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. More than 6 out of every 10 Memphis 

1

: area drivers believe Interstate 40 should 
be completed through Overton Park im
mediately, a survey conducted by The 

i Commercial Appeal shows. Yet few of the 

1

,. motorists . said they are regularly incon
venienced by the · uncompleted 
expressway. 

In the Midtown area, where opposition 
~· is strongest, 32 pe~ cent of those surveyed 
t opposed completiOn of the freeway 
r through the park, but only 22 per cent 

' 

called completion of th.e link "unneces
sary." 

;! The scientific telephone survey of 308 
~ Memphis area drivers was conducted be
··· tween 6 p.m. and 10 p.m. Tuesday to 

determine local public opinion on the 20-
.. year dispute over the 3.7-i:nile stretch of 
~ . unfinished interstate which would link 
'' East Memphis with downtown. 

Those surveyed were asked: "Are you 
for or against the immediate completion 
of Interstate 40 through Overton Park?" 
Their response was: 

For 
Against 
Undecided 

65% 
24% 
11% 

In addition to overall opinion, the sur
vey was able. to determine how drivers 
living in different parts of the city felt 
about the question. The areas studied 
were East (including East Memphis, Ra
leigh, Bartlett and Gerniantown), South 
(including Whitehaven, and Fox Meadpws) 

, and Park (the Midtown area closest to 
[ Overton Park). 
l The response to the question from these 
) areas was: 

Are you for or against the immedi
ate completion of Interstate 40 through 
Overton Park? 

FOR 65°A» 

AGAINST 24°/o 

UNDECIDED 11 °A» 

More than 7 out of every 10 drivers 
interviewed said they believe that whetb
er or not the interstate is completed 
through the park, it must be completed. 

Asked, "Do you believe it is necessary 
or not for this section of Interstate 40' to 
be completed now?" those surveyed an
swered: 

Necessary 
Unnecessary 
Undecided 

7'1!fv 
20% . 
8% 

Sentiment for its completion varied lit
tle from one section of the city to another. 
The strongest belief that it must . be com
pleted was expressed in the South area, 
where 78 per cent of those surveyed said 
yes. 

Those surveyed also were given an 
opport.unity to say how they thought the 
expressway should be routed if it is de
cided that the Overton Park link will be 
built. The most popular route was under
ground through the park, favored by 36 
per cent. . 

Asked, "If they decide to complete the 
section at Overton Park, would you prefer 
it ·be routed along North Parkway, elevat
ed through the park, or underground 
through the park?" those surveyed an
swered: 

Underground Through Park 36% 
Elevated Through Park 17% 
North Parkway Route 16% 
Other 5% 
Undecided 26% 

These are the major routes which are; 
or recently have been, under · considera
tion for the highway. 

East South 
1 For 69% 75% 
1 Against 23% 18% 

Park ' 
60% 
32% 

Most of those listed in the survey as in 
favor of some other route told interview
ers that all they wanted was the "cheap-
est" method of completion feasible. · 

Many of those surveyed told tlie 
interviewers they were tired of the con
troversy which has dragged on for two 
decades. And whether or not they saw the 
completion as necessary, they wanted the 
controversy resolved quickly and 
inexpensively. 

Undecided SOlo 7% 8% 

Despite the desire of the majority of 
area drivers to have the link complete.d, 
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Missing Link 
\ v 

ISn't Problem, 
Most Indicate 
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only 27 per cent said the failure to com
plete it was causing regular 
inconvenience. 

Those surveyed were asked, "Are you 
regularly inconvenienced by the uncom
pleted section of Interstate 40 at Overton 
Park?" They answered: 

No 
Yes 

73% 
27% 

Those who saw themselves as most 
inconvenienced by the 3.7-mile gap were 
those living closest to the park. The next 
most inconvenienced group was the East 
drivers who are separated from downtown 
Memphis and must make their way 
around the park on local streets. 

The breakdown for the groups showed: 

No 
Yes 

East 
69% 
31% 

South 
76% 
24% 

Park 
67% 
33% 

In addition to ending the inconvenience 
for some Memphis drivers, completion of 
the interstate at Overton Park also would 
considerably shorten the distance 
through-town traffic must now travel. 
, Interstate traffic passing through Mem
phis must get off the interstate and go 
around the park on local roads or take the 
southern interstate loop around the city. 

Public hearings on a proposal to com
plete the missing link with a side-by-side 
tunnel under the park - or any of the 
previously rejected proposals - are ex
pected to be . scheduled in late summer 
when environmental impact statements 
for several proposals are completed. 

The poll conducted by The Commercial 
Appeal was not designed to indicate which 
route would be best, or even whether or 
not the gap at Overton Park should be 
bridged. It was designed to accurately 
determine the opinion of the majority of 
drivers in the Memphis area. 

The .study was designed to be better 
than 90 per cent accurate. 
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