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Supreme

Court Again

Lets ‘Don‘t

Ask, Don‘t

Tell Stand
 

By Laurie Asseo

Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The

Supreme Court once again left in—

tact the military‘s "don‘t ask, don‘t

tell" policy today, rejectinga chal—

lenge by two former servicemen

discharged after declaring their

homosexuality. .

The court, without comment,

turned away arguments by the men

that the policy is based on preju—

dice against homosexuals and vio—

lates their free—speech rights.

The Jan. 11 action, while not a

definitive ruling, marked the fifth

time in recent years that the high—

est court has rejected efforts to in—
validate the policy.

The policy was adopted in 1993
after President Clinton‘s initial ef—
fort to end the ban on homosexu—
als serving openly in the military
sparked heavy criticism in Con—

gress.
It prohibits inquities into a ser—

vice member‘s sexual orientation
but allows discharge for homo—
sexual conduct or for a "propen—
sity" to engage in homosexual

— conduct. A service member‘s state—
ment that he or she is Gay is con—
sidered evidence of a propensity to

i insuchacts..
Every federal appeals court that

has considered the issue has upheld
the policy.
—— —The appeal acted on wasfiled
by National Guard 1st Lt. Andrew
Holmes of Sacramento, Calif., and
Navy Lt. Richard Watson.

Holmes declared his homosexu—
ality to his commandingofficer in
1993. Watson was serving in
Bremerton, Wash., in October
1994 when he submitted a written
statement to his commanding of—
ficer that said, "I have a homo—
sexual orientation."

Both men were discharged and
sued in federal courts.
A judge in San Francisco ruled

for Holmes and declared the mili—
tary policy unconstitutional. But a
judge in Seattle ruled against
Watson. _|

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals combined the cases and
upheld the "don‘t ask, don‘t tell"
policy. The military has a legiti—
mate interest in barring service
members who engage in homo—
sexual acts, the court said.

The government can rationally
assume that someone who declares

his or her homosexuality is likely
to engage in Gay sex, the appeals
court added.

In their Supreme Court appeal,
the two men said the policy was

See Supreme Court on page 4
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Friends For

Life Moving

For the fourth time in its 14—year
history Friends For Life is expand—
ing its facilities— this time by
moving into space at 1384 Madi—
son Ave. The new site is only four.
blocks from its current facility on
Poplar Ave.

Friends For Life Executive Di—
rector Tom Roden said the configu—
ration of the space on Madison wil
benefit all programs at Friends For
Life, especially the Food and Nu—
trition Service.

"We are terribly cramped right
now," he remarked. "The food pan—
try has very little storage, and that
means reordering and restocking
on a weeklybasis.It‘s putting areal —
strain on our food pantry staff and
volunteers." Roden said that the
new space on Madison wouldal—
low the food pantry to more than
tnple its available space.

"Some people don‘t realize how
much food weprov1de to the HIV/

  

 

AIDS community," Roden said.
"The food bags we distributepro—
vide the equivalent of 40,000 meals
yearly. Including the 3500 meals
served at the twice—monthly Feast
For Friends "It‘s a glgantxc opera—
tion anditrequiresalot

Roden concluded.

    

 

The new site on —Madison Av—.
enue is also better becauseevery—
thing is on the same floor. There
are handicapped entrances in both
the front and— rear of the building 
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and 24 parking places compared to
13 at the present site.

The building is being acquired
on a lease—purchase basis and FFL
hopes to purchase the building.
Roden said, "Ifthere are people out
there inthe community whocan
help us with the down payment, we
may be able to ownthis site. If not,
we‘ll just continue to rent. Either
way, it‘s going to be a great im—
provement tothe PWAs we serve."

Methodist MinistersPerform ‘HolyUnion‘

Ceremony in Defiance of Church Law
 

By Jennifer Kerr
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP)
— With tears and a kiss, two Les—
bians who have been together for
15 years exchanged promises in a
"holy union" ceremony blessed by.
more than 90 United Methodist
ministers as a dramatic mass defi—
ance of a church law against same—
sex relations.

"I promise to love you the rest
ofmy life," a tearful Ellie Charlton,
63, a divorced great—grandmother,
told Jeanne Barnett, 68, a retired
state unemployment administrator.

Behind them on the stage, the
ministers lined up on risers chanted
the blessing that could land all in
trouble with church officials:

"O God, our maker, we gladly
proclaim to the world that Jeanne
and Ellie are loving partners to—
gether for life."

"If anyone wants to file charges
against us, this is what the charges

are for, praying this prayer," said
the Rev. Donald Fado, pastor of St. ..
Mark‘s United Methodist Church
in suburban Sacramento, the orga— .

~nizer of the ceremony that was part
church service and part civil rights

demonstration.

"In our church, unfortunately,
I‘m allowed to come into their

home and bless their house, bless

their car, bless their tractor and
even bless their dog, but I am not

allowed to bless them," Fado said
after the ceremony. }

More than 1,000 clergy, lay
leaders, Gay men, Lesbians and
other supporters filled the Sacra—
mento Convention Center, where
the ceremony was moved to ac—
commodate the crowd, for the joy—
ful ceremony that featured folk
songs, dancing and poetry.

"I hope you can see there‘s a lot
of love for us," Charlton said after
the ceremony. "The closet is dark

and damp and unhealthy. I hope
those of you who are in the closet

can find a way to come out."
Across the street, a dozenpro—

testers waved neon—green signs that
read "Brides of Satan" and "Meth—
odist Fag Church" while three .
women sang, in formal hymn style,
"God hates fags."

‘"Whatever they call it, it‘s an

abomination and a blasphemy in

the eyes of God," said the Rev.
Fred Phelps ofTopeka, Kan., who

has led anti—Gay pickets around the
country.

The ceremony takes place in a
state where voters next year will
decide whether only marriages be—
tween a man and a woman are le—
gal. The initiative, placed on the
ballot by a Republican senator who
could not get the Legislature to pass
the same measure, is expected to
generate an expensive and emo—
tional fight.

The unprecedented service dra—
matizes the conflict that has been
simmering for years within the .[ —

See Ministers on page 32

Who Will Be

15th Man of

the Year?

Tsarus, Memphis‘ oldest and
largest leather club, will choose its
15th Man of the Year at a banquet

— to be held at Madison Flame on
Tues., Feb. 23, at 7:30 p.m.

This annual event features a
meal prepared and served by the
members of Tsarus and the an—
nouncement, always a carefully
kept secret, of the Man of the Year.

Tickets are available from mem—

bers of Tsarus or at Madison Flame
and all proceeds go to the charity
of the recipient‘s choice. Nomina—

tions are accepted from the com—
munity as well as club members.
Nominees at presstime are Shelia

Tankersly, founder of. Loving
Arms; Butch Valentine, fund—rais—
ing coordinator at Friends For Life;
Glenn Jones, longtime volunteer at
Feast for Friends; the Mystic
Krewe of Aphrodite (a previous
recipient); and Morris Williams,
a.k.a. Jezebel, for fundraising.

Previous recipients have been:
Allen Cook and John Stilwell for
Gaze newspaper (1985); the Mys—
tic Krewe of Aphrodite for their
blood donor program (1986);
Tommy Stewart, president of
ATEAC (now Friends For Life)
(1987); Bettye Griffin, president of
Human Response Council (1988);

See Man of Year on page 32

 

 

  



 

Jezebel Does

the Town for

Her 29th

Another year has come. An

important year, 100 — the eve

of the new millennium. And to

help get the year off to a very

good start, I had a two—day birth—

day bash.
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LETTER 8

The Triangle Journal News welcomes lettersfrom its readers.
Letters should be be as short as reasonable and typed ifpossible.
Although names may be withheld on request, all letters should be
signed and include a phone numberfor verification. Anonymous

letters will not be printed. All letters are subject to editingfor
spelling, punctuation and grammar. However every effort will be

made to maintain the original intent of the writer.
Letters should be mailed to: Triangle Journal News, P.O. Box

._ 11485, Memphis, TN 38111—0485 orfaxed to (901) 454—1411. Our
e—mail address is MemphisTJN@aol.com.

Looney Bin for my first experi—

ence in stand—up comedy. The

owners told me I was very good

—needjust a little work, but am

more than welcome to come

again. Yes, in drag. I wore a

beautiful wedding dress formed

for me by Barbara Baker and

friend.

Afterwards we went to Madi—

son Flame where Mom "Betty"First off, thank you to the
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was waiting. The karaoke gang
sang me songs and gave me a
gift that is too cute to mention.
Day two started at T.G.I. Fri—

days‘ D.Q.T. (Drag Queen
Time). Miss Bianca Paige ac—
companied me all evening.
Leaving Friday‘s we cruised the
Pyramid and Beale Street to
show Bianca, stopping at Hard
Rock for the ladies‘ room. Talk

about me getting attention with—
out opening my mouth!
Moving on, we made a pit

stop to pick up the regal Jamie
Layne and sensational Juanna
Dick to rendezvous at In the
Grove. A casual dining experi—
ence everyone must experience
more than twice. (Love the
rumaki.) Just think... get wined
and dined here, then simply go
next door to Amnesia to fulfill
all your nightlife/partying —
needs.

Before going to Amnesia one
more stop just had to be made.
Jamie and Vonna wanted to treat
me to Cooper St. Grill where we
were accompanied by the infa—
mous Lady A. whose company
is always intriguing. Talk about
being greeting with open arms
and treated very nicely in a new
place in drag! Wow!

Last stop Amnesia — Home
—Hey Melina. The contest was

changed to the First Miss West
Tennessee Pride with proceeds
benefitting Memphis Pride, Inc.
The winner, Miss Kendall Jack—
son; first runner—up, the legend
ary Miss Leslie Cartier.

Despite the weather, by
showtime we had a nice crowd.
Thank you. We raised a little
over $130. Anyone who
couldn‘t make it can still make
a donation to Memphis Pride.

Before I go, I‘d like to give a
very special thank you and I owe
you one to: Family and Friends,
Gateway Travel, In the Grove,
Madison Flame, Amnesia, co—
worker from Fridays, Lady A,
Jamie Layne and Juanna Dick
and Kirby for their guidance,
support, patience and contribu—
tions. I love you and can‘t wait
til the big 3—0 (three zero).

Jezebel
Memphis
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Mother of Fired Taco Bell EmSANTA ANA, Calif. (AP) —The mother of a Taco Bell em—ployee who was fired after disclos—ing he was HIV—positive says allshe wants is the company to paywages her son would have earnedfrom the day he was fired until hisdeath.
Cecilia Pacheco is continuingher son‘s discrimination lawsuitagainst the fast—food chain thatclaims the company discriminatedagainst and harassed RayMartinez, who worked his way upfrom order takerto assistant gen—eral manager.
"He lived ‘and breathed Taco

Bell," Pacheco said. "When he‘dcome home, we‘d say, ‘Here comesMr. Taco Bell.‘"
Martinez was fired April 1, 1997,‘three months after he told his bosseshe was HIV—positive, according tohis lawsuit. He died of AIDS—relatedillnesses on July 5, 1998. But hismother continued the civil lawsuit,which also claims wrongful termi—nation.
Peter Stack, a spokesman forIrvine—based Taco Bell, declinedcomment. Stack said the companydoesn‘t comment on pending litiga—tion.
In court documents, Taco Bell

Heterosexuals Can Be
Mistaken for Homosexuals,
Hate Law Proponents Say

BOISE, Idaho (AP) — Some
people in Idaho face harassment
as homosexuals even if they are
not, members of the Idaho Human
Rights Commission were told.

But state Rep. John Campbell,
R—Sandpoint, doubted that was thecase.

It is clear when a person is a
homosexual, because they have
"pierced ears and affect a certain
persona," Campbell said.

The House State Affairs Com—
mittee heard arguments about in—
cluding sexual orientation in the
state‘s hate crime law. Campbell

is a member of that committee.
‘Malicious harassment has noth—

ing to do with reality. It‘s pure per—
ception," said Misty Schymtzik,vice chairwoman of Idaho FamilyFriends and Neighbors.

She said in 1997, more malicious
harassment complaints were filed
by heterosexuals mistaken for ho—
mosexuals than by actual homo—sexuals.

The current law protects people
from violence or threats that are
based on race, color, ancestry, reli—
gion and national origin.
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denied any wrongdoing.

The assistant general manager

"did not perform the duties reason—

ably required of him as part of his

job," and his "conduct ... consti—

tuted a just and proper exercise of

management discretion," the com—

pany said.

A trial is scheduled to begin

April 14 in Los Angeles Superior

Court.

"We‘re not even asking for pu—

nitive damages," Pacheco said.

"We just want Taco Bell to be held

accountable for what happened."

The lawsuit, which names two

general managers and a district

_ manager at Taco Bell locations in

Los Angeles, seeks about $32,000

  eau._sega

in back pay for Martinez, an

amount estimated to be his salary

between his firing and his death.

"What they did to my son

wasn‘t right," said Pacheco. "He

dedicated his life to Taco Bell. It‘s

unfair for them to be so heartless."

Martinez worked for Taco Bell

for eight years, and was sent to the

company‘s other stores to help

boost productivity. He was fired

about two weeks after receiving a

3.5 percent pay raise, the lawsuit

says.

The suit alleges that Martinez

had a spotless personnel record un—

til disclosing his HIV status. He

was subsequently written up four

times and then fired, the suit al—

ployee Contlnues Lawsuit
leges.
Among the write ups was fortardiness. But Martinez said in hislawsuit that he hadto leave his jobbriefly to file a police report afterhe was robbed of personal belong—ings following a trip to a bank to‘deposit Taco Bell money.
Roxana Aleman, 24, is a formershift manager who worked withMartinez said he worked longhours.
"He even painted the parking lotby himself," Aleman said. "He wasalways cleaning the menu boards... He took care of the Taco Bellstore like it was his home — evenbetter." f

Law Professors Join Fight Against
"Don‘t Ask, Don‘t Tell" By Chevel JohnsonAssociated Press Writer 
NEWORLEANS (AP) —Hun—dreds of law professors are joiningthe fight to get Gays and Lesbians

«an equal place in ‘the U.S. armed
forces. f

The battlefield is a 1996 law that
lets the government take all federal
student aid from schools which
refuse to let military recruiters on
campus.

Scores of universities had
barred military recruiters to protest
the "don‘t ask, don‘t tell" policy
about homosexuals, but let them
back after President Clinton signed
the law by former U.S. Rep. Gerald
Solomon.

"If we had a recruiter who said,
‘We won‘t hire anyone who‘s
Black,‘ there‘s nodoubt about us_

kicking them off: campus,"said _
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David V. Chavkin, director and
associate professor at American
University‘s Washington College
of Law. "The notion that we should
treat discrimination against our
Gay and Lesbian and bisexual and
trans—gender students as different
is an outrage.

M.A.G. Y.

Memphis Area

Gay Youth
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"That‘s become our rallymg
point."

The law school agreed in 1997
to let military recruiters return af—
ter attorneys decided that not only
its 1,200 students, but all of the
university‘s undergraduates could
lose their federal aid, including
low—interest loans and work—study
money. _

On Jan. 9, Chavkin was work—
ing at a table set up outside the
Association of American Law
Schools‘ biggest meeting rooms to

sign up people willing to work for
repeal of the law.

About 180 people from 35
states had signed on to the "action
network" by Jan. 8, Chavkin said.
He didn‘t know how many joined
Jan. 9. By the time the AALS
meeting ends, organizers hoped to

have100 law schoolsrepresented.
There certainly seemedto be _

more than a few hundred people
wearing pink "Repeal Solomon"

stickers on their convention badges.
Even though Solomon has re—

tired from Congress — he is now
alobbyist in Washington — it will

be hard to repeal the law that bears
his name, Chavkin said. "But
we‘re in it for the leng battle, just
like we were when fighting for
academic freedom or for civil

— rights," Chavkin said.

«U.S. Rep. Barney Frank, D—
who plans to lead the re—

peal fight, thinks the law is very
vulnerable, said Alan Minuskin, a
Boston College Law School pro—

fessor who helped organize the
drive.

One reason: Solomon proposed

the law even though the military
hadn‘t asked for it. Solomon could
not be reached for comment, but
has said the law is needed to en— ;
sure a strong défense. &

At one point, 138 campuses
barred military recruiters. By late

1997, the list had dwindled to 18.
Seventeen were in Connecticut,

where the policy against discrimi—
nation was part ofstate law.

The federal law applies to all
colleges and universities. The re—

_peal push is starting in law schools
because most either. have
longstanding rules of their own
against discrimination or belong to —
the AALS, which had a rule since
1990 against dealing with any or— _
ganization that discriminates. It
changed that rule last year, under
protest, because of the Solomon
Amendment.

At its meeting recently, the So—
ciety of American Law Teachers
voted to work for repeal.

"This law forces law schools to
pit students against students," said
Margaret Montoya, head of
SALT‘ s repeal task force and a pro—
fessor at the University of New
Mexico law school. "It is, I think,
deplorable that Congress has cho—
sen to use its power of the purse to
force law schools to engage in dls-Ce
crimination." R

Edwin J. Butterfoss, dean and
professor of law at Hamline Uni—
versity in St. Paul, Minn., said that
his school set up its own repeal task
force after reluctantly agreeing in
June 1997 to allow military recruit—
ers on campus.

Professors have written to Con—
gress, and set up information tables
to give out anti—discrimination and
anti—Solomon literature whenever
military recruiters are on campus,
he said.

"But we have a lot more work
to do. It undermines a law school‘s
ability to enforce its own policies
— not by attacking the schools, but
they‘re attacking the students."

Supreme Court
Continued from page 1

 

rokbased on the armed forces‘ "an—
cient and persistent anti—homo—
sexual bias," adding that it unfairly
penalized them for disclosing their
sexual orientation.

Government lawyers said the
policy "serves the legitimate ob—
jectives of prohibiting homo—
sexual acts in the military,
promoting unit cohesion, protect—
ing privacy interests and reducing
sexual tensions."

 



Board Votes to Ban Gays from Being Foster Parents By David A LiebAssociated Press Writer 
LITTLE ROCK (AP) —A stateboard voted to ban homosexualsfrom being foster parents, althoughthere is no indication of how manyGay people are acting as guardians.The contentious rule was ap—proved 6—1 by the Child WelfareAgency Review Board, which re—fused to allow opponents to speakbefore voting.Before taking effect, the rulemust undergo a 30—day commentperiod, during which public hear—ings are to be held around the state.Opponents held a news confer—ence in protest of the rule shortlyafter the board meeting at the at—torney general‘s office."Everything the board did todayhad to do with preserving preju—dice, not protecting children," said

the Rev. Larry Benfield, canon forthe administration for the Episco—pal Diocese of Arkansas."This decision was biased andprejudiced and not based in facts,"added Greg Adams, a member ofthe Interfaith Coalition for Equal—ity. "They are taking away a privi—lege of citizenship."The Little Rock—based groupdistributed buttons among the 50—plus people attending the meetingthat pictured a red ribbon and the‘slogan, "Good parents come inmany packages."Supporters of the rule said thehomosexual ban is grounded infact."It is my strong conviction thatchildren thrive best in two—parenthomes where there is a father andmother," said board memberWanda Gooden of Searcy.Gooden said the anti—homo—

sexual rule would not significantlydecrease the number of foster fami—lies in Arkansas. Adams said thereare some homosexuals serving asfoster parents, but was unsure how.many.Under the rule, children couldbe removed from householdswhere any adult member of the‘home is a homosexual. Childrenwould not be placed with prospec—tive foster parents who are Gay.The state averages 2,600 fosterchildren daily in about 700 homes,said Department of Human. Ser—vices spokesman Joe Quinn. Butthe state doesn‘t keep track of howmany foster parents are homosexu—als, he said.‘We would have to develop apolicy and procedure for asking
that," Quinn said.

The action follows months of in—

formation gathering, discussions

Task Force Denounces Arkansas

Foster Care Ban

WASHINGTON— The Na—
tional Gay and Lesbian Task Force
denounced a decision to ban Gay,
Lesbian, bisexual, and
transgendered people in Arkansas
from becoming foster parents.

On Jan. 6, the Child Welfare
Agency Review Board passed a
resolution that would make Arkan—
sas the second state to enact such a
ban.

As worded, the ban would pre—
vent a child from being placed with
anyone who has engaged in same—
sex sexual behavior or anyone shar—
ing a household with someone who
has engaged in same—sex sexual be—
havior.

There is a comment perrod
which will likely take a number of
weeks and, will entail five public
hearings, before the ban will take
effect.

"This ban is not about the wel—
fare of children, it is about attack—
ing and demonizing Gay, Lesbian,
bisexual and transgendered
people," said Kerry Lobel, execu—
tive director of the Task Force.

"Right—wing extremists are aim—
ing their arsenal at our families
more than ever before. We will face
similar battles in a number of states
this year, and we will do everything
in our power to face down these
lies, distortions, and myths with the
simple truth," added Lobel.

Arkansas would become the

third state to ban Gay, Lesbian, bi—
sexual or transgender people from

adopting and/or becoming foster
parents. The New Hampshire leg—
islature passed a law banning both
adoption and foster care in the late

— 1980s. Florida passed a law ban—
ning adoption in 1977. Also, in
Oklahoma, people convicted under
the state‘s sodomy law are banned
from adopting.

According to the. Task Force,
similar measures are likely to be

introduced this year in at least three
other states (Indiana, Texas and
Michigan).

Last year, anti—adoption or anti—
foster care measures were intro—
duced in five states (Arizona,
California, Georgia, Oklahoma,
Arizona and Tennessee). All of
them were defeated.

Both the New Hampshire and
Florida laws are currently being
contested. In Florida there is a law—
suit challenging the ban, and in
New Hampshire advocates intro—
duced a bill (HB 90) that would
reverse the law.

"Regulations like this are re—
sponsible for robbing thousands of
needy children from loving, nurtur—
ing, supportive homes. It is time to
listen to the voices of young people

who know that what is important
is a good parent, not a parent whose
sexual orientation has been run
through a government—sanctioned
litmus test,"
Rogers, director of the organization
Children of Lesbians and Gays
Everywhere and herself a 27—year

said Felicia Park—

old Lesbian daughterof a Gay man
and a Lesbian.

The Gay, Lesbian, bisexual and
transgender community and its al—
lies, including the Interfaith Alli—
ance for Equality, are organizing to
prevent the ban from being en—
acted.

"There are many serious prob—
lems with Arkansas‘ foster care

system. Rather than using time and
resources to address them, the state
is wasting them on a non—issue,"
said Judy Matsuoka of the Little
Rock—based Women‘s Project, and
a coordinator of the efforts to block
the ban.

Many organizations, including
the Child Welfare League, the
North American Council on Adopt—
able Children and the American
Psychological Association oppose
the use of sexual orientation as a
criteria in foster care and adoption
placement.

Judy Matsuoka of the Women‘s
Project is available at (501) 372— .< %
5113 for information about local.
efforts to block the ban.
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and votes. The board originally
approved a rule that would have
prohibited children from being
placed with homosexuals or un—

married heterosexuals. But during.
a comment period, it dropped the
ban on single people being foster
parents.

Dr. Bob West of the state Health
Department was the lone dissenter
in the vote. He also was the only
board member who wanted to hear

testimony from the public.
"All the studies that have been

done show there is no difference
between children who have been

raised in Gay and Lesbian homes
in terms of their functioning, their
behavior and their sexual orienta—
tion later in life," West said.

Rita Sklar, director of the
American Civil Liberties Union of
Arkansas, said the ACLU will chal—
lenge the rule if it is finalized.
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Providing you with

soothing, comfortable

treatment—is our

business. Best of all ...

we do It with a soft.Painful teeth.

gentle touch.swollen gums,

unsightly stains and bad breath... ._ Weare a young and growing dental |"

These are messages from your teeth , . é .
practice which prides itself onwhich say, "We need help! — — y

' fairness and open—mindedness.
   _| Make your teeth feel good again! __

Call for an appointment today. We‘ll listen.

   

— WILLIAM N. CASTLE, D.D.S.
. General Dentistry :
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Report Cites Gang Rapes, Other

Harassment of Gay Students
 

By Tim Klass

Associated Press Writer
 

SEATTLE (AP) — Eight gang

_ rapes and lesser harassment of 5tu—

dents viewed as Gay, Lesbian or

bisexual have been reported in the

state‘s schools since 1994, a new

report shows.

In two cases, high school boys

committed suicide because of ha—

rassment, the Safe Schools Coali—

tion of Washington ‘State

concluded. Dozens of others said

they cut themselves, smoked or

drank heavily and experienced

nightmares and other distress. The

reports came from victims as young

as 6.

"Every year we‘ve consistently

had someone younger targeted than

the year before," said Beth Reis,

principal investigator of the

project.

Her 80—page report may repre—

sent only the tip of an iceberg that

could include thousands of unre—

ported incidents ranging from anti—

Gay jokes to beatings and sexual

assaults, she said.

"Harassment and violence per—

petrated against anyone are wrong,

and prevention of these acts is a

crucial public health concern," said

Dr. Alonzo L. Plough, director of

the Seattle—King County Public

Health Department.

"I am angered and deeply

pained by the cruelty and devasta—

tion described in the report. We

cannot allow these kinds of bias

crimes to continue to be‘perpetrated

in our schools or any where,"

Plough said.

The health department, where

Reis works as an educational con—

sultant, is one of 74 public and pri—

vate agencies in the coalition.

The 80—page compendium listed

111 episodes, including 47 detailed

in previous reports, 37 that had not

been included in earlier annual re—

ports and 27 from the 1997—98

school year.

Few trends are discernable, but

about a third of the reports received

in the past year were from families,

compared with no more than a

handful in previous years, Reis

said.

Because of confidentiality con—

cerns, no names, dates or places

were given for any of the incidents.

The report recommended better

teacher training on homosexuality,

school district bans on anti—Gay

language and other harassment,

mental health support for sexual

minorities, education for students

on sexual orientation issues and

other measures.

"Although most school districts

are not yet offering optimal or even

adequate support for Gay, Lesbian,

bisexual or transgender students,

there is evidence that these types

of programs are increasing in num—

bers," the report said.

Incidents were reported at 73.

schools — seven elementary, 15

junior high or middle, 40 high and

nine alternative, one reservation

and one private — in 37 urban, sub—

urban and rural school districts in

13 of Washington‘s 39 counties.

Key findings included the fol—

lowing: #

— The most severe incidents

were eight gang rapes involving 11

victims and 22 other physical as—

saults, including attacks in which

seven people were treated for cuts,

bruises and cracked or broken

bones.

— The ratio of harassers to tar—

geted individuals was at least 2.5

to 1.

— Most offenders and victims

were male, but both genders were

represented in both groups.

— As in the general population,

about three—fourths of the offend—

ers and victims were white and the _

rest were racial minorities.

— About five percent of the vie—

tims described themselves as het—

erosexuals, half did not state their

sexual orientation and the rest iden—

tified themselves as Gay, Lesbian,

bisexual or transgender.

— In about a third of the inci—

dents, adults "were silent or blam—

ing" the victims. In another third,

at least one adult stood up for a vic—

tim. In the remaining third, there

were no adult witnesses and the

problem never was reported to

school officials or adult responses

were unknown.

Out of 146 cases brought to the

coalition, 35 reports were found to

— clean—cut and soft—spoken

be incomplete, lacking an incident

on which to focus or otherwise out—

side the study criteria.

One recent case, Reis said, arose

from an account by the father of a

first grader:

"Do you know what a faggot

is?" the boy asked.

"Why did you do you ask?"

"(Another pupil) called me one

at recess." j

In another incident that Reis

said "just made me cry," a seventh

grader who described himself as

heterosexual said he was attacked

verbally as "a fag" by three stu—

dents who were immediately dis—

ciplined by a teacher.

When asked why he was tar:

geted, the teacher said it might be

because "the boy is very neat,

... and

that he was doing schoolwork dur—

ing free time."

The report was dedicated to the

memory of two youngsters who

committed suicide.

One, Bill Clayton, 17, a bi—

sexual, killed himself in 1995 af—

ter being attacked with two

heterosexual friends and undergo—

ing mental health treatment for de—

pression.

The other, unidentified in the

report, killed himself in the fall of

1997 after a month and a half of

daily abuse that culminated in an—

other student going to his house and

telling his father he was Gay.

"He thought his dad wouldbe

supportive. Instead, his dad

screamed at him and kicked him

out of the house," the report said.

Head of State Gay —

Organization Found Dead

in Apparent Suicide |

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. (AP) —

The head ofAlabama‘s best—known

organization for homosexuals was

found dead in a motel room where

police said he killed himself after

admitting to stealing from an AIDS

advocacy group he ran.

Jay Horton, state coordinator of

the Gay and Lesbian Alliance of

Alabama, committed suicide after

admitting to taking at least $5,000

from another group, the AIDS

Action Coalition of Huntsville, said

Sgt. Barry Pendergraft. _

Horton had been head of

GALAA, which has lobbied the _

Legislature on issues affecting ho—

mosexuals, since August 1997. He

was executive director of the AIDS

Action Coalition.

"I just feel so bad," David

White, acting treasurer of GALAA,

said Jan. 7.

The 37—year—old Guntersville

native was found dead Jan. 5 of a

.22—caliber bullet wound in a Mor—

gan County motel room that em—

ployees had entered while doing

repair work.

Coroner Gene Shelton said

Horton left a suicide note, but he"

would not release the contents.

Pendergraft said. David

Frederick, chairman of the AIDS

Action Coalition Board, told police

that Horton had come to him that

day and confessed to stealing at

least $5,000 from the agency‘s

bank account over the last six

months.

Horton was not seen again,

Pendergraft said.

Horton became executive direc—

tor of the AIDS Action Coalition

in May 1997. He began volunteer—

ing in 1992 with AIDS Outreach

in Lee County, where he worked

as an agricultural scientist with

Auburn University.

White said there had been no

financial problems with GALAA,

and Horton did not have access to

the group‘s accounts.
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PROUDLY SERVING OUR COMMUNITY

GARY COOPER

ED HAMMETT

KIRK PAMPER

 

Three of the best

—Award—winning

Floral Designers

in the business!

"Enough Said!" Lo amnica
901—274—5767 —800—769—5767
937 S. Cooper at Young

   

 

CLUB NIGHT
Sat., Feb. 20 — 10 P.M.

PIPELINE
SHOW YOUR LEATHER!

Space donated as a public service of the Triangle Journal News   

 

 
MEMPHIS
BEARS

CLus NicHnt
Pipeline

Sat., Feb. 13 +10 p.m.
Wear Bear Gear (Hats, T—Shirts, etc.) If You Have It
All Bears & Bear Lovers Welcome...
Come Join the Bear Party!

Space donated as a public service of the Triangle Journal News
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ANOVERTON SQUARE

‘ Your Gateway to Gay and Lesbian Travel
 

 

FREEToyour

1eISsure j International Gay& Lesbian Travel Assommon

'
GAYOWNED & OPERATED s

 

  

   

 

GATEWAY TRAVEL CARES ....
Gateway Travel opened its doors caring about our community.
Three percent of the revenue fromthe commissions we receive
on our travel sales will be donated evenly to Friendsfor Life
AIDS Resource Center and Hope House Day Care Center for
children affected or inflicted by the AIDS/HIV virus. We believe
that these charities are in need of and well worth our support as
well as yours. Help us to help others.

_ GatewayTravel
2090 Overton Square Lane
Memphis, Tennessee 38104 _
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The Ins and Outs of Inz and Outz
 

by Ira L. King

Staff Writer
 

With a name inspired by the

movie featuring Kevin Kline,

~ Ray Casteel and John Dowling

have opened a new business‘in

the Cooper—Young historic dis—

trict. On Sept. 5, 1998, Inz &

Outz opened at 553 S. Cooper.

The store is the culmination

of a long—time dream. Dowling

and Casteel are both residents of

Jackson, Tenn. Casteel, 43, is an

Electrical Engineer. Dowling,

56, is a retired Industrial Engi—

neer. Both are family men with

children. Dowling has one son.

Casteel has two sons and a

daughter. The two met at a so—

cial gathering at a park in Jack—

son nearly five years ago. Both

were looking for a relationship.

They found each other and be—

came frends, lovers and life

partners.

Why Memphis? They con—

sidered opening a store in Jack—

son. However, they didn‘t think

the community would support

merchandising Gay—themed

products. They had heard from

a ftiend that there was no store

like they envisioned in Mem—

phis. They also discovered that

Meristem was going out of busi—

ness. Since Meristem was

largely feminist—oriented, they

decided that there was a definite

market for what they wanted to

do. So Casteel quit his job as an

industrial engineer, sold some

property,; and the two. of them

began the commute to Mem—

phis.

They visited a card and gift

store in. Birmingham called

Magnolias. With one look they

knew this was the kind of busi—

ness establishment they wanted.

Dowling kept his jobin Jack—

son so that they could continue

to eat while the business was

getting off the ground. Both men

have homes in Jackson that they

are trying to sell. They want to

live in Memphis. Casteel is tired

of living out of a suitcase.

Inz & Outz carries a large va—

riety of cards and gifts for all oc—

casions. I was in the store on the

Monday after Christmas, and

the Valentine cards are already —

on the shelves. They also sell T—

shirts, sweatshirts, caps, calen—

dars, key chains, flags, refrig—

erator magnets, chocolate

nipples and penises (filled with

cream, of course), bumper stick—

ers, buttons (tons of buttons),

and much, much more. They

even have Elvis memorabilia.

They are hoping to introduce

more merchandise in the future

including leather products.

Both say business has been

very, very good. The Christmas

holidays were wonderful. Their

new clientele includes Gays,

Lesbians, straights, different ra—

cial and ethnic groups. Many

have been curiosity seekers.
 

in Memphis at 553 South Cooper St.

Inz and Outz owners Ray Casteel(left) andJohn Dowling preside overa myriad ofcardandgift items at theirstore

Research Holds Hope for Killing HIV Remnants

 
By Jeff Donn

Associated Press Writer
 

Targeting HIV in hard—to—reach

lymph nodes, researchers for the

first time have curbed the AIDS

virus by injecting patients with

cells.—made from their own natural

defense systems.

The research published in the

January issue of Nature Medicine

could lead to new ways of attack—

ing the AIDS virus in parts of the

body where it has eluded standard

drug treatment.

Researchers were able to sup—

press HIV bygiving a patient in—

jections of cells fashioned from his

own immune system. Though sei—

entists say the new method can‘t

be used. immediately to treat large

numbers of patients, it is encour—

aging because it appears to curb the

virus at least temporarily in lymph

nodes.

"An area we want to consider

is: Is it possible to rid somebody

of infection?" said the study‘s chief

author, virologist Scott Brodie of;

the University of Washington in

Seattle.

HIV propagates by attacking a

kind of immunecell known as a

helper T—cell. The researchers

chose three patients and isolated

from their bodies another type of

white blood cell, known as a killer

T—cell, which destroys HIV.

By cloning and other means,

they grew huge numbers of each

patient‘s killer T—cells in a labora—

tory and genetically engineered

some with markers to trace their

movement within the body. They

then reinjected massive amounts

back into each patient and traced

the migrating cells to lymph nodes.

There, the new killer T—cells

knocked down the number of in—

fected helper T—cells, in some cases

to undetectable levels, according to

the researchers.

The effect was temporary; the

new cells disappeared within three

weeks.

Still, Dr. Roger Pomerantz,

chief of infectious diseases at

Jefferson Medical College in Phila—

delphia, who is familiar with the

research, called it an exciting early

step toward eradicating HIV .

"where it hides."

While praising the long—term

value of the work, Dr. Anthony

Fauci, who is working on his own

treatment to eradicate virus rem—

nants, cautioned that the University

"of Washington techniqueis so ad—

vanced that it limits immediate

practical use.

"It‘s too expensive, it‘s too

time—consuming, it‘s too compli—

cated," he said.

Another AIDS study appearing

in Nature Medicine points to a sec—

ond approach in replenishing the

immune system.

Researchers found that an HIV

infection shortens the life span of

both killer and helper T—cells to less

than a third of normal, and produc—

tion of replacement cells lags be—

hind. _

Many researchers have theo—

rized that HIV irreparably breaks

down the body‘ s cell—replacement

capacity through overuse.

This study, however, suggests

that the replacement capacity sur— _

vives intact and seems to be re—

freshed by a standard HIV treat—

ment, known as a drug cocktail.

The researchers said the drug

therapy seems to increase the pro—

duction of immune cells by an av—

erage of three or four times.

Some scientists say this research

will intensify the search for ways

of reviving the body‘s ability to

fight disease once it is damaged by

AIDS. s

The chief author, Dr. Marc

Many have returned to purchase

goods. Dowling says that in par—

ticular, "Midtownhas been very

good to us."

 

Hellerstein of the University of

California, San Francisco, said

such research should ultimately

show whether later—stage AIDS

_ patients largely cleared of infection

through drug therapy can "really

regenerate normalcy in their im—

mune systems."

Michael McCune, another

member of the research team, sug—

gested such approaches also might

apply to cancer and other diseases.

Report: Too Little Known AboutHealth of Lesbians

WASHINGTON (AP) — Doce—

tors know too little about the health

of Lesbians, says a new study that

urged the government to rectify a

lack of research on the health needs

of these women.

The government had asked the

Institute of Medicine, an indepen—

dent science organization, to inves—

tigate Lesbian health. The panel

concluded that this population has

been so ignored that no one knows

if Lesbians are at higher risk for

cancer and other diseases.

Among the report‘s findings:

—There is some evidence that

Lesbians may be at higher risk for

breast cancer, because of perceived

higher rates of alcohol consump—

tion, overweight and childlessness,

and for ovarian cancer, because

or use birth control pills. But no—

body knows for sure. ]

—There is a myth thatLesbians

do not need Pap smears to detect

cervical cancer. They do need

them. i

—The stress of dealing with so—

cietal attitudes toward homosexu—

ality may affect Lesbians‘ physical

and mental health, including their

suicide risk, but too little research

has been done to tell.

—Doctors, particularly gyne—

cologists, have little training in

treating Lesbian patients, which

can affect quality of care and dis—

courage patients from seeking care.

One of the few Lesbian studies

found 20 percent of Lesbians sur—

veyed in Michigan reported en—

counters with doctors who knew

they are less likely to bear children nothing about homosexual women.

 

Also, Lesbians are less likely to

have health insurance, often be—

cause of bans against spousal ben—

efits for unmarried partners.

—Research is lacking because it

is hard to define who makes up this

subset of women and then recruit

them, and because there is a stigma

associated: with studying Lesbians.

The Institute of Medicine urged

the government and other scientists

to promptly conduct and fund re—

search to answerthe questions.
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NewTexas Legislation Targets Gay Foster Parents, Sodomy By Stephanie Elizondo Griest
 Associated Press Writer
AUSTIN (AP) — Social work—ers are rigorous in their search forpotential foster and adoptive par—ents. They call references, checkcriminal backgrounds and calculatefinances.
And if two Texas lawmakers gettheir way, social workers will con—

sider sexual preference, too.State Reps. Warren Chisum, R—Pampa, and Robert Talton, R—Pasadena, have filed bills to banthe placement of children into Gayor Lesbian households.Chisum said such householdsprovide an improper atmospherefor raising children.
"It is not conducive to Judeo—Christian beliefs and it can be de—

structive for the children," he said,adding that heterosexual couplesoffer the most solid home and bestlifestyle. —Gay and Lesbian advocates pointto American Psychological Asso—ciation studies which have deter—mined sexual orientation isirrelevant to a parent‘s ability toraise a child._ "People who support proposals
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The ORIGINAL Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual

§ Transgender yellow pages: since 1973
All editions now include a SEPARATE SECTION FOR “OMB!”

U.S.,CANADA: $16 postpaid: Nationwide resources including headquarters
of national organizations; publications; mail order companies, etc., plus

complete city by city information for all the States and Provinces.
GREATER NORTHEAST: $10 postpaid: CT, DC, DE,
ME, MD, MA, NH, NJ, NY, OH, PA, RI, VA, VT, WV.
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self—addressed stamped envelope
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PO Box 533—TN, Village Stn, NY, NY 10014

Voice: 212—674—0120 —
Fax: 212—420—1126
gayello@banet.net

Mp:llgayellowpages.com

 

 

like this say they are pro—family,
but what more antifamily thing can
you do than to say to children in
foster care that we are going to
deny you the opportunity to be
raised by loving parents who could
give you a good home and leave
you in institutional care instead?"
asked Matt Coles, director of the
Lesbian and Gay rights project at
the American Civil Liberties
Union. §

The Texas Department of Pro—
tective and Regulatory Services re—
ports an average of 1,850 children
are available for adoption each
month in Texas for some 2,000
willing households. The numbers
are even greater in foster care —
about 11,000 children are living
with some 6,000 licensed foster
families in any given month.

Stewart Davis, an agency
spokesperson, said matching fami—
lies‘ and children‘s criteria is com—
plex. Some children want to stay

. with their siblings and families of—
— ten request a particular age, race
and gender.

"This legislation would reduce
the potential number of families
that could be considered for foster
care and adoption," he said.
A state child welfare worker

who sued the agency in September
was the inspiration for the bills.

Rebecca Bledsoe, a 12—year
employee of the agency‘s Child
Protective Services division; said
the agency demoted her for taking
a 3—month—old boy from a Lesbian
couple‘s home in Dallas. Accord—
ing to a grievance she filed last year
with the agency, she reasoned "ho—

mosexual—conduct is against the
law in Texas."

The law she cited also is up for
consideration in the 1999 Legisla—
ture, which convened Jan. 12. Rep.
Debra Danburg, D—Houston, has
filed a bill to repeal a clause in the
Texas Penal Code which makes
"sexual intercourse with another
individual of thesame sex" a Class
C Misdemeanor.

Suzanne Goldberg, a lawyer for
the national Gay legal group
Lambda Legal Defense and Edu—
cation Fund, called the state‘s 1 19—
year—old anti—sodomy law an
outrageous invasion of privacy.

"It licenses police to enter the
bedrooms of consenting adults,"
said Goldberg.

In September, two Houston men
were caught in the act while police
were responding to a false report
of an armed intruder. The men
pleaded no contest to sodomy
charges and then appealed with a
motion to quash the charges.

The case could end up in the
U.S. Supreme Court, as the men‘s
challenges are based upon state and
federal constitutional questions in—
volving privacy rights.

But Danburg may have a hard
time.getting the bill past Texas,
where the anti—sodomy law has
some staunch support.

"It is easy to see how society is
going in the wrong direction; we
don‘t need to take any other barri—
ers down that would further ad— .
vance our decline in morality," said
Rep. Charlie Howard, R—Sugar
Land.

Zimbabwe‘s Ex—president

Sentenced to Prison on

HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) —
~A former Zimbabwean president
convicted of homosexual assault
and sodomy was sentenced to 10
years in prison, though ajudge sus—
pended—All but one year of the jail
term.
_~ Judge Godfrey Chidyausiku
said former head of state Canaan
Banana will effectively serve one
year in prison if he pays compen—
sation to a policeman he was con—
victed of raping and to the family
of another officer.

Banana‘s lawyers said they
would appeal the conviction and
sentence.

Banana, 63, a Methodist minister
and theology professor, fled the
country in November after he was:
convicted of 11 sex—related charges.
He returned on Dec. 15 and has been
under house arrest since.

Banana was convicted of using
his power as president to force
bodyguards, a cook and a gardener
to perform homosexual acts. The
offenses occurred from 1980 to

1987, when he served in the largely
ceremonial role of president.

Banana was brought to trial af—
ter a police inspector who had
worked as his bodyguard killed a
colleague who had taunted him for
his relationship with the former
president.

Jefta Dube, serving a 10—year
prison term for that killing, testi—
fied that he was forced into a sexual
relationship with Banana from
1984 to 1986. §
He sentenced Banana to eight

years for one charge of sodomy and
one of "unnatural acts," suspend—
ing seven years on condition that
he commit no further such offenses
‘and pays $6,000 to the victim and
$6,000 to the family of the police
officer who was killed.

Banana also received two years
for nine counts of indecent homo—
sexual assault, with one year sus—
pended. o

The two sentences were to be
served concurrently, for a total of
a year, the judge said.
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Francis Albert Sinatra

Saturday, february 27, 1999 =.

friends for Life

presents

The Second Annual

fabulous February Concert

    

7:00 in the evening

Skyway BallroomPeabody Hofe|

featuring | ' ® U /*
leresa Pate, Gary Johns, Gary Lamb, James fox —
and the Memphis Jazz Orchestra —

—Michael Detroit, Master of Ceremonies
$75.00 per person at Reserved Table -

$50.00 per person at Unreserved Fable
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To All You Cats and Chicks
 

by Butch Valentine
FFL Fund—raising Coordinator

Outrageous salutation? Not re—
ally. At one time, this is exactly
how the "swooner crooner" would
have addressed a large group of his
avid fans and supporters. He and
the Rat Pack even has their own

special language. Endsville.
Scramsville. Losing the "bird,"
whatever that means. But this is My
Way of announcing Friends for
Life‘s second annual Fabulous
February Concert, Doing It Our
Way... A tribute to Francis Albert
Sinatra. ;

You guys and dolls should

... FFL Plans Salute to OI‘ Blue Eyes

swing with us as Friends For Life
pays tribute to OI‘ Blue Eyes on
Sat., Feb: 27, at7 p.m. in the Mount
Olympus of Cool, the Skyway
Ballroom of the Peabody Hotel. It‘s
ironic this concert, sponsored by
the genuine 24—carat guy, Craig
Simrell, follows last year‘s hippest
show A Holiday with Billie Holi—
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day, as Sinatra credited the LadyWho Sang the Blues for his vocalstyle, even recording a tribute songin 1970 called Lady Day.The Skyway Ballroom will bethe hippest joint in town that nightas all the mooks will be groovingto the big band sounds of the 17—piece Memphis Jazz Orchestra aslocal warblers Teresa Pate, GaryJohns, James Fox and Gary Lambof North Carolina honor the coolestcat ever their way.A swingin‘ affair will be heldafter the concert in the PembrokeSquare Building in Peabody Place.The reception, sponsored by oursolid true blues, John and DebbieMcNulty, is for the gig‘s "Backers"and their pallies.The Peabody Place Museumand Gallery will be speciallyopened to these hepeats so they canput their peepers on the Belzfamilys private collection of price—less Chinese art. The display is areal gas! As the Thomas WhiteCombo gigs out more Sinatra

tunes, the clambakers will be jivin‘with some of the bubbly or otherpreferred fuel.You can be a cool cat too, baby.General admission is a $75 or $50donation to Friends For Life anddoes not include the reception. The"Backers" tables are $100—$250 foreach cat and are already sold out.The Belz Foundation is sponsor—ing the Guests of Honor table thisyear. These groovers are pure plati—num. For more information andreservations, call 272—0855.But be hip to this, daddy—o... theconcert will be a real gasser! Andthe entire evening (and I can prac—tically guarantee this) will be onewhich you will remember FromHere to Eternity. As for the attirefor the evening, the Chairman ofthe Board would definitely tell youthis... "Look sharp, kid!" It‘s a ring—a—ding world out there, and we‘reout to prove it. You‘ll dig this gig!

Integrity to Celebrate
Valentine‘s Day Submitted by Integrity —
On Tues., Feb. 16, the Episco—pal Youth of Calvary Church(EYC) will sponsor their annualShrove Tuesday Pancake Supper inthe Mural Room. (Want to knowhow Shrove Tuesday becameknown as Fat Tuesday? Come toIntegrity and ask Doyle. In supportof EYC, Integrity will attend thisfunction at 6:30 p.m., prior to itsregular monthly meeting. fThe worship service at 7 p.m.will be a departure from the tradi—tional Episcopal format. Drawingfrom other spiritual resourceswithin the city, a Presbyterian min—ister has been invited to lead thebrief devotional. _The guest speaker for the 7:30p.m. program will be Mark Jones,amember of Idlewild PresbyterianChurch and an active volunteerspearheading the effort to give

Memphis‘ Les—bi—gay communitya center they can call their own. Hisspiritual odyssey and his uniqueexperiences in the communityshould make for an informative,entertaining evening.Integrity‘s parties in members‘homes have, historically, been wellattended. The Halloween andChristmas parties are being fol—lowed by a Valentine Party on Feb.13. Additional details will be in— _cluded in the newsletter sent toAIntegrity‘s mailing list.Feb. 16 Schedule* 6:30 p.m. Dinner (free to firsttime visitors)* 7 p.m. Brief worship service* 7:30 p.m. Meeting and ProgramAll events are at Calvary Epis—copal Church, 102 N. Second St.in downtown Memphis. Feel freeto comeand go to any or all threeevents as well as to bring a friend.
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Lesbian
Notions
by Paula Martinac

SEE PAGE 29
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Thousands to Descend on

State Capitols to Declare,

"Equality Begins at Home"

WASHINGTON— In the 30th

anniversary year of the Stonewall
rebellion — the birth of the mod—
ern Gay rights movement— thou—
sands of Gay, Lesbian, bisexual,
and transgender people will launch

an unprecedented national week of

action for equality. Equality Begins
at Home, slated for the week of
March 21—27, is a major initiative

to push state

lawmakers to mancn 21, 1999

support a plat— + |

form of equal—

ity. P1anning7

for these by lo— /\
cal activists is at
well
way.

From Montana to Maine, Gay,
Lesbian, bisexual, and transgender
people will come out and speak up
in simultaneous events nationwide,
most of which will take place at
state capitols. These actions will,
among other things, build support
for laws that counter hate violence,

ban employment discrimination,
provide for safe schools for all stu—
dents, ensure the right to adopt and

become foster parents, and address
health issues including HIV/AIDS.

Equality Begins at Home is co—
ordinated by the National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force and organized
by the Federation of Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual and Transgender State—
wide Political Organizations. As
part of its coordinating efforts, the
Task Force provided Federation
member groups $5,000 each to sup—
port their Equality Begins at Home
organizing efforts and hired a na—
tional coordinator for the event.
Dozens of national organizations
have signed on in support of this
week of action.

— "Equality Begins at Home is not
an end point but a beginning point.
We are going to make our state—
wide organizations stronger, mobi—
lize more people, register more
voters, and demand greater ac—
countability from our state legisla—
tors and policy makers," stated
Kerry Lobel, National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force executive di—
rector. "It is this organizing at the
state level that will ultimately
counter the hostility and gridlock
we have come to know from our
nation‘s capital," she added.

Never before in the history of
the Gay—rights movement has there
been a coordinated political cam—
paign of actions in all 50 states as
well as the District of Columbia
and Puerto Rico. Equality Begins
at Home represents a newphase of
the movement — a focus on state
organizing and legislatures. The
vast majority of debates and deci—
sions about Gay, Lesbian, bisexual
and transgender equality occur in
state legislatures. Equality Begins
at Home will bolster the infrastruc—

under

Ark.; Fort Collins,

ture of the Gay, Lesbian, bisexual
and transgender movement within
the states — where the heart of the
struggle for equality lies — and
lead to greater success in the over—
all struggle for equality.

Each state organization will de—
velop events to highlight priority
issues:

* In Tennessee, activists will

rally on Legislative

Plaza in Nashville
on March 21.See ad
on page 22.

* In California,
activists will focus
on defeating an
anti—Gay —ballot

\ measure to be put
before voters next year. Events will
include a rally and youth lobby day.

* In New Hampshire, activists
will hold a rally at the state capitol
to focus attention on the need to
repeal a state law banning Gay,
Lesbian, bisexual and transgender
people from adopting children.

* In Nebraska, organizers will
target workplace discrimination.
They will hold a lobby day and cir—

culate a "Workplace Fairness Peti—
tion" to. business owners
throughout the state.

"The battleground for equality
has moved to the states, and so have
we," said Paula Ettelbrick, Equal—
ity Begins at Home national coor—
dinator. "We are throwing down
the gauntlet and demanding that
state officials resist the right wing‘s
efforts to deny us our basic rights
as citizens," Ettelbrick added.

Equality Begins at Home is part
of a campaign to counter the grow—
ing muscle of the right wing and
its anti—Gay attacks. In the last few
years, the right has passed dozens of
anti—Gay laws in dozens of states.

In addition, 1998 was one of the
most vicious years in recent
memory. Senate Majority Leader
Trent Lott likened homosexuality
to kleptomania and sex addiction.
Congress introduced a number of
mean—spirited anti—Gay measures.
Rightwing groups launched a ma—
jor advertising campaign attacking
Gay, Lesbian, bisexual and
transgender people. Voters also
approved anti—Gay ballot measures
in Alaska; Hawaii; Fayetteville,

Co.; and

  

Ogunquit, Maine.

"Our demands are simple and in

line with basic American values:

the right to be safe, to have a fam—
ily, to hold a job, and to participate
fully as citizens. It‘ sexactly what

every American wants and de—

serves," said Gina Reiss, co—chair

of the Federation of Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, and Transgender State—

_ wide Political Organizations and
executive director of New Jersey
Lesbian and Gay Coalition.

Herod Out as Holy Trinity‘s

Music Coordinator

 

By Ira King —

with Allen Cook

There are very few constants in

the Gay community. One thing

you could always seem to count

on was John Herod sitting at the

keyboard at Holy Trinity Commu—

nity Church on Sunday mornings.

Over the past five years, Herod

missed only one Sunday; it was the

Sunday after his grandmother

died.

On Sun., Jan. 3, John sang his last

song and played his last note at

HTCC. After he finished singing

"Friends are Friends Forever," he

: announced that he would no longer

be the music coordinator at the

church. The electronic keyboard he

donated to the church was un—

plugged.

‘Herod was hired as the music

coordinator at HTCC approximately

three years ago. His duties included

arranging for special music on Sun—

day mornings, assisting in the plan—

ning of all the music used in HTCC

services and ensuring the integrity

and appropriateness of the music

rendered.

In addition to being the church

music coordinator, Herod also used

to open the church for special groups

when they needed to meet. He
played for holy unions and other
special occasions as necessary —

often without compensation.

So why would such a valuable

member suddenly relinquish his

role? According to several sources,

it may not have been totally volun—

tary.

According to an immediate past

board member, the board (now called

the vestry) felt that Herod was not

doing the job he was being paid to

do — he was slacking off. They felt

that someone else could do the job

better.

Herod was told that he had be—

come "passive— not moving in sync

with the music direction of the

church."

Apparently Herod‘s visual dis—

ability limited his ability to play cer—

tain songs. There were hymns and _

other songs (especially the newer

ones) that he did not play because

the music was not distinguishable to
him.
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Herod felt that his job responsi—

bilities had been slowly usurped over

the last few months. He felt he had

inadvertently or deliberately beenleft

out of planning meetings. He made

phone calls to find out what was go—

ing on, but those calls were seldom

returned. Herod said he talked to ves—

try members and the pastor about

what was happening, but was given

no response. ®

Sources at HTCC, contend that

Herod was not fired, but demoted—

that he‘s welcome to be part of the

music program at HTCC if he can

be content to just play the piano. A

vestry member told Herod that in

light of a proposed article in the Tri—

angle Journal News, they saw no

reason to keep him. ;
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Defendant‘s Mom‘s Death Not Linked to Shepard Case, Authorities Say By Mead GruverAssociated Press Writer 
LARAMIE, Wyo. (AP) — Po—lice have found no link betweenCindy Dixon‘s apparent deathfrom hypothermia and her son‘spending trial for the murder ofMatthew Shepard.

However, authorities are still in—vestigating the woman‘s death asa homicide."No matter how obvious it is,we‘ll look at it until we can proveto ourselves it is not," Sgt. MichaelGarcia said.Ms. Dixon, the mother of defen—dant Russell Henderson, was found
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Spiritual Resources

in the Memphis Area

Calvary Episcopal Church — 525—6602

First Congregational Church — 278—6786

First United Methodist Church — 527—8362

Holy Trinity Community Church — 320—9376

Idlewild Presbyterian Church — 726—4681

Living Word Christian Church — 276—0577

Memphis Friends Meeting — 323—3196

Neshoba Unitarian Universalist Church — 756—5433

Prescott Memorial Baptist Church — 327—8479

Safe Harbor MCC — 458—0501

St. John‘s United Methodist Church— 276—4104

St. Patrick Catholic Church — 527—2542

St. Therese Catholic Church — 276—1312

Unitarian Church of the River — 526—8631

Unity Church (Kirby Rd.) — 754—4241

Published as a public service by the Triangle Journal News.
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dead Jan. 3 along a two—lane road

north of Laramie.

Henderson and Aaron

McKinney, both age 21 are ac—

cused of beating and robbing

Shepard, a Gay University of Wyo—

ming student, on Oct. 7 and tying

him to a split—rail fence outside

Laramie. Shepard, 21, died five

days after the attack.

According to Albany County

Sheriff‘s Sgt. Rob Graham, Dixon

was last seen about 7 p.m. Jan. 2

stumbling from a bar in downtown

Laramie. Her body was found

about 12 miles away by a passerby

around 8:30 a.m.

Dixon was wearing a short, pink

nylon jacket over a shirt and jeans

in subzero wind chill. She appar—

ently died of hypothermia about

1,000 feet from a house driveway

"Every indication was there was

some alcohol involved, which of

course lowers your ability to handle

cold air," Graham said.

Authorities have questioned

Henderson s stepfather, Charles E.

Dixon Jr., who has been convicted

three times for beating his wife.

Police say there is no indication

Dixon had been beaten before her

death.

Charles Dixon was charged with

two ‘counts of battery for allegedly

beating Mrs. Dixon on Nov 4. His

preliminary hearing on the latest

charges was postponed.

Amanda McMurtrey waited on

the Dixons during lunch about 1

p.m. Jan. 2 at Foster‘s Country

Corner Motel. She said the couple

had not been drinking.

"They justseemed like anybody

else," McMurtrey said "They

weren‘t arguing or anything, they

were just having lunch."

Henderson and McKinney are

scheduled to go on trial later this

year and could face the death pen—

alty if convicted.

 

LARAMIE, Wyo. (AP)

guilty of an unrelated charge.

ference with police.

cation last Oct. 7

sentence investigation Jan 12.

death of Matthew Shepard, 21

the Shepard killing.

 

Shepard Suspect Found

Guilty in Unrelated Charge

One of the two suspects in the

* killing of a Gay University of Wyoming student has been found

Russell Henderson, 21 of Laramie was found guilty of inter—

Police said Henderson fled from the scene of a reported alter—

Albany County Court Judge Robert Castor found Henderson
guilty of the charge after a one—hour hearing and ordered a pre—

Henderson and Aaron McKinney, 21, are both charged with
first—degree murder, kidnapping and aggravated robbery in the

Henderson, who remains in jail, is set to be tried March 22 on

  

Safe Harbor Welcomes New Minister
 

By Vincent Astor 

Cathy Switzer arrived in Janu—
ary to become lay pastoral leader
of Safe Harbor Metropolitan Com—
munity Church. Originally from In—
diana, she has lived in Jackson,
Miss, for the last 20 years. Her pre—
decessor was Rev. Greg Bullard who
moved to Nashville last summer.

She is a graduate of the Univer—
— sity of Mississippi Medical School;

her degree in theology is from Mis—
sissippi Baptist Seminary, an Afri—

can—American school. She chose
this seminary because, " Professors
there were in their youth very ac—
tive in the civil rights movement.
They learned how to maintain a

sense of activism and still preserve
your faith." There were issues to
be dealt with but, "on the whole,
they accepted me."

She is very impressed with —
Memphis, and a lot of very nice
Memphians. She is also impressed
with attendance at Safe Harbor.
"People make an effort to come,"
she says. Jackson is a smaller com—
munity, three bars and two
churches. Jackson‘s MCC of the

Rainbow was formed on Palm Sun—
day, 1983. It began with five people
and has 30 members now She has
served as lay leader there since 1996.

She first served and was or—
dained in St. Stephen‘s Community

Church, a non—denominational
church formed at the height of
AIDS crisis out of the Gay and

Lesbian community. "In 1987 there
was no ministry to PWAs in Jack—
son. St. Stephen‘s was active in the
community, giving support to
AIDS patients, helping to establish

things. Then the Episcopal AIDS

group formed, thenECHO, Whis—
pering Pines Hospice and home
hospice care were organized. St.
Stephen‘s then passed out of exist—
ence; it had outlived its useful—
ness." She will schedule ordination

in MCC next year,

Services at Safe Harbor con—
tinue on Sundays at 11 am and 7
p.m. in the Good Shepherd Chapel
of Union Avenue United Method—
ist Church, Cooper at Union. The
chapel entrance faces Union.

 

 

Are you living with

HIV/AIDS and need help?

Now there‘s an answer.

Family Services of the Mid—South has been

awarded a grant to provide a variety of ser—

vices tohelp people with HIV/AIDS improve
‘—— their lives.

You may be eligible to receive:
* Case Management
* Housing Placement
* Support groups for individuals,
partners, family members

* Individual and family counseling
* Resource Identification
* Emergency assistance for food,

rent, medicine, utilities.

If you‘d like more information on

these free services, call 452—6208

and ask for information about

HOPWA

(Housing Opportunities for People with AIDS)

Published as a public service of The Triangle Journal News.
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Effort to Pass Wyoming Hate Crime Law Wins

Governor‘s Endorsement
 

By Robert W Black

Associated Press Writer

CHEYENNE, Wyo. (AP) —
Wyoming Gov. Jim. Geringer is
backing a new effort for a hate
crime law, though supporters ex—
pect a difficult time in the Legisla—
ture despite last year‘s beating
death of a Gay college student.

State lawmakers have rejected
similar measures four times since
1995. Even the measure‘s sponsor
Democratic state Sen Rich
Cathcart, says opponents "have a
pretty good argument." nese

Geringer, a Republican who
never took a stand on the earlier

measures, expressed support for
Cathcart‘s measure. He mentioned
general support for the idea in his
State of the State address in Janu—
ary.

On Jan 15, Geringer said he
wants a law "that we believe is
right and (does) not yield to the
external pressure that could be out
there."

Wyoming, one of nine states
without. a hate crimes law, has
drawn attention since Matthew
Shepard, 21, was found beaten and
tied to a ranch fence last October.
He died fivedaysafter the attack, —
which authorities said was moti—
vated in part by Shepard‘s homo—

sexuality. Two men were charged
with murder.

So far, four bills proposing bias
crime legislation have been filed.

The bill agreed to by Geringer
and Cathcart, a slight expansion of
Cathcart‘s original wording, says
an increased penalty could be im—
posed for a crime if a victim was
selected "because of the
defendant‘s bias or prejudice
against a group to which the vic—
tim belongs or is perceived by the
defendant to belong." It does not
list specific groups.

The measure would increase the _
maximum fine for a felony by up
to $5,000 and the maximum prison

Maryland Governor Offers Bill to Ban

Discrimination Against Gays
 

By Tom Stuckey

Associated Press Writer

ANNAPOLIS, Md. (AP) —
Gov. Parris Glendening, prompted
by memories of a brother who died
of AIDS after hiding his homo—
sexuality throughout a long mili—
tary career, will sponsor legislation
this year to ban discrimination
against Gays and Lesbians.

Glendening has endorsed simi—
lar legislation in the past, but this
year it will be part of his official
administration legislative package.
His bill would add sexual orienta—
tion to a law that already bans dis—
crimination in housing and
employment because of sex, age,
race and religion.

Kathleen Nieberding—Ryan,
who has lobbied for the bill the past
few years, said the governor‘s de—
cision to make it part of his pro—
gram "will help break down some
of our barriers."

"I‘ve worked on this bill for a
long time," said Nieberding—Ryan,
lobbyist for Maryland NOW and
former lobbyist for the Free State

Justice Campaign, an organization
representing Gays and Lesbians.

"Each year we‘ ve inched closer
and closer, but could not secure the
one or two votes needed for pas—
sage," she said.

Richard Dowling, head of the
Maryland Catholic Conference,
said the church has opposed the bill
in the past and probably will do so
again.

"In our tradition, discrimination
against any person in regard to basic
human rights is a sin," Dowling said.

He said that includes people
whose sexual orientation is homo—
sexual, "but orientation and prac—
tice are not the same."

‘"Whether intended or not, this
legislation would have the effect of
legitimating homosexual practice,
and that, in our view, is something
government should not do,"
Dowling said.

Glendening said it was difficult
for his brother to live with the
knowledge that his career in the Air
Force would be ruined if his homo—
sexuality had been discovered.

"No one should be in fear of

their job, no matter what their oc—
cupation, because of their sexual
orientation," he said.

Baltimore city and three coun—
ties — Howard, Montgomery and
Prince George‘s — have local laws
protecting the rights of Gays and
Lesbians. f

Dowling said there is no evi—
dence from the experience in those
subdivisions that there is a signifi—
cant degree of discrimination
against homosexuals.

But Tracy Conaty, communica—
tions director for the National Gay
and Lesbian Task Force in Wash—
ington, said discrimination "is a
fact of life for many Gay and Les—
bian people."

"This law is needed because it
is still legal in the state of Mary—
land to fire somebody simply be—
cause they are Gay, Lesbian, .
bi—sexual or trans—gendered," she
said.

"Gov. Glendening is showing
real leadership, in not only recog—
nizing that fact but addressing it,"
Conaty said.

Montana Study in Mice Suggests

Approach for AIDS Virus Vaccine

WASHINGTON (AP) — A
vaccine that attacks HIV at a vul—
nerable moment of the deadly vi—
rus‘ infection cycle has been shown
to be effective in laboratory tests,
say researchers in Missoula, Mont.

In studies at the University of
Montana, researchers developed
antibodies in mice that attacked
HIV, the virus that causes AIDS,
just as the virus was in the process
of fusing with target cells.
A report on the study was pub—

lished Jan. 15 in the journal Sci—
ence.

This fusion process, the re—
searchers said, exposed HIV mol—
ecules that are not open to attack

at other times in the infection cycle.
These molecules were then in—

jected into laboratory mice. The
injected mice, which had been ge—
netically manipulated to respond to
HIV, made antibodies against the
fusion molecules.
When tested in laboratory

dishes against actual samples of
HIV, the mouse antibodies were
able to neutralize 23 of 24 strains
of the virus.

Montana researchers said the
study shows an encouraging new
approach to. HIV vaccine but the
substances in the laboratory stud—
ies could not be used safely in hu—
mans. Also, it is not certain if

humans could develop antibodies
such as those produced by the labo—
ratory mice, the researchers said in
a statement.
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sentence by up to five years for a
bias crime.

Another bill, sponsored by
Democratic Sen. Jayne Mockler,
enhances the penalty if a victim
was selected "because of the
actor‘s belief or perception regard—
ing the race, religion, color, disabil—
ity, sexual orientation, national
origin or ancestry of that person."

Cathcart said such lists exclude
many individuals.

"When I was in college on the
rodeo team, Lremember a group of

fellows bragging about taking
sheep shears and cutting this
hippie‘s hair off. That was assault
and it should have been prosecuted
and it was a bias crime," he said.

But he also sees the argument
against them.

"The U.S. Constitution gives us
the right to hate anyone we want.
When we act on that hatred, then
we commit a crime and we have
laws on the books already that
make those acts a crime," Cathcart
said.
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Georgia Commission Deletes Gay Men from Teachers‘ Guide on

Holocaust; "Erase Hate, Not History" Implores Task Force
WASHINGTON —The Geor—

gia Commission on the Holocaust
has deleted from a teachers‘ guide
the only two paragraphs address—
ing the persecution of Gay men in
the Holocaust. The National Gay
and Lesbian Task Force denounced
the commission‘s action.

There was a rally Jan. 7 in At—
lanta of the Gay, Lesbian, bisexual,
and transgender. (GLBT) commu—
nity and its allies within the Jew—
ish community who. have
denounced the commission‘s ac—
tion.

In addition, on Jan. 8 commu—
— nity leaders—met with the Georgia
Holocaust Commission to demand
a reprinting of the guide with the
deleted paragraphs reinserted.
They will also request thatare—
source booklet on Gays in the Ho—
locaust published by the U.S.
Holocaust Memorial Museum be
distributed to middle school teach—
ers along with the guide. —

Jane Seville, a board member of
the National Gay and Lesbian Task
Force and a former board member
of Bet Haverim, a GLBT syna—
gogue in Atlanta, attended the
meeting along with Harry Knox of
Georgia Equality Project and Steve
Kovall of the Atlanta Executive
Network.

Below is a statement from Task
Force executive director Kerry
Lobel followed by the two para—
graphs that were deleted from the
guide:

"This decision by the commis—
sion is deeply troubling and dan—
gerous. The Holocaust has taught
us about the insidiousness of hate
and intolerance, which can take
root quickly and deeply in a soci—
ety. The Holocaust has taught us
to be vigilant against hatred, intol—
erance, and ignorance— in all their
forms and manifestations.

As a Jew, I am chilled by this
—attempt toerase Gaymen from the
pages of Holocaust history It is
hate we must erase, not history.
How ironic that this curriculum,
intended to teach tolerance and
understanding, will now foster
more misunderstanding and intol—
erance.

It is our hope that the commis—
sioners will take the lessons of the
Holocaust to heart. If they do, then
they will have no other choice but
to include in the curriculum the full
truth about the persecution of Gay
men by the Nazis. We implore the
commissioners to look to the work

of the United States Holocaust
Museum in Washington, D.C.,
where the stories of Gay men, Les—

 

 

Spirituality

in Theory

and Practice.

Idlewild Presbyterian Church

1750 Union

All are welcome .

Sundays —— Services 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Tuesdays —— Service of Wholeness 5:30 p.m.

Wednesdays —— Church Night Dinner 5:30 p.m.
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bians, and bisexuals are woven into
every aspect of Holocaust history

The words of Pastor Martin
Niemoller serve us well in remem—
bering the Holocaust‘s most impor—
tant lesson to all humanity:

"In Germany they first came for
the communists and I didn‘t speak
up because I wasn‘t a communist.
Then they came for the Jews, and I
didn‘t speak up because I wasn‘t a
Jew. Then they came for the trade
unionists, and I didn‘t speak up
because I wasn‘t a trade unionist.
Then they came for the Catholics,
and I didn‘t speak up because I was

a protestant. Then they came for me
and by that time no one was left

to speak up."

The two paragraphs deleted

from the guide were:

"German male homosexuals
were targeted and arrested because
they would not breed the master
race: they were an affront to the
Nazi macho image."

"The doors of the third [cattle]
car open and the homosexuals spill
forth, males only, because as

Himmler concluded, ‘Lesbians can
give birth.‘ The taunting jeers, and
blows of the guards stun the men.

They will stay a night and then be

rerouted to Sachsenhausen and

Buchenwald to be with their kind.

The pink triangle they will soon
wear is a result of a judgment that
they have broken Article 175A, by
sexual act, by kissing, by embrac—

ing, by fantasy and thought. Some

will be given an opportunity to re—

cant by successfully completing

sexual activity with a woman in the

camp brothel. Most others will find

themselves tormented from all

sides as they struggle to avoid be—

ing assaulted, raped, worked, and

beaten to—death."— x3

AOL Removes Online Thesaurus Over
Synonyms Derogatory to Gays

DULLES, Va. (AP)— America
Online and the Merriam—WebsterInc. web site have temporarily re—moved a thesaurus that included
two slurs among synonyms for the
word "homosexual."

The thesaurus is being reworkedto remove all synonyms for "ho—mosexual," including "fruit" and
"faggot," and to clarify symbols
that indicate potentially offensivewords.

Merriam—Webster, published in
Springfield, Mass., and Dulles—
basedAOL, which licenses the the—
saurus from Merriam—Webster,
took the thesaurus offline Jan. 15.

Deborah Burns, Merriam—
Webster‘s director of marketing,
said the company decided Jan. 11
to remove all synonyms for "ho—
mosexual" to conform with a 25—
year—old policy not to offer entries

for racial or ethnic groups such asJews, Hispanics or Blacks, Ms:Burns said.
"Along the way, we should haveincorporated sexual groups intothat same policy " she said.
Merriam—Webster, a leading

publisher of dictionaries and lan—
guage reference books, is checkingits Collegiate Thesaurus for otherdisparaging entries.

"But first, we‘re making an
apology about this. We were in er—ror in a couple of ways, and we‘reglad someone has brought it to ourattention," she said.

Gay—rights groups learned of thewords after a radio talk show host
typed the word "homosexual" intoAOL‘s thesaurus database , saw the
synonyms and e—mailed them to a
friend at GAYBC Radio Network,
an Internet—based audio news ser—
 

 

 

Science
. by Dr. Simon LeVay
~ will return next month   

Uss

NATIONALLY CERTIFIED MASSAGE THERAPIST

GENTLE, RELAXING
FULL BODY MASSAGE

161—7977 GIFT CERTIFICATES
 

vice.
The quick action by AOL, the

world‘ s largest online service, andMerriam—Webster pleased the Gayand Lesbian Alliance AgainstDefamation.
GLAAD spokeswoman Cathy

Renna said the group was not call—
ing for the synonyms to be deleted,
but that they be presented as de—
rogatory and highly offensive.

"It‘ s not that they are words thatpeople don‘t know and don‘t use,but in 1999, they are words that
should be presented in some sort
of context," she said.

Burns said the online thesaurus
included symbols that indicate such
words have "limited use," usuallymeaning they are derogatory, and
that people should check the words
in a dictionary before using them.
But to find the key explaining the
symbols, online users had to click
through five additional pages.
When the thesaurus goes back

online, she said, the key will ap—
pear on the same page with the syn—
onyms. Similar changes will be
made in the next printed version of
the thesaurus.
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Most Gay Cops Keep Quiet Despite EffortsPHILADELPHIA (AP) — Al—though both police and friends sayPhiladelphia s first openly Gaypolice recruit killed himself for rea—sons that had nothing to do with hisjob, the 26—year—old‘s suicide has_put the spotlight on the police de—partment and its relations with theGay community.While the Philadelphia policedepartment has recently taken stepsto reach out to Gays, its actionscame later than did those of mostother major cities. Traditionally,Gays in this city have been waryof the police. :It wasn‘t until recently thatthings changed — when ThomasG. Kalt graduated from the PoliceAcademy and became the first todo so while publicly disclosing that

he is Gay. But on Jan 5, Kalt signedresignation papers beginning hisseverance from the department.The next day, he walked to a grassyarea just two blocks from Indepen—dence Hall, pulled out the serviceweapon he still had not turned in,and shot himself.Despite an abrupt and violentend .to what was intended to be apositive turnaround in the policeforce, Gay rights groups say thereis still reason to praise thedepartment‘s efforts to reach out toGays this year."Until recently, the efforts havebeen deplorable," said AndrewPark, the executive director of thePhiladelphia Center for Lesbianand Gay Civil Rights. "But that haschanged dramatically."

Police Commissioner John F.Timoney, who began his job lastMarch, is the reason for the change,Park said."Timoney was the liaison to theGay and Lesbian community whenhe was deputy commissioner inNew York," Park said. "He realizedit‘s hard to protect a communityyou don‘ t know, and there are timeswhen it‘s important to know thecommunity to solve the crime."Police said the first efforts toreach out to Gays meant convinc—ing them that police wanted to fightcrime against Gays. Now Timoneyis working to get Gays to feel com—fortable serving as officers.‘"My promise, my guarantee, ifyou will, is we‘ll provide an open,non—hostile environment,"
New Jersey Top Court Hears Appeal
on Boy Scout Ruling By Thomas MartelloAssociated Press Writer
TRENTON, New Jersey (AP)—— An ousted homosexual BoyScouts leader has asked NewJersey‘s highest court toapply the state‘s anti—dis—crimination law ratherthan the Scouts‘ "morallystraight" code to his ap—peal for reinstatement.The Boy Scouts ofAmerica asked the courtduring two hours of oralarguments Jan. 5 to over—turn a 1998 appeals courtdecision saying dismissalof Matawan assistantscoutmaster James Daleviolated state anti—dis—crimination law.Dale‘s attorneys told the courtthe Boy Scouts are not protectedby First Amendment rights of ex—pression because discriminatingagainst Gays is not the specificpurpose for which the group wasformed. fAttorneys for both sides pre—

 

 

dicted the case could land in theU.S. Supreme Court, saying theywould appeal if the state court rulesagainst them. &George Davidson, an attorneyfor the Boy Scouts, said the grouphas a right to pick its ownleaders without interferencefrom "an all—powerfulstate.""An essential part of theBoy Scout message is to bemorally straight," Davidsonsaid. "The view that homo—sexual conductis an accept—able way of conductingoneself is not morallystraight."Evan Wolfson, repre—‘senting Dale for theLambda Legal Defense andEducation Fund, said the state‘slaws against discrimination "aresimply too compelling" to overturnthe appeals court ruling."The Boy Scouts‘ hierarchy hasa policy of discrimination, but it isnot a specific purpose of the orga—nization, the reason that broughtmembers together," Wolfson said.

She said there is no mention of apolicy excluding homosexuals inthousands of pages of Boy Scoutliterature.Dale, 24, earned 30 meritbadges, seven achievement honorsand other awards, and was an EagleScout during his 12 years in theorganization. He was expelled in1990.A lower courtjudge ruled in theScouts favor in 1995, calling ho—mosexuality "a serious moralwrong" and agreeing with the BoyScouts that the group is a privateorganization and has a constitu—tional right to decide who can be—long.In overturning that decision lastMarch, an appeals court said Dale‘s"exemplary journey through theBoy Scouts of America ranks astestament enough that these stereo—typical notions about homosexualsmust be rejected."Dale, who attended the hearing,said that to him, being morallystraight "is to be true to yourself,to be honest and open, and to be amember of your community."

y Philadelphia Police Dept.
Timoney said in an interview withThe Philadelphia InquirerTimoney has pledged to appointan officer to serve as a liaison tothe Gay community and is fillingthat position himself until he makesthe appointment.Park said his conversations inthe past year with about 20 Lesbi—ans and Gay men on the policeforce have shown a variety of atti—tudes in different police districts.At one end of the spectrum, Parksaid he‘s heard of some districtswhere Gays are treated so well thatofficers bring their Gay partners tosocial functions. At the other ex—treme, he said, officers use anti—Gay slurs during horseplayUnlike other major cities, Phila—delphia has no organization ofGay
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police officers. Kalt was workingon forming one, said New Yorkpolice Sgt. Edgar Rodriguez, thepresident of the Gay Officers Ac—tion League.Rita Addessa, the executive di—rector of the Philadelphia Lesbianand Gay Task Force, said effortsto reach out to the Gay communityby recruiting officers through adsin Gay newspapers and outreachefforts at bookstores and commu—nity events are not going to beenough unless Timoney takes ac—tion "to seriously discipline offic—ers who are anti—Gay ... and createsan environment and culture that iswelcoming of diversity in realityand not just rhetoric."
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Science Teacher Fights Transfer of Kids Based on His Homosexuality
BAKERSFIELD, Calif. (AP)

— Parents unhappy with a Gay

teacher began pulling kids from

his science class until 15 of the

eighth graders were gone, trans—

fers the onetime teacher—of—the—

year claims were illegal because

they were based solely on his

sexual orientation.

"When it comes to being ho—

mosexual in Bakersfield, there‘s

a lot of hatred, a lot of misun—

derstanding and a total lack of

information," said James

Merrick, who became the focus

of controversy after publicly ob—

jecting to an official‘s ho—

mophobic comments last May

Merrick challenged the Rev

Douglas Hearn, a member of the

Kern County Human Relations

Commission who stated pub—

licly that all homosexuals were

sick and he wouldn‘t want his

child to be taught by a Gay
teacher. His child wasn‘t in the
61—year—old teacher‘s class.

Discharges Increasing Despite

‘Don‘t Ask, Don‘t Tell‘ Policy

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Gays
and Lesbiansare being discharged
from the Air Force in increasing
numbers despite the don‘t ask,
don‘t tell, don‘t pursue" policy, ac—
cording to a published report.

In a copyright story, the San
Antonio Express—News reported
Jan. 22 that the Air Force dis—
charged 414 airmen in fiscal year
1998, the highest number of self—
described homosexuals forced out
of the service since the controver—
sial policy became law early in
1994.
Gay rights advocacy groups say

the Air Force figures confirm their
view that the military is ignoring
the policy

Lackland AFB, located in San
Antonio, led the way in Air Force
discharges of Gays and Lesbians,

accounting for 271 basic trainees
severed from the service in the fis—
cal year that ended in September,
the newspaper reported.

The Air Education and Training
Command at Randolph AFB,
which oversees basic training, de—
nied that Lackland had violated
"don‘t ask, don‘t tell."
AETC spokesman Dave Smith

said those leaving the Air Force last
year did so after voluntarily admit—
ting they were Gay or Lesbian.

The numbers tell a different
story, according to the leader of a
Washington, D.C., Gay advocacy
group.

"Wehave also heard that spin
before from the Air Force," said
Michelle Benecke, co—director of
Servicemembers Legal Defense
Network, which helps enlistees and
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officers tossed from the military
under the policy

"And it‘s been shown that the
real reason for Gay discharges is
that commanders continue to ask,
pursue and harass people (who)
they suspect are Gay," she told the
newspaper.

The policy allows Gays and
Lesbians to remain in uniform and
forbids commanders from ques—
tioning them about their sexual ori—
entation.

Gays and Lesbians may serve in
the military so long as they keep
their sexual orientation to them—
selves and don‘t engage in homo—
sexual acts.

Since the policy was put in
place, 3,207 people have been or—
dered out of the four armed services
and Coast Guard through 1997, Ms.
Benecke said.

The number of Gays and Lesbi—
ans discharged from the military
had generally declined from 1982
— when 1,998 were returned to
civilian status — through 1993,
when 682 were ousted.

The Air Force discharged 309
airmen for revealing they were Gay
or Lesbian in 1997, up from 282 in
1996.

The vast majority of those leav—
ing the Air Force under the policy
last year gave voluntary statements,
while 22 were dismissed for engag—
ing in homosexual acts.

They were among 4,131 Air
Force recruits discharged last year
before completing basic training,
Lackland spokeswoman IreneWitt
said.

Gay—rights activists blame the
military for the rising discharges.

"This don‘t ask, don‘t tell policy
was a policy sleight of hand, a po—
litical shell game which, ironically, ..

7
has intensified the ousting of
people thought to be Gay or Les—
bian," said Rob Blanchard, a San
Antonio—based state vice president
of the Log Cabin Republicans, a
nationwide group of 15,000 Gays.

Kenneth Bacon, a spokesman
for Defense Secretary William
Cohen, said he had not seen the Air
Force‘s latest numbers and
wouldn‘t comment on them. But he
noted that a nearly year—old De:
fense Department report concluded
don‘t ask, don‘t tell had been en—
forced.

"He said Gays were sick, that
they shouldn‘t be teachers: I just
couldn‘t stand for that," said
‘Merrick, who then wrote a let—
ter to The Bakersfield Califor—
nian. The newspaper soon pub—
lished stories about Hearn‘s
comments, and Merrick became
active in an effort to force Hearn
to resign.

Hearn told the Los. Angeles
Times in an interview published
in December that he stands by
his remarks.

"I don‘t think the classroom
is the place for a Gay teacher,"
he said. ‘"They don‘t realize any—
thing is wrong with them. We
all know that they‘re physically,
mentally and spiritually sick."

Parents began pulling kids
out of Merrick‘s classes in Sep—
tember, saying the teacher‘s
mannerisms were distracting
and the language he used in
front of students was suspect.

"His body movements are
different than a normal man
teacher He rubs his hands over
his chest and makes boys in
class uncomfortable," said Mary
Ann Ronk, who removed her
foster son from Merrick‘s class.

"His use of the English lan—
guage is also just plain weird.
When a student talks too loud,
he‘1l tell them, ‘Your voice mo—
lests me.‘ In my book, that‘s in—
appropriate behavior for any
teacher," the woman said.

Merrick filed a discrimina—
tion complaint with the state‘s
Division of Labor Standards
Enforcement and another with
the rural Rio Bravo—Greeley
Union School District, a one—
campus district of 800 students.
Discrimination for sexual orien—
tation is illegal in California, he
said.

The California Teachers As—
sociation and the Lambda Legal
Defense and Education Fund in
Los Angeles were considering
filing separate lawsuits on
Merrick‘s behalf

. "It‘s very common for Gay
teachers to feel they must be
closeted, that if their sexual ori—
entation becomes known,
they‘ll be fired or harassed so
severely they‘ll have to quit,"

Lambda attorney Jennifer Pizer
said. "What‘s unusual about this
case is that a teacher has the
willingness to stand up and chal—
lenge it."

Del Gardner, a state teachers
union spokesman in Bakers—
field, said the state labor code
prohibits "different treatment in
any aspect of employment on
the basis of actual or perceived
sexual orientation."

Merrick‘s principal, Ernie
Unruh, said he told complain—
ing parents that a teacher‘s
sexual orientation wasn‘t a le—
gal reason for a transfer but he
pulled the students anyway, say—
ing he was just following school
district policy that gives parents
a say in such matters.

"Our position is that we‘ve
always given parents the last say
about their kids," said Rio
Bravo—Greeley district Superin—
tendent Gerald Higbee. "We tell
them, ‘They‘re your children.
You‘ve just loaned them to us
for six hours each day. And if
we‘re not meeting your needs,
then we‘re missing the boat."

Merrick told the Californian:
"When you pull a child out of
my class, you defame me. You
create fear I will harm your chil—
dren so you discredit me."

Merrick, the divorced father
of four grown children who now
lives with a male partner, said
his coming out has made him a
pariah at the tiny school amid
San Joaquin Valley alfalfa fields
near Interstate 5.
He says the student exodus

has also strained his relations
with the remaining 165 students
in his classes.
He hopes the complaint will

combat attitudes that homosexu—
als are potential child predators.

‘"There‘s no doubt some par—
ents believe I will attempt to
convert their children to homo—
sexuality or that I‘ll put a move
on them after class," he said.
‘"Not only do they not believe
that Gays are proper role mod—
els for their kids, they‘re re—
pulsed and sickened by them.
"And in this community,

they‘re not afraid to speak out
about it."
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Tennessee‘s First—Ever Statewide

Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgendered

Civil Rights Rally

MARCH 21, 1999 mame _

nl I”
£
2UInS

TENNESSEE

 

   # ;  

 

Come celebrate in Nashville
March 20: Events at World‘s End,
The Chute, and Your WayCafe

March 21: The Rally
Lesbian Nashville LGCJP.O. Box 22901Nashville, TN 37202

voice mail: 615—298—LGCJ (5425)e—mail: Igcj@lgcj.orgweb site: www.lgcj.org/~lgcj

Memphis LGC]P.O. Box 241363Memphis, TN 38124
contact: Jim Maynard 901—327—2677e—mail: Igcj@gaymemphis.comweb page: www.gaymemphis.com/lgcj

 

Rooms available at Days Inn on West End Avenue for $59 flate rate, one to four persons.Call 615.327.0922 and ask for "Equality Begins at Home" rate.
 Page22—TriangleJournal,News ——February 1999,



 

      

j4

@

Sad to say... New readers

should know that I was diagnosed

with having HIV in September

1993, and with full—blown AIDS

in February 1994. Often I use this *

article as a tool to educate and in—

form others about the disease, as

well as to share my own experi—

ences with those living with the

virus. ‘ll start right off by shar—

ing with you, as I have always,

the results of my most recent

doctor‘s visit. I have known for

some time that my current medi—

cations are failing, but now we

are certain. At one time I cel—

ebrated an undetectable viral

load. Over time it has slowly

risen, and my most recent blood

work (December) shows my vi—

ral load has increased to 11,000

from 7,277 (September) and my

T—cells are down to 352 from 421.

Once the viral load has been un—

detectable,a viral load of 10,000

is the marker to consider a new

course in medication therapy

Happy to hear... I am not pan—

icked by these test results, and af—

ter a long discussion with my

doctor, we have decided to stay

the course with my current cock—

tail of 3TC (Epivir), d4T (Zerit)

and Viracept. We are, however

adding Hydrea (Hydroxyuea) to

boost the power of my meds,

hopefully improving my counts.

We will closely monitor the

progress, and I will share this in—

formation with you.

Sad to say... Once you have

been on a medication and leave

it, you very seldom can take it

again. It doesn‘t do any good any—

more. This was a major factor in

my decision to keep with my cur—

rent regimen as I have been

through most of the meds already

When I make the change, it will

be at a time I determine.

Happy to hear... I feel good,

and that‘s my marker, not some

number But I know that I am

only delaying the inevitable.

Sad to say... Now that I have

shared, now let me preach a little.

I have heard some folks say they

quit taking the meds but started

back after a couple of weeks or

even a month. If this describes

you, don‘t waste your time. You

have already caused damage to

yourself by allowing the virus to

build a resistance to the medicine.

Tell your doctor and get on a new

regimen, and stick with it!

Happy to hear... I am more

fortunate than most with my

battle against HIV, and I know so

many whose numbers are much

worse than mine and doing all

they can to stay healthy So I get

thoroughly pissed with the ones

who abuse the opportunity to

keep themselves healthyTo them

By Butch Valentine

 

I say: "Wake Up!"
Sad to say... Viagra works

wonders, but many men don‘t
want to wait the hour it takes to
take effect.

Happy to hear... A newer ver—
sion of Viagra, dispensed as a na—
sal spray, will soon be on the
market. Glory be, it‘s suppose
give you an erection in only five
minutes! You guys better be care—
ful and not get your inhalers
mixed up. Poppers and Viagra
together can be lethal.

Sad to say... ‘Tis a pity there
is such a huge and divirive debate
over same—sex marriages in the
churches, such as the United

Methodist Church. At 8.5 million
members, it is this nation‘s third
largest denomination, making re—
cent developmentsmost interest—
ing.

Happy to hear... Nearly 100
of UMC‘s ministers gathered in
Sacramento and gave an elaborate
public blessing to the marriage of
Jeanne Barnett and Ellie
Charlton, a Lesbian couple in
their 60s who have lived together

for 15 years. More than 1,000
church members from throughout
the western region, many of
whom had never met the couple,
attended the joyful ceremony, but
because the couple had previ—

ously exchanged vows, it was
more like a protest. "This is our
lunch counter, this is our freedom

ride," said one supporter
Sad to say... The attending

ministers, as well as dozens of—
Methodist clergymen nationwide
who sent petitions in support of
the couple and the ceremony,
have endangered their positions
within the church, and could be
.defrocked if put on trial for vio—
lating church doctrines.

Happy to hear... So far fewer
than 500 of more than 50,000

Methodist ministers have signed
off on the idea of performing same— .
sex marriages, but the Sacramento
ceremony signaled outright defi—
ance of the church‘s position. I pre—
dict our society will become more
enlightened in the new millennium,
and same—sex unions will be legal
as well as recognized by the
churches. After all, you cannot sup—
press or repress what is right and

just.
Sad to say... People have a 20

percent likelihood of having de—
pression at one time in their lives;
experiencing symptoms such as
severe sadness, hopelessness, ex—
haustion, sleep and eating changes,
and anxiety and apathy After my
initial HIV diagnosis, I suffered
through these excruciating feel—
ings, and tried to take prescribed
medications to get me through this
tough time. However, the drugs
took three weeks at best to take ef—
fect. Man, I needed relief then‘! Not

in three weeks!
Happy to hear... It‘s worked

against smoking and motion sick—
ness, so why not depression. Sci—
entists are testing a patch to deliver
one of the most effective and
underused antidepressants ever de—
veloped for the common mental
disorder: monoamine oxidase in—
hibitors. Developed in the 1950s,
they were very seldom prescribed
because of the extremely prohibi—
tive dietary restrictions. The patch
delivers the drug directly to the
blood stream, bypassing the stom—
ach and liver. It‘s like getting the
drug intravenously, but without the
needle. The first 89 patients who
received this new treatment re—
ported feeling better within one
week.

Sad to say... One of the major
side effects of antidepressants is the
increase of cavities and mouth in—
fections. These drugs reduce saliva
production, causing dry mouth syn—
drome, which can interfere with the
removal of bacteria from our teeth _
andgums.

Happy to hear... Do yourself a
favor if you are on antidepressants
and drink lots of water. Speaking
of unpleasant matters...

Sad to say...

grocery shopping, but maybe
_wouldn‘tmind it so much if I lived
in England.

Happy to hear... British super—
market chain Tesco is considering
introducing naked shopping nights,

with health and safety concerns.
permitting.—Nudists would be al—
lowed to browse the aisles after
closing one night a week, undress—
ing inside the store and redressing
before leaving. Store employees
who volunteer to work the nude
shift would.be paid time—and—a—half
and could remained clothed. (Hell,
see the sights AND get paid!)
Health and safety concerns? I guess
there could be rules about squeez—
ing the fruit and thumping the mel—
ons.

Sad to say... James Hormel was

approved by the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee to serve as
ambassador to Luxemborg, but
Senate Majority Leader and Re—
publican Righteous Wonder Trent:
Lott (R—Miss) didn‘t allow his
nomination to get to the floor be—
cause Hormel is Gay

Happy to hear... Clinton has re—
nominated Hormel, and with a new
Congress, maybe fairness will pre—
vail. The votes are there, now get
it to the floor for a vote.

Sad to say... All this impeach—
ment stuff The Republican Righ—
teous Wonders just won‘ t let loose
of this, despite what the public
wants.

Happy to hear... Nothing has
left a taste like this since the long
ago days of complete oral sex.

 

I just hate to go.

 

 

 

 

    

MEMPHIS‘ FINEST ANDMOST COMPLETE —

ADULT ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS
VIDEO RENTALS AND SALES, PREVIEW BOOTHS AND MIN—THEATRES

(Brooks Road Only)

Fantasy Warehouse #1 (North)
791 N. White Station Rd.. _ _

(Open 24 hours)
683—9649

Executive South (East)
1847 E. Brooks Rd. |

345—0825

Fantasy Warehouse #4 (North)
2532 N. Watkins

358—8642

AWE NOW CARRY M—PEGS

and checks accepted at #1 and Executive South

  

OPEN 7 DAYS  

MASSAGE BY SABRINA

BYAPPOINTMENT ONLY

DISCREET — SAFE — BISEXUAL

Singles and Couples Welcome

Also have Bi Male Friend

Both Open—minded & Adventurous

REASONABLE RATES 353—5849
 
 

 

$1.49/min.
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WhoWere Havelock and Edith Lees

British researcher Havelock

Ellis is remembered in Gay history

as the man who made "sexual in—

version" a household word. What

is less well known is that Ellis, who

was heterosexual, became in—

trigued with the topic because his

wife, Edith Lees Ellis, was a Les—

bian.

Though Havelock Ellis (1859—

1939) was trained as a doctor, he

never practiced medicine. Instead,

he made his living writing treatises

on topics that complemented his

socialist politics. In his first book,

The New Spirit (1890), for ex—

ample, Ellis spelled out his

marriage. As Ellis later putit, their

union was an "affectionate com—

radeship, in which the specific

emotions of sex had the smallest

part, yet a union ... able to attain ...

a passionate intensity of love."

The Ellises had separate in—

comes and separate residences,

though they spent part of each year

together. Lees Ellis had a small in—

heritance, but she also supported

herself by giving lectures on femi—

nist topics, which were subse—

quently printed and sold as,

pamphlets. In the mid—1890s, she

began writing fiction and plays,

while Ellis started work on his

 

 

thoughts about the relationship be—

tween men and women. While he

abhorred the militancy of the suf—

frage movement, Ellis‘s belief that

"the average level of women‘s in—

telligence is fully equal to that of
"50>

men‘s" was unusual for his day

The book caught the attention of

Edith Lees (1861—1916), who trav—

eled in the same socialist circles as

Ellis. Friends introduced them in

1890, and Lees and Ellis quickly

became close friends. No physical

attraction, however, seemed to de—

velop between them.

In fact, their sexual passions

were for other people. A short time

before he met Lees, Ellis had been

invo ved with novelist Olive

Schreiner, who left him for another

man. Lees‘s intimate attachments

had primarily been with women.

What prompted Ellis and Lees

to marry in 1891 despite their lack

of sexual attraction for each other

seems to have been a common in—

terest in creating an ideal socialist

seven—volume opus, Studies in the

Psychology ofSex.

During the months when she

lived away from her husband, Lees

Ellis had a succession of "good

friends," women whom Ellis soon

realized were her lovers. Within a

few years of their marriage, Ellis,

too, began having extramarital af—

fairs Despite the fact that the

Ellises chose an open marriage,

their correspondence reveals a fair

amount ofjealousy on both of their

parts.

In his autobiography, Ellis ac—

knowledged the impetus for his

most famous research, which he

began in 1892. "I had found," he

wrote, "that some of my most

highly esteemed friends were more

or less homosexual (like Edward

Carpenter, not to mention Edith)."

Ellis‘s desire to understand his

wife‘s behavior and to "obtain

sympathetic recognition for sexual

inversion" compelled him to col—

laborate with John Addington

Symonds on a massive study of

homosexuality in men and women.

Symonds, a Gay man, had writ—

ten a historical treatise on same—sex

love in ancient Greece and amassed

a large number of case studies on

homosexuality He had not, how—.

ever, done any research on Lesbi—

ans.

In order to include women in the

study, Ellis interviewed his wife

(who appeared in the book as "Miss

X," speaking frankly about her

Lesbian likes and dislikes) and her

circle of Lesbian friends.

Symonds died in 1893, before

the work was completed, and his

 

family fought to have his name and

the historical essays he contributed

removed from the book before pub—

lication. As a result, Sexual Inver—

sion (1897), with its 27 case studies

of men and six of women, was pub—

lished under Ellis‘s name alone.

Written primarily for doctors

and lawyers, it was the first book

in English to treat homosexuality

as neither a disease nor a crime but

as a naturally occurring phenom—

enon. Ellis was also the first re—

searcher to consider Lesbians

worthy of scientific study,

Like her husband, Lees Ellis

became a defender of homosexu—

ality. On a lecture tour of the

United States, she delivered a

much—publicized lecture on sex at

Chicago‘s Orchestra Hall on Feb.

4, 1915.

"It is our duty," she maintained,

"to see to it that equality of oppor—

tunity ... is given alike to the nor—

mal and the abnormal men and

women in our midst." Ever since

Teen Sues Hospital Over Allegedly

Disclosing He Is Gay

 
By Michael Rubinkam

Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — A

Gay Bradford County teen—ager

who attempted suicide last Febru—

ary is suing the hospital that treated

him, claiming news of his sexual

orientation was leaked by an em—

ployee and eventually spread to his

high school. t

© Greg Congdon, 18, said the dis—

closure made him an instant pariah,

forcing him to forego his senior

year at Troy High School and study

at home by himself

"I was very popular, I hung out

with the popular crowd, and over—

night I became an outcast," said

Congdon, a former football player

and wrestler

The lawsuit, filed in Bradford

County Common Pleas Court, al—

leges that Troy Community Hos—

pital and hospital employee Cindy

Smith breached patient confiden—

tiality, interfered with Congdon‘s

privacy rights and caused him "ex—

treme shame, embarrassment and

humiliation." He is seeking at least

$100,000.

Smith could not be reached, but

hospital president Mark Webster

issued a statement denying the al—

legations and promising to fight the

lawsuit.

Congdon‘s lawyer, Jeffrey P

Osmond of Towanda, said he be—

lieves the suit to be the first of its

kind in Pennsylvania.

"This has been a springboard for

a bunch of health—care providers in

the area to doubly safeguard their

policies so that this doesn‘ t happen

to them," Osmond said.

Congdon said he realized he was

Gay about a month before the sui—

cide attempt. He told no one, terri—

‘fied of the consequences of coming

out to his parents and to a rural,

conservative community. a

"The pressures of having to

keep this huge secret, not being

able to be who I am, the pressure

of sports and school — it all really

added up," Congdon said.

Severely depressed, Congdon ¢

ingested 33 Tylenols in the early

morning hours of Feb. 1, went to

school, and took 10 more. After his

stomach started to hurt, Congdon

went home and told his mother

See Lawsuit on page 32

    

        

       

Ellis?

she was 18, Lees Ellis boldly ad—

mitted, "I have studied woman and

I have loved her " She ended her

oration with a passionate call for

"a new love world."

Though it was a historic mo—

ment, Lees Ellis‘s lecture drew

harsh criticism from Margaret

Anderson, a Lesbian who edited

the Chicago—based journal, The

Little Review. Anderson was angry

that Lees Ellis had been so vague

and cautious in her remarks, and

she took the initiative to write the

first militant defense of Lesbianism

ever published in this country, an

editorial titled "Mrs. Ellis‘s Fail—

ure.

For Lees Ellis, who had been in

shaky health for several years, the

physical and emotional strain of the

lecture tour was too much. She was

also bothered by gossip about her

husband‘s affair with birth control

activist Margaret Sanger Lees Ellis

suffered a nervous breakdown that

spring, and, after a suicide attempt

»

The Coalition for Gay & Lesbian Religious Affairs

invites you to a

prayer Service

and free

Lecture

Chris Glaser

Nationally known speaker, author and advocate for the
spiritual well—being of gay, lesbian, bisexual and

trans—gende

Author ofUncommon

Calling

and

The

Word

isOut,

to name a few

Thursday, February 4th

7:00pm — 9:00pm

Temple Israel

:1376 East Massey Rd.

and hospitalization, she died in

1916.

Ellis spent the year following

his wife‘s death faithfully chroni—

cling their unusual marriage, a

frank account that he would only

allow to be published after his

death.

David Bianco, M.A. is the au—

thor ofModern Jewish History for

Everyone. He can be reached care

of this publication» or at

DaveBianco@aol.com. For more

Past Out, visit www.Gay.net.

For further reading

Grosskurth, Phyllis. it Havelock

Ellis. A Biography (Knopf, 980).

Katz, Jonathan Ned. Gay/Les—

bian Almanac: A New Documen—

tary (Carroll & Graf 1994).

Rowbotham, Sheila, and Jeffrey

Weeks. Socialism and the New

Life: The‘Personal and Sexual

Politics ofEdward Carpenter and

Havelock Ellis (Pluto Press, 1977).
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"tor GAY AND LESBIAN RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS

Memphis, TN 38111—0274

Advocates for Healthy Spirituality
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*
End of a Dry Spell
 

by Vincent Astor 

The worst of relocating the

Faerie Castle is over, and my head

is clear enough to remember what

I should have reported last time.

And so, to work.

Lady A‘s Outing

With Jezebel

Well, we did go out for a bit to

help Jezzybell ‘celebrate her 29th

birthday (her first?). We only were

able to see her for a couple of brief,

shining moments, but we did try.

She wore a dazzling white satin

gown with train which she assured

us was waiting for a future wed—

ding. She had a very successful

evening in front of a predominently

straight crowd at The Loony Bin,

Wed. Jan 20. Part of her comedy

routine is doing it in drag, and she

was very pleased with the response.

This is a talent which she is con—

sciously developing (comedy, not

drag, ninny), and we hope to hear

more good things. She then was

hostess for cocktails at Madison

Flame.

We met her Thursday at In The

Grove (following an earlier happy

hour at Friday‘s) for a visit, and

then moved on for another brief,

shining moment at the new Coo—

per St. Grill. It was Jaime Laine‘s

idea (since she knows so many of

the staff), and we couldn‘t resist go—

ing along. We had a prominent

table in the front room and very

good service; didn‘t get to eat, but

definitely will soon She then

pressed on to even more cocktails

and the first annual Miss Memphis

 

XINIZ & OILIMZ

CARDS AND GIFTS

553 S. Coorer «a MemPHis, TN 38104

(901) 728—6535
 

 

 

Sheridan Lambe, cLecsw

Joyce Schimenti, Lecsw

Specializing in

¥ Relationship Counseling

¥ Grief Counseling f

¥ Depression/Anxiety Counseling

6263 Poplar Ave ¥ Suite 605

901—761—9178

  

Finally, a matter of size

when shorter is better.

During February, the 10% shorter—than—average month,
We‘re offering our residential services for 10% less.

WOLF RIVER
PLUMBING & PIPING

Gene Slater (901) 853—5506 « Matthew Slater (901) 223—5181
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Pride Pageant. Accompanying her

were Jaime, Juwanna Dick, Isis and

the lovely Bianca Paige from Nash—

ville. Bianca was most friendly and

gracious (she is also single and

hunting seriously for a husband),

and we hope to catch a performance

sometime.

Miss Mem—

phis Pride

was won by

Kendall Jack—

son, also win—

ner of last

year‘s Drag

Olympics at

Amnesia. A

d o n a t i 0 n

from the pro—

ceeds ben

g .f i tte—d

Friends For

Life and Jez

hopes to do

this as an an—

nual fund—raiser.

Did we see Chi Chi Macarena s

name on a banner outside of

Cancun in Overton Square?

What We Forgot

To Report

In all the melee, I forgot to men—

tion what a lovely and well—at—

tended Christmas Party was given

by Memphis Pride on Dec. 5. I was

having guests over for birthday

#45, so I arrived rather late. Much

to my surprise, several individuals

had been honored for service to the

organization. former co—chairs

Chet Overstreet, George Ettinger

and myself, as well as MarkJones

for committee service. Carol

Schlicksup and Susan Taranto of

Fully Alive were also.honored for

hosting meetings and programs at

Fully Alive. There is an ad and a

listing, so go there for additional

information on this organization.

It was also in the melee of the

December rush that I was stopped

dead in my tracks, if just for a

minute or two. You know I have

whined for years that I cannot be

everywhere nor do everything. On

the other hand, I am probably the

only queer who visits each and ev—

ery bar once a month (if only to

 

deliver papers). Yes, I know the

Family and Friends staff make

some of the same rounds, but I

don‘t know if they like being re—

ferred to as "queer." Anyhow, the

paper was late and I was tired and

preoccupied and a dozen other

things I

stopped short

in the midst of

a beautiful

fantasyland

which was as

pretty and fes—

tive as any

version of the

Enchanted

Forest I re—

me m bet

Crossroads is

the only glitter

bar for miles

around, but at

Christmas,

they certainly

S

outdid themselves. I will go on

record as being profoundly im—

pressed.

Coming Soon

Feb.4, Temple Israel, 7 p.m.

The Coalition for Gay and Lesbian

Religious Affairs will present a

Prayer Service and Lecture by

Chris Glaser, a prominent Gay

Presbyterian who is the author of

several books relating to Gay spiri—

tuality. Check the ad for details.

Feb. 14, Madison Flame, 7

p.m. 8th Annual King and Queen

of Hearts benefit for Friends For

Life. This year Jimmy Gray (a.k.a.

Dee Dee Whitaker) joins forces

with Aphrodite for a show and auc—

tion with special entertainment.

There‘s an ad elsewhere about this,

too.

Feb. 19, U of M Psychology

Auditorium, 8 p.m. Jamie Ander—

son in concert. She was emcee at

last year‘s Pride Festival and has

played Memphis several times.

Sponsored by B—GALA of U of M.

Feb. 23, Madison Flame, 7:30

p.m. 15th annual Tsarus Man of the

Year Banquet. Hosted every year

by Tsarus, the event includes din—

ner served by clubmembers and

the surprise announcement of the

    

— Ozark Bed & Breakfast —

Exclusive Resort for Men & Women

Hot Tub e Country Club Privileges

Rt. 4, Box 155 « Eureka Springs, AR 72632

(501) 253—5283

 

recipient. Proceeds go to the chat—

ity of the recipient‘s choice.

Feb. 27, Peabody Skyway, 7

p.m. 2nd annual February Benefit

Concert, a tribute to Frank Sinatra,

Doing It Our Way, sponsored by

Friends For Life.

What Else....

In January the Tennessee

Leather Tribe celebrated its fifth

anniversary The Tribe has a new

pledge, just moved here from Lon—

Giland (Long Island) and new

leadership in the club is promising

grand things. An Anna Russell fan

club, maybe?

Welcome to Cathy Switzer Safe

Harbor MCC‘s new lay pastoral

leader She comes to Memphis

from Jackson, Miss., where she has

served MCC of the Rainbow since

1996 and pastored St. Stephen s

Community Church from 1987 to

1996. She is scheduled for ordina—

tion in MCC next year Her formal

installation at Safe Harbor will be

scheduled in the near future.

The Lesbian and Gay Coalition

for Justice adopted by—laws in

January. A state charter is in the

works. Nominations for officers

will take place at the Feb. 2nd

meeting at 7 pm and the first

board will be elected in March.

The Bluff City Sports Associa—

tion has branched out with basket—

ball games three Tuesday nights in

February at Glenview Community

Center from 6—9 p.m.

MGLCC‘s 3rd annual Twinkie

Musem Film Festival is planned for

April 16—18 at U of M. They have

also reserved the Memphis Show—

boat (the big boat) for this year‘s

19th annual Pride River Ride on

Fri., June 18th.

The annual Pride Parade and

Festival will be held Sat., June

19th. The route will be the same

(down Madison to the Overton

Park Shell), but will begin later to

beat at least some of the heat.

A rally will be held on March

21, the first day of spring, at Leg—

islative Plaza in Nashville. Equal—

ity Begins at Home (see the ad).

Final Round

We rely on a lot of friends and

outside sources for information.

We do get out, but a phone call or

a note is a help. It is a pleasure to

find out and write about allof the

good things happening in our Gay

and Lesbian community. Andwe

don‘t like to miss anyone.

Ta, ta.

V.A.
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Put a little

c. H. A. 0. s

in your life

60 S$. Front St.

Memphis, TN 38103

OPEN: (901) 578— V.I.B.E.

Saturdays.........11 p.m. til 6 a.m.

$7 cover — Complimentary giveaways

Showtime @ 1 a.m.

D.J. Tank spinning

O1Id School, Hip Hop, R&B, House

 

Sundays............11 p.m. til 2 a.m.

50 Draft Beer

NO COVER CHARGE

Mondays...........MONDAY NIGHT MADNESS

25 Hot Wings .50 Draft

1.75 Budweiser Longnecks

NO COVER with D.J. spinning

Doors open @ 10:30 p.m. til 2 a.m. ‘

r*ix******Must havepositive I.D./21 to drink/B.Y.0.B affair
*****Available for Private Rentals on Fridays.... Contact KiKi

for info and Show Bookings @ 533—7386 or email (Divaproud@aol.com)
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Lesbian

Notions

 

by Paula Martinac 

Ifyou haven‘t seen Out at Work

yet, you‘ll want to see this hard—

hitting documentary that addresses

the need for national legislation to

protect Lesbians and Gay men in

the workplace. But if you did catch:

the film on HBO in January, what

you saw was not the original docu—

mentary that rocked everyone at the

Sundance Film Festival in 1997,

but a second version created by

filmmakers Kelly Anderson and

Tami Gold expressly for HBO.

I‘ ve seen both films, and I pre—

fer the one that HBO didn‘t air

Instead of simply presenting a case

for the Employment Non—Discrimi—

nation Act (ENDA) —a proposed

federal law with certain limitations

the "directors‘ cut" of Out of

Work draws a broader picture of

workplace issues for all queer

people.

At a recent screening of the di—

rectors‘ cut, Gold related how HBO

approached her and Anderson at

the Sundance festival about airing

Out of Work on television. The

award—winning film that the HBO

representatives saw at Sundance

centered around three employees‘

stories Cheryl Summerville, a

cook—who was fired by a Cracker

Barrel restaurant when she came

out as a Lesbian; Ron Woods, an

electrician who suffered anti—Gay

assaults at a Chrysler auto plant;

and Nat Keitt, a New York Public

Library clerk who was at the fore—

front of the successful fight for

domestic partner benefits for city

employees.

But HBO execs found Keitt‘s

story distracting, in part because

they viewed domestic partnership

as more a "family" issue than a

work—related one. So they commis—

sioned a new film that would speak

specifically to anti—Gay firings and

harassment and the need for fed—

eral protection for Lesbian and Gay

employees. §

Eager to reach 40 million view

ers with even a portion oftheir im—

portant message, Anderson and

Goldtook HBO‘s offer and made

a second film.

One of the biggest changes in

the television version was the re—

placement of the Keitt segment

with Mark Anderson‘s dramatic

story. As a trainee at the largest

securities trading firm in the world,

Anderson underwent the most hid—

eous anti—Gay harassment at work

that anyone can imagine.

I liked that the HBO film in—

cluded a story of white—collar dis—

crimination and clearly showed

that corporate executives in L.A.

are as capable of homophobia as

auto workers in Michigan or res—

taurant owners in Georgia. There‘s

a persistent stereotype in this coun—

try of the working class as a bunch

of ignorant Archie Bunkers and Ku

Klux Klansmen with a monopoly

on prejudice.

But Anderson‘s corporate hor—

ror story was so singularly gro—

tesque that it overshadowed the

film. It was, in fact, the segment

that mainstream reviewers pointed

to with revulsion In a way

Anderson‘s story sent a message

that undercuts Lesbian and Gay

employee organizing: If you‘re not

being harassed by having pubic

hair put into your sandwich or be—

ing urinated on by your boss, then

consider yourself lucky

In addition, what‘s missing from

the HBO film is precisely what‘s

missing from ENDA. In the direc—

tors‘ cut, Nat Keitt‘s story reso—

nates because it points out the

all—too—common experiences of

Lesbians and Gay men who need

but do not receive health—care ben—

efits for their partners.

Before New York offered do—

mestic partner benefits, Keitt ended

up $50,000 in debt because his

lover had AIDS and no health cov—

erage. If that‘s not workplace dis—

crimination, I don‘t know what is.

The push for domestic partner

benefits has, in fact, been the first

order of business for many Lesbian

and Gay employee organizations.

But like HBO‘s version of Out at

BWMT

Black and White Men Together

Box 42157

Memphis, TN 38174—2157 —

Phone: 276—0168

—Jackson, MS BWMT

601—373—9034

See Calendar on page 19 for event info.

 

Work, ENDA doesn‘t address do—

mestic partner benefits, which re—

main a political hot potato linked

in the minds of many to "special

rights" and same—sex marriage.

Keitt‘s story also brought up the

issue of gender presentation, an—

other piece that‘s missing from

ENDA. Keitt, afeminine—looking

man with a high—pitched voice, was

often mistaken for a woman by li—

brary patrons. If the New York

Public Library were not a liberal

institution, Keittmight have had a

much harder time keeping his job.

Yet the language ofENDA does

not cover transgender or trans—

sexual individuals, who are ex—

tremely vulnerable to workplace

discrimination because they often

can‘t "pass," as many Lesbians and

Gay men are forced to do.

Tellingly, Cheryl Summerville

observed in the film that Cracker .

Barrel‘s anti—Gay policy didn‘t

originate as an attack on her, but

actually targeted effeminate wait—

ers whom the company wanted to

get rid of.

HBO‘s presentation of Out at

Work was significant because it

reached a straight television audi—

ence with a simple, but generally

unknown fact: In most states, Les—

bian and Gay employees can be

fired and harassed at will and have

no legal recourse.

But the directors‘ cut of the film,

with its broader view of workplace

issues, is now being ordered and

screened by unions across the

country a development that seems

 

to me even more significant.

Distributed by Frameline in San

Francisco, the original film may

become a powerful queer organiz—

ing tool.

Paula Martinac is the author of

seven books. Her latest is The Les—

bian and Gay Book of Love and

Marriage. She can be reached care

of this publication or at

LNcolumn@aol.com. For more

Lesbian Notions, visit

www.gfn.com (Gay Financial Net—

work).

 

 

NEED IMMEDIATELY!

FEMALE AND MALE ESCORTS

MUST BE BISEXUAL AND

LOOK AND ACT STRAIGHT

ONLY THE BEST NEED TO APPLY

EARN TOP MONEY

353—5849
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Everyone‘s Welcome at The Other Side !!!
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Well, as promised we finally have a Web Site, actually a few. ##
http://homeotwn.aol.com?totherside/club/index.htm &http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Thebes/7507/ t>
http://www.geocities.com/WestHollywood/Castro/4341 __" .

We hope that you enjoy them. Thanks to John Mark for his helpf 1

February ‘99

B.Y.0O.B.

ID Required

Drive A Little

Party A LOT !
  

  

 

We‘re sure by now that everyone knows that we were broke into on Christmas morning.
What you may not know is that we know who it was and he isin jail. No it was not some "gay
hating redneck" it was our bartender Devon Wallace. Ifhe getsout on bond, we hope that he
will not be welcome at any "farhily" places. We are prosecuting to the fullest. For anyone that
wants to help, Donations to The Other Side are being accepted. Thanks for your support.
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(Qalentine‘s is approaching

Gunday Gyeb. 14, ring your

Goweetheart to ojhe (ther Gide on

Saturday Night Tyeb. 13 for aSpecial

Night ofIQUCF. !!!

Pa4aOnPtPie   

3883Hwy 45 N

Jackson, TN

901—668—3749

  

(Exit 82—B off I—40 then 3 miles N at Ashport) _

"Jackson‘s Only ‘Friendly Bar" _

Open7 days a week @ 5 pm (7 pm Sat.)(Security)
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: Deep Inside

 

by Romeo San Vicente

The Butch Pack

The Oscar buzz is growing for

former Breakfast Club member

Ally Sheedy for her portrayal of

Lesbian photographer/heroin

junkie Lucy Berliner in last year‘s

indy feature High Art. Sheedy re—

cently received Best Actress ku—

dos from both the super—choosy

Los Angeles Film Critics Associa—

tion and the National Society of

Film Critics, so can an Academy

nod be far behind? After disap—

pearing from the screen for sev—

eral years, Sheedy made a strong

comeback for herself in High Art.,

so listen for her name whenthe

nominees are announced Feb 9.

Sheedy‘s career is going full—

throttle. She‘s just wrapped sev—

eral projects including To Wong

Foo writer Douglas Carter

Beane‘s next flick: Advicefrom a

Caterpillar. The film is a roman—

tic comedy about a female New

York artist who swears off roman—

tic relationships, only to find her—

self falling for a bisexual fella.

Sheedy also stars in Grace ofMy

COLLTWOOD

Heart director Allison Anders‘s

new film Sugar Town, about a

group of has—been rockers who at—

tempt to reclaim their past glory.

For the sake of authenticity, Duran

Duran‘s still—sexy John Taylor and

former Spandau Ballet man Mar—

tin Kemp co—star.

The rest of the Brat Pack also is

keeping busy. Judd Nelson is still

getting getting work despite his

post—80s weight gain. He can be

seen weekly on the small screen in

NBC‘ s Must—She TV line—up play—

ing Brooke Shields‘ boss and

sometime lover on Suddenly Susan.

Rumor around town says Susan

may be suddenly removed from the

line—up if ratings don‘t improve.

But Nelson needn‘t worry. He‘s

starring in the film Light It Up, a

high school drama produced by

Kenneth "Babyface" Edmonds.

The feature is about a group of dis—

illusioned inner—city students who

accidentally take a security guard

hostage. They emerge from the or—

deal with a better understanding of

themselves and each other. Sounds

 

 

 

As other denominations

tell you "No,"

we continue to proclaim

a joyous YES !

First Congregational

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

An Open and Affirming Church

celebrating the image of God in every person

and the sacred value of every human life

Come and Visit Us! :

Sundays at 9:00 & 10:30 am; Wednesdays at 6:00 pm

246 South Watkins » 278—6786 phone; 278—2071 fax

Rev. Cheryl Cornish, pastor

a bit like the Breakfast Club

dontcha think? Usher, Vanessa L.

Williams and Roseanne‘s Sara Gil—

bert co—star.

 

JuddNelson

Well—hung St. Elmo‘s Fire hunk

Rob Lowe (whose 1988 video

sexcapade had tongues wagging in

this town long before Tommy Lee

even owned a video camera) is

back at work, reteaming with

Wayne‘s World star Mike Myers

in next summer‘s Austin Powers:

The Spy Who Shagged Me. Lowe

will also make an appearance in the

upcoming comedy The Specials, a

movie about superheroes whose

personal lives are far from super

When not working, Raw Blow

shuns the L.A. scene, choosing in—

stead to live in the sleepy Califor—

nia town of Montecito with his

makeup artist wife and their

rugrats.

Still sexy Pretty in Pink stud

James Spader continues to work in

the movies. He‘s starring in a

thriller with it—girl—of—the—moment

Minnie Driver called Slow Burn.

The film, set in Mexico, is about a

woman who attempts to retrieve

long lost family heirloom jewels,

which have been found by a pair

of convicts. Spader can also be seen

in this March‘s $60 million Sci—Fi

flick Supernova, about a hospital

rescue ship that rescues a space

ship adrift in outer space.

The Gay Side of

Cape Side

Sixteen Candles sweetie Molly

Ringwald will be returning to the

world of high school movies this

summer in Gay writer Kevin

Williamson‘s Heathers—esque film

Killing Mrs. Tingle. Katie Holmes

stars in the black comedy which

is about a senior who will stop at

nothing (not even murder) to claim

her rightful crown as class valedic—

torian. The film, which was actu—

ally the first script Williamson sold

in his pre—Scream days, is his first

shot at directing.

Williamson, one of the hottest

writers in La La Land, is finally

letting his sexuality show more

openly in his work. The romantic

comedy he set up at Universal Pic—

tures, entitled Her Leading Man is

about a Gay writer who schemes

to get his female friend to fall in

love with a sleazy man he‘s paid

to woo her The film will spoof ro—

mantic comedies in much the same

way Scream deconstructed horror

   
Katie Holmes

films. In other words, it sucks to

be Meg Ryan right about now!

The King of Paranoia

Michael Jackson was recently

spotted in the parking garage of a

West Hollywood shopping and en—

tertainment. complex going "incog—

nito" in a hat, sunglasses, and that

annoying surgical mask like

we‘re not gonna notice him dressed

like that? The crooner was less than

Thiller‘d to be around other people

so he and his bodyguard waited

until no one else was on the eleva—

tor before boarding. Uh, Jacko,

why bother to go out at all?

Xena the Lesbian

Princess?

Rumors in television circles are

spreading faster than~chlamydia

that Sapphic crooner kd lang may

guest star in an upcoming episode

of the butch televison show Xena:

Warrior Princess, playing a dyke—

like character.

The Gay Bible

Jeffrey scribe Paul Rudnick has

become the toast of NYC, this time

for his latest play which is a Gay

take on the book of Genesis which

has been playing at the New York

Theater Workshop. The Most

Fabulous Story Ever Told is two

one—act plays. The first is a spoof

of the tale of Adam and Eve, only

Rudnick focuses on Adam and

Steve and their Lesbian counter—

parts, Mabel and Jane. The second

one—act focuses on a Gay Christ—

mas pageant complete with a preg—

nant Lesbian in the manger

Rudnick‘s play has received rave

notices from critics and hasn t

caused the kind of picketing frenzy

that Terrence McNally‘s Gay Jesus

epic Corpus Christi unleashed last

fall, probably because of its clearly

campy nature.

Indians Don‘t Like

Lesbians

Dykes in India who want to see

the controversial chick flick Fire

may have to wait for video. Hindu

fundamentalists shut down a recent

screening at a Bombay cinema by

buying up a bunch of the tickets

and threatening to disrupt the

show The theater chose to cancel

the showing instead. Bummer.

Madonna‘s He—Man

Harem

Now that Carlos Leon seems to

be officially out of the picture,

Madonna s love life is harder to

predict than Internet stocks. Seems

that the Material mommy spent

New Year‘s Eve partying with her

on—again boy toy British doorman/

wannabe filmmaker Andy Bird.

Madonna had been furious with the

28—year—old Bird man, who had

been quoted in a British tabloid dis—

cussing her and baby Lourdes. Ap—

parently, the two made up enough

to ring in theNew Year together,

but not before the press had time

to link Ms. Ciccone with another

British director Guy Ritchie.

Ritchie just wrapped the Gramercy

Pictures caper film Lock, Stock,

and Two Smoking Barrels starring

Sting. Poor Lourdes! We‘ve got to

get Chastity Bono to give the little

lady some advice about having a

difficult diva for a mama.

Romeo San Vicente, who falls

somewhere between a Rob Lowe

and a Tommy Lee, can be reached

in care of this publication or at

RomeoDeep@aol.com. For more

Deep Inside Hollywood, visit

www. Gay.net or

www.popcorng.com
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Ministers

Continued from page 1

United Methodist Church, with 8.5

million members America s see—

ond biggest Protestant body after

the Southern Baptist Convention.

In 1996, the—church‘s legisla—

ture, the General Conference, took

a stand against clergy around the

country who had been quietly per—

forming same—sex couple bless—

ings. It added these words to the

Methodists‘ Book of Discipline:

"Ceremonies that celebrate homo—

sexual unions shall not be con—

ducted by our ministers and shall

not be conducted in our churches."

The next year, the Rev Jimmy

Creech performed a blessing for a

Lesbian couple in his Omaha, Neb.,

congregation. Last March, a Meth—

odist tribunal decided to take no

action against Creech The

denomination s supreme court

overturned that decision last Au—

gust, finding Creech guilty and de—

claring the ban to be binding law

Weeks later, the Rev. Gregory

Dell of Chicago conducted his 33rd

same—sex ceremony for two men in

his congregation. Dell is likely to

face a churchtrial within weeks and

could be defrocked. §

Eight days before charges were

filed against Dell, Fado announced

his desireto lead a public same—sex

service as an "act of ecclesiastical

disobedience." Charlton and

Barnett, two active members of St.

Mark‘s, stepped forward.

California Bishop Melvin

Talbert, who would file any church

charges against Fado and the other

ministers, disagrees with church

policy Before the August court

ruling, Talbert had said he wouldn‘t

prevent same—sex ceremonies. He

issued a letter Jan. 6 stating he is

obliged to uphold church law, but

"will also continue as a strong ad—

vocate to change the position of our

church to be more consistent with

the teachings and compassion of

Jesus." f

While protesters outside the ser—

vice were graphic, a quieter protest

was held the day before by more

than 100 conservative Methodists.

They gathered at a Yuba City

church to object to the ceremony

and pray for unity within the

church.

"This is not about sexuality.

This is about the authority of Scrip—

ture," said the Rev. John Sheppard

II of the First United Methodist

 

Church of Yuba City. He said the

ceremony violates "more than

2,000 years of Christian moral tra—

dition."

The initiative on the March

2000 California ballot was origi—

nally written in response to a 1993

Hawaiian court ruling that that state

had no constitutional right to ban

homosexual marriages. Since Cali—

fornia recognizes any marriage

valid where it took place, that could

have had the effect of recognizing

some Gay marriages in California.

However Congress passed the

Defense of Marriage Act, which

denied federal recognition of Gay

marriage and allowed states to 1g—

nore same—sex unions licensed

elsewhere. Since then at least 29

states have banned homosexual

marriage.
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Lawsuit

Continued from page 25

what had happened.

Congdon, who was then 17, had

his stomach pumped at Troy Com—

munity Hospital. Congdon told the

treating physician he tried to kill

himself because he was Gay

The lawsuit alleges that Smith

—— the mother of one of Congdon‘s

football teammates — examined

Congdon s medical records and

then told "third persons" that he

was Gay.

Returning to school a few weeks

later "Everybody just stared at

me," he said. "I‘d get approached

by several students and they would

say, ‘We heard you‘re a faggot, is

that true?" I would just say, ‘Be—

lieve whatever you want,‘ because

I was afraid I‘d get beat up."

Congdon started. skipping

school, something he had never

done before. "At that time I was

also very stressed out with me be—

.ing Gay and coming to grips with

it. It was very overwhelming; it just

happened all at once," he said.

Congdon left school less than a

month after returning. The school

district sent a teacher to his house

so he could complete his junior

year

Troy High School Principal Bob

Grantier said he did not know

Congdon was being harassed.

"If that was reported, which it

was not, it would have been dealt

with. Bottom line," he said.

Now, Congdon studies at home.

He expects to take his high—school

equivalency exam in the summer

and attend college next fall as a

criminal justice major

Congdon‘s story was featured

last month in an ESPN documen—

tary on Gay athletes. He also wrote

about his experience for a San

Francisco—based magazine for Gay

teen—agers.

"I‘m being very public with it

to raise awareness. We do have a

problem in today‘s society and

there is hate out there toward us and.

other ethnic and religious back—

grounds," he said. "Something has

to be done."

   

 

 

"Gay/Lesbian Square Dancing

Space donated as a service of the Triangle Journal News

Thursday Nights

7:30 p.m.

Prescott Memorial

Baptist Church

Walker & Mynders

(Near University of Memphis)

   
  
 

  

   

Open

7 Days LORENZ

  

1528 MADISON.

www. Lorenz.com

274—8272

 

 

  

   

    

   

Mondays

Tuesdays

Thursdays

Saturdays
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$3 Beer Bust — 7 a.m.—10 p.m. — $1 BBQ Sandwiches
Pool Tournament — 9 p.m.

Wednesdays

—

Hump Day — Half—dollar Draught 9 p.m.—Midnite
. Gay People of Talent Contest — $20 Food & Beverage Tab to Winner
$1 Longnecks From 9 p.m.—Midnite ‘

Free Breakfast 9 a.m.—11 a.m. Only with Drink
$3 Beer Bust — Noon ‘til 3 p.m.
$1 Longnecks — 8 p.m. ‘til 11 p.m.
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Be a Part of Our Valentine‘s Day Dance Sunday Feb. 14th

Free Food, Cash & Gift Prizes — 6 p.m.—8 p.m.  

     

 

     

   
      

   
     

  
  
     

   

GAY ORCY
LOCKER ROOM J/O ACTION

CALL NOW AND PILE RIGHT ON
PHONE SEX FOR THE GAY 90°S

  

1—9>00
745—2039
HOT TEA ROOM TALK AT
1—900—745—061 1

MALE CALL
INTIMATE TALKING PERSONALS
ALL ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES
LOCAL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

1—900
289—3283

eay virtuAaL CHAT
1—900—378—9090

  

  WWW.XAPEX. NET$1.99 3.99/MINUTE ——

_
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Man of Year
Continued from page 1

 

   

Vincent Astor, columnist and his—
torian (1989); Heart Strings volun—
teers (1990); the Waggettes (Jim
Easter, Harold "Granny" Weaver
Mattie Sanchez and Jerry Attaway)
for fundraising (1991); the Pipettes
(Jim McCain, Jere Douglas, Mike
Ferguson and the late Sandy
Hutchins and Dwayne Branham)
for fundraising (1992); Rev. Ethan
Pruett and Rev Ed Hammett from
Holy Trinity Community Church
(1993); the late Dennis Kijowski,
activist and fundraiser 1994),
Sharon Wray, Lesbian pioneer and
fundraiser 1995), Bill Andrews
and Matt Presley, fundraising and
community service (1996), Jimmy
Gray fundraising and community
service (1997) and Ed Brandon,
service in the HIV/AIDS commu—
nity (1998).
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Memphis PERSONALS

   

STRIPPED AND TIED DOWN WM,

looking for younger Guys who like

fantasy fun with an older Guy.

(Memphis) 210474

WORK TOWARDS MORE HIV+

GM, 40, enjoys music, laughter, long

walks in the woods, the ocean and

reading. Looking for someone who

would be a friend and work from

there. (Greenbriar) #10797

NO STRINGS, JUST FUN. WM, 35,

would likes to have a sexual relation—

ship with a BM, 21—35. If interested,

give me a call. (Memphis) #21822

RIDE‘EM COWBOY! Hot cowboy

seeking a hot, financially secure,

generous, cowboy daddy, who would

enjoys some serious Man to Man

action. (Memphis) ©21958

WANNA PLAY A GAME? GWM,

56" brown/green, seeking a 20—

year—old SM, into fantasy role play. If

you‘re into fantasies, getting stripped

searched and having fun, call

(Memphis) #21637

MYSTERIOUS AND EROTIC SWM,

32, looking for a slim Guy, under 28,

for deep, intimate relationship based

on fantasy fulfillment. Race open.

(Memphis) 221782

REALISTIC OPTIMIST NEEDED

22—year—old WM, 510", 165 lbs,

brown/brown, seeking intelligent,

spontaneous, mature, realistic opti—

mist who rational decisions. Not into

the—bar‘ scene. (Memphis) 221615

OPEN—MINDED SBIWM, 6‘

brown/blue, seeking another BIM, TS

to TV, for fun times and possibly

more. Give me a call. (Memphis)

©21753

FRIENDSHIP WITH BENEFITS 32—

year—old BM, looking fb'fia BM, over

26, for fun and possibly a relation—

ship. (Memphis) @21650
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ARE YOU MAN

ENOUGH?

LEATHERLINK®"

1—900—976—7447

18+, $1.99/MIN. c/s

612—373—9783

 

  

MASCULINE ONLY Masculine WM,

6‘1" 180 lbs, shaved head, tattooed,

pierced nipples, looking for a mascu—

line M who wants to have a good

time. If you‘re a queen, femme, into

drugs, fat or over 35, don‘t call.

(Memphis) ©21550

 

33—YEAR—OLD GWM, 6‘1", 200 lbs,

brown/brown, interested in meeting

an older M into dancing movies and

the outdoors. .(Johnson. City)

©21400

CUDDLE WITH ME Hairy WM, 33,

6‘, 200 lbs, brown/brown, looking for

a WM, 35—40, for cuddling, dining

out, dancing and having a good time.

(Johnson City) ©21455

 

COME PLEASE ME Dominant WM,

6‘ 220 lbs, looking for a submissive

TV/TS and anyone who loves to

please a masculine Man. (Jackson)

©20997

SOUTHERN BOY WM, 5411", 175

lbs, short brown/blue. If you like what

you see, give me a call. (Henderson)

©20917

LET‘S HANG OUT Straight—acting,

masculine Guy, likes the outdoors,

hiking, biking and camping. If you‘re

interested in. meeting someone

straight—forward and masculine, give

me a call, (Bristol) #16269

A MAN‘S MAN Nice—looking WM,

31, blonde/hazel, grad student,

enjoys country ~and—rock music.

Looking for straight—acting WM, for

good times, companionship and

whatever else happens. (Johnson

City) #20709

1 NEED IT ROUGH WM, 37, 5411",

199 Ibs, looking *for an aggressive

top, for friendship, fun times and

possibly more. Bears, leather and

daddy‘s welcome and a plus.

(Nashville) ©20642

BOTTOM SEEKS TOP Older, attrac—

tive bottom seeking attractive top for

fun —get togethers. (Nashville)

©20384

HUNTING FOR A MAN WM, 36,

61", 165 lbs, light. brown/green,

seeking other WM, for friendship and

fun. (Nashville) ©20242

 

 

a  

Call our toll free

number and use

your credit card

to accessour

system.

1—800—716—2868
s:

 
 

READY FOR A RELATIONSHIP

GWM, 32, 6‘ 200 lbs, works in tele—

vision, like dining out, going out, trav—

el, quiet evenings at home and the—

ater. Looking for someone who‘s a

top for a relationship. Race and age

open. (Johnson City) #19317

 

NEW TO THIS Bottom WM, 38,

dark/blue, smooth, new to the

lifestyle. Looking for someone who

can take of me in all ways.

(Nashville) ©18968

ARE YOU A TOP? GWM, 28, 58",

200 lbs, looking for a masculine Guy,

25—40, who likes to be on top most of

the time and wants a relationship.

(Clarkesville) #18958

 

MAN OF MY DREAMS Very open—

minded GWM, 18, 57" 157 lbs,

brown/brown, _likes _shopping,

movies, camping, picnicking and

going out on dates. Looking for a

tanned, muscular, smooth Guys 18—

25, to be the Man of my dreams. If

this is you, give me a call.

(Columbia) ©15160

 

MOSTLY A TOP Middle—aged WM,

mostly a top, interested in meeting a

middle—aged Male for oral sex.

(Chattanooga) #18726

 

A BIT SKEPTICAL | was just going

through the personals and | don‘t

really think these things work. If you

think you can prove me wrong, leave

me a message so | can tell you about

myself. (Dixon) #18491

 

DISCRETION A MUST BiWM, 58"

190 lbs, looking for a submissive

WM, for fun. (Clarkesville) 219897

FORBIDDEN PLEASURES. Tall,

attractive, submissive Boy seeking

aggressive, generous Man who

needs to have his fantasies fulfilled.

Let‘s meet for some fun after work.

(Memphis) ©19358

 

KING OF THE JUNGLE 30—year—old

WM, 510", 165 lbs, Tarzan type,

works out a lot, looking for another

smooth, jock type Guy, over 6‘, with

big ticklish feet. (Memphis) #19323

  

Call the 800 or 900 number to respond to ads, browse unlisted ads;

O0O—

OO—

SHY BUT FUN—LOVING 42—year—old

WM, 6‘ 195 lbs, hairy chest, likes

movies, videos, partying and trying

new experiences. Give me a call.

(Memphis) #16989

 

WANNA JERK OFF? WM, 6, 145

lbs, brown/hazel, looking for a similar

Male, for some fun. Leave me a

message. (Chattanooga) @16941

 

BOTTOM SEEKS TOP Very mature,

outgoing —BM, 27, 510", 230 lbs, /s,

looking for a well—endowed BM, over

25, for fun. (Memphis) 210007

Fan
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Customer Service: 612—373—9783 Only $1.99 per minute. 18+.

I NEED A LONG—TERM RELATION—

SHIP 43—year—old Single Male, 56",

160 lbs, seeks Men, 30—50, for long—

term relationship. (Savanna)

©16244

A MAN‘S MAN 28—year—old Gay

Male, 6‘2", 210 lbs, into sports and

working out. Seeks Men for Man—to—

Man fun. (Johnson City) ©16635

 

MAKE ME SUBMIT Submissive bot—

tom Male, 37, 511", 198 lbs. Seeks

dominant, top Men to make me sub—

mit to your wishes, for friendship and

possible relationship. (Nashville)

©14887

GETTING DOWN TO THE POINT

Middle aged White Male, interested

in younger White Men for friendship

and sex. (Knoxville) ©16056

G—

t=Jam

Place your FREE ad 1—800—546—MENN

I NEED THE REAL THING 41—year—

old White Female, into sports and

whatever else. Seeks White

Females, with children and into

sports, for long—term relationship.

(Nashville) #16068

YOU‘LL LEARN MORE Honest, sin—

cere Gay Black Male, 26, medium

build. Seeks other Gay Black Males,

21—30, in the area, for fun and good

times. (Chattanooga) 415899

LITTLE BOY BLUE Attractive White

Male, 49, 6‘ 185 lbs. Little boy blue,

I lost my horn, if you‘re 39—59, and

have a pretty horn to practice on 4

times a month. (Fayette County)

#15720

ALABAMA

 

ISO A BOTTOM Top WM, 510" 145

lbs, brown/blue, ISO someone for

fun. (Birmingham) ©@10512

LAW STUDENT GWM, 23, 5410",

180 lbs, nonsmoker, light drinker,

ISO older SWM, over 50, for friend—

ship and possible long—term relation—

ship. You should look your age.

(Birmingham) 210082

ARKANSAS

38—YEAR—OLD GWM, 6‘, 200 Ibs,

enjoys music, reading, clubs and the

outdoors. If interested, give me a

call. (Little Rock) 221175

or retrieve messages.

p24

T4

ted

2

TAKE CARE OF ME 20—year—old

GWM, 61", 165 lbs, brown/blue,

looking to meet a cute sugar daddy.

(Fayetteville) #20488

KENTUCKY

LET ME ENTERTAIN YOU 37—year—

old Professional WM, 54", 125 lbs,

enjoys the outdoors, gardening, old

movies, hiking, working out and

entertaining. Looking for a mature, fit

top with his act together, for dating

and possible relationship. (Louisville) .

©22022

 

JUST BE YOURSELF Very good—

looking GBM, 511" 200 lbs, interest—

ed in meeting straight—acting GB/HM,

who‘s at ease with himself. If you‘re

into dining out, dancing and having

fun, give me call. (Tucson) #20378

HIV+ GWM, 43, 510", swimmer‘s

build, smoker, drug—free, enjoys

dancing and movies. Seeking a sim—

ilar Guy fora possible long—term rela—

tionship.(Jackson) 221821

FRIENDSHIP AND MORE WM, 18,

looking for a WM, 18—22, for fun and

possible relationship. If interested,

give me a call. (Jackson) ©21909
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CLASSIFIED Rates: Personal, non—com—

mercial ads FREE. Limit of 30 words

{including address or phone number)

and a $2.00 charge for the use of our —

P.O. box. Please specify if you want to

use our P.O. box. Commercial ads are

charged at the—rate of 20¢ per word,

$3.00 minimum. Phone numbers andzip

«codes are free. Deadline for ads is the

15th of each month. Send to Triangle

Journal News, Box 11485 Memphis, TN

38111—0485. Classifieds must be sub—

mitted in writing and must include your

name and a telephone number where

you can be reached to verify the ad. If

you would like a copy of the issue in Hollow Ridge, Rt 4, Box 155, Eureka

which your ad appears, please send Springs, AR 72632, (501) 253—5283.

$1.00 to cover postage.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS!! TJNan—

nouncements and classifieds will not au—

tomatically be re—run. Announcements

and classifieds must be re—submitted

each month, in writing, by the 15th of the

month.

 

 
Bro & BREAKFAST

Ozark Bed & Breakfast—5 wooded acres

of privacy in a fun vacation area. Exclu—

sive resort for men & women. Hot tub.

Country club privileges. Greenwood

UT haven‘t beento Ingriiy uc
ou haven‘t been to Integrity. Check us out!
e meet on the third Tuesday of every month.

% Integrity Memphis
Calvazy Episcopal
Chure

The Arbour Glen Bed:& Breakfast—Circa

1896. Located on Eureka Springs His—

toric District loop close to downtown

shops & restaurants. Completely reno—

vated for comfort but still maintaining its

old world charm, elegance & romance.

Picturesque tree—covered hollow. The

Arbour Glen, #7 Lema, Eureka Springs,

AR 72632, (501) 253—9010.

Ecuectic Services

Relaxing massage. Tarot, Chinese for—

tune—telling methods, Numerology

Videography. Organizational assistance

using Feng Shui methods. Credit cards

accepted with properidentification. ABC—

RETREAT. Call 377—7701.

For SALE

Attention all art and erotic collectors in

the Tenn., Miss. and Ark. areas who

have purchased Colt Studio material in

the past. | have taken Colt photographs

and altered them into different drawings,

black and white and color, different sizes,

matted. Selling from $35 to $50. Price

negotiable. if interested, my beeper # is

769—1126. Ask for Danny

Guipes

Gloryholes List! Best locations in Ten—

nessee to give or get oral satisfaction!

Hot studs, construction workers, college

jocks, heated businessmen, leathermen,

active athletes and other guys are anx—

ious to meet you. Complete list of

Gloryholes mailed back in plain discreet

envelope. Please be 18yo+. To order

your guide(s), send $5.00: Metroplex—

 

 

TJN, Box 451781, Los Angeles, CA

90045. Also available: SoCal, NoCal,

Seattle, Chicago, Vegas, Arizona, Den—

ver, New Orleans, Carolina, OH—IN, FL,

NYC,.TX, Kansas City, KS; Philly; MD (at

$5.00 each).

f Massace Services

FULL BODY California—trained and cer—

tified bodyworker One hour by appoint—

ment only. Randal (901) 324—8316.

DON‘T YOU DESERVE THE BEST?

California trained, certified bodyworker

offers therapeutic and sports massage.

hours, by appointment, outcall only.

Gift certificates also available. Craig 10

a.m. — 10 p.m. (901) 278—9768.

PERSONALS

AttentionGWM over 50. Are you tired of

being turned down and ignored in the

bars, parks and movies because of your

age? | am too. Give me a call. We might

get together and have a good time. Re—

member sex is like a game of bridge,

you either need a very good hand or a

very good partner I‘m both. Give me a

call: 683—2629.

@Dearest One, Thanks for the 10 years

of companionship, love and all the won—

derful things we‘ve experienced together

through the years. Some vacation trips

were better than others, but all were

unforgettable. I have some very special

plans this Valentine‘s to demonstrate to

you just how much I love you and appre—

ciate you and to demonstrate my uncon—

ditional commitment to you, our relation—

ship and our future together. So clear

your calendarfrom the time we gethome

 

 

 

Buy a Subscription to the Mid—

South‘s Gay and Lesbian

Community Newspaper. For

Yourself or for a friend.

12 Issues for $15 mailed First Class,

discreetly, so you don‘t have to wait for

 

 

 

 

the news.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE

Mail to: Triangle Journal News

P.O. Box 11485

Memphis, TN 38111—0485

 

7:00 pm

12 Noon

Thursday

Sunday

Friday 8:00 pm

Open Heart (A1—Anon)

Tuesday 6:00 pm

Thursday 5:30 pm

Thursday 9:00 pm

Sunday 6:00 pm

 
\

f Meetings at N
Memphis Lambda Center, Inc.*

1488 Madison Avenue
Memphis, TN 38104 e
(901) 276—7379 _

Phoenix (Alcoholics Anonymous) All Meetings Open
Sunday 8:00 pm Discussion
Monday 8:00 pm Discussion (Smoke Free)
Tuesday 8:00 pm Twelve Step Study
Wednesday 8:00 pm Big Book Study
Friday 10:00 pm Discussion
Saturday 8:00 pm " Discussion ¥

(Last Sunday of month is birthday night with speaker.)
Into The Light (Alcoholics Anonymous — Women)

Discussion (Open, Smoke Free)
Discussion (Open)

(Business meeting 3rd Sunday of month, Birthdays last Thursday)
Seriously Sober (Alcoholics Anonymous)

Discussion (Open, Smoke Free)

Discussion (Open)
Discussion (Open, Smoke Free)

(Business meeting 3rd Tuesday of the month, Birthdays last Tuesday)
Freely Speaking (All 12—Step Programs)

Discussion (Open)
ACOA (Adult Children of Alcoholics)

Discussion (Open)

*Memphis Lambda Center Inc. is a private organization formed for the
promulgation and enhancement of Twelve—Step meetings with a special
outreach to the Gay and Lesbian community. Business meetings are on
the last Wednesday of the month at 6:30 pm.

Space donated as a public service by the Triangle Journal News)
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after work on Friday to well into Sunday

evening and prepare to have your socks

{maybe more?!) knocked off.

EXPLOREYOUR OTHER SIDE... FREE

to Record, Browse & Respond. 901

565—0006, Pub #519, 18+. 100% Local.

GAY CRUISING!!! Record, listen and

respond to hot personal ads FREE (18+).

The Confidential Connection® 901—529—

9800 Code : 9006.

GWM, 36, 6‘3", 200#, good looking, long

hairwith hazel—blue eyes, in good health,

seeking GWM, 21—30, slick, slim & sexy

forromantic lover Will be waiting to hear

from you. Call anytime (601) 343—5102.

MS.

GWM, 42, in Fayette County. Seeking

GWM who is open and honest, to have a

relationship with. Call Jimmy Moss at

901—465—9225 0r 901—877—3351 Or write

me: Jimmy Moss, 16530 Hwy 64 West,

Somerville, TN 38068.

@&GWM, 50 (I think | look younger), 5"6‘

160#. I used to workout, haven‘t for about

a year Smoke, but | don‘t mind going

outside to do it. Carry plenty of breath

mints. I prefer men closer to my age, say

35—55. Very affectionate. Tiredof being

alone so I‘ve decided to put myself out

there on Valentine‘s Day and hope that

Cupid is looking out for me. Gonna make

a day of it. I‘ll check the calendar in TIN.

Plan to start with a church service and

then make every event that can that

may be happening that day. So if you

see an older man, by himself, intently

checking out the crowd, come on over

and talk. At the very least, I can promise

you an interesting conversation.

J/O Buddies. Meet by phone. Try it

FREE! 901—821—9100, Code 7001, 18+.

@Jason, love you so much. Happy

Valentine‘s Day. If you‘re not impressed "

with the flowers, the candy or the bal— __

loons wait until you see what‘s waiting *

for you athome. Don‘texert yourself too

much during the day! You‘ll need your

strength! Love, Clayton.

JOCKS... BOXERS... BRIEFS... And the

Men in Them!! FREEe Record, Browse

& Respond. 901—565—0006, Pub #518,

18+. 100% Local.

Master ISO Slave. Dominant 35—year—

old W/M, 165#, nice chest hair, looking

for a young, 18—22ish, submissive,

smooth—bodied W/M about 140#, with

boyish looks and mannerisms. Skinny a

plus. No diseases. Phone: 323—1521—

Mr. Paul.

24 HOUR MEAT! Meet local guys dis—

creetly on The Confidential Connection®.

Record, listen and respond to hotper—

sonal ads FREE! (18+) 901—529—9800

Code: 9007.

@Valentine, please be mine. I‘ve loved

these months that we‘ve spent together

By Valentine‘s it will be nearly a year

love you so much. I‘m tired of waiting for

the weekends or the occasional

weekday event to see you and be with

you. I‘m ready to make a commitment to

_ you but don‘t want to pressure you into

anything. Would love to celebrate

Valentine‘s Day by sitting down and talk—

ing about plans to move in together But

if you are uncomfortable with that and

nothing happens, I won‘t mention it again

until next Valentine‘s Day.
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The GayMemphis Resources Directory is
printed as a public service, and its listings
are free. Agencies and businesses listed
herein have requested to be listed, but
have not been charged. All phone num—
bers are area code 901 unless otherwise

— noted. :
(* Indicates TUN distribution points.) _,

ADULT BOOKSTORES
Airport Bookmart®: 2214 Brooks Rd E. #
345—0657.

CherokeeAdult BookStore*: 2947 Lamar
# 744—7494.

Fantasy Warehouse I*; 791—793 North
White Station = 683—9649. —.

Getwell Book Mart*: 1275 Getwell # 454—
7765.

Paris Adult Entertainment Center®: 2432
Summer # 323—2665.

Tammy‘s # 2: 2220 East Brooks Rd #
396—9050.

Tammy‘s # 3: 1617 Getwell Rd # 744—

 

4513.
Tammy‘s # 4: 5937 Summer Ave. # 373—
5760.

BARS / RESTAURANTS
Amnesia‘: 2866 Poplar # 454—1366.
Arizona*: 903 South Cooper # 272—9000.
Autumn Street Pub®*: 1349 Autumn =
274—8010.

Baélésztreel': 2018 Court Street = 276—
5522.

Bourbon Street Cafe:éln the French Quar—
ter Suites, 2144 Madison # 728—4000.

Bténs on the Run: 1528 Madison # 278—
321.

Chaos*: 60 South Front = 578—VIBE
(8423).

Crossover*: 851 Island Road, Columbus,
MS # 601—327—0942.

Crossroads*: 1278 Jefferson # 276—8078.
501 Club*: 111 N. Claybrook # 274—8655.
In the Grove*: 2865 Walnut Grove Road
= 458—9955.

J—Wags*: 1268 Madison # 725—1909.
Leland‘s Pub®*: 5538 Summer Ave. =
382—9911.

Lorenz*: 1528 Madison # 274—8272.
Madison Flame*: 1588 Madison—= 278—
9839.

N—cognito*: 338 South Front # 523—0599.
One More*: 2117 Peabody = 278—MORE

6673).
Osersttiffed Deli—& Caterers: 3003 Air—
ways Blvd. #701 # 396—1969, 3727 South
Mendenhall = 362—2989, 7716 Poplar
Ave., Germantown # 757—1212.

P & H Cafe*: 1532 Madison Ave. # 274—
9794.

Pipeline*: 1382 Poplar # 726—5263.
Rumors*: 637 Hwy 145 South, Shannon,
MS # 601—767—9500.

The Jungle*: 1474 Madison # 278—4313.
The Other Side*: 3883 Highway 45 North,
Jackson, TN = 1—901—668—3749.

__CARDS & GIFTS
inz & Outz*: 553 South Cooper = 728—
6535.

GGS Gourmet: # 278—6218 or on the web
at GGSGourmet.COM

CARPET CARE / CLEANING SER—
VICES

BJ‘s Cleaning Service: # 726—4211.
King‘s Kleaning Service: Home or Office
# 745—3300.

Lee‘s Carpet Care: Commercial or Resi—
dential, 24—hr service, free estimates =
327—6165.

White Glove Services: Home or Office #
388—3781

COMMUNITY GROUPS
ACT UP/Gay Liberation Movement: =

5126-7903 Call for meeting place & sched—
ule.

Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACOA):
Memphis Lambda Center = 276—7379.

Al—Anon (Co—dependency): Memphis
Lambda Center = 276—7379.

Alliance: Leather/levi club e Box 42174,
Memphis 38174. %

Aloysius Home, Inc.: 28 North Claybrook,
Memphis 38104 # 274—8321, 522—8385.

American Gay Atheists (AGA) Mem—
phis: Box 41371, Memphis 38174—1371.

Black & White Men Together. (BWMT):
Box 42157, Memphis 38174—2157 #276—
0168, 274—8658. f

Bluff City Sports Association: Box

 

 

 

 

41283, Memphis 38174—1803 # 682—
9928.

Brothers & Sisters Bowling League: #
465—4371 Richard Andrews.

Cotton Pickin‘ Squares: Gay/Lesbian
Square Dance Club e Meets Thurs., 7pm
Prescott Memorial Baptist Church » 3956
Bilge] Spruce, Lakeland 38002 = 387—
1567.

Crossroads: African American Gay men‘s
motivation/support/social group. Meets
1st & 2nd Fridays. Conrad R. Pegues,
1902 Freemont Ave., Memphis 38114,
crpegues@ aol.com.

4F:; Leather/Levi group « 3663 Appling
Lake Dr., Bartlett 38133.

Friends For Life—HIV Resources: HIV/
AIDS Service Organization e 1384 Madi—
son, Memphis 38104 # 272—0855 or #
278—AIDS.

Holy Trinity Community Church*: Wor—
ship Service: Sun. 11 am & 7 pm; Bible
stéde: Wed. 7 pm; 3430 Summer # 320—
9376.

Integrity Memphis: Meets the 3rd Tues.,
Healing Service/Eucharist, 6pm; Dinner,
6:45pm, $4; Meeting 7:30pm » c/o Cal—
vary Episcopal Church, 102 N. 2nd =
525—6602.

Into The Light (Women‘s AA): Memphis
Lambda Center # 276—7379.

Jackson Lambda Support Group: Mem—
phis Lambda Center = 901—427—1500
for information.

Living Word Christian Church: Worship
Service Sun. 10 am & 6pm, Wed.7 pm e
340 N Garland # 276—0577.

Loving Arms (Support Partners for HIV+
Mothers & Babies; "hold" babies at
the Med): Shelia Tankersley, P.O. Box
3368, Memphis, TN 38173 # 725—6730.

Memphis Area Gay Youth (MAGY): PO
Box 241852, Memphis, TN 38124 =
335—MAGY for info;
web site: cities
com.westhollywood/1772/.

Memphis Bears Club: PO Box 111094,
Memphis 38111—1094 = 756—2687, e—
mail: _http//members.xoom.com/
memphisbears.

Memphis Center for Reproductive
Health: 1462 Poplar Ave. = 274—3550.

Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community
Center (MGLCC): Box 41074, Memphis
38174 # 324—4297. R

Memphis Lambda Center*: Meeting place
for 12—step recovery programs » 1488
Madison = 276—7379, 726—6293, 527—
1461, or 327—3676. 5

Memphis Lesbian & Gay Coalition for
Justice: Box 241363, Memphis 38124
e—mail: Igci@gaymemphis.com, web
page:

Memphis Pride, Inc.: Gay, Lesbian, Bi—
sexual, & Transgendered Pride Events ®
Box 111265, Memphis 38111 = 32—
PRIDE, e—mail: MphsPride @ aol.com.

‘Memphis TransGender Alliance: TV/TS
support group » c/o Barbara Jean Jasen,
Box 11052, Memphis, TN 38111—0052.

Mid—South AIDS Mastery Workshop:
Ronnie Gardino # 767—2182 or e—mail at
msaidmstry@ aol.com. §

Mystic Krewe of Aphrodite: Box 41822,
Memphis 38174—1822.

National Organization for Women
(NOW): Box 40982, Memphis 38174 #
578—3286 or e—mail at
memphisnow@hotmail.com.

New Beginnings (Adult Children of Al—
coholics): Memphis Lambda Center #
276—7379 or 454—1414.

Parents, Families & Friends of Lesbi—
ans & Gays (P—FLAG):Box 172031,
Memphis 38187—2031 # 761—1444.

Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays
(P—FLAG): Jackson, TN 38305 # 1—901—
664—6614 for information, e—mail:
burtren@aeneas.com

Phoenix AA Memphis Lambda Center #
454—1414.

Safe Harbor MCC: 2117 Union Ave.,
Chapel # 458—0501:

Seriously Sober (AA): Memphis Lambda
Center =. 276—7379 or 454—1414.

Southern Country Memphis: Country
Western Dance Club.

Southern Sisters: Support group for
transexual women (male to female) #

728—4297, 7:30—11 pm for referral.
Stonewall Mission Church: A Progres—

sive Christian Church « Sun. Service
6:30 p.m., meets at the Center, 103
Berry Rd., Nashville, TN 37204 # (615)
269—3480.

Tennessee Leather Tribe: Gay men‘s/
women‘s leather org. 1568 Rolling Hills
1Dr., Memphis, TN 38127—5409 = 357—
921

The Mid—Towners Bowling League: =
323—3111 — Linda Etherton, 342—4630 —
James Bailey.

Tsarus: Leather—Levi club e Box 41082,
Memphis 38174—1082.

U of M Students for Bisexual, Gay &
Lesbian Awareness (BGALA): BGALA
clo Office of Greek Affairs Box 100, U of
M 38152 #  278—5825 email:
bgala@ce.memphis. edu.

UT—Martin ALLIES: Campus and commu—
nity. Alternate Weds. 5 p.m. Info 131F
Humanities Bldg., Martin 38238,
neilg@utm.edu # 587—7301.

WAC (Woman‘s Action Coalition): PO
Box 1203, 3566 Walker, Memphis 38111
= 678—3339.

COMPUTER BULLETIN BOARDS
ear Trappers BBS: Serving Nashville &
surrounding area # (615)360—2837.

COUNSELING SERVICES
Joel Chapman, PhD: 1835 Union Ave.,

Ste. 315 # 726—1284.
Kent D. Fisher, LPC, BCSAC: Group &

Individual Therapy # 458—7164.
Fully Alive! A center for personal enrich—
ment. Susan Taranto, MPS & Carol
Schlicksup, MA. Individual, couples &
group therapy. # 323—2078 » Sliding fee
scale.

Anne S. Gillis, MS: Individual, couple &
family counseling, rebirthing # 761—3435.

Patricia Goshorn, M.Ed.; Licensed Psy—
chological Counselor Simmons, Kelman
& Assoc., 8960 Knight Arnold Rd, Ste
316 # 369—6050. __.

Cliff Heegel, PhD: Licensed Psychologist
*+Centerpoint, 5180 Park Ave. Ste 150 #
767—1066.

Sheridan Lambe, LCSW: Individual &
Couple Counseling, # 761—9178.

Jos1eogh Robert Pfeiffer, LCSW: # 578—
9107.

M. Todd Puckett, MS: Individual & group
therapy. » 5180 Park Ave, Ste. 125 =
767—1066 ext. 42 « Sliding fee scale
available.

Jogce Schimenti, LCSW: Individual &
roup Counselirghn 761—9178.

JITO sshaw, MA, PhD, CMSW: = 327—
55.

J. Kent Usry, CMSW: Individual, couples,
bereavement & sexuality counseling. #
578—9107.

DENTAL SERVICES
William N. Castle, D.D.S.: Dentist » 776

Mt. Moriah # 685—5008.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Ronnie Bingham, CPA: Taxes, account—

ing, estate planning # 753—1413.
Donald Morgan Bookkeeping and Tax
Service: 3340 Poplar Ave.,Ste 305 #
458—0152.

Karen B. Shea: Financial Consultant,
Smith Barney Inc., 1661 International
Dr., Ste. 200 # 818—4134, 800—227—4146,
fax: 818—4233.

FLORISTS
Botanica: 937 S. Cooper, # 274—5767, 1—
800—769—5767 fax: 274—5688.

Flamingo Flowers & Gifts: 3864 Macon
Road, Suite 2 # 452—0803.

Park East Florist: 6005 Park # 761—2980.

GRAPHICS/PHOTOGRAPHY
ALL2GRAPHC DESIGN: Logos, letter—
head, ad campaigns, T—shirt design, il—
lustration, web pages, billboards. # 272—
1336 or e—mail:
ALL2GRAPHC@aol.com.

Barr Photography: Call 12—7 » Jackie/
Nadine# 366—7920.

Bonehead Creative: 1271 Poplar Ste
103, Memphis 38104 # 276—2101.

Graffiti Graphics: 1985 Madison #7 #
278—5002.

It‘s Done!: Typing, word processing/print—
ing service—resumés, thesis, manu—
scripts, etc. # 795—4308.

 

 

 

 

 

M ID — S O UT H RESOURCES

J.W. Illustrations: Pen & Ink drawing of
homes # 386—8193.

Printe1rs Ink: Box 11485,—0485 # 454—
1411.

RK Photo: Black & white photography,
processing & printing services. Full color
post card advertising. Call # 452—2766
or e—mail: btag69a@prodigy.com.

See—S: Portraits & photography = 327—
3760.

That‘s Certainly Graphics: Resumés, ad
campaigns, letterhead, etc. # 761—2980.

HELP & INFORMATION LINES
irmation: # (708) 733—9590.

AIDS Switchboard: = 278—AIDS.
Gay & Lesbian Hotline: = 1—800—285—
7431 (24 hr. help & information for Les—
bians, Gays,. transvestites &
transexuals).

Gay & Lesbian Youth Hotline: # 1—800—
347—TEEN (Thu.—Sun., 7pm—11:45pm.).

Gay & Lesbian Switchboard: = 324—
giAYS « 24—hrs. Live Operators 7:30—
1pm.

Human Rights Campaign: = 327—2677
jmaynard2@ earthlink.net

LINC: = 725—8895.
Narcotics Anonymous: # 276—LIVE.
Rape Crisis: # 528—2161.
Suicide & Crisis Intervention: = 274—
7477.

Transvestite—Transexual National
Hotline: = (617) 899—2212 (8—2am,
Mon.—Sat.).

LEGAL SERVICES __
e Hoglund Law Firm at Memphis: 165
Madison, Ste 1813, Memphis 38103 #
526—7526 (24 hrs).

David Hooper, Attorney At Law: 1870
Union Ave # 274—6824.

Susan Mackenzie, Attorney At Law: 100
N. Main, Ste 2518 = 526—0809.

Robert Ross, Attorney At Law: 100 N.
Main, Ste 3310 # 525—0417.

Jocelyn D. Wurzburg, Attorney At Law:
5118 Park , Ste 232, # 684—1332.

Jason 0. Young, Jr.: 147 Jefferson, Ste
806, # 728—4000.

LODGING
ABC (Affordable Basic Comfort) Re—

treat: Nightly/weekly rates on smoking
and non—smoking rooms # 377—7701.

French Quarter Suites: 2144 Madison #
523—8912.

MASSAGE SERVICES
ABC A Bodywise Company Retreat:

Relaxing therapeutic, full—body massage/
sports massage. Biorhythm charting. By
appointment. # 377—7701

Bodycare by Jordan: Deep tissue mas—
sage, therapeutic touch and preparation
for movement. By appointment only. #
527—2273.

Bodyworks by Randal: Body Electric full
body massage. By appointment only. #
324—8316. §

Jim Brymer, LMT: Muscle & deep tissue
therapy, reflexology, Swedish massage
# 521—6044, pager 391—3176. .

Massage by Jim: = Pager 541—0579.
Massage by Michael: # 278—5475.
Massage by Sharah: Full—body, by ap—
pointment only, male and female # 753—
9449.

Tom Pitman: Rejuvenating full—body mas—
sage by appointment. = 761—7977 or
Beeper 575—1230.

Craig von Graeler: Professional full body
massage by appointment. Please call
10am—10pm = 278—9768.

__MEDIA
Recovery Times: Free monthly news—
paper focusing on addictions & recov—
ery. Distributed in Memphis, Jackson, &
Nashville TN # (901) 377—7963.

Triangle Journal News: Monthly news—
paper published by Printers Ink « Box
11485, Memphis, 38111—0485 # 454—
1411, Fax: 454—1411 *51 E—mail:
TJNmemphis@aol.com.

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES
Antique Warehouse: 2563 Summer 2
323—0600.

Bereavement Express: A unique way to
express your sympathy to family, friends,
co—workes, clients. # 578—9107;
www.LandscapesPublishing.com

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Biorhythm Charting. Nuemerology,
Tarot Reading, Chinese Astrological
Lunar Placement Interpretation and Yin
Yang Sticks. Personal consultations by
appointment only: # 377—7701.

Bliss Salon: 2111 Madison # 726—6100.
Diabbles Hair Co.: 19 N. Cooper # 725—

521. &
Eagle Pest Control: Jacqueline Behles
# 743—8945.

Kyla J. Dillard, DVM: Housecall Veteri—
narian, Memphis Area = (901) 324—
3425. For emergency care call = (901)
533—5084.

David Gairhan: A/C, refrigeration & ap—
pliance repair # 274—7011

Have Bar Will Travel: Bartending for pri—
vate functions » Lisa Gray (The Peabody
Hotel) = 726—5910.

Bob Hughes, EdD: Yoga, relaxation &
meditation classes # 682—0855.

Kings Interior Painting: # 745—3300.
Lavender Earth*: 852 S. Cooper, # 272—
2853.

Love Song Greeting Cards: Specializing
in greeting cards for lovers only » P.O.
Box 676, Horn Lake, MS 38637—2165.

McPherson Appliance Clinic: Sales, ser—
vice & repair, Heating & A/C. » 1447
National, = 327—6887, 327—7395.

Midtown Galleries & Auction, Inc.*: An—
tiques, Art, Painted & Unusual Furnish»
ings e 2228 Central # 725—0049.

Midtown House Cleaning Service: 15yr
exp., ref., onsight est., « # 274—0281
evenings or weekends.

Pet Care Unlimited: Pet sitting and/or
house sitting by competent, caring couple
# 726—6198.

Enrica Ramey: Insurance Memphis =
Business: 377—1075.

Sanders Facilities, Inc.: Catering & party
facility rental « Michael Sanders # 948—
3998. _

Star Search Video*: 1411 Poplar Ave #
272—STAR.

The Limo Connection: # 521—0331.
TNT Painting: Tom Rowe & Trent
Gatewood # 481—7900.

Tom Webb Ins.: Insuring in the Gay and —
Lesbian Community, 4646 Poplar # 682—
2170.

TropicalImpressions: Pet Shop & Groom—
ing Salon » 3700 S. Mendenhall # 794—
3047 or 365—9716.

Vantek: Internet Services » Box 111324,
Memphis 38111—1324 # 324—4999, e—
mail: vtiadmin@vantek.net.

Whittington Tree & Lawn Service:
Sandra &Troy Whittington # 685—8410.
Free estimates, 24 hr service.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Russell Armstrong, Developer, Looney De—
velopments: 194 Looney Ave. # 525—3044.

Jerry Everett, Realtor Associate, Pyra—
mid Realtors: 134 Timber Creek Drive
# 753—6300.

Glenn Moore, Broker, Owner, Wood:
land Realty: = 377—1057

Steve Solomon, Broker, Sowell & Com—
pany: 54 S. Cooper # 278—4380, Fax
278—4390, Resi 363—1060, email
STEVENC1@AOL.COM.

Randy Wilder, Affiliate Broker, Sowell &
Company: 54 S. Cooper = 278—4380,
Fax 278—4390, Home 725—1818, Pager
533—0620.

 

 
TRAVEL

Carlson Wagonlit Travel: Call Kris =
387—2083 or 800—861—5111

Gateway Travel: 2090 Overton Square
Lane # 276—3388.

Great American Cruises, Inc.: Cruise
Travel Agency, Sherman Perkins, 52 N.
Second # 525—5302.

Travel Customized by Jean Morris:
Member tnternational Gay & Lesbian
Travel Association # 465—2936.

TJN IS ALSO DISTRIBUTED AT
. THESE LOCATIONS

Bookstar: 3402 Poplar Ave. # 323—9332.
Circuit Playhouse: 1705 Poplar Ave. #
726—5521

Davis—Kidd Booksellers Inc.: 397 Perkins
Rd. Ext. = 683—9801.

Memphis and Shelby County Public Li—
brary: 1850 Peabody # 725—8800.

Tobacco Corner Newsroom: 669
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Adults Only!
Restrictions apply. Certain optional features are $2.49 per minute.

For ACME Customer Service, call: 1—800—445—3002

   
 

  


