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Unknown Speaker: Okay Recording  

Dorothy Svgdik: Thank you so much for coming to speak with me Mr. Solomon. I thought I would start 

out by asking you kind of when and where you were born. 

Steven Solomon: I was born in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania December 31, 1948 the same day and year that 

Donna Summer was born. We share our birthdays. 

Dorothy Svgdik: And when did you come to Memphis, or what brought you to Memphis? 

Solomon: My mother brought me when I was two after she divorced from my father, and I've been here 

since I was two years old.  

Dorothy Svgdik: And what can you tell me about your family? Do you have any siblings? 

Solomon: Father remarried, I've got a half sister but I don’t speak to her. We're estranged. My father 

died, my mother died. My mother died when I was 25, when she was 53. So really my relatives here in 

Memphis, my mother was a Levy and so all of Levy's and Lightman's with the Malco's theatres  

[1:00] 

Are my cousins. But I really don't communicate with them either. I got my friends and the gay 

community.  

Dorothy Svgdik: So what was it like growing up in Memphis for you? 

Solomon: Well, as I was telling you earlier, it was fine. I mean I've always been an outgoing person. Am I 

suppose to be looking there or at you? 

Dorothy Svgdik: You can look at me.  

Solomon: But then like I said back in 1968 when Martin Luther King was assassinated we had tanks 

coming through our streets and that was scary. In elementary school I mean I got along with everybody. 

I was on the girls softball team cause I could hit the ball farther than they could. And then high school, I 

went to East high, went to Memphis State, stayed four and a half years in college 

[2:00] 

so I would not go to Vietnam. I love Memphis I would not want to move. I'm happy here. 

Dorothy Svgdik: Did a lot of that have to do with the environment you grew up with here or finding 

community, like what's so special about Memphis to you? 



Solomon: In Southern cities people are friendly. You can say hello to people and they'll speak back they 

won't look at you like you're crazy. Memphis is easy to get around. It’s a big city but it's small enough 

where you can get to one end of the county to the other in like 25 minutes. Its easy to make friends, at 

least for me. I mean that’s it. I think everybody knows me in Memphis. Basically. 

Dorothy Svgdik: It is that kind of town. So where did you, 

[3:00] 

just kind of back tracking up a little bit to talk about your education, where did you go to Elementary 

school? 

Solomon: I went to *** Elementary school which is no more. They tore it down. Its off of Bellevue. That 

was through the 6th grade, then my mother transferred me to Snowden in the 6th grade. Then she sent 

me to military school in Columbia Tennessee cause she couldn’t control me. I think I had Attention 

Deficient but they didn't know what that was back then. But anyway I went to military school in the 6th, 

7th, 8th grade and 10th .  She let me come back in  9th grade and put me in CBHS Christian Brothers High 

School and then she sent me back to military school in the 10th grade. Then I begged her to let me come 

back to public high school and I cam back and went to East mid 11th through 12th. Graduated in 67.  

Dorothy Svgdik: And what are some of your big memories from that time? Does anything kind of pop 

out 

[4:00] 

to you if you had to kind of characterize? 

Solomon: Well I dated a lot. Made a lot of friends of course the truth of the matter is I sort of came out 

of military school knowing I liked boys. And I went back in, I wound up getting married, which was a 

mistake, when I was a senior in college. That was just for a year and a half. Then we got divorced, I didn't 

even go to the divorce, my mother did. I'm Jewish and Jewish mothers are very nosey. She was there. 

And then I guess that’s when I really decided I wanted to be proactive in Memphis and try to make the 

gay community a closer community.  

[5:00] 

Dorothy Svgdik: And so what did you get involved in after making this kind of decision. What was your 

strategy to increase your involvement? 

Solomon: Well I can say I had a lot of friends, I mean and once I realized that I was gay me and my 

friends we would travel across the country together just taking trips, joined the gay coalition here in 

Memphis. We decided we needed something, I'm sort of getting in to social, we went into bars and stuff 

and we really got sick of going to bars. 

Dorothy Svgdik: What was it about that? 

Solomon: Smoke and noise, I mean loved disco. I'm still stuck in the 70's. That’s with music. But we 

wanted a place for people that as they were growing up, younger people, that we didn’t have, a place 

you could go to socialize where they didn't have alcohol and one bar to be able to make friends.  

[6:00] 



And just to hang out.  

Dorothy Svgdik: And that was the dominant scene in Memphis? 

Solomon: Bars? Yea, if you didn’t go to bars you didn’t see your friends. I mean there were private 

parties and houses. I loved house parties but it was also go to the bar, go to the beer bust that’s what 

you did.  

Dorothy Svgdik: And were these, I know some people had said they faced a lot of police harassment or 

kind of uncomfortable situations  

Solomon: Right, back in the early 70's when you were at bars it was illegal to dance together and so after 

hours they would lock the doors, move the tables and the chairs away, and we just had jukeboxes back 

then. So you put records on and someone would be on the lookout to be sure there were no police. And 

we had fun doing that.  Now a lot of times the bars had bar wars and they would call the police and the 

fire department and say there was a  

[7:00] 

No occupancy at this particular bar, cause they were getting all the business and the firemen would 

come in and the police and everyone would have to sit and show their ID, at that time to prove you 

were 21. But that’s the way it was.  You know, and then one time at a bar it sold private memberships 

for a dollar and people we dancing and the police came in arrested some to **** just for dancing 

together. And because it was a private club the judge threw it out. And that set a precedent for the laws 

here in Memphis, so at that point you didn’t have to have a private club for same sex people to dance 

together. That’s what we went through, we went through all this harassment  

[8:00] 

And they put your name in the paper, it was terrible back then. But anyways.  

Dorothy Svgdik: And when did you see that starting to change, if you think it has changed.  

Solomon: Well I mean in the late 70's we decided we needed to really start doing the fundraisers and 

raise money to get a place where you could just socialize in not bar atmosphere. And that when I started 

having different drag shows and amateur shows for money for what was going to be a gay community 

center here in Memphis Tennessee, this went on for years.  

Dorothy Svgdik: So could you call this the founding for the Memphis Gay and Lesbian Community 

Center? 

Solomon: Yes and it was all done through the Memphis Gay Coalition because that was the activist 

group that made all the changes and did all  

[9:00] 

the demonstrations and tried to have gay pride parades back then that weren't successful, but they 

started raising money and kept raising it and raising it. And we got to a point when we said we need to 

get a place or we're not going to keep having people to come to these fundraisers. So we found a 

landlord that would rent us a space. Am I jumping ahead too much? 



Dorothy Svgdik: Oh no, please go on. 

Solomon: This has got to be in 1989. And the first place that this man Larry Blot allowed to rent to us 

was practically the store front at the corner of Madison near Claybrooke **** was there and Jwags. And 

I was on the first board of directors, I was the Vice President. 

[10:00] 

You know, so the volunteer coordinator. And I had 150 volunteers, actually. Now let me jump back a 

little bit because another thing that got us involved, when aids came about that brought the gay 

community of Memphis together. Men and women. Then this musical production Hearts Strings came to 

Memphis from New York it was going around a lot of cities around the country raising money for this 

AIDS organization. Cause aids was killing off our friends. And so we got together at the red cross for 

months, sending out invitations for this production and its coming in December, in 89. And again, I kept 

bringing more volunteers in to work on this  

[11:00]  

Mailing to sell tickets for this production that was going to take place in North Hall Auditorium 

downtown which is part of the convention center now. And most of the committees only had 15 to 20 

people on them. My volunteer committee for the Heart Strings had like 150 people. I just kept bringing 

people in and every week we would meet, I made it a party. Cause I'm real party oriented and I liked 

people and we kept people coming back and staying involved and from those people after Heart Strings 

was over in September I moved them over to the community center that we had been working on to 

open up. That’s why I said I had roughly 150 volunteers to choose from to work the center, to keep it 

open till midnight on weekends and we had pot lucks that had  

[12:00] 

anywhere from 80-120 people once a month.  We had country dance lessons, we had movie nights. And 

again I was the volunteer coordinator also the events chairman and the vice president of the first gay 

community center. And we decided we needed to develop a chart, we changed the name to Memphis 

Gay and Lesbian Community Center because the lesbians were having a problem with it just being called 

gay community center. It still had a lot of involvement but we needed a bigger and better space because 

the landlord was not taking care of things. 

[13:00] 

Anyway, our next phase was over next to Tandy Leather on Madison but that same landlord happened 

to own the place and we had roof leaks.  Then we moved I believe, and then the next place was across 

what was a Piggly Wiggly on Madison. We were renting then from Prince Mongo who was notorious in 

Memphis. When we meet him to talk about leasing it, it was the dead of winter and he was in shorts, 

barefoot. And he's the one that’s from planet Zembodia. Then we were there and that’s when we 

started having HIV testing and the Health Department was coming in then to do it. And we still had 

different functions going there but like I said we still needed a bigger and better space  

[14:00] 



But after a while the community center sort of went incognito. We closed it down, we put everything in 

storage, we said we cant keep renting places we have to find a place to buy or we're not going to keep 

having support we got to have our own place and not just renting a place. And then that’s when we 

finally started doing a search for buildings and because I'm a realtor I was real involved in that. And then 

we found where we are now on Cooper, 892 South Cooper.  

Dorothy Svgdik: So what would you say is the, you talk about looking for this physical space to kind of 

congregate or place these community activities in, what would you say is the importance in owning your 

own space or what might that symbolize to you? 

[15:00] 

Solomon: Well, that you have arrived. That you have found your place in the community in the city 

we're you are accepted. We ended up at the building that use to be the Cooper Young Development 

Corporation Office, the house. Cooper Young was the place and we were accepted and we knew we had 

found the right place and we never had any problems. I mean one time somebody tried to vandalize the 

flag, the gay pride flag that we have but they didn’t. They were trying to catch it on fire but it was too far 

up. But anyway that was the only incident we ever had. 

Dorothy Svgdik: And how would you kind of characterize Memphis as a whole in its reception of lesbian 

and gay individuals? 

Solomon: When we got to that point, pretty well. I mean things are really accepted now.  

[16:00] 

I mean laws have changed, the world has changed. We fit in. I mean that’s not the big thing now, its just 

not. Now the big talk is gay marriage you know its not a place that you can socialize and have potlucks. 

I've really had potlucks very successful at the community center through weekly mailings and reminders 

and something to look forward to every month now.  

Dorothy Svgdik: And what were some of your favorite events that you planned or participated in with 

the MGLCC? 

Solomon: Well, like I said in the early days we had movie nights, we had speakers. When we first opened 

the community center Novella Smith she came and spoke. Actually at the building we have now, when 

Willy Harrington was mayor he's the one 

[17:00] 

That came and cut the ribbon. We had all these politicians that have come and tried to get our support 

and sometimes its sort of, it puts you in awe that they're coming in our space and they're not 

embarrassed to be there. I mean Steve Cohen has been a real supporter but Beverly Marrero that wears 

the hats? I mean when, who was trying to run for mayor the woman attorney, Cheryl Chumney. I mean 

everybody has come to the Gay and Lesbian Community Center. The current Shelby County Councilman, 

I cant remember his name, comes to all the gay pride events and comes to the community center, 

Steve.. Isn't his name, yeah its Steve Mulroy.  

Dorothy Svgdik: Okay 



[18:00]  

Solomon: He's wonderful. All these people, I mean they love us they really do. But we have different 

events, there's a gentleman coming in from Nashville next month. I'm not in charge of these things  

cause now we have Will Batts who is our paid executive director. We knew we needed to get a paid full 

time person at the community center. With all the things we got going, with the kids that are getting 

kicked out of homes and they need shelter and food and just a place to stay. They're placed that way but 

like I said Will's a wonderful executive director and we have an assistant to him, Martavius. But now I'm 

just real proud to have been apart of this whole evolvement of a place that’s so necessary to our 

community and for actually the region, Arkansas and Mississippi you know.  

[19:00] 

Dorothy Svgdik: Why do you think it is so necessary? 

Solomon: The public, like the health department and planned parenthood, there's no family service 

anymore. There's not the resources available to the gay and lesbian people as there are to the regular 

general straight community. We're more focalized, we have more problems you know people with AIDS. 

And if you're gay and have AIDS, if you're black and have AIDS it’s a real problem with our own groups of 

people and relatives. Its made everything become just acceptable. Everything is becoming acceptable 

now. I'm very proud for that reason. 

Dorothy Svgdik: I think you should be.  

[20:00] 

Just kind of back track a little bit in talking about different events  or kind of strategies to get people 

involved or fundraise you mentioned drag or female impersonation or male impersonation. What do 

you think of all of that like how are those events maybe different or the same? 

Solomon: Well in our community drag shows have always been entertaining and its been a part of our 

lives. They seem to have been better back in the 70's and 80's because then you have production 

numbers really like on Broadway I mean it was fun. And when you just got together seeing these shows 

then you could make fun of it and not be serious but it was still a way just to bring you together. 

Because bars are still apart of  

[21:00] 

the whole experience. But you still need a place that’s not a bar and does not have alcohol. And that’s 

part of what the MGLCC constitution I mean they're by state law you can't have alcohol in that place. 

And we wanted to make it that way. It had to stay that way. It'll be a safe area.  

Dorothy Svgdik: You held multiple roles kind of back in the fledgling stages of the MGLCC. How have you 

stayed involved? 

Solomon: Well I had to get off of the board of directors which we had, it was called a board of directors 

then its changed a little bit they have a chair and all, when I got into real estate back in 1990, you know 

we opened the doors of the community center in 1989 and then I became a relator 

[22:00] 



and  I knew my life was going to be real estate 7 days a week and I was not going to be able to commit 

the time being on the board as an officer but I wanted to stay on as a general member. But I've always 

been involved with it from the beginning. Always because it was like my baby. From the very first days of 

thinking about it, the idea of this group of people who got together and said we needed this place. And 

many of those people have either died or moved on but there's a core group of us where it still means a 

lot to us.  

Dorothy Svgdik: And how did you go about devising how you wanted, I know you had this vision in your 

head of a safe place for community together and find solidary and how did you take that idea and make 

it a reality like you have? 

[23:00] 

Solomon: Well we knew what we wanted to have in there. We wanted to have movies, people they 

wanted to have book club meets, potlucks, potlucks were the main social thing, movie nights, probably 

the beginning of P-flag, probably started with the community center, Parents and Friends of Lesbians 

and Gays. But that was one of the first places that they met, at the gay and lesbian community center. 

Now they meet at the library I think. The main Library of Memphis. Like I say it was just something to 

have social, where you could socialize. That was the whole idea, a hang out place. 

[24:00] 

Dorothy Svgdik: You mentioned off camera that you had toured some similar types of centers maybe in 

like Nashville and how did that kind of inspire? 

Solomon: Well I wanted to see what they had going. That was even fully *** cause I have friends 

everywhere and I knew they had one, I think they have one in Atlanta I believe. I just wanted to see 

what they were like and the size of them and what all services they offered. But we needed something 

the people would support here. And it just gave ideas. I know Will has been to other community centers, 

also another guy Grey that’s on the board now he has too. They said we got one of the best, look at how 

many they've been too. I mean I'm sure the one in San Francisco is still pretty good I mean 

[25:00] 

They always had a good community center but than San Francisco was sort of like Nirvana for the gay 

community especially back in the 70's.  

Dorothy Svgdik: What unique concern did you have getting Memphians to support something like this? 

Solomon: Well we had to make it, for fundraiser purposes, we had to open up the goals of what the 

money was being raised for, for the services we offered, so we became a 5013-C tax exempt  

organization so people could write their donations off, which we are. And, but like I said the broader 

aspect it’s a place where you can have free HIV testing in a safe place other than the Health Department 

and a lot of people don't want to go down there because there's a stigma attached to it.  

[26:00] 

Especially people who just found out their HIV positive or think they need to get tested because they 

know people that are. And with the kids that are getting kicked out of their homes that’s a broad thing. I 

mean all kinds of kids. But that’s you know, I'm not sure what else to say about that.  



Dorothy Svgdik: No worries. Is that what you advertise to sell it to these people that you're trying to get 

funds from? Did you go about what it would stand for and it’s a good thing for everyone or would help a 

certain, I don’t know 

Solomon: Well in the current years when I've had to step out of the board of directors because real 

estate takes up my whole life 

[27:00] 

it really does, I'm sort of leaving that up to the board, the chair. Cause they have got people who are 

specifically doing these things now at the community center. Those of us in the beginning kind of turned 

it over to a new generation. I mean Len who was the president for years, he brought the community 

center through the hardest times, Len Piechowski, and he had to step down because he's a school 

teacher and he needed to turn over to the next reign of people. We all did, I mean we're all getting older 

and we had to turn it over to some younger people that would keep this going forever. We wanted this 

to be a continuing organization that would be around 50 years from now. 

[28:00] 

Dorothy Svgdik: In some reading I've done, people have expressed kind of tension between an old guard 

and a new guard in kind that kind of relinquishing of power, I talk about it like its some big dramatic 

thing but I was just wondering if there was like 

Solomon: Well and that’s what I was saying, Len, he was president for a long time because no one else 

wanted to do it. But he was wonderful he helped guide the board of directors into getting this new 

space where we are now, were we still are. But it was decided you’ve got to turn over to young people, 

got to. I mean cause when we're getting up here in our 50s-60s, you’ve got to give it up to people in 

there 20s-30s. Its time for somebody else to get the experience, to help their own age range community 

to become involved and care. You cant always look like parents telling these young people  

[29:00] 

This is where you need to be. They don’t want to listen to it, they need their peers. Their age-ranged 

peers.  

Dorothy Svgdik: And talking about other organizations, were there, I know you said the coalition was 

one of the big or first things in Memphis, was there any I don’t know how organized nationally LGBT 

groups were at the time of the founding of the MGLCC but did you have any support or any 

communication with any types of groups elsewhere? 

Solomon: I did not, again  I was the Vice President of the first board, Ken Horton was the first president 

he's now living in Jacksonville Florida. He is so proud of what this place has become I'll tell you. We're 

still good friends. All of us from 45 years ago we're still good friends. I mean that’s the way we were and 

that’s the way we'll be till we die.  

[30:00] 

He went to Jacksonville seeing what our community center had become and I believe has helped start 

the one there. They never had a gay and lesbian community center in Jacksonville before and I believe 

he helped start that now. Which is a really good thing. 



Dorothy Svgdik: Would you kind of characterize the experience of the creation of a community and a 

space as kind of fostering your friendships or strengthening them? 

Solomon: Its both. Because I've made a lot of friends and I'm keeping them. Cause whenever I make 

friends they're friends for life. I mean I've always told people lovers come and go but friends are forever 

and its true. If you've got good friends they will be your friends till the day you die and I have made so 

many friends at the community center.  

[31:00] 

And that’s why I say everybody knows me. I mean besides my picture being on the wall with the rest of 

the founders. 

Dorothy Svgdik: Yes, I remember seeing that. 

Solomon: That really put money in to buy this building. We put in the seed money for it. No, you make 

friends and you keep them and you can get back together with them there and through functions. And 

everything seems to surround the community center, the gay pride committee, all the things that go on 

in gay and lesbian Memphis. They're still the center,  its still the gay and lesbian community center that 

keeps them all together. All of it, the pride committee, the outflix film festival which has become an 

international film festival now. Its really talked about. We got a lot of things that the community center 

started  

[32:00] 

That everybody is very proud of. And I try to be sponsors of all that. I sponsored outflix, I sponsored 

pride, because I've been there. I know what it was like in the early days when you had nothing like this. 

But the outflix film festival which used to be called a Twinkie Museum where they showed some gay 

movies they got from out of town. They had it at First Congo Church, they had it at Memphis State, 

University of Memphis, that has evolved into a huge film festival. So the community center is the center 

of everything in our world.  

[33:00] 

Dorothy Svgdik: Would you, in kind of radical understanding of it, the community center could be seen 

as a type of almost resistance to ill treatment by people who are maybe prejudice against LGBT people. 

Would you see it that way at all? 

Solomon: Yea, and especially now because we have a voice and we have someone to speak for us. And 

our executive director, Will Batts, he's a really good spokesman about every part of our community.  

mean the battered kids, just everything. I mean what you just said is what our community center is all 

about. Its resistance to prejudice and to speak up for us as a group of people.  

[34:00] 

Dorothy Svgdik: And where in the past has the MGLCC ever been, like how political does it get or does 

the involvement of the center 

Solomon: Okay one of the things of the by laws, the community center is really not suppose to be a 

political arm. That’s why they’ve got these other, midsouth pride which is of a political type situation. 



Because the community center has to remain neutral. Has to, to make everybody feel comfortable 

coming there. They speak up for gay rights but they're not activist, they cant be.  

Dorothy Svgdik: What's kind of the importance of maintaining that neutrality?  

Solomon: So that new people just coming out will  

[35:00] 

feel comfortable coming these. They don’t want to feel like you're in a political war zone. I mean you 

don’t want to feel like you're coming in a place where you might be bombed because you're making too 

much of a statement. We're just there because we are and we're not trying to push ourselves on to 

anybody we just want the same freedoms everybody else does and to get comfortable, you know happy. 

We really are.  

Dorothy Svgdik: Marking some things off, sorry. Just a final few little questions I'm just curious about. 

You mentioned earlier how tough it was when AIDS was first introduced into the United States. What 

was the experience like for you, if you don’t mind sharing? 

[36:00] 

Solomon: Well you know if you or your friends found out they were positive it was basically a death 

sentence back then because no one knew anything about how or why and there wasn’t any medicine at 

the time till AZT came out and then you really didn’t know what that was going to do. I mean I myself, I 

found out I was positive in 1992. But I mean I'm fine I'll be 65 New Years Eve. And I'm okay with it but 

there's a lot of people who are still just finding out and some of them are nervous. But its become a 

manageable disease so its not untouchable like leprosery, cause that’s the way everybody was treated 

when you went to the hospitals and you had pink tags on the doors, 

[37:00] 

and warn people that going in to visit you had to wear gowns and mask, I mean it was like leprosery.  

The community center was another place that was trying to make that an okay thing. Where you could 

still come and be okay.  

Dorothy Svgdik: So what kind of initiatives did they, if you can call them initiatives, how did they reach 

out to people who were dealing with it? 

Solomon: Well that’s when the HIV testing first started. That’s where I got tested, at the community 

center. Cause it was there and it wasn’t as intimidating as going down to the STD clinic or something. It 

was a safe place to go find out if you had this or not so you could get put on treatment. But that’s to say, 

generally  

[38:00] 

Its not a pariah anymore. I mean some people are still nervous but I mean thanks to Elizabeth Taylor and 

amfAR, that started cause of Rock Hudson dying, that really changed the whole world about that. It was 

because of Elizabeth Taylor that changed the face of AIDS, and then Ryan White.  

Dorothy Svgdik: Just kind of talking about other pivotal moments, what was the effect of the Stonewall Riots 

in Memphis? 



Solomon: Of course that was in what, 69? I had not even publicly acknowledged myself then but we heard 

about it out from New York but in the early 70s we knew  

[39:00] 

San Francisco was the place you wanted to go. San Francisco or New York. And so me and my friends we 

would go to New York, to fire island. Easter or summer holidays we would go to San Francisco for the gay 

pride parades. I mean that was the good ole days I mean and again, then it was going into the 70s because 69 

70 you know all the way through the early 80s but that was major activism. You know, we're out, we're here 

to have fun. We just ended the Vietnam War, we just come out of that. And of course the 60s was peace love 

all that. The 70s was sex. Freedom. You know sex and freedom. Or course Stonewall started all that.  

[40:00] 

Dorothy Svgdik: And kind of bringing it all back to Memphis, what do you think Memphis being more of an 

urban southern city had to do with maybe the creation of the MGLCC? 

Solomon: Well again, back to the gay coalition and the gay pride parades they start off very very little I mean 

they weren't very successful, people would be afraid to be apart of it. That was all the gay coalition and 

activism, but again we knew we needed something that was not a political arm to bring gay and lesbian 

people together. That’s how the whole idea of the gay and lesbian community center came about, we 

needed a safe space that wasn’t out on the streets. That wasn’t a place you could feel safe. It was all about 

safe places.  

[41:00] 

Dorothy Svgdik: And what types of people first came to volunteer or were interested in finding this 

community? 

Solomon: People my age cause we had gone through so much back in the 60s and 70s, I mean I was born in 

1948 so I mean in the late 50s and 60s when you start thinking you like the same sex you cant even talk about 

it. But the people whose ideas there were to start the community center were people my age. That’s where it 

all started because we knew we needed a place for younger people that wouldn’t have to go what we went 

through. Try to find a place where we could not be attacked. Cause those things happened a lot here.  

[42:00] 

And the police didn’t care.  

Dorothy Svgdik: Do you have any examples of things like that that might've happened? 

Solomon: I mean even in recent years, for that matter, a really good friend of mine Wendell Honeycut, he 

was a jeweler, we've been friends since the early 70s and he was murdered. The case went cold and we really 

feel like the police department just let it go cold because he was gay. I mean you know they're are still things 

happening like that, its not suppose to be that way and there's no way to prove it but its just a matter of fact. 

We still have to look out for ourselves. We do. And politically, you know politics, Steve Cohen he is a friend of 

the gay community  

[43:00] 

I mean so is Steve Mulroy, we've got some good people on the city and Shelby County councils who are 

strong supporters of us and gay rights and equal treatment. So we're getting there.  



Dorothy Svgdik: What about the reception of the MGLCC at its founding politically? Did you have any 

politicians who were advocates for it, or interested in it, encouraging it really? 

Solomon: All politicians come there because they want our vote. They know the gay vote means a whole lot 

in results. There's more of us than people realize. That’s the deal, they want gay support so they support us. 

They come to all of the gay pride parade, and rallies and all 

[44:00] 

After the parade at the festival, which is really heartwarming. To see these people these politicians that are 

making a point to come talk to us. 

Dorothy Svgdik: And what do you think this says to your younger members? 

Solomon: That its okay. And it is okay. We want our younger people to get involved. To be proud of who they 

are. That’s the whole idea, to be proud and have fun and enjoy your life.  

Dorothy Svgdik: Well we have just 5 minutes left, I wanted to ask you if you had anything that you just 

wanted to say? 

Solomon: Well like I said, I had been very proud to be a part of our whole movement here in Memphis, being 

one of the older people 

[45:00] 

but I don’t think I act like it. I have friends young and old and I try to keep people coming back to the 

community center. I want to make them feel welcome there and that’s why I sort of took on responsibility of 

the men's potluck. I think the women's potluck folded. We used to have a joint potluck years ago and they 

decoded it was better to separate them. Cause the women wouldn’t come to ours, but we have a lot of chefs 

and good cooks that come into our potlucks. We have anywhere from 18 to 35 people show up the first 

Wednesday of each month. And I keep sending reminders about it and keep them coming and then we 

evolved from that I have a third Thursday Dinner group each month that the some of the same people go to. 

We go to different restaurants. But I still consider those two things  

[46:00] 

The ones I really try to coordinate and keep up with. Cause they're easy for me to do because of the internet 

and email. That’s my way of involvement with the community center other than donations and monthly 

donations that I give automatically. No I want the community center to grow and become stronger and more 

viable organization than it already is. And I'm very proud of what we came from and got to and that I can 

really say I started it.  

Dorothy Svgdik: And then just, so the way it was done for me is Will Batts gave me three names, who would 

you say would be the next three people? 

Solomon: Besides me and Audrey May and Vincent Astro? 

Dorothy Svgdik: Yes 

Solomon: I mean I don’t even know.  

[47:00] 



I mean, Len Piechowski, like I said who was president of the community center who got us through to 

this new place. Paul Ziemann, who moved here from New York but he has been a major part of this 

whole evolvement of this organization. And he's always been activist, he's a doctor he has a PhD. He 

invented the vein viewer, I mean he's a very smart man. And the third person, well of course Will Batts 

he's learned a lot. When he got involved. When he gave up his business to get involved in the 

community center. I guess those are the three, Len Piechowski, Paul Zieman, and Will Batts because 

they mean a lot and they do a lot and they care.  

[48:00] 

You have to care. You got to give people a reason to care. So they're good advocates. We all try to be.  

Dorothy Svgdik: Well, Thank you so much again for your time. I don’t have anymore questions right now 

you've given me a lot of good stuff to kind of chew on for a bit so I appreciate it.  

Solomon: Well thank you, I just want Memphis to keep growing and be more accepting, a safe place to 

live and for people to want to come to Memphis. We've got a good city, I wouldn't want to move I can 

go anywhere I want but I don’t want to. I'm happy here. The people that say they want to move, let 

them move. But I love Memphis I'm proud of it.  

Dorothy Svgdik: I feel the same way.  


