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Memphis Pride and MGLCC to Join

Forces for Pride Celebration 2002

The boards ofdirectors of both
Memphis Pride Inc. and the Mem—
phis Gay & Lesbian Community
Center announce that the two or—
ganizations will be working to—
gether to host Pride Celebration
2002 the weekend of June 7—9.

MPI, the organization charged
with the responsibility of provid—
ing the annual gay pride celebra—
tion in Memphis, after much
disccusion, approached the
MGLCC board with the idea of

combining forcesforthe2002an..»
nual event. Historically, MPI has
produced the Pride parade and fes—
tival, while the MGLCC has hosted
a Pride riverboat ride/party the Fri—
day evening of Pride weekend.

"Following the national trend
toward unity right now, MPI de—
cided to attempt to unify the Mem—
phis GLBT community by enlisting
the help and support of the com—
munity center in producing what
we feel may very well be the best
Pride celebration Memphis has

ever seen," said Kay Mills, MPI
chair. "We are looking forward to
rolling up our sleeves and working
with all the members of the
MGLCC toward the common goal
of providing a celebration worth
remembering."

"Becauge MPI was born out of
the community center once upon a
time, we feel honored that MPI
stepped forward to ask for our help
with this year‘s Pride celebration,"
said Jason Crockett, MLGCC
president. "Our separate events last
year were some of the best I‘ve
ever seen, and by working together
from the start, 2002 should prove
to be even better than last year."

Mark Jones, a past MGLCC
president, as well as a member of
MPIin years past, is more than
excited about the two organizations
working together.

"Having been involved in put—
ting on the riverboat ride through
the community center and the pa—
rade and festival through Memphis

Pride in the past, I know it is diffi—
cult for a few people to put on sepa—
rate events," Jones said. "However,
by combining forces, this doubles
the energy, excitement, ideas and
person—power working on one big
event. Because of this, anything is
possible and it promises to be the
best Pride weekend in the history
of Memphis."

Both organizations‘ mission
statements include giving back to

the community, which is exactly
what they will do as they work to—
wards hopefully providing the first
free Pride festival in Memphis his—

tory.
Anyone wishing to make dona—

tions to the Pride Celebration 2002
effort can do so by mailing them to
Memphis Pride Inc., P.O. Box
111265, Memphis, TN 381 1 1265,
or tax—exempt donations can by
mailed to the Memphis Gay & Les—
bian Community Center, P.O. Box
41074, Memphis, TN 38174—1074.

 

Friends For Life to Reinstate

Buddy Program

During the New Year‘s holiday
of 2001, Butch Valentine, director
of fundraising at Friends For Life
and a long—time AIDS activist,
nearly died from a severe reaction
to his new AIDS cocktail medica—
tions.

He was on a ventilator for eight

of the 10 days he was in the inten—
sive care unit and was in the hos—
pital for three weeks.
When Valentine was released

from the hospital, he went home
very weak, having lost more than

30 pounds during his hospitaliza—
tion.

Even with a loving family and
a partner to take care of him, Val—
entine needed help at home during
the day because he couldn‘t do
much for himself. When word got
out that Valentine needed sitters,

people called the house to volun—
teer for shifts. Others brought food
to "fatten him up."

Although Valentine realized
how rich he was in blessings, he
began to think about other persons
with AIDS who are not as fortu—
nate as he.

Valentine began asking about

why he couldn‘t receive compan—
ion services. He was often heard

saying, "If I can‘t get services, then
think about others in the commu—
nity." In spring 2001, after his re—
covery and due to his efforts,
several collaborative meetings
were spearheaded by the Southwest

Tennessee HIV/AIDS Care Con—
sortium and United Way of the
Mid—South.

Nancy Record of The Commu—
nity Forum chaired the meetings,

which involved representatives
from Friends For Life, United Way
of the Mid—South, the Community
Foundation, the HIV Consortium,
Adult Special Care, Loving Arms,
Whitehaven Southwest, Sacred
Heart Southern Missions, New Di—
rections, Women‘s Services/HIV
Family Care Network, Neshoba
Unitarian Universalist Church and
Alzheimer‘s Association. The final

outcome of the collaborative effort
was to charge Friends For Life with
the responsibility of providing a
companion program for persons
with AIDS.

Friends For Life has accepted
this challenge and plans to begin
offering these services in early
April 2002. During February and

See Buddy Program onpage 5
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MGLCC hosted a New Year‘s Day "Bowl! Party" at the home of Len

    

Piechowski MGLCC Board member. While the crowd was small, the
participants (particularly the Orange Teampicturedhere) rootedfor their
favorite football teams andmunchedon a variety oftasty offerings.

Additionalpictures onpage 12.

 

MTVand Showtime

Contemplate Starting —

Gay TV Channel

 
By Frazier Moore

AP Television Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Viacom
said Jan. 10 it may introduce a gay—
oriented TV channel for what the
company calls an underserved au—
dience niche.
MTV and Showtime, two units

of the media conglomerate, are ex—
ploring the new venture, which as

yet has no name and no launch date.
"We want to develop something

that, when it hits the marketplace,
will be right," said Mark
Greenberg, Showtime‘s executive
vice president of corporate strategy _
and communications.

Both networks have addressed
gay issues in series like MTV‘s
Real World and Undressed, and
Showtime‘s 1980s sitcom Brothers
and its drama Queer as Folk, now
in its second hit season. t>

By one estimate, gay viewers

occupy 6.5 percent of the nation‘s
105.5 million TV households.

The new network would be a
premium channel — though priced
less than the monthly $6 or more
for Showtime— while also accept—
ing some advertisements, as does
basic—cable MTV. Greenberg
called the strategy "a hybrid: priced
below pay (cable) but not given
away like basic."

Programming could include
anything from gay—oriented infor—

mation shows and documentaries
to standup comedy with gay com—
ics, said Gene Falk, Showtime net—
works senior vice president of
digital media.

"It could include independent
films with gay themes and
storylines, many of which never
see the light of day other than at
gay film festivals and a handful of
theaters," said Falk.



The FacesMayHave

Changed, But the

Rhetoric Has Not

 
By Wayne Besen

The infamous anti—gay kingdom
still sits ominously on the far right
bank ofthe river of misinformation.
Guarded by its devoted holy war—
riors, it remains a wealthy and pow—
erful political force. But for the first
time in a generation, the throne
eerily sits

Bauer, the kingdom‘s lead general
in its cultural wars, was toppled
after his presidential run came up
flat.

The kingdom‘s anti—gay elder,
Jesse Helms, has announced he will
retire and perhaps just as signifi—
cant, the lead wise man, Ralph
Reed, found new masters to serve.

In. the far empty, waiting

for a new po—

tentate to fill

the vacuum

created when

King Pat
 

Opinions expressed in

editorials,commentaries

and letters are those of

the authors.

away LGBT em—

pire, there has

been much re—

joicing over the

apparent demise

of the Right‘s  Robertson re—

cently "stepped down" from the
Christian Coalition.

The royal court is also in
shambles. Prince Jerry Falwell was
deposed shortly after Sept. 11 by a
palace coup led by his mouth. He
still acts as though he is a member
of the Royal Court, but the rest of
the kingdom knows he is simply a
court jester.

Additionally, former Family
Research Council President, Gary

most prominent
leaders. Some have even suggested
that the right is a papertiger.

Even social conservative lead—
ers like columnist Cal Thomas be—
lieve the Religious Right‘s
influence in politics is waning, and
they should focus more on prayer
than politics.

According to Thomas, "The
meltdown marks the second time
in a century (the first being Prohi—
bition) when an attempted marriage
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between church and state failed
both institutions...The time is ripe
for conservative Christians to
spend less time trying to influence
Caesar, to consider what it means
to render unto God, and to start ren—
dering."

While I wish Thomas and other
critics were right, I believe it is pre—
mature to write the obituary of the
Religious Right.

According to election experts, in
the last presidential election the —
GOP got 15 million social conser—
vative votes. While not all of these
social conservative voters are anti—
gay, many of them are; and they
represent a formidable voting bloc
that can stand in the way of LGBT
people achieving equality.

The main question is who will
emerge to claim the throne and lead
this huge bloc of voters? In answer—
ing this, the axiom "the devil you
know may be better than the devil
you don‘t" comes to mind.

While Robertson, Helms and
company were incredibly mean—
spirited and antagonistic, they were
still familiar foes. Their diminished
roles do not mean that the new crop
of right wing leadership will offer
better alternatives.

In fact, the attacks from the far
right have not abated as the bar:
baric warlords from smaller orga—
nizations compete for Robertson‘s
coveted throne.

The American Family Associa—
tion, for instance, has stepped ‘up
its anti—gay attacks across America,
recently launching several unsuc—
cessful anti—gay initiatives in
Michigan. Included in AFA‘s rep—
ertoire are cartoons marketed to
children that promote physical gay
bashing.

Focus on the Family and its
powerful leader James Dobson are
also stepping up their anti—gay
agenda, expanding their Love Won
Out conferences, which is a nation—
wide road show that spreads mis—
information about gay people.

 

WELL, IF THERE WAS ANY DOUBT
BEFORE, NOW WE KNOW BUSH is

HOPELESSLY STRAIGHT—

NO SELF—RESPECTING GAY GUY
WOULD CHOKE ON A MERE

_PRETZEL!

Recently, addressing a bill that
would allow California residents to
take part in civil unions, Dobson
said, "The California Legislature
has been captured, almost without
opposition, by those who hold a
gay and lesbian philosophy...The
result is a tsunami, a tidal wave, of
anti—family and immoral legislation
that is rapidly forcing the citizens
of California toaccept and live by
an alien system of values..."

The Family Research Council‘s
new president, Ken Connor, joined
Dobson in denouncing the bill say—
ing it "would create a counterfeit
marriage".

In a gay rights referendum battle
brewing in Miami, the anti—gay
group Take Back Miami—Dade re—
ferred to a local pro—gay group,
SAVE Dade, as "corrupt enemies
of democracy" who "are not quali—
fied to speak for the great majority
of non—exhibitionist, nonviolent
homosexual persons living in this
community."

Perhaps the most invective
spewing organization of all is the
Traditional. Values Coalition, led
by Lou Sheldon. While the group
bills itself as "pro—family," it is al—
most exclusively anti—gay. For in—
stance, four out of the five press
releases leading its website are
about gay issues.

 

     

   

   

The organization also peddles a
horrible video, It‘s Not Gay, that
repeatedly refers to homosexuality
as a "destructive lifestyle" and ends
as an "ex—gay" walks past a grave—
yard while morbid music playsin
the background.

The familiar faces of the Reli—
gious Right may have changed, but
their hateful rhetoric has not. If
anything, it may have become more
acerbic as sundry anti—gay leaders
compete for media attention.

While the throne may be. empty,
it is clear that there is no shortage
of wannabe kings who will use the
backs of LGBT people to try to
climb their way to the top.

While the LGBT community
has made significant gains, oppo—
sition from the far right will only
intensify before full equality. is
achieved. We must not allow our—
selves to be lulled into a false sense
of security by focusing too much
on the empty throne, while ignor—
ing the anti—gay barbarians storm—
ing the gates for control of the
kingdom.

Wayne Besen is the associate
director ofcommunicationsfor the
Human Rights Campaign, the
nation‘s largest gay and lesbian
political organization.
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ANDNOWAWORD FROM

YOUR TEETH...

     Providing you with

soothing, comfortable

treatment is our

business. Best of all ...

we do it with a soft,
Fainful teeth.

gentle touch.
swollen gums,

unsightly staing and bad breath... We are a young and growing dental

These are messages from your teeth f f ae Se

practice which prides iteelf on
which say, "We need help!"

fairness and open—mindedness.

Make your teeth feel good again! f

Call for an appointment today. We‘ll listen.

   

WILLIAM N. CASTLE, D.D.S.

General Dentistry

 —

79 North CooperSt. (Between Madison and Poplar) e Memphis, TN 38104—2815 (ye—B\\

C3(901) 685—5008 __
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MGLCC to Throw ‘Not—Your—Typical Mardi Gras Dance Party‘

The Memphis Gay and Les—

bian Community Center

(MGLCC) will be throwing a

dance party on Tue., Feb. 12, to

celebrate Fat Tuesday.

Join MGLCC for the "Mardi

Gras Dance Party" from 7 p.m.

until midnight at Impulse 2865

Walnut Grove Rd.

Admission is only $5 and in—

cludes a traditional New Orleans—

style buffet, a costume contest,

fun games and prizes, and, of

course, king (cup)cakes. What

kind of party would it be without

a king cake? Find the baby and

become king/queen for the

evening.

Come as you are, or better yet,

wear your most outrageous Mardi

Gras costume. The "best costume"

wins a prize.

Tickets can be purchased in ad—

vance or at the door. Call 726—

4211 for more information or to

order tickets; credit cards will be

accepted over the phone or at the

door.

This event is sponsored by

Best Buds, LLC.
 

February Integrity Meeting to Feature Lawyer

The next regular monthly meet—

ing of Integrity—Memphis will be

held on Tues., Feb. 19, at 6:30 p.m.

at Calvary Episcopal Church, Sec—

ond at Adams. Integrity will fol—

low its usual format of a short

worship service, dinner and then

the program.

February‘s program will feature

a local attorney, who will discuss

legal issues of particular interest to

the gay community. Integrity asks

that you join them and take advan—

tage of this access to legal infor—

mation of importance gays and

lesbians. r

Integrity—Memphis is the local

chapter of a national organization,

Integrity—USA, which serves

within the Episcopal Church. The

mission is to promote understand—

ing between the gay community

and the church.

Regular monthly meetings host

a variety of programs, covering a

wide range of topics of interest to

GLBTs. Integrity has members of

many faith traditions, and visitors

are always welcomed. Integrity

meets the third Tuesday of each .

month at 6:30 p.m. at Calvary

Church.

website at

For more information, visit our

http://

w w w . ge o cities .c o m /

integrity_memphis/main.html or

w wo w . ge o cities .c o m /

integrity_memphis/main.html.
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Share Your Stories in Pride & Progress

Pride & Progress will be a soft—

cover book of statewide history

containing both submitted content

and information obtained via inter—

view. Photos will also be included

as available and appropriate.

The purpose ofthe book is to

capture, for posterity, Tennessee‘s

history from a LGBT perspective;

to strengthen the sense of LGBT

community within Tennessee and

to promote statewide and

grassroots support of our commu—

nity. It will also increase public

awareness of the mission and ser—

vices of Equality Tennessee, the

Rainbow Community Center, and

other partner organizations.

Pride & Progress is a produc—

tion of Full Court Press and will be

published by Stars, Books &

Stripes, an imprint of Write To—

gether Publishing.

Sample Topics:

* The Coming Out process

* Education

* Hate Crimes

* HIV/AIDS Pandemic

* Social~ Life Domestic

Partnership and Equality

* Transgender Issues

* Discrimination

* The Press

* Stereotypes vs. Reality

* Employment

* Bisexuality

* Businesses

* The political process

* Drag/Female Impersonation

* Spirituality/Religion

Have a topic suggestion? Want

to be a partnering organization?

Know someone we should inter—

view? Have a question or com—

ment? If so, contact Full Court

Press (FullCourt@aol.com) or any

of the following people Mikhail

Brown (615) 337—1674) Joyce

Arnold (615) 650—2523) or Rhonda

White (615) 297—4753)

 

 

R

 

Join us for cocktails & tapas

Tapas until 1:00 am

M—Bar open 5pm — 3am

Serving dinner nightlg 5:50pm ~ lOifiOPm

reservations are recommended

948 S. CooPER —
901.276.0002

WWVV. M ELANGEMEMPHIS.CO M

MEMPHIS, TN — 38104
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Two Friends For Life Programs Get

New Director, Coordinators

Two of Friends For Life

Corporation‘s programs, the Posi—

tive Living Center and the Buddy

Program, have new people leading

them, Anita Bradford and Len

Piechowski, respectively.

Piechowski, who began his ten—

ure with Friends For Life in July

2001, as director of the Positive

LivingCenter, was named FFL‘s

Buddy Program coordinator Jan. 1.

Piechowski‘s main mission,

when he was hired, was to get the

Positive Living Center up and run—

ning by Sept. 1, 2001, a goal which

he successfully completed.

"Len is great at getting pro—

grams started and off the ground,"

said Kim Moss, FFL executive di—

rector. "He did such a great job

implementing the Positive Living

Center. I felt the Buddy Program

was so important, that it deserved

Len‘s expertise in getting it

started."

Piechowski is already hard at

work planning and structuring the

Buddy Program.

"I am deeply appreciative to

Kim for the confidence he is plac—

ing in me," Piechowski said. "I had

a wonderful time working on the

start—up of the Positive Living Cen—

ter, and I anticipate having a great

time as the Buddy Program coor—

dinator. We plan to have the pro—

gram up and running by March 31,

but there is quite a bit to do before

then."

Bradford, a certified HIV edu—

cation instructor and licensed alco—

hol and drug counselor, is now

heading up the Positive Living

Center as its new director.

A native Memphian, Bradford

has previously served as program

coordinator for alcohol and drug

services and program coordinator

for the Babylove Treatment Pro—

gram for Women, both at Midtown

Mental Health Center. In addition,

she served as an HIV education

specialist under Moss‘s direction,

also while at Midtown Mental

Health Center. Bradford is pres—

ently a senior at The University of

Memphis pursuing a bachelor‘s

degree in professional studies.

"I love it here at the Positive

Living Center," Bradford sard.

"The PLC is such a peaceful, spiri—

tual and relaxing environment in

which to work. My new position

at the PLC gives me the opportu—

nity to be more hands—on with cli—

ents, which I love, because I‘ve

spent the past five years in admin—

istration. And, it‘s also a pleasure

to be working with Kim Moss

again because he‘s been my men—

tor and is someone I really admire."

"Anita has extensive alcohol

and drug treatment experience and

she also has experience in running

major programs," Moss explained.

"Because of her expertise and the

emphasis we want to have on deal—

ing with additions at the PLC, she

seemed more than the perfect per—

son for the job."

Bradford has already estab—

lished some new goals—for the PLC.

"My goals here are to enhance

the services already being provided

and to create additional services,"

she explained. "Added services

will include those geared toward

 

Tsarus Man of Year Dinner Set for Mar. 12
Tsarus will present the 18th an—

nual Man of the Year Award for
outstanding service to the gay and

«lesbian community Tues., Mar. 12
at Crossroads at a banquet begin—

.— ning at 7:30 pm. The award carries
a $500 donation to a charity of the
winner‘s choice.

As always, the identity of the
winner will be kept a secret until
the last possible minute, even from
the winner. &

Over the past 17 years, the Man
ofthe Year often has been a woman
or an organization. Nominations
for the award are solicited from the
gay and lesbian community. Tsarus

members are not eligible.
Tsarus, founded in 1977, is

Memphis‘ oldest levi/leather men‘s
club. Members prepare and serve
the banquet, which includes soup,
salad, entree and dessert. Tickets,
which are $8, are available from
Crossroads, Pumping Station, and
Tsarus members. Proceeds from
ticket sales cover the cost of the
meal and the $500 award; the event
isnot a fundraiser for Tsarus.

Anyone wishing to make a
nomination or purchase tickets may

__call 276—4132 or 358—5356.
Names of Man of the Year re—

cipients are engraved on a plaque

which hangs in the Pumping Sta—
tion. Past recipients are: Allen
Cook and John Stilwell, 1985;
Mystic Krewe of Aphrodite, 1986;
Tommy Stewart, 1987; Bettye
Griffin, 1988; Vincent Astor, 1989;
Heartstrings Volunteers, 1990;
The Wagettes, 1991; The Pipettes,
1992; Ethan Pruett and Ed
Hammett, 1993; Dennis Kijowski,
1994; Sharon Wray, 1995; Bill
Andrews and Matt Presley, 1996;
Jimmy Gray, 1997; Ed Brandon,
1998; Shelia Tanskersley, 1999;
Glenn Jones, 2000; and Butch
Valentine, 2001.
 
Buddy Program
Continuedfrompage 1
March, teams of buddy—volunteers
will be identified, organized and
trained to provide care to buddy—
clients. Len.Piechowski has re—
cently been appointed to the
position of Buddy Program coor—
dinator at Friends For Life.

"In recent years, the RAIN
(Regional AIDS Interfaith Net—
work) organization provided the
services envisioned by the current
project," Piechowski said. "How—
ever, since that organization went
out of operation, no such services
have been provided. We saw this
deficiency very clearly in Butch‘s
situation. f
"We envision that our buddy—

volunteers will be able to provide
various levels of care to our
buddy—clients," Piechowski con—
tinued. "Specifically, if a person

is hospitalized with AIDS, an in—
tense level of care would be ex—
pected of the buddy—volunteer
team assigned to that client. That
also would be the case during the
period of recuperation after dis—
charge from the hospital, but with
a different set of responsibilities.
Ongoing, lighter responsibilities
would probably characterize the
activities of the Buddy Team af—
ter a buddy—client‘s recuperation
was completed."

Representatives from the
spring 2001 collaborative meet—
ings are presently being contacted
to identify some initial volunteers
for the first buddy—volunteer
teams. If you are interested in
volunteering for these very de—
manding responsibilities, contact
Len Piechowski at Friends For

Life, (901) 272—0855.
Buddy—volunteers must meet

certain criteria before their help
can be enlisted. Piechowski will
gladly discuss these criteria with
anyone interested in volunteering
to help determine if volunteer
candidates are eligible to assist.

Conversely, if you are a per—
son with AIDS who would ben—
efit from this service, you may
also call Piechowski. A waiting
list is being developed and Fam—
ily Services case workers in the
Friends For Life office will be
working closely with Piechowski
to screen the list based on deep—
est need.

For more information regard—
ing any of Friends For Life‘s pro—
grams, call (901) 272—0855.

people with HIV/AIDS who are
substance abusers or recovering
addicts, mothers newly—diagnosed
with HIV/AIDS and HIV/AIDS—
positive women with children."

Another new face clients will
notice at the PLC is that of Jimmy
Cooper, Bradford‘s new assistant.

The Positive Living Center, lo—
cated on the lower level of First
Congregational Church, 1000
South Cooper, provides opportuni—
ties for persons affected by HIV/
AIDS to manage the disease in a
holistic manner. Recognizing the
physical, emotional and spiritual

needs of all persons, the PLC pro— ~
vides a place for persons with HIV/
AIDS and their caregivers to par—
ticipate in therapeutic activities that
are designed to increase their abil—
ity to live successfully with HIV/
AIDS. All services are provided by
professional and volunteer staff
and are free of charge to partici—
pants.

For more information, call
Friends For Life at (901) 272—0855
or the Positive Living Center at
(901) 276—6022. The PLC is open
Tuesday through Saturday from
noon to 8 p.m.
 

2xLambda — a social/service organization for
20—29—year old GLBTs and their friends —

meets every Monday.
Call Darren at 857—5224 or Ranetta at 223—3331

or e—mail the group at
2xLambda@yahoogroups.com

for more information
Advertising space donatedas a public service ofthe Triangle Journal News  
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Lesbian Notions

: by Paula Martinac
See Page 25

"Are Lesbians and Gays Better Off Today?"

 

     

  

 

901/272—7922
794 S. Cooper
Memphis, TN 38194

 

Records&CDs

Mon—Sat, 11:30 am—6:30 pm
Email: LstCha3CODs@aol.com

_ Sun, 1—6:30 pm

  

Finally, a matter of size
when shorter is better.

During February, the 10% shorter—than—average month,
We‘re offering our residential services for 10% less.

WOLF RIVERPLUMBING & PIPING
Gene Slater — Matthew Slater (901) 853—5506
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Winn—Dixie leies to Shut Down Shame OnWinnDixie.com
NEW ORLEANS— Winn—Dixie Stores,the Southern grocery giant and major For—tune 500 company that has been under at—tack for 14 months for firing a truck driverwho cross—dressed off—duty, is trying to shutdown a website protesting the company‘sactions, the American Civil Liberties Unionsaid."Winn—Dixie fired Peter Oiler because

they thought he‘d harm the company‘s im—

age — but now they see it‘s their own dis—
crimination that‘s harming their image,"said
Matt Coles, director of the ACLU Lesbian
& Gay Rights Project.

For the second holiday season in a row,
ShameOnWinnDixie.com provides back—

ground on Oiler, as well as information on

the ACLU‘s pending federal lawsuit on his
behalf. Oiler worked for nearly 20 years at
Winn—Dixie‘s Louisiana branch before be—
ing fired for occasionally cross—dressing
away from work. The website, created and
maintained by a coalition of activists work—
ing with the ACLU, also includes contact
information for Oiler‘s former supervisors
and executives involved in firing him.

In a letter to a transgendered woman in
rural Alabama who helped design the
website more than a year ago, Winn—Dixie‘s
corporate attorney demanded that the website
be removed from the Internet "immediately."
Coles said Winn—Dixie‘s demands are
groundless.

Winn—Dixie‘s letter to the Alabama woman

was posted at http://
www.
along with a new Action Alert urging people
to call and e—mail Winn—Dixie‘s national presi—
dent and CEO; Al Rowland, to express their
opposition to Oiler‘s firingand the company‘s
attempts to stifle protests.

"ShameOnWinnDixie.com isn‘t going any—
where,"said Courtney Sharp, a transgendered
activist in New Orleans who helped organize
the web site and the holiday—time mobiliza—
tions. "This attempt to bully us out of holding
Winn—Dixie accountable won‘t work. We‘re
more energized than ever because ourmessage
is clearly getting through, and Winn—Dixie is
nervous."

Meanwhile, activists in Georgia and Florida

announced that they are continuing plans to
protest outside Winn—Dixie national headquar—
ters in Jacksonville on Jan. 4, marking the two—
year anniversary ofOiler‘s firing and honoring
Terrianne Summers, the transgendered woman
who led efforts for anti—Winn—Dixie protests
for the last two years and was murdered last
week in a possible hate crime.

"Two years after Peter Oiler lost his job —
nearly costing him and his wife their home—

we will teil Winn—Dixie that its actions are ap—
palling, and that we haven‘t forgotten," said
Jessica Archer, executive director ofthe Florida
Organization for Gender Equality. Details and
updates on the Jan. 4 protest and other ongo—
ing activity will continue to be posted at
ShameOnWinnDixie.com.

 

School District Settles Harassment Suit with Gay Teenager

ERIE, Pa. (AP) — A school district will

pay $312,000 to settle a student‘s claim
that school officials did nothing to stop
other students from harassing him because
he is gay.

The settlement between Timothy
Dahle, 19, and the Titusville Area School
District is the first of its kind in Pennsyl—
vania, according to a national gay rights
organization in Washington, D.C.

Dahle and his parents, Ronald and
Diane, sued the district in U.S. District
Court in Erie in June 2000, claiming
school officials did nothing while former
classmates verbally and physically ha—

rassed him, beginning in 1994 when hewas
in sixth grade.

The civil rights suit said Dahle and his
parents repeatedly complained to school
officials and asked for their protection, but
to little avail. Dahle‘s parents claimed he
was so depressed by thoughts of having to
return to school for 10th grade that he at—
tempted suicide.

The district, located about 41 miles
southeast of Erie, denied the allegations,
claiming that Dahle may have brought the
problems on himself because he was bel—
ligerent to other students.

David Long, Dahle‘s lawyer, disagreed,
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saying "nobody pays out $312,000 unless
they got caught doing something very
wrong.‘

He said Dahle shouldbe commended
for coming forward.

"I hope this sends a message to all
school districts in Pennsylvania, and that
message is if you turn a deaf ear and a blind
eye to the kind of harassment Timothy

Dahle endured for five years, you‘re go—
ing to be in for an expensive lesson," Long
said.

"The ripple effect of this case will go
through every school district in this state,"
Long said. "This type of problem probably
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goes on in every school in the country."
School district attorney James Marnen

said the school decided settling was best
financially for the district. The district‘s

insurance company will pay the settlement.
If the case went to trial and the district

lost, a jury award could have approached
$1 million, he said.

Mary Kate Cullen, director of public
policy for the Gay, Lesbian and Straight
Education Network, said there have been
five orsix cases nationwide since 1996 in
which a gay student filed a "gay harass—
ment lawsuit" against a school district.

f FRIDAYS

WOMYN‘S NIGHT 9 to 3

Special performances by Ricky Van Dyke

& others (see website for schedule)

$2 cover for womyn

$3 cover for men

which includes $1 off 1st beverage!
 
 



Orlando Law Firm to Pay Money,

Apologize To Former Judge

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP)— A law

firm will publish two apologies and

pay a "substantial amount" to a

formerjudge who accusedthe firm

of defaming him in a 1994 memo.

Rand Hoch sued the Orlando

firm of Rissman, Weisberg, Barrett,

Hurt, Donahue and McLain and

another firm in 1996. He alleged

they had circulated a memo imply—

ing that Hoch, then a workers‘ com—

pensation judge in Daytona Beach,

was a pedophile. .

"For a lot of people who got that

information, it was the only infor—

mation they had of me," said Hoch,

who is openly gay. "It‘s important

that retractions be made."

Hoch, who now works in South

Florida, said that, as part of a

planned settlement; he will receive

a "substantial amount" of money.

The exact amount was not disclosed

under terms of the settlement.

The deal also requires the law

firm to publish two half—page no—

tices acknowledging the statements

as untrue and apologizing for "any

injury that may have been caused

to Judge Hoch‘s good name and

reputation."

A message left w1th the law firm
was not immediately returned Jan.
18.

Hoch said that Rissman,
Weisberg, Barrett, Hurt, Donahue

and McLain had used the memo in
seminars meant to "give the dirt"
on Judges attorneys and mediators
to clients and potential clients.

The other law firm, then called

DeCiccio and Associates, was
dropped from the lawsuit in 1999.
Although Hoch‘s case was initially

thrown out by a state circuit judge
and the Court of Appeal, the
Florida Supreme Court reinstated
it in 2000.

 

 

Suspects‘ Parents, Victim‘s

MIDDLEBURG, Pa. (AP) —
The mother of two men charged in

the near—fatal beating of a man they
suspected to be homosexual said
she was "shocked" when her sons

asked to withdraw their guilty pleas
and be allowed to represent them—
selves,

"I‘m shocked. I‘m scared,"
Connie Clinger saidafter the Jan.
10 hearing.

In December, 21—year—old Todd
Clinger pleaded guilty to con—

spiracy to commit third—degree
murder, and 19—year—old Troy
pleaded guilty to conspiracy to
commit voluntary manslaughter.

But the brothers later com—
plained that they were coerced by

their defense attorneys, and at the
hearing Judge Harold F. Woelfel Jr.
granted them the right to represent
themselves. Woelfel rescheduled a
hearing on whether the brothers
could withdraw their guilty pleas
so that they would have time to re—

&

__ Michael Auker, 41,

Family Stunned by Hearing

view the transcript of their trial.

Authorities said the brothers
were drinking with their neighbor,

last March
when they thought Auker made a

sexual advance, grabbing Todd
Clinger‘s crotch. The brothers
punched and kicked Auker until he
was unconscious, then carried him
to his trailer, where he was found
two days later.

Auker was in a coma for weeks
and still faces severe physical limi—

Elton John: I‘m Lucky NotTo Have AIDS

LONDON (AP) —Honored for
. _his efforts to help those living with

‘_ AIDS and HIV, Elton John said he
was fortunate not to have con—

‘tracted the disease.

"As a gay man I‘m very lucky
not to be infected," he told ITV

News. "My concern nowadays is
that young people think they are
invulnerable, but they‘re not."

John was interviewed after the
U.K. Coalition of People Living

with HIV and AIDS gave him its
HeroAward Wednesday night. The
honor acknowledged his contribu—
tions to the fight against HIV and
AIDS through the Elton John AIDS
Foundation.

"I accept the Hero Award with
gratitude, but more importantly in
the acknowledgment of the 30,000
positive people here in the U.K.
today," he said at the London
ceremony.

John said he‘d decided to get
involved in fighting the disease af—
ter the 1990 death of 18—year—old
Ryan White in Indiana.

"It was a time in my life when I
wasn‘t behaving very well," the
musician said. "I played at his fu—
neral and I looked like a 90—year—

old man. That was when I decided
to clean up my act."

 

UPS Keeps Brown—uniformed

‘Billy Doll‘ Off Shelves

 
By Patricia M. Lahay

Associated Press Writer
 

ATLANTA (AP) — Here‘s a
package United Parcel Service
wants nothing to do with.

"Billy Dolls," Barbie—sized
figures marketed toward gay
men, have been available for at
least five years wearing military
and police uniforms, cowboy out—
fits and leather biker gear. The
doll was recently introduced in a

new outfit: a brown delivery—man
uniform with a yellow "BPS"
(Billy‘s Parcel Service) insignia
ofthe shirt.

Retailers describe Billy and
his pats, Carlos and Tyson, as
"anatomically correct" and UPS
lawyers say they are "grotesquely
so."

One Internet merchant boasts _
that Billy is "dressed in his cute
little uniform and shorts that re—
veal those muscular legs."

Last fall, lawyers for the ship—
ping company sent letters to re—
tailers and to Totem International
Ltd., the doll‘s London—based
manufacturer, saying "BPS Billy"
violates the UPS trademark.
UPS spokesman Norman

Black said that Totem conceded
the violation and has agreed to
stop producing the delivery man
versions of the dolls, which sell
for $45.95. Totem did not reply
to e—mail and telephone messages
requesting comment.

Black said —only .that
BeProud.com, a San—Francisco
based Internet retailer, did not re—
spond to UPS requests that the

dolls and uniforms be returned for
destruction.

Black said Billy‘s sexual ori—
entation and physical attributes
had nothing to do with the
company‘s reaction.

"We don‘t care whether it‘s a
local courier company that‘s
wearing uniforms like ours or a
doll," Black said. "Are you in—
fringing on our brand and logo
without permission? That‘s the
issue pure and simple."

BeProud.com kept selling the
doll until they sold out .

"We think the whole thing‘s
really funny, and we can‘t believe
what a big roar people are mak—
ing over this," co—owner Aura
said.

tations from the beating.

"I just want to say that this is an
outrage," a woman who identified

herself as Auker‘s sister told The
Daily Item of Sunbury. "Our

brother is a prisoner in his own
body and they just don‘t want to
spend time in prison."
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Study Assigns HIV Odds to Various Sex Acts
 

Randy Dotinga

Gay.com / PlanetOut.com

Network
 

Imagine if you could know the

odds of getting AIDS before your

sex partner‘s zipper even dropped.

Federal statisticians believe

they‘ ve figured it out for you.

Have sex with a stranger with—

out asking about his HIV status,

they say, and you‘ll multiply your

risk of getting infected by 43 times.

Be a "bottom" with that man,

without using protection, and face

a one in 2,000 chance of getting in—

fected.

Those odds appear in a new re—
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port that assigns risk levels to the

most common sex acts.

"They are not precise estimates,

but they‘re good enough for giv—

ing people a general idea," said

study co—author Dr. Thomas Peter—

man of the Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention.

But AIDS experts warn that re—

lying too heavily on their estimates

could be foolhardy because sex

doesn‘t work by the numbers.

"These researchers are ap—

proaching people‘s sex lives like

it‘s a Chinese menu — you can

choose one from column A, two

from column B and none from col—

umn C," said Michael Allerton,

who oversees HIV policy in North—

ern California for the Kaiser

Permanente Health Plan.

The impetus for the study came

from epidemiologists who won—

dered how changes in sexual be—

havior have changed the AIDS

odds.

"People are doing different

things," Peterman said.

"A lot of gay men, for example,

have switched from anal sex to oral

sex. The question is how much

impact that has had on their risk,

howeffective these different strat—

egies are relative to each other."

The report appears in the Janu—

ary 2002 issue of the medical jour—

nal Sexually Transmitted Diseases.

The researchers took a variety

of statistics into account. They fac—

tored in the prevalence of AIDS

(20,000 new cases a year in the

U.S.), the risk of condom failure

,through breakage or misuse (esti—

mated at 5 percent) and the accu—

racy of HIV tests (about 99.9

percent).

In their calculations, the re—

searchers assumed that 10 percent

of homosexual men are HIV—posi—

tive and 1 percent of heterosexual

people are.

They also figured that some

negative AIDS tests will be inac—

curate because infections occurred

too recently to show up.

As many gay men might sus—

pect, receptive anal sex — being a

"bottom" — is the most risky

sexual activity, 100 times more

risky than receiving oral sex.

Compared to receiving oral sex,

insertive anal sex (being a "top")

is 13 times as risky, and insertive

oral sex (giving a blow job) is twice

as risky.

The most dangerous activity

listed — with a 1 in 2,000 risk of

AIDS transmission — is receptive

anal sex with a man whose HIV

status isn‘t known. The risk fell to

1—2.5 per 100,000 if the gay male

took one safer—sex precaution, such

as wearing a condom or making

sure a partner tested negative for

HIYV,

While that rate may seem low,

it‘s still too high for comfort be—

cause the overall risk grows over

time as a person has more sex, the

report said. f

"Gay men should be taking a

couple steps to reduce their risk,

not just one, because if they do just

one, their risk will still be high,"

Peterman said. —

The researchers also estimated

that sex with an HIV—positive man

is 430 times more risky than with

a man who tested negative for HIV.

Sex with a man whose HIV sta—

tus is not known is 43 times as

risky.

But Frank Myers, an epidemi—

ologist at San Diego‘s Scripps

Mercy Hospital who has studied

AIDS, said there are many other

factors that affect risks.

Sex is riskier if the levels of lu—

brication are low, he said, and oral

sex becomes more dangerous if

someone swallows semen. Not tak—

ing those factors into account is

"like thinking that you had the

recipe for pasta sauce because you

had the grocery list to make it.

There is a lot more information that

goes into it," he said.

However, gay men can use the

odds to figure out how risky activi—

ties are compared to each other,

Myers said.

Allerton, the Kaiser Permanente

AIDS expert, said it‘s more impor—

tant to understand how gay men

make decisions.

"There‘s such a disconnect be—

tween the advice that can be given

on a statistical analysis and what

people do on a Saturday night," he

said.

 

36.1 Million People Now Living with AIDS

The latest statistics on AIDS and

its cause, the human immunodefi—

ciency virus (HIV), show the num—

ber of people infected is 50 percent

higher than what was predicted just

a decade ago.

By the end of this year, 36.1

million people will be living with

HIV or AIDS, according to

UNAIDS and the World Health

Organization (WHO).

One of the largest increases in

HIV—incidence this year occurred

in the Russian Federation. By year—

end, more new HIV infections will

have been registered there than in

all previous years of the epidemic

combined.

A conservative estimate puts the

number of people living with HIV

or AIDS in Eastern Europe and

Central Asia at 700,000 by the end

of this year, compared with

420,000 just a year ago.

Unsafe drug—injecting practices

are still the main driving factor.For

the first time, there are signs that

the HIV epidemic may have stabi—

lized in sub—Saharan Africa. New

infections there during 2000 totaled
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an estimated 3.8 million, as op—

posed to a total of4 million in 1999.

Alan Wright, M.D., a specialist

in infectious diseases at Mayo

Clinic in Rochester, Minn., says the

report requires cautious interpreta—

tion.

"The HIV/AIDS data in sub—Sa—

haran Africa shows that an increas—

ing number of persons are living

with HIV, with increasing numbers

of them progressing to AIDS be—

cause of no treatment, increasing

numbers of HIV/AIDS deaths, and

a rapidly decreasing average life

expectancy," says Dr. Wright.

In North America, 920,000

people are living with HIV and

AIDS. Of these, 45,000 contracted

the disease this year. Eighty per—

cent of those living with the dis—

ease are men.

"The overshadowing global pic—

ture shows a rapid increase of HIV

in areas such as the Russian Fed—

eration, Eastern Europe and Cen—

tral Asia, and Southeast Asia," says

Dr. Wright.

"Each year the data is sobering

in that it shows HIV/AIDS is still

spreading at an alarming, relentless

rate causing an enormous amount

of human suffering and more than

3 million deaths each year."

 



The Laramie Project Slated for March 16 Debut on HBO _ sitet

Acclaimed stage writer and di—

rector Moisés Kaufman (Gross In—

decency: The Three Trials ofOscar

Wilde) makes his film directing

debut with the Good Machine pro—

duction of HBO Films‘ The

Laramie Project. The film is

adapted from the off—Broadway

play of the same name, which Time

magazine called "one of the best

plays of 2000," and has gone on to

become one of the most performed

plays in America.

The Laramie Project is set in

and around Laramie, Wyo., in the

aftermath of the murder of 21—year—

old Matthew Shepard. The screen—

play is by Kaufman and the

members of the Tectonic Theater

Project and based on the play writ—

ten by Kaufman and the Tectonic

Theater Project.

The Laramie Project is slated to

debut Sat., Mar. 16, at 7 p.m. (CT).

The Laramie Project was recently

announced as the Opening Night

Premiere at the 2002 Sundance

Film Festival.

Other HBO playdates: March 19

(Noon., 8 p.m.), March 24 (1:15

p.m., 10 p.m.) and March 27 (10:30

a.m., 7 p.m.).

"This movie has remarkable

resonance in the post—September 1 1

consciousness, and not just as an

exploration of a hate crime," notes

HBO Films President Colin

Callender. "It‘s fundamentally the

story of a community forced to face

itselfin the wake of a tragedy un—

der the glare of the national press

—and in the process, reexamining

and reaffirming its sense of self."

The ensemble cast features a

impressive array of talent from in—

dependent film, TV and the stage,

including (in alphabetical order)

Dylan Baker (Happiness), Tom

Bower (Pollock), Clancy Brown

(The Shawshank Redemption),

Steve Buscemi (Fargo), Nestor

Carbonell (The Tick), Kathleen

Chalfant (Broadway‘s Wit), Jeremy

Davies (Saving Private Ryan), Clea

Duvall (Girl, Interrupted), Peter

Fonda (Oscar®—nominated for Best

Actor for Ulee‘s Gold), Ben Fos—

ter (Liberty Heights), Janeane

Garofalo (Reality Bites), Bill Irwin

(Illuminata), Joshua Jackson

(Dawson‘s Creek), Terry Kinney

(HBO‘s Oz), Laura Linney (Os—

car®—nominated for Best Actress

for You Can Count on Me), Amy

Madigan (HBO‘s Shot in the

Heart), Camryn Manheim (The

Practice), Christina Ricci (The Op—

posite of Sex), Lois Smith (Tum—

bleweeds), Frances Sternhagen

(HBO‘s Sex and the City) and Mark

Webber (Storytelling).

To create the stage version of

The Laramie Project, the eight—

member New York—based Tectonic

Theatre Project traveled to

Laramie, in the wake of the 1998

murder of Matthew Shepard, re—

cording more than 400 hours of

interviews with the town‘s citizens

over a two—year period. The film

adaptation of The Laramie Project

dramatizes the troupe‘s visit, using

the actual words from the tran—

scripts to create a portrait of a town

forced to confront itself in the af—

termath of this tragic event.

‘"We tried to tell the story of the

town of Laramie, as opposed to

telling the story of Matthew

Shepard," explains writer and di—

rector Moisés Kaufman. "There are

between 20 and 30 anti—gay homi—

cides reported every year, which

means at least twice as many aren‘t

reported. But for some reason, this

one resonated. This was a murder

where the whole nation, and some

might say, large parts of the world,

said, ‘Wait a minute. Look at what

we are doing. Look at what‘s hap—

pening.‘

"I wanted to find out, ‘Why,

why this murder?‘ So I took my

theater company to Laramie, and

we listened to the people of the

town. I thought we might be able

to create a document, not only

about where Laramie was at the

end of the millennium, but where

we are as a country at this moment

in our history — not only in rela—

tionship to homosexuality, but in

relationship to class, economics

and education — all the fault lines

in our society."

For the more than 65 speaking

roles in the film, Kaufman as—

sembled a powerful ensemble to

portray the inhabitants of Laramie

and the theater company, including

casting actor Nestor Carbonell to

play the director himself.

Kaufman adds, "In addition to

having an incredible amount of

craft and talent, all of the actors that

we cast are also extremely intelli—

gent and politically aware. It was

truly a testament to their love of

acting and their love for the possi—

bilities of this art form. It was truly

a blessing." —

Two of the original theater com

pany members, Kelli Simpkins and

Andy Paris, carried over their roles

in the film version, and the remain—

ing six company members were

cast in supporting parts throughout

the film.

The film was shot in Laramie

and Denver, Colo., last spring, us—

ing many of the actual locations

from the real—life events, including _

the county courthouse where the

now—convicted killers stood trial.

SYNOPSIS

What happens to a town when

something unexpected, unconscio—

nable and unforgivable rips it

apart? What happens to its people

when they are thrust into the unre—

lenting glare of a national media

spotlight? And what happens to a

community when trust among its

own people has been shattered?

These questions have led a

group of young actors and writers

from the Tectonic Theatre Project,

a New York City theater company,

to the unassuming college town of

Laramie, Wyo., where they seek

out Laramie residents — shopkeep—

ers, teachers, students, bartenders

and social workers — whose lives

were forever changed on Oct. 6,

1998.

That was the night gay college

student Matthew Shepard was bru—

tally beaten, tied up and left for

dead on a fence off a rural road and

Laramie, Wyo. — once known as

the "gem city of the plains" —be—

came a symbol of violence, as one

resident says, "like Waco or Jas—

per."

Several members of the troupe,

which is led by founder and artis—

tic director Moisés Kaufman

(Nestor Carbonell), have arrived in

Laramie to research a multimedia

play they are writing about how the

Shepard assault changed the town.

The details of the case are clear—

cut: On Oct. 6, 1998, Shepard met

two men at a Laramie bar, and was

offered a ride home. Eighteen

hours later, a cyclist found the stu—

dent unconscious, severely beaten

and tied to a fence.

As Shepard lay in a hospital in

critical condition, hundreds of re—

porters from around the country

converged on the town.

Within days a pair of longtime

Laramie residents, Aaron

McKinney (Mark Webber) and

Russell Henderson (Garrett

Neergaard), were arrested and

linked to the crime with over—

whelming evidence. On the morn—

ing of Oct. 12, 1998, Matthew

Shepard died, and the hate crime

became a murder case.

Armed with a list of names,

Nestor Carbonell.

company members interview a

cross—section of Laramie residents,

who reveal as much about the col—

lective psyche of their town as they

do about the crime itself. As

Kaufman explains, "This is not

about the case. This is about the

town: Why did this happen here?

What are people saying? How do

they feel and think about what hap—

pened?"

Indeed, although Shepard is the

catalyst behind The Laramie

Project, its citizens are the true fo—

cus. Young, old, straight, gay,

male, female, friends of Matthew

Shepard, and strangers — the people

interviewed by the theater troupe

offer a variety of perspectives on

both the crime and its effect on their

lives.

Grant James Varjas, Kelli Simpkins, Addy Paris, Clea Duvall,
   

Photo byEric Liebowitz.

Among those whose stories are
interwoven throughout the
narrative:

A University of Wyoming The—
ater Department professor
(Camryn Manheim) who was origi—
nally skeptical about The Laramie
Project, but who now feels talking
about the incident will be therapeu—
tic for the community.
A shopkeeper (Margo

Martindale) and her sister (Chris—
tina Ricci) who knew "Matt" well. ,
A University of Wyoming stu—

dent (Jeremy Davies) who won a
theater scholarship by performing
(against his parents‘ wishes) a
scene from Angels in America, and
reevaluates his motivations in the
aftermath of the crime.

See Laramie Project onpage 10
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The Vagina Monologues to Debut on HBO Feb. 14

Debuting off—off—Broadway

in 1996, The Vagina Mono—

logues went on to win an Obie

Award, but that was only the

beginning for this one—woman

show. Eve Ensler‘s controver—

sial work subsequently sparked

a global movement to end vio—

lence against women and was

staged in theatrical productions

around the world, with a host

ofcelebrities participating in the

performances.

The feature—length HBO

documentary The Vagina

Monologues recaptures the in—

timacy of the original show,

presenting Ensler in a solo per—

formance of her revolutionary

play. Debuting on Valentine‘s

Day, Thurs., Feb.. 14 (8:30—

10:00 p.m. CT), the special also

explores the creative impetus

behind The Vagina Monologues

and features Ensler conducting

new and revealing "vagina re—

lated" interviews with a cross—

section of women, as well as

detailing how the play went on

to achieve extraordinary popu—

lar and critical acclaim.

Other HBOplaydates: Feb.

18 (10:15 p.m.) and 27 (2:20 —

a.m.). HBO Plus playdate: Feb.

15 (9:00 p.m.).

"When I first saw Eve Ensler

perform The Vagina Mono—

logues in New York five years

ago, I was struck by both the

passion and intensity of her one—

>
woman show," says Sheila

Nevins, executive vice presi—

dent, HBO Original Program—

ming.

"The play has had an enor—

mous cultural impact, and we

wanted to give our viewers the

opportunity to experience the

show as it was originally con—

ceived," Nevins said.

For the HBO special, Ensler

interviewed a broad range of

women on camera, just as she

did prior to writing her play, _

generating responses that were

sometimes intensely funny and

sometimes painful. Varying in

age, race and lifestyle, her

interviewees range from urban

members of "Gen Y" to seniors.

 

act right there."

 

"It sounds like an infection at best, maybe a

medical instrument: ‘Hurry, nurse, bring me the

vagina!‘ Vagina. It‘s a totally ridiculous, com—

pletely unsexy word. Ifyou use it during sex, in

anattempt to be politically correct, you kill the

— Eve Ensler, The Vagina Monologues

  

Before creating The Vagina

Monologues, Ensler was curious

to know what women thought

about their vaginas, and polled

friends. Astounded by their re—

plies, she expanded her search

to include more than 200

women from all walks of life.

The responses were, and are,

liberating.

Ensler remembers, "At first

women were a little shy, a little

reluctant to talk, but once they

got going, you couldn‘t stop

them. Women love to talk about

their vaginas. They do. They

really do. Mainly because no

one‘s ever asked them before."

Ensler‘s questions provoke a

wellspring of shared feelings,

with shame and pride as the

common threads in discussions

of such subjects as: why and

how women first saw their va—

.ginas; first or worst sexual en—

counters; and rape and sexual

exploitation.

"What would your vagina say

if it could talk?" Ensler asks.

Among the replies: "Slow

down"; "Oh, no!"; "Accept

gifts."

A "vagina—friendly map" cre—

ated for the HBO documentary

hangs in Ensler‘s dressing room

and is covered with thumbtacks,
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indicating where ‘the play has
been performed across the U.S.
"Vagina friendly"cities include
New York, San Francisco, Pitts—
burgh, Boise and Oklahoma
City. "Oklahoma City loves,
loves vaginas," says Ensler.
"Who knew?"

Ensler‘s early performances
of The Vagina Monologues gen—
erated a tremendous response
from women around the world.
The play became a call to ac—
tion, initiating V—Day, a global
movement to stop violence
against women and girls. Now
in its fourth year, V—Day pro—
motes innovative campaigns
and initiatives designed to in—
crease awareness, and raises
money to support anti—violence
work around the world.
With the HBO special as the

centerpiece of this year‘s cam—
paign, the next V—Day runs from
Feb. 1 to April 5, 2002. More
than 800 benefit performances

of The Vagina Monologues will
be sponsored across the U.S.
and Canada and around the
globe, in such cities as Shang—
hai, China, and Cebu City, Phil—
ippines. As part of this year‘s
global grassroots approach, V—
Day supporters, including Jane
Fonda, Lisa Gay Hamilton,
Ricki Lake, Kathy Najimy,
Rosie Perez and Gloria Steinem
will "adopt a city" and appear
at a local V—Day 2002 event.

In addition to winning an
Obie Award, The Vagina Mono—
logues was nominated for
Drama Desk and Helen Hayes
awards after being presented at
New York‘s Westside Theatre
under the direction of Joe
Mantello. Among the celebrities
who have participated in perfor—
mances of the play are Glenn
Close, Cate Blanchett, Winona
Ryder, Susan Sarandon,
Whoopi Goldberg, Marisa
Tomei, Lily Tomlin, Kate
Winslet, Melanie Griffith and
Calista Flockhart.
 

Laramie Project
Continuedfrompage 9
A car—service driver (Steve

Buscemi) who drove Matthew
Shepard to a gay bar in Fort
Collins, Colo., an hour away.
(There are no gay bars in
Laramie, or anywhere else in
Wyoming.)

The first "out" lesbian profes—
sor (Janeane Garofalo) at the
University of Wyoming.

The bartender (Joshua Jack—
son) who was working the night
when Shepard was picked up.
The female officer (Amy

Madigan) who was first on the
scene, and later learned she had
been exposed to the AIDS virus
when it was determined that
Shepard was — HIV—positive.

Friends and acquaintances of
Aaron McKinney and Russell
Henderson, the men ultimately
convicted of the crime.

Ministers —from _local
churches, whopreach tolerance
but take a dim view of homo—
sexuality.

The leader of a gay—bashing.
group, who crashes the funeral
and later witnesses a counter—

Laramie.

protest by a group of Shepard
supporters dressed as angels. .

The Laramie Project includes
dramatizations of McKinney
and Henderson‘s separate trials,
and climaxes with a speech from
Matthew Shepard‘s father at
McKinney‘s sentencing. "I
would like nothing better than to
see you die," Dennis Shepard
(Terry Kinney) tells McKinney.
"However, this is the time to
begin the healing process, to
show mercy to someone who re—
fused to show mercy... I give you
life in the memory of one who
no longer lives."

Case closed, the theater com—
pany members pack up their ma—
terials for the return home. The
Laramie Project notes, "On May
18, 2000, the play The Laramie
Project‘ opened in New York
City. On Nov. 28, 2000, the people
of Laramie, Wyo., saw the play in

Since —Matthew
Shepard‘s murder there have been
44 reported anti—gay homicides in
the United States, and 1,517 anti—
gay reported assaults." 
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HRC Praises President Bush for Signing Bill that Includes
Domestic Partner Benefits for District Employees and Residents
WASHINGTON — The Hu—man Rights Campaign praisedPresident George W. Bush forsigning a historic bill on Dec. 21,which for the first time allows theDistrict of Columbia governmentto fund aprogram that will givedomestic partners of city employ—ees access to health benefits."The president‘s signature cul—minates a huge victory that hasresulted from nearly a decade ofhard work on this issue by HRC

and a coalition of local groups, in—cluding the Gay and Lesbian Ac—tivists Alliance," said HRCPolitical Director WinnieStachelberg. "We applaud our al—lies in Congress for passing thishistoric legislation and PresidentBush for signing it into law."In 1992, the D.C. Health CareBenefits Expansion Act waspassed, giving domestic partnersof District employees access tohealth benefits purchased at their

own expense. But for nearly adecade, Congress blocked the dis—trict from using any local or fed—eral funds to implement the law.The fiscal year 2002 Districtof Columbia Appropriations billlifted the prohibition on the useof local funding for this program.The district now joins 130 otherstate and local governments na—tionwide that offer domestic part—ner benefits for their publicemployees.

Once enacted, the D.C. HealthCare Benefits Expansion Act of1992 will accomplish the follow—ing:
* Require all health care facili—ties in the district, including hos—pitals, convalescent facilities, orother long—term care facilities, toallow domestic partners visitationrights at their facilities. f* Create a program that allowsdomestic partners in the districtto register as such with the:

mayor‘s office.* Allow registered domesticpartners, if one of them is an em—ployee of the district government,to purchase health insurance attheir own expense for their do—mestic partner.It would also allow districtemployees to take sick leave tocare for a domestic partner or be—reavement leave to make the fu—neral arrangements for a domesticpartner.
 
DNC Resolution Calls for Inclusion of Same Sex Couples in
Social Security Protections
Washington — The Demo—cratic National Committee(DNC) has approved a resolutionurging the protection andstrengthening of the Social Secu—rity system —and making historyby urging that Social Securityprotections be equally availableto same—sex couples and theirfamilies."Equal protection of our

nation‘s laws is a bedrock Demo—cratic value, and ought to be af—forded to all American families,"said DNC Chairman TerryMcAuliffe.""Same—sex couples know first—hand the unfair and unequal treat—ment they must bear. Inclusion inour nation‘s historic Social Secu—rity—system isan; important=steptowards achieving basic equality.

I commend the members of theDNC for their bold leadership to—day."The resolution passed by thefull Democratic National Com—mittee is a strong statement madeby a major American politicalparty urging equality for gay andlesbian families. The resolutionbuilds. on the party‘s longstandingprinciples of fairness and inclu—

sion for gay and lesbian Ameri—cans.A recent opinion poll conductedby the Kaiser Family Foundationshows that including Social Secu—rity benefits for gay and lesbiancouples enjoys wide public sup—port. The survey, released in No—vember 2001, confirms that nearly7 out of 10 Americans support So—cial Security benefits for same—sex

couples and their families.‘"My grandfather signed the So—cial Security Act into law in 1935.Since then, the Social Security sys—tem has evolved to best serve ourever—changing nation. The.systemought to again be strengthened andmade to be inclusive of all of ournations families," said JamesRoosevelt Jr., DNC at—largemember.
 

 
THURSDAYS

DRAG SHOW @ 10:45 p.m
Featuring Miss Joann, Jasmine Sci,

Lauren Drake & special guests
$3 cover ALL NIGHT!

which includes beer bust until 11:30 p.m.
OR 1st domestic beer FREE!

SATURDAYS
DANCE PARTY 9 p.m. to 3 a.m.
NO COVER BEFORE 10:30 p.m.

$3 cover after 10:30
DRAG SHOW @ 11:30 p.m.

Featuring Miss Joann, Jasmine Sci,

FRIDAYS
WOMYN‘S NIGHT 9 to 3

SUNDAYS
KRAZY—oke 9 p.m. to ?

Hosted by "Artie: The One—Man Party"

Featuring special performances by
Ricky Van Dyke & others (see website)

$2 cover for womyn
$3 cover for men

which includes $1 off 1st beverage

$3 cover ALL NIGHT! which includes beer

Lauren Drake & special guests

A IMPULSE
For upcoming events visit our website at w w w . impulse memphis . com

2865 Walnut Grove
(901) 323—6FUN

bust until 11:30 p.m. OR ist domestic FREE!
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New Year‘s Day ‘Bowl Party‘ Hosted by MGLCC

 

COMEAND JOIN

US IN CROWNING

THE 2002

KING & QUEEN OF HEARTS

SUNDAY — FEB. 10 — MADISONFLAME

doors open at 7 p.m.

Silent auction at 7:30 p.m.

Find treats for your Valentine

Show starts at 8:30 p.m.

Proceeds to benefit
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The Triangle Journal Calendar of Events

Friday, February 1

*First Congo Films — First Congrega—
tional Church — (901) 278—6786 —

— 7pm & 9:30pm

*Di Anne Price — Cielo‘s — 7:30pm

*The Most Fabulous Story Ever

Told — Circuit Playhouse — 8pm

*Pool Tournament — Crossroads —

8pm

*Womyn‘s Night — Impulse — 9pm

*Drag Show — J—Wag‘s — 3:30am

Saturday, February 2

Groundhog Day

*Camp Fire USAFirst Congrega—
tional Church —(901) 327—0438 or

CampFireMemphis@yahoo.com—
10am

*First Saturday Club — First Congrega—

tional Church — (901) 278—6786 —
2pm

*Congo Conga — Ballroom Dancing —

First Congregational Church —
(901) 278—6786 — 3pm & 4pm

*Di Anne Price — Cielo‘s — 7:30pm

*The Most Fabulous Story Ever

Told — Circuit Playhouse — 8pm

*Carol Plunk Band — T. J. Mulligan‘s

(Pinch Location) — Ipm

«Drag Show — Impulse — 11pm

«Drag Show — J—Wag‘s — 3:30am

Sunday, February 3

*Holy Trinity Community

Church — Early Worship, Adult

Study, and Holy Communion

& Children‘s Church — (901)

320—9376 — Iam, 9:45am, and
11am

*First Congregational Church —
Sunday School, Café Congo, and
Worship Service — (901) 278—6786 —

9:30am, 10am, and 10:30am

 

  

  

 

 

_ AHandy 4—Page Pull—Out

Reference to Bars, Restaurants and

Other Mid—South Resources

  

FEBRUARY 2002

*Living Word Christian Church —

Morning and Evening Worship

Services — (901) 276—0577 —
10am and 6pm

*Safe Harbor MCC — Worship

Service — (901) 458—0501 —

10:30am

*All You Can Eat.Dim Sum — lilly‘s
dim sum thensome — 903 South
Cooper " (901) 276—9300 — 12noon

*The Most Fabulous Story Ever

Told — Circuit Playhouse — 2pm

Plunk — One More — 5pm

@MGLCC Benefactor Dinner —.

Len Piechowski‘s Home —

(901) 857—8523 — 6pm

*Brothers & Sisters Bowling —

Cordova Lanes — (901) 458—
6312 —

MemphisGayBowlin@aol.com
— 6pm

*Sissy Bingo hosted by Ida Claire

— Memphis Muddy Waters —

6pm

*Sissy Bingo — Crossroads — 8pm

eQueer As Folk — Metro Memphis

— 9pm

*Lights Out, Everything Goes —

J—Wag‘s — 10pm

*Karaoke — Impulse — 10pm

*Karaoke — Backstreet — 10pm

Monday, February 4

«Feast for Friends — Hosted by

Friends For Life — St. John‘s

United Methodist Church —

(901) 272—0855 — 6pm

*Jackson Lambda Support

Group — Jackson, TN — Davis—

Kidd Conference Room — 6pm

Karaoke — Metro Memphis —

6pm

2117 Peabody

901—278—6673

901—278—MORE

 

$14

JUNGLE

1474

MADISON

901—2784313

~OPEN 3—3

come

"HANG out

WITH THE

cuys

   

*Pool Tournament — The Jungle —

7:30pm

*Karaoke Night — Backstreet —

8pm

*Ab Fab — The Pumping Station —

8pm

*Undie Monday — J—Wag‘s — 10pm

Tuesday, February 5

*Di Anne Price — Wang‘s — 6pm

*Karaoke — Metro Memphis —

6pm

*Lesbians with Breast Cancer —

Support Group — YWCA (766

South Highland) — 7pm

*Pool Tournament — J—Wag‘s —

7pm

*»Dart Tournament — Crossroads —

7:45pm

@BGALA — University of Mem—

phis — (901) 678—5719 — 8pm

*Karaoke Night — J—Wag‘s — 10pm

Wednesday, Feb. 6

*Taizé — First Congregational Church —
(901) 278—6786 —6pm

«Di Anne Price — Wang‘s — 6pm

*Fellowship Supper and Informal

Discussion — Holy Trinity

Community Church — (901)

320—9376 — 6:30pm

*Worship Service — Living Word

Christian Church — (901) 276—
0577 — 7pm

*Carol Plunk — One More — 7pm

*Dart Tournament — The Jungle —

7:30pm

«Midtown Round—Up — Country

Dance Night — Crossroads —

8pm

*»Tops Off Night — J—Wag‘s —
10pm

Thursday, February 7

PFLAG — Prescott Memorial

Baptist Church — (901) 761 —

1444 — 7pm

*Bible Study — Safe Harbor MCC

— (901) 458—0501 — 7pm

Cotton Pickin‘ Squares —

Prescott Memorial Baptist

Church — 7pm

«Congo Conga — Ballroom Dance

Reinforcement Class — First
Congregational Church — (901)
278—6786 — 7pm

«Friends and Will & Grace —

Metro Memphis — 7pm

*The Most Fabulous Story Ever

Told — Circuit Playhouse — 8pm

*Drag Show — Impulse — 9pm

*Star Karaoke — Crossroads —

10pm

As Folk — J—Wag‘s — 11pm

Friday, February 8

*First Congo Films — First Congrega—

tional Church — (901) 278—6786 —
7pm & 9:30pm

*Di Anne Price — Cielo‘s — 7:30pm

Pool Tournament — Crossroads —
8pm

— «The Most Fabulous Story Ever

Told — Circuit Playhouse — 8pm

*Womyn‘s Night — Impulse — 9pm

*Drag Show — J—Wag‘s — 3:30am

Saturday, February 9

«Camp Fire USA — First Congrega—
tional Church — (901) 327—0438 or

CampFireMemphis@yahoo.com—
10am

«Congo Conga — Ballroom Dancing —
First Congregational Church —

(901) 278—6786 — 3pm & 4pm
«Di Anne Price — Cielo‘s — 7:30pm

 

*TheMost Fabulous Story Ever

Told — Circuit Playhouse — 8pm

*»Memphis Bears Club Night —

The Pumping Station — 10pm

*Drag Show — Impulse — 11pm

*Drag Show — J—Wag‘s — 3:30am

Sunday, February 10

«Holy Trinity Community

Church — Early Worship, Adult

Study, and Holy Communion

& Children‘s Church — (901)

320—9376 — Iam, 9:45am, and

11am f

*First Congregational Church —
Sunday School, Café Congo, and

Worship Service > (901) 278—6786 —
9:30am, 10am, and 10:30am

*Living Word Christian Church —

Morning and Evening Worship

Services — (901) 276—0577 —
10am and 6pm

*Safe Harbor MCC — Worship

Service — (901) 458—0501 —

10:30am

*All You Can Eat Dim Sum — lilly‘s

dim sum thensome — 903 South

Cooper — (901) 276—9300 — 12noon

*The Most Fabulous Story Ever

Told — Circuit Playhouse — 2pm

*Brothers & Sisters Bowling —

Cordova Lanes — (901) 458—

6312 —

MemphisGayBowlin@aol.com

— 6pm

*Sissy Bingo hosted by Ida Claire

— Memphis Muddy Waters —

6pm

*Sissy Bingo — Crossroads — 8pm

King & Queen of Hearts 11th

Annual Benefit for Friends For

Life — Hosted by Aphrodite —

Madison Flame — 8:30pm

*@Queer As Folk — Metro Memphis

— 9pm

*Lights Out, Everything Goes —

J—Wag‘s — 10pm

*Karaoke — Impulse — 10pm

*Karaoke — Backstreet — 10pm

Monday, February 11

*Karaoke — Metro Memphis —

6pm _

*Pool Tournament — The Jungle —

7:30pm

February 2002— The Triangle Journal News—Page 13



 

343530 Summer Ave.

. 201/320—93576

HTCCMemphis@ aol.com

or

HolyTrin_ItyMemphis.org

 

 

Opening Wide

the Doors!

Sunday: 9:00 &

11:00 a.m.

Wed.: 7:00 p.m.

Holy Trinity Community Church
  

Karaoke Night — Backstreet —
8pm

«Ab Fab — The Pumping Station —
8pm

*«Undie Monday — J—Wag‘s — 10pm

Tuesday, February 12

Fat Tuesday
«Di Anne Price — Wang‘s — 6pm
*Karaoke — Metro Memphis —
6pm

«Lambda Circle — First Congre—
gational Church — (901) 278—
6786 — 6:30pm

*Lesbians with Breast Cancer —
Support Group — YWCA (766
South Highland) — 7pm

*Pool Tournament — J—Wag‘s —
7pm

«Dart Tournament — Crossroads —
7:45pm

*BGALA — University of Mem—
phis — (901) 678—5719 — 8pm

«Karaoke Night — J—Wag‘s — 10pm

Wednesday, Feb. 13

Ash Wednesday
*Taizé — First Congregational Church —

(901) 278—6786 —6pm
«Di Anne Price — Wang‘s — 6pm
@Fellowship Supper and Informal
Discussion — Holy Trinity
Community Church — (901)
320—9376 — 6:30pm

"Worship Service — Living Word
Christian Church — (901) 276—
0577 — 7pm

«Dart Tournament — The Jungle —
7:30pm

«Midtown Round—Up — Country
Dance Night — Crossroads —
8pm

Tops Off Night — J—Wag‘s —
10pm

 

Your Event

CouldBe Here

Call324—1018 or e—mail
cantsee3d@yahoo.com
To add or delete or

edit an event
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Thursday, Feb. 14

Valentine‘s Day
*New Testament for Lunch — First

Congregational Church — (901)
278—6786 — 12pm

*Parents Together — Support
Group for GLBT Parents —
Holy trinity Community
Church — (901) 320—9376 —
7pm

*Bible Study — Safe Harbor MCC
— (901) 458—0501 — 7pm

«Cotton Pickin‘ Squares —
Prescott Memorial Baptist
Church — 7pm

*Congo Conga — Ballroom Dance
Reinforcement Class — First
Congregational Church — (901)
278—6786 — 7pm

«Friends and Will & Grace —
Metro Memphis — 7pm

*The Most Fabulous Story Ever
Told — Circuit Playhouse — 8pm

Drag Show — Impulse — 9pm
*Star Karaoke — Crossroads —
10pm

*"Queer As Folk" — J—Wag‘s —
11pm

Friday, February 15

Ad & Copy Deadlinefor the

March 2002 TJN
*First Congo Films — First Congrega—

tional Church — (901) 278—6786 —
7pm & 9:30pm

«Di Anne Price — Cielo‘s — 7:30pm
*Pool Tournament — Crossroads —
8pm

*The Most Fabulous Story Ever
Told — Circuit Playhouse — 8pm

*Womyn‘s Night — Impulse — 9pm
@S.RI.T. Benefit Show — Madison
Flame — 10pm

*Drag Show — J—Wag‘s — 3:30am

Saturday, February 16

«Camp Fire USA — First Congrega—
tional Church — (901) 327—0438 or
CampFireMemphis@yahoo.com —
10am

«Congo Conga — Ballroom Dancing —
First Congregational Church —
(901) 278—6786 — 3pm & 4pm

«Mirror Image — TG/TS Social &
Support Group — Holy Trinity
Community Church —
MirrorImage_TG@yahoo.com
— 7pm

«Di Anne Price — Cielo‘s — 7:30pm
*The Most Fabulous Story Ever

Told — Circuit Playhouse — 8pm
*Tsarus Club Night — The
Pumping Station — 10pm

*Drag Show — Impulse — 11pm
*Drag Show — J—Wag‘s — 3:30am

Sunday, February 17

Holy Trinity Community
Church — Early Worship, Adult
Study, and Holy Communion,

Children‘s Church & Revival
Service — (901) 320—9376 —
Jam, 9:45am, and 11am

*First Congregational Church—
Sunday School, Cafe‘ Congo, and
Worship Service — (901) 278—6786 —
9:30am, 10am, and 10:30am

Living Word Christian Church —
Morning and Evening Worship
Services — (901) 276—0577 —
10am and 6pm

*Safe Harbor MCC — Worship .
Service — (901) 458—0501 —
10:30am

*All You Can Eat Dim Sum — lilly‘s
dim sum thensome — 903 South
Cooper — (901) 276—9300 — 12noon

*The Most Fabulous Story Ever
Told — Circuit Playhouse — 2pm

*Brothers & Sisters Bowling —
Cordova Lanes — (901) 458—
6312 — &
MemphisGayBowlin@aol.com
— 6pm

*Sissy Bingo hosted by Ida Claire
— Memphis Muddy Waters —
6pm

Sissy Bingo — Crossroads — 8pm
«QueerAs Folk — Metro Memphis

— 9pm
*Lights Out, Everything Goes —
J—Wag‘s — 10pm

*Karaoke — Impulse — 10pm
*Karaoke — Backstreet — 10pm

Monday, February 18

President‘s Day
*Feast for Friends — Hosted by

Friends For Life — St. John‘s
United Methodist Church —
(901) 272—0855 — 6pm

Karaoke — Metro Memphis —
6pm

*Pool Tournament — The Jungle —
7:30pm

*Karaoke Night — Backstreet —
8pm
«Ab Fab — The Pumping Station —
8pm

*«Undie Monday — J—Wag‘s — 10pm

Tuesday, February 19

«AIDS Consortium Meeting —
United Way Building (Union
Avenue) — 11:30am

«Di Anne Price — Wang‘s — 6pm
*Karaoke — Metro Memphis —
6pm

*Integrity Worship, Dinner, and
Program — $5 — Calvary
Episcopal Church — (901) 278—
8915 or (901) 374—9484 —
6:30pm, 7pm, and 7:45pm

 

he Triangle Journ, 

cantsee3d@yahoo.com
 

Welcome to the Triangle Journal News
Calendar. We try to provide as many upcoming
events in the GLBT community as possible. If
you would like to add your event or need to
update an existing event, please e—mail our

Calendar Editor, Angela Lamb, at
Thank You. —

  *NotYour Typical Mardi GrasDance Party — Host byMGLCC — Impulse — (901)~726—4211 — 7pm*Lesbians with Breast Cancer —Support Group — YWCA (766._ South Highland) .— 7pmPool Tournament — J—Wag‘s —7pm*»Dart Tournament — Crossroads —7:45pm— University of Mem:—phis — (901) 678—5719 — 8pmKaraoke Night — J—Wag‘s — 10pm
Wednesday, Feb. 20*Taizé — First Congregational Church —(901) 278—6786 —6pm*Di Anne Price — Wang‘s — 6pm_*Fellowship Supper and InformalDiscussion — Holy TrinityCommunity Church — (901)320—9376 — 6:30pm*Worship Service — Living WordChristian Church — (901) 276—0577 — 7pmHIV/AIDS Support Group —Jonesboro — 7pm«Dart Tournament — The Jungle —7:30pm«Midtown Round—Up — CountryDance Night — Crossroads —8pmTops Off Night — J—Wag‘s —10pm
Thursday, Feb. 21*New Testament for Lunch — FirstCongregational Church — (901)278—6786 — 12pm*Book Signing — "The Big Book of—Misunderstanding" by JimGladstone — Burke‘s Books — (901)278—7484 — 5pm*Bible Study — Safe Harbor MCC— (901) 458—0501 — 7pm*Cotton Pickin‘ Squares —Prescott Memorial BaptistChurch — 7pm

«Congo Conga — Ballroom DanceReinforcement Class — FirstCongregational Church — (901)278—6786 — 7pm«Friends and Will & Grace —Metro Memphis — 7pmPotluck Dinner —(901) 606—5753 — 7:30pmDrag Show — Impulse — 9pm*Star Karaoke — Crossroads —10pm*QueerAs Folk — J—Wag‘s — 11pm
Friday, February 22*First Congo Films — First Congrega—tional Church — (901) 278—6786 —7pm & 9:30pm*Di Anne Price — Cielo‘s — 7:30pm*Pool Tournament — Crossroads —8pm*Womyn‘s Night — Impulse — 9pm*Drag Show — J—Wag‘s — 3:30am
 

 

  UIEE
memphis yay & leshiancommunity center     

Welcome Home.Box 41074
Memphis 38174
(901) 324—GAYS

Space donated as a public serviceof TheTriangle Journal News.     
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Larry Timmerman

 

Antique Harebouse Mall

2563 Summer Avenue

Memphis, TN 38112

(901)323—0600

AUNTIQMEM@AOL.COM

Members ofAmerican Cut Glass Association

We Buy and Sell Estates

Bill Johns

  

Saturday, February 23

*Camp Fire USA — First Congrega—

tional Church — (901) 327—0438 or

CampFireMemphis@yahoo.com —
10am

«Congo Conga — Ballroom Dancing —
First Congregational Church —

(901) 278—6786 — 3pm & 4pm
*Di Anne Price — Cielo‘s — 7:30pm

Drag Show — Impulse — 11pm

*»Drag Show — J—Wag‘s — 3:30am

Sunday, February 24

«Holy Trinity Community

Church — Early Worship, Adult

Study, and Holy Communion

& Children‘s Church — (901)

320—9376 — Iam, 9:45am, and
11am

*First Congregational Church —

Sunday School, Café Congo, and

Worship Service — (901) 278—6786 —

9:30am, 10am, and 10:30am

*LivingWord Christian Church —

Morning and EveningWorship .

Services — (901) 276—0577 — ©

10am and 6pm &

*Safe Harbor MCC — Worship

Service — (901) 458—0501 —

10:30am

*All You Can Eat Dim Sum — lilly‘s

dim sum thensome — 903 South

Cooper — (901) 276—9300 — 12noon

*Jell—O Shooters — Benefits

MGLCC — The Pumping

Station — (901) 324—4297 —

6pm &

*Brothers & Sisters Bowling —

Cordova Lanes — (901) 458—

6312 —

MemphisGayBowlin@aol.com

— 6pm

*Sissy Bingo hosted by Ida Claire

— Memphis MuddyWaters —

6pm

* Tales ofthe City: The Songs that

Made the Cities Famous —

Fabulous February Concert

hosted by Friends For Life —

New Daisy Theatre — (901)

272—0855 — 6:30pm

*Sissy Bingo — Crossroads — 8pm

*QueerAs Folk — Metro Memphis

— 9pm

*Lights Out, Everything Goes —

J—Wag‘s — 10pm

*Karaoke — Impulse — 10pm

*Karaoke — Backstreet — 10pm

Monday, February 25

*Karaoke — Metro Memphis —

6pm

«Pool Tournament — The Jungle —

7:30pm

*Karaoke Night — Backstreet —

8pm j

Ab Fab — The Pumping Station —

8pm

 

*«Undie Monday — J—Wag‘s — 10pm

Tuesday, February 26

*Karaoke — Metro Memphis —

6pm

*Di Anne Price — Wang‘s — 6pm

*Lesbians with Breast Cancer —

Support Group — YWCA (766

South Highland) — 7pm

«Pool Tournament — J—Wag‘s —
7pm _

*Dart Tournament — Crossroads —

7:45pm

— University of Mem—

phis — (901) 678—5719 — 8pm

Karaoke Night — J—Wag‘s — 10pm

Wednesday, Feb. 27

*Taizé — First Congregational Church —
(901) 278—6786 —6pm

*Di Anne Price — Wang‘s — 6pm

*Fellowship Supper and Informal

Discussion — Holy Trinity

Community Church — (901)

320—9376 — 6:30pm

Worship Service — Living Word

Christian Church — (901) 276—

0577 — 7pm

*Carol Plunk — One More — 7pm

«Dart Tournament — The Jungle —

7:30pm

«Midtown Round—Up — Country

Dance Night — Crossroads —

8pm

Tops Off Night — J—Wag‘s —

10pm

Thursday, Feb. 28

*New Testament for Lunch —

First Congregational Church —

(901) 278—6786 — 12pm

*Bible Study — Safe Harbor MCC

— (901) 458—0501 — 7pm

Cotton Pickin‘ Squares —>

Prescott Memorial Baptist

Church — 7pm

«Congo Conga — Ballroom Dance

Reinforcement Class — First
Congregational Church — (901)
278:6786 — 7pm

«Friends and Will & Grace —

Metro Memphis — 7pm

*Drag Show — Impulse — 9pm

*Star Karaoke — Crossroads —

10pm

As Folk — J—Wag‘s — 11pm

Friday, March 1

March 2002 TJNDue Out

*First Congo Films — First Congrega—

tional Church — (901) 278—6786 —
7pm & 9:30pm

«Di Anne Price — Cielo‘s — 7:30pm

Pool Tournament — Crossroads —

8pm m

*Womyn‘s Night — Impulse — 9pm

*Drag Show — J—Wag‘s — 3:30am
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The Gay Memphis Resources Directory is
printed as a public service, and its listings
are free. Agencies and businesses listed
herein have requested to be listed, but have
not been charged. All phone numbers are
area code 901 unless otherwise noted.
(* Indicates TIN distribution points.)

ADULT BOOKSTORES
Airport Bookmart: 2214 Brooks Rd E.
# 345—0657.

Cherokee Adult Book Store: 2947 Lamar
# 744—7494,

Fantasy Warehouse I*: 791—793 North
White Station = 683—9649.

Getwell Book Mart: 1275 Getwell
# 454—7765.

Paris Adult Entertainment Center: 2432
Summer # 323—2665.

Tammy‘s # 2: 2220 East Brooks Rd
# 396—9050.

Tammy‘s # 3: 1617 Getwell Rd
# 744—4513.

Tammy‘s # 4: 5937 Summer Ave.
# 373—5760.

 

 
 BARS / RESTAURANTS
Backstreet*: 2018 Court Street
# 276—5522.

Bourbon Street Cafe: (In the French
Quarter Suites)*, 2144 Madison # 728—
4000.

Buns on the Run*: 2150 Elzey Ave. 38104
# 278—2867 (278—BUNS).

Crossover: 851 Island Road, Columbus,
MS # 601—327—0942.

Crossroads*: 1278 Jefferson # 276—8078.
Crossroads II*: 111 N. Claybrook
# 274—8655.

J—Wags*: 1268 Madison # 725—1909.
Jake‘s Place: 356 N. Main = 527—2799.
Lilly‘s DimSyum ThenSome*: 903 South
Cooper # 276—9300.

Lorenz*: 1528 Madison # 274—8272.
Madison Flame*: 1588 Madison
® 278—9839.

Mélange: 948 South Cooper # 276—0002.
Metro Memphis*: — 1349 Autumn
@ 274—8010.

N—cognito*: 338 South Front # 523—0599.
One More*: 2117 Peabody # 278—MORE

(6673).
Overstuffed Deli & Caterers: 3003 Airways

Blvd. #701 # 396—1969, 3727 South
Mendenhall = 362—2989, 7716 Poplar
Ave., Germantown # 757—1212.

P & H Cafe*: 1532 Madison Ave.
# 274—9794.

Pumping Station*: 1382 Poplar Ave.
# 272—7600.

Rumors*: 637 Hwy 145 South, Shannon,
MS # 601—767—9500.

The Jungle*: 1474 Madison # 278—4313.
The Other Side*: 3883 Highway 45 North,
Jackson, TN # 1—901—668—3749.

CARDS & GIFTS
Inz & Outz*: 553 South Cooper
# 728—6535.

GGS Gourmet: # 278—6218 or on the web
at GGSGourmet.com

CARPET CARE / CLEANING SERVICES
BJ‘s Cleaning Service: # 726—4211.
King‘s Kleaning Service: Home or Office
# 745—3300.

Lee‘s Carpet Care: Commercial or
Residential, 24—hr. service, free estimates
# 327—6165. v

COMMUNITY GROUPS
Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACOA):
Memphis Lambda Center = 276—7379.

Al—Anon (Co—dependency): Memphis
Lambda Center # 276—7379.

Alliance: Leather/levi club « Box 42174,
‘Memphis 38174.

Aloysius Home, Inc.: (See Friends for Life).
American Gay Atheists (AGA) Memphis:
Box 41371, Memphis 38174—1371.

Aphrodite: 3430 Summer Ave, Memphis
38122.

 

 

 

(Students for Bisexual, Gay &
Lesbian Awareness): BGALA c/o Office
of Greek Affairs, Box 100, U of M
38152, email: bgala@cc.memphis.edu.
# 729—3915.

Bluff City Sports Association: Box 41803,
Memphis 38174—1803 # 647—2530.
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Mid—South Community Resources

Brothers & Sisters Bowling League:
# 465—4371 — Richard Andrews.

_ Coalition for Gay & Lesbian Religious
Affairs: Box 11716, Memphis 38111
# 309—9255 — Emily Haire.

Cotton Pickin‘ Squares: Gay/Lesbian
Square Dance Club « Meets Thurs.,
Prescott Memorial Baptist Church * 2298
Elzey, Memphis 38104 # 272—2116.

— Crossroads: African American Gay men‘s
motivation/support/social group. Meets 1st
& 2nd Fridays. Conrad R. Pegues, 1902
Freemont Ave., Memphis 38114,
crpegues @aol.com. s

4F:; Leather/Levi group + 698 Pope Dr.,
Bartlett 38112.

First Congregational Church: Worship
Service: Sun. 9 & 10:30 am, Wed. 6 pm ®
1000 South Cooper = 278—6786.

First Presbyterian Church: Sun. School,
9:30 am; Coffee & fellowship, 10:30 am;
Worship, 11 am « 166 Poplar = 525—
5619.

Friends For Life—HIV Resources: HIV/
AIDS Service Organization + 1384
Madison, Memphis 38104 # 272—0855 or
# 278—AIDS.

Holy Trinity Community Church*: Worship
Service: Sun. 11 am & 7 pm; Bible study:
Wed. 7 pm; 3430 Summer
# 320—9376.

Integrity Memphis: Meets the 3rd Tues.,
Healing Service/Eucharist, 6pm; Dinner,
6:45pm, $4; Meeting 7:30pm» c/o Calvary
Episcopal Church, 102 N. 2nd
# 525—6602.

Into The Light (Women‘s AA): Memphis
Lambda Center = 276—7379.

Jackson Lambda Support Group:
Memphis Lambda Center = 901—427—1500
for information.

Living Word Christian Church: Worship
Service Sun. 10 am & 6pm, Wed. 7 pm ®
340 N Garland # 276—0577.

Loving Arms (Services for HIV+ Women
& Their Children): Shelia Tankersley,
P.O. Box 3368, Memphis, TN 38173 #
725—6730.

Memphis Area Gay Youth (MAGY): PO
Box 241852, Memphis, TN 38124 # 335—
MAGY for info; website:www.geocities.
com.westhollywood/1772/.

Memphis Bears Club: 1066 Wrenwood,
Memphis 38122 = 323—4773, e—mail:
info@memphisbears.com, website:
www.memphisbears.com.

Memphis Centerfor Reproductive Health:
1462 Poplar Ave # 274—3550.

Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community
Center (MGLCC): Box 41074, Memphis
38174 = 324—4297.

Memphis Lambda Center*: Meeting place
for 12—step recovery programs * 1488
Madison # 276—7379, 726—6293,
527—1461, or 327—3676.

Memphis Lesbian & Gay Coalition for
Justice: Box 241363, Memphis 38124 e—
mail: Ige @gaymemphis.com, web page:
http://www.gaymemphis.com/lgc}.

Memphis Pride, Inc.: Gay, Lesbian,
Bisexual, & Transgendered Pride Events
* Box 111265, Memphis 38111
# 32—PRIDE, e—mail: MphsPride@ aol.com.

Memphis TransGender Alliance: TV/TS
support group ® c/o Barbara Jean Jasen,
Box 11052, Memphis, TN 38111—0052.

Mystic Krewe of Memphis United:
41 S. Century, Memphis, 38111.

National Organization forWomen (NOW):
# 578—3286 or e—mail at
memphisnow@ hotmail.com.

New Beginnings (Adult Children of
Alcoholics): Memphis Lambda Center
# 276—7379 or 454—1414.

Parents, Families & Friends of Lesbians
& Gays (P—FLAG): Box 172031, Memphis
38187—2031 # 761—1444.

Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays
(P—FLAG): Jackson, TN 38305
# 1—901—664—6614 for information, e—mail:
burtren@aeneas.com _

Phoenix AA Memphis Lambda Center
# 454—1414,

Safe Harbor MCC: 1488 Madison Ave.,
Chapel # 458—0501.

Seriously Sober (AA): Memphis Lambda
Center = 276—7379 or 454—1414.

Southern Country Memphis: Country
Western Dance Club.

Southern Sisters: Support group for
transexual women (male to female)
# 728—4297, 7:30—11 pm for feferral.5

Stonewall Mission Church: A Progressive
Christian Church » Sun. Service 6:30 p.m.,
meets at the Center, 103 Berry Rd.,
Nashville, TN 37204 # (615) 269—3480.

Sunshine Travelers: Meets every other
Tuesday at 7 pm at The Jungle,
® 788—4PLA (4752)

Tennessee Leather Tribe: Gay men‘s/
women‘s leather org. 1568 Rolling Hills
Dr., Memphis, TN 38127—5409
# 357—1921.

The Mid—Towners Bowling League:
# 323—3111 — Linda Etherton, 342—4630 —
James Bailey.

Tsarus: Leather—Levi club * Box 41082,
Memphis 38174—1082.

Univ. of Miss. Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual
Assoc.: GLBA, PO Box 3541, Univ., MS
38677 = 662—915—7049, email:
glba@olemiss.edu, website: http://
www.olemiss.edu/orgs/giba.

UT—Martin ALLIES: Campus and
community. Alternate Weds. 5 p.m. Info
131F Humanities Bldg., Martin 38238,
neilg@utm.edu # 587—7301.

WAC (Woman‘s Action Coalition): PO
Box 1203, 3566 Walker, Memphis 38111
# 678—3339.

 
COUNSELING SERVICES

Eric Cassius, L.P.C., C.H.T.:
Hypnotherapy, Individual, Group,
Adolescent, Couples & Family Counseling.
Sliding scale fee available. # 685—5491
for appointment.

Joel Chapman, PhD: 1000 S. Cooper #
844—4357. ;

Kent D. Fisher, LPC, BCSAC: Group &
Individual Therapy # 458—7164.

Fully Alive! A center for personal
enrichment. Susan Taranto, MPS & Carol
Schlicksup, MA. Individual, couples &
group therapy. # » Sliding fee
scale.

Gary Gardia, M.Ed., LCSW: Midtown
location; grief, loss; Lesbian,Gay &
transgender; individuals, couples
# 527—1098.

Anne S. Gillis, MS: Individual, couple &
family counseling, rebirthing # 761—3435.

Patricia Goshorn, M.Ed.: Licensed
Psychological Counselor + Simmons,
Kelman & Assoc., 3960 Knight Arnold Rd,
Ste 316 # 369—6050.

Cliff Heegel, PhD: Licensed Psychologist ®
Centerpoint, 5180 Park Ave. Ste 150
# 767—1066.

Rhonda Manning Hidaji, LCSW: Individual
& Couples. Goal—Oriented Gestalt &
Integrative Psychotherapy, Sliding Fee
Scale, Germantown/Cordova area
# 757—7706.

Cliff Heegel, PhD: Licensed Psychologist *
Centerpoint, 5180 Park Ave. Ste 150
# 767—1066.

Sheridan Lambe, LCSW: Individual &
Couple Counseling, # 761—9178.

Joseph Robert Pfeiffer, LCSW:
# 578—9107.

M. Todd Puckett, MS, LPC: Personal
Enhancement Coaching. + 5050 Poplar
Ave., Suite 2400 # 844—6228.

J. Kent Usry, CMSW, MAC: Individual &
couples; grief, trauma & addictions
counseling. Sliding scale fee. # 491—8632.

Kathryn T. Vullo, PhD: Licensed Clinical
Psychologist, LLC 8590 Farminton Blvd.,
Ste. 3,G‘twn, 670 Colonial Rd., Ste. 1,
Mphs. = 848—6666, www.inter—
personalnet.com.

DENTAL SERVICES
William N. Castle, D.D.S.: Dentist » 79

North Cooper # 685—5008.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Ronnie Bingham, CPA:|axes, accounting,
estate planning # 753—1413.

 

 

— Donald Morgan Bookkeeping and Tax
Service: 3340 Poplar Ave.,Ste 305
# 458—0152.

Karen B. Shea: Financial Consultant, Smith
Barney Inc., 1661 International Dr., Ste.
200 # 818—4134, 800—227—4146, fax: 818—
4233.

Sarah A. Washington: Investment Advisor

# 466—3588, website: www.lpl.com/
sarah.washington, e—mail: sarah.
washington @lpl.com.

FLORISTS
Botanica: 937 S. Cooper, # 274—5767, 1—
800—769—5767, fax: 274—5688.

Park East Florist: 6005 Park # 761—2980.

GRAPHICS/PHOTOGRAPHY

 

 

Graffiti Graphics: 1985 Madison #7—
# 278—5002.

It‘s Done!: Typing, word processing/printing
service—resumés, thesis, manuscripts, etc.
# 795—4308.

Printers Ink: Box 11485,—0485 # 454—1411.
RK Photo: Black & white photography,
processing & printing services. Full color
post card advertising. Call # 452—2766 or
e—mail: btag69a @prodigy.com.

See—S: Portraits & photography # 327—3760.

HELP & INFORMATION LINES
Affirmation: # (708) 733—9590.
AIDS Switchboard: # 278—AIDS.
Gay & Lesbian Helpline: = 1—888—340—
GLBT (Mon.—Fri., 5—10pm, Sat.—Sun., 4—
9pm).

Gay & Lesbian Hotline: # 1—800—285—7431
(24 hr. help & information for Lesbians,
Gays, transvestites & transexuals).

Gay & Lesbian Youth Hotline: = 1—800—
347—TEEN (Thu.—Sun., 7pm—11:45pm.).

Gay & Lesbian Switchboard: # 324—GAYS
* 24—hrs.

Human Rights Campaign: = 327—2677,
jmaynard2@ earthlink.net

LINC: = 725—8895.
Memphis Sexual Assault Resource
Center: # 272—2020

Narcotics Anonymous: # 276—LIVE.
Peer Listening: Youth—staffed GLBT youth

hotline (Mon.—Fri., 3—9pm) # 1—800—399—
PEER.

Suicide & Crisis
# 274—7477.

Transvestite—Transexual National
Hotline: # (617) 899—2212 (8—2am, Mon.—
Sat.).

LEGAL SERVICES
Wayne C. Gulledge, Attorney at Law:
4673 Highway 51, N., Senatobia, Miss.
38668 # (662) 562—0030 phone & fax.

David Hooper, Attorney at Law: 1870
Union Ave # 274—6824.

Deborah K. Brooks, Attorney at Law: 200
Jefferson Ave. # 529—8888.

Susan Mackenzie, Attorney at Law: 266
So. Front St., Ste. 206 # 527—7701.

Robert Ross, Attorney at Law: 100 N.
Main, Ste 3310 # 525—0417.

Jocelyn D. Wurzburg, Attorney at Law:
5118 Park , Ste 232, = 684—1332.

Jason O. Young, Jr., Attorney at Law:
147 Jefferson, Ste 806, # 728—4000.

LODGING
ABC (Affordable Basic Comfort) Retreat:

Nightly/weekly rates on smoking and non—
smoking rooms # 377—7701.

French Quarter Suites*: 2144 Madison
# 523—8912.

Hampton Inn & Suites: 962 S. Shady
Grove, Group Sales—Events Coordinator:
E. Ryan Dougherty = 762—0056.

The King‘s Cottage: Newly renovated, 87—
89 Clark Place, Midtown Memphis
# 722—8686, www.

 

Intervention:

 

 

memphisTJN@aol.com, website: http://
www.memphistrianglejournal.com.

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES
Antique Warehouse*: 2563 Summer
# 323—0600.

Balnea Blue Hair Salon: 2111 Madison #
726—0090.

Bereavement Express: A unique way to
express your sympathy to family, friends,

— co—workes, clients. = 578—9107;
www.LandscapesPublishing.com

Betty‘s Resale and Madam‘s Amsterdam:
806.South Cooper. = 274—5333

Biorhythm Charting. Nuemerology, Tarot
Reading, Chinese Astrological Lunar
Placement Interpretation and Yin Yang
Sticks. Personal consultations by
appointment only: # 377—7701.

Dabbles Hair Co.: 19 N. Cooper
# 725—0521.

David Gairhan: A/C, refrigeration &
appliance repair # 274—7011.

Have BarWill Travel: Bartending for private
functions «Lisa Gray (The Peabody Hotel)
# 726—5910.

Bob Hughes, EdD: Yoga, relaxation &
meditation classes # 682—0855.

Bonnie‘s Doggie Day Care: 885 S. Cooper,
# 726—1300.

Lavender Earth*: 852 S. Cooper,
# 272—2853.

Love Song Greeting Cards: Specializing
in greeting cards for lovers only «P.O. Box
676, Horn Lake, MS 38637—2165.

McPherson Appliance Clinic: Sales,
service & repair, Heating & A/C.. 1447
National, # 327—6887, 327—7395.

Midtown Galleries & Auction, Inc.*:
Antiques, Art, Painted & Unusual
Furnishings « 2228 Central # 725—0049.

Midtown House Cleaning Service: 15yr.
exp., ref., onsight est., « # 274—0281
evenings or weekends.

Pet Care Unlimited: Pet sitting and/or house
sitting by competent, caring couple =
726—6198.

Enrica Ramey: Insurance Memphis
# Business: 377—1075, e—mail:
EnricaRamey@aol.com.

Star Search Video*: 1411 Poplar Ave
# 272—STAR.

TNT Painting: Tom Rowe & Trent Gatewood
# 481—7900.

Tom Webb Ins.: Insuring in the Gay and —
Lesbian Community, 4646 Poplar
® 682—2170.

Vantek: Internet Services « Box 11187,
Memphis 38111—0187 = 324—4999,
e—mail: viadmin@vantek.net.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Russell Armstrong, Developer, Looney
Developments: 194 Looney Ave. # 525—
3044

 

 

Joanna Johnson, Realtor, Clay Johnson
Realty: 757—B West Poplar Ave.
# 853—0237. f

Glenn Moore, Broker, Owner, Woodland
Realty: # 377—1057.

Darian Porter, Affiliate Broker, The Carter
Group: 1908 Exeter, Ste. 2, Germantown
# 753—7222, 278—4079.

Randy Wilder, Affiliate Broker, Sowell &
Company: 54 S. Cooper # 278—4380.

Steve Solomon, Broker, Sowell &
Company: 54 S. Cooper = 278—4380. 

MASSAGE SERVICES
ABC A Bodywise Company Retreat:

Relaxing therapeutic, full—body massage/
sports massage. Biorhythm charting. By
appointment. # 377—7701.

Massage by Jim: # Pager 541—0579.
Tom Pitman: Rejuvenating full—body
massage by appointment. # 761—7977.

MEDIA
Family & Friends: Free monthly magazine

* Box 771948, Memphis 38177—1948,
® 682—2669, Fax: 685—2234, email:
FamilyMag@aol.com, http:/members.
aol.com/familymag/homepage.html.

Recovery Times: Free monthly newspaper
focusing on addictions & recovery.
Distributed in Memphis, Jackson, &
Nashville TN # (901) 377—7963.

Triangle Journal News: Free monthly
newspaper published by Printers Ink *
Box 11485, Memphis, 38111—0485
# 454—1411, Fax: 454—1411 *51, email:

 

TRAVEL
Diverse Excursions: # 726—4672 or
dx_jon@yahoo.com.

Great American Cruises, Inc.: Cruise
Travel Agency, Sherman Perkins, 52 N.
Second # 525—5302. &

Travel Customized by Jean Morris:
Member International Gay & Lesbian
Travel Association # 465—2936.

TJN IS ALSO DISTRIBUTED
AT THESE LOCATIONS

Circuit Playhouse: 1705 Poplar Ave.
# 726—5521..

Memphis and Shelby County Public
Library: 3030 Poplar Ave. # 725—8800.

 



Elien Degeneres Shares Thoughts on Parenting, Family,

in Exclusive Online Interview with Her Mom

WASHINGTON — Ellen

DeGeneres hopes to have "at

least one child, if not more," but

says she hasn‘t quite figured out

how or when she‘ll do it.

In an exclusive interview

with her mother, Betty — a col—

umnist for the Human Rights

Campaign‘s FamilyNet

(www.hrc.org/familynet) —

Ellen DeGeneres talks about

feeling different as a child and

how that might influence her

when she becomes a parent.

"I hope to have at least one

child if not more, and I will try

to figure out the best way to do

that," Ellen says in the first part

of a two—part interview posted

online, "because it‘s a challenge

to be a parent and not screw

somebody up — to have that

responsibility, to have a living

being and not squelch their spirit

but allow them to soar and find

out who they are without tell—

ing them who they are."

Reflecting on some of the

challenges specific to gay and

lesbian parents, she adds, "You

also have to know that, on some

level, the kid is going to have a

hard time at school, no matter

where they are, because it‘s hard

to be different growing up: It

was hard for me‘to be a Chris—

tian Scientist and be the only

one not getting a vaccination. I

felt left out. It‘s all relative

for a kid — that you‘re just

different is hard. I give a lot

of credit to people who have

children and enter that

world."

The star of The Ellen

Showand recent host of the

2001.Emmy Awards, Ellen

DeGeneres in 1997 became

the first person to come out

while starring in a television

series.

Her mother, the author of

Love, Ellen: A Mother/

DaughterJourney (William

Morrow & Co., 1999) and

Just a Mom (Advocate

Books, 2000), is an outspo—

ken supporter of GLBT families

and a monthly columnist on

HRC FamilyNet.

In the interview, Ellen re—

flects on her relationship with

her mother. Their candid con—

versation reveals the love— and

love of fun — they both share.

"[I]t helps that you embrace not

only me but my relationship,

which is a very important thing

for me to be able to share,"

Ellen says.

 

"And a lot of parents lose out

on experiencing other sides of

their children."

"Well," Betty replies, "it‘s a

little mutual admiration society

because you are a very special

daughter. And that‘s the sad

thing, too, for parents who

~aren‘t able to accept a son or

daughter who is gay. That son

or daughter may be the most

wonderful person, and then all

of a sudden they‘re not ac—

cepted. And that‘s just ri—

diculous. Butit‘s people not

thinking for themselves.

Sorry, I‘m getting on my

soapbox."

Ellen also calls her com—

ing out process "a journey

for spiritual growth."

"I didn‘t realize how

much pain I was holding in

and how hard that is to live

with. because it wasn‘t a big

deal to me," she says.

"I was completely ac—

cepted by all my business

associates. Everybody

knew I was gay. I was on

television and living a suc—

cessful life. I was making a

lot. of money. To me, I didn‘t

think I needed to come out.

When I realized the source of

shame I was holding in by not

saying the words, not being able

to say the words, once I realized

that, I had to come out."

HRC FamilyNet is the gay,

lesbian, bisexual and

transgender family project of the

Human Rights Campaign Foun—

dation.

Developed in cooperation

with more than 15 national

GLBT organizations, HRC

FamilyNet provides information

about adoption, civil unions,

coming out, custody and visita—

tion, donor insemination, fam—

ily law, families of origin, mar—

riage, parenting, schools, senior

health and housing, laws and

legislation, transgender issues

and more.

HRC FamilyNet is also a web

channel that features more than

30 experts who answer ques—

tions from users and monthly

columns by Betty DeGeneres

and Emmy—award winning co—

median Judy Gold.

In past columns, DeGeneres

has talked to feminist icon

Gloria Steinem, actress Kathy

Najimy and author Jesse Green

about their opinions about

GLBT family issues.

 

  

  

FRIENDS FOR LIFE PRESENTS ITS FLFTH ANNUAL FABULOUS FEBRUARY CONCERT

SUNDAYFEBRUARY 24"— 6:30 PM — NEW DAISY THEATRE — $25 GENERAL ADMISSION
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Court TV Airs Transgender Custody Battle

In a television first, Court TV

is airing gavel—to—gavel coverage

of a child custody case involving

female—to—male transsexual father

Michael Kantaras and his soon—

to—be—ex—wife, Linda Kantaras.

Since Tues., Jan. 22, the case has

dominated Court TV‘s daytime

schedule, with eight hours per

day devoted to courtroom cover—

age, commentary and analysis.

The legal arguments and Court

TV commentary regarding

"Kantaras v. Kantaras" have fo—

cused unprecedented attention on

the fundamental definitions of

sex, gender identity and marriage.

Linda Kantaras has challenged

her husband‘s right to custody on

the grounds that, due to his birth

sex, their 11—year marriage and

Michael‘s adoption of their two

children are invalid in the state of

Florida.

In addition to deciding paren—

tal fitness, the court must deter—

mine Michael‘s legal sex.

Additional details about this case

are available at http://

www.courttv.com/trials/kantaras/

index.html.

Court TV‘s comprehensive

coverage of the case (interrupted

Friday for verdict coverage of the

hockey dad manslaughter.case)

has included ongoing commen—

tary by program hosts, legal ana—

lysts and the network‘s

on—the—scene reporter in Florida.

With a few exceptions, these

commentators have mastered the

distinctions between sex, gender

identity and sexual orientation,

and have presented nuanced dis—

cussions of sex reassignment sur—

gery and other transgender issues.

"*‘Kantaras v. Kantaras"is pro—

viding an opportunity for Court

TV‘s audience to better understand

transgender lives and issues," said

GLAAD News Media Director

Cathy Renna. "With the exception

of Trial Heat host Nancy Grace‘s

occasional sensationalistic ques—

tions and commentary, Court TV‘s

commentators are presenting

smart, unprecedented information

and insights into transgender is—

sues.

"We also are particularly

pleased that Court TV has reached

out to transgender analysts like

Paisley Currah, Pauline Park and

Jamison Green to provide expert

commentary during witness testi—

mony," Renna said.. "GLAAD

hopes that Court TV will continue

to include transgender voices in the

ongoing coverage ofthis trial."

Pauline Park of the New York

Association for Gender Rights Ad—

vocacy (NYAGRA) will be a guest

analyst on Closing Arguments

(hosted by James Curtis and Lisa

Bloom), Tues., Jan. 29 at 3 p.m.

Jamison Green of Gender Educa—

tion and Advocacy is scheduled to

appear on Catherine Crier Live,

Wed., Jan. 30 at 4:30 p.m. (all times

Central).

 

with the information.

  

  

|line

——»— Community Calendar

mglcccalendar@yahoo.com

The Memphis Gay and Lesbian Community Center (MGLCC)

is giving the community a centralized presence on the web.

If you are involved in or know of any events missing from the

calendar, or if there are changes or additional information for an

event already on the calendar, e—mail the group at

mgleccalendar@yahoo.com or call 725—1574 and leave a message

Bookmark the site for future reférence and share this informa—

tion with any lists or persons that might be interested.

  

Co—founder of Gay Rights Group |

Surprised to Get Tribute

DETROIT (AP) — Henry

Messer, a founder of gay advocacy

group the Triangle Foundation, was

surprised to receive a tribute signed

by Gov. John Engler in recognition

of he and his partner‘s 50th anni—

versary.

"It was very nice. We had a nice

chuckle," said Messer, of Dearborn

Heights.

He told the Detroit Free Press

for a Jan. 19 article that he couldn‘t

: believe Engler had signed it, be—

cause Michigan Republicans don‘t

generally support gay marriages.

The tribute doesn‘t specifically re—

fer to his union with Carl House as

a marriage.

As it turns out, Engler was sur—

prised by his endorsement, too.

Spokesman Matt Resch said the

tribute requested by state Rep. Pan

Godchaux, R—Birmingham, was

signed onamachine.

Had Engler read it, he probably

would have sent it back unsigned,

Resch said. But Engler won‘t re—.

scind the tribute. ® +

Engler gets hundreds of requests.

for tributes each month for births

days, wedding anniversaries and

Boy Scout awards. Tribute requests

are not screened by the governor‘s

staff, which relies on sponsoring

lawmakers for accuracy.

"I figure all this will accomplish

is the governor won‘t sign any

more tributes from me," Godchaux

said.

Gary Glenn, president of the

American Family Association of

Michigan, —sfaid—he hoped Engler

would disavow the tribute, fearing

itcould be used by gay activiststo

legitimize gay issues. f

 

 

 Not Your Typical Maro bresPanee Pa

Join MGLCC for our Mardi Gras Dance Party

 

Tuesday, February 12", 2002

Fat Tuesday

Tpm until Midnight

Impulse

(2865 Walnut Grove)

ONLY $5 ADMISSION INCLUDES:

Traditional New Orleans—style Buffet * Prize for the BEST Costume * Fun Contests & Prizes

King (Cup)cakes — Find the Baby & become King/Queen for the night! * BYOB

Join us for the beads, feathers, food, fun A42 music!

Tickets can be purchased in advance or at the door! Call 726—4211 for more information!

SPONSORED BY: Best Buds, LLC
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Memphis Gay and Lesbian Community Center‘s

1% Ever Bachelor/Bachelorette Speed Dating Auction

Sunday, March 17, 2002

4pm until 7pm

Jillian‘s Memphis _
(150 Peabody Place at Second Street)

$10 Advance Admission includes Appetizer Buffet! Cash Bar!

20 to 25 Bachelors and Bachelorettes Available! —

Winners will receive a date, dinner for two, and movie passes!

Meet them via Speed Dating from 4pm until 5pm.

Win them via the Auction from 5pm until 7pm.

Obtain your tickets in advance by calling 857—5224!

Credit cards accepted for admission & bids!

mgicc|
Poaoe
community center
     
  

 



Fabulous February Concert to Serve as

Musical Tour (de Force)

Friends For Life is proud to

present to all music lovers the

Fifth Annual Fabulous February

Concert, Tales Of The Cities —

The Songs That Made The Cities

Famous. Whether you‘ ve got the

"Saint Louis Blues" but you "Left

Your Heart in San Francisco," or

you‘ve been "Walkin‘ in,

phis" but have always wished you

could have traveled on the "Chat—

tanooga Choo Choo," there will

be a city and a song for you.

This tribute to our great

American cities (and a few inter—

national cities as well) will be

presented at the New Daisy The—

atre on Beale Street at 6:30 in the

evening on Sun., Feb. 24.

Enjoy the performances of

some of Memphis‘ top talents:

Joyce Cobb, Gary Johns, Jackie

Johnson, Debbie Kines, Chris

Hudson and Doug Saleeby, and

from Pensacola, Holly Shelton.

Add the Big Band sounds of the

18—piece Memphis Jazz Orches—

tra and FM 100‘s Tom

Prestigiacomo as your host for the

evening, and the 5th annual con—

cert will be your "show of

shows."

_The Fabulous February Con—

cert series has paid tribute to

Billie Holiday, Frank Sinatra,

Judy Garland and Ella Fitzgerald.

The shows have often been com—

pared favorably to the shows of

Las Vegas.

"That‘s quite a compliment,"

says Butch Valentine, director of

fundraising at Friends For Life.

He is the person who created the

concert series and has organized

each of the shows.

"In our efforts to raise money

and awareness, we always try to

give our supporters the very best

events because, after all, our sup—

porters are the very best in Mem—

phis and they deserve the very

best," Valentine said.

The money raised will sup—

port such programs as the food

pantry, transportation, housing,

the new Buddy Program and the

Positive Living Center. Last

year‘s concert, Ella Fitzgerald—

A Little Scat and Some of That,

raised $50,000.

This year‘s concert is dedi—

cated to the memory of Dorothy

Simon, a former advisory board

member and volunteer of Friends

For Life, a dear friend to many

and an ardent music lover.

Tickets start at $25, and pre—

paid reservations are required.

For information and reservations,

contact Butch Valentine at the

Friends For Life office, 272—

0855.

 

andSome ofThat

 

The Fabulous February

Concert Series

* February 15, 1998: A Holiday With Billie Holiday

* February 27, 1999; Doing It Our Way—a Tribute

to Francis Albert Sinatra

* February 20, 2000: Judy Garland—The Rainbow

Comes to MemphOz, Tennessee

* February 25, 2001: Ella Fitzgerald—A Little Scat

* February 24, 2002: Tales ofThe Clues—The Songs —
That Made The Cities Famous

 

 

 

AloysiusHome&AIDS Resource Center

VOLUNTEER

OPPORTUNMES

Join the Friends for Life
Volunteer E—Mail List!

If you would like to hear
about volunteer oppor—
tunities at Friends For Life
and you would like to be
added to this list, please e—
mail FFLVolunteers—
subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

If you do not have e—mail
and would like to receive
phone call reminders,
please call Angela at 272—
0855.

If you have any
questions, comments, or

suggestions, please
— e—mail Angela at
FFLVolCor@yahoo.com.

Published as a public service
by the Tangle JournalNews.

 

  

Vigil Marks One Year

Since Mauling Incident

 
By Paul Glader

Associated Press Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) —
About 200 friends and supporters of
Diane Whipple held a candlelight
vigilin a rain—soaked park Jan. 27 to
show they hadn‘t forgotten the popu—
lar woman mauled to death by dogs
at her doorstep last year.

""What really happened is a won—
derful, capable, loving, memorable
woman lost her life under circum—
stances that were eminently and com—
pletely avoidable," said Kate
Kendell, executive director of the
National Center for Lesbian Rights.

Whipple, 33, was attacked in a
hallway Jan. 26, 2001, as she carried
groceries to her luxury apartment in
the Pacific Heights neighborhood.

Kendell‘s organization and sev—
eral other groups, including Friends
of Diane, organized the vigil.

Several members of Whipple‘s
St. Mary‘s lacrosse team huddled to—
gether on the park grass, hugging and
sharing memories of their former
coach. Whipple‘s partner, Sharon
Smith, remembered her as a competi—
tive athlete and a teacher in life.

"In the seven years I spent my life
with Diane Alexis, she was most
proud of her athletic accomplish—
ments," Smith said, referring to
Whipple by her middle name.

Whipple enjoyed poetry, long
hikes, the ocean and her friends,
Smith said.

"She believed in living your life
to the fullest," Smith said.

The two large Presa Canarios that

attacked Whipple weighed more than
100 pounds each and belonged to her
neighbors Marjorie Knoller and Rob—
ert Noel.

Knoller is charged with second—
degree murder. Both Knoller and
Noel are also charged with involun—
tary manslaughter and keeping vi—
cious dogs. The murder charge
carries up to 15 years in prison; the
manslaughter charges up to four.

The criminal trial starts in March
in Los Angeles, a change of venue
because of the national media atten—
tion the case has received.

Knoller, who was walking the
dogs when the attack happened, said
she was dragged down the hall by
one ofthe animals. Whipple‘s larynx
was crushed and her neck ripped
open.

In response to the dog attack last
year, the city tightened enforcement
ofits leash laws. Citizens expressed
outrage at large dogs being in public
places.

Knoller and Noel have also been
outspoken in the past, calling the
dogs‘ behavior out ofcharacter. The
media has centered on several bizarre
twists in the case, including the
couple‘s friendship with a prison in—
mate who owned the dogs and pos—
sible sexual evidencein the case.

Smith has filed a separate wrong—
ful death suit against Knoller and
Noel.

Smith won a court ruling to al—
low same—sex couples to file wrong—
ful death suits. Courts had previously
ruled such suits unconstitutional. The
civil suit is in the discovery process.

 

Into The Light

(Alcoholics Anonymous — Women)

Now Meets at

Holy Trinity Community Church

3430 Summer Ave.
Thursdays » 5:30 pm « Discussion

Published as a public service by the Triangle JournalNews.
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Supply on Demand.
Since 1972 Yuletide has succeeded in
meeting the demands of Memphis arca
businesses. 24—hour customer service. on—
line accounts. and fast

QB delivery are the demands. we placed on

ourselves to help establish Yuletide as the

office supply leader in the Mid—South.

Contact us about your office needs today.

Yulefideflflfls"1245 Sycamore View, Memphis, TN 38134901—372—8588 ° Fax 901—388—0785

"to your door‘
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Deep Inside

 

 

Queer Developments

in Store for Folk

Showtime‘s Queer as Folk has

some scintillating plot twists in

store for its fans during the second

season. Peter Paige, who plays the

unabashedly fem Emmett, told me —

that his onscreen alter ego will

"start a new career that will knock

me onmy ass this season." Appar—

ently, the boy toy will go from nude

waiter to nude housekeeper, which

seems more like a horizontal move

than a promotion, if you ask me.

Meanwhile, lesbian character Lind—

say (Thea Gill) will be threatened

by the arrival of her partner‘s ex—

girlfriend, a card—carrying member

of Dykes on Bikes. Out actor

Randy Harrison‘s screen persona,

Justin, who‘s recovering from be—

ing gay—bashed at the end of sea—

son one, quits art school and starts

drinking heavily when his loss of

motor skills hinders his ability to

draw. The show‘s openly gay ex—

ecutive producers, Ron Cowen and

Dan Lipman, who are also long—

time partners, promise that the

show‘s second season will contain

as much politically incorrect pro—

miscuity and partying as the first.

\& by Romeo San Vicente
COO/{O0.0.00...0.0...0.0........Q..O

"Political correctness is death to

entertainment," said Lipman. "Our

only responsibility is to make the

characters as truthful to themselves

as possible." That bold philosophy

will be pushed to the limit by Scott

Lowell‘s character, Ted, who will

lose his accounting job this season

and start his own pornographic

Website. ,

From Drama Queen to

Drag Queen

Sex and the City siren Kim

Cattrall is reportedly trying to make

room in her schedule to play

Blanche DuBois in a Broadway

revival of A Streetcar Named De—

sire. The show, which is aiming for

a November debut, will be directed

by Sir Peter Hall (Amadeus) and

will co—star British actor John Dino

and Elizabeth Shue (Leaving Las

Vegas). Cattrall will then report—

edly play Mae West in a biographi—

cal film about the full—figured diva.

West, whose 1927 play The Drag

was banned from Broadway be—

cause of its homosexual content,

supposedly modeled her over—the—

top manherisms after female im—

personators. Cattrall‘s big—screen

treatment of West will have to com—
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pete with ABC‘s previously an—

nounced telefilm about the buxom

babe, which stars Dolly Parton. _

Parton may be an inferior actress,

but she does have two sizable ad—

vantages overCattrall — her fabu—

lous wig collection and her Tammy

Faye Bakker—sized makeup kit.

Gay Movies Are

Here to Stay

Gay audiences are not only in

store for two gay TV networks (one

from Viacom and the other

from Canadian broadcaster

PrideVision), but will soon get a

queer feature film company as

well. Regent Entertainment (Gods

and Monsters) has reportedly

formed Here Films, a new branch

of the company that will special—

ize in gay fare. It seems like a natu—

ral progression for Regent, which

is currently handling international

distribution for gay—friendly

projects like Sordid Lives and the

Penelope Ann Miller comedy A

Woman‘s a Helluva Thing. Openly

gay Here Films president and part—

ner Paul Colichman said that the

company will announce its initial

slate of films in the next few weeks.

Fame‘s Gonna

Live Forever

ABC, which has rehashed more

musicals lately than your local high

school, is developing a remake of

the 1980 film Fame. Michael Gore,

who wrote the original film‘s Os—

car—winning score, will executive

produce the new version, along

with his producing partner

Lawrence Cohen (Rodgers and

Hammerstein‘s South Pacific).

Gore will also update several of the

film‘s signature tunes (including

the title song and "Out Here on My

Own") and contribute several new

ones as well. Party of Five alum

Mark B. Perry will write the script

for the made—for—TV movie, which

is aiming for a November airdate.

The musical revisits New York

City‘s High School for the Per—

forming Arts and follows its new

crop of aspiring freshmen. Hope—

fully, ABC will make at least one

of the teenage characters gay, un—

like NBC, which left the film‘s

only gay character, Montgomery,
out of its 1982 Fame series.

McKellen Grabs

Another Brass Ring

Out gay actor Ian McKellen will
reprise his role as Gandalf the wiz—
ard in The Two Towers, the sequel
to The Lord ofthe Rings: The Fel—
lowship of the Ring. Although
McKellen (Gods and Monsters)

will play the crafty conjurer once
again, this time the character won‘t
be as cute or curmudgeonly as he
is in The Lord of the Rings. In ad—
dition to starring in The Two Tow—
ers (which may be retitled because
of the World Trade Center catas—
trophe), McKellen will also return
for the sequel to the X—Men, where

he will reprise the role of Magneto.
By playing both of these main—
stream, heroic roles, McKellen
may be the first openly gay man to
have inspired two different action
figures.

No Lavender Ceiling

at Six Feet Under

HBO‘s Six Feet Under, which
kicks off its second season in
March, is becoming a mini—mafia
of gay—friendly directors. In addi—
tion to bringing back helmers
Miguel Arteta (Chuck and Buck),
Rodrigo Garcia (who wrote Salma
Hayek‘s upcoming Frida Kahlo
biopic), and the openly gay Jeremy
Podeswa (The Five Senses), the
show will also recruit some new
gay directors for its sophomore
year. Lesbian director Rose Troche
(Go Fish) will direct an episode, as
will gay Six Feet Under executive
producer Alan Poul (who produced
all three installments of the Tales
of the City mini—series) and
Michael Cuesta, who directed the
controversial pedophilia—themed
LAF:

Head Injuries May

Cause Heterosexual

Behavior

For those self—hating queers
who‘ve dreamed of clicking their

heels and waking up straight, the
Spanish film I Love You Baby may
make them rethink that twisted fan—

 

Sheridan Lambe, Lcsw

Specializing in

¥ Relationship Counseling

¥ Grief Counseling

¥ Depression/Anxiety Counseling

tasy. The comic farce, which fea—
tures a cameo appearance by Boy
George, tells the story of a gay man
who gets hit on the head with a
mirrored disco ball, suffers amne—
sia, and comes to believe he‘s ac—
tually straight. The lover of the
"straightened—out" protagonist is
willing to go to any length to keep
their relationship going, even re—
sorting to dressing as a woman to
win his boyfriend back. The cross—
dressing comedy is seeking distri—
bution in the United States.

Gay General

Conquers Hollywood

Alexander the Great, who‘s

been the subject of as many gay
rumors asTom Cruise, is finally
going to be portrayed on screen as
queer. The Macedonian general,
historically believed to have been
a homo, will be the subject of a 10—
part HBO miniseries with — be—

lieve it or not — Mel Gibson as
executive producer. The project‘s

$125—million budget puts it in a tie
with Band of Brothers for most
expensive TV miniseries of all

time. No stars have been named for
the epic, which will have multiple
writers and directors and will start
shooting this summer in London.
Three other Alexander the Great
films are also currently in devel—
opment (a Martin Scorsese version
starring Leonardo DiCaprio; a
Dino De Laurentiis adaptation that
may be directed by Gladiator‘s
Ridley Scott; and a low—budget ren—
dition by Rocky producer Gene
Kirkwood), but none of them have
publicly committed to delving into
Alexander‘s homosexuality. Phone
calls made to De Laurentiis and
Scorsese regarding this matter
were not returned, but I‘ ve gotten
over it. HBO‘s gay—friendly ver—

~ sion of Alexander will premiere in
2004.

Shafer‘s Film

Joins the Circuit

Circuit, which premiered at the
2000 Los Angeles Outfest Film
Festival and chronicled the gay
male circuit party scene in that city,
has finally secured theatrical dis—
tribution and will be released this
April, starting in L.A. The film—
within—a—film by model—turned—di—
rector Dirk Shafer stars The Young
and the Restless alum Andre
Khabbazi and also features Bruce
Vilanch. Shafer‘s first film, Man
ofthe Year, dramatized his own ex—
perience of coming out while he
was still a popular Playgirl
centerfold.

Romeo San Vicente is sad to see
football season coming to an end.
Now he‘ll have to visit the gym if

he wants to watch steroid—pumped
men wearing skin—tight pants. You

can reach Romeo in care of this
Mail to: Triangle Journal News

P.O. Box 11485

Memphis, TN 38111—0485

6263 Poplar Ave ¥ Suite 605

901—761—9178

publication or via e—mail at
WriteRomeo@aol.com.

     

 Page20— Triangle JournalNews— February2002
cX mmind 5 f aekit __. onan ; os nas an a n pia ne no e L eee inn eGR 0, cL gh ce, is h nior aoe ie H ua e ma on cont ne ne that cee Si ng ae ict t

3 sora—— sxs, isrmuct stonstt — 3308



The Community Corner
 

by Robyn Johnson, MGLCC Secretary

Old Business

Did everyone‘s favorite team

win in one of the bow! games on

New Year‘s Day? The Board en—

joyed hosting the Bowl Party at Len

and Darren‘s. We were glad to see

a few new faces.

Thanks also to Allen

and Molitor for stop—

ping by. The foot—

b a 1 1 — s h a p e d

seven—layer dip, :

compliments of our

very own Miki & BJ,

won the "funnest

food" award. (See

pictures on page 12.)

New Business

As we told you

last month, we have

more details regard—

. ing the Mardi Gras

Dance Party and the

"Bachelor/Bachelorette" Speed

Dating Auction.

The Mardi Gras Dance Party is

set for Fat Tuesday, Feb. 12, at Im—

pulse, 2865 Walnut Grove. This

will be a casual, non—smoking

  

event. The doors open at 7 p.m. and _

the party will last until midnight.

The Community Center is asking

for a minimum $5 donation for ad—

mission.

We‘ll have the usual N‘awlins

 

+

memphis gay & leshian

community center

Mardi Gras food including an all—

you—can—eat buffet with king

(cup)cakes for dessert. Bring your

dancing shoes, fun attitude, a cool

costume or mask (ifyou prefer) and

enjoy a relaxing evening with fun

contests and prizes

on us.

If you would

like to party with

alcohol, please

bring your own;

MGLCC will pro—

vide sodas. Tickets

and more informa—

tion can be ob—

tained by calling

Miki at (901) 726—

4211. Cash, check

or charge will be

accepted for tick—

ets, which can be

obtained in ad—

vance or at the

door.

Join us for the beads, feathers,

food, fun and music! This event is

sponsored by Best Buds LLC.

The "Bachelor/Bachelorette"

Speed Dating Auction will be Sun.,

Mar. 17, in the Atlas Room of

Jillian‘s Memphis. The doors will

open at 4 p.m.

The auction will be semi—for—

mal. Speed Dating will be from 4

p.m. until 5 p.m. which allows you

     

 

f~

N

Meetings at

Memphis Lambda Center, Inc.*

1488 Madison Avenue

Memphis, TN 38104 « (901) 276—7379

Phoenix (Alcoholics Anonymous) All Meetings Open

Monday 8:00 pm _Discussion (Open)

Tuesday 8:00 pm

_

Discussion (Open)

Wednesday 8:00 pm __Discussion (Open)

Into The Light (Alcoholics Anonymous — Women)

Thursdays 5:30 pm —Discussion

(Meets at Holy Trinity Community Church)

Seriously Sober (Alcoholics Anonymous)
Friday 8:00 pm

_

Discussion (Open, Non—smoking)

Lighten Up (CODA)

Wednesday 5:30 pm

. Friday 5:30 pm

Growing Wings (Adult Children of Alcoholics)

Sunday 5:30 pm

Safe Harbor Metropolitan Community Church
Sunday 10:30 pm —Worship Service

Thursday 7:00 pm —Bible Study

Lambda Center Business Meetings

Business Meetings are held the last Wednesday of each

month beginning at 6:30 pm
*Memphis Lambda Center, Inc. is a private organization formed for the
promulgation and enhancement of Twelve—Step meetings with a special
outreach tothe Gay and Lesbian community.

 

 

to get to know the "bachelors" and

"bachelorettes" and narrow down

the ones on which you want to

spend big money on.

The auction will begin at 5 p.m.

We expect the auction to be over

by 7 p.m. Check back again next

month for more details about our

fabulous prize packages and the

"bachelors" and "bachelorettes."

Our February Town Hall Meet—

ing will be a dinner to honor our

benefactors. Benefactors are mem—

bers of the community who have

donated between $500 and $20,000

to MGLCC‘s Building Fund to

help with the purchase and reno—

vation costs of a new community

center. All members of the Com—

munity Center are invited to help

us show our appreciation.

The dinner will take place at Len

and Darren‘s. Call (901) 857—8523

for directions or more information.

This month‘s potluck dinner

will be Thurs., Feb. 21, in my

hote. Call (901) 606—5753 for di—
 rections.

Finally, the 11th Annual
"King & Queen of Hearts" benefit—

ing Friends For Life is scheduled
for Sun., Feb. 10, at 8:30 p.m. at
the Madison Flame.

Aphrodite, who will be single—
handedly hosting the event this
year, has invited the various com—
munity organizations to perform a
number or two. Be sure to join us
that evening to catch a couple of
our board members in drag (kings
and queens) helping to raise money
for a great cause!
We have a lot planned; so join

us for the Benefactor Dinner on the
3rd, the Mardi Gras Dance Party
on the 12th, and the Potluck Din—
ner on the 21st.

Georgia Appeals Court
Rules That Vermont Civil
Unions Don‘t Equal Marriage By Erin McclamAssociated Press Writer 
ATLANTA (AP) — A Georgiaappeals court has ruled thatVermont‘s civil unions law doesnot create a partnership equal tomarriage, the first test of the land—mark law that gives some marriagerights to same—sex couples.The Georgia Court of Appealsruled that Susan Freer and her les—bian partner could not seek child—visitation rights because they arenot married. The couple establisheda civil union in Vermont in 2000.Freer has three sons from a mar—riage that ended in 1995. A visita—tion —agreement —with herex—husband, Darian Burns, forbidsthe children to stay overnight witha parent who is living with some—one to whom they are not marriedor related.A judge severed her visitation

rights in January 2001.Mathew Staver, attorney forBurns, said his client was elated bythe ruling."He doesn‘t believe that lesbi—anism or homosexuality is appro—priate to be displayed in anovernight setting in front of hischildren," Staver said.Freer had argued that thewomen consider themselves mar—ried and should be protected byGeorgia‘s right—to—privacy law. Herattorney could not be reached forcomment.
The case could still be appealedto the state Supreme Court.Vermont‘s same—sex unions ex—tend the rights and responsibilitiesof marriage to same—sex couples,but are not recognized as legalmarriages in any state. The Geor—gia Legislature has barred recog—nition of same—sex marriage.
 

very capableears ofM
hed

WOODLAND)
REALTOR® —MLS377*1057~ gmx@aol.com or gienn@giennmoore.com  

 K Space donated as a public service by the Triangle JournalNews)

Get

U

 

  

  

  

 

   

InOn The Action!

Memphis

|901—529—9800

Lo

Caliyro

| connEction®|

EHD AHS) mente toment your=

 

re
no

mi
na

ti
on

 

 

  

 

18+. Callers are not pro—screanad. 800—825—1598,

us online at www.Dating.com

 

 
February2002— Triangle JournalNews — Page 21

 

 



Simply Fabulous

 

By Dr. James Ramsey 

Looking for entertainment that

will keep you laughing for two

solid hours? Check out The Most

Fabulous Story Ever Told at Cir—

cuit Playhouse through Feb. 17.

Originally produced in New

York in 1998, this irreverent com—

edy was written by Paul Rudnick.

Like his earlier successes, Jeffrey

and In and Out, this play is full of

awkward situations and lovable

gay caricatures. But it attempts

much more: its irony and humor are

generated by an exploration of the

Judeo—Christian tradition, begin—

ning with the Creation.

Rudnick‘s idea came from an

unnamed fundamentalist‘s remark

that "God made Adam and Eve, not

Adam and Steve." (In 1977 Anita

Bryant was the first to use such a

play on words when she referred

to "Adam and Bruce" during her

Save Our Children crusade.)

"Fabulous" opens in the Garden of

Eden where Adam meets Steve and

together they explore feelings and

some new words ("love") to ex—

press them. Soon they come upon

women—two lesbians named Jane

and Mabel. Later the four meet het—

erosexuals for the first time. They

realize: "We don‘t have children!

We have taste!"

In ancient Egypt they meet a

flamboyant Pharoah worshipped

by a "grateful swamp Jew" named

Brad. Soon the four are attending

the Nativity, which turns out to be

a Nativity scene in the present day.

Act II is set in contemporary

Manhattan. Steve has AIDS and

Jane reluctantly becomes a mother.

— It takes a lesbian Rabbi in a wheel—

chair to offer comforting insight:

"Sweetheart, I talk to God all the

time. And you know something?

God says yes."

Fabulous is only the latest in a

long series of Playhouse/Circuit (or

affiliate theatre) productions re—

flecting gay life and concerns, be—

ginning with Boys in the Band at

Circuit Playhouse in 1970—71 (see

sidebar). If we add plays by gay

authors and gay—friendly produc—

tions like Auntie Mame the list is

endless.

Theatre can be an effective edu—

cational tool that affords new per—

ceptions on controversial issues.

Fortunately Rudnick‘s plays ap—

. peal to a wide straight—and—gay au—

dience.

In Fabulous, the humor is so en—

joyable we hardly notice that the

author has led us down a path of

inquiry, confronting us with seri—

ous issues, including the meaning

of God and the role of gays in the

Judeo—Christian tradition.

When Adam first begins read—

ing his Bible he observes: "It‘s

strange, so far it doesn‘t say any—

thing about— us." In Act II, Trey

Pomfret concludes: "Most of your

major—league atrocities are com—

mitted in the name of someone‘s

god. And can you tell me any big—

time religion that isn‘t especially

vicious to, say, women and gay

people ?"

Fabulous is a perfect comple—

ment to the completely factual, and

therefore shocking, Laramie

Project at Circuit Playhouse last

October (an HBO production is

scheduled for March). Both plays

have the potential to reach well be—

yond our community.

But even when a script has

broad appeal, a wide audience will

be affected only when the quality

of the production is high. Fortu—

nately, Circuit and Playhouse

rarely let us down.

Circuit Playhouse‘s Fabulous is

a team effort. Most of the actors are

first—year Playhouse interns, and

many play multiple characters.

This was my first opportunity to

see Alex Jacobs in a major role

(Adam). His expressive face and

gentle demeanor make him a

charming and soft—spoken counter—

point to Jane — the girl who hauls

cinder blocks and rebuilds carbu—

retors. Thankfully, Nora Ottley

Stillman holds nothing back in this

role.

If you haven‘t been to Integrity lately,

you haven‘t been to Integrity. Check us out!

We meet on the third Tuesday of every month.

*/ __| Integrity Memphis

Calvary Episcopal Church

102 N. Second Street

901.725.7256

Page 22— Triangle JournalNews— February2002

 

Ben Hensley seems comfortable

in every leading role he plays; as

Steve he makes us feel the doubt

and alienation gays routinely expe—

rience when we confront the tradi—

tions and conventions handed down

to us by the straight world.

Emily Fry‘s paraplegic Rabbi

Sharon takes charge in Act II and

brings closure to a crucial moment

in the Manhattan apartment scene.

As always, Dan Gingert is fun

to watch in roles as different as Fa—

ther Joseph and Brad.

Rebecca Gibel easily handles a

range of characters including a se—

ductive cat on Noah‘s Ark and a

naive Morman girl who learns to

love gays.

Kyle W. Barnette is outrageous

as Pharoah Ramon—hotep, "the

Mouth of the Nile." His more con—

temporary gay stereotypes are fa—

miliar and lovable, such as the

latecomer who apologizes: "I‘m

sorry, but I had my mother and my

shrink and my AA meeting, so I

needed to shop."

Each actor took his or her part(s)

*and ran with it (them). And the cast

had fun with the script. How appro—

priate, for one of the consolations

we enjoy as an "oppressed minor—

ity" is our reliance on humor in the

face of adversity.

In Fabulous we enjoy laughing

at ourselves and our attempts to in—

terface with the mainstream. As

scripted by Rudnick, the irony is

amusing to straight and gay alike.

Good art often looks easy. A

comedy like this is so fun to watch

it seems as if it were simple to pro—

duce. Orchestrating all the merry

mayhem for maximum impact was

director Ann Marie Hall, an actress

who has played some hilarious

roles through the years and knows

how to spark laughter.

She understands timing, for

example. The script is full of one—

liners, like "Angels are just Prozac

for poor people." Hall makes sure

that every line is spoken and heard

on time, without interrupting the

brisk pace.

Adding to the potent mix of

stimuli that keep us laughing are

some appropriately flashy cos—

tumes by Jason A. Bishop and

some funny ad—hoc sets and ri—

diculous props (a life—size talking

Madonna) by Amy—Marie

Davidson. The intimacy of the

theatre allows us to sit as close to

the action as we choose.

It‘s looks like another great year

for gay theatre in Memphis, and

Fabulous is a highlight if not the

climax. Circuit Playhouse seats 135

people, and the house is often sold

out. So call 726—4656 to book tick—

ets.

And mark your calendar for two

upcoming productions at

Theatreworks: the Emerald Theatre

Company‘s Psycho Beach Party,

March 15—24, and a Playwright‘s

Forum production of Vanish

Code—a new play by local author

Jon Devin, scheduled for May 30—

June 15.

 

1999—2000

 

Plays with Gay Issues Produced

Professionally in Memphis

(beginning with the incorporation of Circuit Playhouse in 1969)

Boys in the Band, Circuit Playhouse, 1970—71
The Killing ofSister George, Workshop Theatre, 1972—73
Suddenly Last Summer, Circuit Playhouse, 1977—78
The Children‘s Hour, Circuit Playhouse, 1978—79
The Fifth of July, Circuit Playhouse, 1979—80
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Playhouse on the Square, 1980—81
California Suite, Circuit Playhouse, 1981—82
Bent, Circuit Playhouse, 1981—82
Cabaret, Playhouse on the Square, 1982—83
Mass Appeal, Circuit Playhouse, 1984—85

i A ChorusLine, Playhouse on the Square, 1986—87
Torch Song Trilogy, Playhouse on the Square, 1986—87
As Is, Circuit Playhouse, 1986—87
A Streetcar Named Desire, Playhouse on the Square, 1988—89
Marvin‘s Room, Circuit Playhouse, 1994—95
Angels in America, Playhouse on the Square, 1995—96
Jeffrey, Circuit Playhouse, 1996—97
Falsettos, Circuit Playhouse, 1997—98
Cabaret, Playhouse on the Square, 1998—99
Gross Indecency: The Three Trials ofOscar Wilde, Circuit Playhouse,

Love! Valor! Compassion! Circuit Playhouse, 2000—2001
The Laramie Project, Circuit Playhouse, 2001—2002

The Most Fabulous Story Ever Told, Circuit Playhouse, 2001—2002
  
 

  
 

Buns on the Run

Café & Bakery

2150 Elzey Avenue, just east of Cooper

Open Monday 7am—3pm,

Tuesday — Friday 7am—6pm,

Saturday 7am—2pm _

  

Pam and Sharron say, "Stop by and see us!"

Cooper—Young‘s meeting place

 

    

     

 

   

 

  

 



Who Was Hans Christian Andersen?

One of the best—known

children‘s writers of all time,

Hans Christian Andersen enjoyed

a successful professional life and

great fame during his long career.

But like the outsiders he created

in his fairy tales, Andersen was a

lonely, physically unattractive

man who fell in love with numer—

ous men and women but remained

single throughout his life."

In 1805, Andersen was born in

a poor section of Odense, Den—

mark, at that time a country town

of 8,000 people. His father was a

shoemaker who, because of eco—

nomic circumstances, never ful—

filled his dream of becoming a

scholar; he died when his son was

11. Andersen‘s widowed mother

was illiterate and took a variety

of menial jobs to support herself

and her son.

An only child, Andersen inher—

ited his father‘s romantic, artis—

tic streak. He fell in love with the

theater as a child, when his par—

ents took him to a play, and his

boyhood ambition was to make a

living as an actor. With savings

he earned by singing songs and

reciting poems for wealthy people

in Odense, Andersen left home

for Copenhagen in 1819 at the

tender age of 14.

When Andersen failed in his

attempts to join the Royal The—

atre in Copenhagen as an actor,

singer or dancer (he tried all three

avenues in succession), he began

writing plays instead. By all ac—

counts a charming boy and a

lively storyteller, he was able to

insinuate himself into the com—

pany and graces of several rich

patrons. At 17, Andersen met a

prominent government official,

Jonas Collin, who arranged a

scholarship for the young man to

continue his education.

Thanks to Collin, Andersen at—

tended university and passed his

examinations in 1828. That same

year, he wrote and published his

first book, a comic fantasy for

adults called A Walking Tour

from the Holmen Canal to the

Eastern Point ofAmager.

While he was achieving pro—

fessional success, Andersen ex—

 

perienced a frustrating romantic

life, in which he repeatedly fell

in love with young upper—class

women and men who either

briefly returned his affections or

spurned him altogether. His first

love was a young woman named

Riborg Voigt, who rejected his

advances to marry a man of her

own class. In the 1840s, he fell

hard for Jenny Lind, the famous

Swedish songbird, but she also

rebuffed him.

Among the many men with

whom Andersen (who described

himself as "womanly soft" in his

feelings) became infatuated was

Edvard Collin, his patron‘s son.

But Edvard, although fond of

Andersen, spurned all his re—

quests to have a more intimate re—

lationship in which they would be

on "Du" terms (the Danish famil—

iar for "you," as opposed to the

formal "De"). "You have no idea

how much I long for you,"

Andersen wrote once to his

friend. "Your Jette [Edvard‘s

fianceé] cannot in her way be

more fond of you than I am." —

After Edvard married, the two

grew apart and Andersen soon be—

came enamored of a theology stu—

dent named Ludvig Muller. As

with Edvard, Andersen‘s letters

to Ludvig were filled with the ar—

dent language of 19th—century ro—

mance: "Oh how can I tell you

how much, how unutterably I care

for you," he wrote. "I long for you

so much." And, as with Edvard,

Andersen‘s passion was unre—

quited.

Even as his private life re—

mained unsatisfying, Andersen

was making a public name as one

of Denmark‘s premier novelists

and poets. He earned a generous

annual grant from the Danish

king, affording him financial se—

curity to broaden the scope of his

writing.

In early 1835, he began experi—

menting with the genre that

would make him world—famous,

commencing a collection of fairy

tales for children. "These tales

will make. me immortal," he

wrote prophetically to a friend,

‘"for they are the most perfect

things I have ever written." The

short collection, based on old

Danish folk tales, was written

quickly, published in time for

Christmas that year, and became

a best—seller.

Andersen followed up with

more stories, inventing his own

plots and characters instead of re—
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MEMPHIS‘ FINEST AND MOST COMPLETE

ADULT ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS

VIDEO RENTALS AND SALES,

PREVIEW BOOTHS AND MINI—THEATRES

(Brooks Road Only)

Fantasy Warehouse #1 (North)

791 N. White Station Rd.
683—9649

Executive South (East)

1847 E. Brooks Rd. !
345—0825

Fantasy Warehouse #4 (North)

2532 N. Watkins
358—8642

NOW RENTING DVDs

and checks accepted at &
QED Fantasy Warehouse #1 and # 4 only Closed Sundays and Holidays

  

= OPEN 6 Days

«, Mon., Sat.

8 a.m. — 12 Midnight

 

lying on traditional ones. Many

of the 168 fairy tales he published

over the next 35 years echoed the

loneliness of his personal life.

Stories like "The Ugly Duck—

ling," "The Little Match—Girl,"

and "The Steadfast Tin Soldier"

captured his intense feelings of

being an outsider who was never

able to find lasting love.

As his fame and fortune grew,

Andersen traveled the globe,

moving in fashionable social

circles that included princes,

nobles and such literary giants as

Charles Dickens. In 1844, at last,

his love for an aristocrat named

Henrik Stampe seems to have

been returned and even physically

consummated. "Was at

Henrik‘s," he noted in a diary en—

try. "He later with me. He ca—

ressed me."

In later years, Andersen con—

CALL

Talk live

Meet guys \

Bulletin

Board

 

 

   

  

tinued to attach his affections to

increasingly younger men. His re—

lationship with Harald Scharff, a

dancer, also reached a physical

plane. "Scharff threw himself

around my neck and kissed me!"

Andersen exclaimed like a

schoolboy in an 1862 diary entry.

When the great storyteller died

in 1875, hundreds of mourners at—

tended his funeral, including the

king of Denmark. By Andersen‘s

own request, he was buried in a

triple plot, with spaces reserved

for Edvard Collin, one of his great

loves, and Collin‘s wife.

Paula Martinac is a Lambda

Literary Award—winning author

of seven books, including The

Queerest Places: A Guide to Gay

and Lesbian Historic Sites. She

can be reached care of this pub—

lication or at

POcolumn@aol.com.

For further reading

Spink, Reginald. 1972. Hans

Christian Andersen and His

World. New York: G.P. Putnam‘s

Sons.

Wullschlager, Jackie. 2000.

Hans Christian Andersen: The

Life of a Storyteller. New York:

Alfred A. Knopf.

t>.
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Gay Seniors Looking for Communities of Their Own
 By Jay LindsayAssociated Press Writer 
CAMBRIDGE, Massachusetts(AP)— When Jalna Perry could nolonger afford her assisted livingcenter, she knew she would haveto move, and that meant more thanjust giving up friends and a com—fortable place to live.It meant losing the peace ofmind of knowing her neighbors hadaccepted her homosexuality.Perry, 71, has lived in a publicsenior apartment complex for al—most a year now but doesn‘t knowany neighbors by name, partly be—cause she‘s unsure how they‘ll re—act when they learn she‘s a lesbian.She wishes there were a placeshe could live where her sexualitymight not be an issue in meetingnew people."It really isn‘t any differentfrom any other place, except you

said.The private Palms of Manasotain Bradenton, Fla., is the one de—velopment for gay seniors in thecountry. But there‘s talk of otherhousing in places such as San Fran—cisco and Boston.The aim of gay—specific com—munities is not to segregate, saidDavid Aronstein, who is trying toraise $40 million for the StonewallCommunities development forgays in Boston.Stonewall will be developed atan undetermined site in the middleof Boston, allowing residents toremain integrated in an urban area.Planned amenities include an on—site pharmacy, hair salon and amedical practice staffed by gay andlesbian healthcare experts.While welcomed by gay advo—cates, communities like Stonewall

wish it were different," she said ofher apartment at The ManningHouse. "It would be much morecomfortable living in an area wherethere are a lot of gays."As baby boomers age, the needfor gay senior housing is growing,advocates say.Without it, they say, older gaysare forced back into the closet toavoid discrimination in traditionalhousing, where people are gener—ally assumed to be straight.Being comfortable in their homeis particularly important to olderpeople, said Mary Thorndell, ex—ecutive director of the Gay andLesbian Association of RetiredPersons. Gay elders worry moreabout being neglected by medicalpersonnel or insulted becausethey‘re more vulnerable, she said."The stage when you‘re losingphysical and mental capacity is notime to be a victim," Thorndell
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www.firstcongo.com
 

 

As other denominations

tell you, "No,"

we continue to proclaim

a joyous "YES!"

First Congregational

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

An Open and Affirming Church
celebrating the image ofGod in every person
and the sacred value ofevery human life

Come and visit us in our new location
in the Cooper—Young neighborhood!

1000 South Cooper
Worship Sundays at 10:30

Abandon the —
Fight?

Abandon the fight for gay mar—
riage!

~ But do not abandon the idea.
Marriage is a concept that was his—
torically created in the church and
then attached certain legal rights by
governments. The word "marriage"
has a strong emotional attachment
for people with strong religious
beliefs because it is a holy, there—
fore religious, union between men
and women.

So when we fight for gay mar—
riage, we are attacking their reli—
gious belief system. This is clearly
a fight we will lose. Look at The

Classes at 9:30 a.m.
278—6786
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LETTERS
* The Triangle Journal News welcomes

.—" lettersfrom its readers. Letters should be be as
short as reasonable and typed ifpossible.

Although names may be withheld on request,
»‘ all letters should be signed andinclude a phone number

(”I for verification. Anonymous letters will not be printed. All
lettersare subject to editing for spelling, punctuation and
grammar. However, every effort will be made to maintain

‘the original intent ofthe writer. Letters should be mailed to:

are likely too expensive for many
elders, said Peg Byron, a spokes—
woman for the Lambda Legal De—
fense and Education Fund, a
national organization working for
the civil rights of homosexuals.

For example, a single family
house in Manasota goes for

$150,000 to $175,000, according to
president and CEO John Goodwin.
Aronstein said Stonewall‘s units
will be aimed mainly at middle— to
upper—income buyers.

That‘s why advocacy must in—
clude making senior housing op—
erators more sensitive to the needs
of gays, Byron said. f

Even in the gay community, the
issues of elderly gay people receive
scant attention, Thorndell said.

. Homosexuality was still classi—
fied a mental illness in 1966 when
Bruce Steeves met his partner of

Triangle Journal News,

P.O. Box 11485,
Memphis, TN 38111—0485

orfaxed to (901) 454—1411.
Our e—mail address is MemphisTJN@aol.com.

Defense of Marriage Act as an ex—
ample and all of the other proposed
legislation. We are giving conser—
vative religious groups a way to
openly attack us.

But are we truly fighting for
marriage in the eyes of the church?
If we are, we should be going
through the church and not through
the government. There should be a
separation of church and state.
We are fighting for legal rights

and the recognition of a same sex
partnership by our government not
the church. So why not use lan—
guage that reflects our true goal and
that will not offend our opponents.
Call it "legal union" instead of
"marriage." And have them be

equal in the law and allow the reli—

is in need of

for the

set for

 

35 years, who asked to remain
anonymous.

For the past 25 years,they have
lived in an elegant home in
Boston‘s South End, but they‘ll
have to leave soon. The stairs are
too much of a chore for Steeves‘
76—year—old partner, who suffers
with cancer, a compressed fracture
of the spine and heart problems.

Money is not an obstacle for
Steeves and his partner, but there

. are no options if they want to con—
tinue the urban lives they‘ ve grown
used to in a senior community they
know will be friendly to gays.

The gay culture comes with its
own concerns, its own literature, its
own language, Steeves said. They
just want to be around people who
understand those things.

    

   

gious opposition to feel they have
defended the religious institution of
marriage. Everybody wins.
A fight for "legal union" is a

fight we can win. Even deeply con—
servative, religious people can un—
derstand that same—sex partners
who have been living together in a
committed relationship—deserve
certain legal, human, rights.

Some of us may find this a com—
promise they are not willing to
make. They may want to feel that
a gay union is equal to a marriage.
The question is in whose eyes. The
church is not ready for that leap,
but the state may be. Let‘s win a
battle and not lose the war.

William George
wmgebos@aol.com

Heroes?

This season as we continue to
worry about the terrorist attacks on
New York City, the war in
Afganistan, and the millions of
people in the world who are starv—
ing, I take comfort in knowing that
Gabrielle and Rumi will be able to
hold hands at the Dollar Tree Store.

Charles Sanders
Memphis

“Memphis Pride Inc.

SPONSORS & VENDORS

2002 Pride Celebration

JUNE 7, 8 & 9
For information, call (901) 32—PRIDE

Published as a public service ofthe Triangle Journal News.
 



Lesbian

Netions
 

By Paula Martinac
 

Are Lesbians and Gays

Better OffToday?

Recently, I was a guest speaker

on lesbian and gay writing at a

small Catholic college in the sub—

urbs of Albany, N.Y. In the Q—and—

A after my talk, students asked me

if I thought gay men and lesbians

are better off today than they were

five years ago. Although I hesitated

a moment, I answered "yes," be—

cause of changing attitudes toward

gay people. f

I hesitated because the news on

lesbian and gay issues bobs up and

down: a small advance in one city,

a major setback in another state.

We don‘t have a federal Employ—

ment Nondiscrimination Act, and

only 12 states have gay rights laws

on their books. In October, the FBI

reported that hate crimes (includ—

ing those based on sexual orienta—

tion) have increased, even though

serious crimes in general are down.

Gay people still can‘ t serve openly

in the military, even during war,

and same—sex marriage rights are

not something many of us expect

to enjoy in our lifetimes — unless,

of course, we immigrate to Europe.

Overall, the legal landscape for gay

people hasn‘t changed appreciably

in five years.

However, civil rights move—

ments advance at such a slow pace

that it‘s often hard to see the pro—

verbial forest for the trees. If we

gauged our progress only in terms

of legislation that‘s been passed, I

probably would have answered

"no" to the students‘ question.

But the positive shifting of opin—

ions about gay people is another

thing altogether — indeed, it‘s

what gives me hope. When you

think about the history of other civil

rights movements, like those of

blacks and women, you realize that

laws alone never solve a society‘s

deeper problems; attitudes have got

to shift, too, and they‘re generally

more intractable than laws.

By many indications, attitudes

toward gay people are gradually

changing in the United States. I‘m

not talking about the fact that there

are more queer characters than ever

before on television and in the

movies. And I‘m not just feeling

hopeful because ex—President

Gerald Ford — who‘d have thought

it? — told lesbian columnist Deb

Price that he believes gay couples

should be treated as the legal equals

of their heterosexual counterparts.

What I find most encouraging are

recent surveys of Americans in

general and of‘blacks and Latinos

in particular, suggesting that atti—

tudes toward homosexuality and

gay rights are becoming

 

 
Attractive GWM, 30s, seelzlng a

husky or chubby guy. Call Gregg at
901—268—1974

Hi, a 58", 185—lb black guy who is
looking for a black or white well—endowed

guy who is clean and disease— free. I want
to just have some good oral fun. No

reciprocation required. I‘m discreet, dis—

ease—free, and eager to please you. This
is not for money. Just something free —

something between two consenting

adults. So,if you would like to receive this

deal of a lifetime, e—mail me @

take4 @ bellsouth.net, You can call me at
901—475—0407. Or, write me at Realdeal

Encounters: P.O Box 63, Covington, TN
38019.

Attractive, intelligent, youthful, thirty—

something, GWM, 5°6", 145 lbs.,
blond, interests include liberal—left

politics, science fiction, independent

movies, alternative music, physical
fitness. ISO—attractive, intelligent,

 

 

Free Personals

Personal ads are a free service to our readers. We request that

ads be submitted in writing via postal or e—mail. Ads will run one

time only, but maybe resubmitted each month. Mail to Triangle Jour—

nal News, P.O. Box 11485, Memphis, TN 38111 or e—mail them to

memphisTJN@ aol.com. Ads deemed too explicit will be edited.

— healthy and physically fit 21—40 year

old male with similar interests.
E—mail wallflowerTN@hotmail.com

I‘m 28 years old, average build, hairy
chest, 185 lbs., short brown/blondish hair,
6 ft. tall. Love to have fun. Like to go outto

clubs. Love to meet new people and party.

Love long walks on the lake. Love to
cuddle. Love to have an all—nighter. I‘m

gay. 1 do some drag shows. Name is

Tosha. I hope this is OK. PLEASE contact
me. Let me know something about YOU!

I would love to hear from you. Tosha, P.O.

Box 234, Samburg, TN 38254—0234

White T.V.JF.1., 57", 135 lbs. desires

to meet gentlemen of any sexual orienta—
tion and other T.V./T.S. for friendship and

possible future relationship. I am college
educated, well—cultured and project very

feminine mannerisms and classy attire at

all times. My interests are books, movies,
theatre, the arts, outdoors, exercising and
stimulating intellectual conversations over

dinner. Serious only. Joanna 272—3278
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more liberal.

Especially heartening are the

attitudes ofyoung people. Six years

ago, I gave a guest lecture at the

same Catholic college I mentioned

earlier in this column. After my

talk, I was pummeled with ignorant

questions from students who

treated me like a strange species of

animal they‘d never seen before —

and hoped never to see again. In

contrast, on my visit last month, I

spoke to the college‘s first—ever

"Lesbian and Gay Literature" class,

which was filled, amazingly, with

straight students respectful of my

experiences as a lesbian and eager

to hear about them. According to

the professor, many of these stu—

dents said they had enrolled be—

cause they have gay family

members or friends. @

Recent polls taken among stu—

dents seem to corroborate this per—

sonal experience. Late last

summer, Hamilton College re—

leased the results of its youth opin—

ion poll on gay issues. Not only was

the high school class of 2001 over—

whelmingly supportive of basic

rights for gay people, like employ—

ment protection and hate—crimes

legislation, but two—thirds of the

graduating seniors even favored

legalizing same—sex marriage. The

students who opposed any kind of

equal rights for gay people were—

no surprise — predominantly reli—

gious and "born—again," with par—

ents who had a big influence on

their views about homosexuality as

"immoral" and "a choice."

Then there was the recent news

story about seniors at a public high

school in Dover, N.H., who chose

a lesbian couple as "class sweet—

hearts." The two girls got twice as

many votes as the second—place

(straight) couple. But here‘s the

rub: when the principal started get—

ting some angry e—mail messages

from parents, he voided the elec—

tion results. (Happily, the city‘s

superintendent of schools over—

ruled him.)

What this tells us is that the lead— —

ers of tomorrow hold more liberal

attitudes toward lesbians and gay

men than do their baby—boomer

parents and educators. But if gay

people are still legally unequal,

how did this shift occur? Maybe it‘s

because more gay people are out

now than ever before, including

teachers and students. Maybe it‘s

because lesbian and gay issues are

discussed more openly in the main—

stream media. Hey, maybe it is all

those gay TV characters.

Whatever the reasons for the

shift, we should find enormous

hope in it. Civil rights are vital, and

we will eventually achieve them.

But more importantly, the next

generation may be on its way to a

fuller acceptance of gay people into

the fabric of society.

Paula Martinac is a Lambda

Literary Award—winning author of

seven books. She can be reached

care of this publication or at

LNcolumn@aol.com.
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Coming in March — St Patrick‘s Day

5 — 10 pm

Friday Night — DogNight — Suicide Drag
Beer Bust — $1 Draft 83 Pitchers 7—10 pm

Saturdays — PartyNight — DJ @ 1i0pm — 34m

BigShowRotatingCast

89, ton
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Charlotte‘s Mystical Web
1406 N Highland
Jackson TN 38301 °

T31—265—4CMW (4269) 

  
E—Mail us at — thiotbersidec! ub@botnail .coms http Fcommunities. Come visit us soon.
 

3883 Huy 45 N
Jackson, TN
731—668—3749

 

(Exit 82—B off 1—40 then 3 miles N at Ashport)
"Jackson‘s Only ‘Friendly Bar"

Open 7 days a week @ 5 pm {7 pm — Fri— Sat)(Security)
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   5!“ feast for  

Mon., Feb. 4

Mon., Feb. 18

6 p.m., Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
St. John‘s United Methodist Chuh

(Peabody & Bellevue)
Feast for Friends is a service of Friends For life for the HIVinfected and affected community including people living with HIV or AIDS, their friends,
caregivers, family and friends. While the dinneris free, those who are able are requested tomake a donation to offset expenses.

Advertising space donated as a public service of the Triangle Journal News

make a

   
 

  

    

  

 

Safe Karbor

Metrepolitan Community Church
Kathy Switzer, Pastoral Leader _

Lecated at the Lambda Center

1488 Madison Avenue, Memphis, TN 38104

(901) 458—0501

MCC denomination web site: www.ufmece.com

._ Our site: www.geocities.com/mecsafeharbor

Worship Services: Sundays, 10:30 a.m.

Bible Study: Thursdays, 7:00 PM

This month: "Christianity 101"

  

 

 

ABOUT BOOKS

«by Shannon Yarbrough

 

 

Coffee Table Books on New Orleans

It‘s Mardi Gras time again, and
as we join the parade, don our
beads, and head down Bourbon
Street, reading is probably the last
thing on our minds. That‘s why this
month I‘ ve decided to review two
special coffee table—type books that
have been a part of my collection
for two years now.

I admit I‘ ve only been to Mardi
Gras once.
That was
in ©1995,
and to

long story
short, I got
left behind
due to
some ex—
cessive
partying
(not all
done by
me) and aoe

ended up n

taking the

train back

to Mem—

phis by myself. By the way, I

highly recommend the train for

trips to New Orleans. It‘s very af—

fordable, the food is great, and you

save a ton of money in parking!

However, I quickly learned that

New Orleans can be enjoyed just

as much at different and less event—

ful times of the year. Two years ago

I vacationed there with a friend in

the middle of June during the off

season and found the hotel rates to

be much cheaper and Bourbon

Street to be just as busy. Jazz Fest

was right around the corner, so

there was live music around every

corner, too. It was a great trip, and

gave me a chance to experience a

FN TAO ii)

 

   

   

  

  

 

   

 

lot of "The Big Easy" that I had not

seen before.

Close to the river, there is a place

called The Farmers Market which

is like a huge flea market with fruit

and vegetable carts, tee shirt and

bead tents, and yes, even booksell—

ers. I came across these two huge

leatherbound picture books that I

had to have. Unfortunately, they

were _60

dollars each

for the tour—

ists. I de—

cided to

copy down

> the names

of the books

and try to

buy them

cheaper af—

ter Are:

tarn‘e d

ho me

Lucky for

me,; the

b o o ks

were avail—

able on line or in almost any book—

store.

The first book is called New Or—

leans: Elegance and Decadence by

Randolph Delehanty and with

amazing photographs by Richard

Sexton. The book begins with a

long narrative history of New Or—

leans and the many people who

     

 

have inhabited it. It is packed with

beautiful pictures from Bourbon

Street to the Garden District and

from Carondelet Canal to the St.

Louis Cemeteries. But just when

you think you‘ve had all you can

stand of this amazing city, Richard

Sexton followed up with another

book.

The second book is called Ves—

tiges ofGrandeur: The Plantations >

of Louisiana‘s River Road. It

dwells into the land and the archi—

tecture that are the foundation of

© New Orleans. Still packed with

tons of breathtaking pictures, it‘s a

great sequel to the first. Both books

are bound with black cloth and each

one is more than 250 pages long.

Whether

you put

them on the

cot fe e

table, or in

easels on

the book—

shelf, these

books de—

serve a su—

perior place

in your

home ifyou

are a fan of

New Or—

leans.

So, after

the lights of

the Mardi

Gras parade dim, the last beads are

thrown, the king and queen have

exited the ball, and you‘ve taken

off your feathered mask, take some

time to reflect on the city through

these two excellent historical pic—

ture books.

You don‘t have to take my ad—

vice though, read the book!
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fisughtoutsoks.C
INSIGHTOUT BOOKS
January 2002 TOP 10

. RainbowBoys by Alex Sanchez

. Days ofAwe by Achy Obejas .

. In the City ofShyHunters by Tom Spanbauer
. Behind the Screen: How Gays and Lesbians Shaped Ho//ywooa’

by William J. Mann
.. Pucker Up:A Hands—On Guide to Eestatic Sexby Tristan Taormino
. Metes andBounds by Jay Quinn
. Kiss The Girls andMake Them Spyby Mabel Maney
. Boy Toyby Michael Craft

MyLife in Love andMusic by Melissa Etheridge
0. Triangle Classic Edition of The CityAnd The Pi/arby Gore Vidal
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Record year own personal ads
Listen to the other personal ads _

Send private messages to the guys you like

ode: 7000)

(615) 742.37

 

 

Record, Listen & Respond to personal adsFree!

901—821—0069:
   

Into 3—ways?

Meet Hot Local Guys Tonight!

(901) 821—9100
access code: 4111

   

     

 

 

 Communications TN, Inc. does n.“ prescreen callers
po.responsibility for personal meetings.

  

 

 

Hung Tops!

Meet Hot Bottoms by phone!

(901) 821—0156

code: 7777

  

  

MTOU

Meet Local Guys Tonight!

Record, Listen & Respond to personal ads Free!

901—821—0069 #s

  



  

 

  

THE:

PUMPING

STATION

FIRSTANNIVERSARY PARTY

FRIDAY FEB. 84

$1 DOMESTICS

$2 PREMIUM

$3 IMPORTS

 

60DIFFERENT BEERS TRY SOMETHING NEW

MARDI GRAS PARTY

SAT. FEB. 9H _ .
BEADS, BEADS, BEADS & CHEAP BEER
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1382 POPLAR AVE. 272—7600    
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