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Arkansas court voids ban on same—sex relations

The Arkansas Supreme Court ruled on July 9, in Jegley v.

Picado, a lawsuit brought by seven lesbian and gay Arkansas

residents challenging the state‘s same—sex—only sodomy law, that

the law violates the state constitutional rights to privacy and

equal protection. Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund

(Lambda Legal) was successful in urging the Court, on behalf

of the plaintiffs, to void the state‘s ban on intimate relations

between consenting adults of the same sex.

Ruling 5—2, the Arkansas Supreme Court issued a lengthy

decision that emphasizes all Arkansans‘ expectations of privacy

in their homes. It also underscores that lesbians and gay men

share the same constitutional protections as others.

Lambda Legal filed the Picado case in January 1998, and the

state fought unsuccessfully to have it dismissed. Both sides filed

motions for summary judgment and in March 2001, Judge David

B. Bogard of the Pulaski County Circuit Court overturned the

anti—gay sodomy law, ruling that the statute violated the right

to privacy and equal protection under the Arkansas constitu—

tion. Judge Bogard‘s ruling marks the first time an Arkansas

court recognized that there is a right to privacy under the state

constitution. The office of the Attorney General of Arkansas

appealed Bogard‘s decision to the Arkansas Supreme Court.

"The Arkansas Supreme Court has proclaimed that the gov—

ernment doesn‘t belong in the bedrooms of consenting adults,"

said Susan Sommer, supervising attorney for Lambda Legal,

who successfully argued the case. "The Court has held that

Arkansas‘s lesbian and gay residents are entitled to the same

rights as their heterosexual neighbors. This is a great victory

for Arkansas."

In finding this law unconstitutional, the Arkansas Supreme

Court, in its decision, stated, "The General Assembly cannot

act, under the cloak of police power or public morality, arbi—

trarily to invade personal liberties of the individual citizen. ...

(The sodomy law) does invade such liberties, arbitrarily con—

demning conduct between same—sex actors while permitting the

See Arkansas, page 13

Correction

In two stories printed in the July 2002 issue of Family &

Friends, "Burns in conflict withMGLCC board" and "Burns

comments on charges," we incorrectly identified Herb

Zeman‘s and Miki Zulewski‘s positions as members—at—

large on the Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community Center

board of directors. Zeman is the acting vice president of

the MGLCC board, while Zulewski is presently serving as

the MGLCC board‘s acting secretary.

Family & Friends regrets the errors and apologizes for

any inconvenience they may have caused.

 

   

Pam and Sharron say, "Stop by and see us!"

Buns on the Run

Café & Bakery

2150 Elzey Avenue, just east ofCooper

Open Monday — Friday 7am—3pm,

Saturday 7am—ipm.

Cooper—Young‘s meeting place

 



Page 6
FAMILY an<friends

August 2002

 

__ THE WOCKNER WIRE

 

By RexWockner

Drugs into bodies

I don‘t think it‘s bias that leads me to say Bill Clinton stole

the show here (Barcelona Spain) at the 14th International AIDS

Conference.

While everyone else was rightly complaining about fund—

ing, profiteering, drug availability and drug resistance, Clinton

came along and basically said, Look, we can fix this, and "it‘s

not very complicated."

In a nutshell, Clinton said that every country on theplanet must:

1. Make a comprehensive AIDS plan.

2. Figure out how much it can afford to spend.

3. Negotiate lower prices directly with the drug companies.

4. Circumvent the drug companies if they are not helpful

and instead buy patent—busting generic AIDS drugs that are

available for export from India and Brazil.

5. Go to rich countries — via the new Global Fund to Fight

—Quotesfrom14thInternational

AIDS Conference in Barcelona

__ "We are only at the beginning ofthe AIDS epidemic. ...

Collectively, we have grossly, grossly underestimated how

bad this was going to be. ... It is by far the biggest epi—

demic that humanity has known in absolute terms."

—UNAIDS Director PeterPiot in remarks at the 14th

International AIDS Conference July 7—12 in Barcelona.

 

  

  

   

    

  

     

  

      

   

  

      

   

    

   

"There is the whole notion that AIDS is over in the J
_ United States, that it‘s not a problem any more. Preven—

tion messages are not working. We do have gay men
 barebacking. We have risk groups sharing needles again.

We‘ve got heterosexuals that haveno idea what‘s going |

on. Wehave a whole generation of people under the age of
30that don‘t remember the AIDS epidemic, that think it‘s
nothing more than, ‘Hell, you take a couple ofpflls and |

. yau’ll befine.""
_—ScottBrawley, director ofpublic pohcy for the U.S..

national lobbygroupAIDS Action, in an interviewwith
thiscolumnat the 14thInternational AIDS Canference
inBarcelona,July J..

 

  
”Bamng somenuclear war,morepeopie are gomg to

die fromAIDS in the nextthree years than fromanything

else. ... Whereveryou‘re from, what‘s yourgmrernment’s
rshare,and arethey paying it?.The second fitmg1s,is

a plan?... Youcancriticizethedrugccompanies—some
temuchbetterthanothers. ..Most countries stillhaven{

SeeAIDSQuotes,page1G

  

   

 

 

AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria — and ask for the difference
between what the nation can afford and what it needs for both
treatment and prevention.

6. Then take the money and implement the plan.
"The money will come,"

Clinton said. "The world has
awakened to this. ... Every
country needs to have an
agreement with the drug com—
panies, and then there needs to
be a strategy to implement it.
That‘s what my advice is. ...
What‘s (your) country sup—
posed to pay, and badger them
to pay it. And then badger
them to have a plan. And then
badger them to implement it.
It‘s not very complicated."

Right now, less than two
percent of the world‘s 40 mil—
lion HIV—positives have access
to anti—HIV drugs.

Is it too much to ask that Bill
and Hill be allowed to return
to Pennsylvania Avenue?

Clinton is smart, he does his homework, he knowshow,. com—
municate his ideas, and he was, after all, the last preSIdent we
actually elected.

Another conference highlight wasthe resurgence ofACT UP—

Bill Clinton

3 style activism. The intriguing thing this year, however, was that

nobody was disagreeing with the protesters or even opposing
their tactics much. In the early days of the International AIDS

Conferences, direct—action protesters always had to crash
through security and invade the conference to be heard. Now
the direct—action activists themselvesare registered delegates

from this orthat AIDS group or‘orgamzahon
U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary TommyThomp—

son, poor thing, tried to address the conference. We have no

idea what he said because about 100 protesters shouted, chanted
and blew whistles throughout his remarks. They also held up

posters so we couldn‘t see him. The audience joined the pro—

testers in maintaining the prolonged din
"The trutltis, we know what he was going to say, and we‘re

tired of his lies," said protester Asia Russell, who was creden—
tialed to the conference with the organization Health GAP and

had a deliciously lesbian haircut.
The administration of George W. Bush, the protesters said

is shortchanging the Global Fund and the U.S. AIDS Drug As—
sistance Program, and blocking needle exchange and realistic

sex education

See Wockner Wire, page 10

sig
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HIN/AIDS EDUCATION

By Ernest A. Donerson II, euest writer

HIV Enucation Speciaust, Frienos For Lise Corr

Question: Why should I be tested for HIV?

 

   

 

Answer: As we enter the third decade of the HIV/AIDS epi—

demic, the number of people contracting the virus is showing

no significant decline. Projections are being made that there will

be 45 million people living with HIV/AIDS by 2010.

Today, as we continue to emphasize HIV education and pre—

vention, we must stress HIV counseling and testing as the pri—

mary means to stopping the spread of the virus. In my work as

an HIV educator I am invariably asked by people in the com—

munity, "Why should I be tested for HIV?" To this point my

answer has been, "Early diagnosis means early treatment, which

is a very good reason to be tested."

We have seen HIV treatment evolve over the years and there

are many long—term survivors living with HIV/AIDS as a "treat—

able and manageable disease." But, by the same token, we also

have seen people believe that contracting HIV is not a serious

issue because, "if you get it, all you have to do is take the medi—

cines and you‘ll be alright." So, abstinence and safer sex tech—

niques are tossed aside and the risk behavior continues, as well

as the number of people contracting HIV.

The virus is transmitted through unprotected sex with an

HIV—infected sex partner or blood—to—blood contact created by

using unclean needles for intravenous drug use,

tattooing and body—piercing.

A person can be HIV—positive for a number of years and not

show any signs or symptoms before the onset of an opportu—

nistic infection. In cases where an individual knows they are

HIV—positive, an opportunistic infection can be treated. If you

do not know if you have an immune system—compromising

condition (HIV) then chances are you will become very ill, and

maybe die an untimely death.

The advantage of early diagnosis is early treatment and that

allows for long—term survival. There have been too many people

who have succumbed to AIDS long before they knew they had

contracted HIV. Had they taken the opportunity to know their

status by taking the HIV antibody test, they would still be alive.

Knowing your HIV status means that you are taking responsi—

bility for your health. If you are HIV free today, you can main—

tain your status by reducing or eliminating your risk for con—

tracting HIV. But only if YOU TAKE THE TEST!

Just thinking about taking the HIV antibody test, for a lot of

people, dredges up many fears; the fear of knowing they‘ve

become infected is most prominent. The stigma and other nega— __

tives attached to HIV infection are still quite overwhelming.

Combined with a lack of education about HIV and compassion

for those living with HIV/AIDS, many people will continue to

avoid taking the test. But balanced against the future, a person

would be negligent in not knowing their HIV status.

See HIV/AIDS Education, page 15

   

   

 

HIV/AIDS TESTING SITES

& INFORMATION

Memphis & Shelby County

Health Department

814 Jefferson Avenue, Room 221

Blood tests conducted on a walk—in basis

7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Monday to Friday.

Available to individuals of all ages.

Testing conducted on teens, ages 13 and

up, without parental consent.

HIV Test Cost: FREE

Two weeks for results

For more information, call (901) 544—6808

Memphis Regional

Planned Parenthood

1407 Union Avenue, Third Floor

Tests performed on a walk—in basis

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday—Thursday

8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday

FREE OraSure testing for ages 13—24

Over age 24: $35 blood test « $40 OraSure

— Two weeks for results

For more information, call (901) 544—6808

New Directions Inc.

Free OraSure testing for targeted individuals

in the African—American community, African—

American women of child—bearing ages and

African—American men who have sex with

men. Testing is conducted at various _|

community events and locations. NDI works

in conjunction with Friends For Life

Corporation, which provides education.
 

All four agencies provide HIV counseling and testing at

various health fairs and community events throughout the

year. MRPP will be conducting free OraSure testing at the

Cooper—Young Festival in September.
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Make plans to visit Atlanta, a city that embraces inclusion —

in political leadership, business policies and

gay—friendly neighborhoods where couples walk hand—in—hand.

A city full of possibilites and endless choices,

Come get your kicks cheering on the world‘s top women soccer players

as they compete for the coveted Founders Cup II.

And thenjoin the parade and celebrate community and culture

in the birthplace of civil rights during Black Gay Pride.

Whatever your pleasure, Atlanta welcomes you!

Visit wnww.gay—atlanta.coam and book your trip now!

Founders Cup II August 23—25 « Black Gay Pride August 30—September 2
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Wockner Wire
 

from page 6\
Spanish Health Minister Celia Villalobos, poor flustered

thing, got the same treatment as Thompson when she tried to
speak at the opening plenary session. She was mortified.

Spain, the protesters said, is shortchanging the Global Fund,
and bureaucrats at its embassies and consulates denied visas to
up to 100 mostly Third World delegates who were registered
for the conference.

Throughout the week, activists occupied and/or thrashed the
display booths of profiteeringdrug makers. They also assaulted
the booth of the European Commission, accusing the European
Union of not giving enough money to the Global Fund.

The return of aggressive direct action to the AIDS confabs
seemed welcomed by most delegates because it generates head—
lines and large photographs in newspapers — which heightens
attention to the issues, on which there was absolutely no dis—

| AIDS Quotes

 

from page 6

cut their deals with the drug companies. You need to make
sure there is a plan. And then, once you know what the
price is, you figure out what the government can afford to

_ pay there, and what the rest of us have to kick in, and then
who‘s got to get the drugs out and teach people how to
use them. ... The money will come. The world has awak—
ened to this., if there is a plan. ... So ... what‘s (your) coun—
try supposed to pay, and badger them to pay it. And then
badger them to have a plan. And then badger them to
implement it. It‘s not very complicated."
— Bill Clinton speaking at the 14th International

AIDS Conference July 11 in Barcelona.

 

  

 

"People viewed the 3,100 people from 70 nations who
were murdered in the United States on September 11th in
a different light than they view all the people who die of
AIDS. People who die of epidemics throughout history
tend to be anonymous except for those who lived with

. them and loved them. ... The good thing about all the AIDS
activism in the world in the last 20 years slowly building
up is that there is an awareness that for the first time in
history, the whole world had to take responsibility for a
global health epidemic."
— Bill Clinton speaking at the 14th International

AIDS Conference July 11 in Barcelona.

"America now spends probably $800 million a year ...
on fighting the AIDS epidemic worldwide. Our fair share
would be $2.5 billion, maybe a little more. So the differ
ence of where we are and where we need to be is less than
two months of the war in Afghanistan. We should be able
to come up with the money like this."
— Bill Clinton speaking at the 14th International

AIDS Conference July 11 in Barcelona.

 
 

 

  
  

 

agreement this year: DRUGS MUST BE PUT INTO BODIES,
WORLDWIDE, NOW.

And indeed, hours after the confab closed, the U.S. Senate
voted to double U.S. contributions to the Global Fund.

In other news, a new treatment option is almost here. T—20 is
a fusion or entry inhibitor that works differently from the 16
protease and reverse—transcriptase inhibitors now available. It
offers hope to people who are resistant to all other HIV drugs.
Armistead Maupin‘s ex, Terry Anderson, is a T—20 success story,
he told me last year.

But, check out the price: T—20 is expected to sell for $10,000
to $12,000 per year per person. As you can imagine, activists
gave extra attention to the Roche booth.

Also, keep your ears open for news on therapeutic vaccines.
These are not vaccines to prevent HIV infection but rather a
new kind of treatment that may allow people to go off their
drugs periodically, or take few drugs. The vaccines work in
monkeys and human trials begin this year in the U.S. and Italy.

There was an alarming report from the U.S. Centers for Dis—
ease Control. The CDC dudes went cruising in several cities
and interviewed 5,719 gay men under age 30 then drew their
blood. Of those, 573 of them were HIV—positive and 440 of them
didn‘t know it. Ninety—one percent of the blacks who were posi—
tive didn‘t know it, 70 percent of the Latinos and 60 percent of
the whites.

But wait, there‘s more. Most of the men who popped up
positive believed they were both negative and at low risk for
infection. That should give pause to the millions of gay Internet
cruisers whose profiles say, "HIV—neg, UB2."

Clinton and Nelson Mandela closed out the conference July —
12, with Mandela saying, "This is a war which requires total
mobilization of entire populations."

The Global Fund said it can treat everyone and create good
prevention programs for $10 billion a year. £

World governments reportedly spend 800 pillion«ayear on
military weapons alone.

If the Global Fund‘s numbers are accurate, then perhaps Mr.
«— Clinton is right, "It‘s not very comphcated3

Who‘d have thunk it?

 

If the beer‘s startmg to

impair your:game ...

 

Think what it‘ll do to
your driving.

   
DESIGNATE A DRIVER
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INZ & OUTZ notes 4th anniversary

Gay—owned business is 1—stop shop for GLBT merchandise

RY ANITA hnod4T MAVAEINE EeDitorg.

Inz & Outz Cards and Gifts will begin its 5th year of opera—

tions on Sept. 5. Since Ray Casteel and John Dowling opened

the doors to Inz & Outz four years ago, the store, located at 553

South Cooper near the intersection of Peabody and Cooper, has

become well—rooted into the Memphis gay, lesbian, bisexual and

transgender community.

Many in the community have found that perfect pride bumper

sticker, tickets to a GLBT organization event, a special card and

gift for their lover or a copy ofFamily & Friends, among other things,

within the walls of this wood and brick Midtown storefront.

Casteel and Dowling, moved from their hometown of Jack—

son, Tenn., to open the store.

"I don‘t really know why we chose Memphis," Casteel told

Family & Friends. "We looked at Meristem to buy it; we heard it

was for sale. We decided we would open up a shop as they

were going out of business. We wanted to target both males

and females.

"It took from June to September 1998, to get the store ready

to open and get inventory in," Casteel explained.

During the years, Inz & Outz has expanded, with more mer—

chandise and more floor space.

"It is about 60 percent more than when we started out,"

Casteel said.

"Our best sellers are the gay pride stuff, leather goods, gay

cards and jewelry."

Notices of plays, events, cars for sale, etc. are posted in the

windows of the

storefront facing

Cooper Street. As

you walk through

the door, with the

doorbell signaling

one‘s arrival, a half

dozen publica—

tions are offered

for free on the rack

to the left. Small

plants, which

adorn the place,

add a friendly feel

to the store. As you

make your way

past a rack of

unique 3—D cards

and another rack

overflowing with

stuffed animals

you find the store

counter, covered in

clever toys for chil—

   

If it‘s GLT cards or Pride stickers
you‘re looking for, INZ & OUTZ has
plenty of ‘em. Just ask Ray.

dren. On top of
the counter, is
something a little
out of the ordi—
nary for a card
and gift store —
two fish tanks full
of tropical fish.
They, too, are for
sale.

"I had a whole
bunch of them
(fish) at home. (I
brought some to
the store and) sell
them at a decent
price so others
can enjoy them,
too," Casteel said.
As the fish multi—
plied, a second
tank was added.
Casteel said the
fish are called
"convict fish" and
"kisser fish."

Cards of all
types and for all occasions are found on the wall to left. The
back wall and area to the rear of the building are covered with
GLBT stickers, bumper stickers and offer all kinds of pride gear,
from billfolds to dog and cat collars to magazines to jewelry.
Casteel said he will soon be offering adult male videos for rent.

As you check out, your eye can‘t miss the montage of busi—
ness cards adorning the counter offering services of all kinds,
most often by individuals within the community.

"Anything to help the community can be put up in the win—
dow or in the store," Casteel said.

"We had some scary times but no regrets," Casteel said, ex—
plaining his feelings aboutthe past four years. "We‘ve had some
slow times. I‘ve never regretted going into business.

"The recognitionwe have gotten from the community has been
a highlight," Casteel continued, explaining the plaques and tro—
phies displayed in the store. Inz and Outz has been recognized
by St. Patrick‘s Invitational Tournament, Memphis Pride Inc. and
various other organizations for its community support.

Although Casteel has been a regular vendor at the Memphis
Pride events, he was absent from the Pride Celebration 2002
held in June due to recent eye surgery.

"It started out in October 2001. I went in for cataract surgery
and there were complications: a torn retina, then a detached retina."
As a result, Casteel has undergone several eye procedures

See INZ & OUTZ, page 32

 Co—owner Ray Casteel stands before
Pride merchandise.

 



 

More than 300 people attended this year‘s FRIENDS FOR

LIFE annual auction, held June 23, which netted $64,000 for the

agency in its efforts to provide support services to those infected

and affected by HIV/AIDs. There were more than 450 donated

items available for bid with a fair market value of $131,000.

MICHAEL MEEHAN and THOMAS DYSARZ are two gay

men about to have an instant family, and a large one at that.

Meehan and Dysarz of Lexington, Ky., have been together for

four years. With the aid of a surrogate mother and in vitro fer—

tilization, using Meehan‘s sperm, the two will soon welcome

three sons and one daughter to their home as they take on the

role of fatherhood.

Rex Wockner reported this to us in his International News

recap. We couldn‘t pass it up: "DRAG QUEENS IN DUNEDIN,

NEW ZEALAND, celebrated pride week with a hand—bag— and

high—heels—hurling competition, the Ofago Daily Times reported

July 11." Wockner wrote. "But it quickly degenerated into a

public cat fight with the queens bludgeoning each other with

the purses and pumps. ‘We‘re keen to keep some of the stereo—

types,‘ said organizer Malcolm West. ‘They‘re a bit of fun.""

The gay community in ARKANSAS saw a great victory when

the Supreme Court of Arkansas overturned Arkansas‘ sodomy

law on July 5. LAMBDA LEGAL argued the case of Jegley v.

Picado for several years leading to this high—court victory. Con—

tinuing the fight for gay rights, on July 16, Lambda Legal asked

the U.S. Supreme Court to review Texas‘ "Homosexual Con—

duct" Law and declare it unconstitutional. "

More than 2,000 folks paid $25 a head to attend JANET

RENO‘S fundraising party July 19, at Miami Beach, Fla.‘s, vogue

club Level. Reno is running against the president‘s brother, Jeb,

for governor of Florida.

It is not a surprise that MEMPHIS was recently named NO.

7 ON THE TOP 10 LIST OF SWEATY CITIES by Old Spice,

makers of cologne and deodorant.
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Production has begun on the new SHOWTIME network

drama series, "EARTHLINGS," which follows the lives and

loves of a group of lesbian friends living in Los Angeles. The

series will feature Jennifer Beals, Mia Kirshner, Scott Bairstow,

Pam Griet, Laurel Hollomon, Karina Lombard, Kate Moennig,

Leisha Hailey and Erin Daniels.

And for those who subscribe to the BRAVO network via cable

or satellite, watch for a new reality—TV series called "GAYWED—

DINGS," which chronicles the odyssey of two gay couples and

two lesbian couples in California as they make plans for their

big day. "Gay Weddings" is an eight—part, four—night series,

running two episodes per night, starting at 10 p.m. on Monday,

Sept. 2, and runs through Thursday, Sept. 5.

CAROL PLUNK reports that the producers of the indepen—

dent film, Nothing But Flowers, who used three of Plunks songs

on the soundtrack for the film, will be shooting a music video

for "Into The Unknown," the final song in the film, in the next

few months.

Also, The Carol Plunk Band has been checking out some

possibilities for a recording contract. Congratulations to Carol

and the guys!

Family & Friends was shocked to learn a significant number

of young gay men in America are HIV—POSITIVE and not even

aware of it. The Centers for Disease Control found 573 men of a

sample of 5,719 men under the age of 30 were HIV—positive; 440

of them were not aware they were positive and many felt they

were at low—risk for HIV infection. (See Wockner Wire, page 6,

for more on this study and the 14TH INTERNATIONAL AIDS

CONFERENCE recently held in Barcelona Spain.)

Because of this, Family & Friends has established a new ques—

tion and answer column to address the issue of HIV/AIDS and

provide our readers with information about this disease. We

will keep the column as "reader—friendly" as possible. ERNEST

DONELSON with Friends For Life Incorporated answers the

first question: "Why should I be tested for AIDS?" (See page 7)

Look for answers from other HIV/AIDS agency representatives

monthly.

Sorry to see them go. Our buddies ROB and STEVEN, own—

ers of Arabica Gourmet Coffeeshop & Bistro, have not only

closed up shop, but have moved out of state in the pursuit of

higher—educational opportuni—

ties. Guys,you will be missed!

Our deepest sympathies go

out to KAY on the loss of her fa—

ther and to KEITH on the loss of

his mother. Our prayers are with

you both. flog

And, we‘re happy to report

that after a brief hospital stay

MYSTIC KREWE OF MU

Founder LINDA is home and

back to being her usual self, chas—

ing POPPY and TIGER.

Sorry to hear the handsome

and always friendly BILLY was

involved in a bit of a domestic

accident while grilling in his

backyard. Would anyone like to

buy a used gas grill?

212 North Evergreen

901—722—2177
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GLBT parents, kids sought for book

Abigail Garner is seeking people from gay, lesbian bisexual

and transgender families, including teen children, grown chil—

dren, parents and extended families, who would be willing to

be interviewed to possibly have their stories included in

Garner‘s new book, Families Like Mine.

Garner is the grown daughter from a family that includes

her gay father, his partner of 24 years and her straight mother.

Garner has been writing and speaking about the experiences of

kids in GLBT families for seven years.

Families Like Mine is expected to be released in the fall of 2003

by HarperCollins. The book will cover many of the issues that

Arkansas
 

 

Garner explores in her lectures, workshops and columns.

"The book‘s style is anecdotal and not scientific," Garner said.

"It is not an anthology, but rather, a weaving together of stories

with practical information."

Some of the themes covered in the book include parents com—

ing out to children; school issues; co—parenting and custody is—

sues; positive and negative experiences in the media spotlight;

families infected and affected by HIV/AIDS; the sense of (or

lack of) adult children with GLBT parents feeling connected to

GLBT communities; families who feel overlooked or invisible

within the GLBT community, and acceptance or rejection by

extended family members.

For more information,

abigail@familieslikemine.com.

email Garner at

 from page 5

exact same conduct among opposite—

sex actors. (The State) has failed to

demonstrate how such a distinction

serves a legitimate public interest."

"The seven courageous plaintiffs in

this case have demonstrated the im—

portance of taking a stand against

harmful and discriminatory laws

aimed at lesbians and gay men," said

David Ivers, cooperating attorney with

Emily Sneedon of the Little Rock firm

of Mitchell, Blackstock, Barnes, Wag—

oner, Ivers & Sneedon.

Only three other states — Kansas,

Oklahoma and Texas — still have anti—

gay consensual sex laws. Courts in

many states, including Georgia, Ken—

tucky, Montana and Tennessee, have

struck down so—called sodomy laws.

Nine states still criminalize private oral

and anal sex for both gay and non—gay

consenting adults.

OnJuly 16, Lambda Legal asked the

United States Supreme Court to decide

the constitutionality of the Texas "Ho—

mosexual Conduct Law." The Texas

case involves two Houston men who

were arrested and convicted of violat—

ing the law by having sex in the pri—

vacy of one man‘s home. Texas courts

have upheld the law as constitutional.

"While Arkansans have been freed

of that state‘s unconstitutional sodomy

law, gay and lesbian Texans still carry

the yoke of the Texas ‘Homosexual

Conduct Law,"" said Ruth Harlow, le—

gal director for Lambda Legal. "We are

asking the U.S. Supreme Court to

strike that law down once and for all."
  

 

 

For all your vehicle needs.

 

A name you know, people you trust, for more than 70 years!

5299 Summer Avenue 920

Across from Garden Ridge 1—800—967—2525

Contact Sharon Dash to purchase your next vehicle.

Visit us at www.lewisford.com

r __________ "J
Bring in this coupon for

FREE

LIFETIME OIL & FILTER CHANGES
with the purchase of any new vehicle.
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  The "Monkey" Is BACK!

mn‘s AWAY

IT‘S TIME

TO PLAY

August 20—25

ARE OPEN aad Back Sipe @
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Kudzu needs theatrical directors

Kudzu Playhouse is presently hiring directors forupcomingshows.

Kudzu Playhouse performs in the 400—seat DeSoto Civic Center The—

atre, 20 minutes south of Midtown, at I—55 and Church Road.

Candidates need to submit a resume and any supplemen—

tary materials, along with an artistic proposal (no longer than

two pages), for "each" of the following projects for which they

are applying: Arsenic and Old Lace, Harvey, Oklahoma, Smoke on

the Mountain and Anything Goes (1987 Beaumont version). Also,

state any periods of time during which you would be unavail—

able to direct, between now and May 2004.

To be considered for Arsenic and Old Lace, the submission dead—

line is Monday, Aug. 5. For all other shows, the submission dead—

line is Monday, Sept. 2. Submissions should be mailed to CFNM,

Director Proposal, 295 Losher Street, Hernando, MS 38632.

HIV/AIDS Education
 

from page 7

Though our efforts in HIV education and prevention are still

being met with resistance in some places, we are ever—increas—

ing these efforts and are providing more opportunities for HIV

counseling and testing.

So today, as an answer to the question, "Why should I be

tested for HIV?" I still say early diagnosis means early treat—

ment and if you are HIV—free today, a chance to change your

risk behaviors should be taken so that you remain HIV—free.

(Editor‘s Note: The answers and opinions expressed in this col—

umn are the views and opinions of the respective author and not nec—

essarily those of the magazine.)

 

MERALD
AW13>"

NW
presents

The Night Larry
Kramer
Kissed

MeBuTheatreWorks2085 MonroebehindOverton Square
TICKETS$10 general$5 students w/lD

Starring Den—Nickolas Smith inthis one—man show depicting agay man‘s journey through life.
Directed by Hal Harmon

8 p.m. August 23—24 & 30—312 p.m. August 25 & September 1Proceeds from the Sept. 1 performancewill benefit the MGLCC
Reservations: (901) 722—9302Information: (901) 276—0168
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REELTWISTED
 

x.

The Badge Starz! Pictures Premiering Sept. 7

Cable television sta—

tion Starz! will join the

growing list of cable

networks stepping out

of the proverbial closet

by airing shows and

movies that feature gay,

lesbian, bisexual and

transgender lead and

supporting characters

when it airs the world

premiere of The Badge

on Saturday, Sept. 7, at

8 p.m. et/pt.

A Starz! Pictures,

The Badge stars Acad—

emy Award winner

Billy Bob Thornton

(Sling Blade, Primary

Colors, Pushing Tin,

Bandits, Monster‘s Ball) as Darl Hardwick, a sheriff in a small

Louisiana town that is rocked by the mysterious murder of a

woman in the nearby swamps.

 

      

ByLaine McNeil

Darl‘s reluctant investigation and unlikely encounter with

Scarlet (played by Patricia Arquette, Ed Wood, Stigmata, Little

Nicky), a beautiful New Orleans stripper, act as the catalysts that

ultimately transforms him for the better.

At first, Darl is ill prepared to deal with the sexual under—

world Scarlet exposes him to, a world he previously held in con—

tempt. But, together, they eventually overcome their prejudices

as they struggle against corrupt cops and politicians (including

Judge Pendergast, played by veteran actor William Devane),

uncover a chilling conspiracy and find the murderer. In the end,

Darl achieves reconciliation with his estranged brother (played

by Thomas Hayden Church, 3,000 Miles To Graceland, "Wings")

and faces his bigotry and self—imposed demons.

Having viewed a preview copy of the film, I found it to be

captivating from the moment The Badge began as a terrified

woman runs through a dense swamp and dashes across a stretch

of rural road in Louisiana directly into the path of an 18—wheeler.

The truck jackknifes, spilling its contents all over the side of the

road. The next morning when the woman is found dead in a ditch

near the wreck, Darl gets two surprises, one, she has a bullet in

her back and two, the beautiful woman is a man.

The Badge is a provocative crime drama that uses the template

 

See Reel Twisted, page 17
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Reel Twisted

              

  

          

from page 16

of a murder investigation to chronicle an intolerant local sheriff‘s

struggle to break free of the bind of Old South bigotry and evolve

as a human being and find redemption.

Shot in the alligator swamps of central Louisiana and the color—

ful, chaotic streets and alternative lifestyle clubs of New Orleans,

The Badge conveys the contradictions of the New South — that as

much as things have changed, they haven‘t changed at all.

"I play a Louisiana cop who is investigating the murder of a

transsexual," Thornton said of his character. "He is not exactly

open to the idea of transsexuals, but it is the story of his journey

through learning he‘s a human being ... and that everybody is."

This is a definite must—see film, especially for those who know

a bigoted redneck who needs a little education on the lives of

GLBT individuals.

Speedway Junky Wolfe Video (R) Available on DVD, VHS

As more and more well—known actors accept parts in films with

gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender characters, society as a whole

is becoming more aware of the presence of GLBT individuals.

Speedway Junky is no exception as it portrays the lives of male

hustlers and aimless kids on the gritty and glamorous streets of

Las Vegas, and stars Jesse Bradford (Clockstoppers, Romeo + Juliet,

Bring It On), Jonathan Taylor Thomas ("Home Improvement,"

Wild America), Daryl Hannah (Splash, Steel Magnolias) and Jor—

dan Brower (Texas Rangers, Teen Angel, "Six Feet Under").
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MGLCC files lawsuit against former board

vice president, A&P Publications Inc., staff
The Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community Center, listed as a

Tennessee non—profit corporation, and individuals Jason
Crockett, Herb Zeman, Michalene "Miki" Zulewski, Angela
Lamb, B.J. Massengale, Ranetta Jackson, Daniel Cole and Len
Piechowski (the plaintiffs) filed a lawsuit July 24 in the Circuit
Court of Tennessee for the 30th Judicial District at Memphis
against Darren Burns, A&P Publications Inc., listed as a Ten—
nessee corporation; Anita C. Moyt, and Patricia Pair/Laine
McNeil (the defendants).

The suit states the plaintiffs are suing the defendants and
demanding "judgement against the defendants, jointly and
severably (sic), for the sum of $350,000 in compensatory and
general damages, $350,000 in punitive damages, and such other
relief as the court may deem proper."

The suit alleges A&P Publications Inc. "negligently and ma—
liciously prepared, composed and published a series of written
articles entitled ‘Burns in conflict with MGLCC board, and
‘Burns comments on charges.‘ The suit further alleges "said ar—
ticles were written after defendant Darren Burns maliciously
contacted various media outlets relaying defamatory allegations
about plaintiffs."

The suit also alleges that the above mentioned articles "con—

tained false, misleading, slanderous and defamatory statements
... without any inquiry into the truthfulness of said allegations
even though they had the opportunity to do so."

"By means of these statements, which are false, defendants
have slandered and defamed plaintiffs and plaintiffs‘ reputa—
tions and standing in the community where they are well
known," the lawsuit alleges. "Plaintiffs‘ reputations have been
seriously and adversely affected, and defendants have by at—
tacking the reputation of plaintiffs exposed them to the hatred,
contempt and ridicule of certain members of the community.

"By means of the slanderous and defamatory statements
uttered and published by defendants, each and every one of
them, the defendants have unlawfully and maliciously caused
the plaintiffs to become vexed, harassed and injured, causing
them to suffer great mental and nervous strain and causing their
reputations among their friends, constituents and neighbors to
be seriously questioned," the suit further alleges. "Said slan—
derous and defamatory statements have caused plaintiffs to be
deprived of public confidence and social intercourse solely by
means of said unlawful and malicious slanderous and defama—

See MGLCC lawsuit, page 27

3483 Poplar / BB8B—0224
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By Setting A Place At

Your Table, We‘ll Set

One For At Ours!

 

 

  

  

%7%ifl’mg A Place At

— the Table
Simply host A Place At The Table dinner, take up a donation —
for Friends For Life and on Saturday, Sept. 21, at 9:30 p.m.,

we‘ll be your host at a finalfling at the Memphis Botanic _
Gardens, complete with dessert, dancing and live ___

entertainment. For more information, call (901) 43—APATT—

  
   

 

 
  

Friends For Life Corporation isfunded in part by the United Way ofthe Mid—South andthe City ofMemphis. A Place At The Table is an official Friends For Lifefundraising event.  
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TheMGLCC board responds to articles
CLARIFICATIONA&P Publications Inc., dba Family&FriendsMagazmewishes

to clarify a series of articles writtenandpublishedin the July
2002 issue of Family& Friends. The articles, til led "Bumsin con—
flict with MGLCC board" and "Burns comments oncharges,"

merely reflected the views of Darren Burns regarding his re—

moval from office as the MGLCC‘svice presxdent and not those
of Family & Friends Magazine. ___

Family & FriendsMagazine tries to prowde its readers with
both sidesofa story whenit isdeemednewsworthy. Because of
the Memphis Gay &LesbianCommunity Center‘s (MGLCC)
involvement in the community,the story was deemed news—
worthy. Family & Friends did not maliciously or negligently
publish the stories, butsunply allowed Bums to voicehis side
of the story. .

As reportedinthe story, Famdy&Frzends Magazme did con—
tact the MGLCC‘s president,Jason Crockett, and asked about

Burns‘s removal from office.At the time, Crockett said, "Our
understanding from Miki‘s (Zulewski,acting MGLCC secre—
tary) reading of Robert‘s Rules(of Or thatwe cannot dis—

cuss why he was removed."Thisqua 1 t
story last month —

Howeve1

 

 

  

   

 

  

 

   

 

 

sent Family &Friends letterstotheedrto f
of the situation. Thoseletters begin on page21. _

Susan Mackenzie
Attorney at Law

Family & Friends Magazine
Anita Moyt, Managing Editor
(Editors Note: Received Via Fax 7/25/02)

Dear Ms. Moyt: *
I received your written questions seeking information from the

Officers and directors of the Memphis Gay and Lesbian Commu—
nity Center. At this time and under the circumstances, they will
not be meeting with you or a representative of Family & Friends.

, However, in order to facilitate the accuracy of your reporting and
so that complete information can be disseminated to the commu—
nity they have provided to me information necessary to answer
your inquiries. Since I have no personal knowledge of the facts I
do not see a need for a face to face meeting as my personal know!l—
edge of the matters you have addressed is limited....

1. When Family & Friends talked to Jason Crockett, presidenf
of the MGLCC, in July prior to going to press with the July 2002

issue of Family & Friends, Crockett said he couldn‘t answer any
questions about Darren Burns‘ removal from office because of

Roberts‘s Rules of Order. Is that correct?
MGLCC: With regard to questions about Darren Burn‘s re—

moval as an officer of MGLCC, yes.

2. Does MGLCC utilize Roberts Rules of Order as its parlia—
mentary procedure?

MGLCC: MGLCC relies upon its Constitution and by—laws

to govern its procedures. When an issue is not addressed in

the constitution or By—laws, Robert‘s Rules of Order governs

MGLCC‘s parliamentary procedure.

3. Roberts Rules ofOrder Newly Revised, 10th Edition, by Henry

M. Robert III, William J. Evans, Daniel H. Honemann and Tho—
mas J. Balch, copyright 2000, pg. 636—637, states, "Formal Notifi—
cation of the Accused. If the society adopts resolutions ordering

trial before the assembly or a committee, the secretary should
immediately send to the accused by registered mail a letter no—

tifying him of the date, hour, and place of the trial, containing
an exact copy of the charge(s) and specifications with the date

of their adoption, and directing him to appear as cited — even if
the accused was present when the resolutions were adopted. ...

The secretary should have at hand at the trial a photo—copy,
printout, or other direct reproduction of it with the return re—
ceipt attached, as proof that the accused was informed of the

charges against him." (a) Was Darren Burns so notified by reg—
istered mail of his trial? (b) Does the MGLCC have a copy of
that registered receipt? (c) We would like to request a photo—

copy of that registered receipt to be mailed to Family & Friends,
P.O. Box 771948, Memphis, TN 38177—1948.
MGLCC: Darren Burns was removed from office pursuant

to the procedure established in Section 4.08 of the MGLCC‘s

by—laws.

4. Roberts Rules of Order continues on page 638 in regard to
Trial Procedure, "If the accused fails to appear for trial at the
appointed time as directed, the trial proceeds without him.

"At the trial, in calling the meeting to order, the chair should
call attention to the fact that the meeting is in executive session.
... and to the attendant obligation of secrecy. Preliminary steps

then include the secretary‘s reading from the minutes the reso—
lutions adopted by the society relating to the trial, the chair‘s
verification — by inquiring of the secretary — that the accused

was furnished with a copy of the charges, the chair‘s announce—
ment of the names of the managers for the society, and the chair‘s

inquiry of the accused as to whether he has counsel."
Were these parliamentary procedures followed at the

MGLCG executive board meetingheld on June 20, 2002?
MGLCC: Darren Burns was removed from office pursuant

to the procedure established in Section 4.08 ofthe MGLCC‘s

by—laws.

5. A document provided by Burns to Family & Friends details
\the vote to remove Darren Burns from the board of directors of

the MGLCC. The document was officially recorded at 6 p.m. on
June 20, 2002. That also is the exact time the hearing was to
begin. Please explain the reasons the document allows no time

even for the parliamentary procedure, as prescribed by Robert‘s

Rules of Order, to transpire.
MGLCC: The time was placed on the document prior to the

meeting being called to order. This is the procedure that had

See MGLCC board responds, page 24
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TheMGLCC board responds to articles

Letters to the editor

Editor‘s Note: The views and opinions expressed in all Letters To

The Editor published by Family & Friends are the views and opin—

ions of the respective author of the letter and not necessarily those of

the magazine. s

Ms. Anita Moyt

Managing Editor

Family & Friends

Dear Ms. Moyt:

As the largest donor (e.g. $25,000.00 to the Building Fund of

MGLCC and $1,270.00 at the Fund Raiser for Pride) and Acting

Vice President of the Board of Directors of the Memphis Gay

and Lesbian Community Center, I was shocked and dismayed

by the article you chose to publish in the July issue of Family &

Friends. If you had bothered to ask me why Darren was re—

moved from his position as Vice President and Member of the

Board of Directors of the MGLCC, I would have told you it was

because of his threat to go to the gay press with his unsubstan—

tiated charges of financial wrongdoing by members of the board.

Now he‘s done exactly what he threatened, and he has proven

us correct in our action to remove him from the board.

The three charges you spent so much time spelling out had

been dropped by the Board in exchange for his pledge, which

he himself offered, not to run for re—election to the Board or for

any office in the MGLCC. Darren reneged on the deal when he

started an effort to recruit new members so that he could get

himself elected as the new President of the MGLCC and get his

friends in the rest of the Board positions.

In your article you quote Darren as saying, "I was removed

because I am aware of illegal and unethical activities from (sic.)

members of the board, and I refuse to be a part of it. They are

now attempting a cover—up. The activity of the board will very

likely lead to an IRS audit of the MGLCC and possibly a crimi—

nal investigation of numerous board members." These are the

tactics of Joe McCarthy! He‘s saying that he has some secret

documentation that will prove all the members of the MGLCC

Board are crooks, but he just won‘t show it to anybody just yet.

What exactly is he accusing me of doing? Is it a crime to donate

$25,000.00 to the Building Fund of a tax—exempt organization

because I believe in its goals and I want to support them? Is it a

crime to want to further the work of my late lover, Charles But—

ler, who secured the 501(c)(3) status for the MGLCC, by using

this tax—exempt status to raise money to buy not rent a new

community center building? If Darren really has proof of crimi—

nal wrongdoing by the members of the Board of Directors of

the MGLCC, why doesn‘t he spell out these charges, and lay all

his documentation on the table, to the proper authorities. Why

is he pleading his case for the press and not for the board? I

would guess that the reason he isn‘t laying his documentation

on the table is that he doesn‘t have any. He‘s just leveled vague

charges and has promised documentation and has hoped that

somebody would fall for it. Joe McCarthy was very successful

with these tactics for a while, until the United States Senate re—

pudiated him. You decided to go with the testimony of one per—

son with an obvious grudge without making any attempt to

verify these groundless allegations. Now you have the moral

and legal responsibility to print a retraction.

Sincerely yours,

HerbertD. Zeman, Ph.D.

Acting Vice President

Board of Directors

Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community Center

July 13, 2002

Dear Editorial Staff of Family & Friends Magazine,

Last Saturday, July 6th, I had the unpleasant experience of

reading your article entitled "Burns in conflict with MGLCC

board" for the first time. Being on the Board of Directors of the

Memphis Gay and Lesbian Community Center, I was very up—

set by the article. Usually, I read your entire magazine the first

day I pick up a copy, but this time was different. After reading

the previously mentioned article three or four times, just to make

sure I was really reading what I thought I was reading, I could

not pick up your magazine again without feeling ill to my stom—

ach until this past Friday, July 12th.

I took the magazine with me to the gym and read it as I

walked the treadmill. The first article I read was the "And Our

Point Is ..." and, again, I was shocked and dismayed. This time,

not because you had allowed blatant malicious lies to be printed,

but because you were completely contradicting yourself within

the pages of your own magazine!

Let me start with your closing statement. "There are two

kinds of people; those who listen, and those who wait (sic) to

talk. Which are you?" Well, it is VERY apparent which path

Family & Friends chose to follow. Not only did you allow for a

story to be printed that was filled with hatred and lies, a story

that could possibly do irreparable damage to an organization

that only tries to support the community, but you allowed a

story to be printed that was completely biased and one—sided.

Publication of such a story is inexcusable and shows signs of

ineptitude; publication of any story with lies and hatred is in—

tolerable. I thought one of the rules of any "good" journalist

was to get both sides of the story? You have broken this rule in

order to print a sensationalistic article in hopes to get the

"scoop."

"Buzz words. Words that set people off on a frenzy merely

by the word itself. Words that can raise someone‘s blood pres—

sure by at least 20 points." Alleged. Conflict. Illegal and unethical

activities. Cover—up. Criminal investigation. I would call all of these

words "buzz words;" every single one of these was used in the

first column of the first page of the article.

You suggested that your readers "be careful to react to buzz

words." You even said, "Just open your mind a bit, learn a little

then make a decision to react in a frenzy or react with a little

more thought behind your actions." Is it so hard to practice what

you preach? Why would you expect your readers to follow your

advice when you cannot even do so?

Let me offer you some advice, which you suggested to the

See MGLCC responds—letters, page 25
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ETC to stage play about 1 gay man‘s life

Emerald Theatre Company will present The Night Larry

Kramer Kissed Me at Theatreworks (behind Overton Square),

located at 2085 Monroe Avenue, Aug. 23 to Sept. 1.

Written by David Drake, The Night Larry Kramer Kissed Me,

won a Village Voice Obie Award, two L.A. Dramalogue Awards

and a Frontiers Magazine Robbie Award.

Witness one gay man‘s experience through his life, beginning

at the age of six at a performance of West Side Story. Follow along

as the sole character experiences his first date with a boy and
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eventually gets a kiss from acclaimed playwright Larry Kramer
after seeing a production of The Normal Heart. The Night Larry
Kramer Kissed Me gives the audience a view of the threat of anti—
gay violence; the struggle to live with the ravages of AIDS; re—
membering those who have long passed, and the hope for a time
when sexuality is no longer a stigma, but a simple acceptance.

The Night Larry Kramer Kissed Me features ETC Founder Den—
Nickolas Smith (The Baltimore Waltz, Psycho Beach Party, Lonely
Planet) and is directed by Hal Harmon (director/Psycho Beach
Party, The Baltimore Waltz, Out Tonight: A Cabaret), ETC co—artis—
tic director. ETC has been in existence for six years.

Showtimes for The Night Larry Kramer Kissed Me are 8 p.m.
on Friday and Saturday, Aug. 23 & 24 and 30 & 31 and 2 p.m. on
Sunday, Aug. 25 and Sept. 1. Tickets are $10 general admission
and $5 for students with valid college ID. Proceeds from the
Sept. 1 performance will benefit the Memphis Gay & Lesbian
Community Center.

For reservations call (901) 722—9302 or for more information
call (901) 276—0168.

Reel Twisted 
from page 17

Executive produced byGusVan Sant (director of Good WillHunt—
ing and Finding Forrester) and directed by Nickolas Perry, Speedway
Junky is the story of Johnny (Bradford), a young, clean—cut military
brat who has run away from home to pursue his fantasy of racing
cars, but he runs into trouble and out of money in Las Vegas.

While stranded in Vegas, Johnny meets and befriends gay
street hustler Eric (Brower) who introduces Johnny to his gang,
including brash Stephen (Thomas) and charmingWilma (Tiffani—
Amber Thiessen, "Beverly Hills 90210"). Johnny also meets
Eric‘s surrogate mom, Veronica (Hannah).

As the two boys become close, they are confronted with a life—
threatening situation involving drugs, money and betrayal, and
Johnny must decide if he has what it takes to follow his dream.

Hailed by Kevin Thomas of the Los«Angeles Times as, "A
strong feature debut ... a tender love story," Speedway Junky has
won several awards on the film festival circuit before enjoying
a theatrical release in major metropolitan markets.

INZ & DIITZ
CARDS AND GIFTS

553 S. COOPER — MEMPHIS, TN 38104
(901) 728—6535

LEATHER GooDs — sex Toys.
CARDS — PRIDE FLAGS — BOOKS — POSTERS
JEWELRY —VIDEOS — CDS — MAGAZINES

Monday — Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sunday, 1 to 6 p.m.
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The Mystic Krewe of

Memphis United (M.U.)

is ROLLING ALL OVER!

 

Oro Saturony or Every Month

PARTY with M.U. on CLUB NIGHT at Casablanca, 2865 Wainut Grove Road \

from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. We‘ll have wonderful shooters (Jello) to get you

ready! R

|aNTeTSage [T

M.U.‘s SECOND ANNUAL FISHFRY, to be held on the side parking lot of Casablanca

Cabaret from 6 to 8:30 p.m. Only $6 a plate for catfish, hushpuppies, cole slaw,

spaghetti and a whole lot more. Bring your chairs and have dinner under the stars!

    

 

      

    

Auveust 181n

SECOND ANNUAL BARBARA BAKER BASH at Metro Memphis, 1349 Autumn

Street, beginning at 5:30 p.m. Everyone‘s welcome to participate and

show support for a wonderful lady who loved this community!
Gone, Bl],

Aucust 24tn "\

CAR WASH to benefit Sun Rise Home. to be held on the parking lot at 1652 Stateline

Road in Southaven, Mississippi1g?
SH(HUL
THIRD ANNUAL M.U. YARD SALE beginning at8a.m. on the parking lot of

Casablanca, 2865 Walnut Grove Road. Everyone welcome to browse the great huysl

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT www.geocities.com/mardigrasmemphis

TO FIND OTHER THINGS GOING ON WITH THE KREWE. WWE WANT YOUR SUPPORT!
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MGLCC board responds 
from page 20

been followed for quite some time. The meeting was officially
called to order at approximately 6:15, the customary time the
meeting is called to order so as to allow late comers to arrive.
Darren Burns was called by Ranetta Jackson to inquire about
his planned attendance prior to the meeting being called to
order. The vote to remove Darren Burns from his office was
taken after the meeting was officially called to order.

6. According to the document that Family & Friends obtained
from Darren Burns, Executive Board Member Daniel Cole voted
to withdraw Burns from office by proxy on June 19. That is one
day prior to the actual hearing set for Burns on June 20.

(a) What were the reasons that Daniel Cole‘s proxy vote was
allowed?
MGLCC: Proxy votes are used as provided by the by—laws

as requested by individual members.
(b) Had the board of directors of MGLCC already decided

that Burns was to be dismissed from office, even with the for—
mality of a hearing?

MGLCC: This question is unclear. The board did not decide
to remove Darren Burns from office prior to the vote being con—
ducted pursuant to the MGLCC by—laws. No formal "hearing"
was held as the official procedures do not require a "hearing."

7. According to the MGLCC ByLaws, as published at its
website at www.mglec.org, Sec. 4:08—Removal states, "The de—
cision of the Board to remove an officer may be overturned by a
two—thirds vote of the members voting at a business meeting."

(a) When was such business meeting held?
MGLCC: July 7, 2002, at 6:00 p.m. (Town Hall Meeting)
b) Where was the meeting held?
MGLCC: Holy Trinity Community Church
(c) How was the MGLCC membership made aware of that

meeting?
MGLCC: The MGLCC list serve, the MGLCC web site;

various printed media sources targeted to let our members

know of the meeting, including Family & Friends Magazine. —

(d) What was the final vote at that meeting in regard to over—

turning the board‘s decision to remove Burns from office?

MGLCC: No MGLCC members moved to overturn the

Boards‘ decision.

8. (a) Who composed the alleged "Binding Agreement be—

tween Darren Burns, Angela Lamb and the Memphis Gay and

Lesbian Community Center (MGLCC)," a copy of which was

provided to Family & Friends by Darren Burns, which includes

provisions for both Darren Burns and Angela Lamb to not run

for office?

MGLCC: Angela Lamb pursuant to the approval of the

board of directors.

(b) Was the entire board of directors of the MGLCC aware of

this agreement and agreeable to its:contents and completion?

MGLCC: Yes

(c) What were the reason(s) the board felt that this agree—

ment needed to be made and completed between the parties

mentioned, being Darren Burns, Angela Lamb and MGLCC

board of directors?

MGLCC: This was to be a compromise offer that allowed

Darren Burns to withdraw gracefully and save face.

(d) What is the reason Lamb is included in this contract in a

matter involving Burns?

MGLCC: Putting the interests of the organization first, An—

gela Lamb was willing to serve as a sacrificial lamb to Darren

Burn‘s animosity. It was felt that his being able to take Lamb

away from office would be viewed as a win for him and al—

low for a smooth transition for MGLCC.

(e) For what reason are the provisions for Lamb "not to run

for a Board of Directors position, either as an officer or a mem—

ber—at—large, in the upcoming election (August 2002 through July

2003), (and) to never run for the position of Treasurer on the

Board of Directors" included in the alleged agreement?

MGLCC: See answers to 8 (c) and (d) above. There was

absolutely no suspicion of any wrongdoing on behalf of Lamb.

9. Burns presented Family & Friends with a documentlisting

three reasons for his removal from office. The document stated:

"Charge One: Selling alcohol at the Mardi Gras Party, when the

agreement with the events committee was that no alcohol would

be served."

(a) Did the board of MGLCC notify and discipline Burns

promptly after the incident, which occurred in Feb. 2002?

MGLCC: Darren Burns was confronted about selling alco—

hol when no alcohol was to be served at the time his trans—

gression took place. He was confronted at the Mardi Gras Party

and asked to stop selling alcohol immediately.

(b) Please explainhow theboard dealtwith the issue at that time.

MGLCC: See answer (9)(a) above.

(c) If the board did not bring formal charges against Burns

for the alcohol sales in Feb. 2002, what were the reasons that

the MGLCC board did not notify and dlsc1phne Burns immedi—
ately following the incident?
MGLCC: When Darren Burns was confronted at the event

he admitted his mistake and apologized. The board felt at the
time that that was sufficient andfurther disciplinary action
would be unnecessary.

(d) Len Piechowski and Darren Burns were both on the board
of directors of MGLCC as well as parthersin Best Buds, LLC,

owner of Impulse where the Mardi Gras Party was held. For

what reason was Piechowski not also charged with serving al—

cohol at the event?

MGLCC: Len Piechowski was not on the event planning

committee and had no direct knowledgeofthe vote. Appar—

ently the committee felt that Darren Burns, who was present

for the vote, would provide his business partner with the de—

tails regarding the event and their role as planned by the com—

‘mittee. Len Piechowski did not serve alcohol to anyone the

night ofthe event as Darren Burns had.

10. Please explain in detail what is required of a member of

the public to join the MGLCC?

MGLCC: Submit to the organization an approved dona—

tion as specified by the by—laws and subscribe to the purpose

See MGLCC board responds, page 25
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MGLCC responds—letters

from page 21

readers of your magazine, "Try and take a deep breath and lis—
ten just a little longer." By the way, I have a "buzz word" for

you. Laine McNeil. Yep, there goes my blood pressure right now.

Angela J. Lamb, Treasurer

Memphis Gay and Lesbian Community Center

July 16, 2002

Regarding MGLCC and its former Vice President:

Dear Editor:

On occasion, I have been told that I can be an eloquent

spokesman when I speak on behalf of the Memphis Gay Com—

munity. If that is true, then I believe that two additional things

must also be true. 1) Eloquence is a talent, a gift. And 2), every

talent has its limitations.

So you must excuse my limitations. For words now fail me

as I attempt to explain the depth of the hurt and the pain you

have caused me personally, as well as the depth of the embar—
rassment I feel for you.

Len Piechowski
 

Family & Friends Magazine welcomes Letters To The Editor

on a variety of topics. However, views expressed are those of
the author and not necessarily those of Family & Friends.

FAMILY +»,friends Page 25

MGLCC board responds

from page 24

of the organization.

11. Please explain in detail what is required of a member of
the public to maintain their membership in MGLCC?
MGLCC: Pay their dues as required and subscribe to the

purpose of the organization.

12. (a) On June 20, 2002, at 11:59 p.m., how any members
were officially listed on your membership roster?
MGLCC: 98 persons.

(b) How many, of that number, are officially eligible to vote
in the upcoming election in August 2002?

MGLCC: 98 persons.

(c) Does the number eligible to vote include the 30 individu—
als who Burns signed up?

MGLCC: Yes.

(d) Who certified this number?

MGLCC: Pursuant to MGLCC policy and procedure, given
the removal of the Vice President, certification of the 98 per—
sons occurred upon the directive of the President.

(e) How was certification determined?

See MGLCC board responds, page 27
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INTHE MIX
 

Avril Lavigne

Let Go (kx)

Avril Lavigne is a 17—year old, pretty, pop—princess with atti—

tude. Don‘t let this Canadian‘s punky attitude, skaterboy band—

mates and anarchy symbols fool you. This record is purely pop

confection.

After creating Pink, otherwise known as Brittany with a voice

and attitude, producer Antonio "LA" Reid imports this spunky

little female answer to Blink 182. Avril‘s press release proclaims

her to be a punk skater who composes all her own music (after

hearing the album, I wouldn‘t brag about writing these songs),

but there is nothing punk or edgy about this sappy sing—a—long.

The album‘s only redeeming moment has to be the hit single

"Complicated," which is a great, catchy pop—tune, but save your—

self a few bucks and buy the single. I should mention that, for

the ladies, Avril is hot, or so I‘m told and guys, she does have

some really cute skaterboys in her band (skaterboys ... yummy).

Unlike other Canadian exports, think Neil Young and Alanis

Morissette, Avril is destined to be a one—hit wonder, who‘s one

hit will be played on Top 40 radio until it almost drives us all

mad (and then they‘ll play it three or four more times).

—> Highlights include "Complicated" and cuteboys in theband.

Various Artists

Ultimate Dance Party: Best of

(krkx*kxx*)

Okay people, you should all own some good dance mixes for

those weekend parties and nothing is more fun than a collection

of songs that everyone can sing—a—long with. And if you can‘t

sing—a—long with these tunes you‘ve been living under a rock for

the past billion years. For those of us who grew up in the late ‘80s

and early ‘90s, this collection is sure to bring back childhood

memories of listening to Taylor Dayne and flailing about the liv—

ing room. Arista has been putting out Ultimate Dance collections

for several years now and this collection serves as a best of the

best, including such great dance tunes as Snap!‘s "Rhythm is a

Dance," Haddaway‘s "What is Love" and Real McCoy‘s "An—

other Night." It also includes newer cuts from artists like Pink,

LFO and Dream, not to mention previously unreleased material

from Whitney Houston. Every track on this collection is a dance—

floor hit from an Arista Records artist and they should all be in

your collection, so save yourself some green and buy them all on

this great collection. What more do I need to say? Go buy this

great mix and enjoy endless fun singing—a—long.

—> Highlights — every track is a classic!

In Tne Mrx Rarincg Scare

Avoid like the plague, leave it at the store

xx Approach with due caution

*** You most definitely might like it

**x*x* You should probably buy it
* What are you waiting for, go buyit today!Npig

By Corr Waker

                      

  

  

                     

Bookmak It!

VISIT FAMILYE FRIENDS" WEBSITE AT
www. FamilyandFriendsMagazine.com
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MGLCC board responds

from page 25

MGLCC: By following Section 3.05.01 of the by—laws which

provides that "A voting member is any person who has been

a dues paying member for no less than 45 days."

 

13. It appears that the MGLCC bylaws were changed some—

time during 2002. Please itemize the dates and details of each

change to the MGLCC bylaws during the period from August

1, 2001 to July 22, 2002.

MGLCC: Several Town Hall meetings were conducted in

2001 following requests to the community for input regard—

ing and potential changes to the MGLCC by—laws. These

meetings were followed by the creation of several proposed

amendments. The proposed amendments were presented to

the membership at two separate readings during Town Hall

Meetings which occurred on January 6, 2002, and April 7, 2002.

Following the second reading and discussion of the member—

ship the amendments were officially adopted on April 7, 2002.

14. (a) Will an election be held in August 2002 for new board

members?

MGLCC: Yes.

(b) Which officers will remain in office for the fiscal year Aug.

1, 2002 to July 31, 2003, by name and title?

MGLCC: While the question as presented is unclear, based

on what can be discerned as the question, the answer is none.

(c) Which offices will be open for election in August 2002?

MGLCC: All.

15. Did MGLCC accept payment for the auctioning of Darren

Burns at the Bachelor/ette Auction fundraiser in March 2002?

MGLCC: Yes.

In addition, the current officers and board of directors of

MGLCC strongly deny the printed and unsubstantiated alle—

gations that any of them have stolen funds from MGLCC; that

there has been any wrongdoing of any form with regard to

the Internal Revenue Service and any portion of the tax code;

that any current officer or director committed any crimes while

performing their duties or acted to cover up the wrongful ac—

tivities of another officer or director; or that funds donated

for the building fund have not been earmarked and/or ex—

pended for approved building acquisition related expenses.

Very truly yours,

(s) Susan Mackenzie

MGLCC lawsuit
 

from page 18
tory statements of defendants.

"As a direct and proximate result of defendants‘ malicious

and negligently publishing of said defamatory statements, plain—

tiff MGLCC has suffered a loss of public confidence, prestige

and standing in the business and community in which it is en—

gaged at a critical time in the organization‘s history," the suit

also alleges.

1382 Poplar Avenue ~ 901.272.7600

~ Serving Liquor By The Drink ~

~ Featuring Over 60 Different Beers ~

~ Non—Alcoholic Beverages ~

~ Specials ~

Monday — Friday f
Happy Hour 4p — 8p

$1.75 Domestics

$2.75 Well Drinks

Saturday

Happy Hour 3p — 8p

$1.75 Domestics

$2.75 Well Drinks

Sunday

3p — 8:30p

Beer Bust

& Buffet

Dart ~ Hours ~
Tournament

Monday‘s At

7:30p

Monday — Friday
4p — 3a

Saturday — Sunday

3p — Ja
 

 

 

 

Join us for cocktails & tapas

Tapas until 1:00 am

M—Bar open 5pm — dam

Serving dinner mighty 5:50pm 3 lOfiOpm

reservations are recommended

 
948 S. CooprEr » MEMPHIS, TN. 38104

901.276.0002
WWW. MELANGEMEMPHIS.COM
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Channel 3 personalities to read

"Drop Everything and Read" is a special storytime for chil—
dren ages three to five at the Memphis County Public
Libraries featuring News Channel 3 reporters and anchors. The
schedule for the month of August is Wednesday, Aug. 7, 10:30
a.m., at the Highland branch, 460 South Highland; Thursday,
Aug. 8, 10:30 a.m., at the Frayser branch, 3712 Argonne; Wednes—
day, Aug. 14, 1:30 p.m., at the Bartlett branch, 6382 Stage Road,
and Wednesday, Aug. 21, 10:30 a.m., at the South branch, 1929
South Third.

Clown it up at CMOM

Enjoy the art of clowning with Popcorn the Clown, Tico the
Hobo and thespian Sandy Kozik at The Children‘s Museum of
Memphis, 2525 Central Avenue, on Wednesday, Aug. 7, from 2
to 4 p.m. Admission is $6 for children (ages one to 12) and se—
niors (62+) and $7 for adults.

Talk to a pilot at CMOM

Children of all ages are invited to the Children‘s Museum
of Memphis, 2525 Central Avenue, to meet FedEx pilot Cap—
tain June Viviano who will talk about being above the
clouds. Captain Viviano will be at the museum on Satur—
day, Aug. 31, from 10 to 11 a.m. Children also can sit in the
cockpit of a plane and experience flying in a flight simula—
tor at the museum‘s new "Going Places" exhibit. Admis—
sion is $6 for children (ages one to 12) and semors (62+)
and $7 for adults.

GLBT parenting group meet set .

Parents Together, a gay and lesbian parents group, will
hold its monthly meeting on Thursday, Aug. 8, at 6 p.m. at
Holy Trinity Community Church, located at 3430 Summer
Avenue. Childcare will be provided for younger children at
these meetings. For more information, call Rev. Glynda Hall
at (901) 299—0106 or (662) 564—1091, or email her at
GHall94226@a0l.com.

MBG Caterpillar Club to meet

The Memphis Botanic Garden, located at 750 Cherry Road
in Audubon Park, presents the Caterpillar Club for children
up to five years old. On Tuesday and Wednesday, Aug. 13
and 14, from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. the topic will be "Spice of
Life." On Tuesday and Wednesday, Aug. 27 and 28, from
10:30 to 11:30 a.m., the topic will be "Crazy Cacti." Cost is
$4 per session per child. For more information, call (901)
6§85—1566, ext. 102.

| begin at 6:30 p.m. and the performance beginsat 7:30 p.m.

Things for the entire family

Orpheum to host ‘Kid‘s.

Night on Broadway‘

TheOrpheum Theatre will host "Kid‘s Night onBroad— .
way" for West Side Story Wednesday, Aug. 7. Activities

 

Those purchasing one adult ticket at regular price for
this performance will receive one free child‘s (under 16
years old) ticket.

"Kid‘s Night on Broadway" promotes live theater to —
children and encourages families to experience theater
together.

Considered one of themost popular musicals of all time,
| West Side Story sets the ageless tragedy ofRomeo and Juliet

against the slums of 1950‘s New York. Featuring a dynamic
score by Leonard Bernstein and Stephen Sondheim, West
Side Story is full of electrifying dances and non—stop ex—
citement. It also features some of the most superb music
ever written for the stage, including "Maria," "Tonight,"
"I Feel Pretty" and "Somewhere (There‘sAPlace For Us)."

Parental guidance is suggested, as some themes in West
Side Story may be inappropriate for younger children.

West Side Story performances run Aug. 6 to 11. I
Showtimes are Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday at 7:30
p.m.; Friday at 8 p.m.; Saturday at 2 and 8 p.m., and Sun—
day at 1:30 and 7 p.m. %

For more information or tickets, call the Orpheum Box
Office at (901) 525—3000 or visit its website at
www.orpheum—memphis.com.

 

 

  

Contest seeks inventions

for solving world problems

If a kid had a chance to invent something to solve a major —
world problem, what would it be? KidsCom.com‘s Gadget In—
vention Contest challenges kids to help theworld by creating a _
gadget online.

The contest, which runs now through Aug. 16, celebrates
< National Invention Month while offering kids a place to let their —

creativity, imagination and innovation run free. The Gadget
Invention Contest allows kids to create a representation of a
tool they think the world could use to solve a major problem.

The contest is open to all kids. The top 10 inventions will be
posted on KidsCom.com on Aug. 19 with the winner being
picked by a vote of site visitors. The winning kid will receive a
prize pack from Mattel Corporation worth $150.

For more information or to enter the contest, go online to
KidsCom.com and click on the box for Gadget Invention Contest.
E
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Allowance: a child‘s intro to money management

R4 CAREN R. SHEA

GUEST WRITER

There‘s a lot of information out there about whether or not

you should give yourchildren an allowance. Most

sources can‘t agree on whether or not to tie an

allowance to the chores your children do around

the house, grades or to just give it to them be—

cause they‘re part of the family. Then there‘s

the question of how much do you give and

how often? Most authorities agree on one

particular point, however: You do need to

teach your children how to manage money.

And, an allowance is a great way to start.

So, why give an allowance?

If you‘re a parent, you‘ll probably agree that

children spend a tremendous amount of money —

yours and theirs. They have more money to spend

than previous generations — teenagers alone spent

about $162 billion in 2001 —and they develop spending

patterns at an earlier age. What your children learn

about money comes from the ideas, attitudes and

spending habits they learn from you, their peers and

in the media.

An allowance is an important tool for teaching

your children money management skills. It allows them

to manage their own money based on their own needs, wants

and goals. And, they can learn from their own mistakes at a

time in their life when the consequences are less serious. For

instance, if your children spent money they‘ve earmarked for a

weekend movie with friends, the greatest consequence they‘ll

face is they may not be able to go to the movie — especially if

you don‘t bail them out. If they were college students and spent

funds earmarked for tuition or rent, they could end up out of

    

  

   

     

     

   

school or moving back home (scary thought).

If you are considering an allowance for your children, here

are a few things that could help make the process go smoothly:

* As soon as your children start asking about money and

how things are bought and sold, they‘re ready to receive an

allowance. Don‘t be surprised if your three—year—old shows an

interest. Buy a piggy bank and use this opportunity to teach

your younger children about saving at the same

time.

* After discussing an amount — your 15 year—

old should, of course, receive a larger allowance

than your seven year—old —and payment sched—

ule with your family, put it in writing to avoid

any confusion.

* Be clear on the terms of the allowance, if any. If

all parties have agreed to tie the allowance to house—

hold chores, describe the chores in detail, as well as any

consequences of not performing those tasks.

* By all means, help your children set up a

_ », spending and savings plan and suggest how the

m. '\\, funds could be used more effectively. But, once

you give your children an allowance, allow them
to control how it will be spent.

* And, pay on time (show them you can manage
your money, too).

Children who learn good money management
skills while they‘re young stand a better chance of becoming

adults who can make sound financial decisions, avoid exces—
sive debt and manage income and expenses to reach their fi—
nancial goals. So, give them an allowance.

     

 

Karen Shea is a financial consultant with Salomon Smith Barney.
Salomon Smith Barney does not provide tax or legal advice. Clients
should seek these services from their accountant and/or attorney. For
more information, call Shea at (901) 818—4134.

Become an astronaut in new IMAX film Space Station
Experience an out—of—this—world adventure as

you take a trip into outer space in Space Station,
now through Nov. 15, at the Union Planters
IMAX Theater, located in the Pink Palace Mu— [
seum, 3050 Central Avenue.

Join the men and women of NASA and 15
other nations who have combined together to
explore the final frontier. As astoundingly beau—
tiful as it is technically dazzling, Space Station
documents the construction and assembly of the
International Space Station, which orbits Earth
220 miles above it at 17,500 mph. The Space Sta—
tion is the greatest engineering feat since land—
ing a man on the Moon.

Narrated by multipleAcademyAward—nomi—
nee Tom Cruise, Space Station documents life
aboard humanity‘s new home—away—from—home }
and chronicles the challenges, setbacks, tri—

 

umphs and, ultimately, the
shared international victory of
men and womenwhose dreams
exceed the limits of life on Earth.

Launches, space walks,
jetpacks, weightlessness and a
most stunning view of Earth are
included as audience members
see how 45 men and women,
working in teams like a relay,
work together to assemble the
world‘s first orbiting research lab.

Tickets are $6.50 for adults, $6
for seniors and $5 for children
(ages three to 12). Ticket prices
are subject to change July 1.

For more information and
showtimes, call (901) 320—6362.
E
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2002 Gay Games VI set for Australia

Sydney to play host to 31—sport athletic competition

Sydney Australia will be host to the 2002 Gay Games VI set

for Nov. 2 to 9.

Thirty—one official sports will be included in this international

gay and lesbian sporting competition. Organizers expect ath—

letes and spectators from more than 50 countries to attend 2002

Gay Games VI.

 

Brothers & Sisters

Bowling League to

begin 17th season

The Brothers & Sisters Bowling League will begin its

17th season on Sunday, Sept. 8, at 6 p.m., at the Cordova

Bowling Center, located at 7945 Club Center Cove in

Cordova, just off Germantown Parkway near Dexter Road.

The Brothers & Sisters Bowling League is an ABC/

WIBC—sanctioned league and is an active member of the

International Gay Bowling Organization. Members of this

league pay annual dues, approximately $15, as well as

weekly bowling fees of $13. The league hosts an annual

end—of—the—year banquet and awards program. 4

The league features four—person teams of any gender mix

and will bow! a 29—week schedule, weekly each Sunday,

"4 beginning at 6 p.m., at the

‘__ Cordova Bowling Center.

To get the season off to a

p striking start, the league

will hold a preregistration

4iw for individuals and teams

on Sunday, Aug. 25, at 5

p.m. ‘at the Cordova

Bowling Center. In con—

\ junction with the regis— >
\\ tration, the St. Patrick‘s

Invitational Tourna—

ment Committee will

have a bowling event

with drawings for prizes; the proceeds benefit its 10th an—

nual tournament set for March 14—16, 2003.

For more information, call Tony Matics at (901) 722—5236

or email MemphisGayBowlin@aol.com.

  

~ York (1994; 11,000 partici—

   

 

"About 10,500 people

had registered by the first

week of July to participate

at Gay Games VI," Sydney

2002 representatives said.

"While Sydney 2002 is

prepared for 14,000 partici—

pants to match

Amsterdam‘s Gay Games,

given recent world events

and Sydney‘s relative distance to global population centers, we

think these numbers are encouraging,"

said Kathleen Webster, Federation co—

president.

The Federation of Gay Games is the in—

ternational governing body that per—

petuates the quadrennial Gay

Games and promotes the event‘s

founding principles of inclusion,

participation and personal best.

The Gay Games was conceived by Dr.

Tom Waddell, an Olympic decathlete,

and was first held in San Francisco in

1982, with 1,350 participants. Sub—

sequent Gay Games were heldin

San Francisco (1986: 3,500 par—

ticipants), Vancouver (1990:

7,000 participants), New {> «aS __ ,
eden

     

  

  

   

  
pants) and Amsterdam

(1998: 14,000 participants).

*a, Montreal will host Gay Games VII in 2006.
w

The 31 official sports for the games include

badminton, basketball, cyplipg, diving, field

hockey, figure skating, physique, power lift,

ing, golf, ice hockey, judo, sailing, bowling,

swimming, diving, table tennis, track

and field, triathalon, volleyball,

water polo, netball, tennis

and martial arts. |

For more information |

about the Federation of |

Gay Games, go online to |

www.gaygames.com. For more |

information about Gay Games _

VL, go online to I

www.sydney2002.org.au. |
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Comic Amy Boyd to

perform for SPIT

St. Patrick‘s Invitational Tournament (SPIT) is hosting an—

other night of comedy on Sunday, Aug. 4, at 8 p.m. when les—

bian comedian Amy Boyd takes the stage at Casablanca, 2865

Walnut Grove Road.

Boyd, presently a

sworn police officer in

California, takes on

everything from cats

to vacuum cleaners,

espousing delightful

and hilarious every—

day observations.

"She is at first

glance a cross between

‘Gidget‘ and Robin

Williams," wrote The

San Diego Gayzette.

sam "But once she gets go—

ing, the audience real—

My ”a ized there‘s nothing

like her—although she

can become like any

one else ... Don‘t miss

this performer!"

"Stand—up comic

Amy Boyd, with her

impeccable sense of timing, diverse number of facial expressions

and amazing physical presence, often stole the show and cer—

tainly got the most laughs," wrote Oblivion Magazine. "To call

her bendable‘ and ‘elastic‘ is an understatement to say the least."

Boyd has headlined coast to coast at clubs, colleges and theaters

and is a regular performer for Olivia Cruises & Resorts. She is a

foundingmember ofthe sketch comedygroup, "This Side of Butch."

Tickets are $15 each and are available in advance at Inz &

Outz Cards & Gifts, located at 553 South Cooper, or at the door.

All proceeds benefit SPIT‘s 10th annual invitational bowling

tournament set for March 14—16, 2003.

(— Camp Sister Spirit _

Feminist Education/Cultural Retreat

Groups/individuals welcome.

Clean/sober, no violence in word or deed.

Bunk house, sleep cabins, 120 acres,

library, walking trails, RV hook ups.

CSS, Box 12, Ovett, MS 39464

www.rainbowpriderv.net/css

 

  
& sisterspir@aol.com 7

 

 

  

 

  

     

  

 

  

Living Word

Christian Church

)| A Powerful Place to Belong...

A place to relate,a place to

grow, a place where you

can build relationships that

last a lifetime...a powerful

place to belong.

2489 Broad Avenue

Memphis, TN 38 1 1 2

901—452—6272
(Adjacent to the Post Office)

  Services:

Sunday 10AM and 6PM

also Wednesday at 7PM

Pastor Kyle Dearen
 

  

CO
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Page 32 FAMILY andfriends
August 2002

 

ABOUTTOWN
 

WhenYou‘re Looking For Something To Do

Elvis in lights at Planetarium

To honor the 25th anniversary of Elvis Presley‘s death, the

Sharpe Planetarium, located in the Memphis Pink Palace Mu—

seum, 3050 Central Avenue, will present an all—new 25th anni—

versary edition of "ELVIS: Legacy in Light." Aug. 10 to 16. This

laser show features Elvis‘s career milestone songs choreo—

graphed with laser images and patterns, as well as 200 photo—

graphs of the King of Rock ‘n Roll. Admission is $5.50 per per—

son. Showtimes are at 1:30 and 3 p.m. For reservations or more

information, call (901) 320—6362.

Search for roots at workshop

The Collierville branch of the Memphis/Shelby County Pub—

lic Libraries, located at 501 Poplar View Parkway, will offer a

"Genealogy for Beginners" workshop on Thursday, Aug. 29, at

7 p.m. For more information, call (901) 853—2333.

Historic Elmwood to be featured

WKNO Channel 10 will air the newest installment of the

nostalgia series, Memphis Memoirs, in celebration of the 150th

anniversary of Historic Elmwood Cemetery. Elmwood—Reflections

of Memphis will premiere on Tuesday, Aug. 13, at 7 p.m. Pro—

ducer William Bearden explores Elmwood for clues of how

Memphis has changed from 1852 to 2002.

Integrity to welcome officer Hill

Integrity Memphis will hold its monthly meeting on

Tuesday, Aug. 20, at 6:30 p.m. at Calvary Episcopal Church,

located at Second and Adams. A short worship service be—

gins at 6:30 p.m., followed by dinner at 7 p.m. At 7:45 p.m.

the evening‘s program will feature officer Charles Hill of

the Memphis Police Department. For more information, go

online to www.geocities.com/integrity_memphis /

main.html.

INZ & OUTZ
 

from page 11 ..

to correct the condition and restore his eyesight. "On June 13, I

had (another) surgery on the eye and its getting better. I‘ll have

another surgery soon to have the lens put back in.

"We have achieved getting in business and we are striving

to improve the store," Casteel said; explaining his and Dowling‘s

plans. "We want to be better able to serve the community."

Inz & Outz Cards & Gifts is open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday

to Saturday, and 1 to 6 p.m. Sunday. For more information, call

(901) 728—6535.

TM to stage 42nd Street

Theatre Memphis, 630 Perkins Extended, will stage 42nd

Street, the second—longest running American musical in Broad—

way history, Aug. 30 through Sept. 22. Mitzi Hamilton will both

direct and choreograph the story of the over—dedicated, under—

paid, highly—trained unsung hoofers of the American musical

theater who back up the stars and make them shine. Tickets

are $25 for adults and $15 for students with valid ID. Showtimes

are 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays and Thursdays; 8 p.m. Fridays and

Saturdays, and 2 p.m. Sundays. For more information or tick—

ets, call the Theatre Memphis Box Office at (901) 682—8323. Fam—

ily & Friends Magazine is co—sponsoring this production.

Cactus show and sale slated

The Memphis Cactus Society Show and Sale is set for Satur—

day, Aug. 10, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, Aug. 11, from 11

a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Memphis Botanic Gardens, located at 750

Cherry Road in Audubon Park.
 

Carol Plunk releases

August performance

dates for self, band

Carol Plunk‘s play dates are as followsfor the month
of August:

Friday, Aug. 2, 9 p.m.a. to 1am., T] Mulligans—Pinch,
with band.

Saturday, Aug. 3, 9 p.m. to L a.m.Clty Limits, Parish,
Tenn., with band

Sunday, Aug. 4, 5 to 7 p.m., One More Bar & Grill,
2117 Peabody

\..___ Monday, Aug. 5, 6 to p.m., Potlickers, Jonesboro, Ark.
‘Wednesday, Aug. 7, 7 to 9 p.m., One More a
Friday, Aug. 9, 9:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m., T.J. Mulligans,

Jackson, Tenn., with band, RECOR JINg; LIVE! | _
Saturday, Aug. 10, 9 p.m., P& H Cafe, 1532 Madison

Avenue. Carol will perform with Kim Richardson.
Sunday, Aug. 11, 5 to 7 p.m., One More i
Wednesday, Aug. 14, 7 to 9 p.m., One More

Friday, Aug. 16, TBA

Saturday, Aug. 17, TBA

Sunday, Aug. 18, 5to 7p.m., One More ,

Wednesday, Aug. 21, 7 to 9p.m.,One More __ I

   
      

    

 

Thursday, Aug. 22, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Center for
Southern Folklore, 119 South Main Street f

Friday, Aug. 23, 9:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m., T.J. Mulligans,
Cordova, with band ___ ,
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Kathy Mattea to perform live at MBG

 

Live at the Garden: A Summer Concert Series, welcomes

Kathy Mattea with the Memphis Symphony Orchestra to the

grounds of The Memphis Botanic Garden, located at 750 Cherry

Road in Audubon Park, on Friday, Aug. 23, at 8 p.m. The gates

open at 5 p.m.

Mattea, who flavors her country with folk and bluegrass,

took a slow steady ride up the charts beginning with her 1984

singles "Street Talk" and "Someone Is Falling In Love" placing

in the Top 30 and her 1985 single, "He Won‘t Give In" moving

into the Top 25. Her third album, Walk the Way the Wind Blows,

produced the beginning of her Top 10 hits, including "Love At

The Five & Dime," "Walk The Way The Wind Blows," "You‘re

The Power" and "Train Of Memories." And in 1987, she made

it to the top with her No. 1 hits, "Goin‘ Gone" and "Eighteen

Wheels And A Dozen Roses."

For more information or tickets, which range in price from $25

to $65, go online to LiveAtTheGarden.com or call (901) 685—1566.
 

Advertise in Family & Friends

Call (901) 682—2669 or email us at

FamilyMag@aol.com

 
 

 

 

As other denominations

tell you, "No,"

we continue to proclaim

a joyous "YES!"

First Congregational

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

An Open andAffirming Church

welcoming all the children ofGod

into a community offaith and Spirit!

 

We‘re in the Cooper—Young neighborhood!

1000 South Cooper

Worship at 10:30 on Sunday mornings

www.firstcongo.com
   
 

 

BOGIE‘S

DELICATESSEN

2098 LaSalle

Memphis, TN 38104

(901) 272—0022

Featuring Boar‘s Head meats & cheeses

Hours

7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday — Friday

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday

 



Page 34 EAMILY andfriends
August 2002

 

QTRAIGI'I‘I' UP put not straight 
 

 

Dear Straight Up,
I have been in a relationship for two years now. Last week

my boyfriend told me he didn‘t want to be in a relationship
anymore. We just bought a house together and have been
struggling financially. He said he wanted to live separately,
but still see each other. A few days later, he said the problem
was he felt he needed more space and freedom to see his
friends. He claimed he didn‘t really want to break up. So we
 
Looking for the perfect house?
Move Right In This Private Area With

Wooded Backyard in Cordova!

 

8383 Wind River Circle South in River Ridge
Offered at only $135,900

3 Bedrooms « 2 Bathrooms « Den/Great Room
with Fireplace « Large Eat—In Kitchen « 2—Gar

Garage « Luxury Master Bath with Jacuzzi Tub,
Separate Large Shower, Double Vanity and

Ceiling Fan « All On One Level
This lovely, well—maintained home is located

in a quite neighborhood with one entrance; The
den/great room, master bedroom and master‘
bathroom have vaulted ceilings; Has security
doors and a monitored security system; New

paint in master bedroom and master bathroom;
Beautifully landscaped.

FOR SALE BY OWNER (will co—op)
Call (901) 487—2227 or (901) 754—7515

  
  

 

  

 

By J. Suane Wiuson, MS, NCC, LPCC

agreed we‘d try that. Next day, he changed his mind again.
That, of course, made it harder for me. I love him and don‘t
want to break up. Now he wants to live together with sepa—
rate bedrooms during the week and sleep together as lovers
on the weekend. I am so confused. Part of me wants to tell
him I think he‘s selfish, and to forget it. But there is this small
part of me that wants to go ahead and do what he wants, be—
cause some is better than none. What should I do?
Am I being Dumped?
Dear Dumped Half—Way,
Are you sure he‘s not also involved with someone else? When

someone wants one thing one day and something else the next,
the erratic behavior often occurs because that person is simul—
taneously checking out someone else. If that‘s the case, then I
would advise you not to take your friend‘s offer, since it cer—
tainly isn‘t what you want, and is likely to hurt a lot over time.
How old is he? If he‘s still in his 20s, perhaps he just isn‘t

ready for the stability of living together in a house. Of course,
this would be an unfortunate time to realize that, now that
you‘ve already bought one together. Financial problems always
cause stress on a relationship. However, people who love one
another and want to make the relationship work know that it
will never go perfectly and they work harder during such stress—
ful times.

Are you the first long—term relationship he‘s had? Perhaps
he has some discomfort with relationships in general, or where
he fits into the heterosexual/homosexual world. If it‘s not an—
other person and not a maturity problem, then there must be
something bothering him about relationships in general, or his

relationship with you.
It‘s important that you find outwhat the problem is, so you

can decide what to do about it, and if things don‘t work out, so
‘ you can get closure. Most people need"more emotional and fi—
nancial stability to feel comfortable with someone. When a part—

ner is changing their mind exery day, it can be very unsettling.
I wouldencourage you to ask your friend to see a therapist .

with you to work on these issues. Ask around and try to find
someone who is experienced in working with gay/lesbian

couples. If your beau refuses to accompany you, go by your—
self. At the very least, you‘ll have someone you can talk to on a
regular basis to help you wade through your feelings and ex—

~ plore your options.
If you aren‘t going to stay together, then your friend should

figure out a way to contribute, so you aren‘t stuck with trying

to keep up the mortgage payments yourself. Perhaps he can
interview prospective tenants and rent his half of the house to

someone you find acceptable. See if there‘s a roommate loca—
tor service in your town, where you can be introduced to a

compatible roommate looking for a home. I have seen such

See Straight Up, page 35
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Straight Up

CIP from page 34 CRISIS CENTER

services do much better than I would have thought, and it

could help solve your financial problems without uprooting

you all over again.
I‘m sorry you‘re hurting. I know this must be very dif—

ficult for you, however, finding a solution,. or even clo—

sure, is never easy.

24—hour telephone hotline

(901) 274—7477

 
J. Shane Wilson has a master‘s degree in the counseling field from

The University of Memphis. He presently is a Licensed Professional

ll

ans MAsSAGE me

Counselor in Kentucky and is the executive director of a residential

treatment facility, located in Louisville. The opinions expressed are BY

not necessarily those of the magazine. For serious problems, seek pro—

fessional help. Send questions to Family & Friends, P.O. Box 771948,

Memphis, TN 38177—1948, or e—mail them to FamilyMag@aol.com. T f

ONLINE at NATIONALLY CERTIFIED MASSAGE THERAPISTVisit Family & Friends

f I f 761—7977 IN/OUT CALLS
familyandfriendsmagazing.com ¥ GIFT CERTIFICATES 
 

   

  
Furr—Service RestauRANTS

East e 717 N. White Station (901—685—5404)
Downtown e 87 S. Second Street (901—522—0011)

West Memphis e 3600 E. Broadway (870—735—6466)
Quick—Serve Restaurant

East » 2841 S. Perkins Road (901—363—8118)
_AutRestaurants Openat11 a.m.Dany__
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MONDAY &

WEDNESDAY

$4° — 8 p.m.

\&"L
to close

The “Monkey” Ts BACKI
Monday — Thursday 11 p.m. to midnight
FOOD — NO MUSIC — FOOD — T—shirts for sale — FOOD

Sunday Night SEX SHOW_ '

 

   
  
   
  
     

      

  

 

  

 

 

 

  
  
  

  

   

DOUBLE TROUBLE
August 3 « August 24 — August 31 — 9 p.m. to midnight /%
CAROL PLUNK  

  

  

  

KARAOKE
Fridays August 2 — August 9 — August 16 —August 30 — 8 p.m. until ?

® Parios ArE OPEN Front, Back & Sipe @
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Enjoy jazz in Smokey

Joe‘s Cafe at Playhouse

Smokey Joe‘s Cafe: The Music of Leiber & Stoller will be staged at

Playhouse on the Square, 51 South Cooper, Aug. 9 to Sept. 15.

In 1950, two 17 year—old New Yorkers met coincidentally on

the west coast and started playing around on the piano together.

Each possessing a love for classic Rhythm & Blues, the young

duo created unforgettable R&B melodies that, through their

brilliant transformation, appealed to an entire nation, making

the team some of the most influential songwriters of the cen—

tury. During the ‘50s and ‘60s, with hits like "Hound Dog,"

"Yakety Yak," "Love Potion Number 9," "Jailhouse Rock" and,

of course, "Smokey Joe‘s Cafe," Jerry Leiber and Mike Stoller

virtually defined the genre that become known as rock and roll.

In this glitzy Broadway re—working of some of Leiber &

Stoller‘s greatest hits, Smokey Joe‘s Cafe stays true to its roots

and rocks the audience through funny, rousing and even touch—

ing moments, giving a glimpse into the glorified world of

smokey jazz that once took an entire nation by storm and ef—

fects our lives still today.

Smokey Joe‘s Cafe is directed and choreographed by New York

guest artist, Kevin P. Hill. The cast includes Michael Detroit, Shani

Alexander, Katie Deal, Christina Ames, Carmen Jones, Daryl

Minefee, Vonzel Reynolds, Horace Smith and Darius Wallace.

Showtimes for Smokey Joe‘s Cafe are 8 p.m. Thursdays to Sat—

urdays and 2 p.m. on Sundays. The Pay—What—You—Can perfor—

mance is set for Wednesday, Aug. 14, at 8 p.m. Tickets are $28

for adults, $18 for seniors, $16 for students and military per—

sonnel and $12 for children.

For more information or to make reservations, call the Play—

house on the Square Box Office at (901) 726—4656.

 

   

Castmembrs of SmokeyJoe‘s Cafe lclude Carmen Joe,

Katie Deal, Shani Alexander and Michael Detroit, all

pictured.
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Dear Hi GoreEous,

I Hap A One—NicHt Stanp

Recenty Anp I Think Ive

CaucHt Craes. I‘m

Mortiriep, WHat Snau I Do?

— Itching In Miptown

Dear ItcHine In Miptown,

DON‘T CALL US ... WE

ONLY DO HAIR!

 HI GORGEOUS

INC.

INNOVATIVE HAIR DESIGN

 

1/2 orf YOUR FIRST VISIT

FOR ANY HAIR SERVICE

REG. PRICE HAIR CUTS STARTING At $20.00

14727 MADISON @ McNEIL

201—726—27171

WALK—IN‘S WELCOME
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FAMILY ALBUNM

   

     

Jay and Adam at Backstreet “I“ & Anal“ Around ann

of
to

pf

di

al

fu

I1

V

% v

2 , — | C

Odie at Metro ; %

| C

1

\ 1
asey and Will at Backstreet

 
bFour guys just hangln’ out at The Jungle. ‘

Dennis and Ray at Metro Mike and Zackat Metro

 

 

Byron at Backstreet

  
 

i KE ._. sis & —a Shooting pool at Backstreet are Angie, Stephanie
Out at The Jungle are Michael, Pat, Mark and Michael. and Tammy.
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Study on women‘s health 

 

 

 

Lesbian drinking

habits to be examined

Aresearcher at the University of Illinois at Chicago College
of Nursing has launched a longitudinal study of lesbian health
to examine drinking habits and effects in gay women.

The study will examine the changes, during a three—year
period, in participants‘ patterns of drinking, including
drinking levels, heavy episodic drinking and intoxication,
and the factors that influence those changes. This study is
funded by a four—year, $1.5 million grant from the National
Institutes of Health.

"Understanding factors that increase or buffer lesbians‘ risk
will permit the development of more culturally relevant pre—
vention and intervention strategies," said Tonda Hughes, asso—
ciate professor of nursing at UIC and the study‘s principal in—
vestigator. An expert on lesbian health and on women and ad—
diction, Hughes has been studying women‘s drinking behav—
ior for 15 years.

"Although it is assumed that lesbians are at heightened
risk for alcohol—related problems, very few studies have ad—
dressed risk and protective factors," Hughes said. "More—
over, few studies have included comparison groups of het—
erosexual women."

Hughes will draw her conclusions from a sample of 450 les—
bians in the Chicago area, who range in age from 18 to 84; more
than half are women of color.

All of the women were interviewed as part of an earlier study
Hughes conducted on lesbians‘ health and life experiences. In
that study, Hughes examined rates of drinking, drinking pat—
terns and drinking—related problems, as well as behavioral prob—
lems and adverse health effects related to drinking. Hughes will
interview the women again in three years to assess changes in
their drinking patterns.

Hughes will compare the group with heterosexual urban and
suburban women included in the National Study of Health and
Life Experiences of Women, a 20—year longitudinal study of more
than 1,600 women in the United States.

"Many of the early studies of lesbians‘ and gay men‘s drink
ing used samples recruited from gay bars, so it‘s not surprising
that these studies found high rates of alcohol abuse and alco—
holism," Hughes said.

Preliminary results of Hughes‘ earlier study suggest that les—
bians who drink do so at levels similar to those of heterosexual
women. However, lesbians appear more likely to have been
treated for alcohol—related problems or to be in recovery. In ad—
dition, lesbians report high rates of some risk factors, such as
depression, that may increase their overall risk for heavy drink—
ing or drinking—related problems.

"Continued research will not only provide greater insight
into the factors that increase or decrease lesbians‘ drinking but
help us understand how lesbians‘ drinking and their health
changes over time," Hughes said. "This is an important step in
filling the knowledge gap about lesbian health."

 

 

 

St. Patrick‘s Invitational

Tournament

Invites you to

An Evening of

Comedy With

AMY BOYD

 

Sunday, Aug. 4

8 p.m.

Casablanca

2865 Walnut Grove Road

Tickets: $15 each

Tickets are available in advance at

INZ & OUTZ CARDS & GIFTS

553 South Cooper
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Editor‘s Note: The views and opinions expressed in all Letters To The

Editor published by Family & Friends are the views and opinions of the

respective author of the letter and not necessarily those of the magazine.

 

Letters To The Editor of Family& Friends

Reader warns of impact of printing hearsay

Dear Editor,

The July 2002 articles written about the fallout out between

former MGLCC Vice President Darren Burns and the Board of

MGLCC left me disappointed in your publication. First, there

was very little effort to redact any of the material published

about the affair. Second, my reading of the material indicated a

"rush to press" that makes the magazine seem like a gossip rag.

While much of the material you published was factual, some

of it was hearsay. When you present facts and hearsay in the

same column, it makes it harder to distinguish between the two.

This kind of reporting style demeans the journalistic profes—

sion and the community your magazine reports on.

I favor open and honest reporting of events that considers

all sides, but I found the articles to be incendiary, irresponsible,

and potentially divisive for the gay community. I would expect

a monthly news magazine to be more thoughtful about the kind

of stories it publishes. In the future, please consider the impact

that publishing hearsay has on your magazine and the com—

 

munity you are trying to report on. It may increase your read—

ership, but I would argue that it lowers community respect for

your publication.

Jonathan Cole

Co—Convenor and Editor of On the Bluffs

Integrity—Memphis

FOR O UR ENTIRE C OM MUV NIT Y

 

NAéHVJLLE‘s GAY & LESBIAN DEFARTT STORE
1709 Church St Nashville TN 37203
Phone 615—340—0034 Fax 615—320—3285

 

Has Old “Time Religion

ShutYou
Out?

 

   

 

AtHoly Trinity Community Church we know what that
experience is all about. There is no need to be
pretensious here. We don‘t care how much you make,
where you live or what your sexual orientation is. We
know that church is more than endless debates on who
is "in" and who is "out." It‘s about trusting in God‘s
leading for our lives. At Holy Trinity you will meet real
people who are building a community of faith. We
feature good music, casual environment and relevant
preaching. Join us this Sunday and see for yourself how
people like you have renewed their faith. Religion isn‘t
a dirty word anymore. ‘

Holy Trlnltyfommunlty Church

The Rev. T1mothy Meadows,MDiv., Pastor

MEET WITH US: TALK TO Us:
Phone: (901) 320—9376

E—mail:
HTCCMemphis@aol.com

 

3430 Summer Ave.
_.] (between Highland &

National)
Chat: HTCC—

Sunday: 9:00 a.m. & Memphis@yahoogroups.com

11:00 a.m.
Wednesday: 7:00 p.m.

|

Website:
www.holytrinitymemphis.org
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Playwright‘s Forum

to stage 2 one—acts

The Playwright‘s Forum will present two one—act plays

Thursdays to Saturdays, Aug. 1 to 17, at TheatreWorks, 2085

Monroe, behind Overton Square. Both plays were written by

Memphis playwrights.

Upright Position, written by Natalie N.A. Parker—Lawrence

and directed by Michelle Foshee, is a play about a wonderful

chance meeting between two unlikely and not always likeable

women in the Memphis International Airport. The play opens

with Vaseline Love (Carole Rowland), an old African—Ameri—

can woman who is in the early stages of Alzheimer‘s disease.

She lives at the airport, dodging airport security, taking hand—

outs and talking to the air or the next person who walks up.

Sarah (Leigh Ann Evans), a very pregnant 40 year—old white

woman, waiting to board the next plane to Charlotte, N.C., is

leaving her married lover of 20 years. During the course of the

play, the two women unwillingly divulge the secrets of their

lives and impart wisdom through humor and argument.

The Realist, written by Charles Turner and directed by Carol

Perel, examines the life ofJan (Laurie Cook McIntosh), a middle—

aged housewife who is imprisoned by fear to the point that she

will not leave the house, much less her chair. Her husband,

Zachary, arranges for Jan‘s sister, Shelton (Emily Peckham) to

stay with Jan while he is away on business. Shelton assumes

she can bring Jan around with understanding, patience and a

positive attitude. When Zachary returns things are not the same

with him either.

All shows begin at 8 p.m. Tickets are $8 for adults and $6 for

students and seniors.

For reservations or more information, call (901) 725—2040.

 

 

 

Larry Timmerman Bill Johns

Antique Parehouse #Alall

2563 Summer Avenue
Memphis, TN 38112

(901) 323—0600

Members of American Cut Glass Association
We Buy and Sell Estates

auntigmem@aol.com
We Do Internet Consignments

  

 

 

meridian

You wouldn‘t operate your business without a phone.

Why are you doing it without a web site?

Your competition has one. Why don‘t you?

Design, hosting, administration — we do it all and have been since
1994. We provide web services that won‘t break the bank!

www.MeridianMG.net — (601) 936—7650

Contact Us Today!
    

The Circuit Playhouse

July 26 — August 25

901—726—4656
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byLam Medallion

Dear Lam,

I haveknownI was a lesbian since I was

13 years old and I have always been
drawn to butch women. I dated for several

years and have had two other long—term re—
lationships, but none compare to my rela—
tionship with Toni. Toni and I have been in

a relationship for six years. We own a home
together and love each other dearly.

During these six wonderful years, our
love has grown stronger as our lives have

grown closer. Recently, Toni has been ex—
amining her male side, and liking it. Fact
is, she wants to start taking testosterone

shots. She said she feels far more complete
when she is allowed to express her male
side. She has been talking to a counselor

and the counselor said if she feels like she
is more male, she should explore that.

Lam, all of this scares me. I love
women, not men. I love Toni. I know she
is not considering surgery at this point,
but where will the line be drawn? I‘ve

heard the results of "T" can be alarming.
The beard doesn‘t bother me so much as
the anger levels I‘ve heard about and the

change in personality. What should I do?
Don‘t Want to Be a Hetero

Dear Lady—Lover,
W ow. What can I say? This is

awfully complicated and very
serious, isn‘t it? A couple of

things do come to mind, however.

Back in my youth when I first em—
barked on an operatic career, I would of—
tentimes be cast in what was referred to

as "pants—roles." My big break came at the

Bel Canto Opera Theatre of Skokie, IIL,
where I had much success as Cherubino
in Mozart‘s The Marriage ofFigaro. Appar—

ently, I was so convincing as the pageboy,
that some of the crew at the theater mis—

took me for a real man.
This frightened me. I don‘t know why,

but I became terribly frightened. It made
me so uncomfortable that I began to play
Cherubino terrifically glamorized com—
plete with false eyelashes and a push—up

bra. I think I became a trendsetter, as all

subsequent Cherubinos play it exactly the
same way.

Initially, I enjoyed being a butch little
page. I think the joy of the experience first
stated waning when the make—up de—

signer started hitting on me. His name,
incidentally, also was Tony. I thought
Tony was just a cute young fellow. He

would always have a pot of tea brewing
and he would really take his time with

making me look like a boy. It started with

the binding of the breasts, which was no
small feat given the ampleness of my bo—
som, followed by padding of the waist to
fill out my small, curvy waistline. Then

came the actual make—up, adding a five
o‘clock shadow and thickening of my

perfectly arched eyebrows, squaring up
my jaw line and sinking in my eyes. I ac—
tually looked like a young Marlon Brando
when all was complete.

Tony began to make the transforma—
tion an even longer and more involved

process, spending an awful lot of care in
the binding of the breasts, and suggest—
ing the use of a prosthesis to give the illu—

sion of male genitalia in my tight velvet
knickers. I became moresand more

alarmed about Tony‘s fascination with me
and his obsession with gender—bending.

What I soon learned was that Tony was
not the customary, pansy—type, make—up

artist I regularly encountered in such
places. I discovered, pyrely by accident,
that Tony was not a he, but—rather, a she.

This really caused much alarm. I became
incredibly confused. Here was a person I
thought to be a man, seeing me perfectly

naked, touching and stuffing my heaving
bosom into a flattening corset. I always
found a following in young homosexual

men,; I just assumed Tony was one and
the same. Do you hear what I‘m telling

you, darling?

Well, it didn‘t take me long to figure
out what was going on. I remember the

exact day when Tony started sprouting

facial hair, her voice changed and she be—
came frighteningly aggressive. After a

two—month hiatus, I returned having put
on some weight, and Tony had difficultly
getting my breasts bound and became

very rough with me, pushing and pull—
ing to get me into my corset. And that

voice. Talk about your Bea Arthur being

a baritone. Forget about it. This dame
made Bea seem as much a soprano as
Deanna Durbin. And all of this hair. It was

everywhere. On her hands, face, arms and
even on her shirt. Everywhere. To be hon—
est, it was freaking me out and I started

drinking to calm my nerves. It was a hor—
rible vicious cycle. I had to do something
about it. So I did.

I stiffened my nerves with a double—
shot of Jack Daniels and marched into the

office of the make—up supervisor and de—

manded a new regular, gay, male make—
up artist to work on me. When I told her
of Tony‘s culpable behavior, the supervi—

sor just laughed. She explained that Tony
had laryngitis and had been working in
the wig department, thus the hair down

the front of her shirt. When I questioned
her aggression corseting me, she told me

that wardrobe had sent the wrong under—
garments to my dressing room; they be—

longed to the soprano playing Susanna, a
very skinny and unattractive woman, with

a squeaky, inferior voice in most people‘s
opinions, while we‘re on the subject.

Well, after jumping to a very wrong

conclusion, I learned two very important
lessons about gender and sexuality and I‘ll
pass these lessons on to you. One: Always

make‘Sure your make—up artist is a proper

sWishy,effeminate sissy. They will always
make you as glamorous as possible, ap—

propriate to your character or not. And
two: Don‘t try to pack 10 pounds of sau—

sage into the corset of an underfed, under—
nourished, skin and bone soprano. Do you
hear what I‘m telling you, darling?
Love, Lam
 

Got a question for Lam? Write to Lam
Medallion c/o Family & Friends, P.O.
Box 771948, Memphis, TN 38177—1948

or, if you wish, email your question to
FamilyMag@aol.com and use "Ask Lam" in
the subject line. Lam‘s column is meant for

entertainment purposes only.
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information, call (800) WIN—4—WIN.

It‘s going to be a "grand" time in Tunica when the legendary

Wynonna takes the stage of the Grand Casino Tunica Event

Center Friday, August 2, at 8 p.m. Tickets to see Wynonna

are $29.95 and $24.95 and are on sale at Grand. For more
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it‘s been said that we are crazy at Prescott, because
of the stances we take and our proud tradition

of welcoming everyone, regardless of race, sexual, or
political orientation. It‘s been said that Jesus was crazy too and

we always try to do our very best to follow Him.
If you‘ve been looking for a church that‘s radically different,

with an active mission to explore compassion, peace, justice
and the love of Christ, come see what all the craziness is about!

 

499 Patterson St. at Mynders,
across from U of M

9:30 Sunday School 10:45 Worship
901—327—8479

www.prescottchurch.org

 

 

 

FAMILY acfriends

[Aug. 9 —Sept 15

Playhouse on the Squdre °|

(901) 726—4656 |
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| Buying or selling 7
| real estate may be
one of the most
important financial

| decisions of your

e e .com

Broker, Owner, MBA

377*1057

gmx@aol.com of
glenn@glennmoore.com

  

 

   

  

 

i Hife. You will be in

Memphis—area
experience.
Listening to your
needs, | will skillfully
guide you through
the process.
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By RexWocxkner

"When you‘re growing up as a

homosexual in the Catholic Church,

the mechanism of sin and guilt is

actually something that drives one

towards promiscuity. Because the

Catholic Church has no middle way.

It‘s either you‘re a sinner or you‘re a

saint. ... I feel that celibacy is a thing

... it hasn‘t worked in the priesthood,

after all —I don‘t see how it‘s going

to work for the man on the street. It‘s

hard enough to convince the man on _

the street to use a condom, let alone g

be celibate. ... Most of us men spend

a lot of our lives with our brains

lodged in the heads of our penises,

and that‘s just a reality."

— Gay movie star Rupert Everett speaking at the 14th In—

ternational AIDS Conference in Barcelona, July 11.

Photo by Rex Wockner

Rupert Everett

"To me, the lesbian butch is the sexiest thing imaginable be—

cause she is so defiant of culture and so defiant of the world in

her sexuality and in her strength and, to me, that‘s really heal—

ing. So when I make a joke about ‘I want a woman who looks

like John Goodman,‘ the audience is so taken aback, because

it‘s such an off image of what a (sexy) woman should look like,

but to me, that‘s extraordinarily sexy."

— Comedian Margaret Cho to Curve magazine, August issue.

"The most absurd part of my escape from the unjust system

(of then Communist Czechoslovakia) is that I have exchanged

one system that suppresses free opinion for another. The Repub—

licans in the United States manipulate public opinion and sweep

any controversial issues under the table. It‘s depressing. Deci—

sions in America are based solely on the question of ‘how much

money will come out of it‘ and not on the questions of how much

health, morals or the environment suffer as a result."

— Martina Navratilova to the German newspaperDie Zeit,

June 26.

"You don‘t always have to say things to have anImpact
Apparently the sight of me and my boyfriend holding hands at E
the Oscars quite caught people‘s eye. In regard to its impact, it
was thought to be almost as good as an openly gay man getting
an Oscar."
— Sir Ian McKellen to the San Francisco Chronicle, June 27.

"You just wish sometimes that the (Catholic) Church pro—
tected children as much as it protects fetuses."
— Lesbian comedian Kate Clinton writing in The Progres—

sive, July issue.

   

 

 

"I am definitely not anti—American, how could I be? I have
been in love with a Texan (partner Kenny Goss) for six years."
— George Michael in a July 5 press statement. The ani—

mated video for Michael‘s new single, "Shoot The Dog," has
been denounced by some as anti—American. Among other
things, it portrays George W. Bush as an imbecile and por—
trays Bush and British Prime Minister Tony Blair as lovers.
The video will not be released in the U.S. but, with a high—
speed Internet connection, you can watch it online at
www.mty.co.uk.

"If anyone knows bare—chested, muscle—bound men in tight—
fitting shorts, it‘s George Michael, which probably helps explain
how the singer got a leg up on the job of writing the theme song
for the 2004 Olympic Games."
— RollingStone.com, July 20. The 2004 Olympic Games

are being held in Greece. Michael, whose real name is
Georgios Kyriacos Panayiotou, is of Greek descent.

"Most of the people who think of themselves as gay leaders
in this country, other (gays) never heard of."
— Author, psychotherapist and L.A. Gay and Lesbian Com—

munity Services Center co—founder Betty Berzon to the Los
Angeles Times, July 18.

"We had a beautiful dream, but it‘s fading{fast. In the 30 years
since the first (British) Gay Pride march, there has been a mas—
sive retreat from the ideals and vision of the early gay libera—
tion pioneers. Most gay people, no longer question the values,
laws and institutions of mainstream society. They are content
to settle for equal rights within the status quo. It was not al—
ways like this. The first Gay Priderssaw the family as ‘a patri—
archal prison that enslaves women,gays and children.‘ Three
decades later, the themg.is: ‘We are family: partnership and
parenting rights now!‘ The focus on safe, cuddly issues such as
gay marriage and adopt1on shows how gays are increasingly
reluctant to rock the boat and more thanhappy to embrace tra—

ditional heterosexual aspirations."
— British gay activist/journalist Peter Tatchell writing in

The Independent, July 6.

_. "Our different desires and identities create twists in our lives
that we navigate without a script and sometimes without per—

mission of parents, the law and society. If you‘re a queer short on
creativity, you might very well grow old without finding a place
for yourself in the world. Happy homos roll up their sleeves and

make a place for themselves. Creative living is a necessity."
— Paul Gallant, features editor at Toronto‘s Xtra!, in a June

27 editorial.

See Quote/Unquote, page 45
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Quote/Unquote

from page 44

"We get over 1,000 emails a week, with pictures. If we like

them, we fly them out. In the interview, we see if we like each

other, take some naked pictures, maybe we‘ll shoot a quick video.

Out of 1,000, one is lucky to have what it takes to be a Falcon

man. You have to have that ‘it.‘ (I) can‘t explain it. The only thing

I can say is thatit‘s a clean man that‘s willing to do dirty things."
Gay? Lesbian? Bisexual?

F i m) d my rl
— John Rutherford, president of the Falcon Studios porn— lls WISSISSIPPI i

video company, to the San Francisco Chronicle, June 28. we‘re here too!
 

....... = 14% at 4C
Quotes compiled by Rex Wockner, who has reported news for the aeuis

gay press since 1985. His work has appeared in more than 200 gay

publications. He has a B.A. in journalism from Drake University,

started his career as a radio reporter, and has written extensively for

the mainstream media as well. Need someone to talk tO?

 

    

 
TENNESSEE DISABILITY INFORMATION &
6. REFERRAL OFFICE e e e L e

John E Kennedy Center, Vanderbilt University

Phone:

_

(615) 322—8529 (Voice) » ($00) 640—INFO (4636) Memphis Area Gay Youth
(615) 343—2958 (TDD) « (800) 273—9595 (TDD) a s

E—mail:

—

carole.moore—slater@vanderbilt.edu Peer support & dlSCUSSlOH gl‘Ollp
Website: http:/www.vanderbilt.edu/kennedy/findse.html

This office provides information about disability supports and (901) 335(MAGY

 
 

     
community services available to individuals, families, and agencies in TN.
 
   

 

 

  

   

  

  

    
 

 

  

InTRopuction to

Sovare Dancemé

  

" (near The University of

Memphis)

FREE‘

For more information, call (901) 438—2427   
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BARS& CLUBS

   

Metro Memphis

1349 Autumn Street

(901) 274—8010

AN—Cognito

338 S. Front @ Vance

(901) 523—0599

Backstreet Memphis

2018 Court Street

(901) 276—5522

Crossroads

1278 Jefferson

(901) 276—8078

A Crossroads 2

111 North Claybrook

(901) 276—8078

One More

2117 Peabody

(901) 278—MORE

J—Wags

1268 Madison Avenue

(901) 725—1909

AThe Pumping Station

1382 Poplar Avenue

(901) 272—7600

‘fi Casablanca

2865 Walnut Grove Road

(901) 323—6386

The Jungle

1474 Madison Avenue

(901) 278—4313

Kennady‘s Sue—She Bar

1464 Bartlett Road"

(901) 386—6096

(not on map)

A Lorenz/Aftershock

1528 Madison Avenue

(901) 274—8272

Madison Flame

1588 Madison Avenue

(901) 278—9839

Cafe Ole

2127 Young Avenue

(901) 274—1504

® Cafe Society
212 North Evergreen
(901) 722—2177
(Reservations suggested)

lilly‘s dimsum thensome
903 South Cooper
(901) 276—9300

Melange
948 South Cooper
(901) 276—0002

Molly‘s La Casita Mexican Restaurant
2006 Madison Avenue
(901) 726—1873

Buns on the Run £,
2150 Elzey Avenue "%
(901) 278—BUNS §

O
—
0
O
0

0

RP Tracks
3547 Walker Street
(901) 327—1471

Pas 

 
MEMPHIS THEATERS

  

 

RESTAURANTS
   

Twain‘s (Inside Sam‘s Town Tunica) 4
(800) 456—0711
(Reservations suggested)

Bogie‘s Delicatessen
2098 LaSalle Place (behind Paulette‘s)
(901) 272—0022

v
CircuitfiPlayhouse ©

1705 Poplar Avenue S% x

Playhouse on the Square

51 South Cooper

2085 Monroe Avenue

 

  
GLBT RETAILERS
 

INZ & OUTZ CARDS & GIFTS

553 South Cooper + (901) 728—6535

e Emerald Theatre Company
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\GLSEN to hold 6th teaching convention

The Gay Lesbian and Straight Education Network (GLSEN)

will hold its 6th annual "Teaching Respect for All" convention

Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 4 to 6, in Los Angeles, Calif.

The conference is a chance for students, teachers, parents

and community activists to come together to continue GLSEN‘s

goal that every student gets respect, regardless of sexual orien—

tation or gender identity/expression.

The Open Plenary on Friday, Oct. 4, will present legislators,

activists and educators who have won concrete victories and

put ideas into action in our schools.

Six full—day institutes also will be offered on Friday, each led

by national experts and/or seasoned activists. The institutes

include "Creating and Maintaining Diverse Organizations,"

"LGBT Educators and Empowerment," "Transgender Mind,

Body, Spirit," "Responding to the Right Wing," "Student Orga—

nizing Institute: GSAS (GayStraight Alliances) that Work to End

Name—Calling" and "Working With(in) Multiple Communities:

Our Racial/Sexual/Gender Identities."

On Saturday, Oct. 5, more than 70 workshops, clinics and

networking sessions, delivered and facilitated by experts in a

variety of fields will be available. On Saturday night, the GLSEN

Homecoming Party and Dance will be held for individuals ages

23 years and younger.

On Sunday, Oct. 6, the morning‘s schedule will include two

workshop sessions and one clinic session, which will be fol—

lowed by the 2002 Pathfinder Awards Ceremony and Brunch.

The Pathfinder Award honors individuals and organizations

that have blazed new trails in the fight against anti—LGBT bias

in our nation‘s K—12 schools.

Conference fees range from $99 to $229. The Los Angeles

Airport Mariott is GLSEN‘s official conference hotel and offers

complimentary shuttle service to the Los Angeles International

Airport. The hotel is offering a special $89 rate (for single or

double occupancy room) for conference attendees. USAirways

is the official air carrier for "Teaching Respect for All 2002."

GLSEN is the largest national network of parents, students,

educators and others working to end anti—LGBT bias in K—12

schools. Established nationally in 1995, the organization has

become one of the nation‘s leading voices for equality and safety

in America‘s educational systems.

For more information, visit GLSEN‘s website at

www.glsen.org, call (212) 727—0135 or write GLSEN, 121 W. 27th

Street, Suite 804, New York, NY 10001.

Read FAMILY andfriends MAGAZINE

MEMPHIS‘S ONLY GLBT MAGAZINE

 

 

Platinum Jewelers

596 S5. Perkins Ext. Suite 302

Oak Hall Building

(901) 680—0020 .
\0
&

% q

  

 

 
   

Hollice

Johnson

Beauty

Salon

 

 

  

 

1914 Poplar

<in the beautiful Parkview

901—722—4306

901—725—4606
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Affiliate Broker

Member of:

Pride Real

Estate

Professionals

. REAL ESTATE
€» PROFESSIONALS

Buying??? Selling??? Relocating???ying £ &

nton@mi

I want to put my expertise to work for

you and the community

YOU are my speciality!

1908 Exeter Rd. # 2 Germantown, In 38138

(901) 753—7222 / 428—8511 Cell
   

POTSTICKERS « WONTONS — SPRING ROLLS « HOT & SOUR Soup —

903 South Cooper

s Memphis, TN
" * 27b—4300

dilmlum
ienjome.
Asian Bistro

"BEST NEW RESTAURANT, BEST ©
DESSERT, BEST BUSINESS LUNCH"—TOP 3 MEMPHIS FLYER BEST OF MEMPHIS

 
 

 Book a Wine & Food Dinner, Dinner with the
Chef or Private Cooking Class for your office,
book club, dinner group or friends & family.   

Dine in, Delivery, Carry—out
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS — MONDAY — FRIDAY11:30 AM — 2 PMSUNDAYS — ALL YOU CAN EAT DIM SUMNOON — 8 PMMONDAYS — ALL ASIAN BEERS — $2.25
OPEN MON — THURS 11:30 AM — 10 PM — FRI & SAT11:30 AM —11 PM — SUNDAYS — NOON — 8 PM
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GCT to hold auditions
for Pack OfLies

The Germantown Community Theatre, located at 3037 For—est Hill—Irene Road, will hold open auditions on Sunday, Aug.11, at 2 p.m. and on Monday, Aug. 12, at 7 p.m. for Pack of Liesby Hugh Whittemore.Directed by Marler Stone, Pack of Lies, which is set for Jan. 15to Feb. 2, 2003, is the story of two couples, one British and onesupposedly Canadian, who become friends in a quiet neigh—borhood in the early ‘60s. One day a government employeeshows up and asks one of the couples to begin spying on theother couple. The play concentrates on the tensions and trau—mas this unsavory arrangement creates.The cast of characters includes Bob Jackson (40+), BarbaraJackson (40+), Julie Jackson (15+), Helen Kroger (40+), PeterKroger (40+), Thelma (30+) and Sally (30+).For more information, call Germantown Community The—atre at (901) 754—2680.
Unity in

Community

 

 
American Tuxedo

   

* Free Groom‘sTuxedo Program
e Over 180 Styles

Available

Discounts on
Invitations

Open Evenings
and Sundays

Best Place in
Town ...
Guaranteed!

www.americantuxedos.com

+4730 Riverdale

(across from Wal—Mart)

901—753—8897 901—761—2848

4722 Poplar Avenue
(next to Sekisui)
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kabafet & Bistro

2865 Walnut GroveRoad— (901)323—6386

CATIA LEE LOVE Ms. Gay America 2000

Saturday, August 10, at I1 p.m.

If you missed her last time, don‘t make the same

mistake twice!

  

  

  

I The Return of Florida‘s own KIM ROSS
Ms. Sunshine State & Ms. Gulf Coast
with TY NOLAN, former Mr. Universe, & his lifesize puppet, Ross

4 Saturday, August 17, at 11 p.m.

Don‘t

forget! Call (901) 323—6386 for reservations

One Talented Woman — Two Incredible quhts'
Drag Olympics An Evening

with with

 

CHARLIE BROWN) CHARLIE BROWN }
Thursday friday

September 5 September 6
9 p.m. I1 p.m. 
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Much—awaited Black Like Usis nowin stores
The long awaited Black Like Us: A Cen—

tury of Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual African
American Fiction, edited by Devon W.
Carbado, Dwight A. McBride and
Donald Weise, was released in July byCleis Press.

The 556—page anthology features fic—
tion by 36 authors from the Harlem Re—
naissance to the post—war period to con—temporary gay life.

Included in the notable list of authors
are James Baldwin, Alice Walker, E. Lynn
Harris, Audre Lorde, April Sinclair,
Langston Hughes and Jacqueline
Woodson, among others.

The work contains three original in—
troductions; 36 author profiles; an exten—
sive bibliography from 100 years of writ—ing, and an index.

"Read? Write? African—Americans are
descendants of people who were forbid—
den, on the penalty of death, to engage in  
Atlanta‘s Black Pride set
for Labor Day Weekend

Atlanta‘s Annual Labor Day Black Gay Pride Celebra—
tion is set for Thursday, Aug. 29, through Monday, Sept. 2.

In the Life Atlanta Inc. is the official organizer of the
nation‘s third largest Black Gay Pride celebration, attract—
ing thousands of visitors from all over the world. The cel—
ebration uses venues throughout the city for events, in—cluding a candlelight vigil, opening reception, workshops,community roundtable, picnic, film and art expo,SpeakFire and, of course, clubs and parties.

The 2nd Annual Stand Up and Represent Black PrideMarch will take place on Monday, Sept. 2.
"On Labor Day in 2001, Atlanta made history by suc—

cessfully holding the first ever Black Pride march," In theLife Atlanta Inc. writes at its website at
www. "A dream realized by Anthony
McWilliams, the pride march was considered an over—
whelming success despite challenges oftime, resources and
weather Over 100 participants, including community lead—
ers, political representatives and the top three mayoral can—
didates, marched from the Georgia State Capitol building
down historic Auburn Avenue to the King Center where a
call to action, to ‘Stand Up and Represent,‘ was put out tothe community from various groups and individuals."

Fordetails of the events, locations and times, go online
to www.inthelifeatl.com or gay—atlanta.com; call In The Life
Atlanta Inc. at (404) 872—6410, or write In The Life Atlanta
Inc., P.O. Box 7206, Atlanta, GA 30357—0206.

 

such pursuits," wrote Evelyn C. White in
the anthology‘s forward. "Then, as now, the

oppressor understood that knowledge
leads the dispossessed to power. That

power is the springboard to freedom. And

most importantly, that freedom can lead to
bliss. That kind of bliss that Langston

Hughes described in ‘Blessed Assurance,‘
his story about the erotic love between two
black men that is made plain in the stained—
glass sanctity of the historic black church."

White notes the release of Black Like Us
coincides with Hugh‘s 100th birthday.

"This landmark volume makes clear,"
White continues, "that while we have of—
ten been forced to traverse ‘the rough side
of the mountain,‘ black queers have never

journeyed alone. Within these pages, read—
ers will discover the history, geography,
hopes and dreams of a people who have

tried to love in the crucible of racism, sex—
ism and homophobia ..."

Beginning with "1900—1950:; The
Harlem Renaissance," samples from the works of each of the
era‘s notable authors flows through the years. The second sec—
tion is "1950—1980:; The Protest Era," followed by "1980—2000:
Coming Out Black, Like Us."

There is no doubt, this anthology belongs on the textbook
and supplemental reading list of every university‘s English
department, as well as African—American Studies and Gay and
Lesbian Studies courses. What‘s more, this anthology is perfect
for every gay queer in America, regardless of color. Where else
can you find a whole bookshelf of the best of the best in Black
Gay Fiction in one book?

Got an idea for

Family & Friends?

Call us at (901) 682—2669 or

e—mail us at Family

 

 

 

"All men are brothers ..."

—JamesArthurBaldwin

Brothers United of Memphis

(901) 849—2569

Asking the divine

Assisting the community

A helping hand to all

srormansunite

MEMPHIS
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FAMILY ALBUM

Black Same—Gender—Loving Community
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    R.J., writer Randall Kenan and Lil
Hardaway = Ms. DiamondCassadine

  

   

  ] Ms. PT.
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Ladybug and Indigo

   Tony at his 28th — &_ ___ s é
birthday party. The Dupree Family of Memphis, Tenn.

 

 



August 2002 FAMILY ancfriends

Nie flupwef

Keshunna Cassadin

of and Club

"I" Peeductiens,

Page 55 ¢

 

 

 

 



 

Page 56 FAMILY andfriends August 2002

We‘re kicking off the season y

a Tony Award winning musi

and a bargain you‘ll tap dance £.

Save up to 43% when yor

buy season tickets today.

You‘ll be in the money. .

  
 

  

 

 

ast 30 — September 22, the "LullabyofBroadmy
‘t got nothinon the sweet sounds of savings.

2002—2009 Lohrey Stage Season

pand Street
Music by Harry Warren, lyrics by

ubin,. book by Michael Stewart
Bramble

 

Act now, 682—8323.

=C" THEATRE MEMPHIS

T HE CTT Y*‘ 5 § T D 5T A GP

 



 

August 2002 FAMURY andfriends
Page 57

E. Lynn Harris to sign new book in Memphis

Noted author E. Lynn Harris will be signing his newest re—

lease, A Love ofMy Own, at Davis Kidd Booksellers, located at

387 Perkins Road Extended in the Poplar PlazaShopping Cen—

ter, on Wednesday, Aug. 8, at 7:30 p.m.

A Love of My Own introduces the reader to Zola Denise

Norwood, a young hot editor—in—chief of Bling Bling —the maga—

zine for people who want everything. Classic Harris character

Raymond Tyler Jr. has just moved to New York to take his new

position as CEO of Bling Bling. Add to the mix John Basil

Henderson and his new lady. As Zola And Raymond search for

a love of their own, several characters from the past make cameo

appearances and round out another E. Lynn Harris classic tale.

Harris was born in Flint,

Mich., and raised in Little

Rock, Ark. He attended the

University of Arkansas at

Fayetteville where he was the

school‘s first black yearbook

editor, the first black male Ra—

zorbacks cheerleader and the

president of his fraternity. He

was graduated with honors

with a degree in journalism.

After 13 years of selling

computers, Harris quit his

sales job to write his first

novel, Invisible Life. Failing to

find a publisher, he published

it himself in 1991, before he

was "discovered" by Anchor

Books, which published Invisible Life as a trade paperback in

1994. Just As IAm was published in 1994, and And This Too Shall

Pass was published in 1996. Harris then moved to Doubleday

Books, where three more books were published: If This World

Were Mine (1997), Abide With Me (1999) and, his newest release,

A Love ofMy Own (2002).

Harris has won numerous accolades and prizes for his work.

In 1996, Just As I Am was awarded Blackboard‘s Novel of the

Year prize. In 1997, If This World Were Mine was nominated for

an NAACP Image Award and won the James Baldwin Award

for Literary Excellence. Abide With Me and Any Way the Wind

Blows also were nominated for NAACP Image Awards.

In 1999, the University of Arkansas honored Harris with a

Citation of Distinguished Alumni for outstanding professional

achievement, and in October 2000, he was inducted into the

Arkansas Black Hall of Fame. Other honors have included the

Sprague Todes Literary Award, the Harvey Milk Honorary Di—

ploma and the Distinguished Alumni Award from the Univer—

sity of Arkansas at Fayetteville.

Harris‘s writing also has appeared in American Visions, Essence,

the Washington Post Sunday Magazine and the award—winning

anthology Brotherman: The Odyssey of Black Men in America. Har—

ris also was recently published in the anthology Black Like Us: A

Century of Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual African American Fiction.

In addition to his publishing pursuits, Harris completed a

screenplay for a remake of the 1970‘s African—American classic

 

E. Lynn Harris

 

film Sparkle (to be produced by

Warner Brothers with Deborah

Martin Chase and Whitney

Houston), and has been tapped

by Fox Television to write the

pilot of a new dramatic series.

Harris‘s booksigning tour

also includes appearances in

Atlanta, Ga., at Outwrite Book—

store and Coffeehouse, located

at 991 Piedmont Avenue, on

Monday, Aug. 5, at 7:30 p.m.;

in Nashville, Tenn., at Davis—

Kidd Booksellers, located at

4007 Hillsboro Road. on

Wednesday, Aug. 7, at 6 p.m.,

and in Little Rock, Ark., at

Pyramid Galleries, located at 500 President Clinton Avenue, on

Friday, Aug. 9, at 6 p.m., and at Barnes & Noble, located at 11500

Financial Center Parkway, at 7 p.m.

Fire & Ink writer‘s festival

to be held in September

Fire & Ink: A Writer‘s Festival for GLBT People of African

Descent will be held at the University of IIlinois—Chicago‘s Chi—

cago Circle Center, located at 730 S. Halsted, Thursday through

Sunday, Sept. 19 to 22.

Fire & Ink will bring together GLBT writers, thinkers, teach—

ers, publishing and other media professionals of African de—

scent to discuss the position and importance of African diasporic

GLBT literature, culture and artistic expression in an effort to

contribute to the development, longevity and professional

growth of our artistic community.

Fire & Ink will offer panel discussions, workshops, readings

by established and emerging GLBT artists of African descent, as

well as other opportunities to network with artists and profes—

sionals from across the nation. Thomas Glave, Fulbright Scholar

and 1997 recipient of the prestigious O. Henry Award for Fiction,

will deliver the keynote address. Presenters will include Samuel

Delany, Keith Boykin, C.C. Carter, Chery] Clarke, Jewelle Gomez,

James Earl Hardy, Dwight A. McBride, Reginald Shepherd,

Pamela Sneed and Marvin K. White, among many others.

Registration is $75 if pre—registered by Aug. 9; $100 thereaf—

ter and onsite. A $50 daily pass also will be offered. To register,

mail your check, payable to Affinity Community Services, and

your contact information to Lisa C. Moore, RO. Box 15571, —

Washington, D.C. 20003.

The following Chicago hotels have arranged special rates

for Fire & Ink conference attendees: Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites,

506 West Harrison St., (312) 957—9100, offers a $129 (single or

double rooms) rate. Quality Inn, 1 Midcity Plaza (Madison at

Halsted,) (312) 829—5000, offers an $89 rate.

For more information, call (202) 452—7440 or email

FireandInk@aol.com.

 

é
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What‘s the Tee, Ladybug?

 

 

The Dupree Family of Memphis held their annual picnic on

June 29; family members from all over the South attended. The

Dupree Family was established in the Bluff City in 1986, with

the head of the family being Neisha Dupree of Atlanta, Ga. The

legendary person for this city is the late Shumeka Dupree who

passed November of 1997. The original Duprees are Derrick

and Ike Dupree. The Ladies of Dupree Inc. was established in

1996, with La and Adajo Dupree.

The Fourth of July weekend in Memphis was buzzing with

excitement as the pageant of Mr. & Mrs. N—Cognito and Ms.

NCognito Plus 2002 got on its way Friday night and ended Sun—

day evening. The chil—ren came from as far as St. Louis, Vir—

ginia, Atlanta and Chicago to compete for those titles. I was not

able to attend the Sunday night event, but the chil—ren tell me

Ms. Stanisha took the crowd not just to church, but to a

pentecostal convention. She caught everyone by storm. Even

the emcee for Saturday night (Dee) had to take a set for a minute

from directing the choir for Ms. Stanisha‘s talent. So, I‘m happy

to inform all of our out—of—town readers that our Memphis ba—

bies won ALL THREE TITLES: Mr. N—Cognito 02—03 Enrigo‘

Sanchez St. James, Ms. N—Cognito 02—03 Stanisha St. James

By Antzony Haronway
  

Dupree and Ms. N—Cognito Plus 2002 Lady Pebbles. Congratu—

late the three of them as you pass by our winners.

Speaking of winners, Mr. Nio Dupree went to Greensville,

S.C., and snatched the title of Mr. Club New Attitude Newcomer

02—03. He and Keshunna Cassadine were crowned the new Mr.

& Ms. Bluff City Newcomer 02—03 of Memphis, the night of July

11th. They also reigned for Mr. & Ms. Black Pride 2002.

Yours truly will be giving up the seat as volunteer coordina—

tor of Brothers United of Memphis chapter this fall.

As founder of Memphis Black Same—Gender—Loving Alliance,

it is time to allow another member of Brothers United to lead and

give us his personal touch to the chapter. I will still be a member

but known as volunteer coordinator emeritus. If interested in run—

ning for volunteer coordinator, please call Founder DwayneJenkins _

at (800) 845—4266, ext. 269. Please note: You must be an active mem— _

ber of the chapter, have attended at least one yearly retreat and _

have previous volunteer hours for the year 2002.

It‘s time for me to sign off. Remember PRIDE is not just

an event that happens once a year, it is something we carry _

with us daily. So, as always, ... "Happy pride," chil—ren, —

"happy pride!" —

 

& ouAre So ,

Missed

SEAN J. STAFFORD

February 16, 1969

notmenssnomansunitzp unitse

MEMPHIS

 

 

  May 18, 2002)
 

~

  

Conqnarula'rlons TO

__ Chicago‘s
Sanford E.
Gaylord
"Thalil" of

Kevin‘sRoom
fame

winner of
___ Windy City Black Pride 2002‘s

‘Derrick Henderson Award
for Outstanding Community Service

 

     |_ Paidfor by "A" Triple "T" Productions, Club
N—Cognito and Memphis Black SGLAlliance    
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BARS

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

BACKSTREET MEMPHIS

2018 Court Street

(901) 276—5522

Fri.—Mon. 8 p.m.—6 a.m.

www.backstreetmemphis.com

CASABLANCA CABARET & BISTRO

2865 Walnut Grove Road * (901) 323—6386

5 p.m. to ? Tues.—Thurs./5 p.m. to 3 a.m. Fri.—Sat./3 p.m. to ? Sun.

Closed on Mondays

CROSSROADS & CROSSROADS 2

1278 Jefferson & 111 North Claybrook

(901) 276—1882

Noon—3 a.m., 7 Days A Week

KENNADY‘S SUE—SHE BAR

1464 Bartlett Road

(901) 386—6096

Friday, 10 p.m. until ?

J—WAG‘S

1268 Madison Avenue

(901) 725—1909

Open 24 Hours A Day, 7 Days A Week

THE JUNGLE

1474 Madison Avenue

(901) 278—4313

2 p.m.—3 a.m., 7 Days A Week

LORENZ/AFTERSHOCK

1528 Madison Avenue

(901) 274—8272

11 a.m.—3 a.m. Mon.—Sat. * noon—? Sun.

MADISON FLAME

1588 Madison Avenue

(901) 278—9839

7 p.m.—3 a.m. Wed., Fri. & Sat./5 p.m.—? Thurs.

METRO MEMPHIS

1349 Autumn Street

(901) 274—8010

6 p.m.—3 a.m. Tues.—Sun.

N—COGNITO

338 South Front @ Vance * (901) 523—0599

10 p.m.—3:30 a.m. Thurs. & Fri.

10 p.m.—5a.m. Sat./10 p:m.—3:30 a.m. Sun.

ONE MORE *

2117 Peabody

(901) 278—MORE (6673)

11 am.—3 a.m. Mon.—Sat./noon—3 a.m. Sun.

THE PUMPING STATION

1382 Poplar Avenue

(901) 272—7600

2 p.m.—3 a.m. 7 Days A Week

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

JACK & JILL‘S

3911 Northview Drive

(601) 982—JACK (5225)

9 p.m.? Fri. & Sat.

JACK‘S CONSTRUCTION SITE

425 North Mart Plaza

(601) 362—3108

5 p.m.—? 7 Days A Week

TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI

RUMORS

637 Highway 145

(662) 891—0761

8 p.m. —1 a.m. Thurs. — Sat.

JACKSON, TENNESSEE

THE OTHER SIDE

3883 Highway 45 North

(901) 668—3749

5 p.m.—midnight Sun.—Thurs.

5 p.m.—3 a.m. Fri./7 p.m.—3 a.m. Sat.

SOCIAL

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

B.G.A.L.A.

(University ofMemphisStudents for Bisexual,Gay&LesbianAssociation)

(901) 678—5719

BGALA is a social, political and eduational organization.

www.people.memphis.edu/~bgala

COTTON PICKIN®" SQUARES—MEMPHIS

(901) 272—2116

Meets Thursday nights at 7:30 p.m. at Prescott Memorial Bap—

tist Church, 499 Patterson (Near The University of Memphis)

Square dancing social group

IF YOUR ORGANIZATION ISN‘T LISTED HERE,

CALL (901) 682—2669
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€O0CIAL continued

MEMPHIS AREA GAY YOUTH (MAGY)

P.O. Box 241852, Memphis, TN 38124

(901) 335—6249

Peer support group for 13— to 21—year olds dealing with gay,

lesbian, bisexual and gender issues

www.gaymemphis.com/magy

MEMPHIS BEARS

1066 Wrenwood, Memphis, TN 38122

(901) 323—4773

Meets the 2nd Saturday of every month at The Pumping Sta—

tion, 1382 Poplar Ave., at 10 p.m. e Men Only

Email: info@memphisbears.com

Website: www.memphisbears.com

MEMPHIS GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTER

P.O. Box 41074, Memphis, TN 38174

(901) 324—GAYS (4297)

www.memphisgayweb.org

MEMPHIS PRIDE INC.

P.O. Box 111265, Memphis, TN 38111—1265

Ph: (901) 327—PRIDE « email: MemphisPride2002@aol.com

Monthly open meetings have been suspended until April 2002,

at which time meetings will be held third Monday of each month

at Holy Trinity Church, 3430 Summer Ave., at 7 p.m.

MIRROR IMAGE

P.O. Box 11052, Memphis, TN 38111—0052

A support group for trans individuals meets the 3rd Saturday

of every month at 7 p.m.

For more information and locations of meetings, write or email

at memphisgroup@usa.com

PELA.G.

(Parents, Family & Friends of Lesbians & Gays)

(901) 754—3136

Support meetings for parents, family and friends of gay, les—

bian, bisexual and transgendered persons

email: amdrake@mem.po.com

SUNSHINE TRAVELERS

(901) 488—4752

Meets every other Tuesday at 7 p.m. at The Jungle, 1474 MadisonAve

TENNESSEE LEATHER TRIBE

(901) 357—1921
Club nights and meetings vary; contact for info — men and

women welcome
www
email: info@tnleathertribe.org

TSARUS MEMPHIS
P.O. Box 41082, Memphis, TN 38174

(901) 276—4132
Levi—leather club meets the 3rd Saturday of every month at The

Pumping Station, 1382 Poplar Aveune, at 10 p.m. e Men Only

Email: info@tsarus.org
website: www.tsarus.org

MISSISSIPPI

GLBA OF OLE MISS

P.O. Box 3541, University, MS 38677

(662) 915—7049
email: glba@olemiss.edu

GLBF
P.O. Box 233, MS State, MS 39762

(662) 325—8241
email: glbf@org.msstate.edu_ *» www.msstate.edu/org/glbf

SPORTS

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

BLUFF CITY SPORTS ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 41803, Memphis, TN 38174—1803
(901) 726—4342 * email: memphisgaysoftball@yahoo.com
Organizes gay sports leagues, including softball and volleyball

BROTHERS & SISTERS BOWLING LEAGUE

Cordova Bowling Center, 7945 Club Center Cove
(901) 737—7824 OR (901) 465—4371
This co—ed bowling league meets every Sunday at 5:45 p.m. at

the Cordova Bowling Center

wHoLENESE

MEMPHISTENNESSEE
FEAST FOR FRIENDS DINNER
(901) 272"0855
Dinner is served the 1st and 3rd Monday ofeverymonthat St. John‘s
United Methodist Church, Bellevue @ Peabody, beginning at 6 p.m.

INTO THE LIGHT
— (an open women‘s Alcoholics Anonymous meeting group)
Meetseach Thursday at 5:30 p.m. at Holy Trinity Community
Church3430 Summer Avenue. Email: kilo17@bellsouth.—net

MEMPHIS REGIONAL PLANNED PARENTHOOD
1407 Union Avenue Extended, 3rd Floor
(901) 725—1717
HIV & STD testing, gynecological preventive care

IF YOUR ORGANIZATION ISN‘T LISTED HERE, CALL (901) 682—2669
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WHOLENE®S® continued

MEMPHIS HIV FAMILY CARE NETWORK

880 Madison Avenue, Memphis, TN

(901) 545—8265

Free comprehensive, supportive services and voc/rehab ser—

vices to the HIV—positive

ORORO—CROSSROADS

(901) 743—2900

Support group for African—American, same—gender—loving men

For information, contact James at (901) 529—9549

THE POSITIVE LIVING CENTER

1000 South Cooper Street, Memphis, TN

(901) 726—6022 * Tuesday—Saturday, noon to 8 p.m.

Provides opportunities for persons affected by HIV/AIDS to

manage the disease in a holistic manner, free of charge.

WELLNESS CENTER AT HTCC

3430 Summer Avenue, Memphis, TN 38122

(901) 754—9423 OR (901) 320—9376

Offers a support program for gay parents and a support pro—

gram for married men dealing with sexual identity.

YWCA ENCORE

MedPlex, 880 Madison Avenue (901) 754—4356

Support group for lesbians with breast cancer meets every

Wednesday from 10 a.m. to noon

SERIOUS SOBER OPEN AA MEETING

(an open men & women‘s Alcoholics Anonymous meeting)

Meets each Friday at 8 p.m. at Prescott Memorial Baptist Church,

499 Patterson (near The University of Memphis)

(901) 324—9200

SPIRITUAL

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

INTEGRITY MEMPHIS

102 N. Second Street, Memphis, TN 38103

(901) 525—6602

People of all faiths and ideologies are welcome

Meets the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 6:30 p.m. at Calvary

Episcopal Church. Dinner at 7 p.m.

www.geocities.com/integrity_memphis/main.html

LAMBDA CIRCLE

(901) 278—6786

Open to all GLBT persons of faith to join in an affirming time of

prayer, Bible study and discussion.

Meets the 2nd Tuesday of every month from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at

First Congregational Church, 1000 S. Cooper Street.

SAFE HARBOR MCC

1488 Madison Avenue (in the Lambda Center)

(901) 458—0501

email: SafeHarborMCC@aol.com

Sunday worship at 10:30 a.m. e Thursday Bible study at 7 p.m.

OTHER LOCALES

CAMP SISTER SPIRIT

P.O. Box 12, Ovett, MS 39464

Feminist education/ cultural/retreat center

www.rainbowprideryv.net/css

email: sisterspir@aol.com

MCC OF THE RAINBOW

5565 Robinson Rd. Ext., Ste. Q, Jackson, MS 39204

(601) 372—6644

Sunday Service at 11:30 p.m.

POLITICAL

TENNESSEE

EQUALITY TENNESSEE

P.O. Box 241363, Memphis, TN 38124 e 901—327—2677

A civil rights group that promotes equality and combats

prejuidice and discrimination among GLBT persons

email: westregion@equalitytn.org

www.equalitytn.org

MISSISSIPPI

EQUALITY MISSISSIPPI

P.O. Box 6021, Jackson, MS 39288—6021

(601) 936—7673

email: Equality

website: EqualityMS.org

( GAYELLOW PAGES \
INFORMING THE LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL &
TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY SINCE 1973

All editions include a
separate WOMENS section and a

separate ETHNIC/MULTICULTURAL section
Complete gay—friendly resources & businesses: accommodations, bars,

bookstores, dentists, doctors, lawyers, therapists, travel services,
organizations, media, religious groups, help lines & HIV/AIDS resources.

index & fast access phone list.
USA/ICANADA: $16 by first class mail: Includes all states

and provinces, plus national headquarters of
organizations, mail order companies, etc.

EAST and SOUTH Edition: $12 by first class mail
AL, AR, AZ, CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, HL, KS, KY, LA, MA, MD, ME, MO,

MS, NH, NJ, NM, NY, NC, OH, OK, PA, PR, Ri, SC, TN,
TX, US Virgin is, VA, VT, WV

Find us at gay—friendly stores like
Inz & Outz, Memphis 901—728—6535

Outloud Books & Gifts, Nashville 615—340.0034
Outwrite, Atlanta 404—607—0082

and see http://gayellowpages.com/2buy.hitm

 

please send self—addressed stamped envelope to
Renaissance House, PO Box 533—FF, Village Stn, NY, NY 10014

  Voice: 212—674—0120 Fax: 212—420—1126
Email: gayellowpages@earthlink.

For free listing application, prices, mailing labels, etc.,

http://gayellowpages.com J<%
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HOROSCOPES
 

 

lads

Leo (July 24—Aug. 23) — Go Leo, it‘s your birthday! Get ready

for things to start going your way as the Sun moves into your

sign. Things you have desired are now obtainable.

Virgo (Aug. 24—Sept. 23) — The stars are in your favor when

it comes to creative endeavors and romance. If you use deter—

mination, you could soon be meeting new people.

Libra (Sept. 24—Oct. 23) — Be careful what you wish for be—

cause this is the year when wishes, hopes and dreams can come

true. If an opportunity comes your way, take it, but use caution.

Scorpio (Oct. 24—Nov. 22) — Interesting career opportunities may

present themselves to you now, if so, consider accepting them. Con—

centrate on improving your financial status and your sociallife.

Sagittarius (Nov. 23—Dec. 21) — People in far away places may

soon offer you opportunities to grow and branch out. If taken,

these opportunities could lead your life on a new course of action.

Capricorn (Dec. 22—Jan. 20) — Now is the time to use the

knowledge and wisdom you have learned from past experi—

ences. Your financial situation is the focus this month and is

due for an increase.

Aquarius (Jan. 21—Feb. 19) — This is your year for romance

and partnerships, whether they be business or love related.

MEMPHIS‘ FINEST AND MOST

COMPLETE ADULT

ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS

VIDEO RENTALSANDSALES — PREVIEW BOOTHS

\\IIAS Y
\v\1\x \./

Fantasy Warehouse #1 (East) ~~

791 N. White Station Road

(901) 683—9649

Executive South (South)

1847 E. Brooks Road 4

Mini Theatre (Brooks Rd. Only) + (901) 345—0825
a e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ce

Fantasy Warehouse #4 (North)

2532 N. Watkins + (901) 358—8642

NOW RENTING DVDs

Employment Opportunities Available

& checks accepted at #1 and #4 ONLY

OPEN Monday = Saturday, 8 a.m. to Midnight

Closed Sundays & Holidays

Singles, as well as those partnered, will be in for big surprises.
Pisces (Feb. 20—March 20) — If you‘ve been considering start—

ing a new venture or relationship, now is the time as the stars
are in your favor. Be willing to become part of a group.

Aries (March 21—April 20) — If you have special talents and
skills, this is the time to use them to your advantage. In the area
of romance, those who are single could soon meet the love of
their life.

Taurus (April 21—May 21) — With Jupiter in your sign, things
could be presented to you, such as a home—based business or
relocation, whatever it is, consider it wisely. It could be what
you‘ve been needing.

Gemini (May 22—June 21) — Hard work and determination
are what you‘ll need as the things you desire could be right
around the corner. Success is yours, which will inspire others.

Cancer (June 22—July 23) — Meaningful relationships get a
visit from the Full Moon. If you‘ve had questions, now could
be the time you‘ll find positive answers.
 

Editor‘s Note: Horoscopes are meant for entertainment purposes
only and are for the month of August 2002.
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Attorney at Law

138 North Third Street
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138 N.Third Third Street
  

 

         

 

(901) 525—HELP (4357)

e—mail — thoz@aol.com

 

Criminal Defense

State and Federal Court

Drug Possession—DUI—Driving On Revoked License

Domestic Violence, All Felonies and Misdemeanors

 

Other Areas of Practice Include:

Divorce, Child Custody and Visitation, Bankruptcy, Personal

Injury, Auto Accidents and Social Security Disability

Payment Plans Available in Most Cases

Visa, MasterCard, Discover and American Express Accepted

 

Not Certified As A Civil Trial, Criminal Trial or Consumer Bankruptcy Specialist By

the Tennessee Commission On Continuing Legal Education and Specialization
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