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Werecently attended the Ballet Memphis

production of Where The Wild Things Are. It

is important to note that Ballet Memphis

danced several performances of this show

for children in Shelby County prior to its

two public performances last month.

We took our son with us to the Saturday

evening performance at 8 p.m., mainly be—

cause it was his idea to attend the show in

the first place. As we nestled into our seats

at The Orpheum, the lights began to fade

and what happened next should serve as a

lesson, not only to Ballet Memphis, but to

organizations everywhere.

Unknown to us, there were three sepa—

rate ballets scheduled on the program for

the evening. Instead of opening the show

with Where the Wild Things Are, Ballet Mem—

phis choose to open with the other two,

Angels In The Architecture and another one,

for which the title escapes us. Here‘s why.

Within the first five minutes of the first

ballet, our sonbegan to fidget in his seat. Ten

minutes later and we had to exit the concert

hall for the lobby because he was bored to

tears, literally. We also choose to exit as not to

disturb the other patrons seated nearby.

As we entered the lobby, we noticed sev—

eral mothers and fathers seated in the lobby

with their children, too. One mother said

to me, "We came to see monsters, not that."

When we heard the applause signaling

the end of the first ballet, we reentered the

concert hall only to find the second, name—

less ballet, beginning. It took all of two min—

utes for our son to request another exit to

the lobby. This time we found several more

parents and children enjoying refreshments

and the freedom to move around and talk.

We questioned an usher as to when

Where The Wild Things Are would begin. We

were told the second ballet still had 10 min—

utes to go, and then there would be a 20—

minute intermission.
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Finally, the house lights dimmed and we

returned to our seats. The time was roughly

9:15 p.m. We are happy to note, the third bal—

let, the one we came to see, was terrific and

our son sat completely still for the entire thing.

The 10—footmonsters and set were simple and

understandable to him, unlike the adult—level

selections, which were abstract at best.

By the time we got back to our car, it was

about 10 p.m., and although very sleepy, our

son requested we attend a party being held

nearby for everyone who attended the bal—

let that night. We explained it was late and

we headed for home. He was asleep in the

back seat not 10 minutes later.

Our question, at least to Ballet Memphis, is

"Don‘t you know young children can‘t be ex—

pected to sit still for two hours?" We realize

that with a captive audience, Ballet Memphis

wanted to present the first two ballets, andwe

realize that in the entertainment industry, the

first two ballets served as the "opening acts,"

so to speak. But, perhaps Ballet Memphis,

knowing there were children in the audience,

shouldhavebegun its programwith Where The

Wild Things Are. This would have at least ac—

commodated the kids and the parents, and

kept those who were truly interested in all the

ballets, from being disrupted by those only

wanting to see the main attraction.

We‘ve seen this mentality in other pro—

grams, as well. One Saturday at The

Children‘s Museum, several arts groups were

there to do short presentations to the kids.

The children‘s attention was truly captured

by a violinist as he played "Old McDonald."

The children became still, sat down and lis—

tened to every note. Then, the Memphis Sym—

phony Orchestra did a lengthy, very classical

piece. The children‘s attention disappeared

quickly, and within seconds, they were up >

and running around again.

See And Your Point Is ..., page 47
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AsFamily & Friends gets ready to kickoff its "Who‘s Who

in the Mid—South GLBT Community," we wanted to take

this opportunity to tell you about one young man who not

only is on our list of "Who‘s Who," but who also is a leader

of tomorrow.

Just back from an intern—

ship in Washington, D.C.,

Michael Moore is certainly no

stranger to the Memphis

GLBT community.

At age 20, Moore‘s story of

being gay dates back to 1985,

whenhe was just five years old

and living in New Orleans, La.

"I knew I was different at

age 5," he began. "I had

crushes on other little boys

like little boys had crushes on

little girls." But it wasn‘t until

Moore was 12, that he learned

the true meaning of "gay." "I

finally realized that I was gay,

and what that meant."

Although he didn‘t realize

he was gay until almost his

teenage years, Moore told

Family & Friends he was ha—

rassed by his peers as early as

elementary school.

"Even in elementary school

I was harassed," he recalled. "I didn‘t have a deep voice

and some of my mannerisms, I guess, weren‘t very mascu—

line, so I got called names like ‘girl," ‘sissy‘ and ‘Michelle.""

His harassment finally resulted in quitting school at

Kirby High School in Memphis, which is where his family

relocated to seven years ago.

"I came out to my family and friends when I was

16," he said. "And I started to come out at school. I

ended up dropping out of school because of the harass—

ment and there were problems at home, too, during that

time. So, I had to take one way or the other. About six

months later, I left home because I knew my step—fa—

ther wouldn‘t handle it well. I moved in with my sister

Michael Moore gets a hug from Candice Gingrich

during his internship with the Human Rights

Campaign in Washington, D.C.

November 2000

ving himself aleader for tomorrow
and we shared an apartment for about a year."

Moore studied and received his GED, and at age 17,
got involved with Memphis Area Gay Youth, MAGY.
He said he found out about MAGY through his aunt,
who was friends with Karen Borth, affectionately
known as "MAGY Mom." ©,

"In MAGY I ended up taking on the role of a youth
leader," Moore explained. "I‘m the only youth who con—trols the MAGY phone. If I‘m

still here (Memphis) I‘ll probablybecome a MAGY advisor be—
cause I feel like MAGY helpedme so much and I could possi—
bly bring something back to the
group as an older person."Moore said the "help" he re—
ceived through MAGY came in
the way of building his self—es—teem and confidence, not to men—tion the fact that he met friends,which is something he said he
never really had much of. He also
said it was great to meet other
youth who identified as gay.Becoming older and wishingto get more involved in the
GLBT community, nationallyand notjust locally, Moore filled
out an application for the Hu—
man Rights Campaign‘s YouthCollege 2000.‘"The Youth College helps
train you and then sends you to
a (political) campaign some—

where," he noted. "About 200 to 300 people applied for the
college, and it was narrowed down to 40 finalists (with
Moore included). But only 20 people made the final cut,
and I wasn‘t one of them. Most of the people who made
the cut were like 20 years old or older and were almost
finished with college or had finished college. They also
looked at people‘s education level, prior campaign experi—
ence and community involvement." The HRC holds a youth
college every two years, and those who make the final cut
have their expenses paid by the HRC.

Then one day, as luck would have it, Moore was talking
See Michael Moore, page 7
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to the Political Action Committee coordinator at the HRC,
when the coordinator offered him an internship position

with the HRC in its office in Washington, D.C.

 

"I was so excited. But, since that internship didn‘t pay
expenses, I only had two weeks to get ready to be gone
from home for 10 weeks," he said. "I was going to get paid
(for being an intern), but I didn‘t have the money for a plane
ticket and other expenses like rent. But, I‘ve got some re—
ally good friends who raised $1,000 formy travel expenses,
clothes and spending money until I got my first paycheck.
I didn‘t have a place to stay until three days before I got
ready to leave."

Part of Moore‘s duties as a HRC intern were a bit ironic.
"Basically, I spent half the time preparing for the youth

college, which I didn‘t get into. You know, doing things like
gathering information on the applicants and the speakers.
The other half ofmy time was spent looking at gay publica—
tions across the country, comparing ad rates and stuff."

While working as a HRC intern, Moore had the oppor—
tunity to meet and work with two of the country‘s most
influential lesbians.

"Elizabeth Birch (executive director of the HRC) is a very
smart and very sweet lesbian," Moore said. "I only talked
to her a few times, but she told me I should come back and

visit the HRC office sometime."

Birch spoke at the National Democratic Convention, and
in doing so became the first ever person from a gay organi—

zation to speak during prime time.

"I also was working in the same office as Candice Gingrich
(half—sister of former Speaker of the HouseNewt Gingrich),"
Moore said. "She is just a sweet lesbian who watches the
‘PowerPuff Girls.‘ We had a lot of fun onHRC‘s annual team—

building white water rafting trip to West Virginia.

"On the very last day of my internship, she (Gingrich)
asked me to stay and be her intern (for this year‘s National
Coming Out Day project), but it was already too late," he
continued. "I had already bought my plane ticket. I didn‘t
know if I could keep living where I was living, and be—
sides, I was a little homesick. I had gotten so excited that
week knowing I was coming home. But I told her (Gingrich)
that I would keep her offer in mind until a later date."
Now back at home in Memphis and residing in Cordova,

 

from page 6

Moore is working at Corky‘s Restaurant in Cordova "a lot,"

and plans to take the ACT test in December.

"I‘m looking for grants and financial aid so I can get into

college, somewhere, anywhere in the fall," he added. "I‘m

still a youth leader for MAGY, which takes up a lot of time."

In addition, Moore said the board of theMGLCC has asked

him tobe considered as a nominee for its position ofvice presi—

dent, which he said he would do since in 1999, he served as

treasurer of the MGLCC. As far as other plans for the future,

Moore said he plans to re—apply for the HRC‘s Youth College

in 2002. Knowing Moore and considering his internship ex—

perience, F&F feels he will easily be accepted this time.

Looking back on his internship with the HRC, Moore

concluded, "I just never thought I would get to do any—

thing like that. When I applied for the youth college, I didn‘t

really expect to be accepted, but I learned so much from

my internship with (the) HRC."
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Holy Trinity gets a devastating surprise

Church discovers it owes about $12,000 in back property taxes

MY PATRICIA PAIR

conNTRIRUTINGA w@QITER

The staff and congregation of Memphis‘ Holy Trinity

Community Church felt as if they had received a collective

punch in the stomach recently. The punch came in the form

of news that the church owes two years of delinquent real

estate taxes. However, the church refuses to allow the blow

to bring it to the mat.

Rev. Timothy Meadows, M.Div., pastor of HTCC, said

the news came as a surprise to church administration and

members, alike.

"We‘re chartered as a church," he began. "We‘ve always

rented buildings and have never had to deal with owner—

ship issues before we purchased this building (located at

3430 Summer Avenue). In fact, we recently received some—

thing from the state saying HTCC is still functioning and

that it continues to have its sales tax exemption status." He

added that he believed churches were exempt from paying

property taxes, a fact he has learned has no validity.

According to a person answering the telephone in the

City of Memphis Treasurer‘s Office, churches aren‘t auto—

matically exempt from paying property taxes.

"They (churches) have to apply for it (property tax exemp—

tion status)," thewomanin the city treasurer‘s office explained.

"Otherwise, we have no way of knowing a property owner is

a church, even if the word ‘churchis in its name."

But the question remains: How is it that HTCC has re—

mained unaware of its delinquent property taxes? Igno—

rance of the first year‘s property taxes might explain the

delinquency for 1998, but how is it that the church, after

taxes became delinquent for 1999, still didn‘t know about

its delinquency until this past summer?

Unfortunately, the answer to that question is multi—fac—

eted and seems to lie somewhere within the church‘s ad—

dress and the church‘s deed.

"This summer, the church received a registered letter

from the tax collector‘s office saying HTCC owed roughly

$12,000 in back property taxes, penalties and interest for

1998 and1999. But, if they (the property tax bills and de—

linquency notices) were coming to the church, why didn‘t

we know about it?" Rev. Meadows said. The church‘s ad—

ministration turned to HTCC Treasurer Don Morgan for

an answer as to why.

"Don (Morgan) said the city and county had been send—

ing the (property tax bills) to the old address on Madison

Avenue (the previous location of the church, which it

leased)," Rev. Meadows continued. "But, when Don went

to the county office this summer, he found the church had

been placed on the docket to be sold for delinquent (prop—

erty) taxes. We had received no notification whatsoever,

that we know of, of this action." In addition, Rev. Mead—

ows said HTCC‘s address had finally been changed from

the Madison Avenue address to the Summer Avenue ad—

dress in February 1999, one month after the 1999 property

tax bills were sent out.

At that point, Rev. Meadows said HTCC hired an attorney

because "we got the runaround from the city and county."

According to Rev. Meadows, the attorney told the church

vestry an ordinance, passed in 1997, reads that if a non—

profit organization doesn‘t fill out a form (a form HTCC

has since filled out for 2000 and subsequent years) with the

city, then the organization is not exempt from paying prop—

erty taxes. The attorney also got the church removed from

the chancery court docket, he added. f

"Basically, we were told that if we didn‘t file the prop—

erty tax—exemption form, then we‘re liable for the back taxes,

penalties and interest," Rev. Meadows said. He added that

the attorney believed he could, however, get the church out

of paying the penalties and interest.

According to Rev. Meadows, after the church‘s attorney

checked into getting the city and county to waive the pen—

alties and interest, the city said it would waive the fees,

while the county said, by law, it cannot waive the fees.

A phone call to Don Cruse, manager of the Shelby

County Tax Assessor‘s Answer Center, shed a new light

on elements of the situation. But first, let‘s look at the prop—

erty taxes in question, according to information forwarded

to the county and city tax collectors‘ offices every April

from Cruse‘s office.

According to Cruse, the Summer Avenue property was

placed in the "commercial property" category, meaning the

value used to assess property taxes is based on 40 percent of

the property‘s appraised value. In 1998, the appraised value

was $360,200, 40 percent of that is $144,082 and the county

tax rate that year was $2.82 per $100 valuation and the city

rate was $2.77 per $100 valuation. In 1999, the appraised

value was $313,600, 40 percent of which is $125,400 and the

county tax rate that year was $3.54 per $100 valuation and

the city rate was $2.77 per $100 valuation. And, according to

Cruse, interest is 18 percent and the penalty fees come from

the cost of filing in chancery court.

"Any non—profit organization has to petition the state to

receive property tax exemption status. The state acts as a

SeeHTCC, page 58
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A double blessing! TOM ROWE and TRENT

GATEWOOD, owners of ONE MORE, had the highest bid

at the Friends For Life Auction for renting out THEATER‘S

MEMPHIS‘ LITTLE THEATRE for a show. Then they turned

around and sold tickets to see Fit To Be Tied in September.

All of the money, approximately $2,000, was donated to a

friend, Misha, to help her with her medical expenses due

to her cancer treatments.

And another double blessing is in the works from BILLY

BUCHANAN. Having been the highest bidder at the

Friends For Life Auction for a rental of Hardin Hall at the

Memphis Botanic Gardens, he has graciously donated the

hall to LOVING ARMS for their bi—annual HOME FOR

THE HOLIDAYS CHRISTMASAUCTION 2000. The auc—

tion is set for Sunday, Nov. 19, beginning at 6 p.m. Cost is

$10 per person.

Long time, no see. Many folks commented that it had

been a while since they had seen KIRBY KINCAID. Nice to

see you Kirby at the NATIONALCOMING OUT DAY pic—

nic last month.

Family & Friends would like to introduce you to LAM

MEDALLION, a self—appointed dictate of style and gra—

ciousness, among other things. Lam‘s humorous advice

column will make you laugh and might just answer one of

those questions that Dear Abby never did.

In October, BACKSTREET MEMPHIS raised $200 for

Shannon, an employee that was injured in a swimmingpool

accident, at a benefit show.

BEYONDTEA#6, a three—day fund—raising event for the

ADULT SPECIAL CARE CLINIC, will be held Friday, Sat—
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urday and Sunday, Nov. 17, 18 and 19, at J—Wag‘s, 1268

Madison Avenue. The event includes a show, an auction

and a sit—down dinner. The Adult Special Care Clinic treats

85% of the persons with HIV/AIDS in the Memphis area.

Volunteers are still needed; call Scottie at (901) 272—0860.

We at Family & Friends would like to express our sorrow

to BUTCH VALENTINE in the loss of his father on Oct. 20.

Join the RECONCILINGCHURCHESOFMEMPHIS for

a service of worship and celebration on Sunday, Nov. 12, 4

p.m. at HOLY TRINITY COMMUNITY CHURCH, 3430

SummerAve. All are invited to attend this free service which

will include representatives from several Memphis area

gay—affirming churches, including Prescott Memorial Bap—

tist Church, Neshoba Unitarian Universalist Church, Safe

Harbor Metropolitan Community Church, First Congrega—

tional Church, Holy Trinity Community Church and Mem—

phis Friends Meeting.

The MEMPHIS LESBIAN & GAY COALITION FOR

JUSTICE invites you to attend a panel discussion to focus

on discrimination in employment or housing because of

sexual orientation or gender identity. A panel of legal ex—

perts is being assembled to address questions about dis—

crimination and what can be done to respond to it. The

meeting will be Monday, Nov. 27, from 7 to 8 p.m. at the

Highland Street branch library, 460 South Highland.

Kudos to a sponsor who wishes to remain anonymous.

This "good samaritan" is sponsoring the MEMPHIS

PRIDE INC. board retreat, scheduled to take place this

month. Way to go!

BROTHERSUNITED OFMEMPHIS is supporting a por—

tion of the CONFERENCE ON EMERGING WRITERS set

to take place Thursday, Friday and Saturday, Nov. 24, at

The University of Memphis. While the conference begins at

6 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 2, Brothers United is supporting

the two concluding presentations: a panel discussion on

"Crossing Genres" from 3 to 5 p.m. and a reading by fiction

writer Thomas Glave and

poet Mia Leonin at 6 p.m.

Both events will take place ,

on Saturday, Nov. 4.

Our hats are off to les—

bian restaurant owners

KATHY and NANCY,

proprietors of LILLY‘S

DIMSUM THENSOME at

903 South Cooper. They

placed in the top three in

the Memphis Flyer‘s Best

of Memphis contest.

Their categories in—

cluded "Best New Res—

taurant," "Best Dessert"

and "Best Business

Lunch." Keep up the

good work ladies!

_ 212 North Evergreen

901—722—2177
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: AIDS Today
 

World readies for World AIDS Day
yelp

HANACING EpITOR
World AIDS Day will be celebrated Dec. 1. This annualUnited Nations event is orchestrated by UNAIDS, the JointUnited Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS.Ironically, from a world—wide standpoint, HIV/AIDS,at one time known as "the gay disease," seems to havemoved into the heterosexual community to the pointthat it is a "heterosexual disease." According «5,90 y

to statistics provided by UNAIDS, from a
worldwide perspective that seems to be true.

However, we must not be lulled into a
false belief that HIV/AIDS is only a
remnant of what it used to be in the
gay and lesbian community here in
America, in Tennessee and even in
Memphis. From a national perspec—
tive, HIV/AIDS is still very visible
and aggressive against the GLBT
community. The worldwide percentages do not reflect the
HIV/AIDS percentages in our own country.

Each year UNAIDS determines a specific theme for that
year‘s efforts to educate and eradicate HIV/AIDS from the
world. "AIDS: Men Make a Difference" is the focus for the
year beginning Dec. 1, 2000. Actually, "AIDS: Men Make a
Difference" will be the focus of the following year, as well.

According to www the official website of
UNAIDS and World AIDS Day, "The new campaign aims
to involve men more fully in the effort against AIDS and to
bring about a much—needed focus on men in national re—
sponses to the epidemic." The three—fold goal of the cam—
paign is "first, to raise awareness of the relationship be—

 

    
   

 

  

tween men‘s behavior and HIV; second, to encourage men
and adolescent boys to make a strong commitment to pre—
venting the spread of HIV and caring for those affected,
and, third, to promote programs that respond to the needs
of both men and women."

The UNAIDS website continues to explain the reason—
ing behind "AIDS: Men Make a Difference," "All over the
world, women find themselves at special risk of HIV infec—
tion because of their lack of power to determine where,

when and how sex takes place." This statement em—
phasizes a culture component in the worldwide
picture, whereby in many third—world coun—
tries, women still remain in an inferior, un—

1ST 05C

P3

to be submissive to men.

The Centers for Disease Control

(CDC) quotes the Joint United Na—

tions Programme on HIV/AIDS:

* Today, 33.6 million people

(worldwide) are estimated to be liv—

ing with HIV/AIDS. Of these, 32.4

million are adults, including 14.8 million women. It also

has infected 1.2 million children under the age of 15.

* During 1999, HIV—associated illnesses caused the deaths

of an estimated 2.6 million people (worldwide), including

1.1 million women and 470,000 children under the age of 15

* Womenarebecoming increasingly infectedbyHIV (world—

wide). Approximately 46 percent, or 14.8 million, of the 32.4

million adults living withHIV orAIDSworldwide, are women.

* The overwhelming majority of people with HIV—some 95

percent of the global total —now live in a developing (country).

See page 14 for some statistics that give a picture of

AIDS here in the United States, in Shelby County andin

the state of Mississippi.

 

Plans underway to observe World AIDS Day in Memphis

 

 

At press time, the plans for ob—

serving World AIDS Day on Fri—

day, Dec. 1, here in Memphis were

not complete. A service of some

type, to be held in a church or an

outdoor stadium, was being seri—

ously discussed, but the final de—

tails will not be known till the

middle of November.

The Memphis and Shelby County

Health Department is in charge of or—

ganizing this event. This year, about 10

individuals representing several differ—

ent agencies and groups were included

in the planning process.

However, one thing we do know

will be happening.

First Baptist Church of Memphis,

located at the corner of Poplar and

Parkway, will place white—staked

markers on its lawn Monday, Nov. 27,

through Saturday, Dec. 9, in memory

of the 2,163 men, women and children

in Shelby County who have died as a

result of AIDS.

Butch Valentine also is scheduled to

speak for two to three minutes to the

congregation of First Baptist Church

(yes, a Southern Baptist church) about

World AIDS Day on either Sunday,

Nov. 26, or Sunday, Dec. 3. The

church‘s services are televised on

News Channel 3 at 11 a.m.
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AIDS cases in U.S., Shelby County

AIDS Cases by Exposure Categor

  

 

 

 

 

 

United States* Shelby County**

Category Total Percentage Total Percentage

Male Homosexual contact 341,597 47.1% 1,593 56.2%

Injecting drug use 184,429 25.5% 290 10.2%

Heterosexual contact 74,476 10.3% 575 20.3%

Risk not identified 63,963 8.8% 86 3.0%

Both male homosexual and injecting drug use 46,582 6.4% 226 8.0%

Hemophilia, blood transfusion, etc. f 13,606 1.9% 67 2.3%

TOTALS 724,653 100.0% 2,837 100.0%

AIDS Cases by Gender

United States* Shelby County** Mississippi***

Category Total Percentage Total Percentage Total Percentage

Male 604,843 82.5% 2,353 82.9% 311 62.1%

Female 119,810 16.3% 484 17.1% 185 37.3%

TOTALS 724,653 100.0% 2,837 100.0% 496 100.0%

*As reported to the Center for Disease Control through December 31, 1999

**As reported to the Memphis & Shelby County Health Department through June 30, 2000

***As reported to the Mississippi State Department of Health through December 31, 1999

Ten States/Territories Reporting Highest Number of AIDS Cases ?

As Reported to the Center for Disease Control Through December 31, 1999

New Yorks: ?..: ...i lagRMIT Ani. asc dra 136,062 18.8%*

Californias. sls eAaNAI IE sain cta 115,336 15.9%

Florida: irae ! AVAL ARA IRN NYE ... Pas 75,539 10.4%

TexasaAlRLEaas a Koc av hana ra r arage a rena n sates by v 51,449 7.1%

New Jersey. iT .A AAN EFE ]. sea neds tree an < P 40,216 3.5%

PuefoO RiGO ...... .... ...s «orie Rivets JAA eng tah [s. 23,546 3.2%

.". A Past L, ioo ieee cala ra Pade np aie she k Celene ior‘ > 23,220 3.2%

... 00! vk »« «&e Ca ise a r 4 Pale diere r e 22,988 3.2%

.:. r. raver es are. on r a oe re ene see ei d aad c whe al na n bole a #s 21,628 3.0%

Maryland. nr viata entreaties s 48s X hes ny aoe ends Haly 20,231 2.8%

*(Percentage of Total Cases of 724,653)

 
 

TENNESSEE DISABILITY INFORMATION &
REFERRAL OFFICE

6. John E Kennedy Center, Vanderbilt University

Phone: (615) 322—8529 (Voice) + (800) 640—INFO (4636)
(615) 343—2958 (TDD) » (800) 273—9595 (TDD)

E—mail: carole.moore—slater@vanderbilt.edu
Website: http:/www.vanderbilt.edu/kennedy/findse.html

This officeprovides information about disability supports and
community services available to individuals, families, and agencies in TN.
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Consortium shepherds AIDS funding, agencies

RY REX WOCCNCR

cONTRIRUTIWNG wRTER

 

The United States government provides $1.6 billion in
federal funding through the "Ryan White Care Act" to as—
sist in health care costs and support services for low—in—
come, uninsured and under—insured individuals and fami—
lies affected by HIV and AIDS.

Of the $1.6 billion, Tennessee received $11.1 million of
the pie this year. That money, of course, was distributed
throughout the state. More than $500,000 in whatis known
as Title II funds, was issued to Memphis. These funds must
be used by agencies to provide health and support services
for persons living with HIV/AIDS.

By the way, Memphis is in line to receive an additional
$900,000 due to the efforts of U.S. Senators Bill Frist (R—TN)
and Jim Jeffords (R—VT). They have submitted an amend—
ment to the "Ryan White CARE Act," which recomputes
the way cases are calculated so that more funds are avail—

Friday; ‘Novémber 17 — 9:00 {imp ‘
in the Millennium Theater      

 ._ Must be 21 + Tickets: $27.50 « Available at any Ticketmaster outlet __
_ Formore information call 1—888—24K—PLAY _ L
_ www.goldstrikemississippi.com . é 

able to large metropolitan areas.
So who overseers and distributes that money in Mem—

phis? The answer is the Southwest Tennessee HIV/AIDS
Care Consortium. The consortium is made up solely of vol—
unteers. Some are HIV—positive and some are not. Manywork
in the "industry" as health care or social service providers
and some are just individuals from the community who are
interested in the goals of the consortium.

The mission of the consortium is to serve the health care
and support service needs of persons infected by HIV/
AIDS through: sharing knowledge, skills and expertise in
the service of persons infected by HIV/AIDS; promoting
and providing quality health care and support services to
the community; identifying gaps and duplications of ser—
vice; prioritizing needs; providing resources, and evaluat—
ing programs.

The consortium is made up of various committees that
do the work of the consortium. To avoid any conflict of

See Consortium, page 16
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Best Sercing Books

General Books

1. All About Us, Keel, P. $12.95

2. The Night Listener, Maupin, A. $26.00

3. Biological Exurberance, Bagemihl, B.

$21.95

4. Blessed Bi Spirit, Kolodny, D. $24.95

5. Is It A Choice?, Marcus, E. $13.00

Women‘s Books

# 1. Off Season, Calhoun, J. $11.95

2. Sleeping Bones, Forrest, K. $13.00

3. Calm Before the Storm, Herring, P.

$11.95

4. Femme‘s Guide to the Universe,

Rednour, S. $14.95

5. Undertow, Schutzer, A. $11.95

 

Men‘s Books

1. It‘s Not Mean If It‘s True, Ford, M. $12.95

2. Midnight in Savannah, Porter, D.

$14.95

3. Mr. Right is Out There, George, K.

$13.95

4. Density of Souls, Rice, C. $23.95

5. Fully Exposed, Cooper, E. $27.99

CARDS
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Order by phone (615) 340—0034
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interest, any individuals employed by agencies receiving

Title II funds through the consortium, are not eligible to

join certain committees or have a vote.

One such committee is the Needs Assessment Commit—

tee. Its work is crucial in determining how the Title II funds

will be used.

So, how are the dollars put in the hands of the various

agencies that provide these services?

Any community based non—profit organization may ap—

ply for funding. In fact, the consortium holds workshops

and actively promotes agencies to apply for Title II fund—

ing. However, application is not a guarantee an agency will

receive funding. At this point, the report generated by the

Needs Assessment Committee comes into play. This report

determines and prioritizes the service and health care needs

of individuals living with HIV/AIDS in this area and, most

importantly, determines gaps in those services.

The consortium, as overseer of the Title II funds, has desig—

nated the United Way of the Mid—South as the "lead agency"

to administer the funds. For this, the United Way gets 10 per—

cent off the top. A Grant Review Committee then makes the

final decision on the distribution of the remaining funds.

The Grant Review Committee is composed of persons

outside the membership of the consortium and who remain

anonymous to the membership. The Grant Review Commit—

tee also includes the "lead agent" from the United Way of

the Mid—South and the chair of the consortium. This com—

mittee looks at a variety of items when determining which

agencies are funded, including the service history of the

agency, how long the agency has been providing services to

the community, does the agency have the facilities to pro—

vide the services for which they have submitted a proposal

and the accounting and management abilities of the agency.

What about history of services with money the agency has

received in the past? Was there a high quality of service to its

consumers? Were there any complaints against the agency?

How did they score in the semi—annual site visits by the

Evaluation Committee? Were the monthly reports on time?

The GrantReview Committee also visits each agency request—

ing funding before making its final decision.

Last year, the disbursement of Title II funds after the

United Way of the Mid—South received its 10 percent for

administrative costs was as follows: $157,000 was used for

an insurance program which provides insurance continu—

ation for persons living with HIV/AIDS; $79,367 went to

See Consortium, page 17
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Loving Arms for transportation services and provision of

non—medical supplies for clients; $78,352 went to Friends

For Life for transportation services, food pantry and non—

medical supplies for clients; $74,500 went to Adult Special

Care at TheMed for case management services; $52,000 was

used for a dental program that provides dental services to

persons living with HIV/AIDS; $41,972 went to the Mem—

phis & Shelby County Health Department for nutritional

assessment and counseling services; $21,875 went to Le

Bonheur Children‘s Medical Center for case management

services; $18,000 went for consultant fees for process evalu—

ations and outcome evaluations; $16,449 went to Hope

House for transportation services for children with HIV/

AIDS in its day—care; $15,538 went to Family Services of

the Mid—South for homemaker services, and $15,023 went

to reimburse consortium members for transportation and

lodging expenses for attending local and statewide meet—

ings, as well as administrative costs of the consortium.

The consortium reported there were $7,000 in un—allo—

cated funds due to money returned to the consortium by
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Bold.

Beautiful.

Okay, that‘s just the model. Still, nobody gives you
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one agency that did not accept its funding. This $7,000 is

noweligible to be used for "direct—client assistance," which

is distributed on a case—by—case basis.

Access to both the insurance program and the dental

program is done through case managers at the Adult Spe—

cial Care at The Med and at the Shelby County Health De—

partment HIV/STD offices. Both of these programs are

managed through the United Way of the Mid—South, the

lead agency.

The funds are distributed to the agencies as a reimburse—

ment for services already provided. The reimbursementis

done on a periodic basis, be it monthly or quarterly.

Andrea Reynolds presently chairs the Southwest Ten—

nessee HIV/AIDS Consortium. Preston Archer, chair—elect,

having served on the consortium since 1997, will take the

post of chair on Jan. 1, 2001.

"What I have enjoyed most (about being on the consor—

tium) is getting to know the people in this community who

truly care about the lives of persons living with and affected

by HIV/AIDS," Archer said. "I find that the people in—

See Consortium, page 18
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volved in this type of work, whether it be volunteer or their

profession, have a spiritual core that is uniquely special. It

takes special people to do the type of work that is being

done here on a continuing basis. I also have enjoyed being

a part of helping to bring about positive change in services

in the community. It is important to me to know that my

life makes a difference while I am here on this earth."

AIDS care found at ASC

Whensomeone is diagnosed HIVpositive, where shouldtheygo?

Most folks in the Memphis and Mid—South area go to

Adult Special Care (ASC) Clinic at the MedPlex in Mem—

phis. ASC offers intensive therapy and in—depth treatment

to people infected with HIV, the virus that causes AIDS.

ASCs staff consists of physicians, nurse practitioners, tri—

age nurses, case managers, HIV research nurses and IV nurses.

The following services are available: routine medical

care, HIV medications, assistance with obtaining health

insurance, case management & social services, nutritional

services, individual and family counseling, weekly HIV

support groups, HIV research and outpatient IV therapy.

'FTH[MIIE MEMPHISFOR TICKETS AND INFORMATION, CALL 682—8323 
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Archer encourages all agencies, especially in Tipton andFayette counties, to apply for Title II funding. He notedmany agencies do not apply to the consortium for fundingbecause of the small amount they will receive or the factthat the funds may not pay for their program in full.The membership of the consortium is not limited to thosepeople working in the "industry." Anyone can be a memberof the consortium. One requirement by the federal govern—ment is that some members be people living with AIDS(PLWA). The consortium‘s goal is to have one PLWAon eachcommittee and two on the Executive Committee. In the nearfuture, the federal government is expected to require that 25percent of such consortiums be made up of PLWA and re—flect the local statistics as it relates to infection rates."I want to see more participation from persons in ourcommunity as it relates to the consortium," Archer said."Yes, I see lots of people at the fund—raisers for organiza—tions that serve persons living with HIV/AIDS, but I donot see them sitting at the consortium table. Yes, the orga—nizations need the money, but we also need people‘s timeand talents for this important work to continue."In order to become a member of the consortium, an in—dividual needs to attend three consecutive monthly meet—ings and become an active member of one of the commit—tees. Consortium meetings are held the third Tuesday ofeach month at 11:30 a.m. at United Way of the Mid—South,located at 1407 UnionAvenue. Committee meetings are heldmonthly at various times as determined by the individualcommittees. For more information on the consortium, callArcher at (901) 545—8265.If someone is interested in serving on the Grant ReviewCommittee, they need to contact Gwen Exson, lead agent,at the United Way of the Mid—South, (901) 543—5832.
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AIDS: What‘s sex got to do with it?

 

RY SHARON E. DPORRINS

elfi=taa@ Pjelng=lz

"Our first priority as an industrialized country and as the
premier experts on HIV disease must be the creator of a sys—
tem that promotes universal access to medication. Without
affordable medication, those with the power to deliver
change are crippling an already overburdened system ofcare.
Priorities must be in concert with the sanctity of life and the
fragility of the human condition," said Rev. Jesse L. Jackson
Sr. Practicing what he preaches, Jackson, Now and Again TV
star Dennis Hayslett and other prominent African—Ameri—
cans, were publicly tested in front of the cameras in Febru—
ary at the National Conference on African Americans and
AIDS in Washington, D.C. Jackson put it this way, "When
ministers agree to publicly test for HIV, they are creating a
vessel for healing. The purpose for this testing is to end the
obscurity of silence and replace it with hope. As spiritual

leaders we have a duty to lead by example."

For countless Latino and African/CaribbeanAmericans
who are HIV positive and who are suffering needlessly of

\_ AIDS wasting they see testing, treatment, and hopefully, a
cure someday as the top priorities in the 21st century.

U.S. Senator Bill Frist (R—TN), who also is a medical doc—
tor, wants these same things. Because ofhis efforts, the U.S.
Senate approved a proposal by Frist June 6, that would
improve health care services for individuals and their fami—
lies affected by HIV/AIDS. The bill, "Ryan White Compre—
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hensive AIDS Resources Emergency (CARE) Act," was in—
troduced March 29 by Frist and Sen. Jim Jeffords (R—VT).
The bill includes a Frist provision to provide additional
grants for health care and support services to emerging
metropolitan communities like Nashville and Memphis,
which would otherwise be excluded from targeted fund—
ing. The provision would mean at least $906,000 in addi—
tional funding for Memphis and $748,000 for Nashville in
fiscal year 2001.

A lot has happened since 1997, when President Bill
Clinton‘s commencement address at Morgan State Univer—
sity resulted in his pledge to set a goal to develop an AIDS
vaccine within 10 years. May 18, at the Third Annual HIV
Vaccine Awareness Day, thousands of volunteers in 53 cities
were honored for literally rolling up their sleeves to receive
one of 28 different experimental vaccines to prevent HIV.
Every day, an estimated 16,000 people worldwide are in—
fected with HIV; of these, 1,600 are under the age of 15. "De—
velopment of a preventive HIV vaccine remains the top HIV
research priority," said Anthony S. Fauci, director National

Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID).

See AIDS, page 21
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Hope and healing seem to be just around the corner in

the AIDS struggle. However, according to Ed Brandon and

Ron Brabson, while all efforts are welcomed, needed and

helpful, it is still those in the trenches of the cities, towns

and farmlands who remain overburdened in trying to in—

form about, administer and deliver the services that Per—

sons Living With AIDS (PLWA) so desperately need.

Brabson, an African—American, grew up on a farm and

still lives there. He graduated from Sevier County High

School, one of seven blacks in a student body of 1,200. He

attended the University of Tennessee for two years, leav—

ing to work with the Knoxville Utilities Board for 23 years,

ending his career as a trouble shooter for the company.

Brabson represents 24 rural, mostly farming communities

in the Knoxville, Johnson City, Tri—cities area. He is co—chair

of the Tennessee Association of People with AIDS.

Brandon, a Caucasian and a native Memphian, gradu—

ated from a high school in Yukon, Okla.; he received a B.S.

degree in Agricultural Science from The University of Geor—

  

 

gia. After retiring from Parts Industries in Memphis on dis—

ability, he now works for Aloysius House For Life

AIDS Resource Center as the Nutritional Services Coordi—

nator. Brandon represents a metropolitan clientele of mostly

African—American men, women and children.

"I am simply amazed at all of the resources that Ed has

at his disposal," Brabson explained, "it‘s like a fantasy. In

my area of the state (East Tennessee), I am the AIDS re—

source coordinator, operating out ofmy home and my back

pocket; this (is) a result of having been an out—spoken, ac—

tive volunteer. For me, there is never enough money. The

funds we receive are fewer and more restrictive in use. The

Ryan White Care allocates $300,000 for about 1,000 PLWAs.

That‘s not a lot of money when you consider that out of

this amount comes administrative costs, drug therapy, a

dental education plan, insurance and more. Also, Ryan

White is only for emergency situations — we don‘t fund a

person‘s lifestyle of paying rent, groceries, heating, etc. It‘s

mainly to help PLWAs until they can get on TennCare. The

use of the money for PLWAsis limited from 60 days to six

months. After the standard deductions, we are left with

See AIDS, page 22
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about $130,000 to administer services.
"Confidentiality is almost a big issue in the country,"

Brabson continued. "Some people will travel more than 50
miles, sometimes 70 to Knoxville, Nashville, etc., to be
anonymous, being afraid to let on that they are HIV—infected
and receiving treatment. There is only one hospital — Fort
Sanders Regional — that sees PLWAs for follow—up treat—
ment and you are admitted through the emergency room.
Our one dentist who treated PLWAs died. While Ed has (a)
food pantry ... in Memphis we rely on the churches for a
food bank and private donations for more food and cloth—
ing. Even United Way, which is involved in Memphis, does
nothing to help us where I live. Students in session at the
University of Tennessee—Knoxville help out by volunteer—
ing with us. Ed has numerous volunteer sources and do—
nors, we don‘t. Transportation to the doctor, drugstore, even
the grocery is a terrible problem. The cost per trip from the

. country to the city can run from $80 to $90 round—trip,"
Brabson explained.

"I must say that we are terribly grateful for TennCare. It
has been a very positive resource in the AIDS crisis in Ten—
nessee, especially since we lost our only AIDS organiza—
tion last December," Brabson added. "Except for the health
department, many organizations in my area do infrequent
volunteerism or give monetary assistance. I take
satisfaction, however, in havingbeen able to organize many
PLWAs. Ryan White and other state and federal programs
require this — besides, the input of these PLWAs is vital to
needs assessment, that is, which services are actually
needed by PLWAs. Their feedback is crucial. I am also ac—
tively involved with RAC (Regional Advisory Council) and
TCPG (Tennessee Community Planning Group)."

"I became involved with Friends For Life as a client,"
Brandon said. "I needed assistance being HIV—positive and
on disability. I was so taken with the manner in which I
was treated and cared about, I became a volunteer, and as
a by—product, I regained my self—esteem. I was eventually
hired as their nutritional director. The demographics of our
client(ele) has drastically changed during the six years I
have been with the agency. A majority of our clients are
African—American, especially women and their children.
When I began to see more and more women with their chil—
dren I realized that their needs were more complex and
urgent than the single men that would come in seeking
assistance. These were women who were dealing with their
HIV infection and the vissitudes of life at the same time.
(They were) worrying abouttheir children ... being exposed
to an HIV dilemma."

One of Brandon‘s accomplishments is managing Feast
For Friends, a bimonthly hot meals program for persons
infected or affected by HIV/AIDS.

"I was so happy when, soon after I came to Friends For
Life, to be asked to run a hot meal program called Feast For
Life (Friends)," Brandon explained. "The program has run
in the black due mainly to generous private monetary dona—
tions. Since it‘s inception twice a month we have fed count—
less women and their children wholesome, enriching meals.
The food pantry is another program I run, which is of enor—
mous help to these clients. We go through about six tons of
food and cleaning supplies per week. Toiletries for our cli—
ents are donated by private concerns and individuals (since)
Ryan White does not provide for (toiletries) under our
present grant proposal. We are indeed fortunate in Mem—
phis that so many outside agencies assist here (and) support
us in our fund—raising ventures, and in other ways. I do wish
Ron (Brabson) had some ofwhatwehave here in Memphis."

"Ed (Brandon) and I are part of a consortium of members
who (regularly) attend a statewide meeting — the Tennessee
Health Care Service Alliance." Brabson continued. "Ed rep—
resents the western part of the state; I represent the middle—
eastern part of the state. We met two years ago at such a
meeting and began talking about issues and solutions. From
our talks emerged the Tennessee Association .of People With
AIDS. We meet quarterly in Nashville. Basically, we help
other PLWAs understand the legalities and language of
grants such as Ryan White, HOPWA, TennCare, and others.
Despite the interest being generated by politicians, celebri—
ties, health departments, etc., as the people out in the
trenches, we know that most people in our communities are
stymied as to how, if, when (and) what to apply for in HIV
grants. Local, state and federal guidelines differ; often grant
seekers become frustrated and bewildererd..We at TAPWA
try to bridge this gap of confusion and information."

"Yes, as Ron says, we are the bridge between consumers
(PLWAs) and whatever grant application requested. Ed and
I are consumer advocates," Brandon agreed.

"Of course, I wish none of this existed, HIV/AIDS. My
greatest wish would be that an AIDS cure be developed.
Then there would be no need for AIDS services or AIDS
advocates like Ed and me. But as for now, I want every—
body to know that in my neck of the woods, we desper—
ately need dentists, doctors, volunteers, drivers and AIDS
support groups to help us. We are all God‘s children,"
Brabson said.

"I, too, wish for a cure. It has all been so sad. I‘ve seen so
many of my friends die needlessly, some from the disease,
others from social and medical neglect and abandonment.
The fight is far from over. People still need education about

See AIDS, page 23



 

  

 

November 2000

Pharmacy reminds clients

One pharmacy company wants to help its clients remem—

ber to take their pills.

Priority Pharmacy offers the Priority Adherence Care &

Education (PACE) Program. This program provides a free

reminder service to assist patients in adhering to their drug

regimens. The program also offers Priority‘s Refill Re—

minder Program and Pharmacist consultations.

The PACE program allows patients to maintain good

health without the burden of remembering every detail of

often complicated drug regimes through daily reminders,

using MediMOM and PageNet Inc.

Through MediMOM, the text message reminders arrive

at the users chosen time via cellular phone, alpha—numeric

pager or email — whichever device the patient chooses. If

the user wishes, messages can be short, discreet and

"coded," — like "usual 5 p.m." — or an extensive and ex—

plicit as desired, giving details about how much liquid

should be taken with a pill or when a meal should be eaten

in orderto optimize the medications‘ efficacy.

The Refill Reminder Program manages the patient‘s re—

fills on medications, which includes all the doctors calls

and reimbursement paper work.

The pharmacists at Priority Pharmacy are educated in

the latest FDA—approved medications and are experts in

HIV/AIDS, cancer, hepatitis C and Diabetes.

(‘Priority Pharmacy, a home delivery/web—based service,

is dedicated to maintaining the privacy of each consumer,

thus giving clients further peace of mind.

"Our mission at Priority is bringing health to our clients

and the PACE Program ‘does just that by assisting patients

with complex drug regimens live more easily with the de—

mands those schedules can‘ impose, without having to

spend theiflentire day worrying about how to submit their

paper work," said David Zeiger, R. Ph., and president of

Priority Pharmacy.

For more‘nformation, go to www.priority pharmacy.com

or call (800) 487—7115.

AIDS _.

1B
 

from page 22

this disease, which is not a gay disease, not when you real—

ize the great inroads thatit has made into the heterosexual

community. I personally wish for more prevention tools

and education; people to cast their votes where it matters;

I need their voices and their time. HIV strikes all people,

one‘s station in life does not matter; like Madame Justice,

HIV/AIDS is blind when it comes to selecting it‘s victims,"

Brandon concluded.

 

Reprinted with permission from June 24—28, 2000, issue of

the Tri—State Defender.
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Speaking ‘Bi‘ Mind

 

 

 

My name is Robyn Walters and I‘ve been reading

Family & Friends for a couple of years now. I especially

like the "Speaking Bi—Mind" column because, and this

may come as a shock to my friends, I‘m bisexual. No

matter how you look at it, I‘m bisexual, a fact I am fi—

nally learning to accept.

But, looking back over the years, which is something

I‘ve been doing a lot lately, I finally realize why it‘s been so

hard to accept myself as bisexual. The reason is, there has

never really been a place for bisexuals, not in the hetero

community nor the gay community..;

Let me start at the beginning, somewhere around the

late 1970s. I was in high school, and while I had always

had boyfriends, I began to realize I enjoyed my best friend‘s

company more than that of the boys. There was never any—

thing sexual between my best friend (a girl) and me, in fact

the thought never even occurred to me, not once. As a teen—

ager going through puberty at age 16, I liked dating and

kissing boys. In other words, I only found myself sexually
attracted to boys.

Fast forward to my college years in the early 1980s. I
hung arounda very artsy group of people at the Univer—
sity of Tennessee in Knoxville, which included both gay
and straight people. One weekend, a bunch of us decided
to go to Nashville to party, and we eventually ended up at
a gay bar. Still considering myself to be straight, I found
the people there very interesting.

To make a long story short, I became attracted to one of
the lesbians I met at the bar and we exchanged letters for a
few months until she came to Knoxville to visit; We went
out to dinner and then it happened. She kissed me and my
whole world changed. Although our relationship didn‘t last
long, I quickly found myself pursuing other lesbians in my
college community. I "came out," so to speak, as a lesbian
to my family and friends.

Then, a year later, I found myself very attracted to a
guy in my world civilization class. Although I consid—
ered myself a lesbian, I eventually accepted a date with
him. We dated for six months and during that time my
friends, who knew me to be gay, questioned our rela—
tionship and my motives.

I listened more attentively to conversations among my
gay and straight friends. On several occasions, they
talked about bisexuals and how they "needed to come
down off the fence and choose one side or theother."
Because of Don and I‘s relationship, I "came down off
the fence" and decided —I —was straight, at least—when I

was around straight people. I also called myself gay when
I was around gay people.
Don and I both graduated from college and went our

separate ways, he moved to Texas and I moved to Mem—
phis, to begin our careers. After a couple of months we
lost touch.

During the past 15 years, I have been in both gay and
straight relationships, relationships that were committed
and monogamous, one of which even resulted in marriage,
and eventually divorce. All the while, I considered myself
a lesbian, at least in my mind.

Today, I‘m involved in a four—year relationship with a
woman, to whom I have been completely faithful.

I guess where I‘m going with this whole thing is that for
the past 20 years I have been so ashamed to admit to my—
self or anyone else that I‘m truly bisexual. Why? The stigma
that not only the heterosexual community puts on bisexu—
als, but also the ridicule, and sometimes harassment, bi—
sexuals receive in the gay community.

Somehow, it just doesn‘t seem fair to downgrade my
ability to be attracted to both sexes, while it is completely
okay to be only attracted to people of the opposite sex, or
people of the same sex.

I‘m not on a proverbial "fence." I‘m not confused. I know
what I like and I know what I want. I can appreciate a good
looking man, just as easily as a beautiful woman can turn
my head. I‘m not in pursuit of a man when I‘m in a rela—
tionship with a woman and vice versa.
We often refer to the gay community as the "GLBT com—

munity." Personally, I believe the gay community merely
tolerates bisexuals and transgendered people. Maybe it‘s
time to treat the "BT" of the GLBT community as equals.
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2 exhibits on display at UofM Art Museum

Two new exhibits are now being

offered to the public at The University

of Memphis Art Museum.

Terry Allen and UofM students

present "Secret Memphis," now

through Jan. 13.

On Sept. 15, Allen, an internation—

ally—renowned visual artist and musi—

cian, challenged a large group of UofM

students to suspend their preconcep—

tions of Memphis and look at it with

the eyes of visitors from far away.

A map of Memphis, arbitrarily torn

into seven pieces (one for each letter in

the name) provided boundaries for ex—

plorationbyAllen and thirty—five other

explorers. They reconvened with pho—

tos, drawings, found objects, video and

audio recordings, stories and other evi—

dence of their journeys into the newly—

unknown life of Memphis and created

the artful revelation, "Secret Memphis."

Now through Nov. 25, you can ex—

amine "Imposters," the unique works

of Chicago artists, Michael Thompson

and Michael Hernandez de Luna.

These two created fake postage stamps

"for the purpose of incorporating our

subverted view of everyday life into

postal systems worldwide."

"Imposters" consists of 30 panels by

Thompson and 30 by Hernandez de

Luna. Each panel consists of a dis—

armingly convincing perforated

sheet of stamps and an officially

hand—canceled envelope.

The art museum is located in the

communications & fine arts building

and is open Monday through Saturday,

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is free. For

more information, call (901) 678—2224.
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Dan, just hangin‘ out
 

The ORIGINAL Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
& Transgender Resource since 1973

All editions now include a SEPARATE SECTION FORWOMEN
Complete gay—friendly resources & businesses USA/Canada:

accommodations, bars, bookstores, dentists, doctors, lawyers, therapists,
travel services, organizations, media, religious groups,

help lines & HIV/AIDS resources, much more. Index & fast access phonelist.
USA/CANADA: $16 by first class mail: Includes all states and provinces,plus national headquarters of organizations, mail order companies, etc.

NEW ETHNIC/MULTICULTURAL SECTION
EAST and SOUTH Edition: $12 by first class mailAL, AR, AZ, CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, HI, KS, KY, LA, MA, MD, ME, MO,MS, NH, NJ, NM, NY, NC, OH, OK, PA, PR, Ri, SC, TN,TX, US Virgin is, VA, VT, WV

AFuture editions will include Ethnic/Multicultural section A

Not a local giveaway:
Buy us at gay—friendly stores like
Inz & Outz, Memphis 901—728—6535
Brushstrokes, Atianta 404—876—6567

Outwrite Bookstore, Atlanta, 404—607—0082

For free listing application, prices, mailing labels, etc.,

please send self—addressed stamped envelope to f

Renaissance House, PO Box 533—FF, Village Stn, NY, NY 10014

Voice: 212—674—0120 Fax: 212—420—1126
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Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community Center
 

Is having its own building within its reach?

My LANE MeNEIL

cdnNTRIRUTIWNGR wRITER

 

The Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community Center, it

sounds like a place where people in the GLBT community

can come together to enjoy a whole host of services. It‘s

not, at least not yet. Today, the MGLCC is merely a board

of directors and its members, but if they have it their way,

that‘s going to change.

The MGLCC board has decided to put the "community

center" back in the MGLCC.

"We (the MGLCC board) made a decision," explained

Len Piechowski, MGLCC board member at—large. "We

decided early on that we wanted to get a rental facility

and start offering regular programs, such as leadership

programs and job forums, etc., that will be worthwhile

for the community. We feel these regular programs will

develop an increased interest in the MGLCC within the

GLBT community, an interest that will transform into a

long—term commitment.

"Concurrently, the board has started raising money to

purchase or build a permanent community center," he added.

The amount the MGLCC is trying to raise for its com—

munity center may seem a bit staggering at first, $250,000;

a quarter—of a million dollars, but Piechowski said he be—

lieves it is a realistic goal.

"I don‘t have any doubt that we can raise the money,"

he said. "I believe once we get a rental space and start of—

fering programs and people see that we‘re (the MGLCC)

are serious, then they‘ll really start to support it."

With the price tag on the new community center set at a

quarter of a million dollars (although the board is aware of

the fact that it will need additional funds to run the new

facility), why build a community center in the first place?
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"We‘ve been without the community center build—
ing for such a long time and it served a need in the com—
munity," Piechowski noted. "The bars serve a portion
of the population, but the bars don‘t crank up until re—
ally late. So, our senior gays and youth need a place to
be with people like themselves seven nights a week.
Then there‘s PFLAG, who was recently evicted from its
regular meeting place.

"We just realize the need for a facility for people and
organizations to meet and use because at some point, we
have to stop relying on the kindness of others (who offer
meeting space)," he continued. "We also need administra—
tive offices for the community‘s varied organizations. It
would be great to have all those offices under one roof."

Watch for more details as Family & Friends follows
the MGLCC and its fundraising efforts during the next
several years.
New members of the MGLCC board are Tim Johnson

and Roy Eure, both were appointed to serve at—large posts.

 

(The Mystic Krewe of]

Memphis United

wants to say

 

to everyone for helping to make

Mystic Krewe of

MU‘s 2nd Annual

Poor—Man‘s Auction

such a

 

  
 

 



   

 

 

November 2000

     

STRAIGHT UP

   

Dear Straight Up,

I have been HIV—positive for more than 13 years. I

consider myself one of the lucky ones because I‘ve

never been sick. I am good—looking and very athletic.

However, I am finding it more and more difficult to

date anyone. It seems that the moment I tell someone

I‘m positive, I get the old "I‘m too busy" routine, or he

just quits associating with me. I‘ve tried telling guys

right away before the relationship gets too far, and I

have tried waiting until we decide to be intimate, but I

keep getting the same response. I know not telling

someone that I am positive is not the way to go. Be—

sides, I could not do that. If you have any advice, I sure

would like to hear it.

Even after almost 20 years of living with AIDS as a very

visible part of our community, many gay men still fear be—

coming involved with someone who is HIV infected. The

most obvious reason for this is that people fear becoming

infected themselves, and many also fear what it would

mean to be involved with a partner who may become ill.

These are understandable issues, but understanding them

doesn‘t make them any easier to deal with when you‘re

frustrated about the difficulties these fears impose on your

romantic life.

Unfortunately, there‘s no easy answerto this problem.

You can‘t control people‘s fears. All you can do is educate

them. You can tell potential partners about your status, and

you can make sure they know what HIV infection is, how

it is and is not transmitted, and how being positive affects

your own health, but you can‘t control how they react to

this information.

The good news is there are men out there who aren‘t

afraid of becoming involved with someone who is HIV—

positive. Perhaps being HIV—positive themselves, or hav—

ingexperience with people who are positive, has allowed

them to understand the various issues involved. How you

find these men is the question. Obviously, it‘s easier in

larger cities with populations that are more experienced

in living with HIV infection. Many cities also have vari—

ous social groups for HIV—positive people. I‘m not saying

that you have to limit your dating life to other positive

men, but it‘s a place to start, a place where you will be

able to socialize with others who already understand some

of the issues that your other partners are having such

trouble dealing with.

As I said, there is no magic solution to your dilemma.

 

  
8UTNOTSTRAIGHT

Advice on everything, and we mean EVERYTHING!

   

Just remember there will always be men who will have a

problem with your status. You are doing the right things,

and you are enjoying life. You aren‘t letting HIV control

your life. If you keep doing these things, you‘re going to

find a man who feels the same way.
e e o

Dear Straight Up,

I love my partner (of two years) and we have a wonder—

ful relationship except in one area, our sex life. She thinks

I‘m oversexed because I want to make love at least three

times a week, while she prefers maybe once a month. It‘s

driving me nuts. I can‘t understand why she isn‘t more in—

terested, and I‘m beginning to wonder if maybe she is cheat—

ing. At least that would explain her lack of interest. When I

asked her if she was seeing someone else, she got very an—

gry and didn‘t speak to me for two days. What is wrong

with us? Am I just a "nympho" or is she just "frigid?"

Nympho, frigid ... I doubt it. It sounds more like you

just want or need to have sex more often than your partner.

No need to add labels. Many couples find themselves with

different levels of sexual need at various times in their re—

lationships, and most find ways to compromise. This can

be a very touchy subject, so it is important that you bring

this subject up with your partner in a very loving, non—

judgmental manner. You need to be able to open up the

communication in order to come up with a compromise

that will work for you both. Admittedly, sometimes there

are situations in which the differences are too great, and

the partners too inflexible to come up with a compromise

that suits them both. In these cases, the relationships usu—

ally do not last. But there‘s hope.

You say you want to have sex three times a week and

she is only interested once a month. Maybe you could re—

duce your expectations and she can, in turn, increase hers.

Maybe even schedule in specific times and dates for sex.

It may sound a little less romantic than you imagined

but is it romance or sex that you really want?

It is very important whenyou broach this topic with your

partner that you avoid placing blame — it is not going to

help matters if you twoget into a knock—down, drag—out

fight about which one of you has the more appropriate

sexual appetite. You must value each other‘s individuality

in this area as you do in others.

Remember that job ‘stress, health concerns, financial is—

See Straight Up, page 31

f
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from page 30

sues and even exhaustion are all factors that can contribute

to someone placing a low priority on sex. Take the time to

really find out what‘s going on in your partner‘s life. Maybe

she is dealing with things that alone seem overwhelming

but maybecome more manageable if you two can face them

as a team.

This is probably not a discussion you can avoid hav—

ing with your partner. You will only get more resent—

ful about the lack of sex while she continues to with—

draw as you pressure her to see things "your way."

Let her know that you want to come up with a solu—

tion that works for you both.

 

Questions are answered by two people, a gay male and a les—

bian, in an attempt to get the best and mostfair answers possible.

Each person has a master‘s degree in the counseling field. The

opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the magazine. For

serious problems, seek professional help. Send questions to Fam—

ily & Friends, P.O. Box 771948, Memphis, TN 38177—1948, or

e—mail them to FamilyMag@aol.com.
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A Tuna Christmas is set

for Playhouse on Square

Join Playhouse on the Square for another rompus ride

with the crazy antics of Tuna, Texas, as A Tuna Christmas

returns to its stage Nov. 17 through Jan. 6.

Kevin Jones and Michael Holliday return for their final

performances in the roles that have become synonymous

with Playhouse on the Square, located at 51 South Cooper.

These two brilliant actors will tackle the town—full of char—

acters in this show that puts small—town crazies on holiday

display. This year brings a new script, which is shorter but

just as hilarious. —

Michael Detroit, Playhouse on the Square‘s associate pro—

ducer, directs this holiday favorite, which promises to be the

highlight of your end—of—the—year celebrations. A Tuna Christ—

mas is written by Ed Howard, Joe Sears and Jaston Williams.

Tickets are $20 for adults, $16 for seniors, $12 for mili—

tary and students and $10 for children. Pay—What—You—Can

performance is Saturday, Nov. 18, at 2 p.m.

For showtimes and reservations, call the Playhouse on

the Square Box Office at (901) 726—4656.
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TechnoDyke.com announces TheWriteDyke

TechnoDyke.com (www.technodyke.com) has an—

nounced the inaugural online edition of TheWriteDyke

at http://www.technodyke.com/writedyke.

TheWriteDyke is a new online literary publication which

features poetry, fiction and essays by lesbians, bisexual

and transgendered women.

Stacy Bias, founder of Technodyke.com, said, "Pub—

lishing an online literary magazine has always been a

goal of mine. There are not enough opportunities avail—

able for publication for lesbian poets and writers, either

online or in print. TheWriteDyke and TechnoDyke.com

is another vehicle for lesbian writers to publish their

work and for all to read more by the fabulously talented

women in the community."

TheWriteDyke is a vetted publication with a seven—per—

son review panel. New writings will be featured on a

monthly basis. In addition, writers can self publish on

TechnoDyke.com in the message boards at http://

www.technodyke.com/forum.

Writers interested in being published in TheWriteDyke

can review submission guidelines at http://

www.technodyke.com/writedyke/criteria.asp.

In addition to TheWriteDyke, TechnoDyke.com has fea—
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tured articles, interactive community forums with message

boards, live chat and dating to create a more connected and

wired lesbian community.
 

 

Theatre Memphis is presenting the Memphis premiere of

the Pulitzer Prize—winning drama A Solider‘s Play now

through Nov. 12. In this 1944, murder mystery, Capt. Richard

Davenport (Ramone Cox), right, is sent to conduct an

investigation. Capt. Charles Taylor (Chris Hart), left,

demands his reassignment. Photo by Steve Roberts

gaéé'o
te GQIARE

For showtimes call the Malco
Movie Hotline at

(901) 68 1—2020 or visit our
website at www.malco.com
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"You know what the real surprise of (my memoir)

is? That I come out as a heterosexual. Because as I get

older, you know, I prefer mento women, I must say.

It‘s a lot simpler."

— Syndicated gossip columnist Liz Smith to New York

Magazine, Sept. 25.

"The Coca—Cola Company has not directly purchased

advertising on the Dr. Laura television show, either na—

tionally or locally, and the show is not part of our

planned—buy for 2000. Any Coca—Cola advertising that

viewers may have seen on the show was placed in error

by a local television station. We have instructed the local

television stations where we advertise to adhere strictly

to our media plan."

— Company statement, Sept. 22.

"Like any gay man in America in my generation I

grew up in an environment that was not gay—accept—

ing, never mind gay—friendly. Somewhere early I knew

who I was. I was a good person and it was they (the

homophobes) who were screwed up if they have a prob—

lem with me because of my sexual orientation. Shortly

after coming to that conclusion, pretty much nothing

else mattered. I used my own insights for what was right

for me and what was right period. I‘m very comfort—

able with who I am."

— "Survivor" winner Richard Hatch to Boston‘s Bay

Windows, Sept. 21.

"Today, in 2000 A.D. ("After DeGeneres"), gay charac—

ters are so common on television, so unexotic, that their

sexual orientation has become all but invisible to mostview—

ers. It is, in a sense, the ultimate sign of acceptance: Gays,

like black and single moms before them, are now allowed

to be every bit as boring (or smart or stupid or ruthless or

whatever) as anybody else on TV."

— Entertainment Weekly magazine, Oct. 6.

"Anne Heche has signed a deal to write her autobiogra—

phy. It‘ll be the classic tale of a small—town girl who goes to

Hollywood and becomes a lesbian to help her career."

— Craig Kilborn on "The Late Late Show."

"In a few decades people will look at the bigotry

against gays and lesbians as medieval. They will say,

‘How did we do that?‘ the way people in the South now

say, ‘How did we ever have separate fountains for Ne—

groes and whites?‘"

— Green Party presidential candidate Ralph Nader to"
The Advocate, Oct. 24.

"All individuals deserve to be treated with dignity and
respect. I believe that marriage is a covenant between a man
and a woman and I believe that a married father and mother
provide the best environment to raise children. I do not
support federal legislation mandating that all the legal ben—
efits, protections and responsibilities of marriage be ex—
tended to domestic partners, whether the couples are ho—
mosexual or heterosexual, though private companies are
free to do so."

— George Bush to the Associated Press, Oct. 12.

"While I support continuation of existing laws, which
define marriage as between a man and a woman, I oppose
punitive efforts to use this issue to divide Americans or to
discriminate against gay and lesbian Americans. Hundreds
of our leading companies, cities and counties have imple—
mented systems to recognize domestic partners and pro—
vide benefits, such as the right to visit a sick or injured part— __
ner in the hospital. I support legal protections for domestic
partnerships, and as president I would work to identify
what protections are appropriate."

— Al Gore to the Associated Press, Oct. 12.

"I think we have to extend the legal rights and protec—
tions to same—sex unions that have begun in Vermont ... I
support same—sex unions, domestic partnerships, whatever
legal protections and rights we can afford to same—sex
couples so that they can have the protection of the law and
the rights that people in relationships should be entitled to
have. I think that marriage has a traditional meaning as an
institution that I think most people in this society accept.
And I think it‘s important to not let the perfect be the en—
emy of the good."

— Hillary Clinton to The Advocate, Oct. 24.

"I always think of divas as being really demanding. And

irrational. And covered with sequins. I don‘t know if I‘m

qualified to be a diva. I think I have to work on it a bit."

— Singer Boy George to the Las Vegas Bugle, Sept. 29.

 

Quotes compiled by Rex Wockner, who has reported newsfor

the gay press since 1985. His work has appeared in more than

200 gay publications. He has a B.A. in journalism from Drake

University, started his career as a radio reporter, and has written

extensivelyfor the mainstream media as well.
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byLam Medallion

Dear Lam,

y husband and I have plans to

;go to dinner with my in—laws.

I want to invite them back to our apart—

ment for coffee afterwards. I really

want to impress them with a fabulous

cake, as my mother—in—law is a won—

derful cook. Do you have any sugges—

tions and recipes that are easy (I have

difficulty following a Duncan Hines

box recipe), that will also make a big

splash? Thank you.

My Oven is Always Cold

Dear Frigid One,

ood for you! The first step to

being a gracious host is baking

from the heart. If your heart is saying,

"I must impress my mama‘s boy —

husband‘s mother," there is your start—

ing point.

Now remember, she has been bak—

ing for him for years. You cannot com—

pete. She knows all of his erratic tastes:

i.e., no nuts in the brownies, but he

goes crazy for peanuts in his chocolate

chip cookies; he loves raisins in the

carrot cake, but hates them in the

oatmeal cookies; he despises lemonade

because the citrus makes his little

throat sore, but he will sit down and

 

 

eat an entire tarte citron without one

tiny scratch or cough or complaint; he

flips for crumbled maytag blue cheese

on a salad, yet he grouses over

gorgonzola; he loves sushi and

sashimi, but wants his tuna steak

cooked well—done; he adores rice pud—

ding (without raisins — again with the

idiosyncratic raisin debate), yet he

hates isotto; he refuses to deviate from

the usual once—a—week—and—only—at—

night routine in the bedroom, except

with his secretary, which can take place

anywhere and at any time.

Do you hear what I‘m telling you

darling? How can you dare to compete

with the woman who is aware, and

possibly responsible for, all of this

man‘s daft behavior?

I can offer you one very successful

recipe. Buy a well made poundcake

from a reputable baker. Cut an irregu—

lar, thin slice off the bottom to make a

"home—made" looking bottom; it will

sit a little lopsided on a platter (pref—

erably the platter your mother—in—law

gave you on an anniversary — it is the

one you hate — it‘s in a very far corner

of a very distant cabinet — most likely

the one over the refrigerator). Take a

toothpick and pierce the top many

times. Bakers use this technique. It is

what we call "the toothpick test;"

think of it as taking its temperature.

We do this test to see if the cake is

done. If the toothpick comes out dry,

the cake is done, if it comes out with

cake batter on it, it will need more

time.

Now, open a fifth of very high qual—

ity bourbon. Pour yourself a good,

healthy double shot (to be swallowed

in one gulp) and pour the rest over the

cake. Let the cake sit for two hours in

the refrigerator until all of the liquid is

absorbed. Cut and serve very large

slices of the cake. Encourage big bites

and quick gobbling.

This should loosen up the conversa—

tion and hopefully deter the old battleaxe

from asking too many questions about

the recipe. Keep her eating and wait 20

minutes. Everything should be fine. And

if it isn‘t, you shall hardly notice.
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DearLam,

was recently on a second date

with a man I have worked with

for the past four years. Everything was

going well until the middle of our

salad course. He lifted his napkin, blew

his nose, and placed the napkin back

in his lap. It really grossed me out.

How should I have handled this situ—

ation? Thank you.

The Nose Knows

Dear Noseybuddy,

es dear, that is an awkward

Y situation. I am curious to know
what your reaction was in the moment
of this embarrassment. There is quite
a lot of missing information in your
letter. How loud was he honking?
What was the quantity and quality of
the excretion? How many people
heard and what did they see?

In a predicament such as this, I al—
ways recommend a stare of disgust.
Don‘t say a word — stare in utter disbe—
lief. Look as if you are going to get up
and leave the table. You are creating
what I like to call "Bargaining Tools."
He should become embarrassed

when he realizes his vulgarity. Don‘t
say anything (after all, he has to wipe
his mouth with the snot—filled linen,
you don‘t, he must carefully hold the
reams of cur whilst decrumbing his
mouth, not you).
And I pray with all my might that

he did have the good sense to take you
to a restaurant with real linen napkins,
and not a cheaper site that provides
paper (gasp) napkins.
He will most likely sense your dis—

gust, but don‘t say a word. Make him
suffer in silence. He should become so
uncomfortable that you can order a
second (and more expensive) bottle of
wine and after—dinner drinks, without
a fuss from this ignoble plebeian, and
this is exactly where you want him.

By the middle of the second bottle
of wine, your gumption will be
blurred and his coarseness will dis—
appear, and you are sure to see the

See Ask Lam, page 35
E
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Chicago Rat Pack to play Gold Strike

Gold Strike Casino Resort once again turns back the clock

to the Vegas of the 1950s as the Chicago Rat Pack presents

"A Tribute to the Rat Pack" on Fridays, Nov. 3 and 10, in

the casino‘s Millennium Theatre.

"We introduced this act to the Mid—South during our

week—long Millennium celebration and again in February,"

said Randall C. Roberts, general manager of Gold Strike.

"Because of such an amazing response, we decided to bring

 

The Chicago Rat Pack

Ask Lam
 

from page 34

bestial mortal that you have been lusting after for the

past four years. At this point, you can relax and enjoy

the rest of your evening together.

But please, listen to me. My concern isn‘t so much about

a soiled napkin, but it is about you. Why have you been a

wallflower? What is wrong with you that you have waited

four years to date a man who has turned out to be a low—

born slugabed? And why are you so desperate to see this

urchin again? What has happened in your life to make you

this hopeless and reckless?

This is the real bugaboo. This is the problem that needs to

be addressed. Do you hear what I am telling you darling?

 

Got a questionfor Lam? Write to Lam Medallion c/o Family

& Friends, P O Box 771948, Memphis, TN 38177—1948. Lam‘s

column is meantfor entertainment purposes only.

them back. Their music truly appeals to all audiences."

This 70—minute production features the country‘s best

impersonators of the famous trio of Frank Sinatra, Sammy

Davis Jr. and Dean Martin with cast members from Las

Vegas and Atlantic City. These cast members portray the

original Rat Pack as we remember them, complete with

songs and comedy routines as done at the legendary Sands

Hotel & Casino in 1959.

Show time is 9 p.m. and tickets are $20 per person and

are available by calling (888) 24K—PLAY or by calling or vis—

iting any local TicketMaster location.

24—hour telephone hotline

(901) 274—7477

BOGIE‘S

DELICATESSEN

2098 LaSalle

Memphis, TN 38104

(901) 272—0022

en PY

voted ®" fiagaz'ne
Megfleirsnphis lye!
an

Featuring Boar‘s Head meats & cheeses

7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday — Friday
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday
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Gay women in entertainment form Power Up

Anetworking organization for gay women in the enter—

tainment industry, Professional Organization of Women in

Entertainment Reaching Up (Power Up) was launched on

Oct. 11. The group will "promote, encourage and support

the visibility of openly gay women in the industry," accord—

ing to one of the group‘s co—founders, Stacy Codikow.

The group also announced the appointment of its board

of directors: producer Jan Oxenberg ("Chicago Hope," "Once

and Again"), director Lee Rose (Truth About Jane, It‘s a Girl

       

 

 

Need someone to talk to?

MQAQ «Fe A o

Memphis Area Gay Youth

  

Peer support & discussion group

(901) 335—MAGY
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Thing), producerAndrea Sperling (But I‘m a Cheerleader, Prozac
Nation), Jehan F. Agrama (vice—chair, Bold New World; Har—
mony Gold), director Jamie Babbit (But I‘m A Cheerleader,
"Popular"), Marcus Hu (co—president, Strand Releasing),
director Debra Chasnoff (Deadly Deception, AcademyAward
winner), executive producer Leslie Belzberg (Coming to
America, Honey I Shrunk the Kids), Roberta Bennett, Esq. (Part—
ner, Anderson & Bennett) and Bill Melamed.

The organization was founded by producer—writer Stacy
Codikow (Under the Hula Moon, Fatal Instinct, Hollywood
Heartbreak), live event and commercial producer Amy
Shomer and publicist—producer K. Pearson Brown (On the
Scene Productions).

The trio of founders met while assisting in the produc—
tion of the 2000 Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defama—
tion (GLAAD) Media Awards show.

"We observed the power of positive image of gays in the
media, and we realized that there are many successful gay
women in all facets of the industry who could benefit from a
support system and who were looking for a way to reach

See Power Up, page 62

 

 

 

Feast OfAll Saints
Wednesday, November 1

6:00 p.m. Gathering
7:15 Fellowship Dinner
 

Community Wide Service

With Open And Affirming Churches
Sunday, November 12

4:00 p.m.
Festive reception follows
 

Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner
Wednesday, November 22

7:00 p.m.
Invite your friends and bring a dish to share

  

 

The Rev. Timothy Meadows, M.Div., Pastor

 
MEETWITH UJ: TALK TO UJ:

3430 Summer Ave. Phone: 320—9376
(between Highland & National)

Sunday: 11:00 a.m. E—mail:
HTCC@aol.comWednesday: 7:00 p.m.
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blige...

Opening Saturday, Nov. 4, at the Union Planters IMAX The—

ater, located in the Pink Palace Museum, 3050 Central Avenue,

is Dolphins. This film will be featured through Feb. 23.

Experience a rare and close—up view into the world of

some of the most graceful and extraordinary creatures on

earth — wild dolphins.

Dolphins takes an in—depth look at the lives of these

highly—intelligent and beloved animals. From the daz—

zling coral reefs of the Bahamas to the wind—swept

seas of Patagonia, Dolphins takes audiences under

the water‘s surface for a romp with inquisitive

Atlantic spotted dolphins, acrobatic dusky dol—

phins and the familiar bottlenose dolphins of

Flipper fame.

Studying elusive, fast—moving animals

in the ocean environment is a difficult task,

but in Dolphins viewers will follow young

marine biologist Dr. Kathleen Dudzinski and

her two colleagues, mentor Dr. Bernd Wursig

and Dr. Alejandro Acevedo, as they research the

communication of wild dolphins with innova—

tive scientific methods and interesting technology.

From rarely seen fish—herding behavior to a close—up

look at complex communication activities, Dolphins will

give audiences a fascinating new perspective on the lives

of dolphins and their remarkable intelligence.

Dolphins also explores the dolphin—human bond, and

 

 

Dblphins to make splash at IMAX Theatre
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audiences will be intrigued by the relationship between
JoJo, a rare lone dolphin in the Turks & Caicos Islands, and
his friend, naturalist Dean Bernal. Bernal and JoJo have
saved each other‘s lives on more than one occasion, and
their story will stir audiences with the beauty and mystery

of interspecies communication.
While most of what we know about dolphins

comes from studying them in captivity, Dudzinski
and her colleagues conduct their research with dol—
phins in the wild, a far more strenuous, time—con—

"suming, even dangerous endeavor. Audiences may
be surprised to witness: firsthand how scientific
progress is made in inches and not in miles, and
how the slow accumulation of scientific data is
passed on, and expanded upon, from one genera—

tion of scientists to the next.
Narrated by international celebrity and ocean conser—

vationist Pierce Bronson, the film also features songs and
music from Grammy—winning artist Sting.

Dolphins is shown seven days a week, with sev—
eral screenings per day. Tickets are $6 for adults,

$5.50 for seniors and $4.50 for children (ages
three to 12).

For showtimes, tickets and reserva®
tions, call (901) 320—6362.
e e o
As a special treat, the Pink Palace invites the

public to an evening with Jean—Michel Cousteau and

two of the stars of Dolphins, Dr. Kathleen Dudzinski and
Alejandro Acevedo.
On Saturday, Nov. 4, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and on

Sunday, Nov. 5, at 5:30 p.m., Dr. Dudzinski, a marine bi—
ologist and the key scientist portrayed in Dolphins, will

sign copies of her children‘s book Meeting Dolphins: My
Adventures in the Sea and Dolphins, the companion book
to the film Dolphins.
And on Sunday, Nov. 5, at 7 p.m. Dr. Dudzinksi will give

a lecture on her research into wild dolphin communica—

tion. This lecture will fall in between two special showings
of Dolphins at 6 and 8 p.m. Admission to the entire evening
is $15 per person ($13 for members). For reservations, call
(901) 320—6362.
On Sunday, Nov. 19, at 5 p.m., Dr. Acevedo, a marine

biologist featured in Dolphins, will sign copies of the book
Dolphins, the companion book to the film Dolphins. Dr.
Acevedo will give two lectures, one in Spanish at 6 p.m.
and one in English at 8 p.m. on his research into wild dol—

phin behavior. Admission to each lecture is $10 per person
($8 for members), which includes a special showing of Dol—

See Dolphins, page 53
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Selling of life insurance is investigated

RY AIP PLASTER

conNTRIRUTINGA wRITER

 

Anew industrywas born out of the

AIDS epidemic of the 1980s — the

viatical industry. The businesses mak—

ing up this industry offer to purchase

life insurance policies be—

longing to individuals diag—

nosed with AIDS, cancer,

etc, for cash — something of—

ten needed to paying medi— —

cal and living expenses. Yet,

as with any new industry,

there were misuses.

Efforts by Florida regu—

lators to clean up the

viatical industry have so far

resulted in several indictments for

fraud and in the release of more than

a hundred terminally ill people‘s

medical records to law enforcement,

but the impact of the investigation

could be felt across the industry.

A Florida grand jury wants to see

major reforms in the viatical industry.

It warns that if changes do not occur, a

terminally ill person‘s option to sell his

or her life insurance for cash could no

longer exist.

And even if allegations of fraud are

provenuntrue, thescandalmayhavescared

away the investors that drive the business,

according to some in the industry.

"Fraud in the viatical settlement in—

dustry is rampant," the grand jury said

in its report, adding that 40 to 50 per—

cent of viaticated policies may have

been procured through fraud.

"If this fraud continues unchal—

lenged, the industry will likely disap—

pear," the panel said.

Widespread fraud

In a viatical settlement, an investor

buys the life insurance policy of a ter—

minally ill policyholder. This industry

developed in the early 1980s to allow

people with AIDS to access cash. More

than $1 billion in policies are now sold

each year, according to industry esti—

mates, and more than half of viatical

settlements are in Florida.

State regulators began cracking

down on the industry more than a year

ago, looking for companies that work

with customers to buy policies fraudu—

lently, then viaticate them.

Terminally ill people can sometimes

illegally obtain life insurance coverage

by "cleansheeting," or failing to report

to the insurance company their medi—

cal condition. Viatical companies can

then buythese new, "wet ink" policies

and sell them to investors.

The investor, who unknowinglybuys

a cleansheeted policy, is put at a greater

than usual financial riskbecause a policy

less than two years old can be contested

and declared invalid, meaning the inves—

tor could lose the investment.

The grand jury found many policies

are viaticated within days of being

purchased, leading them to determine

the policies were fraudulently pur—

chased because it is unlikely that some—

one would learn of a terminal illness

within days after buying a new policy.

Future First Financial Group Inc. and

its vice president, William F. Sweeney,

were indicted by the grand jury in Feb—

ruary 2000, in connection with the mar—

keting of fraudulently obtained policies

valued at $6.9 million.

Wanda Tappan, president of Life

Benefit Services Inc., and three other

company employees were each

charged in a second indictment in con—

nection with the sale of about $2.5 mil—

lion in fraudulently obtained policies.

In October 1999, the officers of

 

Justus Viatical Group of Pompano

Beach were indicted on numerous

charges of organized fraud, grand theft

and insurance fraud. f

"For more than a year now, we‘ve

been digging into the viatical indus—

try," said Bill Nelson, Florida treasurer

and insurance commissioner, at a Feb.

4 press conference. "Our in—

vestigation so far suggests

widespread fraud." ;

The grand jury report

called on the insurance in—

dustry to consider greater

use of medical exams and

blood tests before issuing

policies and to require

that issuers receive notice

of viatication.

Insurance companies also are urged

to offer an accelerated death‘ benefit

option on existing and future policies.

The panel also made a series of recom—

mendations to Florida‘s legislature,

including increasing the penalties for

viatical fraud from a mlsdemeanor to
a felony.

. The privacy issue‘
While the Department of Insurance

(in Florida) and the grand jjury have:
targeted companies that engage in
fraud, the right of a viatical settlement
client to privacy came into question
during a still—ongoing investigation of
Mutual Benefits Corp., which resulted
in more than a hundred clients‘ records
being released to law enforcement.

In Florida, viatical settlement com—
panies are subject to regulation by the
Department of Insurance, so regulators
sometimes see patient records. But
when investigators wanted to seize
10,000 patient records, Mutual Ben—
efits‘ lawyer said the regulators were
going too far.

Michael McNerney, attorney for
Mutual Benefits, said seeing the
records would mean their service com—
pany could not continue to pay the

See Insurance, page 53
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Visit the new Lichterman Nature Center

Nestled in the heart of suburban East Memphis, sur—

rounded by shopping malls and office buildings, lies a 65—

acre woodland oasis with nature trails, a lake, meadow and

new, state—of—the—art facilities known as Lichterman Nature

Center. How did the concrete jungle not consume this re—

spite? The unique story behind the Lichterman Nature Cen—

ter is steeped in history and extravagance.

The property on which

the Lichterman Nature f,

Center is located can be

traced back to the mid— WA 7 4

1800s as part of a 5,000—acre €

plantation owned by non. ) b
Samuel and Joseph Mosby. s
In 1870, the Mosbys sold
1,900 acres of their estate to
George H. Bennett — a fa—
mous breeder of thorough—
bred race horses who built
a racetrack on the property.
The farm portion of the estate (1,052 acres) was sold by
Bennett to Charles G. Smith on April 27, 1927.
On May 9, 1928, Smith sold 300 acres of land to Clarence

Saunders, who four years earlier lost a sizable fortune, in—
cluding the unfinished "Pink Palace," when he was unable
to retain control of his self—service grocery store chain
known as the Piggly Wiggly.

The following year Saunders engaged architect Hubert
T. McGee — also the architect for his "Pink Palace" — to de—
sign a 7,000—square foot log home for his country estate and
summer home. In addition to the log home (insured for
$76,500 in 1930), the estate boasted an 18—hole gold course,
two lighted tennis courts, a lake, a boat house with obser—
vation deck, a 220—foot x 125—foot swimming pool, several
servants‘ quarters, an entertainment lodge, farm buildings
and barns.

Unfortunately, Saunders fell victim to the Great Depres—
sion and had to surrender his summer estate on May 19,
1932, to the previous owner, Smith, for failure to pay cer—
tain debts owed.

William "Memphis Bill" H. Terry, pitcher and first
baseman for the New York Giants and subsequent man—
ager of the New York Giants (1932—1942), purchased the
property from Smith to become the estate‘s fifth owner.
While living on the estate, Terry spent most of his time con—
verting the millionaire‘s playground into a working farm.
When Terry put the estate up for sale in 1944, Ira J.

Lichterman and William A. Loewenburg, brothers—in—law
and business partners in the Southern Leather Company,
purchased the property. They renamed the property
"Lakecrest" and continued as gentlemen farmers, raising

 

dairy cattle and farming the land.
In the early 1960s, as the Memphis suburbs moved in

closer and closer, they sold sections of the estate which were
developed for business, residential and public facilities,
including Ridgeway Elementary, Ridgeway High School
and St. Francis Hospital.
When Lichterman died on May 29, 1963, his wife, Lottie,

and Loewenberg donated
12.4 acres of the estate, includ—
ing the historic log home and
the lake, to the Memphis Park
Commission, in memory of
Lichterman. An additional
11.48 acres were donated to
the Park Commission in 1978,
with the remainder being
purchased by the City of
Memphis through a grant in
the early 1970s.

Lichterman Park was dedi—
cated on June 23, 1972. Although plans were in the works,
the land sat idle until 1976, when a group of local residents
spoke out for its development as a community park. Seven
years later, with the help of hundreds of volunteers and
$850,000 provided by the City of Memphis, the Lichterman
Nature Center was opened to the public on April 14, 1983.

Unfortunately, almost 11 years later, in February 1994, fire
destroyed the historic 7,000—square—foot log home that had
served as the facility‘s interpretive visitor center, which by
now was listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Yet, out of tragedy came opportunity. The "New"
Lichterman Nature Center, a state—of—the—art environmen—
tal educational facility for the 21st century, was built and
re—opened in October. This new facility consists of the Wil—
liam A. Loewenberg Visitor Center, the Nature Store, new
trails and boardwalks, teaching pavilions, a special events
pavilion, gardens and a greenhouse.

Lichterman Nature Center will be open Monday through
Thursdayfrom9 a.m. to4p.m.; Friday and Saturday, from9 a.m.
to 5 p.m., and Sunday,noon to 5 p.m. Admission is $6 for adults,
$5.50 for seniors and $4.50 for children (ages three to 12).

For more information, call (901) 767—7322

Got an idea for Family & Friends?

Call us at (901) 682—2669 or

e—mail us at FamilyMag@aol.com
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Weavthering‘the cdld to enjoy the picnic were, from left, Anya,
John, Matt and Steve

Kay stands watch over the
hamburger grill

 

Manning the MGLCC table are Jason, Len, Angela and Cookin‘ up some great tastin‘ hot dogs were J0.\
Jason. Betty and Tom. \



  

November 2000

 

Family & Friends Managing Editor Anita, left, poses with Len and
Dixie during the picnic.

__ weatheron Oct.8andcameout toOvertonParkin —
_ Midtown. The daywas acomplete success for both
co—sponsoring organizations, thanks to thegenerous
supportofseveral businessand individuals. MPIre— —porteda$260profit for the day, whiletheMGLCC

 

    

 

| reportedmaking$152._  

      

 

  

 

Bundled for the cold are Tim and Jim.

 

Among those enjoying the picnic were ABOVE: from
left, Clay, Vincent and Ken, and AT LEFT: from left,
Joe, Chris, Steve, Jeremiah and Tony.
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MSO to perform November 4

Join the Memphis Symphony Orchestra on Saturday,

Nov. 4, at 8 p.m. for "The Essential Ellington" as guest con—

ductor Jeff Tyzik returns to Memphis for an evening of

Ellington favorites. Tickets to the performance, to be held

at Eudora Auditorium, 4684 Poplar at Perkins, range from

$32 to $21 and may be ordered by calling the MSO Box

Office at (901) 324—3627 or TicketMaster at (901) 525—1515.

Artistic works are on display

The artistic works of Rhea Gary will be exhibited and

available for sale through Nov. 30 at the Memphis Botanic

Garden. The award—winning Gary is known for her ability

to transform seemingly ordinary scenes into inspiring land—

scape paintings filled with color. For more information, call

(901) 685—1566.

Art to Zoo store event slated

Get your holiday shopping done at the fourth annual

Art to Zoo museum store event on Saturday, Nov. 11, from

10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Sunday, Nov. 12, from noon to 5

p.m. This event will be held at the Lichterman Nature Cen—

ter at 5992 Quince Road.

Museum shops from The Children‘s Museum of Mem—

phis, Pink Palace Museum, Memphis Zoo, The Dixon

Gallery & Gardens, Memphis Botanic Gardens, Mallory—

Neely House, Lichterman Nature Center, Fire Museum of

Memphis, Chucalissa Museum and other local museum

shops will have some great jewelry, books, educational

toys, holiday ornaments and other one—of—a—kind gifts for

sale. For more information, call (901) 767—7322.

Len Cabral to share stories

On Saturday, Nov. 11, at 1 and 3 p.m., nationally—ac—

claimed storyteller Len Cabral will share stories from Afri—

can worlds at the Pink Palace Museum, 3050 Central Av—

enue. Listeners from age five to 105 will be captivated as

Cabral takes traditional tales from folklore and fable and

imaginative yarns from far—off places, and weaves them

together using an engaging mix of poetry, song, movement

and humor.

Seating is limited and reservations are required. This

event is free with museum admission which is $7 for

adults, $6.50 for seniors and $4.50 for children (age

three to 12). For more information and reservations,

call (901) 320—6362.

Volunteers are needed at MBG

Volunteers are needed to work at the Memphis Botanic

Gardens. Jobs include operating trams and conducting

tours, preparing plants in the greenhouse for the gardens,

working on the grounds, working in the gift shop, assist—

ing with clerical and computer tasks and helping out with

special events. For more information, call (901) 685—1566.

Kwanzaa founder to speak

Just a note: Dr. Maulana Karenga, founder ofKwanzaa,

will speak at the Pink Palace Museum, 3050 Central Av—

enue, on Saturday, Dec. 16, at 1 and 3 p.m. Tickets are $10

each; seating is limited and advance reservations are rec—

ommended by calling (901) 320—6362.

Hear Carol Plunk this month

Youcanhear the musical talents ofCarol PlunkatOneMore,

2117 Peabody, on Sundays, Nov. 5, 12, 19 and 26, from 5 to 7

p.m. In Memphis, she can also be found at The Flying Saucer

DraughtEmporium, 130 Peabody Place, onWednesdays, Nov.

1, 15, 22 and 27, from 8 to 11 p.m. A few of her Jackson, Tenn.,

playdates include Friday, Nov. 10, at Sip & Surf, from 8 to 10

p.m. and Saturday, Nov. 18, at Barley‘s from 8 p.m. to mid—

night. CheckoutCarol Plunk‘s website atwww.carolplunk.com

or call (901) 427—6207 for a complete listing.

Enjoy holidays at Magevney

Enjoy an old—fashioned Christmas in old—world style

at the Magevney House holiday exhibit, "A Candle in the

Window: Christmas at the Magevneys." Magnevney

House, located at 198 Adams Avenue, will be decorated

with simple, natural decorations fashioned of evergreens,

fruits and berries. Admission is free. Call (901) 523—1484

for more information.

Sound ofMusic set at Orpheum
The Sound ofMusic, starring Barry Williams ("The Brady

Bunch") as heroic Captain Georg von Trapp, will be onstage
at The Orpheum Theatre, 203 South Main Street, Oct. 31
through Nov. 5. Showtimes are Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday at 7:30 p.m.; Friday at 8 p.m.; Saturday at 2 and 8
p.m., and Sunday at 1:30 and 7 p.m. Tickets, ranging from ,
$68 to $15 (plus applicable service charges), are available
by calling The Orpheum Theatre Box Office at (901) 525—
3000 or (901) 743—ARTS. u
—&
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Brooks to opeh exhibit
The U. S. Premier of "Remington, Russell and the Language of Western Art" is set for Sunday, Nov. 19, at theMemphis Brooks Museum, located in Overton Park. Theexhibit will be available through Jan. 28.Defined simply, Western art is that which portrays scenesof the region west of the Mississippi River within the con—tinental United States. The height of its practice occurredduring four generations from about 1825 until 1925, coin—ciding roughly with the frontier years in that area.This exhibition, curated by noted Western scholar PeterHassrick, focuses on the work of two of the most successfuland popular artists oftheAmerican West. Both Charles Russelland Frederic Remington were widely appreciated for theirportrayal and interpretation of the American cowboy and theWest. The two artists maintained different visions of the West,although they both eulogized it and its presence in Americanculture. The exhibition will place the two artists within thecontext of the 19th century and America‘s drive westward.An opening day lecture by Hassrick will be held Sun—day, Nov. 19, at 2 p.m. Hassrick is the author of numerousbooks and articles on Russell and Remington, including arecent comparative analysis of their works. A reception willfollow the lecture.
And on Saturday, Dec. 2, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., visitorsof all ages will enjoy storytelling, crafts, artist demonstra—tions and more as folks tour "Remington, Russell and theLanguage of Western Art."The museum hours are Tuesday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 4p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.Admission is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors (65+) and $2for students with ID. Free admission on Wednesdays issponsored by Bank of America.For more information, call (901) 544—6200.
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Dine In & Carry Out

& Soon Delivery Service

c3siuhike Mid Town Area

Memphis, TN

901—278—MORE

Monday — Saturday 11:30 a.m. to 2 a.m.

Sunday 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m.

Prices Subject To Change Without Notice

Add chili, cheese

   

 

  

garlic and/orjalap?h8s for ¢). 50¢per item

French Fries with anySandwich‘adeéX................... $1.25

FrENCH FFIGS BASKOL ret $2.50

Fried MUShIOOMS BASK@L $3.75

SOUP Of the DaY (DOWI) $4.50

a"TTMI"ponemre deny(_;nana et $4.50

DINNET SAIAQL tahan reborn deng Reg. $4.75

Grilled ChiCK@N SAIAQ $6.50

Rosita‘s Combo Salad (The WOTKS) $7.50
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Pizza

  

  

  

  

  

     

I Pick up orders ll

I Call 278—6673 A

I Collect 20 §

I €

—

GetarREE

—

q
I @ Pizza of Your

_

j

o Choice
I Bar & Grill $
I 2117 Peabody I
I Memphis, TN I

Pepperoni 12" a 9313. (P ver $7.50
Italian Sausage 12" ............ prin ne cen $7.50
Pepperoni & Italian Combo|pant ~fmeinetniescinoo.deresin $8.00
Veggie Lover‘s 12".............G {rDRW Ner s cess $9.00

includes onion, tomatof“? yeper black olives and mushrooms
Hawaiian Delight 12" ...... o errrrfee

a/

$9.00
includes onion, green pepper ha ind pineapple

Woll.

|

inPL yo. itr

fere

esr areas $10.75
Includes Italian sausage; pepperoni, onion and mushrooms

includes Italian If"omon 8jep pepper, fresh garlic and

The WOrk§ 12"
AWMeat!L2"

includes sausage, pepperonigh
Pepperoni Lover‘s 12" ........ 3
BarB—O 12"nei Cellini

 

Extra toppings avazlabl upmgf‘réque" t are pepperoni, ham, on—
ion, green pepper, tomato s, Iyllfan ausage, black olives, mush—
rooms, fresh garlic, jalapn0§, extra cheese and pineapple. Each
extra topping 50¢ L“)
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I watched the season finale of "Sex and the City." I really

like the show andits provocative nature. Theyhad three trans—

sexual (TS) prostitutes that appeared in this last episode. They

were loudly dressed and their presentation followed suit. In

one particular scene, the characters on the series made jokes

about these TS women‘s status in life and their descriptively

vulgar language. I agreed with them; their conversation was

a bit disgusting. I hated the fact that these women behaved

that way. Not all TS women present themselves in this man—

ner. I‘m notbashing the show, I‘mjust wondering if these types

of shows are relaxing people to transsexuals or if their image

is still being compared with Tootsie images.

I understand that there are transsexuals that do behave

that way. I also am certain that a lot of other people act even

worse. I always thoughtNewYork was typically more open—

minded and was more likely to accept people of different

nationalities, religions, etc. New York also is the place where

the transsexual had her throat severed while several taxicab

drivers cheered and encouraged the violent event. However,

I think that for the most part, New York does seem more

liberal—minded and appears to tolerate differently—identified

people more effortlessly than other cities.

In the show, the girls made jokes about the transsexuals

and the leading character, Samantha. They usually poke

fun at Samantha anyway. It was all in good fun! At least I

thought so. However, I wonder what non—TS people

thought. Did it portray a negative image of these women?

Did it reinforce that "freak" status that some people seem

to nurture against us? Or did the humor in the show relax

some people regarding transsexual women?

In the last scene, Samantha gave up herbattle with these bois—

terous ladies and threw a party on the rooftop. I thought that

was an extremely cool approach to end the show. It sent out sev—

eral messages to those people who were paying attention.

Here‘s what I got out of it.

First, it said to me that the way to conflict resolution is

through cooperation. It seems to me these days that at least

once a month, I turn on the news and half the spectators at a

ballgame have beaten each other up. A lot of these people

are parents of a child in the sport being played. What‘s that

about? It seems to me that only half the people at a game are

going to cheer for the same team you want to win. As sim—

plistic as all this sounds, people should attend a game ex—

pecting this type of behavior. Don‘t get made, get used to it.

Stop the violence, which we as a society are teaching
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verywell to our children. Samantha‘s approach to the prob—

lem was refreshing. Even after everyone had exchanged

harsh words and a few eggs, she was able to lay all that

aside. And so did they. There were no hard feelings be—

tween them.

Second, I say, "If you can‘t beat them, join them." You

really do catch more flies with honey. That‘s pretty much

what happened. The ladies of the show threw a party and

all the girls were invited. They may not have totally

wrapped their head around transsexualism, but they re—

spected the women for who they are. They are people like

everyone else with the same basic needs.

Third, my view of TS people is understandably tainted.

I am TS. It should be expected that I would understand TS

people better than someone in the general public. But I

don‘t. I am a person first and foremost but I don‘t under—

stand all people. I‘ve been in denial most of my life that I

wasn‘t born with male genitalia. I thought that who people

were on the inside is just who they are.

I think that society sees things very differently. If you‘re a

one—legged man, I think that society will always see you as a

one—legged man. People can‘t get past that. I‘m not speaking

of people who know you or care about you. I‘m speaking of

people who don‘t care to take the time to do so. It‘s their

narrow—minded opinion you will never change. All you will

ever come to be to them is the one—legged man. Or the drag

queen, the gay man, the lipstick lesbian or the butch.

What does the gay community think? Are they any more

open—minded than the heterosexual community? Tell me, I

want to know. And if you happen to see that one—legged

man, Take A Walk ... because that‘s all you will ever see.

 

Ifthe beer‘s starting to impair

your game ...

    

 

Think whatit‘ll do to

your driving.

DESIGNATE A DRIVER
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And Your Point Is ...

from page 4

The lesson to be learned by this, is that people in gen—

eral, not just children under the age of 15, have short atten—

tion spans. This is even evidenced by the recent trend of

newspapers and magazines to "tell the story and tell it

quick." Why? According to research, most readers lose in—

terest in a story about a third of the way through.

Short attention spans is another reason for fast—paced

TV newscasts, television shows, computer games and com—

puters in general.

Ourpoint is this: Even within the GLBT community, organi—

zationsneed to remember people‘s attention span is short. They

may take a cause or organization to heart, but unless they can

be kept interested, their attention will be turned elsewhere.

An example: One month, the GLBT community ap—

peared very interested in the reasons Memphis Pride Inc.

postponed its Pridefest 2000 event (as evidence by the high

turnout at the Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community

Center‘s town hall meeting focusing on that issue), but now,

only a few short months later, only three people showed

up for the October open meeting of MPI.

Finding supporterswhose interestis genuine is hard enough,

but once you‘ve got them, do whatever it takes to keep ‘em.
e o o

Editor‘s Note: Last month we reported here that Toyota was

still supporting Dr. Laura‘s television show by continuing to run

ads during the show. We are happy to report, that since our Oc—

tober issue, Toyota has pulled its advertisements from her show.
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Available as
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BUYING OR

SELLING.

Broker, OWne’r, MBA ~~

gmx@aol.com of
glenn@glennmoore.com

 

| 800K5, CO "ff 9595

Buying or selling
real estate may be
one of the most
important financial
decisions of your
life. You will be in
very capable hands
with my 15 years of
Memphis—area
experience.
Listening to your

| needs, | will skillfully
guide you through
the process.
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Ask the CIS
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Common signs, symptoms of cancer are defined

Question: What are the common signs and symptoms
of cancer?

Answer: There are many types of cancer and they can
cause a variety of symptoms. Here are some of them:

* Thickening or lump in the breast or any other part of
the body

* Obvious change in a wart or mole

* A sore that does not heal

* Nagging cough or hoarseness

* Changes in bowel or bladder habits

* Indigestion or difficulty swallowing

* Unexplained changes in weight

* Unusual bleeding or discharge

These symptoms are NOT always caused by cancer.
They also may be caused by infectious, non—cancerous
tumors or other problems. It is important to see a doctor
about any of these symptoms or other physical changes.
You should not wait to feel pain because early cancer usu—
ally does not cause pain.

To find the cause of symptoms, the doctor may order tests
or a biopsy. During a biopsy, the doctor removes a sample of

 
 

tissue from the abnormal area. The tissue is then examined
under a microscope to check for cancer cells. Abiopsy usually
is the best way to tell whether a medical problem is cancer.
 

Ask the CIS is distributed by the Cancer Information Service
(CIS) of the Mid—South. The CIS is a program of the National
Cancer Institute. Call the CIS toll—free at (800) 4—CANCER be—
tween 9 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. local time.
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Develop your child‘s love of music early on

Is there a latent Liberace lurking in

your living room? Might your yo—yo—

dizzied youngster be the next Yo—Yo—

Ma, Dizzy Gillespie or Bonnie Raitt?

Could your wonderful little Stevie be

the new millennium‘s musical

wunderking?

"Stop guessing and

start exploring,"

said Dr. Ronald

Vernon, associate

dean of liberal arts

and orchestra con—

ductor at The Uni—

versity of Missis—

sippi. "Realizing and

developing musical in—

terests and abilities in

children doesn‘t have to

be a mysterious process

and doesn‘t usually happen by acci—

dent," the former chair of the Old Miss

department of music and father of

three accomplished musicians said. By

tuning children in early to the benefits

of playing music and helping them se—

lect an appropriate first instrument,

parents, teachers, family and friends

can help direct youngsters toward

many melodious rewards.

"All musical instruments can afford

a lifetime of development, challenges

andjoys," Vernon said. "But, when it

comes to helping a youngster select a

musical instrument, the concept of

‘easy‘ or ‘difficult‘ instruments is of—

ten exaggerated."

Vernon offered the following tips for

guiding children toward a harmonious

future with music:

* Tune children in early. Talk with

youngsters about the advantages of

playing music and expose them early

to a rich variety of musical perfor—

mances. "Children need to be at least

minimally familiar with various in—

  

   

 

struments and the sounds they can

produce in order to know which ones

they might enjoy learning to play,"

Vernon said. Recordings, concerts, ra—

dio and television performances,

books and Internet sites can provide

opportunities for expo—

sure and discussion of

various musical instru—

ments, as well as the

fun of making music.

Also, if you play any

instrument at all, let the

child see and hear you

play.

* Ensure physical

harmony between in—

strument and child. Some

physical characteristics can

help predict a child‘s success or

difficulty with particular instruments.

Certain lip and dental shapes are more

or less compatible with some instru—

ments, as are physical strength, hand

size, etc. Learning to play the violin,

piano and recorder can begin early —

sometimes as young as two or three —

while playing the trumpet and oboe

requires more abdominal support than

most young children possess. "Al—

though these characteristics are not

defining, the advice of a knowledge—

able specialist is useful," Vernon said.

* Be receptive to personality cues.

Emotional maturity, personal prefer—

ences and tolerance for frustration can

influence musical satisfaction. Some

instruments offer immediate rewards

in the early stages of learning, while

others require more time and patience

to master even the basics. While pianos

can produce pleasant tones immedi—

ately and recorders are easy to blow,

for example, initial progress may seem

slower when learning to play the vio—

lin or flute. Children who thrive on so—

cial relationships may enjoy playing in

a group setting, such as band or orches—

tra, while others maybe more suited for

individual work with a piano, organ or

guitar. "If a child is eager to start an in—

strument that is not developmentally

appropriate," Vernon said, "another

instrument may be a suitable ‘pre—in—

strument‘ choice, such as recorder for

oboe, violin for string bass, etc."

* Direct, don‘t dictate. Remember

that your child is the person who must

live with the decision of which instru—

ment to learn, if any. In the best case, it

could be the beginning of a lifelong

passion and pleasure.

* Change keys, if necessary. "Keep

in mind that initial choices are not per—

manent, and changing or adding in—

struments can often be accomplished

gracefully and with little lost momen—

tum," Vernon said. This is especially

true within the families of instru—

ments: percussion, woodwinds, brass

and strings. Many professional musi—

cians start on instruments different

from those they play as adults. Help

children travel a steady—but—flexible

course of musical experience.

* Audition the music teachers.

The success and satisfaction of your

child‘s musical experience depends as

much on selecting the right teacher as

on selecting the right instrument. Es—

pecially in the early years, it is essen—

tial to have a teacher who likes and

understands yo«=ssters and who has

adequate musical background and

skills to help them develop the proper

fundamentals of playing.

* Consider sharing the experience.

Share the experience of music with

your children by learning to play one

or another instrument. "It‘s never too

late to enjoy the study of a musical in—

strument," Vernon said.
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Learning science can be fun

Learn science the fun way at The Children‘s Museum of

Memphis, 2525 Central Avenue, on Saturday, Nov. 18, 1 to

2 p.m. Children, age five to nine, are invited to "It‘sAMatter

of State," where a guest scientist from The American Chemi—

cal Society—Memphis will conduct experiments with sol—

ids, liquids and gases, including demonstrations with dry

ice. Museum admission is $4 for children (age 1 to 12) and

seniors (62+) and $5 for adults. For more information, call

(901) 320—3170.

Workshops on humor planned

A series of comedy workshops at Memphis and Shelby

County library branches will emphasize the use of humor

to diffuse intense situations. P. A. Bomani, motivational

speaker and FM 103.5 radio personality, will teach teenag—

ers, age 12 to 18, to use humor to deal with stressful situa—

tions. The workshops will be held at the following loca—

tions: Millington branch, 4858 Navy Road, on Wednesday,

Nov. 15, at 3:30 p.m.; Cornelia Crenshaw branch, 531 Vance

Avenue, on Thursday, Nov. 16, at 3:30 p.m.; Raleigh branch,

3157 Powers, on Tuesday, Nov. 28, at 4 p.m.; Whitehaven

branch, 4122 Barton Drive, on Wednesday, Nov. 29, at 4 p.m.,

and East Shelby branch, 7200 East Shelby Drive, on Thurs—

day, Nov. 30, at 4 p.m. Registration is required by calling

LINC at (901) 725—8895. _

 

Join MBG‘s Caterpillar Club

Help your children develop into well—rounded, young:

stewards of our environment by joining the Memphis

Botanic Garden‘s Caterpillar Club. Designed for ages five

and under, these classes showcase the marvels of the natu—

ral world. "Eco—Art"is set for Tuesday, Nov. 7, 10 to 11 a.m.

and again on Wednesday, Nov. 8, 11 a.m. to noon. Kids can

make their own art kit from recycled materials and house—

hold supplies. "Native Notions" is the theme for Tuesday,

Nov. 21, 10 to 11 a.m. and again on Wednesday, Nov. 22, 11

a.m. to noon. Children will salute Native Americans by cre—

ating dream catchers and spirit rocks. Enrollment is lim—

ited and pre—registration is requested by calling (901) 685—

1566, ext. 110.

Come discuss ‘Rules of Life‘

Youths ages 12 to 18 are invited to discuss the "Rules

of Life" with motivational speaker, author and former U.S.

Navy jet pilot Lt. Commander Drew Brown III at Mem—

phis area libraries. He will be at the Cornelia Crenshaw

branch, 531 Vance Avenue, on Thursday, Nov. 2, at 3:30

p.m.; Whitehaven branch, 4122 Barton Drive, on Wednes—

day, Nov. 8, at 4 p.m.; East Shelby branch, 7200 East Shelby

Drive, on Thursday, Nov. 9, at 4 p.m., and again at the

Cornelia Crenshaw branch, 531 Vance Avenue, on Mon—

day, Nov. 13, at 3:30 p.m.

 

THEFUN STARTS NOW!

with Nicholas Toombs Productions

FAMILYENTERTAINMENT

featuring The Ringmaster ofMagic

and Sparkle The Clown...

Magic — Stand—up, Stage,

and Walk—around

Balloon Sculptures

also now offering...

§ Santa ¥ Clowns

Face Painting ¥ Tarot Card Readers

Elvis Impersonators ¥ DJ Service

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY

PARTIESNOW!!

(888) 532—4519 W (901) 358—7258

 

 

  



 

 

Circuit Playhouse, 1705 Poplar Av—

enue, is excited to present Pinocchio as

part of the holiday season, now

through Dec. 23. This children‘s favor—

ite will be brought to life by a cast full

of loveably quirky characters.

Join Pinocchio as he learns what it

means to be a real boy with the help of

the Black Cat, the Fire—Eater, the Blue

Fairy, the Cricket and the Red Fox.

Pinocchio will be directed by John

O‘Connell. The precocious wooden
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Peter Pan set to

open at Playhouse

Playhouse on the Square, 51 South Cooper, brings its holi—

day must—see, Peter Pan, to the stage Nov. 10 through Jan. 7.

Fly with this spirited youth to Neverland where dreams

are born and time is never planned. And join the Darling

children, pirates and lost boys as they set sail for a magical

adventure in this most beloved of traditions sure to please

children of all ages.

Playhouse introduces two new actresses, Courtney Ell

and Renee Davis, to play the part of Peter Pan.

Tickets to Peter Pan are $22 for adults, $18 for seniors,

$12 for military and students and $10 for children. Pay—

What—You—Can night is Thursday, Dec. 28, at 7 p.m.

For showtimes and reservations, call the Playhouse on

the Square Box Office at (901) 726—4656.

Week of storytelling set

Yarnspinners of Memphis, the local storytelling guild,

will be spinning its yarns for people of all ages at a variety

of locations, Nov. 12 to 17.

Members will begin the week of storytelling with a con—

cert at The Deliberate Literate, 1997 UnionAvenue, on Sun—

day, Nov. 12, at 7 p.m. Then, during the week, members of

Yarnspinners will be performing in libraries and schools

throughout the city.

On Friday, Nov. 17, there will be an "adults only" con—

cert at Otherlands, 641 South Cooper, from 8 to 9:30 p.m.

The big finale, known as Tellebration! 2000, will be held

on Saturday, Nov. 18, at 7 p.m. at White Station High School,

514 South Perkins Road. All performances are free and open

to the public.

For more information, call Luna at (901) 353—1713.

Circuit presents children‘s favorite, Pinocchio

boy will be played by Guy Olivieri

and Dave Landis takes the role of the

kindhearted Gepetto. Rachel Stroud is

Cricket, Louise Casini is Black Cat,

Kimber Cox is Fire Eater/

Candlewick, Bobby Hatchett is Red

Fox and Karin Hill is Blue Fairy. Don‘t

miss this show, which is sure to bring

out the child in everyone.

Showtimes for Pinocchio are 7 p.m.

on Saturdays and 2 p.m. on Sundays.

Additionally, performances are slated

for Saturday, Dec. 23, at 2 p.m.; Tues—

day, Dec. 19, at 7 p.m., and, during the

month of December, 7 p.m. perfor—

mances on Sundays. The Pay—What—

You—Can performance is set for Sun—

day, Nov. 5, at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $10 for adults, $9 for se—

niors and military and $8 for students

and children.

For tickets or more information, call

the Playhouse on the Square Box Of—

fice at (901) 726—4656.
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Insurance
 

from page 38

policy premiums and the policies would be jeopardized.

McNerney, who said Mutual Benefits has done nothing

wrong, said they offered to allow regulators to make cop—

ies of files.

After several court battles, about 100 patient records were

released to law enforcement. The patients involved were

allowed to testify about whether they believed their records

should remain private. Some objected to the release of the

records, but the judge ruled that they should be released.

Copies were made and the originals were seized.

"From Mutual Benefit‘s point of view and (their book—

keeping company) Viatical Services point ofview, the proper

procedures were followed," McNerney said in an interview.

Special counsel Oscar Gelpi, who handled the case for

the Office of Statewide Prosecution, said when patients

enter into a commercial transaction involving their medi—

cal records, the records became part of the transaction and

are subject to state review.

"The court ruled that law enforcement did have a right to

review the records in order to investigate fraud," Gelpi said.

National implications

While spokespeople for the viatical industry‘s two trade

associations said they do not believe anything has been

mishandled in the continuing investigation of Mutual Ben—

efits, they said they worry that the scandal will hurt the

industry nationwide. *

Bill Kelley, ‘who heads the Viatical Association of

America, said his organization favors efforts to prevent

fraud. Mutual Benefits is a member of the association and

McNerney serves on its board.

Scott Page, spokesperson and past president of the Na—

See Insurance, page 63

Dolphins
 

from page 37
phins at either 5 or 7 p.m. pag

And on Sunday, Dec. 3, Cousteau, a marine conserva—

tionist and the son of the legendary explorer Jacques

Cousteau, will be at the Pink Palace Museum. Cousteau is

an impassioned, eloquent spokesman for the environment

and also an award—winning producer of all of Jacques

Cousteau‘s television series and specials.

The evening‘s events begin at 5:30 p.m. with a sit—down

dinner (black—tie optional) with Cousteau followed by his

lecture in the IMAX Theater at 7 p.m. The evening con—

cludes with a special showing of Dolphins at 8 p.m. Admis—

sion to the entire evening is $100 per person ($85 for mem—

bers). To make reservations for this event, please call Kathey

Nix at (901) 320—6357.
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Vince, Todd, Don, Ronnie, Russell and Billy

 

   

 

Ed and Jack 

 

 

Brian and David Lonnieand "Wild Woman" Cornelia
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Daddy Jim (seated) with his single Chris shows off his purchases.

daughters, George, Steven and Ruth—Anne

  
Sammye and Sheryl Hayden and Bob
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Anthony, right, and Dennlé   

   

   

Anthony, Dennis and Ms. KeKe—

  

Gary, Jerross, Corey and Lynwoodt in Cast of Dreamgirls at Feast for Friends:
Atlanta, Ga., for the show Faggot.

 

Here are some of the folks who attended the "Safe Sex Workshop"

hosted by Brothers United of Memphis. BU workshop.
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BEYOND TEA #6

A FUND—RAISER FOR

"ADULT SPECIAL CARE"

FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

NOV. 17, 18 AND 19

AT

J—WAG‘S

1268 MADISON AVENUE

Friday, Nov. 17, 10 p.m. —"The Show ofShows"

* All entertainers are invited to come join in the fun and help raise funds

for a place that helps so many in our community. —

* $3.00 donation at the door

Saturday, Nov. 18, 8 p.m. —"Live and SilentAuction"

* Finger—food provided by some of the best caterers around.

«Christmas is just around the corner; what a great way to find a great buy

and help ASC out at the same time.

* Entertainers will be performing throughout the night.

 

Sunday, Nov. 19, 7 and 9 p.m. —"Sit—Down Dinner"

* $20 per plate

* Catered by Classic Cuisine Catering

* Reservations required; call Scottie at (901) 272—0860

* Ask your J—Wag‘s bartender for details.

Thanks to our sponsors and donors, all money collected

at all three events will be given to ASC.

 

AdultSpecial Care offers medical care, medications, social services, nutritional

services and counseling to people infected with HIV. Adult Special Care, located

at The Med, 800MadisonAvenue, Memphis, Tenn., treats 4,000persons annually.
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from page 8

screening agent," Cruse began. "It‘s been thatway further back

than 1997. And, petitioning the state for property tax exemp—

tion is separate from filing for exemption for state sales tax."

Cruse‘s office is separate from Shelby County Trustee Bob

Patterson‘s office and from the city tax collector‘s office.

However, Cruse said, "Bob Patterson‘s office makes the

final decisions (regarding dropping the penalty and interest

assessed on delinquent property taxes), but they (the people

in Patterson‘s office) look to us for recommendations. We

(Cruse‘s office) will make a recommendation (to waive the

penalties and interest) if we erred in someway. Mr. Patterson

might be able to go back and help them (HTCC). If I were

them (HTCC), I would certainly ask him to do so. "

But, did the county make an error, and what, if any, could

that error be? The answer to this question, may actually lie

within the deed to the property itself, and even perhaps

the real estate closing.

When asked why the property tax notices, as well as de—

linquent tax notices, for a parcel of land at 3430 Summer

Avenue hadbeen sent to the MadisonAvenue address, Cruse

 

American Tuxedo!

Free Groom‘s

Tuxedo Program

Over 100 Styles

Available

30% Off Wedding

Invitations

Open Evenings

and Sundays

Best Place in

Town ...:

Guaranteed!

 

4730 Riverdale

(across from Wal—Mart)

4722 Poplar Avenue

(next to Bronx

Bage! Bali}
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said, "It depends on what was instructed in the deed."
So, what‘s the deed have to do with it? As is appears

right now, a lot.
"My records show that the property at 3430 Summer

Avenue was purchased in July 1998, for $250,000," Cruse
said. "There is a place in the deed that directs to what ad—
dress the property tax bill be mailed."

It is important to note when Cruse was asked whatad—
dress his office had in its file for HTCC, a search revealed
HTCC‘s address is still listed on Madison Avenue.
"My office was forwarded a copy of the tax collector‘s

notice, but we didn‘t change the address," Cruse said. "We
can only change an address if we receive a written request
(to change the address) from the property owner. But, if I
had to send something out today (Oct. 20), it would go to
the Madison Avenue address. And, we‘re the permanent
office of record."

Here‘s where a possible error on the county‘s part may
have occurred.

"If the deed (to the 3430 SummerAvenue property) sug—
gested the (property tax bill) be mailed to the Summer Av—
enue address, or a third address — sometimes the (closing)

See HTCC, page 59
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from page 58

attorneys indicate it is to be sent to their office‘s address —
then that may be an err or on our part," Cruse explained.
"I would probably call Bob Patterson (because) they have
the right to make that change (the waiving of penalties and
interest in the event of an error on the county‘s part). I would
make a recommendation on waiving the penalties and in—
terest, if that were the case."

There‘s another aspect here, too. HTCC administrators
said they knew nothing abouthaving to pay property taxes,
nor did they know they had to petition the state for a prop—
erty tax exemption status. But, if there is a place on the deed
directing the tax assessor‘s office where to send the tax bills,
then shouldn‘t the HTCC administrators present at the clos—
ing, or at least the closing attorney, have known the church

would be expected to pay property taxes?

"I would think a reputable, experienced attorney, or
somebody involved, should have told the church to peti—
tion the state for exemption from property taxes," Cruse
said. "And, it‘s possible it‘s in the sales contract, but some—
body should have questioned this. I would like to think
someone would have suggested petitioning the state, be—
cause had the state received the petition within a reason—
able amount of time, the state would have exempted the
church retroactively."

One more question for Cruse: If HTCC bought the
property in July 1998, was HTCC liable for all the prop—
erty taxes in 1998?

"There should have been, in a normal real estate trans—
action, a proration of taxes," he explained. "The property
was purchased from First National Bank, and I think they
should have been responsible (for property taxes) from
January 1998 to July 1998." If the math is calculated based
on the tax rates and values listed above, it is possible that
First National Bank was responsible for the taxes accrued
on the property during the first six months of 1998.

To further complicate things, especially since all the leads
were explored, there is possibly another piece to the puzzle,
Memphis Light, Gas and Water.

"Just months after:—we moved in (to the SummerAvenue
location), the church received several phone calls from
MLG&W saying they were very interested in buying our
building," Rev. Meadows explained. "Then, all of a sud—
den (in spring 1998), MLG&W stopped calling."
A phone call to the office of Harmon Morris Jr., chief

executive officer of MLG&W, to inquire about the
company‘s interest in purchasing a piece of land at 3430
Summer Avenue received an icy welcome from Cynthia
Marion, MLG&W legal clerk.

"I can‘t tell you anything about that. No one I know of

See HTCC, page 60
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Loving Arms plans events

Loving Arms will hold "Home for the Holidays Christ,

mas Auction" at Hardin Hall in the Memphis Botanic Gar—

dens on Sunday, Nov. 19, beginning at 6 p.m. Cost is $10

per person at the door. :

Billy Buchanan, who provided the hall, will also be the

Master of Ceremonies for this bi—annual event. This is an

opportunity to buy those holiday gifts and help out a most—

worthy organization.

And on Sunday, Dec. 3, from 3 to 7 p.m., Loving Arms

will hold its annual Christmas Open House at its offices

located at 1233 Peabody. You are invited to tour Loving

Arms‘ facilities and meet the staff and volunteers. Those

attending are encouraged to bring a Christmas toy that will

go to children receiving services from Loving Arms.

Loving Arms is dedicated to helping women and

children infected and affected by HIV/AIDS. Loving

Arms provides transportation to medical and social

service agency appointments, nutritional classes,

group support meetings, recreational outings, toys for

children at Christmas time, personal hygiene items to

clients and more.

For more information, call (901) 725—6730.

Correction
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from page 59

can tell you anything about that,"
she said before hanging up without
saying goodbye.

So, where does all this leave HTCC?
Owing at least $9,350, the amount of
the delinquent taxes without penalties
and interest, Rev. Meadows said.

"At first, we believed wewere go—
ing to have to call a meeting of the
membership to see if we could borrow
the money from the church building
fund (which has a balance of about
$20,000, with which the church is hop—
ing to build a sanctuary)," he said.
"However, five members of the church
have come forward and loaned HTCC
the money so we wouldn‘t have to
touch the building fund."

"I believe we‘ve gotten caught in a bu—
reaucratic trap," Rev. Meadows said.
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URGENT UPDATE TO

HOLY TRINITY STORY

It‘s not often we get to yell, "STOP THE PRESSES." How—

ever, we got that chance when a late—breaking story came to our

attention after we had already gone to press this month. Thefol—

lowing story serves as a follow—up, if not a conclusion, to the

Holy Trinity Community Church predicament.

Origin of error is discovered

Withoutreally placing blame and pointing fingers, Holy

Trinity Community Church has a better understanding of

why the church owes two years of delinquent property

taxes after a congregational meeting held Oct. 22.

"There was a congregational meeting after church yester—

day," said Rev. Timothy Meadows, pastor of HTCC. "All six

members of the church vestry who were in power when the

church was bought stood together behind the microphone

and said that while being a leader meantbasking in the glory

of victory, it also meant taking responsibility for mistakes."

The previous church vestry then told everyone present

that the closing attorney did, in fact, tell them to file the

petition with the state for property tax exemption. How—

ever, the petition was never filed, Meadows continued.

"We goofed and we accept it," the pastor said. "It‘s been

a very painful, expensive lesson."

Circuit Playhose
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Saturday, November 18, 2000 8:00 pm
Tuesday, November 21, 2000 7:30 pm
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Brett Daniels plans triple death—defying show —

Master Magician Brett Daniels has held the world spell—

bound for more than 20 years with his art of grand illu—

sion. Since 1997, he has mesmerized audiences in the Mid—

South. This Halloween, Daniels will defy death and test

his fate once again in a special Halloween performance of

"Journey into the Unknown" at Gold Strike Casino Resort‘s

Millennium Theatre.

On Saturday, Oct. 28, and Sunday, Oct. 29, Daniels will

perform "Trilogy of Death," a truly amazing combination

of his most dangerous illusions. A

al

JF

Mb

THANKS

A veryspecial thank you to the following

people who so generously donated school

supplies to the Coving Arms children

 

Herschel Schwartz

Cindy and Linda

HIV Family Care Network

The Queens

Mississippi Blvd. Christian Church

Soul Circus

Andrea Reynolds

St. Dominic/St. Agnes

Ron Cozart Insurance Co.

A special thank you goes to Penny McCraw

andAngie Buchanan and all the generous

people attending their 2nd annual

K LovingArms Back to School Party J  
 

"For the past couple
of years, we have
treated our audience to
the most death—defying
Halloween show we
could provide," Daniels
said. "This year, we
wanted to again cel—
ebrate Halloween with
magic and give the
Mid—South the most
dangerous illusions
they have ever seen to—
gether in one show."

The "Table of Death"
features Daniels
strapped to a table be—
neath a suspended
spike. He must free
himself from bondage
before the spike is re—
leased by fire.

The "Water Torture
Cell" was Houdini‘s
most well—known and
dangerous illusion, not
to mention his last. Rec—
reated by Daniels in
1998, he is chained, in— ;
verted and lowered into a glass tank full of water and given
the task of escaping.

"Nightmare at the Gallows" is by far the most danger—
ous illusion ever attempted by a magician on stage. He is

 
Brett Daniels attempting the
water torture cell at Gold Strike
in 1998.

See Brett Daniels, page 68

Power Up
 

from page 36
out to others coming out in the business,"Codikow said.

Power Up will maintain a resume bank, membership
directory, host networkng events, offer a mentoring pro—
gram and provide grants for filmmaking. Membership is
open to producers, directors, writers, studio executives,
actors and any other personnel in the entertainment indus—
try. Activities and membership information will be posted
on the group‘s website at www.power—up.net and requests :
for membership ‘applications can be obtained at
joinPOWERup@aol.com. 5
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ETC to stage Jerker

Emerald Theatre Company will close its fourth season

with the controversial, homoerotic one—act play Jerker, Nov.

3 through 11.

Writtenby playwright Robert Chesley (Night Sweats, Dog

Plays), this incisive work blatantly brings its viewers into

the lives of two men, J.R. and Bert. These two men, who

personify the typical populace of San Francisco in the early

‘80s, begin their relationship through phone calls ... phone

calls that evoke vivid and imaginative sex scenes in the

characters minds.

Jerker features Den—Nickolas Smith as J. R. (Boys in the

Band, Survival and the recently—produced independent film

Slick Lily vs The Grand Canyon) and Michael P. Hoots as Bert

(Boys in the Band, A Closer Walk With Patsy Cline and the

independent film Normal to Oily).

Jerkercontains graphic dialog,maturethemesandmalenudity.

Showtime is 8 p.m. on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Nov.

3, 4 and 5, and Friday and Saturday, Nov. 10 and 11.

Showtime is 2 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 12. Tickets are $10 for

adults and $5 for students with valid ID. Call (901) 722—

9302 for reservations.  

Insurance
 

from page 53

tional Viatical Association, said too much has been made

of the privacy issue and said his organization also supports

efforts to prevent fraud.

"It‘s really the media taking this thing and twisting it,"

he said.

Bryan Freeman, owner of Atlanta—based viatical com—

pany Benefits America, said that although licenses for

viatical companies are not required in Georgia, his com—

pany is licensed in Texas, Louisiana and Florida and is sub—

ject to regulators there.

"Nationwide, the viatical industry is beginning to get to

the point thatit is drawing more attention from regulators,

and I don‘t think that‘s a bad thing. But with all this pub—

licity has come some very real and verifiable problems rais—

ing money," Freeman said.

Gelpi, of the state prosecutor‘s office, said his office wants

to help the industry, not hurt it.

"The viatical industry serves a very good purpose.

That‘s obvious," he said. "The grand jury is trying to save

it from itself."
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World AIDS Day and Dad

R4 R&uT&H VALENTINE

AUEST wRITER

 

For several years on World AIDS

Day, the Memphis/Shelby County

Health Department has displayed sev—

eral hundred crosses on their property

at Jefferson and Pauline in remem—

brance of those who have died from

AIDS. Though this was always a pow—

erful sight, the location is not heavily

traveled, and therefore, this moving

symbolism has had minimal impact

upon the city. I am proud to share with

you the inspiring news of a truly mo—

mentous event for the observance of

World AIDS Day on December 1st. By

partnering with Rev. Ken Corr, there

will be 2,163 white markers with AIDS

ribbons on the property of First Bap—

tist Church, corner of Poplar and E.

Parkway, from November 26th—Dec.

9th in remembrance of the children,

women and men in Shelby County

who have died from AIDS. There are

not enough adjectives to adequately

describe how important the unani—

mous vote by the church‘s deacons to

participate in this observance is to the

AIDS community and the city. This is,

after all, a large Southern Baptist

church taking an historic leadership

role, bravely stepping outside it‘s com—

fort zone, helping to deliver this silent

yet powerful message: "No one today

should contract this dreaded virus if

they act responsibly." And Rev. Corr

is a Southern Baptist minister who de—

livered a moving sermon of compas—

sion and understanding for those liv—

ing with AIDS before a full and curi—

ous house at Calvary Episcopal

Church‘s 12th annual Ecumenical

AIDS Healing Service in October. Fa—

ther Doug Bailey of Calvary, greatly

admired, respected and appreciated

for his early and enduring love for the

AIDS community, reached out to Rev.

Corr three years ago to become an
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anointer at the Healing Services. Father

Doug, thank you for bringing Rev.

Corr to us.

To complete the story, I would like

to share this with you. In September

of 1993, I was diagnosed with HIV and

I kept the secret from my father and

family to protect them from shame, or

so I thought. When I became very ill

the following February, I had to dis—

close the big news to my family. In—

stead of rejection, they surrounded me

with unconditional love. It was my fa—

ther who forced me to go to the hospi—

tal, and it was then I was diagnosed

with full—blown AIDS. After my fam—

ily found out, I didn‘t care who else

knew I had AIDS because I had what

was really important ... their love. In

1995, I began volunteering at Friends

For Life. Gradually I became more ac—

tive at the agency and hesitantly, more
public with the issue. He has never
been ashamed of me. He has always
been proud ofmywork and supported
my public efforts.

As I write, my father is nearing the
end of his two—year battle with lung
cancer. By the time you read this, he
may well have left us. Several nights
ago, I spent the night with him in the
hospital and during my private time
with him, I told him the joyous news I
received from First Baptist Church. I
know he heard me because he smiled
and nodded and squeezed myhand as
I thanked him for loving me so much.
I never would have chosen this path
in this adventure called Life, but it has
been a remarkable and bearable jour—
ney because of his love for me. I have
met so many wonderful people, such
as Father Doug and Rev. Corr, along
the way whom I might never have
known otherwise. And it all began for
me because of the unconditional love
of a father for his son. The markers at
First Baptist are certainly a remem—
brance of those who passed from
AIDS, and I am well aware that one
day, one of the markers may represent

my life. But in my heart, this endeavor
for World AIDS Day has become my
personal tribute to my Dad. You and

_ my family know me by my nickname,
Butch, and I love that name, but I am
proud of my given name, that of Roy
Anderson Valentine Junior. f

Editor‘s Note: Roy Anderson Valentine
Sr. died Friday, Oct. 20, 2000.

 
 

IF THERE IS SOMETHING YOU

WOULD LIKE TO

WRITE ABOUT, CONTACT

US AT (901) 682—2669
  



   

 

November 2000 | —

—>

_

MISSMEMPHIS USOFA & —_I MISS EBONY
J , MEMPHIS, USOFA\_ @ Thursday — Nov. oth, 2000
| LL am

4
I
U

nesia for Miss Memphis USofA
2866 Poplar Ave., (901) 454—1366

I l | Sunday, Nov. 19th, 2000

d The Kutt for Miss Ebony Memphis
92 N. Avalon, (901) 276—9122

Special Guests
___ APPLICATIONS: Either Club, or Centerstates@yahoo.com, or 324—5382.

wt CATEGORIES: Interview, Talent and Evening Gown. Entry Fee: $40. A
Direct Preliminaries to the Miss Tennessee 2001 USofA Pageant.

Also
Mr. Ebony Memphis (Nov. 26th, The Kutt)
& Mr. Memphis (Dec. 14th, Amnesia)

A Direct Preliminary to Mr. Tennessee 2001 USA

O A MUSt gag!

s
i
y
}
s
s

 

  



   

   

    

November 2000

 

     " I— at

lona, Amanda and Ms. Rickey

+



 

  

 

November 2000

Travel

Make most of other

cultures abroad

As international travel increases and boundaries relax

worldwide, more Americans are coming in closer contact

with people of other cultures. Enjoying these experiences

and life lessons can be greatly enhanced by following a few

simple "guidelines of goodwill," said Michael Johansson,

acting director of International Programs at The Univer—

sity of Mississippi.

"The times I‘ve spent getting to know people from other

cultures have been some of my most enjoyable and enrich—

ing experiences," Johansson said. "My life would be much

poorer without the friendships I have gained from living

_ and traveling in other lands. Now, I feel blessed to work in

a place where I can assist students and scholars from all

over the world."

Johansson offers these tips to improve understanding

and promote goodwill among all people:

* Mix and mingle with people from other cultures. Some—

times, it takes actually meeting people of other cultures to

see what similarities and differences exist. Americans of—

ten are surprised to find that they have much in common

with other people, while striking dissimilarities may ap—

pear as well. "People are often fearful of what they don‘t

know. This holds true of people who lack experience with

different cultures. It might feel like a leap of faith just to

say "hello‘ —especially if you don‘t speak the same language

— but you‘ll be richly rewarded for taking that first small

step," Johansson said.

* Remember that language is crucial to understanding,

but don‘t let it prevent you from attempting to communi—

cate. It‘s true that a person can‘t know a culture completely

without speaking the native language, but communicating

simple things, such as friendliness, appreciation or will—

ingness to help or learn — can be said without words. Ges—

tures, facial expressions and even drawings have served as

important communications tools for centuries.

"On a Siberian train, in a Lapplander village, or in a Lao

hut, I have enjoyed delightful dinner conversations by shar—

ing in a simple form of mime. Gesturing can be a creative,

playful way to express yourself, while demonstrating to

others your willingness to communicate. I have never lim—

ited my travels just because of a so—called language bar—

rier," Johansson said. "And let‘s not forget how far a smile

can go in helping others feel welcome and comfortable.

Smiles are part of a universal vocabulary; it‘s rare when

See Travel, page 69
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Memphis, TN 38177—1948; fax it to (901) 685—

2234, or via email at FamilyMag@aol.com
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Brett Daniels
 

from page 62

brought to the hangman‘s noose as the audience becomes

the executioner. Daniels‘ challenge is to escape this Rus—

sian Roulette of gallows.

Daniels has toured around the world, as well as Las Ve—

gas and Atlantic City, and has appeared as a featured per—

former on specials for several of the major television net—

works. In 1998, he was the grand finale of NBC‘s "The

World‘s Greatest Magic V." He also was featured on ABC‘s

"Champions of Magic" in November 1997. Daniels was a

special guest on "The Gatlin Brothers: Alive & Well" TV

special on TNN. He also has appeared on numerous other

television programs, including "The Tonight Show," "En—

tertainment Tonight," "Extra" and "Lifestyles."

Daniels gained worldwide recognition in 1998, when he

won first place in the international stage competition of the

International Brotherhood of Magicians. In 1989 and 1990,

he was the recipient of the Neil Foster Manipulation Award

of Excellence in sleight—of—hand and in 1992, he received

the Jack Gwynne Award for excellence in grand illusion.

Show times for the special Halloween performances of

"Journey into the Unknown" are 8 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 28,

and 5 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 29.

Tickets are $24.95 and are available at the Millennium

Theatre Box Office or by calling (888) 24K—PLAY or Ticket—

Master at (901) 525—1515.

"@"THEATRE MEMPHIS
FOR TICKETS AND INFORMATION, CALL 682—8323
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Travel
 

from page 67

they are not returned in kind. And if smiles are infectious,

laughter is epidemic the world over."

* Be aware of possible clashes in greetings, manners

and intonations. "One Christmas Day, a friend and I were

nearly dragged through the streets of a Moroccan moun—

tain village, thinking we were about to be kidnapped. In—

stead, our burly Muslim host with a powerful grip was

quite physically inviting us to his home to serve us a full—

course Christmas dinner, while he proudly showed Huck—

leberry Hound cartoons on his new television set,"

Johansson recalled. "A short bow, a nod and that ever—

popular smile should keep you out of most problematic

situations — as long as the person receiving your grins is

smiling back. Keep your gesturing simple and straight,

forward," he said.

* Recognize and be willing to laugh at some especially

"American" habits. Carrying a dog around in the car for

company, going outside to smoke and camping in the wil—

derness are customs not shared by all cultures. Viewing

these common activities from another perspective can be

both revealing and entertaining.

"I once heard the Dali Lama speak about staying in a

wealthy woman‘s home during one of his speaking tours,"

Johannson said. "He said he didn‘t understand her rela—

Playhouse on the Square

A Tuna

Christmas
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tionship with her cat. ‘It was just a cat,‘ the Dali Lama said.
‘But I think she treated the cat much better than the people
around her.‘ I think there are many things about other cul—
tures that are difficult for Americans to accept or embrace.
Perhaps we need only to observe some situations and rec—
ognize them as part of what makes this world such an
amazing place."

* Acknowledge differing holidays and ways of celebrat—
ing. "Another great aspect of living and working with dif—
ferent cultures is all the different holidays you get to cel—
ebrate," Johansson said. "Recently, we celebrated New
Year‘s Day all over again with our Chinese students on the
Oxford campus. There was dancing, singing and delicious
foods — and all without the worries of Y2K."

* Open your home to a person from another culture.
Consider setting aside a few hours — especially during
Thanksgiving or Christmas — to host a person from another
country. Many colleges have international programs
through which contacts can be made.

 

Reach More Than
12,500 Readers

Advertise in Family & Friends

Call (901) 682—2669
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With New Year‘s ahead, heed these diet tips

After a heavy meal, have you ever felt like you‘re carry—

ing the weight of the world around your midriff? Who hasn‘t.

It‘s moments like this that we tell ourselves we need to diet.

But which diet? There are all kinds out there — Weight

Watchers, Dr. Atkin‘s diet, Jenny Craig‘s diet and many

others. While each takes a slightly different approach to

weight loss, they all agree that cutting calories and exercis—

ing regularly are essential steps to success.

It sounds simple. Cutcaloriesandexercise. YetsomanyAmeri—

cans seem unable to make the simple dieting changes that will

set them on the right track to a slimmer healthier person.

Much of it is just common sense. As Dietitian Donna M.

DeCunzo points out in a world wide web article, the solu—

tion is to "just do it."

DeCunzo offers these 10 easysteps to cut calories painlessly:

* Substitute lower calorie, lower fat foods for what you‘re

presently eating.

* Replace "empty calorie" foods and snacks with nutri—

ent—dense foods. For example, rather than white bread,

switch to whole grain bread that‘s packed with vitamins,

minerals and fiber. F

* Cut back on fried foods such as those you get at fast—

food restaurants. At home, cook your food in the oven in—

stead of in fat.

* Substitute leaner cuts of meat. Choose choice or select

grades of beef. ss

* Begin each meal with a large salad or a bow! of veg—

etable—packed soup.

* Eat smaller portions.

* When you‘re eating out, don‘t feel obligated to eat

everything that‘s put before you. Ask to have leftovers put

in a doggie bag so you can have them later at home.

* List areas of your diet that need improvement. For ex—

ample, if you feel that you drink too much soda, reduce

your intake by one—third.

* Be sure to have breakfast. Studies show this tends to

prevent excessive eating during the day.

* Find out why you want to eat so much. Maybe it‘s

because you‘re angry or lonely. If that‘s the case, call a friend

and talk it out. Above all, eat only when you‘re hungry.

DeCunzo‘s site can be found at GeoHealth.com, part of

the GeoPortals.com family of user—friendly web sites.

LOVING ARMS

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19,2000

MEMPHIS BOTANIC GARDEN HARDIN HALL

ADMISSION $10 DOORS OPEN GPM

BEAUTIFUL ARTWORK—GIFT CERTIFICATES—CHRISTMAS BUYS

"BENEFITS WOMEN AND CHILDREN WITH HIV/AIDS
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338 South Front at Vance

(901) 523—0599

Talent Night » Beer Bust

Showtime 1 a.m.

¥
¥
¥
x

Friday: Memphis Legend Show & Friday *
Night Dance Party featuring

Tanisha Cassidine » Lady Pebbles »
Alicia Kelly

Showtime 1 a.m.

Sat u«rday: Super Saturday Night Dance
Party & Show

— Featuring the N—Cognito divas & entertainers
Showtime 1 a.m.

Sunday: Laid—Back Sunday _
featuring Back—tracking e Beer Bust « NO COVER

X¢X* X* X* X*¢¢¢
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BARS & CLUBS

  

Amnesia

2866 Poplar Avenue

(901) 454—1366

Backstreet Memphis

2018 Court Street

(901) 276—5522

A Crossroads

1278 Jefferson

(901) 276—8078

Crossroads 2

111 North Claybrook

(901) 276—8078

J—Wags
1268 Madison Avenue

(901) 725—1909

A The Jungle

1474 Madison Avenue

(901) 278—4313

Lorenz

1528 Madison Avenue

(901) 274—8272

Madison Flame

1588 Madison Avenue

(901) 278—9839

AMetro Memphis

1349 Autumn Street

(901) 274—8010

N—Cognito

338 S. Front @ Vance

(901) 523—0599

One More

2117 Peabody

(901) 278—MORE

Pipeline

1382 Poplar Avenue

(901) 726—5263

For Bar Listings

Outside Memphis

See Page 58

 

 

 

RESTAURANTS

  

Billy Bob‘s Steak House & Saloon

(Inside Sam‘s Town Hotel & Gambling Hall)

(800) 456—0711

(Reservations suggested)

Bogie‘s Delicatessen

2098 LaSalle Place (behind Paulette‘s)

(901) 272—0022

O
.

O
;

0
:

.
O

O

Cafe Ole

2127 Young Avenue

(901) 274—1504

Cafe Society

212 North Evergreen

(901) 722—2177

(Reservations suggested)

Chicago Steakhouse

(Inside Gold Strike Casino Resort)

(662) 357—1225

(Reservations suggested)

lilly‘s dimsum thensome

903 South Cooper

(901) 276—9300

Melange

948 South Cooper

(901) 276—0002

Molly‘s La Casita Mexican Restaurant

2006 Madison Avenue

(901) 726—1873

Neil‘s

1835 Madison Avenue

(901) 278—NEIL

Rosita‘s Deli & More

(Inside the Rivermark Apartments)

655 Riverside Drive

(901) 543—0627
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Got News?

Call (901) 682—2669

OR E—mail at FamilyMag@aol.com

 

 

 

 

Family & Friends Managing Editor Anita Moyt, right, poses

for the camera with Judy Shepard, mother of slain college

student Matthew Shepard, during Shepard‘s speaking

engagement this past month at Calvary Episcopal Church.

The event was brought to the Memphis GLBT community,

in part by the Memphis area Coalition for Gay & Lesbian

Religious Affairs.

 

Show contains male nudity, graphi

language and mature themes
 

 

 

    

 

  

w» MIGHATS
Memphis, TN

| 9x01—278—MORE You Like

    
     x‘l‘|‘t‘t'|‘l'l'l‘lvl

10 — Close

WE OPEN THE FLOOR !!!

So, Shake Your TailFeathers Momma! No Cover
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AMNESIA

2866 Poplar Avenue

(901) 454—1366

Main bar, 8 p.m.— 3 a.m. Thurs.—Sun.* Jazz bar 7 days a week

www.amnesiausa.com

 

BACKSTREET MEMPHIS

2018 Court Street

(901) 276—5522

8 p.m. — 3 a.m. Mon., Wed., Thurs. & Sun.

8 p.m. — 6 a.m. Friday and Saturday

www.backstreetmemphis.com

 

CROSSROADS & CROSSROADS 2

1278 Jefferson & 111 North Claybrook

(901) 276—8078

Noon — 3 a.m. 7 Days A Week

 

J—WAG‘S

1268 Madison Avenue

(901) 725—1909

Open 24 Hours A Day, 7 Days A Week

 

THEJUNGLE

1474 Madison Avenue

(901) 278—4313

3 p.m. — 3 a.m. 7 Days A Week

 

LORENZ

1528 Madison Avenue

(901) 274—8272

11 a.m. — 3 a.m. Monday — Saturday

9:30 a.m. — 3 a.m. Sunday

    

IF YOUR ORGANIZATION

ISN‘T LISTED HERE,

Carr (901) 682—2669

   

   

  

     

  

    

   

    

     

   

   

   

MADISON FLAME

1588 Madison

(901) 278—9839

7 p.m. — 3 a.m. Wednesday, Friday & Saturday

 

METRO MEMPHIS

1349 Autumn Street

(901) 274—8010

3 p.m. — 3 a.m. Monday to Friday .

11 a.m. — 3 a.m. Saturday & Sunday
   

  

   

   

  

    

 

N—COGNITO

338 South Front @ Vance

(901) 523—0599

10 p.m. — 3:30 a.m. Thursday & Friday

10 p.m. —5 a.m. Saturday & 4 p.m. — midnight Sunday

 

ONE MORE

2117 Peabody

__ (901) 278—MORE (6673)

7 a.m. — 3 a.m. 7 Days A Week

 

PIPELINE

1382 P «OSED

TEMPQfifilfifggég‘L
2 p.m. — 3 a.m. 7 Days A Week
   

 

 
  

  
   

 

  
   

 

JACK & JILL‘S
3911 Northview Drive
(601) 982—JACK (5225)

9 p.m. — ?? Friday & Saturday
 

JACK‘S CONSTRUCTION SITE
425 North Mart Plaza

(601) 362—3108
5 p.m. — ?? 7 Days A Week

  CKSO

THE OTHER SIDE
3883 Highway 45 North

(901) 668—3749
5 p.m. — midnight Sunday — Thursday

5 p.m. — 3 a.m. Friday & 7 p.m. — 3 a.m. Saturday
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©OcIAL CLUB®

  

 

 

TSARUS MEMPHIS

Levi—Leather Club meets the 3rd Saturday

of every month at 10 p.m.

Men Only
   

   

 

      

   

      

    

    

 

MEMPHIS AREA GAY YOUTH (M.A.G.Y.)

P.O. Box 241852, Memphis, TN 38124

(901) 335—6249

Peer support group for 13— to 21—year olds dealing with

gay/lesbian/bisexual and gender issues

www.gaymemphis.com/magy

 

COTTON PICKIN®‘ SQUARES — MEMPHIS

(901) 272—2116

Meets Thursday nights at 7:30 p.m. at Prescott

Memorial Baptist Church, 499 Patterson

(Near The University of Memphis)

Square dancing social group

 

MEMPHIS BEARS

P.O. Box 11094 Memphis, TN 38111—1094

(901) 725—9178

Meets the 2nd Saturday of every month at The Jungle,

1474 Madison Ave.,— at 10 p.m. « Men Only

www.

 

P.FL.A.G.

(Parents Family & Friends of Lesbians & Gays)

(901) 761—1444

Support meetings for parents, family & friends

www.starbase21.com/pflagmemphis/

email: amdrake@mem.po.com
   

 

  

  

  

  

   

 
B.G.A.L.A.

(The University of Memphis Students for

Bisexual, Gay & Lesbian Association) (901) 678—5719

BGALA is a social, political and educational

organization open to anyone regardless of race, age,

religion, national origin, disability, gender, sexual

orientation or gender identity.

www.people.memphis.edu/~bgala
 

BLACK & WHITE MEN TOGETHER MEMPHIS INC.

P.O. Box 42157 Memphis, TN 381

(901) 276—0168

A gay multi—cultural, educational, social and political

organization — Memphis chapter
   

  

  

 

    

 

TENNESSEE LEATHER TRIBE

Men & Women Welcome

Meets 2nd Sunday of every month at 10 p.m. at

The Jungle, 1474 Madison Avenue

http://users.wspice.com/~teci/tlt/tIt.html

email: tecj@wspice.com

 

SUNSHINE TRAVELERS

(901) 488—4752

Meets every other Tuesday at 7 p.m. at The Jungle,

1474 Madison Avenue

 

 

MEMPHIS TRANSGENDERED ALLIANCE

P.O. Box 11052, Memphis, TN 38111—0052

Meets the third Saturday of every month at 7 p.m.

For more information and locations of meetings, write

or email at memphisgroup@usa.com
   

 

MEMPHIS GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTER

This group holds a town hall meeting the first Sunday

of each month at First Congregational Church‘s Pilgrim

Hall from 6 to 8 p.m., Watkins @ Eastmoreland
   
 

SPORTS ORGANIZATION®

  

 

 

BLUFF CITY SPORTS ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 41803, Memphis, TN 38174—1803

(901) 682—9928

Organizes gay sports leagues, including softball

and volleyball
   

   

 

    

 

BROTHERS & SISTERS BOWLING LEAGUE

Cordova Bowling Center, 7945 Club Center Cove

(901) 737—7824 OR (901) 465—4371

This co—ed bowling league meets every Sunday at

6 p.m. at the Cordova Bowling Center.
 



"W
al

   

 

November 2000

 

 

  
 

SPORTS ORG. CON‘D

MIDTOWN BOWLERS

Cherokee Bowling Center, 2930 Lamar, Memphis

(901) 323—3111

This bowling league meets weekly on Friday at 7 p.m.

  
 

  

  

   

 

  

 

 

  

  

    

   

    

  

  

 

   

MEMPHIS HIV FAMILY CARE NETWORK

880 Madison Ave., Memphis, TN

(901) 545—8265

Free comprehensive, supportive services and voc/

rehab services to the HIV—positive.

 

LAMBDA CENTER OF MEMPHIS

1488 Madison Avenue

(901) 323—8079

Offering 12—step support groups to the

g/\/b/t community.

 

FEAST FOR FRIENDS DINNER

(901) 272—0855

Dinner is served the first and third Monday of every

month at St. John‘s United Methodist Church, Bellevue

at Peabody beginning at 6 p.m.

 

ORORO—CROSSROADS

(901) 324—1910

Support group for African—American

same—gender—loving men

CRPegues@aol.com

 

 

WELLNESS CENTER AT HTCC

3430 Summer Ave., Memphis, TN 38122,

(901) 754—9423 OR (901) 320—9376

Offers a Support Program for Gay Parents & a Support

Program for Married Men Dealing with Sexual Identity

 

 

YWCAENCORE

MedPlex, 880 Madison Ave.

(901) 754—4356

Support group for lesbians with breast cancer meets

every Wednesday from 10 a.m. to noon.
   

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

INTEGRITY MEMPHIS

102 N. Second Street, Memphis, TN 38103

(901) 525—6602

People of all faiths and ideologies are welcome

Meets the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 6:30 p.m. at

Calvary Episcopal Church. Dinner at 7 p.m.

 

LAMBDA CIRCLE

3 (901) 278—6786

Open to all I/g/b/t persons of faith to join in an affirming

time of prayer, Bible study and discussion.

Meets the second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 to

8:30 p.m. at the Parish House of First Congregational

Church, 246 S. Watkins at Eastmoreland.

 

 

 

MCCOF THE RAINBOW

5565 Robinson Rd. Extd., Ste. 2, Jackson, MS 38204

(601) 372—6644

Sunday Service, 11 a.m.

POLITICAL GROUPE

MPHS. LESBIAN & GAY COALITION FOR JUSTICE

P.O. Box 241363, Memphis, TN 38124

A civil rights group that promotes equality and combats

prejuidice among g/l/b/t persons. Meets Oct. 23 and

Nov. 27 at 7 p.m. at the Highland branch library.

email: Igcj @gaymemphis.com

website: www.gaymemphis.com/Igcj
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Scorpio (Oct. 24—Nov. 22) — If you are pursuing creative
ideas this month, Venus, planet of the arts, may increase
your money—making opportunities. Furthering personal
ambitions are possible now.

Sagittarius (Nov. 23—Dec. 21) — This month, you find
your need for freedom heightened. Now is the time for you
to easily find new friends and influence others. Remem—
ber, to help yourself, first help others.

Capricorn (Dec. 22—Jan. 20) — Focus is on changes for
the better in relationships that need "fixing," this month.
To make wishes come true, be in the right place at the right
time. Time heals all wounds.

Aquarius (Jan. 21—Feb. 19) —Now is the time to join
groups that share your interests. Opportunities for career
or community involvement may develop this month.
Wishes can come true now.

Pisces (Feb. 20—March 20) — The position of the stars
this month can help you further chances for more recogni—
tion. If a new opportunity for you arises, take it. New friends
and interests are possible.

Aries (March 21— April 20) — If you‘re a romantic eli—
gible, you may find yourself suddenly attracted to a per—
son from a far—away place. Emphasis on joint finances is
very possible this month. §

"

.S
Taurus (April 21—May 21) —For better or worse, a love

relationship begun now mayhave a greater impact on your

 

life than any other relationships in the past. Don‘t hide your
light, let it shine.

Gemini (May 22—June 21) — Now is the time to work
— on joint interests, including partnerships. If you‘re single,
you may find love in a business affiliation. Love is in the
air this month, so whatever you do, pay attention and take
advantage of it.

Cancer (June 22—July 23) — If changes occur this month,
they are for the better. In the areas of romance, creative abili—
ties and social good times, you will find support now. Op—
portunities for romance are possible.

Leo (July 24—Aug. 23) — You will enjoy this month with
the possibility of a new love affair if you‘re single or new
life in an existing relationship. Focus is on domestic mat—
ters and home businesses.

Virgo (Aug. 24—Sept. 23) —Just doing what comes
naturally could mean more money. Focus on home re—
sponsibilities this month. When one door closes, another
door opens.

Libra (Sept. 24—Oct. 23) — If you conceive something, it
just might lead to some new opportunities. Art and cre—
ative writing are a winning combination for you now. Fo—
cus is on increasing your income.

 
Editor‘s Note: Horoscopes are meant for entertainment

purposes only and arefor the month ofNovember:.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

ACROSS DOWN
1. the GLBT 1. group that brought Judy
6. same—gender loving Shepard to Memphis
7. bad, opp. 2. "Me, & Irene"
9. gay woman 3. what the GLBT community
11. road behind a building seeks
13. wager 4. to light a fire
15. Madison Flame owner, int. 5. the "Y" in MAGY
16. tie, opp. 8. Thursday was Night
17. rainbow at George‘s on Marshall
18. ran, present tense 10. what we should be Nov. 7
19. MGLCC event 12. rights
20. to exist 14. A good—looking man or

woman

ANSWERS ON PAGE 19
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Joseph S. Ozment

Attorney at Law

138 North Third Street

Memphis, Tennessee 38103

 

138 N. Third
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(901) 525—HELP (4357)

e—mail — thoz@apol.com

 

Criminal Defense

§ State and Federal Court

R — Drug Possession—DUI—Driving On Revoked License

Domestic Violence, All Felonies and Misdemeanors

 

, Other Areas of Practice Include:

L7 Divorce, Child Custody and Visitation, Bankruptcy, Personal

Injury, Auto Accidents and Social Security Disability

Payment Plans Available in Most Cases
Visa, MasterCard, Discover and American Express Accepted

  

Not Certified As A Civil Trial, Criminal Trial or Consumer Bankruptcy Specialist By
the Tennessee Commission On Continuing Legal Education and Specialization
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