist. 9) 

The delegation met with 
David Warr, a congressional aide, 
whose focus is on human rights 
issues. He noted that Rep. Ford 
has a special assistant for AIDS
related issues. Congressman Ford 
is a co-sponsor of both ci-vil 
rights bills, and the delegation 
strongly urged his sponsorship 
and support of the Hate Crimes 
bilL The fact that some members 
of the Gay ,delegation could lose 
their jobs on the basis of their 
lobbying efforts as Gay people 

seemed to disturb . Warr. "We 
were confident that our message 
was being heard by this office," 
said Vincent Astor, a member of 
the delegation. "They were very 
responsive," he said. 

Rep. Ed. Jones 
(D-TN, D.ist. 8) 

The delegation was politely 
received by Rep. Jones' legis
lative aide. His district is 
primarily rural and his focus is 
mainly agricultural. The same 
three congressionru bills were 
mentioned. It was· remarked that 
the House, as a whole, was to b<E 
commended for their fmancial 
support in the 987 �dget -and 
additional appropriations concern
ing AIDS issues. 

"Although they were polite, 
they didn't seem to be very 
interested," said Matt Presley, a 
member of the delegation. "We do 
not know whether we left a 
lasting impression," he stated. 

Rep. Don Sundquist 
(R-TN, Dist. 7) 

Because of Sundquist's poor 
voting record on civil rights and 
AIDS appropriations bills, the 
delegation approached his office 
slightly more aggressively than 
some of the others. Specifically, 
the legislation supporteQ by Rep. 
Sundquist requiring mandatory 
testing for HIV 10 many areas 
was addressed. The delegation 
offered many reasons why his 
constituents would oppose such a 
bill from a common sense 
standpoint. 

"As we were leaving, we 
overheard someone on the tele- . 
phone in the next office use the 

· tenn 'faggot'," Kerel Ard, a 
delegate, remarked. "We had the 
feeling that Sundquist was in the 
office, but wouldn!t talk with us," 
he stated. 

Sen Albert Gore (R-TN) 
he Gay delegation was warmly 

v=...._rm -Sen. Gore's legis
lative aide, . urowitz, who 
presented iliem with of 
remarks made by the seil<ttor on 
AIDS at various speaking 

engagements. This aide and a 
secretary took many notes 
and gave the delegation their 
undivided attention, as well as, 
summoning another health
oriented · assistant into the 
meeting to answer questions. The 
delegation urged that as much 
financial aid as possibie be left in 
the 1988 budget . for • AIDS 
research, treatment and education. 

"We were delighted to find 
out that Sen. Gore is a 

.
co-

' 

sponsor of both civil·rights bills 
and that his voting record has 
been very supportive," Astor said. 
"Although he has not been 
particularly vocal in our s 1pport, 
we were given the strong 
impression that we were being 
listened to seriously. It was best 
meeting we had had so far," he 
said. 

Sen Jim Sasser (D-TN) 
Legislative Aide Rosemary 

Warren received the delegation. 
The delegation found the senator's 
voting record to be very satis
factory and that he also is a co
sponsor of both civil rights acts. 

The last meeting of the day 
was in a very relaxed and recep

. tive atmosphere. Ms. Warren 

enlighten� the group on some of 
the strategies required to pass 
legislation in Congress. She 
inform·ed the delegation that one 
specific bill's failure does not 
mean that the issue is dead. Many 
times, similar legislation appears 
in both house and varies only 
slightly. Lawmakers who are 
strongly in favor of any measure 
will continue to press for it 
through various re .. writings until 
it becomes acceptable to the 
majority. . 

Overall, one thing was 
apparent. When a legislator finds 
a constituent in the office who 
has come many miles to visit 
Washington and takes the trouble 
to make their views known by a 
personal visit, they notice. The 
voter has made a special effort to 
be heard. 

"Actually participating in the 
legislative process i� ·a powerful 
thing. A group of Gay people 
approaching an influential mem
ber of Congress? Twenty years 
ago, not likely. Last month, a 
reality. As bad as things may be, 
only in America is this even 
possible," Astor declared. 

Lesbian Minister 
Suspended 

A Methodist jury has found Rev. Rose Mary Denman guilty 
of violating church Jaw which prohibits Gay people from being 
ministers. 

After 3 hours of hearings, the jury voted 12-1 to suspend 
Denman _: the lowest possible sentence, according to The 
Weekly News. Morris Floyd, a spokesperson from the church's 
Gay caucus, stated that the lenient decision shows that the jury 
may have understood the "illogical nature of the church's policy" 
banning Gay ministers. He insisted, however, that this is not a 
victory in that he doubts this will change the church's attitude 
toward the Gay clergy of the church. 

"Even if the laws were to change tomorrow, it would still 
be impossible for Gay people to be ministers," he said. "There 
would still be homophobic bishops and congregations that would 
make it impossible to happen." The church brought charges 
against Denman when she told the church that she was a Lesbian 
as she asked them to renew a leave of absence so she could 
s :tch to a more accepting denomination. 



Now That the March Is Over come from constituents as well as 
elected officials. 

to be out We can't afford the 
luxury of being in the closet 
because there are too many crazy 
people ready to nail those closet 
door shut forever, with us inside. 

I regret that I was unable to 
attend the March on Washington. 
I regret it even more, now that 
I've heard some of the stories of 
the people returning from the 
march. I know about the time, 
effort, and money that went into 
the planning of the trip for 
various contingents. But listening 
to the stories of the caniaradarie, 
the spirit, and the general sense of 
just feeling good about yourself 
that the participants brought back 
with them, I know, to them, it 
was worth it all. 

But I've already heard the faint 
grumblings of "why does it take a 
special event like this to bring us 
together?" "Why can't we feel that 
sense of spirit and well-being all 
the timet' "Why can't Memphis 
be different?" 

111 answer those questions 
with another questrion - "What 

happens now, now that the 
March is over?" Now that the 
supporting crowds are gone ... 
now that we're back home and 
don't have the benefit of being an 
anonymous face in a crowd in a 
strange city, what do we do? Do 
we continue to speak out and 
make our local government 
officials face the problems? Do 
we continue to work towards 
legislation to ensure a better life 
for ourselves and the Gays who 
follow us? Do we remain strong, 
united, and working together for 
the betterment of the Memphis 
Gay community? 

Or do we go back to the way 
we were? Do we sink back into 
the background again because we 
can't risk being recognized? Do 
we remain silent because we are 
afraid. of drawing attention to 
ourselves? Do we let petty 
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bickering among ourselves split 
us up into too many ineffectual 
little cliques? 

I would hope that we have 
learned · something in 
Washington. We should have 
learned that there are elected 
officials who chose to ignore us; 
or worse, work against us. But 
we should also have learned that 
there are elected officials who are 
willing to listen and willing to 
work with us to help us get 
something we want. But they 
want something else in return. 
They want our support if we 
expect them to go to the wire for 
us. And that doesn't mean 
promises of. support that never 
materialize. Empty promises can 

Gaze encourages letters from its 
readers. Letters should be as short 
as possible and must be signed. 
Names will be withheld by 
request, but anonymous letters 
will not be published. 

March Letters 
Project 

I was so emotionally moved 
by the March on Washington for, 
love and life, Oct. 10-11, that I 
must thank you, my Gay and 
Lesbian brothers and sisters, our 
friends and relatives, for coming 
to my home and .making my city 
so beautiful with ·your love and 
solidarity. I will carry the 
experience with me always, and it 
will nourish me in a million 
situations. 

I want to honor and enhance 
the love and communion we 
created in Washington by keeping 
the spirit of the �ch -alive. I 
want to do this by publishing a 

We should have brought back 
the idea that we can make 
changes. We can make things 
different. But we have got to do it 
for ourselves. We can't wait for 
someone else to do it for us. 

Some folks returned to 
Memphis to discover that through 
the miracle of television they 
have come out' to friends and 
loved ones in Memphis. Well, so 
be it. They are the lucky ones. 
For them, it's · out in the open 
where it can be discussed and dealt 
with, for better or worse. For the 
others, they are the unlucky ones. 
They still have to deal with the 
how and when of coming out. 
And to be effective, to make 
changes, to do anything, we have 

compilation of letters expressing 
the feelings, thoughts, and 
experiences of those of you who 
came to Washington and 
participated in the March. 

The March was a unique 
experience in all of our lives and 

· it will make our community 
stronger if we know how the 
other hundreds of thousands of 
Gay and Lesbian people, their 
friends and relatives, feel about 
the'March. It will be more than a 
souvenir; it will be a tangible 
reminder of our individual and 
collective aspirations. Therefore, I 
call it the Great March Letters 
Project. 

I am sending this letter to 
Gay and Lesbian newspapers and 
bookstores across the country to 
reach as many as I can who came 
to the March. You can help me 
teli • qthers about the Letters 
Project, if you will, and 
contribute a valuable page to our 
history. 

" 
� .. �,. �, �s 

MATURE GAY (1� 
MEN AND WOMEN . 

And believe me, the stress of 
hiding and the fear of being 
discovered is much worse than 
any coming out experience I've 
heard about. So what.do we do? 
Do we pick up any weapons we 
can fmd and fight for our right to 
be treated like human beings? Or 
do we crawl back into the dark 
like those disgusting, many
legged things that hide under 
rocks and scurry away when 
exposed to the light of day? 

What do we do now that the 
March is over? 

As a practical matter, I ask 
you to write legibly on white 
paper, using a typewriter or dark 
ink. Please include where you 
live, your age, and whether you 
are a Gay man, a lesbian, or a 
friend or relative. Include only 
your initials on the letter if you 
do not want your name published. 
I will photocopy your letter; I 
cannot transcribe it or decipher it. 
If you have other correspondence, 
please include it on a separate 
sheet I do not have the resources 
to respond to inquiries, but I will 
place an announcement in this 
paper or bookstore when the 
Great March Letters Project is 
available. Please send your 
letters to STEPHEN 
WESTFALL, P.O. BOX 11509, 
'CLEVELAND PARK STA
TION, WASHINGTON, D.C. 
20008. 

Fraternally, 
Stephen Westfall 

A new social group is -bemg formed. Meet and mingle with other 
Gay men . and JVomen like yourself. A social function is bei�g 
planned now for mid-January. We are especially interested m 

re.aching the non-bar-going Gay population over 30 who would like 
to meet new people. If you are interested in meeting other mature, 
. e ed (but not necessarily coupled) Gay people, call 454· � -!11 for 

ation. 



�OTH� - 
� BAR�� 

1349 Autumn, Memphis TN 38104 
(901) 278-9353 

�r • , .Jl 

Grant Dixon's ' �.��Jbnt�odz ��v � 

''Victims of Desire'' 

The Midwest's #1. Male· Revue 
-

Your presence is. highly requested to attend an 
evening that will fulfill all your fantasies. 

Fliiday ar.ad Saturday 
November 6 & 7 . 

Two Shows Nightly 
11 :00 PM. & 1 :00 AM 

Cover $3.00 - Beer Bust 8-11 
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Dial-A-Porn Ban 
Called Unconstitutional 

Washington Federal 
officials have expressed doubts 
about the constitutionality of a 
prohibition against "dial-a-porn" 
services, but said steps are being 
taken to assure that children will 
not have access to the services. 
Attention was focused recently on 
the services when ABC's 20!20 
produced a segment noting that 
some teens had run up bills 
totalling thousands of ·dollars by 
calling the services. 

Justice Dept and Federal 
Communications Commission 
(FCC) officials told Congress 
that, while they agree with the 
thrust of the bill to outlaw Dial-a
porn services, they feel it would 
likely violate the free speech 
provisions of the constitution. 

Dial-a-porn services 
generally operate on a 976 
telephone exchange in an area. 
The service is also used for 
information services. Callers are 
assessed a fee for each call with a 
portion of the proceeds going to 
the phone company and the 
remainder going to the company 
originating the · service. 
Nationwide polls are oflen 
conducted using 976 numbers. 

"lf! our view, (the 
legislation) would impose an 
undue burden on protected speech 
because it would prohibit indecent 
'dial-a-porn' messages outright," 
said Brent Ward, U.S. Attorney 
for Utah, at a hearing by a House 
subcommittee on 
telecommunications. 

Diane Killory, general 
counsel for the FCC, also voiced 
reservations. A bill authored by 
Rep.Thomas Bliley (R-VA) to 
outlaw dial-a-porn serviees has 
been introduced into the U.S. 
House of Representatives for 
consideration. Kil noted that 

the FCC · is moving to protect 
children from lascivious 
messages. 

The FCC recently issued 
rules to carry out a 1983 law that 
requires dial-a-porn purveyors to 
ensure that children cannot reach 
their messages. The rules seek to 
confine the messages to adultS by 
requiring messages providers to 
take vne of the following 
safeguards: 

• Require all callers to use 
credit cards 

• Provide each caller with a 
preassigned access code 

Scramble all adult 
messages so callers would have 
to use decoding devices. 

The FCC rules have been 
challenged by message providers 
and the ACLU of New York in 
the U.S. 'Second Ciicuit Court of 
Appeals. They contend that the 
restrictions are too vague and 
would-unjustifiably restrict free 
speech. 

Killory said the FCC 
expected a court ruling on its 
revised set of dial-a-porn rules 
within a few months. 

Extortion Letter 
Terrorizes Gays 

The FBI and the U.S. Postal 
Service are investigating the 
source of letters sent to a number 
of Gay men in the Long Beach, 
CA area threatening "violent 
pressures against you" if they do 
not pay $3000. The only 
identification on the letters is the 
name of a group called Com
munity Control of the Lord's 
Order and an Aug. 5 postmark 
from Baltimore. 

According to The 
Washington Blade, the letters 
include . information 

!fantasy+ 
'Desire= 

L'5l(jf£9\[ 
(LA SHAN) 

Through His Erotic Dance 
He Will Unleash These 

Two Inhibitions That Are 
Kept Harboured 

Deep Inside 

The Perfect 
Party Favor 

579-7219 
Pager Number: After 2 

beeps, enter your number, 
and hang up 

that the sender knows specific 
facts about the lives of the 
recipients. Apparently the dozen 
recipients do not share common 
group membership� ' or affilia
tions. Some have '�n aduJJ'i'h 
Gay rights activities, but others 
are closeted. One man who 
received a letter said that it 
contained accurate information on 
his personal life. 

The letters reportedly 
demand that the recipients pay a 
single payment ol�$3000 in 
January as a "stay tribute." 
Someone from the organization 
is supposed to contact the 
recipients to make further 
arrangements. 

According to the letter, their 
"agents will be armed and we 
have our own intelligence 
department and we have valid 
compromises in the law 
enforcement (sic) who will report 
any suspicious move you make." 

The Los Angeles FBI office 
confirmed that they have received 
calls from men who had received 
these letters but would not 
elabora�P. on the details of the 
investigation. 

Lesbian Wins 7-
. year Battle with 
A:rmy 

Milwaukee-The U.S. 
District Court of Appeals in 
Chicago ruled in August that Sgt. 
Miriam Ben-Shalom must be · 
reinstated as a member of the U.S. 
Army Reserves even though she is 
openly Lesbian. Ben-Shalom was 
discharged in 1976 when she told 
her· commanding. officer that she 
was a Lesbian. 

Although the Army reinstated 
her in 1980 under a federal court 
order, Ben-Shalom contended the 
military made her life difficult in 

.. .. 

order to get her to resign. She 
ftled contempt charges against the 
Army in 1983. The 7th District 
Court twice before ruled in her 
favor. 

In addition to repriJl.landing 
the Army for not "fully 
reinstating her," the court further 
ordered the Army to guarantee that 
no retaliation would be taken 
against Ben-Shalom. "For 
example, her assignments and 
orders must not be tainted in any 
way by her professed off-base 
Lesbianism. Put more simply, the 
Army may not make Ben
Shalom's career more difficult or 
burdensome because of her sexual 
preference," reads the order. 

Memphis Ga4 
Switchboard 

726-GAYY 
Information 

Referrals 
Counseling 

Staffed Nightly 7:30-11:30 pm 

Behind the masks. • • 

·-

... you may have more 
questions than answers. 

Sometimes talking can help. 
, A group of Gay women and men 

hav to. med an informal rap/support group 
t -�· ·· nd our knowledge of ourselves 

··. ·· · as Gay people. 

Meetings are held in Meeting Room A 
at the Main Library at Peabody & Mclean 

at 7:30 on the third Monday of each month. 

Next Meeting 

onday, November 16 
/ 

.-



Alabama Police_ AIDS List Puts 
Testing Program at Risk 

Montgomery, Ala. 
Disclosures that police have kept 
lists of PW A's could prove 
disastrous to a state program 
aimed at identifying victims of 
the disease, health officials say. 

Both civil libertarians and 
civil rights groups have 
denounced a secret list kept by the 
Montgomery police department as 
being inaccurate and an invasion 
of privacy. Health officials now 
fear that it could also scare people 
away from being tested for the 
AIDS virus. • 

"This was just a disaster we 
didn't need at this time," said Dr. 
Don Williamson, director of 
disease control for the Alabama 
Dept of Public Health. 

A state law went into effect 

Sept 23 which required doctors Mayor Emory Folmar contends is 
and health laboratories to notify . n((t;d� � �life and f�efighters 
the department of the names of will.fJ1pw wti,en they might co�e 
people who test positive for the in contact with someone carrymg 
HIV virus. the AIDS virus. 

In an Associated Press "Anyone who was thinking 
article, Dr. Williamson said about going in for a test is not 
publicity about the list could going to stick their head ont 
only hurt his department's efforts now ... that this thing has become 
to identify PWA's under the law. public," said Holley Midgeley, a 
The law itself has been criticized spokesperson for the Medical 
as coercive and an invasion .of Association for the State of 
privacy by Gay· rights groups Alabama 
even though the health · "Let's say somebody was not 
department and doctors are so scrupulous and was willing to 
prohibited from divulging publish the names," Dr. Fox has 
information about patients. · said. "It would be a tremendous 

Alabama State Public Health potential for harm." 
Director Dr. Earl Fox and civil Dr. Fox said reputations and 
liberties groups are seeking ways careers are at stake. 
of destroying the list, which 

Front Runner 
Stumbles 

Gay people are wondering if 
they'll ever get to see the movie 
version of Patricia Nell Warren's 
classic Gay novel, The Front 
Runner. Over the years this story 1 
of a male olympic athlete who 
has an affair with his running 
coach (also male) has really 
bounced around. Rights have been 
sold, optioned, and bought, but 
still the movie remains 
unproduced. This tjme the rights 
have been sold to the company 
which produced this year's 
academy award winner Platoon, 
Hemdale Releasing. The company 
promised that shooting would 
begin in October (no word yet if 
it did). 

Previous information had it 
that Matt 141ttanzi was -�ing 
considered for the young man. 
According to his wife, Olivia 
Newton-John, "It's not good for 
his image." 

What Have 

They Learned? 

Gay Teens Risk 
A recent edition of the 

Journal of the American Medical 
Asssociation (lAMA), indicates 

Bangor, Maine - Bangor · that 7-34% of Gay teens have 
Gays have found out that the attempted suicide and that these 
more things change, the more attempts are directly attributable 
they stay· the same. When Gay to society's denial of the existence 
men and women and their of Lesbian and Gay youth. 
supporters gathered for the annual 

IGNORANCE 
IS NOT 
BLISS. 

Charlie Howard Memorial The study, entitled 
"Homosexual Youth: A Service, they realized that not 

much has changed in the three Challenge to Contemporary 
years since his death. In 1984, 

Socie_ty," was authored by Dr. 
Howard, a 23-year-old Gay man, Gary Remfadi. Remfadi is 
was ·beaten and thrown off a associated with the University of 

bridge by three homophobic Minnesota Hospital and Clinic. 
teenagers. The youths all pleaded Remfadi's study suggests 
guilty to manslaughter and have that because adolescent 
since been released. homosexuality brings into 

When mourners gathered for , 
the service they found a single 
word spray painted over the sign 
announcing the service: "fag." 
Church member Lois Reed 
allowed the sign to remain as it 
was. "That's what it's all about," 

I she said. · 

conflict two common societal 
values - that children are 
innocent and good and that Gay 
people are destructive and deviant 
- many adults and professional 
resolve the conflict by either 
treating Gay youth as abnormal 
or by denying the possibility that 
they exist at all. 

IT' 
DEADLY. 

On Friday, November 6, at ll p.m., Channel 10 presents a one-hour 
special aimed at sexually active adults. With sensitivity and candor, this 
program suggests steps one can take to minimize the risk of infection by 
the AIDS virus. During the broadcast, viewers may call 458-AIDS for 
information about help available in the Memphis area. 
This program will repeat November 30 at ll p.m. 

AIDS: CHANGING § � = � WKNO . T\/ THE RULES 

A 
Complete 

Leather 
Shop 

· · New Shop Hours 
12N- 8PM 

Tuesdays- Saturdays 
:(Closed Sundays & Mondays) ' 



NOTICE 
Another bar - not to be confused with the 
infamous Another Bat - is opening at 338 
S. Front Street... If you __ are interested in 
being part of the spectacular rebirth of the 
Gay community in downtown Memphis, 
please feel free to drop by RAY'S 
ROCKHOUSE between 2 pm and 4 pm on 
November 10, 1987 to pick up your 
applications ..... 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

. 

· BARTENDERS 
(Experienced with mixed drinks) 

BARBACKS 
(no experience necessary) 

FLOOR WAITERS 
(experience necessary) 

DISC JOCKEYS 
(Experienced, must have own records) 

FEMALE IMPERSONATORS 
(Experienced local talent a plus) 

KITCHEN HELP 
(Cooks, busboys, and waitresses) 

.· 

THANK. YOU, 
DANNY RAY and GREGORY BAKER 



Becky's Space 
By Becky Clendenin Caperton, 
M.S. 
Dear Becky, 

I am a 19-year-old male. I 

recently told my mother that I am 
Gay. Naturally, she was shocked 
and hurt. She says she accepts 
me, but there is an undertone that 
sounds like she is repulsed and 
not as accepting as she'd like to 
think. She's also worried - you 
see, my dad doesn't know yet and 
my mother is sure he'll take it 
badly. We are a very close family, 
especially Mom and Dad, and 
have always shared everything 
with each other. My dad has 
always said he would love us no 
matter what we did, as long as we 
were happy. My mother does not 
wa.nt Dad to know. I do. Should 
Dad know and who should tell 
him 

Name Withheld 
Memphis, TN 
It sounds as though your 

mother wants to protect your dad. 
But it sounds as if she wants to 
protect herself, too. If you think 
you're getting hidden messages 
about being accepted, chances are, 
you're right. I think it's much to 
easy to say "I accept you" and not 
so easy to understand what an 
individual is truly feeling and 
experiencing. My first suggestion 
is to discuss this with your mom. 
Even if you don't get the feedback 
you need and want, you'll have 
made your position clear, and it'll 
give you the feeling that you·ve 
done your best The rest will be 
up to her. 

Now, about your dad. Saying 
you11 love your kids no matter 
what is easy - until something 
like this happens. You cannot 
expect parents to be 100% com
fortable immediately about your 
news. I'm sure you can appreciate 
that they are most likely shocked, 
confused, and bewildered. It's very 
different from coming home and 
announcing a change in careers. 
Please understand, I'm not taking · 
up for your dad - I just want you 
to see that this isn't going to be 
easy. 

My second suggestion is 
this: It's not fair for your mother 
to keep this "secret" from him. 
She is trying to protect him. 
That's understandable, but I think 
it's unwise. For them to be open 
and honest as you say they're 
accustomed to doing, this would 
be a difficult thing to keep quiet. 
It would force Mom to be 
dishonest, and even worse, she'd 
have to deal with this alone. If 
you say she's experiencing discom-

fort over your homosexuality (and 
it sounds like that to me, too), 
the best thing for her is to be able 
to talk to your dad, her best 
friend. She needs that support 
syst�m and you cannot be 
expected to c� that burden alone 
- neither can she. I'd say tell 
him and go on from there. It 
appears that you are close, and his 
history of accepting your family 
in the past is some comfort that 
he'll get through this, too. Just 
don't expect instant, open-arms 
acceptance - give him a change 
to ask questions, reflect, and let it 
sink in. Your job? Support them, 
educate them, and accept them, 
too! 

Now. who should tell? I 
know in my family that was 
always the question when a crisis 
came up. I always preferred 
someone do it for me, but I can
not advise that. You are an adult; 
and you've certainly made some 
adult major decisions, namely to 
come out and announce you're 
Gay. It is not your mother's 
responsibility to tell your dad. 
Besides that, if she is uncom-

fortable about all of this, your 
news may not be best presented 
by her. I'd like to see you do it. 
Easy for me to say, right? 
However, I do think honesty is 
the only way now that your 
mother knows, and it can best be 
told by you in a way you'd respect 
and feel good about 

One more thing - you. You 
can't be responsible for your 
parents' attitudes. You can be 
honest and open, but you can't 
force them to · understand and 
accept you. Do your best to 
convey your true feelings about 
being Gay. Then look after you 
- this is your life and you owe it 
to you to feel secure and happy. 
Nurture yourself and value your 
feelings. I'm not saying to ignore 
others' feelings - only remember 
you can't always change people 
and their attitudes. But you can 
work on your own, thus allowing 
yo�;� to feel free to love yourself. 
That's important! 

Got a question? Write to 
Becky, c/o Gaze, P.O. Box 3038, 
Memphis, TN 38173-0038 
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Cut Up Your Visa, 
Remember Waddell · 

A campaign against Visa's 
support of the anti-Gay U.S. 
Olympic Committee has 
progressed rapidly in recent 
weeks, according to the Bay Area 
Reporter. Card holders are 
objecting to the U.S. Olympic 
Committee's 5-year-long lawsuit 
against the Gay Games. Sasha 
Alyson of Alyson Publishers, 
who is coordinating the 
campaign, is asking Visa card 
holders to cut their cards in half, 
sending one half to Visa and the 
other half to him. 

"The campaign is drawing 
widespread support across the 
county," Alyson indicated. "Most 
participants are expressing real 
enthusiasm about finally being 
able to do something about the 
situation. 

Alyson used the half-cards 
sent to him to create a mosaic 
memorial to Tom Waddell, the 

ME:MPH-IS 
CE:NTE:R fOR 

.RE:PRODUCTI\1€ . 
H-E:ALTH-

Gay Games founder who recently 
died of AIDS. 

Alyson asks that those who 
wish to participate in the 
campaign to cut your card in half 
and send one half to Jan 
Soderstrom, Visa-Marketing 
Dept., Olympic Program, P.O. 
Box 8999, San Francisco, CA 
94128. Enclose a note explaining 
why you are closing your 
account. You should send the 
other half to Sasha Alyson at 
Alyson Publications, 40 
Plympton Street, Boston, MA 
02118. 

Non-brofit Feminist Health Clinic 
Offering A Full Ranl!e of Gynecological Care 

1462 P.oplar at McNeil 
Memphis, Tennessee 381� 

(901) 274-3�60 

YOU PLAY? WE PAY! 

The Gay Pride Committee is looking ·for 
professional bands to play for Gay 

functions. If your band is interested, 
call Bob Dumais at 725-5627. 



Marty's March 
From the moment I left 

Memphis to go to Washington, 
my mind was like a VCR, trying 
to record as much information as 
I could. Even at the gate to board 
the flight to Washington, you 
could tell that it was an unusual 
flight Why so unu al? 
Because, the Northwest flight 
foreshadowed the weekend to 
come Washington; it was 
substantially filled with Lesbians 
and Gay men. 

Washington was filled with 
Gay men. As I rode with my 
friend through the streets of 
Washington, it was obvious that 
every street was literally lined 
with Lesbians and Gays. 
Needless to say, the rush was 
outstanding. The Washington air 
was filled with a charge of 
electricity; excitement, anger, 
sadness, and joy combined to 
make an atmosphere where food 
and sleep were not necessary. 

There were some very 
personal experiences for me that 
stand out in my mind. For the 
first time in my life in this · 

country, I was able to pray and to 
march as a Gay Jew. I attended 
services Saturday morning at Bet 
Harnishpacha (The House of the 
Family) the Gay synagogue in 
Washington. I also marched with 
a combined unit of several Jewish 
organizations. To walk through 
the streets of Washington singing 
Hebrew songs of peace and love 
ana to pass people on the side 
who would cheer, wave, and 
sometimes join in our singing 
was wonderful. 

For those of you who wonder 
just how long the march was, I 
marched first with the Jewish 
organizations and then returned 
almost to the beginning and 
marched with the Tennessee 
delegation. Wow! A double high! 
I don't know how many people 
had the opportunity to march 
twice, but I know that I loved it! 

When I returned home, a 
friend of mine asked, "Did you 
achieve what you wanted? Were 
you successful?" My answer to 
her was, "Yes," but I think that 
needs to be analyzed. The March 
on Washington for Lesbian- and 
Gay Rights was successful 
depending on what the goal was. 
If the goal was to change 
Congress, then no, we were not 
successfuL If the goal was to 
change the Reagan 
administration, then, again no, 
we were not successful. But, for 
those who were fortunate enough 
to attend the performance of the 
National Association of Lesbian 
and Gay Bands at DAR 

Constitution Hall and hear the 
words of Rep. Gerrj Studds, then 
by his measure we were 
successful. (As an aside, the fact 
that the concert took place at 
DAR Constitution Hall was in 

itself historic.) We cannot 
change the Congress or the 
Administration or the American 
people with one march. 
However, what we did change was 
ourselves. The Gay and Lesbian 
community has been changed by 
this march. It ranks with the 
Stonewall riots, and the 1979 
March on Washington as 
milestones and turning points in 
our community. For those of us 
who were there, we were 
particularly changed. We carry 
with us a piece of that march, 
that electricity, that excitement, 
that love for ourselves and each 
other that was generated that 
weekend in Washington. It is our 
responsibility tO carry that energy 
forward. -It is our responsibility 
to take our inspiration and to 
inspire others with it We must 
inspire them so that the next time 
there is an opportunity to join, 
vote, parade, march, or protest 
that we all will. 

An incident occurred after 
the march that symbOlizes this 
feeling. As I got off the subway 

at Dupont Circle after the march, 
the crowd was a narrow column 
of pe-,ople getting off the subway 
going up the escalator to exit the 
station. As the first people 
reached the t0p of the escalator, 
they turned around and started 
cheering. Behind them they saw 
the column of people that at that 
moment, in that one place, shared 
so much of their hopes, dreams, 
and excitem�nt As we started the 

I two-story escalator ride to the 
surface, someone Shouted, "W;1at 
do we want?" The thundering 
reply from underneath the streets 
of Washington came "Gay 
rights!·· Again the questioner 
asked, "What do we want?" And 
even louder came, "Gay Rights!" 
This continued until the hun_dreds 
of people who were on the 
subway car surfaced and still 
gathered around the exit shouted: 
"What do we want? Gay rights! 
What do we want? Gay rights!" 
To be there was to understand that 
our feelings were not temporary. 
I like to think in my mind that 
"my" subway car was special. 
But every person that I talked to 
who took the subway after the 
march had a similar experience. 
So, my subway car was not 
special, but the people that I 
marched with were special. 

The march was not for 
others it was for ourselves. We 
must :Cmind ourselves over and 
over again the theme of the 
march. "For love and for life, 
WE ARE NOT GOING BACK!" 

John '_s March 
I now know how a "Born 

Again" Christian feels. The 
March on Washington was a truly 
incredible experience. After an 18 
hour drive, my lover and I arrived 
at our motel about 3 am Saturday 
and collapsed. Saturday afternoon 
we climbed on the subway, 
uncertain of where to go or what 
to do. After wandering around the 
Mall for a while another couple 
we spoke to suggested tl at we go 
to Dupont Circle and visit 
Lambda Rising Bookstore for 
more information: On our way · 

there we overheard several others 
in our subway car discussing 
which subway stop to depart for 
"The Wedding." We decided to 
follow them. 

"The Wedding" was our first 
taste of the joys this weekend 
would produce. After a few 
speeches from various people, 
including several couples who had 
been blatantly discriminated 
against, the ceremony began. I 
found the ceremony to be very 

New Age and a little long, but it 
was still a very beautiful and 
moving experience. As I held my 
lover in my arms I was filled 
with an inner serenity that I have 
never experienced before or since. 
There, with 2000 other couples 
around us, Doug and I put our 
past behind us and opened a 
beautiful new future. The couple 
behind us cried. 

Lambda Rising Bookstore is a 
ve:itble oasis. I have never 
before seen a larger collection of 
Gay and Lesbian information. 
Not just books, but posters, T
shirts, calendars, buttons, bumper
stickers, magazi.iles, and 
postcards. Needless to say, there 
was a rather long line of people 
waiting to get in, but the wait 
was well worth it. 

Dupont Circle was packed with 
folks just sitting around enjoying 
each other's company. Hundreds 
sat around the fountain and on the 
benches and the grass. 

Saturday night the bars were 
packed!! I am certain that the 
Fire Marshall would have had a 
fit had he seen how overcrowded 
tlJe bars were, but h0 I robably 
wouldn't have been abie to do 
anything about it. A small riot 

would have erupted! 
Sunday, we headed for the rally 

at the EHipse. There we easily 
found the Tennessee group. The 
folks from Nashville had several 
large banners and hundreds of 
black and white balloons. <\nd 
who could miss Matt's dual ten
foot-tall Gay pride flags with the 
Tennessee state flag attached to 
one and the Shelby County 
emblem flag attached to the other. 

All around the Ellipse various 
organizations had set up booths 
to distribute pamphlets, buttons, 
T-shirts, etc. Virtually every 
conceivable group was represented 
somewhere--religious, atheist, 
pagan, professional organizations, 
unions, social organizations, 
political groups, seniors, parents, 
veterans, couples, bisexuals, 
ethnic "groups, student groups, 
bikers. Assorted musical groups 
and spokespersons entertained and 
enlightened us from a stage with 
the White House as a backdrop. 
Around 1 o'clock, we were called 

to line up to march. At 3 
o'clock, we were still waiting! 
There were so m�y people that it 
took more than 4 hours to get 
everyone around the White House 
and down Pennsylvania Avenue 
to the Mall. 

The group from Nashville was 
really something with their 
beautiful T-shirts and their huge 
logo of the March. The balloons. 
The clowns. Their cheerleaders. 
They had a real spirit. I'm very 
proud of them. 

It was wonderful all of the long
lost friends that I saw again. 
Friends who had moved to 
Horida, Atlanta, New Jersey, and 
several-who are now living in 
Washington. 
I guess you �.:ould call the March 
"The World's Largest Family 
Reunion." 

Lady Astor. What a 
wonderful sight she was. 
Sequins, rhinestones, and feathers 
everywhere. The wind was not 
kind to her feathers and plucked 

continued on next page 



several from her. Out of the half
million people there, I think that 
she had her picture taken more 
times than anyone else. It was 
amazing the number of folks who 
stopped and asked for a quick 
shot. Several even posed with 
her while a companion took the 
photo. 

At one point, the entire 
Tennessee group held hands and 
formed a large circle. A very 
large circle. It was fun to see all 
of us there. We were quite a 
sight. One of the Nashville 
cheerleaders started to go around 
the circle and have everyone 
introduce themselves, but it ever 
quite worked. 

The state contingents were 
snaked around the Ellipse 

. grounds. The Nashville 
cheerleaders would frequently 
challenge other groups with 
"We've got spirit, yes we do. 
We've got spirit, how about 
you?" 

The Tennessee contingent .was 
the tail group in the Southeastern 
regional division. We w�re 
followed by the Mid-Atlantic · 

region. As we finally stepped 
onto the street, "The Different 
Drummers", a marching ba:1d 
from Washington, joined the 
March to lead their region. 

There we were. Marching 
around all four sides of the White 
House compound. Cheering, 
chanting, and singing. 

Nashville provided us with a 
beautiful new song that we sang 
repeatedly aiong th� way: 
"I'm going forward, never 

straighl. 
There's no room for debate 
I'd rather be a homo- than a 
heterosexual 
I'm so happy I'm Gay." 

Occasionally along the route 
someoQe would count "One, two, 
three" and the 200 of us would 
yell with our best Minnie Pearl 
impersonation, "HOWDEE!" 

I believe that it started with the 
group from Georgia, before long 
we were. chanting "Tennessee 
wants Gay rights, y'all." 

Several people made the 
observation that while we were 
breaking down stereotypes of 
gays, we were perpetuating 
stereotypes of Southerners. 

I had mixed emotions when I 
noticed that as we were chanting 
"Tennessee wants Gay rights, 
y'all" I noticed a group of about 5 
or 6 men behind me chanting 
"Mississippi wants Gay righis." 
It was sad that their group was so 
small. Still, I was so proud that 
they were there and representing 
their state. 

I have this strong memory of 
one gentleman standing alongside 
the March route with a hastily 
scrawled poster saying "Straight-; 
for gays" and the round of . 

applause he received. 
An old acquaintance who was 

born in Memphis and moved to 
Washington was working in his 
office near the March route. He 
decided to wait patiently for the 
Tennessee group to pass by, 
hoping to see an old friend-or 
two. Little did he kpow how 
long he would have to wait. He 
commented on how the city had 
radically changed in the past few 
days as people bCgan amving for 
the big event. How crowded the 
subways had become. You could 
not ignore our presence. 

Opposition to the March? Th� 
only opposition I saw was one 
small group of no more than ten 
people with banners and a 
bullhorn who we easily drowned 

out with chants of "Shame! 
Shame! Shame!" 

The Mall was covered with us. 
One-quarter to one-half a million 
of us (depending on who's figures 
you listen to) were gathered there 
to hear speakers such as 
playwright Harvey Fierstein; 
Metropolitan Community Church 
founder Troy Perry; Zelda 
Rubenstein of "Poltergeist" and 
AIDS education fame; the two 
openly Gay members of 
Congress: Rep. Gerry E. Studds 
and Rep. Barney Frank; Whoopi 
Goldberg; Robert Blake; and 
presidential hopeful Jesse 
Jackson, who had announced his 
candidacy the day before the 
March. 

It was interesting to note the 
difference between the mood of 
the crowd and the tone of the 
speeches. The crowd was joyous, 
just happy to be there. The 
speeches were generally angry. 

The NAMES Project quilt. 
As you crossed 7th Avenue 
between the rally site and the 
quilt you couldn't help but notice 
the drastic change in mood. The 
hushed voices. The long faces. 

The reverence. The terrible feeling 
that with 1,920 individual panels 
it still represents less than ten 
percent of those who have already, 
died. 

As Doug and I methodical1y 
walked past each group of panels, 
I was overcome with the desire to 
hug every person we passed. As 
if to say, "I hurt with you, but it 
is going to be okay." 

Across the street at the rally, 
Jesse Jackson began his address 
While surrounded by the names of I the dead, his caB for a cure for 

, AIDS real1y hit hard. 
As we neared the end of the 

quilt, I discovered that the · 
organizers had already removed 
six sections of panels. They were 
having to dismantle the quilt an 

hour early due to the· threat of 
rain. I felt cheated that I hadn't 
been able to mourn al1 of them. 
With a light mist beginning to 
fal1, we headed for the subway. 

The mob in the subway 
station was unbelievable. At the 
transfer point the train to take 
you to Dupont Circle was 
running late. 
Three loads of us from the Mall 
filled the station before the train 
·to Dupont Circle arrived. The 
station was overflowing with us. 
The cheers and songs from the 
March began again. Chants of 
"Gay subway!" began. And in 
the concrete cavern of the station, 
the cheers were deafening. 

The day after. Monday we 
returned to the Mall to be tourists 
for an af�rnoon. All. that 
remained of the day before was 
the structure of the stage and the 
porta-potties. What struck me 
most was despite the bright sun · 

and clear skies, the Mall was icy 
cold. For while the skies were 
cloudy all day Sunday, there was 
a loving warmth during the 
March, warmer than the sun. 

Seen ·at the March: 
"That's MISTER faggot to you!" 

"Keep your church out of my crotch." 
"Silence = Death" 

Walter's March 
"The whole atmosphere was 

wowwing." 
Struck by the large number of 

people in Ellipse. 
When I got out on the March 

route and we were chanting, I 
never realized until then what 

· 

freedoms I don't have. 
When a PW A in our group said 

he was cold and we huddlect 
around him, we were sort of 
hugging each other there in the 
back yard of White House. 

There was an overwhelming 
sense of pride as the Parents and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
group took their place in he line 
to march. Cheers followed them 
as they came around the perimeter 
of the Ellipse. 

At the MaH ... Evelyn 

Smeal ... everyone holding hands 
together above our heads ... 
knowing that we are 
loving, caring human beings ... the 
loving energy of the group ... we 
aren't what society has labeled us 

On the bus ... the Nashville red
eye special ... despite the grueling 
experience of the long bus ride, 
20 strangers became family. 
Even with the reporter and a 
photographer from the 
Commercial Appeal who were 
riding with us. When the reporter 
would ask one person a question, 
everyone chimed in and voiced 
their opinions. 

On the bus headed home, we 
were tired but happy knowing 
that we had gone up, been 
counted, and made a difference. 

Clowns 
by Hank 

I am the white clown 
with a smile that is not my own. 
It was a gift from my friend, 
my partnel', 
my love, 
the black clown. 

Born to be dancers 
we were a natural duet, 
gifted and easy. 
Until one day he stumbled in his dance, 
a stuttered step, . 
an unrehearsed stagger in the beat. 
It was a sign of the end. 
He was sick. 
Stumbling became fal1ing. 
Fatigue, failure and thoughts of death 
became the course of each day. 
We danced together as long as we could 
and when he could not I continued alone, 
doubling my pace to keep us afloat. 
Now, 
he is gone. 
It is love, but more than love. 
It the story of our choice. 
Realizing we are all alone 
but never alone 
when we choose to love. 

I am the white clown 
with a smile that is not my own. 
It is my gift. 



Safe Sex ... A New Attitude 

by Michael Warner 
"Safe Sex ... A New Attitude" 

was the theme for BWMT/ 
Memphis, Inc. on October 12, 

and The Apartment Club in 
downtown Memphis was the 
location for an enjoyable and 
infonnative evening. 

David Sanders, The Apart
ment Club's owner, and members 
from BWMT began preparations 
at 7:30 pm for the 8-12 pre
sentation. BWMT served a good 
mix of genuine concern, potato 
chips, condoms, lubricants, and 
printed information on AIDS. 
Question and answer sessions 
were conducted by Irwin and 
Edward from the center stage of 
the nightclub. 

David Sanders and the staff 
of The Apartment Club served 
free beer. Club performers Ta Ta 

Vega and Tasha lent their time 
and talents to the event. All 
proceeds from the door and the 
night's perfonners were donated to 
BWMT's Health Committee. 
Well-known veteran of the local 
Gay movement "Peaches" spoke 
frankly to the audience about her 
concern and personal involvement 
in AIDS education. 

Coordination of the combina
tion show and infonnation pro
gram was done by Mark and 
Michael. Other thanks go to 
Chris, Chuck, Jeff, and all 
members from BWMT. 

Plans for other presentations 
are in the infancy stage. Some 
people who believe that education 
is expensive should knowl that 
ignorance in the long run costs 
not only money, but human 
lives. 

Condom Facts 
Did you know what all condoms sold in the U.S. must 
pass the same strength tests? While one size may fit all, 
one style may not. Experiment with different brands 
and types. Since they all pass the same tests, you can 
be assured one will work just as well as another. 

memphis 

BLACK& WHITE 
MEN TOGETHER 

An Interracial Gay Organization for All People 

Statement of Purpose 
�lack �nd White

. 
M

.
en Togethe� of Memphis, Inc. is a Gay 

mte�rac1al organ1zat1
.
ons c

.
omm1tted to fostering supportive 

environments wherem rac1al and cultural barriers can be 
overcome and the goal of human equality realized. To these ends, 
we engage in educational, political, cultural, and social activities 
as means of dealing with racism, sexism, homophobia, and other 
inequities in our community and in our lives. 

Call for information about. 
potlucks, discussion 

groups, and social events 

For _details: Call Bill (272-3705), Jeff/Mark (278-
7092), Joe (274-6280), Irwin (726-1461) or write 
BWMT/Memphls, P.O. Box 41772, Memphis, TN 
38174-1773 

October 18 brought Grant Dixon's "Exposed to Love" revue to 
Another Bar. The girls included were Candi, Strawberry, 
Fantasie, Krystal, and Sheanon. They'll be back if the customers 
want them. Drop a postcard to Another Bar, 1349 Autumn, 
Memphis, TN 38104 

Another Bar to Host 
AZTea Dances 

Danny Ray and Greg Baker 
have announced plans to host 
AZTea dances on Sunday 
afternoons beginning November 
15 at Another Bar, 1351 Autumn. 
The dances will benefit ihe 
patient services budget of the Aid 
to End AIDS Committee 
(ATEAC). 

According to Baker, a $2 

donation will be requested, but 
not required, at the door. If a 
person elects to give $2, he or 
she will � issued a ticket good 
for a free beer bust. All proceeds 
above beer expenses will go 
toward PW A care, including the 
purchase of AZT for qualified 

clients. 
"AZT is a very expensive 

medicine," said Tommy Stewart, 
president of ATEAC. 
"Sometimes AZT can cost $850 a 
month for one person. We want 
to be able to provide the· medicine 
to people who can benefit from it 
and can't afford to pay for it. I 
think I speak for ihe entire 
community in applauding Greg 
and Danny's efforts to help us 

help our own." 
The AZTea dances will be 

held · from 2-6 on Sunday 
afternoons beginning November 
15. A live DJ will spin the 
records and requests are ·welcomed. 
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A Book Review 

Lesbian LeUers 
by Christine Neron Stockton 
Heron Press, $8.95 

Review by Carole Taylor 

Ms. Stcckton's work is a 
collection of fictional letters, each 
from a different person about a 
different aspect of being Gay: 
from denial and rejection to 
acceptance and celebration. The 
letters don't constitute any sort of 
plot and most aren't given a 
response from the person to 
whom they are written, which is 
a bit of a let-down. But the 
infonnation and. feeling in them 
conveys a broad range of Lesbian 
experiences and attitudes and 
could be ·very helpful for 
someone, Gay or straight, who 
hasn't considered either the issues 
or the alternatives. And I guess 
those of us who have considered 
them tend to forget that there's a 
whole new crop of newcomers 
every year who have to ask the 
same questions we all did. Thank 
God for the crop, but God help us 
with the questions. 

This is the kind of book for 
a newcomer. (Anyone from Inter
national Paper out there reading 
this?) Or for someone who 
doesn't understand that Gay 
women can't be compartmen
talized, are every sort of woman, 
every class, every look, every 
occupation, every situation. 

Ms. Stockton says by way 
of introduction that she published 
this book in an attempt to lessen 
the misunderstanding between 
Gays and straights, between Gays 
and Gays, and between parents 
and children. Maybe books like 
this can help us all stop dividing 
everyone into the Us or the 
Them. Then we can get on with 
living witjl people for ·their 
individuality and not their 
classification. 

Brothers & Sisters 
Bowling League 
Standings As of 10/16 

Friday Teams 
1. Gutter Sluts 
2. Straight Pinns 
3. King Pins 
4. Agape Holy Rollers 
5. Stiff Competition 
6. Saintly Sisters 
7. Wagon Wonders 
8. Back Pin Gang 
9. Vestel Virgins 
10. Alley Katz 
11. WKRBowlers 
12. High Rollers 
14. Weebels Wobbles 
15. Midtown Maniacs 
15; B.C. 
16 George's 
17. Ding-A-Lings 
18 Four Flames 

Tuesday Teams 
1. Ball Busters 
2. Jewels 
3. Rear Occasion 
4. Taters 
5. Holy Bowlers 
6. Gan meade's Guys 



Say Goodbye To 
Marshall Street 

Sunday Nov. 1st 

Last Tea Dance 
_ Beer Bust 5-7 

last Show on Marshall 

7PM 

The management and staff of George's wish 
to express their appreci�tion for supporting 

Memphis' "Queen Mother" Bar for so long. 

We promise to bring you the finest 
in light, sound, and ·female impersonation 

when we reopen downtown in Spring 198�! 

Frank 
David 

Dennis (Melina) 
Jerry 
Fred 

Glenn 
· Cissy 
Robert 
Randy 

And the Girls 
Melissa · 

Summer 
Sharita 
Leslie 
Renee 

Lady Rae 
Pearl 

.. GEORGE'S 
Disco & Showba.r 

· 600 Marshall 

P .S. Best Wishes to the new Black disco at 600 Marshall. 



By Rev. John M. House 
Pastor Agape New Life Ch�h, 
Memphis 

Focal Passage: Luke 15:11-32 
Key Passage: Luke 15:32 "But 
we had to be merry and rejoice, 
for this brother of yours was dead 
and has begun to live, and was 
lost and has been found." 

There are times a Gay pastor 
begins to wonder where all the 
other Gay Christians are. It's 
obvious that just as many Gay 
people are raised in a church 
environment as are straight 
people. But, at the same time, it 
would seem that many fewer Gay 
people attend church as adults. 

Thi.s doesn't mean that there 
are any fewer Gay ChFistians; 
but, rather, that for whatever 
reasons, these people are not 
attending church. Or at least not 
attending a Gay church. It stands 
to reason that many Gays are still 
attending mainstream churches. 

Something that has begun to 
surprise me lately, however -and 
this is the topic I wish to discuss 

here - is the realization of an 
astounding number of Gay people 
that have formerly served as a 
minister of some sort in the 
straight church, but are not 
serving God in any established 
church. This year, it seems that 
every month I discover another 
two or three people with whom I 
am acquainted that have served 
God in some capacity in the .past. 

This is surprising to me. Not 
because these people were 
necessarily non-Christian in their 
action; but, rather, because they 
were non-Christian in their 
activity. Why are these people 
not involved in church now? 

In the past, the church and 
the homosexual has a very 
interesting relationship. The 
church could not tolerate 
homosexuality, but yet the very 
pillars of the church many times 
would be homosexual. Of course, 
as usual, it was ignored and pretty 
much kept in the closeL As a 
result, the Gay person had to live 
a life of secrecy even when 
worshipping. 

Today;: church can-·be very 
different. In some denominations, 
homosexuals are hunted down 
with religious dedication, purging 
the church of anyone who might 
hold a contrary view. While in 
other denominations, the Gay 
person is tolerated, if not 
accepted. 

The Gay person has 
responded to religious oppression 
in several ways. Some Gay 
people never accept their 
homosexuality and remain in the 
church constantly living with 
guilt and self-hate. Others remain 
in the more liberal mainstream 
church and try to make the most 
of their reiigious experience. Still 
others decide the best thing to do 
is to leave the church completely. 

Personally, I chose the latter. 
Even though I had spent the 
majority of my life dedicated to 
the Lord, I just couldn�t justify 
my staying in a church that felt I 
was inherently evil. 

Unfortunately, my decision 
also affected my walk with 
Christ. And, in time, I found that 
I was just as far away from God 
as I was with the church. Could it 
be that the others I spoke of 
earlier have experienced the same 
thing? 

In time, as I tried to eke out 
an existence apart from God, I 
soon came to realist, just as the 

. . 

DON'T LET You·R CHILD 

GROW UP TO BE A 

BIGOT! 

Sunday School is an important part of our lives. Sending 
your children to Sunday School is a good thing to do. But 

if you send your child to the wrong Sunday School it 
could be bad news! If you want your child to grow up 

with a healthy attitude towards the Bible, the Church and 
being Gay then send them to a Sunday School that 

embraces this kind of thought. 

Agape New Life Church encourages you to enroll your child in 
Children's Sunday School. We offer the best in Bible training for 

your child free from discrimination. Meeting every Sunday at 9:30 
a.m., Agape's Sunday School is open to every child regardless of 

age. 

(We also have Sunday School for Adults, too!) 

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship- 11:00 a.m. 

Wednesday Praise and Prayer Service-7:30p.m. 

Ag�pe New JLillfe Clhnuclhl 
-3836 Forrest Ave. Memphis, TN 38122 

(901) .327�4145 . � 

Prodlgal Son realized, that -even a · 
bad life with the Father is better 
than the life away from the 
Father. So I returned. And what a 

, great day it was! 
Since my return, life has truly 

been better (although it's not 
always been easy). Now, being 
involved with a Gay church, I can 
worship God and feel good about 
being Gay. No longer do I feel as 
if I'm a second class member of 
God's family. God loves me for 
what I am and where I am. 
Worship is now free from the 
fetters of discrimination. Isn't this 
the way God designed it in the 
first place. 

If you are a person who has 
left the church because you were 
·tired of the attitudes against Gay 
people, then I encourage you to 
not confuse God with the church. 
I promise you that God accepts 
you as you are. There are no pre
ordained standards that you must 

nteeL God wants you · in 
fellowship with him. This is the 
reason for the story of the 
Prodigal Son that Christ told It 
demonstrated for us that regardless 
of what has transpired, God will 
always welcome you home with 
open arms. We always have been 
and always will be the children of 
God. 

Maybe it's time you came 
home. If you know that the 
mainstream church is not for you, 
then there's a church in Memphis 
that just might be what you need. 
Agape New Life Church is a 
church dedicated to spreading the 
love of Christ to everyone. We 
accept every person - not just 
the selected few. If you are Gay 
and are looking for a church 
home, then try Agape. 

For more information as to 
times and location, call (901) 327-
4145. Ask for Rev. House or 
Rev. Tracer. 

. The Pope on AIDS and 
Gay Catholics · 

Pope John Paul II made his 
first public comments on the 
AIDS crisis during a press 
conference on Sept. 3 aboard the 
papal jet. 

The pontiff stated that the 
church is doing everything 
possible to "heal and especially 
prevent the moral background of 
this disease." 

When asked if he felt AIDS 
was God's punishment on 
homosexuals, he called the 
disease "terrible, terrible" and 
stated that, "It is not easy to 
know the intentions of God 
Himself. 

"He's a great mystery," he 
added. "We know that he is 
justice, mercy, and love." He 
further noted that he was 
scheduled to meet with PW As at 
a church in San Francisco later in 

his tour. 
The pope's statements came 

one day after a Vatican official 
stated that AIDS is a "natural 
sanction" against homosexual 
behavior. John Foley, head of the 
Vatican Office of Social 
Communication, stated that 
homosexuals contracted the 
disease "because they engaged in 
what we would consider to be 
objectively immoral behavior." 

The pope, however, stated 
during his press conference that 
homosexuals are not outcasts of 
the church. "The homosexuals. 
like all people who suffer, are 
inside the church; they are in the 
heart of the church," he stressed, 
continuing to make the distinction 
that homosexuality itself is not a 
sin, bur that homosexual acts are. 

FREE SUPPORT GROUPS 
AVAILABLE FOR 

HIV POSITIVES, 
AIDS AND ARC 

PATIENTS, 
AND 

FRIENDS I FAMILY 
OF PERSONS·WITH AIDS 
Discuss experiences, share information,· 
learn how to cope, and enjoy reassuring 

social interaction 
FU�LYCONFLDE�L 

For further information call: 762-8401 
Sponsored by: �-:. . 

' . , . _. _..The Aid to End AIDS�Committee ;" 
• - �'� -� • ' f. • � . 

.; .• . :-�:::and � . .Aipt�� . :· �- c� . -!,. �:. 



ANOTHER BAR 

MONDAYS: 
BV J �I ,�1 1 

2 PM til8 PM 
10 Cent Draft Beer 

50 Cent Set-ups 
85 Cent bottle beer 

8PM til12 PM 
$1.00 Beer Bust 

1349 Autumn 

50 Cent Set-ups all Night Long 

(DANCING ALL NIGHT) 

DJ: Woofy 
()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()�-()-()-()-()-()-()-()_(_()-() 

TUESDAYS: 
2 PM til8 PM 
10 Cent Draft Beer 
50 Cent Set-ups 
85 Cent bottle beer 

8PM till2 PM 
$1.00 Beer Bust 
Loretta & Her Male Strippers 10:30 (no cover) 

(DANCING ALL NIGHT) 

DJ: Woofy 
Hostess: Lorretta Williams 

()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()�)-()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()-() 

WEDNESDAYS: 
2 PM til8 PM 
10 Cent Draft Beer 
50 Cent Set-ups 
85 Cent bottle beer 

8PM till2 PM 
$1.00 Beer Bust 

(DANCING ALL NIGHT) . 

DJ: Woofy 
()-()-()-()-()-()_(_()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()-() 

THURSDAYS: 

FRIDAYS: 

2 PM til 8 PM 

10 Cent Draft Beer 
50 Cent Set-ups 

85 Cent bottle beer 

8PM till2 PM 
$1.00 Beer Bust 
TALENT SHOW AT 10:30 PM 

2 PM til8 PM 
10 Cent Draft Beer 
50 Cent Set-ups 
85 Cent bottle beer 

8PM til 12 PM 
$2.00 Beer Bust 

' (TALENT SHOW/DANCING) 

DJ: Woofy 
Hostess: Hatti McDaniel 

(DANCING ALL NIGHT) 

D.T: Woofy 
()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()�() 

SATURDAYS: . 

SUNDAYS: 

2 PM til8 PM 
10 Cent Draft Beer 
50 Cent Set-.ups 
85 Cent bot�e ; er 

2 PM til7 PM 
10 Cent Draft Beer 
50 Cent Set-p 

85 Cent bot e er 

8PM til 12 PM·· 
$1.00 Beer Bust 
$2.00 cover 7 PM until 10 PM (includes Beer Bust) 
Show at 9 PM 

(DANCING ALL NIGHT) 

DJ: Bill Davis 

(SHOW AND DANCING) 

DJ: Bill Davis 
Hostess: Billie Jo Casino 



It has been another exhaust
ing month being a social (flit, 
no) butterfly. We were extremely 
representative in our nation's 
capital and extremely exhausted 
when we arrived back- in the 
Sunny South. (Eat your heart 
out, Blanche). We did, · of a 
Saturday, represent the Memphis 
Leather Community· at a 
Gathering of like minds in the 
S&M Contingent at the National 
March on Washington. Bearing 
the emblems of the Pipeline 
(!!!!!) and the Wings ·club, we 
found a very (I mean terminally) 
butch auditorium pleasantly filled 
with serious practitioners of the 
art, both male and female (and not -
a painted up femme dyke in the 
place!). Matters of political 
activism 3!1d the image of the 
Leather community in the larger 
Gay community were discussed at 
length - a real step ahead for one 
of the, shall we say, less exposed 
(well, in one sense), if better 
known, groups in our own 
private sub-cultuah. 

We had spent the day before 
in our prettiest Sunday suit 
visiting all five of our legislators 
from this area Attending the 
briefmg with other persons of 

Gay who do this sort of thing for 
a living and actually participating 
in the Legislative process was a 
most unusual and patriotic rush. 

At the Main Event itself, we 
were part of perhaps the smallest 
group contingent there, the 
Glitter Contingent. We were full 
of plumes-and-sequins regalia and 
walked the sole of one pump 
completely off! We had come to· 
Washington to -be obvious, after 
all. The entire experience gave a 
deep new meaning to Gay Pride; 
and as bad as things may get, one 
must admit that only in America 
could we have done what we did. 
They may not listen; they may 
ignore us, but it cannot be said 
that we do not exist, or that we 
are not concerned, or that we are 
not everywhere! ! ! ! ! ! 

Philosophical Note 
Department 

If you don't read anything 
else in the paper, remember this: 
Numbers are important. 
Come out! If you can't 
c9me out, join up! If we 
are to take care of one 
another, we must do it 
together. If you choose not 
to be obvious, be discreet 
in groups.Our numbers are 

protection, our voice, 
and our support. Say to 
yourself, · "I will find a way to 
help ensure that no Gay person 
feels alone." Everyone's help is 
needed according to each 
person'means and choice. 

' 

And Now the Dirt · "' 
Department 

Belatedly, but better than 
never, is the passing of one of 
Memphis' institutions noted 
heah. Along with the much
discussed closing of the Plaza 
Theatre w� the latest ��e 
in the media of one· of emp i I 
oldest (well, not quite - let's
just -say most durable) Gay 
institutions, Bill Kendall. Bill 
has; for more years than he will 
let me admit, been in the 

· forefront of Gay activism in 
Memphis. Those were the early 
days of fights for having our own 
gathering places and our own 
forms of entertainment. 
Remember, Chiquita, it was the 
likes of George W!}son fighting 
for drag shows and Bill Kendall 
holding the great Halloween 
Pageants at the Guild Theatre that 
laid the groundwork for the 
freedoms we take for granted 
today. Bill is one of those people 
of the old style, a loveable man 
who is known and respected by 
hundreds of Memphians, who 
gets away with murder, so to 

DANCE FLOOR 
NOW OPEN 

PARTY ALL NIGHT! 
BYOB 

Live DJ 
Saturdays 9-1 t.. 

Kitchen Also Open! 

speak, in the community at large. 
He has used his opportunities to 
further the Gay community 
wherever possible. The first Gay
oriented movies in the fayuh city 
were shown at Bill's theatre 
(publicly, sister). He has never 
been afraid to speak out (Heaven 
knows, they invented the word · 
"garrulous" to describe this queen) 
which most recently including 
speaking out, to as many as 
would listen, concerning the 
Plaza. It would take pages to 
desqibe his many activities (and 

.lie �ill be delighted to take a 
week to tell you himself), so we 
will close by merely wishing him 
well and appreciating him in print 
and in public. 

Rumour Mill Dept. 
Wings now has a signature 

tune. It is a rag; I mean it is on 
the rag; no, I think the tune has 
been ragged; no, I'm confused. It's 
Canadian. 

We were invited to a party 
way out in the country the other 
night and ..... 

If George's is . moving to 
Front Street, does l.hat mean that 
South Downtown is going to 
Hell in a handcasket? Henry, chill 
out 

Art Amongst the 
Queers Dept. _ 

Gay artists bound, but this 
one has crossed over some 

boundary, we are not sure which. 
Benn Fink is now hanging (his 
photographs, ninny) at Silent 
Age Music on Madison at 
McLean in the Gilmore Building 
(right next to the Christian 
Science Reading Room). Those 
of you who wish they had seen 
the Mr. Southern Leather 
Competition can make up for lost 
fantasies at this show. We all 
should support both our 
community artists and our 
community-owned businesses. 

For those of you who find 
this reporting a little topheavy in 
one department, please remember 
that we cannot be everywhere. 
Especially when there are so 
damn many drag shows these 
days. 

. Do not hesitate to write moi 
if you have some tea or wish to 
see different areas represented in 
dis-heah column. We are, as 
always, open to suggestion. 

Ta,Ta, 
Lady A. 

1268 MADISON (9�1) 725-1909 

I • ( SUNDAYS ) 
5 PM UNTIL ... 

.11 .-.Co 
-.i..:\:..-nr•llt; � 

ALL YOU CAN EAT 

BUFFET 

$3.50 ' . 
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5INTIQUES TO ZPPERS 10% DISCOUNT WITH AD 

RATES FOR CLASSIHEDS: Personal, non-commercial ads FREE. 
Limit of 30 words (including address or phone number) and a $2 
charge for use of our P.O. Box. Please specify if you want to use 
our box. Commercial ads at the rate of 20¢ per word, $3 
minimum. Phone numbers and zip codes are free. $2 additional 
charge for use of our P.O. Box. Deadline for ads is 5 days prior to 
the publication date which is usually the last Friday of the month. 
Send to Gaze, Box 3038, Memphis, TN 38173-0038. 

GWM, 31, maculine, seeks to 
meet pre-op transsexual on 
hormones or she-male. Write 
Steve, Box 751151, Memphis, 
1N 37175-1151. Please remember 
to love carefully. Please send 
photo, phone. 

Mature, intelligent black or white 
male, 45-60. Relocate in the 
Caribbean off Florida. All paid 
salary. No dummies. Reply to 
Joe, Dept. 11-J, Box 3038, 
Memphis, 1N 38173-003�. 

Looking for roomate to share 2 
BR, MSU area apt. w/GWM. 
Good student, 26. Free use of 
washer & dryer in Apt. $175/mo 

GWM, 5'9", 170#, BI/Bl, caring, 
sens1t1ve, sincere, sense of 
humor, mature. Seeks GWM, 21-
35, for friendship/relationship. 
Photo/phone # to: Occupant, 
P.O. Box 38185, Memphis, 1N 
38183. 

GWF; 32, decided to remain "in 
closet" Seeking other discreet 
middle-of-the spectrum GWFs for 
friendly/relationship in "new 
world." Prefer college graduate, 
Christian, dog lover, honest, and 
sincere, serious respondents only. 
Reply Dept. lOB, Box 3038, 
Memphis, 1N 38173-0038, 
Phone (901) 377-7312. 

;;::;;;.;;;;;;:.::.::.::=:====���=======;=.=.:::::.:;:: + 1/2 utilities. Respond to Dept. 

11-H, P.O. Box 3038, Memphis, 
MD2B, I miss and love you very 
much. I will be celebrating 1 year 
sober and drug free on Nov. 25th. 
Happy Thanksgiving and THANK 
YOU for playing an important 
part in my life. -John MEMPHIS 

ilR(}ANIZA TIONS 
Aid to End AIDS 
Committee (ATEAC): Box 
40389, Memphis 38174-0389. 
762-8401. 
Agape New Life Church: 
Worship Sundays at 11:00 AM 
and Wednesdays at 7:30 PM. 
(901) 327-4145 
American Civil Liber-ties 
Union (ACLU): 85 Union 
Ave. Memphis 38103 - (901) 
521-9875. 
Black & White Men 
Together: Box 41773, 
Memphis 38174 - 272-3705, 
278-7092, or 726-1461. 
Frontrunners of Mem
phis: Box 40311, Memphis 
38174-0311. 
Gay· Athletic Association: 
Bowling, volleyball, camping, 
and more. Box 22914, 
Memphis, TN 38122. Call for 
more infonnation: 744-0575. 
Gay Women's Social 
Group: 324-6949 
Memphis Center for 
Reproductive Health: 1462 
Poplar Ave, Memphis 38104 -
274-3550.· 

Memphis Gay Coali-tion: 
Box 3038, Memphis 38173-
0038 - 726-GA YY. 
M-PAC: Box 40311, 
Memphis 38174-0311, 278-
2970. 
Mystic Krewe of 
Aphrodite: Box 41822, 
Memphis, 38174-1822. 
National Organization for 
Women (NOW): Box 40982, 
Memphis 38104. 

Parents Together: 274-
6262. 0 

Phoenix (Gay AA): 272-
0609, 278-0475,or 454-1414 
Tsarus: Box 41082, Memphis 
38174-1082. 
Wings: Box 41784, Memphis 
38174-1784.(Levi-leather club) 

MEDIA 

AIDS Update: newspaper 
Gay Alternative: radio 
program, Mon. 6:00-7:00 PM, 
WEVL, FM 90 - Box 41773, 
Memphis 38174. 
Gaze: newspaper - Box 3038, 
Memphis 38173-0038 - (901) 
454-1411. 
The Personals: Gay 
Computer Bulletin Board - 300 
or 1200 baud - 901-274-6713 

HELPLINES 

AIDS· Switchboard: 458-
AIDS 
Gay Switchboard: 726-
GAYY. 
LINC: 725-8895 
Narcotics Anonymous: 
276-LIVE 
Rape Crisis: 528-2161. 
Suicide & Crisis 
Intervention: 274-7477. 

RESTAURANTS & BARS 

Another Bar: 1349 Autumn -
272-0903. 
The Apartment: 343 
Madison - 525-9491. 
Backstreet: 94 N. Avalon 
(Downstairs) - 725-1530. 

Barbara's: 1474 Madison 
- 272-1104. 
The Bunkhouse: 92 N. 
Avalon- 276-4440. 
The French Connection: 
598 Marshall - 526-1038. 
George's: 600 Marshall - 526-
1038. 
J-Wags: 1268 Madison - 725-
1909. 
The Pipeline: 1382 Poplar -
725-9877. 

WKRB in Memphis: 1528 
Madison - 278-9321. 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Airport Adult Theatre: 
2214 Brooks Rd E. - 345-
0657. 
The Book Mart: 852 S. 
Cooper - 278-9546. 
Cherokee Adult Book 
Store: 2947 Lamar - 744-
7494. 
Fantasy World: 1814 
Winchester - 346-2086. 
Getwell Book Mart: 
1275 Getwell - 454-7765. 
Getwell Adult Book 
Store: 1617 Getwell - 745-
9054. 
Men of Leather: 1266 
Madison - 722-8963. 
Paris Adult Enter-
tainment Center: 2432 
Summer - 323-2665. · 

�tar Search Video: 1264 
rijadison - 272-ST AR. 
Tobacco Corner News
room: 669 Mendenhall Rd S. -
682-3326 & 1803 Union - 726-

1622. 
Our apologies for 

inadvertently leaving out 
WKRB last month 

1N 38173-0038. 

Choose life (not death), choose 
love (not fear). Support group for 
those who have friends or 
relatives with AIDS/ARC. Phone 
Ray for info: 683-8192 

GWM, 22 - brown/green, very 
attractive, athletic, muscular 
romantic seeks the same with 
masculine appearance (20-27) 
with intentions of one on one 
serious relationship. Will answer 
all- Write Terry, Dept. 11-E, Box 
3038, Memphis, 1N 38173-0038 

GWM who belives in committed 
relationship with someone 
special, would like to meet you; 
if you don't believe in casual sex, 
midtown, or the bars. Eric. P.O. 
Rox 17SRO. Memohis. 38187-
0580. 

Share established shop space-
821 S. Cooper. 11-6 PM. 

ITS ALMOST TIME I 

If you know anyone who needs a basket of 
food and paper goods on Thanksgiving or' 
Christmas, let us know. Just fill out the 
coupon below and give it to any Aphrodite 
member or mail it to: 

Aphrodite Baskets 
P.O. Box 41822 

Memphis, TN 38174 

Sponsors will be contacted for details 
due to limited distribution 

r------------------------------------, 
I I 

Name I 
Adclreu I 
------------�----------- ZlP : 
Telephone# l 

i: 
I 

Spon.or'• Name : 
Sponeor'e Telephone # 1 

L------------------------------------� 
"Aphrodite Supports Gay Memphis" 
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