
 



 

Top Artists & Designers

will display & sell

Jewelry Metal Pottery

Oil Wood & Photography

To Benefit the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art

Events at the Agricenter

Thursday *e Latino Fiesta Preview Party * $55 * 7—10 pm

Daily Tickets $10 * Lunch Daily * $12 * 11—2 pm

Friday * Lecture by Jim Lutz * $35 * 10:30—11:30 am
{includes Show Admission)

"Absolutely Wright, A Look Inside the Homes of America‘s Most Famous Architect"

Saturday * Children‘s Art Workshops * $20/25
(includes Show Admission/Supplies)

Sunday Champagne Brunch $20 * 11—2 pm
{includes Show Admission)

Tickets or Informationcall 861—3637
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PLAY BALL!
Bluff City Sports‘ Softball Commissioners
Chris Balton & Lisa Daley ready for season

TAKE ME OUT
Actor Dennis Whitehead talks about having
the lead role in upcoming show

GUYS, GALS UP FOR BID
MGLCC to host 3rd annual auction

GAY NEW ORLEANS
Get an up close and personal account of
Mardi Gras 2006, in the Crescent City

BILLY BEAN
Former major leaguer to speak in Memphis
about coming out

 



MISS RIVER CITY 2006

SUNDAY, APRIL 30

Backstreet Memphis/Coliseum

2018 Court Street

Contestant openings still available

For more information, email Demonica at

f santdngilox®botmaiLcom

This is a direct
oc oal
Ms. Tennessee America

RIVER CITY REUNION SHOW

_ Saturday, April 29
Backstreet Memphis/Coliseum, 2018 Court Stree

River City girls from the past 15 years will he reunited for one show only, one night only!
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BluffCity SportsAssociation gears up for

yay softball season opening with2leagues

by Anita Moyt, managing editor

Softball is synonymous with America. The skills of playing

and fun of cheering on your favorite team are just as alive in the

gay and lesbian community as they are at Wrigley Field.

The Bluff City Sports Association (BCSA), one of the oldest

gay and lesbian organizations in Memphis, will open its softball

season on April 23 at Tobey Fields (locationawaiting confirma—

tion at press time), located behind the Memphis Board of

Education near Hollywood and Central. Play lasts until apprOX|-

mately July 4, depending on rain dates.

This year the Memphis GLBT community will see a major

addition to the BCSA softball field, a second league for

women only. 2

"It is—a great addition to our league BCSA Commissioner
Chris Balton said. "It allows both groups to join together and sup—
port each other."

The women‘s league plays every Monday, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.,
in Bartlett on Appling Fields, April through approximately July 4.

With two leagues, there are now two softball commissioners: _
Chris Balton and Lisa Daley.

— Before we goany further on the whats and what—nots of the
season, perhaps a little glimpse into the meaning of sports for
the commissioners is called for. k

Commissioner Chris Balton

Memphian Chris
Balton, 46, earned a
bachelors degree in
business at The
University of
Tennessee —
Knoxville and a
masters from the UT
Memphis College of

._ Social Work.
"I played football

in fifth grade and
was scared . to
death," Balton told
Family & Friends
magazine. "I played
till the eighth grade
and thought it
would make me
tough. I tried to

] in sports where I
~ could prove I was a

man. But before every game and practrcemy nerves would knot
up in my stomach.

"I never played softball or baseball until | was 28years old,"
he continued. "Some old fraternity brothers from UT Knoxville
talked me into playing one Spring. I was terrible and hated play—
ing. In my third year playing, our pitcher got hurt and I was the
only extra player on our team. I gave it a try and I turned out to
be pretty good. I began to work on my game and practice a lot
to get better. One of my teammates took the time to teach me
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and deal with any problems that arise dunng the season. We
play from April to July. &

Life — to ng. f
«and more than 100 people were there to get the season started.

microbiology __ at

sports most of her

mask my sexuality —

pitching is not her
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the basics and I realized that I never had that "coach" or father
figure as a kid to teach me the basics of sports."

Balton hopes his experience will open the door for others to
give softball a try.

"I think there are a lot of people in our community who have
the skills to play sports but have never had anyone teach them
the basics," Balton said. "That is why I want to encourage peo—
ple to sign up, no matter how scared you might be to try to play.
We will teach you. I love watching first time players make their
first catch or get their first hit — it is the same joy you see on the
face of a little league kid when they get a hit for the first time."

Balton, who plays for the Neons, obviously prefers the posi—
tion of pitcher when he is on the field.

As the commissioner of the BCSA, Balton has seen a lot of
growthin Memphis‘s GLBT softball league.

"The job gets tougher as the league has grown," Balton said, .
"but I love softball so the work is worth it. We have a great board
of directors and council members. They dedicate a lot of time
and energy to keep the league running smoothly. We meet the‘
first Monday of each month year round to organize the league

  

   

  

               

  

 

"Last year‘s opening ceremony brought tears to my eyes," _
Balton said, explaining one of the highlights so far in his tenure —
as commissioner of BCSA. "The league had grown to 10 teams

"On a national level, in 2004, Tonya Shropshire led the Young __ ___
Ave. Deli Barflies to a World Series Championship in Dallas," he
added. "Teams from across the U.S. and Canada competed for
the title." ;

~ Commissioner Lisa Daley
Lisa Daley, 40,

is a Memphian who
earned a degree in

Louisiana State —
University. Daley
has been into

 

life, literally.
"I was three,

actually," Daley said,
explaining when she
first started playing
softball. "My sister
coached the team
and she let me prac—
tice with them. I
started to play
organized softball in
the third grade." __

Unlike Balton,

LISA DALEY
forte. f

"I can play any—
»

  
See Gay Softball, page28



Organizations form initiative to promote same—sex marriage

As polling continues to show increased support for marriage
equality for same—sex couples in state after state, in February,
five national organizations formed a new initiative to elevate
communities of color who support marriage equality for same—
sex couples.

"The right—wing has perpetuated the idea that people of color
are overwhelmingly against marriage for same—sex couples; it is
important that people see this for what it is — a half—baked myth
that needs correcting," said Kevin Cathcart, executive director of
Lambda Legal. "We are very pleased to have such strong coali—
tion partners in this effort — together we can reach many com—
munities who need to see that marriage equality matters to peo—
ple of color."

Lambda Legal, National Black Justice Coalition, Asian Equality,
National Latina/o Coalition for Justice and Freedom to Marry have
teamed up to spearhead a campaign that reaches out, not only to
" communities of color but

white audiences, as well.

This initiative will feature

African—American,
Latino/a and Asian Pacific

American people, gay and

non—gay, standing up in

support of ending discrimi—

nation in marriage. A fur—

ther goal is to expose the

myth perpetuated by the

right—wing that people of

color are uniformly against

 

Searchingfor Your

Dream Home?

é REALTOR® MLSs

*Look qr our NEW SEARCH Features*

 

marriage equality for same—sex couples.
The group has kicked off its campaign with a widespread web

presence featuring online banner ads appearing on websites such
as www.essence.com, www.AsianAvenue.com, www.MiGente.com
and www.ChopBlock.com. The banner ads, which feature a diverse
array of people of color wearing t—shirts that read "Marriage Equality
Matters," depict the wide—ranging support marriage equality has
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an unpublished novel

by Jim Norcross

(chapter by chapter)

   
Problems to solve

"Damn ‘em. Damn all the straight peo—

ple in the world. Damn them to hell," Mike said as she entered

the living room and plopped down on the sofa.

Normally, Mike was an easygoing person, but just below the

surface was definitely a hot vein of anger that bubbled to the top

when something or someone set her off. She normally keptit in

check most of the time, but at times it would surface. This defi—

nitely was one of those times. She was livid. i

Mike was returning home after driving Gordon and David,

their neighbors, to the local hospital. Gordon had suffered an

apparent heart attack earlier in the day while playing touch foot—

ball with her; his partner, David, and Bobby and Paul.

Claudia looked down at her partner and made a feeble

attempt at a joke. "Hon, you must forgive them, they are just

born that way. The poor things. Can‘t help them. How‘s

Gordon?" She poured a glass of iced tea and offered it to Mike

who shook her head.
"We don‘t really know. Nobody told us much —

were flying him to Memphis forlarger and better equipped facil—

ities. It‘s just not right. In the emergency room here, this big

nurse was in charge. The doctor was in the treatment room with

Gordon and when David asked to see him, the nurse refused to

let him because he wasn‘t related by blood. He wasn‘t family.

Bobby tried to explain to her how they had livedtogether for

some25 years, but that did no good. | think she recognized

David from his work in town. Then, once she put it together

about he and Gordon —she no doubt heard rumors about them

— things just got worse."

"But things are getting better about gays being accepted 3:

Claudia said. "It just takes time. We have to educate people like

her and Paul‘s father. You know how he disowned Paul the

minute Paul told him he was gay. Hopefully, he‘ll—:come around.

Mom‘s working on him and she‘s talking to him about going to

some straight and gay groups together."

"Hell, straights refuse to acknowledge our relationships and

won‘t give us the right to marry. Then when we try to run our rela—

tionships like theirs, we‘re condemned for that, too. My own fam— _

ily isn‘t any better — except for my sister."

"See; some straights make up for others. How about a ham—

burger? We have lots of them left from this afternoon. Do you

want me to warm one up for you?"

Mike sat morosely on the sofa, silent for a moment. "David

dropped me off and went home trying to decide what to tell

Gordon‘s son. He has to let him know soon and then he has to

decide what to do himself."

"I‘ll just warm one of the burgers up in case you want one

later. Did they say about how long it would be before they would

be able to tell about Gordon‘s condition? Paul called to say that

he and Bobby were heading back to the city, since they both had

to work tomorrow

8 FAM'LV & friends March 2006
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"When the hell was that?"
"While he was at the hospital with all of you. He just wanted

_ me to know the two of them wouldn‘t be coming here." |

"Damn Paul, too!" Mike said, her facmg glowing with

anger again. ca

"What in the world do you mean by that? He is our friend and

soon to be the father of our baby." 3,

"That‘s just it, Claudia. Everybody went around congratulatrng $ t

you and Paul about the baby, and here I stood with my finger up

my nose. No one said a damn thing to me and, after all, it is ours,

isn‘t it?"
"Oh course it will be. We‘ve been all through this, Mike."

"Just before the football started, Gordon turned to you and

Paul and said something about you two being new parents and

letting you have a few minutes alone. It was like I wasn‘t even

around — like I didn‘t even exrst" Mike pounded a sofa cushion

with her fist.
Claudia listened in disbelief.

"This was supposed to be our child, yours and mine. Paul

was just the sperm donor. Nothing more. Now I realize that Paul

is always going to be around and it is going to be his child and

not yours and mine. The kid will be running around like a little cut

out of Paul and probably calling him Daddy and you Mama and

where does that leave me? Just sitting there all alone. Maybe

this thing was a mistake." ?

Suddenly, Claudia‘s anger rose, also, and she lashed out.

"Well, maybe it was a mistake — believing you were mature

enough to accept parenthood. Maybe | just better go into

Memphis and get the problem taken care of. This is the time to

do it before I‘m too far along. It should be easy now."

"That just might be a good idea." Mike stomped out of the

room slamming the door behind her. :

Stunned by Mike‘s action, Claudia started after her. Then she

dropped her head in her arms and sobbed. "Why?" she said to

herself. "This started out to be such a nice day."

Cr
em

FrankLongworthy sat slumped in the back booth of the hos—

pital cafeteria, staring into space.He had been up for close to 48

hours and it showed. His long blond hair was in disarray, and his _

five o‘clock shadow was showing badly in spite of a newly

applied application of makeup. Right now, though, he just didn‘t

care. Life was over, he felt.

Quietly, Chet Murdock, the male nurse with whom Frank had.

become friendly while sitting by Johnny‘s hospital bed, slipped into —

the seat across from Frank with a tray holding coffee and a pastry. y |

"Mind if I join you?" he asked Frank before looking at him |

closely. "You look like hell. What is the matter? Is Johnny worse?"

"No, Johnny is about the same. He came out of his coma last

night for a little while. He‘s very weak but we talked a little bit. .

"That‘s great."
"Chet, he knows about me — that I‘m not a real woman. He‘s

known for quite a while, he said." Frank‘s face went completely
blank, his normal expressive face dulled by exhaustion.

"And ...?" Chet motioned for Frank to speed up the story. "Is —
he gay?" he asked leaning forward. &

"No. He‘s quite straight. He really is." Frank looked away. "He

wants to marry again and to have more children. He has a son —

and wants a daughter." Frank crumpled a paper napkin into a 3

ball and dabbed at his eyes. "I thought I had finally met some — t

one I could love — forever." a

"Well Frank, he sounds like a decent fellow. He could have

   

  

  

  

   

  



  

 

beaten the hell out of you when he came out of that coma. Alot
of straight guys would have."

"Yeah, I know, but he‘s not like that. At least he‘s had gay
friends before and so it‘s no big thing to him. He said he saw no
reason why we couldn‘t be friends." Frank continued to ball his
napkin nervously. "Is it too much for someone like me, a drag
queen, to want someone to love? Really love?"

_ "You‘ll meet someone, Frank. Johnny is just not THE ONE."
Chet left the booth briefly to get a refill of his coffee, then
returned. He pushed his tray to one side, the pastry untouched.

"You‘re so lucky, Chet, you are young and good looking with—
out a care in the world. A good dancer and popular at the bars, I
envy your ability on the dance floor." Frank threw his napkin on
his tray and picked up his purse and started to get up to leave.

"Listen, you don‘t know anything. I have serious problems."
"Like what? What kind of problems could a young looker like

you have?" Frank asked, expecting a glib answer.
Chet was silent. Frank was starting to walk away when he

said, "Sit down, I have something that I want to tell you. I haven‘t
told many people. | need someone to talk to." Chet looked
around to see if anyone was within earshot. He set his cup down
and then picked it up again and held it with both hands. He took
a deep breath and looked off into space.

"What kind of problem? A bunion on your toe so you can‘t
dance?" :

"I‘m HIV—positive. I‘ve known for three years now. I‘m getting
scared as I‘ve been getting ill a lot. My T—cells are going down
rapidly. Frankly, I‘m getting scared. I tell myself to eat but I don‘t
feel like it. I don‘t know how much longer I can keep working. I‘m
getting so I tire out so easily now.

ece

"I can‘t believe you‘re letting me drive," Paul said.
"Well," Bobby said, laughing. "It is your car after all."
"Oh really —‘
"Say Paul, did you notice the look on Mike‘s face today after

Claudia broke the news about the baby?"
"What look? When?"
"Right before the touch football game. Remember? Gordon

said, ‘Why don‘t we let the new parents be alone awhile‘ or
something like that. You and Claudia were preparing food
together and Gordon was talking to the two of you. Mike didn‘t
say anything but she really took on a look."

"I didn‘t notice."
"Beneath that practiced control of hers is a hot little temper,

or didn‘t you notice? I know her pretty well. Think about it.
Gordon was talking to you and Claudia like new parents, Claudia
the mother and you the father. So where does that put Mike
when the parent scenes start to play out?"

"Oh boy, I never thought about it."
"Well, you better think about it. Trouble is coming. I would be

willing to bet on it."

 

 

 

 

TENNESSEE PISABILITY INFORMATION &
REFERRAL OFFICE

a John E Kennedy Center, Vanderbilt University

Phone: (615) 322—8529 (Voice) » (800) 640—INFO (4636)
(615) 343—2958 (TDD) » (800) 273—9595 (TDD)

E—mail: carole.moore—slater@vanderbilt.edu
Website: http:/www.vanderbilt.edu/kennedy/findse.html

This office provides information about disability supports and
community services available to individuals, families, and agencies in TN.
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901—726—5 151
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"I don‘t feel the need to express my

sexual being because it‘s not part of my

sport and it‘s private. | can sleep with

whomever I choose and it doesn‘t affect what I‘m doing on the

ice, so speculation is speculation. I like nice things, and beauti—

ful things, so if that is the only way people are determining that I

swing one way or the other, then to me, that‘s sad. You can‘t

judge a book by it‘s cover, ever. ... | am who I am, and I don‘t

need to justify anything to anyone."

— Olympic figure skater Johnny Weir writing on his web—

site, as quoted by the Washington Post, Feb. 17.

 

  

  

 

"I hadn‘t seen it. I‘ll be glad to talk

about ranching, but | haven‘t seen the

movie. I‘ve heard about it. I hope you go

— uh, you know, heh—heh, heh—heh — I

hope you go back to the ranch and the

farm is what | was about to say. I hadn‘t

seen it."

— President George W. Bush, Jan.

23, after a student at a Kansas State

University appearance said: "You‘re a

3s T8 rancher. A lot of us here in Kansas are

ranchers. I was just wanting to get your opinion on

Brokeback Mountain, if you‘d seen it yet? You would

love it. You should check it out."

"In the (American Family Association‘s) first very extensive

email attacking our show ("The Book of Daniel"), they named

me, Jack Kenny, the show‘s creator, as a ‘practicing homo—

sexual.‘ They played on that fact and the fact that there was a

gay character in the show to say that I had no business writ—

ing about Jesus or Christianity. ... Where was my community

when | was being gay—bashed, quite openly in a very public

forum? Where were the protests? Where were the articles in

the gay press? ... It‘s too late for me or "The Book of Daniel"

(but the) next time you hear someone being bashed, don‘t sit

there and take it."

— Jack Kenny, creator of the short—lived TV show "The

Book of Daniel," writing at Advocate.com, Feb.14.

 

 

  

"(I)f anyone reading this believes that gay men can actually

become ex—gay men, I have just one question for you: Would you

want your daughter to marry one? Evangelical Christians seem

sincere in their desire to help build healthy, lasting marriages.

Well, if that‘s their goal, encouraging gay men to enter into

straight marriages is a peculiar strategy. Every straight marriage

that includes a gay husband is one Web—browser—history check

away from an ugly divorce. If anything, supporters of traditional

marriage should want gay men out of the heterosexual marriage

market entirely. And the best way to do that is to see that we‘re

safely married off — to each other, not to your daughters."

— Gay writer Dan Savage writing in The New York Times,

Feb. 10.

"Ive spent many years where

networks and studios have said:

‘We‘re only going to pay you this

amount of money because we‘re

taking such a big chance on you.

You‘re openly gay. It‘s very risky to

hire you — you big homeo you. Now

— that we have gay networks, | don‘t

think | have to put up with that shit

— anymore. So Logo calls me all the

time and asks meto do stuff, and

they always ask me to do it for ics

‘ And I‘m pretty insulted."

— Actor Harvey Fierstein to the gay

magazine QVegas, February issue. _
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"The day | saw it, | sat behind four

straight, early middle—aged, blue—collar

blokes obviously dragged along by their

wives and girlfriends who sat between

them. Before the film started they cracked

the lamest jokes about condoms and

mounting, but five minutes in and for the —

rest of the film, they were silent, staring at

the screen with mouths agape. The

Brokeback (Mountain) world of

poor—paid jobs, bad bosses,

broken—down cars, monoto—

nous food, poverty, uncertain—

ty, anxiety, indignity, wives

who don‘t understand and

love besieged by circum—

stances — this film version of a

Bruce Springsteen song — it‘s

their world, one rarely if ever rep—

resented on the silver screen."

— Leading Australian gay

activist Rodney Croome writing

on his website, Feb. 2.

              

  

   

  

   

 

 

"I revealed he was a sociopath first, then

I revealed he was gay. (Andrew Van De

Kamp) is perhaps the most empowered

gay teen in the history of television. He‘s

gay and he doesn‘t care."

— "Desperate Housewives" creator

Marc Cherry speaking at a Writers Guild of

America panel in Hollywood Feb. 21, as

quoted by the Los Angeles Daily News.
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Quotes compiled by Rex Wockner, who has reported news for the gaypress

since 1985. His work has appeared in more than 200 gay publications. He has

a B.A. in journalism from Drake University, started his career as a radio reporter .

and has written extensively for the mainstream media, as well.
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POTS to stage baseballsing out story
by Anita Moyt, managing editorTake Me Out, written by Richard Greenberg and winner of the2003 Tony Award for best play, is set for Playhouse on theSquare, 51 South Cooper, March 17 through April 15.All—star major league player Darren Lemming has everything.He is a genius ball—player, a gorgeous African—American, he‘sintelligent, he is a genuinely kind person and he is everyone‘shero. Suddenly, however, Lemming throws a curve ball to theworld of sports when he comes out of the closet on the eve ofthe World Series. The franchise player on the fictional club, theEmpires (clearly suggestive of the New York Yankees),Lemming‘s public announcement forces his teammates to con—front the naked truth about homophobia, racism and their love ofAmerica‘s favorite pastime. But when major trouble arrives fromthe minor leagues in the form of a young, John Rocker—esque,racist relief pitcher, events turn fatal.Playhouse on the Square‘s newest member, DennisWhitehead, takes the lead in Take Me Out,"I was a military brat, actually born in San Diego, Calif., andfrom there we went to Boston, Guam and Okinawa," Whiteheadtold Family & Friends magazine. "My dad retired and we endedup in San Antonio, Texas."Whitehead earned a BSA in musical theater and an MA indirecting theater from Texas State University. He previouslycalled Austin, Texas, home, before moving to Memphis."I was musically directing a show (Fame) in Cleveland, Miss.,at Delta State University, over the summer and after the produc—tion closed we all headed to Memphis to just hang out and Iended up filling out my resume and submitted one to Playhouseon the Square."When I met with POTS, Dave Landis met me and asked if Iwould read for the role of Darren Lemming," he continued. "I wasextremely excited. I saw this production on Broadway with theoriginal cast. It is a great play and a great role."Whitehead found he had some similarities with his character."About the play, it is an extremely well written play and thischaracter comes out of the closet and at a fairly late age, in his30s, and that somewhat parallels my life," Whitehead said. "Ireally identified with that character on that level."However, there are other areas where there are no similarities."I‘m not into baseball," he said. "I‘m into basketball, if anything."When Family & Friends interviewed Whitehead, the produc—tion phase of Take Me Out was just beginning."We are in the second week of rehearsal. We are blocking theplay — the beginning of the production process." Whitehead said.

DENNISWHITEHEAD
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— DENNISaiaSip

"Most of Act I, my character, Darren Lemming, mostly is dealingwith his reactions of those near him — players, friends. It givessome interesting perspectives of points of views of how the pop—ulace reacts to homosexuality in a sports player. It isn‘t easy tocome out."Dave Landis is directing this production."Dave (Landis) is an incredible director," Whitehead said. "Hereally invites the actors to fully explore (their) character and justdelve into it to find every possible dimension the character has.He is a nurturing director; he creates an environment where theactor can feel safe."Overall, Take Me Out is about more than coming out as gay."It is important that works like these are supported because itfurther advances acceptance," Whitehead said. "I think this playis successful because it is identifiable to both straight and gay.There also is the issue of racism, and the play speaks to theAfrican—American community, as well."In addition to Whitehead, the cast includes Alvaro Barned,Carlos Canelo, Michael Gravois, Evan C. Grosshans, William H.Guttenberg, Jonathon Lamer, Burnnie D. Moore II, MarkMozingo, Tristan Shields and Vi Tran.Showtimes for Take Me Out are Thursdays throughSaturdays at 8 p.m., and Sundays at 2 p.m. Tickets are $30 foradults; $20 for seniors, students and military personnel, and $10for children. The Pay—What—You—Can performance is set forThursday, March 23, at 8 p.m.For tickets or more information, call (901) 726—4656.Family & Friends magazine is a proud media sponsor of TakeMe Out.
FAMILY & friends 11

 

 



 

 

, 19,

BARTLETT LANES
6276 Stage Road

‘Md‘
 

TheBrother.-&¢SisBowlirrglgr_Lg

12 FAMILY & friends March 2006 www.FamitvanpFrienpsMacazine.com

 

 



L & T Entertainment Proudly Presents:

Miss Gay America

Raquel Chevallier Rachael Erikks

Miss Gay America 2005 Miss Gay America 2004

Nicole DuBois

Miss Gay America 2006

Saturday

April 1

2 Shows i :
Charity Case Catia Lee Love

10 p—MM. Miss Gay America 2001 Miss Gay America 2000

12:30 a.m.

Backstreet

Coliseum
2018 Court Memphis TN 38104

Admission:

 

Maya Montana © Vicki Vincent

Miss Gay America 1998 Miss Gay America 1989

Revue Show
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SteveWesson was snlrllerin Ilgnt for equality
We remember the very first timewe met Steve Wesson. It was a hotand sticky day in Memphis, typical ofany day in June here in the BluffCity. This particular day was Pride.The year was 1998. :It was our first Pride, not only asa magazine, but also in general.Sure, there were Prides before, butin our younger days we just couldn‘tsee past the alcohol and puttingnotches on our belt, so to speak, torealize there was more than the barsand late—night gossip. We wereyoung and hadn‘t really begun torealize there was a fight to be fought. The fight for our equality asAmerican citizens and as people.But we digress.We found a parking space, retrieved the camera and headedfor the crowd of people and sea of rainbow flags in a small park—ing lot just off Madison behind and beside what was then HolyTrinity Community Church.No one really knew us very well that day as we had only pub—lished two issues of this magazine at the time. We wanderedaround for a while asking people, "Can we take your picture forFamily & Friends?" More times than not, the answer was, "What‘sthat?" To which we would launch into an explanation. There wereplenty of "No way. I‘m not outs, but more "Sure!"s.We took a picture of a drag queen dressed as Wonder Woman.We took a picture of BJ Hefner and gave her the obligatory hug.We met several of the employees of one of the main sponsors thatyear, Hard Rock Cafe. We got their picture, too. §And as we talked to people and made folks aware of this newpublication, we noticed him. He didn‘t really stand out from thecrowd, but what did catch our eye was the handful of colorful rain—

 

bow flags he was hocking. Weasked and he let us take his pic—ture. We got his name, wrote itdown and went on about our busi—ness as he went on about his.A few weeks later, we sat inour living room sifting throughthe six rolls of film we had shotof the Pride Parade lineup, theparade itself and the PrideFestival in Overton Park. Whatwe were doing was trying todecide on the perfect picture forthe cover of our third issue. Ithad to be a special photograph,we knew, because this particular issue was going to be the firstprinted on a real printing press, rather than on copy paper and fold—ed in half as our first two issues were.We made piles. We moved photos from one pile to the nextand when all was said and done we decided on the photographwe had taken of the man selling those rainbow flags. It was color—ful. He had his shirt off (how gay was that?). And, there were lotsof people in the background. Perfect.And so Steve Wesson became our first cover to be printed on areal printing press. We saw him many times after that and he alwaysspoke, even if it was nothing more than, "Hi." When he got ready tomove and leave Memphis behind, he called us to tell us the news. Wewere sad to see him leave, even if he wasn‘t a close friend.And we remember the last time we saw Steve Wesson. Theoccasion was the anniversary of Jim Norcross and Richard Martin,held in the festive and botanical backyard of their Midtown home.It was an intimate gathering of close friends of the happy couple.We didn‘t get a chance to sit and talk with him at length thatevening, but in true Family & Friends style, we got his picture.And, we were happy to learn he had relocated back to our fair city.Then, last month, we got the phone
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call from Jim Norcross. Steve Wessonhad died. He had left Memphis onceagain, this time never to return. We willmiss you Steve.We are sure you have heard thisbefore, but you can‘t put off to tomorrowwhat you should do today. If you want orneed to talk to someone, do it now. Don‘tput it off. Tomorrow might be too late.No one knows how long they‘ll behere. Not you, not us. If you had thepleasure of knowing how long you haveleft on this planet, what would you. dowith the time? Would you wallow in self—pity? Would you live life to its fullest?Would you tell that really cute guy or girlthat you‘re attracted to them? Wouldyou tell your family that you just aren‘tattracted to the opposite sex?The fight begun long ago still rages today.We are the same as anyone else. If you putoff getting involved, will it be too late?
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Next Stage, April 6—22

Book by Angelo Parra

Music arranged by Miche Bradon

Conceived by Joe Brancato

 

Legendary singer Bessie Smith !i

blue. Her life is immortalized in f |

music performed by Memphis‘ gown legend, Joyce Cobb

Season Sponsor: Arthur F. and Alice E. Adams Foundatio

TVHE STORIED STAGE
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TEU

SHOULDER

editorial by Patricia Pair, publisher

I don‘t remember where | was or

what I was waiting for, but I was waiting nonetheless. And, to

pass the time I picked up a copy of a publication laying on the

chair next to me.

The publication was the Arkansas Baptist News. | admit | was

a bit curious to see what sort of, and I‘ll just call it what it is, prop—

aganda they were printing.

I flipped through the 20—page tabloid. It wasn‘t that badly laid

out. The pictures were okay. But it was a story on the very back

page that caught my eye.

The headline read, "Divorce destroys wealth." It was a

story out of Columbus, Ohio, and only three paragraphs long.

Interestingly placed under two other stories with headlines

that read, "Judge orders gay marriage legalized," out of

Baltimore, and "LifeWay offers recovery for sex addicts," out

of Nashville, respectively.

The article‘s lead paragraph read, "Divorce can have a dev—

astating financial impact on a person‘s wealth, but a steady mar—

riage can nearly double it, according to a new study by Ohio

State University."

Duh!

Divorce always costs an arm and a leg. Who doesn‘t know

that? I mean, even kids today could figure that out, especially

since most of them experience it first—hand.

Let‘s break that down a bit, shall we. The divorce=poverty

portion is a given. No explanation needed there. But, it‘s that part

about a "steady marriage" doubling a person‘s wealth that

seems a bit, well, strange or simple even.

First, I have no idea what they mean by "steady marriage." I

  

   

have never known anyone to have a "steady marriage," unless

of course the wife allows her husband to do everything and

make all the decisions. No questions. No arguments. The boat

never gets rocked.

Now there‘s that "doubling a person‘s wealth" part that has

me a bit confused. For starters, it says "a person‘s," meaning

singular. Now, if you assume the husband and wife are both

working full—time, then being married could mean double

income. But, what if the wife is a stay—athome wife? We don‘t

assume it is the husband who is staying at home because this is

an article in a Baptist newspaper.

The last paragraph in the article reads, "Divorce reduces a

person‘s wealth by about 77 percent, compared to that of a sin—

gle person, while being married almost doubles comparative

wealth, or increases it by 93 percent, the study found."

Hmm.

If this study is for real, then I could almost double my income

by simply getting married, not the overall household income, but

my income. This would be a good thing, right?

Increased income means a better economy, right? And if

simply getting married increases my income then logically my

getting married and increasing my income could help to improve

our downright horrible economy. And a better, healthier economy

would mean improved quality of life for everyone, not just

Baptists, but everyone, right?

If these things are so, then someone please tell me why in the

hell they still won‘t let us, meaning gays and lesbians, get mar—

ried? Is it because, as single people, our incomes would keep us

under the poverty level? Yeah, right! Twenty—one percent of gays

and lesbians report household incomes that surpass $100,000

per year.

Using the study quoted above, that would mean, for example,

if two men who each made $50,000 a year were to get married

to one another, their household income would jump from

$100,000 a year to $193,000 a year?

All the Bible—quoting and screams of "unnatural" aside, some—

one tell me what would be wrong with that? Again, why can‘t

same—sex couples get hitched?

Just one last thing. Has anyone else noticed the increase of

divorce recovery programs being offered by churches around

town? If married is such a sacred institution, then why are so

many heterosexuals trying to get out of it? Not to mention, when

was the last time you saw a GLBT breakup program offered?

—— MASSAGE—

BY

"34

NATIONALLY CERTIFIED MASSAGE THERAPIST

  

SWEDISH/DEEP TISSUE — HOT STONE MASSAGE

(901) 761—7977

BY APPOINTMENT

IN/OUT CALLS

GIFT CERTIFICATES
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coi mmmmton

by Bia Tan‘kersley

 

It is hard to believe that it is March
f already. Spring is just around the corner.

1 love Spring because it is a time of rebirth. The earth comes
alive from the inactivity of winter. It is a wonderful time for new
beginnings. This month I have chosen "Guard The Mind" as a
step toward creating new beginnings for yourself. This is a step
toward empowering yourself spiritually and emotionally.

As always, | ask that you read this article with an open heart
and mind. Let go of judgements of yourself and the article.
Discernment (inner guidance) is called for. Take what "feels"
right and let what doesn‘t go.

Manyyears ago I ran across a small white book that made
quite an impression on me. (It was so long ago that I do not even
remember the name of it.) There was a phrase in the book that
has stayed with me all these years that | want to share with you:
"Stand guard, continually, at the doorway of your mind and let no
thought enter that you do not want to see out manifest." In other
words, your thoughts come from your mind and thoughts are
creative. If you don‘t want it, don‘t think it.

The mind is described by the EncyclopediaBritannica as "the
part of the brain we have access to during everyday activities. It
holds memory that we can retrieve and can easily recall infor—
mation. It is that which is responsible for one‘s thoughts and feel—
ings; the seat of the faculty of reason. It is the complex of facul—
ties involved in perceiving, considering, remembering, evaluat—
ing and deciding. It is the elements in an individual who feels,
perceives, thinks, wills and, especially, reasons."

Your mindis filled with thousands of thoughts each day. Each
mind has been conditioned; think about how many of your
thoughts have been influenced by your race, your family‘s reli—
gion (belief or non—belief), the school you attended, your gender,
your finances, etc.

In one of my spiritual studies, I was asked to copy and carry
this Hasidic saying for a year. It is a beautiful statement about
the mind: "When you walk across the fields with your mind pure
and holy, then from all the stones, and all growing things, and all
animals, the sparks of their soul come out and cling to you and
then they are purified and become a holy fire in you." I know that
this saying is very esoteric yet it has a beauty of its own. It
reflects how powerful the mind is.

The vehicle of the mind is thought. Guard your thoughts Be
aware of what your thoughts are creating. Your thoughts have

already created your world, good or bad. When you create a

problem, you create pain. Don‘t allow your thoughts to control
you — control your thoughts.

This has been a process for me. It is so easy to get caught up
in thoughts of self—pity, anger, lack, limitations, etc. The list of
negatives could go on and on. Every one has the power of
choice known as free will. You can choose each moment
whether to be happy or sad, angry or at peace. Each thought
you have will either strengthen you or weaken you. The mind is
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trapped in time. (Past = memory; future = anticipation) The pres- }

ent NOW is the only thing there is.

Thought is a creative power ("As a man thinketh, so is he." —

Bible). Use your mind to center on what you want. You attract

what you think about. All the relationships in your life are nothing —

but thought. How you perceive them becomes the reality of that

relationship. You experience all people through thoughts. When

you change your "thought" about any situation, the situation

changes. It is so important to use your mind to center on what

you want. Your determination to succeed is nothing more than

your thought to do so.

Mary Strong writes in her book, Letters from the Scattered

Brotherhood, that by allowing stupid thoughts to dwell and slip

through the mind is as dangerous as letting sharp tools slip

through the fingers. Watch how poisonous thoughts are created

by anger and resentment. When you are in that energy, you are

the one who feels bad. All of that anger and resentment manifests

itself in your body. Are your thoughts mostly positive or negative?

If thoughts are creative, what will be the result of what you are

creating now in your life? It is not what is in the world or in your

life that determines the quality of it; it is how you choose to

process "your" world in your thoughts.

Your own prosperity, or lack of it, also will affect the level of

your thinking. About 10 years ago I was going through a difficult

time after a break—up. My finances were at a terrible place.

Things seemed pretty hopeless. My friend Wayne called me and

said, "Let go of thoughts of lack and limitations." It was the most

powerful advice that I have ever been given. I did just that and

everything began to improve — my finances, my health and my

peace of mind. It really does work. So I say to you, "Let go of

thoughts of lack and limitations."

It has long been known that thought creates our reality. This

knowledge was held by many through the ages. "We become

what we think of all day long." — Emerson. "There is nothing

ever good or bad, but thinking makes it so." — Shakespeare.

"Change your thoughts and you change the world." — Peale.

"Think and grow rich." — Hill.

Let your thoughts reflect what you really want. Make up your

mind. Are you creating a peaceful reality? Accept no negative

thought whatsoever. When you are feeling chaos and your mind

seems to be your worst enemy, you can calm the mind through

mediation. There are many different mediation practices avail—

able. I will write about them in a future article. Wayne Dyers said,

"Give your mind the same mental training that you give your

body when you want your body to be in maximum physical con—

dition." You can create an atmosphere in which your mind is

clear and free.

Meanwhile, just become still and as quiet as possible and

focus your mind on peaceful ideas, such as a rolling brook, the

ocean, the mountains, etc. Just bring peace into the chaos, light

into the darkness of negativity.

In manifesting or creating what we want in our lives, we start

with our mind and the thoughts. Everything that exists started

with a thought and then the spoken word. "In the beginning was

the Word." — Bible. We continue creating and manifesting by the

words that we are speaking. Eliminate negatives from your

vocabulary (I can‘t, I am afraid, there is not enough, etc.). Make

it a practice to watch the words you are speaking and contem—

plate what you are creating for yourself and others with those

words. Are you speaking words that come from a loving place or

are you speaking words that are coming from a place of fear?

See Love & Light, page 21
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Love & Light

from page 20

Watch every idle word, thought and response.

When you follow your guidance and do not participate in
emotional criticism of your family or friends, you may struggle
with it but when you can overcome that negativity you are trans—
muting your energy. You feel so much better. You are released
from the binding of consequences of poisonous hates and
resentments to your self and your body. You have truly stood
guard at the doorway of your mind. A wonderful affirmation is: "I
am lifted by a thought into the eternal stillness of love and light
and powers and joy and knowledge and truth." — Mary Strong.

I say to you what the Bible says: "Be you transformed by the
renewing of the mind" during this month. Practice being in the
now and being aware of your thoughts, your words and your
deeds as you move to the next level of your spiritual journey.

I send you love and light.

Shelia Tankersly, founder and executive director of the former
Loving Arms, an HIV/AIDS social agency, is a spiritual consultant
and workshop facilitator. Her email is Shay46@bellsouth.net.

(This is an opinion/editorial piece. The views expressed in
this column are those of the writer and are not necessarily those
of Family & Friends Magazine or its staff.)

Be TheChange You

Want To See In The World!
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)The Stonewall

TIGERS
The University of Memphis      

On—Campus groupfor gay, lesbian, bisexual,transgender, queer and straight supporters

The Stonewall Tigers
(formerly BGALA) will host.

Former Major League .
Baseball Player

BILLY BEAN
Thursday, March 23, 2006

7:30 p.m. @The Rose Theatre

   

 

     

 

   

  

  onThe University ofMemphis campus

 

  

 

   For Ticket Information Call aati)
The Rose Theatre Box Office 678—1735
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If‘s been said that we are crazy at Prescott, because
of the stances we take and our proud tradition

of welcoming everyone, regardless of race, sexual, or
politicalorientation. It‘s been said that Jesus was crazy too and

we always try to do our very best to follow Him.
If you‘ve been looking for a church that‘s radically different,

with an active mission to explore compassion, peace, justice
and the love of Christ, come see what all the craziness is about!

Paster — V veins WHOLESALE JEWELER-

Germantown Py. 387-1005
TO BOLLA PASTA)

¢ 961 Getwell Road

near Park & Getwell f v
9:30 Sunday School 10:45 Worship P §. Perkins Ext. — 901.680.0020

901—327—8479 {OAK HALL BUILDING, NEXT To corpsmiTh‘s oak cour
www.prescottchurch.org ou f o. t..

PLATINUM belle . 5 &
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See Stars

A view that will knock you out —Starting in the $1605

Rooftop patio Nine foot windows

Private balconies Open floor plans

1—t0—3 bedrooms __ Indoor parking

mines eter

PRE— SELLING NOW

e ases ol ble f

met p r‘ uf dan ‘~ cao n ‘d o m

648 Riverside at Georgia cell 901.550.7478

Memphis, TN 38103 office 901.521.1593

Call Tom Davis | Henry Turley, Realtors

www. RIVERS TD E 64 8 .com
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MISCELLANEOUS

MUSINGS

editorial by Jim Easter

  President Bush stated on World AIDS

Day, Dec. 1, 2005, that the federal govern—

ment provides $17 billion a year. to fight AIDS inthe U.S. He did

not mention that nearly four billion goes to faith—based groups.

He said the U.S. stands behind the ABC approach, but we know

he favors the "A" — abstinence. He rarely refers to the "B" — be

faithful, andhe makes short shrift of the "C" — condoms. The

Cosmic Cowboy also announced a "New Partner Initiative" to

help even more faith—based groups prevent and treat AIDS.

Coincidentally (?) anti—gay evangelical pastor Rick Warren

announced a few hours later after a convocation of bishops at

his Saddleback (no, not Brokeback) megachurch in southern

California that "homosexuality is not evil, it‘s just unnatural." He

said evangelicals will minister to persons with AIDS (PWAs) in

"the hope of reducing suffering and saving souls" How? By turn—
_ing them straight?

The compassionate conservative has shown little or no com—
passion by reducing funding for many programs. Housing for
People with AIDS (HOPWA) took a big hit. Although Congress
continues to fund the now expired Ryan White Care Act, the act
remains in committee awaiting to be returned to the Senate and
House for a reinstatement vote. However, the administration‘s
proposed budget is far less than what is needed. Hopefully, the
11 states, which have waiting lists for the funds that provide HIV
medications, will be able to shorten their lists somewhat.

Joe Solmonese, president of the Human Rights Campaign,
recently noted that HIV/AIDS has become the leading cause of
death for African—American women age 24—33 in the U.S. He

 

UNAIDS or AMFAR,

also said that men who have sex with men (MSM) still account
for 44 percent of all HIV cases here.

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), 40 mil—
lion people will have AIDS this year; three million will die. Two
years ago on Dec. 1, WHO introduced its 3x5 Initiative, i.e., it
would treat three million people with AIDS by the end of 2005.
It missed its goal. Only one million have been treated with the
generic triple combination drugs manufactured in IndiaLess
than 10 percent of infected Africans have been treated. Why?
Lack of funding and opposition from Big Pharma, which will
lose megabucks because less costly generic antiviral drugs
are being used. $

Perhaps WHO and individual countries should follow Brazil‘s
lead and threaten to ignore the patent of certain drugs, such as
Kaletra. Abbott Labs, its maker, acquiesced and reduced the
price significantly. Now people of all income levels can be treat—
ed with the drug.

In India, home to an estimated five million PWAs, a whopping
90 percent have not been tested because of the stigmas asso—
ciated with the disease. Societal customs of silence and denial
contribute to the spread of the pandemic. Most PWAs are mid—
dle class heterosexuals because customs there allow pre— and
extra—marital sex.

You don‘t have to go to Africa, India or the Far East to help
fight this insidious disease. You don‘t have to contribute to WHO,

the American Foundation for AIDS
Research, although all are extremely worthy organizations. We
have a professionally—staffed, very efficiently operated AIDS
service organization right here in Memphis that needs your help.
Friends For Life (FFL) has a current caseload of 1,500 clients
with HIV/AIDS, 400 of whom are children.

Join me in pledging a buck a day for the next year to FFL.
C‘mon now, $35 for the first month and $30 a month thereafter
is pretty easy to remember. You‘ll get a written acknowledgment
of your generous gift and the personal satisfaction of knowing
you have made someone‘s life more endurable. FFL—is located
at 43 N. Cleveland, Memphis, TN, 38104; (901) 272—0855
www. $

In an effort to promote safer sex, FFL also provides free con—
‘doms in the bars. Be sure to use one.

(This is an opinion/editorial 
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Supply onDemand.

Since 1972 Yuletide has succeeded in

mecting the demands of Memphis area

businesses. 24—hour customer service, on—

line accounts, and fast "to your door‘

delivery are the demands we placed on —

ourselves to help establish Yuletide as the

office supply leader in the Mid—South.

Contact us about your office needs today.

1245 Sycamore View, Memphis, TN 38134

901 —372—8588 — Fax 901 —388—0785

piece. The views expressed in
this column are those of the

~ writer and are not necessarily.
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MGLCC to auction off ‘hachelors,‘

‘bachelorettes‘ to raise funds

The Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community Center will host

its Fourth Annual Bachelor and Bachelorette Auction on

Saturday, March 25, at 7:30 p.m. at Quetzel‘s Cafe, located at

668 Union Avenue.

The B&B Auction is one of the community center‘s most suc—

cessful fundraising events. The event consists of a variety of

community members who volunteer to be auctioned off.

However, the planning committee is excited about some of the

changes to this year‘s event.

First, the event will be held at Quetzel‘s Cafe. By day, the

venue is a hot, new internet cafe. By night, the facility lends itself

to the upscale atmosphere the center is looking to capture.

In addition, the format of the auction has changed. This year,

in addition to the bachelors and bachelorettes normally auc—

tioned at the event, the planning committee has lined up at least

one couple and a drag queen to be auctioned. The idea is to pro—

vide something for everyone.

"We felt like we‘ve missed out on the participation of happily

coupled community members in past years," said event chairper—

son Charlie Weatherall. "By auctioning off a couple this year, we

hope to broaden the participation. A couple now has the option to

purchase another couple for a double date. Hopefully, this will

prove a viable option and eliminate any possible awkwardness."

Each person or persons who are auctioned will come with a

prize pack, as well. A variety of dinners, theater tickets, etc. have

been donated as potential date activities. When you purchase

someone at the auction, you‘ll also receive everything you need

for the date. Cash, checks and credit cards will be accepted.

The Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community Center is a non—

profit 501(c)(3) working to create a better future for the GLBT

community in the Mid—South. It offers an array of diverse GLBT

services by utilizing the talents, energy and resources of its

members and surrounding community.

For more information, contact Jeffrey Curbo at vp@mgicc.org

or call Charlie Weatherall at (901) 483—2427.

ard annual Valuing Our Families

conference is slated for April 1

SunServe, Fort Lauderdale, Fla.‘s, gay and lesbian social

services agency, and Family Pride, the Washington, D.C.—based

national organization for lesbian, gay,

bisexual and transgender—headed

families will host the third annual

Valuing Our Families conference

Saturday, April 1, at the Metropolitan

Community Church‘s Sunshine

Cathedral in Fort Lauderdale.

This year‘s conference will focus

on changing the social and political

climate for LGBT families. Jennifer

Chrisler, executive director of Family

Pride, will provide the keynote

address. The day will close with a cel—

. ebration featuring two very special
ATs EA [VNTNN honorees, Congressman Barney

— 3 Frank (D—MA) and author Armistead

"JENNIFER—CHRISLER

  

SeeValuing Our Families, page 59
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The Brooks Museum League, a support organization for the

Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, will present its 2nd annual

Designers & Artists Showcase Friday, March 31, through

Sunday, April 2, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., at the Agricenter, 7777 Walnut

Grove Road.

The Designers & Artists Showcase is an event for top design—

ers and artists, both regional and national, to display and sell

their work. Many forms of art are represented, including jewelry,

metal, pottery, oil paintings, wood, photography, porcelain, fiber,

textiles and watercolor. Tickets are $10 per person and enable

the purchaser to return to the show on an unlimited basis.

A daily lunch, catered by Carrabba‘s & Bonefish, will also be

available for a nominal fee.

In addition to the showcase, several other events are

planned.

On Thursday, March 30, from 7 to 10 p.m., an Opening Night

Preview Fiesta is planned. The celebration will feature live music

by Los Contadores along with cash bar cocktails and heavy hors

d‘oeuvres. Review party attendees will get the first look at the lat—

est trends in color, furniture, artwork and accessories. A silent auc—

tion also will be part of the preview party. Cost is $55 per person.

Tickets include admission to the Designers & Artists Showcase.

On Friday, March 31, at 10:30 a.m., architectural histori—

an and University of Memphis Professor Jim Lutz will lecture

on Frank Lloyd Wright in "Absolutely Wright! A Look Inside

the Homes of America‘s Most Famous Architect." Tickets are

$35 each. Tickets include admission to the Designers &

Artists Showcase.

 

Your Family is in

good hands with

Ilistate.

* Home

e Auto

* Life

* Business

  

TIM MANESS

Sales Associate

Erin McDonald Agency

5055 Elmore

Memphis, TN 38134

phone: 901.372.3500

fax: 901.383.1099

claims: 800.386.6126

aS

Allstate.
You‘re in good hands.

24—Hour Customer Service
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Children‘s workshops will be held on Saturday, April 1. The

workshop for children ages four to six will be held 10 to 11 a.m.;

the workshop for children ages seven to nine will be held from

noon to 1 p.m, and the workshop for children ages 10 to 12 will be

held from 2 to 3 p.m.. Cost is $20 for children ages four to nine

and $25 for children ages 10 to 12. The cost includes supplies and

admission to the Designers & Artists Showcase for two adults.

And on Sunday, April 2, a Champagne Brunch and a Chico‘s

Fashion Show will be held from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.. The brunch is

being catered by Carrabba‘s & Bonefish. Tickets are $20 each

and reservations are suggested. Tickets include admission to

the Designers & Artists Showcase.

For more information or to purchase tickets (VISA and MC

accepted), call (901) 861—3637.

 

MID—SOUTH LAMBDA

PROFESSIONALS ALLIANCE

Networking Across the Mid—South

P.O. Box 41394 « Memphis, TN 38174—1394
www.yahoogroups.com/group/MidSouthLPA

invites members & prospective members

to the next

MidSouthLPA

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

  

NETWORKING EVENT

Tuesday, April 4, 2006

Dino‘s Grill, 645 N. McLean Blvd.

5:30 pm Social Hour with complimentary appetizers;

beverages availablefor purchase

6:30 pm Program

7:00 pm Dutch—treat dinner

*RSVP by email to:

MidSouthLPA@yahoo.com

BESURE TO BRING PLENTY OF BUSINESS CARDS!

$5 per person
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Gay Softball

from page 6

where, I‘m a utility player," Daley said. "Except pitcher, I can‘t

pitch. Catching is the position I love the most. As far as slow

pitch, I‘ll play any position, so long as I can play. I first played

with Holy Trinity Community Church‘s team many years ago. I‘ve

played the last four years with the Neons."

The women‘s league

Three veteran BCSA softball women went to bat for the new

women‘s—only league: Daley, Tonya Shropshire, and Michelle

"Mimi" Homer.

"Part of how we got together was a bunch of us had been

going to coed softball tournaments," Daley, whose job as com—

missioner it is to coordinate games, fields, teams, finances,

umpires, etc., said. While awaiting their time on the field, the

women would watch other games going on nearby, including

those of women‘s only tournaments. "The only way to play was

to have a viable league here so we could go play in the women‘s

only tournaments." f

Daley was the one to go to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., for the

North American Gay Amateur Athletic Alliance (NAGAAA) winter

meetings, Feb. 10 to 12, to seek approval for a Memphis area

women‘s—only softball league.

"I had to go to the NAGAAA winter meeting in Fort

Lauderdale to talk to them about the new women‘s league,"

Daley said. "I had to sell the idea in a 15—minute presentation. I

talked to them about financing the league, how many teams we

expected, how many players and how often we expected to play.

We had to prove the league would be viable. After the presenta—

tion, the board asked me questions."

The NAGAAA voted to sanction the Memphis Women‘s

League. So far, there are four teams and about 60 women

signed up for the new league.

Daley said some women will play on both coed and women‘s

teams. However, some women prefer to only play on the

women‘s teams.

"We expect also to attract players from the Memphis Park

Commission League and the Bartlett League," she added.

"We will model the NAGAAA format with four divisions. A is

the most competitive level and D is (for) entry level players," she

continued. "The individual coaches decide about how to place

their individual team members."

Coed Teams

At present, the coed softball league consists of:

* The Neons, Chris Brower coach, sponsored by Frank Balton

Sign Co.

* Hobos, Michelle Homer coach, sponsored by RP Tracks

* (Name TBA), Rachel Maxwell, coach, sponsored by One

More Bar & Grill

* Crushers, (coach TBA), sponsored by Memphis Gay &

Lesbian Community Center

* Misfits, Chris Haskins coach, sponsored by Young Avenue

Deli

* Heat, Chuck Saylor coach, sponsored by the Pumping

Station

* Enforcers, Tonya Shropshire coach, sponsored by The

Paragon

"We hope to add three more teams before April 23, opening

day," Balton said. "If anyone is interested in joining a team or

starting their own team, they can go online to www.bluffcitys—

ports.net and sign up."

BCSA welcomes all, from the novice to the avid player.

28 FAMILY & friends Marc 2006

  

Steps are taken to place each player where they can do their

best work.

"The online sign—up form addresses the skill level of the play—

er and the position they prefer to play," Balton explained. "We

will match them with a team that fits the player‘s needs.

Beginners are WELCOME, in fact they are an important part of

the growth of gay softball in Memphis. We have skilled coaches

who will take the time to teach beginners the necessary skills to

compete. We try to provide a fun atmosphere for all.

"Last year, we divided our league into two divisions — com—

petitive and recreational," he added. "This helped us keep a

good balance of teams. Also, if someone wants to play for a par—

ticular team they can make that request on the website when

they fill out the form."

Sponsorships

Often, teams are known by their sponsors, thus allowing a lot

of name recognition for a decent advertising dollar. f

"We have close to 200 players and fans in our league, so

sponsors can reach a large group with their sponsorships,"

Balton added. "Each week, we pick one sponsor to support

after our games. We also have fundraisers at many of our

sponsors‘ facilities."

For more information on sponsorship, go online to

www.bluffcitysports.net.

All are invited!

Both BCSA leagues plan on fundraisers prior to Opening Day

and during the season, as well. The public is invited to RP

Billiards, located at 525 South Highland near The University of

Memphis, on Thursday, March 16, from 7 to 9 p.m.; this is a time

to meet and greet and to recruit players. Also, team players will

be at various bars the week of March 19 to 26 for other fundrais—

ers and to provide BCSA recruitment information.

Of course, BSCA extends an open invitation to the public to

come out to any of the ball games and enjoy a day of baseball

and cheering for your favorite players and teams. And, if you find

you would like to give the game a try later on, there will be plen—

ty of people to talk to at the field.

"Come and take a look and watch and see if you are inter—

ested in playing," Daley said inviting Family & Friends‘ readers

out to the games.

"COME PLAY BALL and HAVE some FUN!" Balton agreed.

Tournaments

The NAGAAA 2006 Gay Softball World Series (GSWS) will

be held in Fort. Lauderdale Aug. 14 to 19, hosted by Ft.

Lauderdale and the South Florida Amateur Athletic Association.

The official host hotel will be The Westin Fort Lauderdale. For

more information, go online to www.series2006.org.

Teams from across the country will be participating in the

2006 Memphis Blues Bash Tournament, directed by Chris

Haskins, which is slated for Oct. 7 to 8. This event runs simulta—

neously with the Memphis Gay and Lesbian Community

Center‘s Gaymes. Although not part of the MGLCC Gaymes, the

awards for the 2006 Memphis Blues Bash Tournament will be

given out at the Gay Games closing ceremony. For more infor—

mation, go online to www.memphisbluesbash.com.

For more information on the NAGAAA, go online to

www.nagaaasoftball.org for the open division or www.nagaaa—

women.org for the women‘s division.

|_Letthe ChangeBeginWithYOU!
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Gorgeous

You

by Larry DeLancey

  TO DYE FOR

At one time or another we have all

changed our hair color, some more than others. Even if we just

want a softer look by adding highlights, or just to cover that

aged—looking grey. We are all guilty of wanting that youthful look.

Most people do use their brains and go see the professional

hairstylist for their hair care needs. But there are others who feel

they can become a "Kitchen Beautician" with the wide selection

of box color at their local drugstore.

Just because the girl on the box has beautiful hair doesn‘t

mean you will. That girl/model didn‘t do her own color nor did the

models on the commercials for haircolor do theirs, as well. A pro—

fessional hairstylist did it for them.

Being a professional hairstylist, like most others, I have

 

 

heard all the excuses there are as to why people try to "box"

themselves. The most common one is the cost for a hairstylst to

do it is so much more than just going to the store and buying a

box of color. & <

Yes, we might be a little more expensive than that mystery

box of color that you don‘t know what the end result may be. But

1 do feel thatwe are worth every penny. Not only do hairstylists

stand behind their services, but you know it will be correct and

your hair will be in great shape.

But with boxing it, you may have a lucky turn but eventually

luck does run out. Why chance your hair to the disastrous

event waiting to happen. If you do find yourself with a problem

on your hands, you will still have to see a professional to cor—

rect the bad color.

Box coloring your hair is not all its cracked up to be. You

wouldn‘t give yourself a root canalif you are having a toothache,

so why do your own hair color?

Stylists are always going to have to fix the kitchen colors and

home perms that people subject their hair to. But we are here to

help you with your haircare needs before and after you play

beauty shop with "do it yourself" color.

Larry Delancey, hair stylist and make up artist, is the owner

of Hi Gorgeous, Inc., located at 1475 Madison Ave.

(This is an opinion/editorial piece. The views expressed in

this column are those of the writer and are not necessarily those

of Family & Friends Magazine or its staff.)

 

 

 
 

BOTH CLUBS ARE

$2 OFF enevous2ortmestocoven
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Stephen Pair i
Licensed Massace Tnerapist/Personat Trainer

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
SPORTS * THERAPEUTIC
RELAXING *. SWEDISH

(O01) 277—1705
STEPHENPAIR@AOL.COM

1684 PorLar Aveur 7

MemrhHiis,TN 38104

 

, Awaken

» Your Life!!

= Individual, Couples
and Group Therapy

Susan Taranto, LMFT

901—323—2078

  

  

  

Homosexuality:
is not an
addiction /

  

  
  

 

  

 

  

Living Word Christian Church

Sunday 10am & 6pm "A Place For All People

Wednesday 7pm To Worship Together!"

2489 Broad Avenue f

901—452—6272

A Powerful Place to belong

wwwlivingwordchristianchurch.net
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STEVE SOLOMON
Broker

Office (901) 278—4380
Residence (901) 454—1931

54 S. Cooper « Memphis, TN 38104
e—mail: Stevenc1@aol.com

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As other denominations

tell you, "No,"

we continue to proclaim

a joyous "YES!"

First Congregational

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

An Open andAffirming Church

welcoming all the children ofGod

into a community offaith and Spirit!
 

We‘re in the Cooper—Young neighborhood!

1000 South Cooper

Worship at 10:30 on Sunday mornings

www.firstcongo.com
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2006Humanitarian

   

     i

Memphian and Family & Friends staff writer Jim

Norcross shows off his latest award with pride.

This latest honor, which Norcross says is his

biggest award to date, was presented to him by

The Mystic Krewe of Memphis United at their

bail last month. He is MU‘s 2006 Humanitarian.
   

 

 

"BioScrip isn‘t the kind of pharmacy that has

a paperback department. But they‘ll help

you write the next chapter of your life."

At BioSerip Pharmacy (formerly StatSeript

Pharmacy), what makes us different makes us

better, As a specialty pharmacy with almost 20 years

 

ofexperience, we provide an innovative scope of

support, so that individuals wich HIV/AIDS and other chronic conditions

can approach their health with astrong and confident outlook,

biopscrip

PHARMACY

1424 Union Avenue, Memphis, TN 38104

901—725—7828

Toll—free: 1—866—557—8811
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l" THE MIX for the musicali

Where Joy Kills Sorrow
Garrin Benfield >

Zacksongs Music
Garrin Benfield, singer, guitarist and songwriter, was most

recently honored as "Number One Indie Artist of 2005" by The
Advocate magazine. He adds that award to praise from other
publications, including QSF, Out, Performing Songwriter, Music
Connection, Relix and Acoustic Guitar Magazine.

In recording Benfield‘s latest CD, Where Joy Kills Sorrow, he
and co—producer Michael Rodriguez set out to record Benfield‘s
songs in a way that was both innovative and radio—friendly.
Tracks like the Pink Floyd—ian opening number "The Loop," the
Beatle—esque "Answers," the lilting "What you Wanted to Hear"
and the hard—driving "Don‘t Panic" are examples of the duo‘s
commitment to ingenuity in recording and songwriting, as well as
a consideration of the album‘s accessibility.

Where Joy Kills Sorrow is a blend of complex arrangements
and serious pop. Benfield performs all vocals, guitar, baritone
guitar, mandolin and much of the bass guitar parts on the album.
All 11 tracks are full—band recording using Benfield‘s regular per—

forming band.
Song samples and more information are available online at

www.garrin.com.

 

 

inclined

 

Pride
Ashley Macisaac <
Koch Records

Canadian Ashley Macisaac‘s newest album, Pride, will be

released in the U.S., March 21.
Maclsaac, a two—time Juno Award—winner (Canada‘s

Grammy Award equivalent) is a traditionalist with a penchant for
experimentation. His ability to cross the boundaries of folk,
punk, garage rock and metal, all bound together by his aston—
ishing fiddle—playing, branded him as an eccentric, an upstart
and a pioneer. He is often remembered for lifting his kilt while
performing live on "Late Night With Conan O‘Brien," and com—
ing out in the media while his debut traditional album topped the

international charts.
Pride signifies a bold step in a new direction for Macisaac. He

has abandoned his trademark fiddle and has delivered a
remarkable album, emerging as a singer—songwriter. Pride‘s col—
lection of songs are lo—fi arrangements with distorted guitars that
have more in common with Tom Waits, Nick Cave and Beck than
with the traditional Celtic influences of his previous recordings.

For more information, go online to www.ashleymacisaac.com,
www.myspace.com/ashleymacisaac or www.purevolume.com/ash—

leymacisaac.
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FORYOUR FAMILY news & EVENTS FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

Memphis Symphony to present Peferand The Wolf
 

The Memphis Symphony Orchestra will

present Peter and the Wolf, narrated by

actress Priscilla Presley, on Sunday, March

26, at 2:30 p.m. at the Cannon Center for

the Performing Arts, located at 255 North

Main Street in downtown Memphis.

The pre—concert activities start in the

Cannon lobby at 1:15 p.m. They include

such things as the Instrument Petting Zoo,

Musical Bingo, storytelling and crafts.

Russian composer Prokofiev wrote Peter

and the Wolf, a tale for narrator and orches—

tra, to introduce children to the instruments

of the orchestra. Each person and animal in

    

the story is represented by an instrument

(or group of instruments) playing a particu—

lar musical theme.

Single tickets for the concert are $15 for

adults and $8 for children before the concert.

At the door, adult tickets are $16 and chil—

dren‘s tickets are $9. To order concert tickets

and charge—by—phone, call the MSO Box

Office at (901) 454—6774; go online to

www.memphissymphony.org, or visit the

MSO office at 3100 Walnut Grove Road, Suite

501. Office hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., daily.

This is an Arts Access Event, see page

48 for details.

QWompizissymphony* orchestra

 

The Children‘s Museum of Memphis (CMOM), 2525 Central
Avenue, is seeking teen volunteers for its annual Summer Teen
Volunteer Program.

"We are looking for teen volunteers to fill a variety of posi—
tions," said Brad Laney, CMOM visitor services assistant.
"Everyone has skills they can share with the kids. We have a
variety of positions for helping hands."

If you are at least 13 years old by June and have the enthu—
siasm to work with younger children, this is your chance to do
something worthwhile with your summer while gaining valuable
work experience. Teens work a minimum of two, four—hour shifts
each week. Assignments involve interacting with children, assist—
ing with weekly programs, monitoring exhibit areas and prepar—
ing materials for activities.

Take Action!
Advocacy and legal assistance:

ACLU — Lesbian & Gay Rights Project
www.aclu.org/getequal | 212—549—2627

Student and GSA resources:
GLSEN — Gay, Lesbian &Straight Education Network

www.glsen.org | 212—727—0135

X¥ ourX
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Deadline for applications, which are available at CMOM or by
calling (901) 458—2678, is April 21. Teens selected must interview
for the position. Those selected from the interviews will attend a
mandatory training session. The program runs June to August.

For more information, call Brad Laney at (901) 458—2678, ext. 243.

Does your child dream of being a "CMOM Idol?" Register
your little star now for this fun and thrilling Kid Karaoke Contest
to be held at The Children‘s Museum of Memphis, 2525 Central
Avenue, on Thursday, March 16, at 2 p.m.

After registration, contestants must compete in a preliminary
competition on March 14, where 10 finalists will be selected.
These 10 finalists will actually perform in the contest on March
16, before a professional panel of judges. Prizes for first, second
and third place will be awarded.

The contest is open to children 12 years old and younger. All
participants will receive a certificate of participation. Contestants
must agree to and follow the contest‘s rules. Space is limited to
40 children.

For a full list of contest rules, to learn more about the event
or to register, call the museum at (901) 458—2678.
 

PROYECTO 1IGUALDAD m
"Todos Somos Familia..." Lambda

    libertad orgullo 
igualdad

www.lambdalegalorg/proyecto
justicia
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Painful teeth, swollen We pride

gums, ugly stains and ourselves on

bad breath are : We strive to fairness and

messages from your Make your provide open—mindedness.

teeth saying, "We teeth feel good comfortable
again. Call us

today, we‘ll

listen.

(T> William N. Castle, pbs |

79 NORTH COOPER ST

MEMPHIS, TN 38104

IN MIDTOWN MEMPHIS

BETWEEN MADISON & POPLAR

need help!" treatment with a

soft, gentle touch.
   

      

  

  

   

  

FREE TAKE HOME

WHITENING KIT

($365 VALUE) FOR NEW

PATIENTS WITH NEW

#, | PATIENT EXAM, CLEANING

tea."L & XRAYS
Offer valid for 30 days

(901) 685—5008
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Basic nutrition, supplements for HIV+ people

by Mark Bowers, guest writer

Whether you choose to treat HIV disease with medications or

not, just being HIV+ means that you have to pay closer attention

to nutrition and supplements.

HIV changes everyone‘s nutritional status and can lead to

wasting (a loss of lean body mass). For some, wasting is the

result of eating less; for others, food is not absorbed as well as

it was before they became infected. Diarrhea, which is common

in HIV+ people, gradually eats away at the body, especially

muscle tissue.

The natural hormones that help your body convert food into

muscle and other tissues usually decrease because of HIV. And

the vitamins and minerals that help your body use the foods you

eat work differently now, too.

What to eat and drink and which supplements to take depend

on if you are taking HIV medications. If you don‘t take any meds,

you are more likely to lose weight because of certain HIV symp—

toms. You are fighting infections all the time, so you need more

calories, especially from protein, than you did before.

Ask for a nutritional consult; your doctor can recommend one

through a hospital, a service agency or the local clinic. Start to

HIV/AIDS TESTING SITES & INFORMATION

Friends For Life & The Positive Living Center

43 North Cleveland, Memphis, TN 38104
Call Friends For Life for dates and times

FREE OraSure + appointments may be required
For more information, call (901) 272—0855

Memphis & Shelby County Health Department
814 Jefferson Avenue, Room 221 « 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Monday—Friday « Testing conducted on teens, ages 13 and

up, without parental consent. HIV Test Cost: FREE
For more information, call (901) 544—6808

Memphis Regional Planned Parenthood
1407 Union Avenue, Third Floor « 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday

to Thursday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fridays « FREE OraSure
testing for ages 13—24, over age 24: $35 blood test,

$40 OraSure « For more information, call (901) 725—1717

New Directions Inc.
4466 Elvis Presley, Suite 310 + 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
to Friday « Appointments required + HIV Test Cost: FREE

For more information, call (901) 346—5497

The Shot Nurse
4646 Poplar/So. Perkins » 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday—Friday,
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Wednesdays « There is a charge for an
HIV test « For more information, call (901) 685—9999

Medical Testing Resources Inc.

4322 American Way + 9 am to 4:30 pm Monday—Friday

OraQuick 20—minute HIV test « Confidential

Cost: $70 to $90 — ages 13 and up

For more information, call (901) 795—5905

The Exodus Empowerment Project

2600 Poplar Avenue « Suite 200

For more information, call (901) 458—4717
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track your weight and what you eat and drink. Ask the

dietician and doctor to measure your vitamin B12, folate, mag—

nesium and testosterone levels and to supplement them for you

if they are low. You need them to help you avoid anemia, thin—

ning bones and the infections that come with a weaker immune

system. Vitamin A (no more than 25,000 units a day) is often

recommended.

People who do take HIV medications are more likely to gain

weight, but it is more likely to be fat that builds up in the breasts,

belly and back. Work with your doctor to find the right diet for

you. Some meds increase fats and sugars in your blood, so you

will fight back by decreasing the amount of fatty and sugary

foods you eat.

Some meds bring side effects like diarrhea, nausea, mental

changes and foot pain. Antioxidants, vitamins and mineral sup—

plements can help you combat these side effects. Avoid taking

extra zinc, vitamin A or iron unless your doctor prescribes them

for you. If you take protease inhibitors, don‘t take any extra vita—

min E or A (unless. they are included in your daily multivitamin).

Anyone with HIV can benefit from a multivitamin twice a day

and an antioxidant supplement once a day. Most people need a

little extra calcium; 1,000 mg is safe and effective, 1,500 is bet—

ter if you are a woman in menopause.

Want to

know

if youare

HIV positive?

At Planned Parenthood

results take just

20 minutes.

 

Memphis Regional

= Planned Parenthood"

1407 Union Ave., Third Floor « 725 F
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FFL executive director resigns } f ‘a (2
While an official press release was still forthcoming as of E 8

press time, we were notified by email that Friends For Life V d

Executive Director Kim A. Moss has tendered his resignation.

X?! submittled my resignation ... to the board of direcltjrs a. af flail (901) 528“(HASH (2274)

the monthly board meeting," Moss wrote in his email. "My resig—
naation willsbe effective May 5, however, I will remain employed and. pI‘OVlde 8. tip OH a

by th ency after that date on a part—time basis to write grants

artd heel}? with/tuning. The bogrd will begin sslearch for a new CTme or a» pOhb1ble CTme

tive director immediately.

exeou loll; decisitornwfi. is nlot biased on any health problems as I JT‘Ibt tell What You mow or

feel great and ready for another challenge professionally," his suspect affix get a beeret

 

 

 

Se
ve
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email added.

e? ID mamber. Use It later to

Nutmton nees call back and find out 1f

Everyone needs to increase their protein intake and exercise the pOllCe made an arreSt

to get the most from their diet. Eggs, tofu, low—fat meat and fish f and how to get STD-LII, cash 2

(not fried) are good sources of protein. If you can eat milk prod—
ucts (ask your doctor about lactose intolerance), cheese and ice
cream are other good sources.

Mark Bowers, M.S. is director of HIV care clinical research at
St. Francis Memorial Hospital in San Francisco.

Reprinted with permission from www.PositiveWords.com

© 2004 by Prochilo Health, Inc.  
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I ART ONmun '

The Memphis Brooks Museum of—Art, located at 1934 Poplar Avenue_in Overton Park, will present "Themagic of Maxfield Parrish at theBrooks" March 10 through May 7.The exhibit will include more than70 works from one of American‘sbest—known and beloved artists,also known as the Master of Make—Believe. Supplemental objectsinclude Parrish‘s own props, photo—graphs and set models used tostage the scenery for his fantasticimagery, lending insight into hisworking methods.Parrish is known for his idyllic landscapes and whimsicalcharacters rendered in lush, breath—taking color. He created  www.brooksmuseum.org.

 

numerous calendar and book illus—trations, as well as cover designsfor magazines, including Colflier‘s,Ladies‘ Home Journal,Cosmopolitan, Life and Century.The museum hours are Tuesdaythrough Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.;Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., andSunday, 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.Admission is $6 for adults; $5 for sen—iors (65+); $2 for students with validID, and free for children under agesix. On First Tennessee Bank FreeWednesday, the first Wednesday ofthe month, admission is free and hours are extended to 9 p.m.For more information, call (901) 544—6200 or go online to

Ballet Memphis will present
"Connections: Food" at The Bridges
Center, 477 North Fifth Street, on
Saturday, March 25, at 7 p.m.

This special event will feature a
five—course meal created by top
Memphis chefs Erling Jensen,
Karen Blockman Carrier and Felicia
Suzanne Willett. New choreography
by Ballet Memphis artists will
accompany each course.

"The Connections Series is a way
to remind people how much art
affects our life, and enhances it,"
said Dorothy Gunther Pugh, artistic director of Ballet Memphis.

 

 

 

 

"I find theart of creating and preparing unique
and pleasurable food very similar to choreo—
graphing and experiencing great dance. Both
have texture, color and limitations imposed on
them by time, space (a stage or a plate) and an
individual‘s vision, and are open to all kinds of
interpretation. Both, well done and cared over,
intrinsically say that life is worth experiencing,
risking and celebrating. Dance and food focus us
on the now, and often in a communal situation
we share them with other people we know, love
or would like to know better."

Cost is $135 per person; $250 per couple, or
$1,000 per table of eight.

For reservations or more information, call (901) 737—7322,
ext. 302, or go online to www.balletmemphis.org.

 

Eclectic Eye to present new works

by Melanie Andersonin showroom
Eclectic Eye, 242 The National p South Cooper, will pres—Ornamental Metal f "oY ent "New Works byMuseum, 374

—

Metal Melanie Anderson" in
its showroom March 24
through April 26.

An opening reception
is set for Friday, March
24, from 6 to 8 p.m.

Anderson expresses her joy of art through a variety of medi—
ums capturing her love of human expression and curiosity of the
abstract. She loves using very strong, saturated colors to create
a sense of graphic design and movement and her art tends to be
bright and happy.

For more information, call (901) 276—3937 or go online to
www.eclectic—eye.com.

Museum Drive, will pres—
ent "Mineral to Metal,"
March 26 to June 4. An opening reception is set for
Saturday, March 25, at 5 p.m.

Museum hours are Tuesday to Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5
p.m., and Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. Tickets are $4 for adults;
$3 for seniors (62+); $2 for students with valid ID and chil—
dren ages five to 18, and free for children under the age
of five.

For more Information go online to www.metalmuse—

um.org or call (901) 774—6380.

  
METAL MUS EU M
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, £ &‘ T Entertainment Proudly Presents:

l # o 4 _

Miss Mid America 2006 Dageant

an official preliminary to Miss Gay America ® :— :

Featuring thefinest in female zmpersonatwn
from across the country

 

 
achael E.

Miss Gay America 2004
Miss Mid America 2003

Raquo "heva

Miss Gay America 2005

Miss Gay America 2006

_ Miss Mid America 2005 —

AhEAN’l‘S
A Division of L & T Entertainment

9:30 pm Miss GayAmuica 2000Nth s Gay America 2003 :

M1; Mid America 3005 Friday March 31 2006 — viiss id 1999
Backstreet Coliseum

2018 Court Ave, Memphis TN 38104

___ Admission | — $150.00 contestant entry fee

$10.00 in advance j — ($125.00 entry
$12.00 at the door , fee if paid by 3—15—2006)

for more information call

901—603—4838

or visit www.missgayamerica.com
(click on the prefminaries link)

Sponsored in part by: Friends and Family Magazine * Sharp Flowers
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BARS & CLUBS

1. Backstreet Memphis
2018 Court Street
(901) 276—5522

2. J— s
1268 Madison Avenue
(901) 725—1909

3. The Jungle
1474 Madison Avenue
(901) 278—0521

4. —Lorenz/Aftershock
1528 Madison Avenue
(901) 274—8272

5. Madison Flame
1588 Madison Avenue
(901) 278—0569

6. Metro Memphis
1349Autumn Street
(801) 274—8010

7. Allusions (inset)
3204 North Thomas
(901) 357—8383

8. One More
2117 Peabody
(901) 278—MORE
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9. The Pumping Station

1382 PoplarAvenue

(901) 272—7600

10. Paragon

2865 Walnut Grove Rd.

(901) 320—0026

11. Printer‘s Alley

322 S. Cleveland

(901) 725—9809

12. Sessions

1278 Jefferson

(901) 276—1882

 

GLBT RETAILERS

INZ & OUTZ Cards & Gifts

553 South Cooper

(901) 728—6535

 

E
n

N.
A
V
A
L
O
A

B
E
L
V
E
D
E
R
I

La

~ MADfSONA —

——. MoNnor “a

Ct

S.
BE
LV
ED
ER
E

i
y

[30

Lesbovis

Map is not to scale
Not all streets are shown
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PEABODY AVE,

AREA RESTAURANTS
Pie In The Sky Pizza
2149 Young Avenue
(901) 276—7437

 

 

Bogie‘s Delicatessen Grill in‘ Bar
2098 LaSalle Place 326 S. Cleveland Audrey Rose Cafe
(901) 272—0022 (801) 725—9809 2670 Union Extended

Suite 100The Brushmark Molly‘s La Casita ($61)J3231196
1934 Poplar(in the Brooks) 2006 Madison Avenue
(901) 544—6225 (901) 7261873 NOTVIEWABLE

ON

MAP
: Miss Cordelia‘s

Buns On The Run One More Bar& Grill Ts? Harbor Bend Road
2150 Elzey Avenue 2117 Peabody (901) 526—4772
(901) 278—BUNS (901) 278—MORE

Pancho‘s 8 7
Cafe Ole Barksdale Restaurant * 717 N. Whitestation
2127 Young Avenue 237 South Cooper (801) 685.5404
(901) 274—1504 (901) 7222193 * 87 S. Second Street

(901) 522—0011
Cafe Society Young Avenue Deli
242 N. Evergreen 2119 Young Avenue RP Tracks
(901 722217? (901) 278—0034 3547 Walker Street

(901) 327—1471
Dish Zinnie‘s East soco
948 S. Cooper 1718 Madison Avenue
(901) 276—0002 (801) 274—7101

A Circuit Playhouse C Malco‘s Studio on the Square NOT ON MAP
1705 PoplarAvenue 2105 Court Avenue The Orpheum
(901) 726—4656 Movie Hotline: (901) 681—2020

__

203 South Main Street
(801) 525—3000

B Emerald Theatre Company

—

D Playhouse on the Square Theatre Memphis
2085 Monroe Avenue 51 South Cooper 630 Perkins Extended
(801) 722—9302 (901) 7264656 (901) 682—8323
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by Laer Gib Retae

The Hunt Phelan Inn is a place

where the whole warmth, graciousness

and elegance of Southern living come

to life in our rush, rush world. Dining at

Hunt Phelan is much like eating a

Sunday dinner at your great Aunt

Edith‘s where no finery is too good for

her welcomed guests. a

For those not familiar with the Hunt

Phelan Mansion, it is the only antebellum

home in Memphis open to the public.

Hunt Phelan was built in 1828, and is one

of the most historical buildings in

Memphis. It is listed on the National

Register of Historic Places and, during

the Civil War, Ulysses S. Grant personal—

ly seized the beautiful mansion and its

grounds as his headquarters. Long

before being open to the public,

President Andrew Jackson, Andrew

 

   

E )ob‘s ts
arksdale

RESTAURANT
OPEN TO SERVE YOU

Monday—Friday, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday—Sunday, 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.

237 South Cooper
(901) 722—2193

 

DINING OUT

 

  

  

y at
Hunt Phelan

Johnson and Confederate President
Jefferson Davis at one point each visited
and slept at Hunt Phelan. Upon General
Grant‘s departure, the homeserved as a
hospital and lodge for Union soldiers.
After the war, the house became the First
Freedman‘s Bureau School to educate
newly—freed slaves.

In December of 2005, Hunt Phelan
opened as a five—bedroom luxury bed and
breakfast with a veranda grill and a fine
diningrestaurant. Hunt Phelan homeown—
er Bill Day and partners Bud Chittom and
Herb Omell wanted to create an atmos—

~phere with a New Orleans flavor. They
also, of course, wanted great food so the
veranda grill and the restaurant opened:
under the management of renowned New
Orleans restaurateur Joe Segreto
(Broussard‘s). Segreto then recruited well

renowned New Orleans chef Stephen
Hassinger to be the restaurant‘s chef
extraordinaire. He had worked under
Susan Spicer at Bayona and Cobalt in
New Orleans and had planned to open

— up Cafe New Orleans in Vancouver,
when Hurricane Katrina hit the
sion it is clear at least one good thing
has come out of Katrina!

Besides great food, the most won—
derful thing about dining at Hunt

— Phelan is the Southern elegance that
has been maintainedat this national
treasure, which is now open to the
public. The bed and breakfast may be
a visit to make for a night or two, even

— if you already live in Memphis. But if
you don‘t want to spend the money to

(901)
327

©1471

 

TKACKSrestaurant and bar
ree e ana p h i &

   

   

Crescent City. After dining at the man——

stay at the mansion, which starts at

Walker

 

     

 

  

   

$240 a night, you definitely shouldn‘t miss
dining at the mansion. §

The fine dining is presented in a gra—
cious Southern style with a French Creole

_ See Dining Out, page 43

7 GREAT LOCATIONS
3810 Hacks Cross Rd.

Suite 108
Memphis, TN

901—753—3900
NEWYORK STYLE WWW.

© / lohnnyBruscos
.COM

8230 Camp Creek Bivd.
your Suite 104

neighborhood Olive Branch, MS
pizzeria ... 662—893—2030

 

  

   

  
    
    

      

    

 

  

   

  

  

     

 

 

  

1a, f
A/ La Casita
MEXICAN RESTAURANT

2006 __
Madison —

> Xt
2150 Elzey Ave. east of Cooper
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THEY SAY

YOU ARE WHAT YOU EAT.

she ke we ote ne the we ole ce oie sh ote ote he oe oke ote ole le she le e e oie steoe

THAT‘S WHY

WE SELL BEAUTIFUL FOOD.

737 Harbor Bend &d. in Karbar Town
1015264772

 

Dining Out

from page 43

twist. Popular selections on the fine dining menu include appetizers

such as French onion soup; Crab Justine; Oysters "Orleans;" quail

and proscitto, sage and garlic almond sauce; Escargot

Bourguignon, and a goat cheese or baby lettuce salad. The stan—

dard entrees include sea scallops with sweet pea risotto and gin—

ger cream; redfish "Clemenceau" with shrimp, potatoes, mush—

rooms and peas; salmon and oysters with potato celeric mashed,

asparagus and saffron cream; duck breast with greens, sweet

potatoes and pepper jelly sauce; Cornish game hen with arti—

chokes, root vegetables and natural jus; port chop with spaetzle,

red cabbage and shallot rosemary sauce; veal chop with creamy

polenta and wild mushroom sauce; lamb chop with a rosemary

crust, ratatouille and zinfandel reduction, and a beef filet with

Yukon gold potatoes, port roasted shallots and a choice of sauces.

The fine dining restaurant also has a full menu of daily spe—

cials, including a daily vegetarian entree. The daily specials on

the night we dined included, as appetizers, a mushroom soup

with sherry; a specialty salad with grilled Gulf shrimp "bagna

cauda" with cauliflower, celery and fennel, and salmon "tartare"

with cucumber, olive, lemon oil and truffled potato crisps. The

entree specials included Grouper with spinach, mushroom and

shrimp wrapped in a puff pastry; beef tournedos and fingerling

potatoes and green peppercorn brandy cream; "Cassoulet" with

duck confit, French lentils and pheasant sausage, and the veg—

etarian option of Risotto "Provencal" with artichokes, asparagus,

olives and sun—dried tomatoes.

See Dining Out, page 54
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by Rex Wockner, staff writer

It was a much smaller Mardi Gras in the gay area of the

French Quarter this year but spirits were clearly high and some

people said they preferred not being crushed by the crowds.

"I‘d say it‘s about a third as many

people, but we only have 25 percent of

our hotel rooms," said New Orleanian

Volney Hill. "Also, most people usually

crash with their friends and 80 percent

of the houses are gone, so their friends

aren‘t here either.

"So, 1 think

this is actually

very promis—

ing," Hill said.

"People are going to get here one way

or another. I have more people staying

 

Gras, agreed with Hill.

"... (It‘s a lighter crowd. It‘s

usually packed full of people

throwing beads here (in front of

the gay bar Cafe Lafitte In

Exile)," Maldonado said.

Local resident Reuben said

he didn‘t mind the smaller crowd.

"It‘s more tolerable. You can

get around, you don‘t have to

worry about all the cramped—

ness," Reuben said. "It‘s better to

me with a small crowd."

Local drag queen D. L.

Broadway agreed.

 

 

Lookmg for a backissue?.

Call (901) 682-2669

with me this year than ever. | pretty
much serve as a hotel right now."

Rafael Maldonado, who came in
from Mobile, Ala., for his 15th Mardi  
 

Famiy Ausum 2006 Gras ParapE, NEw ORLEANS
American

Tuxedo

Photos
byRex

Wockner

 

www.americantuxedos.com
* Free Groom‘s Tuxedo Program
* Over 100 Styles Available
* Discounts on Invitations
* Open Evenings & Sundays
* Best Place in Town ...
GUARANTEED!
4122 Poplar Avenue
next to Sekisui
901—161—2848

4130 Riverdale
across from Wal—Mart

901—153—8891
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2006 Marpt Gras in NEW ORLEANS Famiy Arsum

 

Photos by

Rex Wockner
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" A newborn child is born into this world

without any cares in the world. He or she

doesm‘t have to worry about HIV. He or _

she is innocent, but unlike anewborn

child we have a the right to choose each

action that we take. Be smart about your

health. Know your Status. ___ v <

Get tested taday‘

2600 Poplar‘Aw 0
Memphis, TN38112 —

901—458—4717 _
Ask for Robert —
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The New Wave In Leskian Fiction

Wetting Outside The Box—

www.koldstrokeskooks.com

 

   

mom

llTEnATllnE books by, for or about GLBT people

The Unborn Spouse Situation
By Matt Rauscher
316 pages; soft cover
www.lulu.com/mattrauscher

Augie Schoenberg is 22, an aspiring
filmmaker at a school without a film school
and desperately single. He‘s just moved
into the Harley Hutt, the wildest party house
on campus, and has fallen hard for his
roommate. Victor Radhakrishna, a cam—
pus political activist, who, for Augie, is "a
practical demi—god: a crusader for justice
in skateboarding shoes." The problem is,
Augie is the only gay one in the house —
or so he thinks.

Set in a raucous Midwestern college
town, The Unborn Spouse Situation is a
darkly comic novel of sex, betrayal and
cultural clashes. Augie‘s search for love
takes him from the cornfields of Illinois, to
the gay beach and underground clubs of
Chicago, and finally to the ecstasy—fueled
nightlife of London, where Victor‘s secret
threatens to keep the two apart forever.

This one is for the boys. Excellently
written, Rauscher provides a vivid view of
the pain and pleasures of the ingenue of
campus life and a heart (and body) that
seeks a forbidden relationship.

Matt Rauscher grew up in and around
Chicago. He was graduated from the
University of Illinois. This is his first novel.

50 FAMILY & friends Marck 2006

Chance
By Grace Lennox
203 pages; soft cover
www.boldstrokesbooks.com
reviewed by Patricia Pair, publisher

Although it can hardly be called a mid—
life crisis at 26, Chance Delaney does
decide to change her life, and takes her
decision to extremes. She gives away her
television set. She quits her job. And, after
a bit of searching, finds a new career, one
that will prove that good things happen
when you least expect them.

What Chance really wants is a girlfriend,
and when a good—looking woman walks
into the bar, Chance is again disappointed
when she discovers it‘s a gay man, Eric,
whom she soon becomes good friends
with. Calling upon their friendship, Eric gets
Chance to help him put a scheme into
motion that will help him with his not so
good family ties. However, it is this scheme
that ultimately puts Chance on the right
path, a path that leads to everything she
wants, including a girlfriend.

Grace Lennox is the pen name of
best—selling lesbian romance author
Jennifer Fulton.

Chance is a well—written romance with
good character development and storyline.
I read it in one sitting, meaning it was very
hard to put this book down.

www.FamiryanpFRienpsMagazinE.com

   

 

 

 

The Damron travel guides for 2006,
are now available.

The Damron Men‘s Travel Guide 2006,
in its 41st year, continues to list the latest
information on more than 12,000 gay—
friendly accommodations, bars, night—
clubs, restaurants, retail shops, book—
stores, gyms, info lines, social groups,
publications, men‘s clubs and cruisy
areas across America and the world.

The Damron Women‘s Traveller 2006,
includes more than 10,000 listings of the
same, likewise covering the U.S. and the
world. It also includes a calendar of
women‘s events and festivals for 2006,
plus a collection of tour operators.

Damron Fun Facts from Damron
Men‘s Travel Guide 2006

« U.S. Cities with the most men‘s bars:
1st place — New York City with 59
2nd place — San Francisco with 40

* Most popular names for men‘s bars:
Eagle (33 worldwide)
Woody‘s (6 bars)
Metro (5 bars)
Why Not (5 bars)

* Unforgettable names for men‘s bars:
Crisco Club (Florence, Italy)
Fabu Velvet Bar (Sitges, Spain)
Hole in the Wall Saloon (San Francisco)

See Damron, page 52

 



 

  

 

Romance For Life

Edited by Lori L. Lake and Tara Young

287 pages; soft cover

Intaglio Publications

reviewed by Patricia Pair, publisher

Editors Lori L. Lake and Tara Young are

to be applauded. These two women gath—

ered short, romantic stories from 24 lesbian

authors, the 25th contributor is Lake her—

self, and combined them to create

Romance For Life.

The pink ribbon on the cover is not there

by chance. As Kathy L. Smith writes in the

foreword, "The idea for the Romance For

Life anthology came about because author

Robin Alexander‘s dear friend Amy Lynn

discovered she had breast cancer. ...It is

because lesbians are at such a high risk,

along with the knowledge that this disease

has hit ‘one of our own‘ this past year, that

we chose to come together as a communi—

ty of lesbian authors to create the

Romance For Life anthology."

The —book‘s _publisher, _Intaglio

Publications is donating 100 percent of the

profits from this collection of short stories to

two research foundations, The Susan G.

Komen Breast Cancer Foundation and the

National Breast Cancer Foundation to help

further much—needed research.

More than just well—written, these 25

stories will tug at your heart; bring tears,

both of joy and sorrow, to your eyes, and

cause you to identify with at least one of the

many characters nestled between the

pages. And, as if that‘s not enough,

Romance For Life will do perhaps the most

important thing of all: It will make you

aware of breast cancer, from many differ—

ent angles, in such a way that you may not

even realize it at first.

Among the authors contributing to this

anthology are Robin Alexander, Radclyffe,

Bridget Bufford, Karin Kallmaker, Elizabeth

Sims, Val McDermid, Gabrielle Goldsby,

Vada Foster, Ida Swearingen, Caro Clarke,

 

Stella Duffy, Melissa Good, Nann Dunne,

Ellen Hawley, Jean Stewart, Lois Hart, Lee

Lynch, Jennifer Fulton, Verda Foster,

Marianne K. Martin, Carrie Carr, Lynn

Ames, Jane Fletcher, Jane Vollbrecht and

Lori L. Lake.

Some folks don‘t necessarily like

anthologies. I am not one of those folks. To

be honest, I love ‘em for two reasons. One,

because I get to craw! inside the stories of

several different authors, and two, because

when I‘m busy I can read one or two stories

and not have to a, be tempted to keep read—

ing and b, remember what was going on the

last time I picked up the book.

Looking over the stories I was going to

try and describe a few of them to you, at

least the ones that were my personal

favorites. However, as I scroll down the list,

it has occurred to me that I cannot just pick

one or two, and space does not allow me to

touch on each one. You‘re just going to

have to trust me on this, if for no other rea—

son than to help with breast cancer

research you‘ve got to own a copy of this

book. The added "gift" to you is 25 wonder—

ful stories of love and romance for life.

Back Talk

By Saxon

Bennett

191 pages

soft cover

Bella Books

reviewed by

Patricia Pair,

publisher

1 think I have

read just about

every book Saxon

Bennett has pub—

lished, at least in the past few years, and there

isn‘t a one of them that I don‘t like. Back Talk

is no exception.

The book opens with what should be the

breakup of a relationship when Hilton Withers

takes a loverwho is not her girtfriend into her bed,

but only because Hilton‘s girlfriend has relation—

ships on the side, much to Hilton‘s knowledge.

We soon meet the second main character

(remember, romance takes two to tango), Anne

Counterman, a divorced radio

talk show host. Using the definite trends of the

day, ie. websites, Bennett finds a way for the

two to meet and become fast friends.

Mixed into all this dyke drama are Hilton‘s

roommates — an over—sexed body builder, a

Southern belle — and Anne‘s employees — a

slacker dude, an uptight office manager and a

hard—of—hearing call screener. Stir the pot a bit

and just before it begins to boil, add in a

canine, Shannon, and the fact that Hilton is

the daughter of a senator and the heiress to a

pickle company fortune. What you get when

all of it marinates for a while is a true lesbian

romantic comedy.

Well—written and strategically laid out, Back

Talk is an easy page—turner and was definite—

ly read in one sitting. You know a book is good

when you find yourself talking to the charac—

ters on the page.

I‘ll be honest, Bennett cannot crank these

out fast enough for me. She has such a laid

back style in her storytelling that when I‘m

reading one of her books it‘s like being

wrapped in a warm, cozy blanket. It is not

work. Reading some authors‘ books are like

work in that I have to keep up with too many

characters, too many subplots, too many

locations — if it‘s that hard to read, why do it?

 

 

 

The Drag King Anthology

Edited by Donna Troka,

Lebesco & Jean Noble

Harrington Park Press

The Drag King Anthology dispels the

myth that drag kings are simply "women

doing drag," presenting enlightening

essays that address gender, sexuality and

feminism. Using prose, poetry and photo—

graphs, an eclectic mix of scholars, per—

formers and fans offer cultural and politi—

cal insights on the international growth

and development of drag king troupes

and communities.

Previously mentioned only in pass—

ing — or neglected altogether — in aca—

demic writings on queer and feminist

theory, "kinging" has emerged as a

powerful cultural and political comment

on gender norms.

The Drag King Anthology provides an

alternative look at how butches, tranny—

boys, femmes and gender variants per—

form masculinity to cross the spectrum of

sexual and gender categories and the

impact these performances have.

Kathleen
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The Perfect

Valentine

Edited by

Therese

Szymanski and

Barbara Johnson

307 pages

soft cover

Bella Books —

Bella After Dark

series

reviewed by

Patricia Pair, publisher

As someone with experience in market—

ing, I would have to say that the release

timing of this anthology could have been

better planned. Sure, it was released in

February, the month of love because of

Valentine‘s Day, but, it would have been

better to have made the book available in

early January so that it could be given as a

Valentine‘s Day gift or read to that special

someone on a cold Feb. 14 evening in front

of a fire.

Even if you weren‘t able to share this

book with your sweetie on Valentine‘s Day,

don‘t let that keep you from reading The

Perfect Valentine. Szymanski and Johnson

have put together a magnificent 23—story

collection perfect for love and romance,

pun intended.

Just in case the book isn‘t enough of a

valentine, the editors open the book with

their personal valentine to each and every

reader. It begins, "...It‘s also not suggested

reading for the doctor‘s office. Ditto for at—

work reading. So, when is a good time to

read this book? How about in the tub? After

all, that‘s what it was created for. Beyond

that, you should read it whenever you‘d like

to get turned on and wet. Preferably when

you either have a partner to help you satis—

fy the urge or the time, talent and toys to do

so yourself.

"...We don‘t hold back — we believe in

love, and just how f**cking hot it can be.

And that if you‘re in love, you ought to be

f**cking. We believe in keeping things sim—

ple, so we have. We‘ve found 23 stories

that show what we wanted to tell you: That

sex — and love — is sizzling hot. ...Happy

Valentine‘s Day. We hope you get exactly

what you want."

The lesbian authors included in the

pages are Karin Kallmaker Radclyffe,

Heather Osborne, Rachel Kramer Bussel,

krysia lycette villon, Jennifer Lawicki, Vicky

"Dylan" Wagstaff, M.C. Ammerman,

Melinda Johnston, Lynne Jamneck, MJ

Williams, Ellen  Tevault, Joy Parks,

Cherokee Echols, Kristina Wright, Pam

Graham, Nicolette Rivers, Cleo Dare, D.D.
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Cummings, Denny Evans and Sue

Molyneaux. Both of the editors also con—

tributed a story each.

While I could tell you about each and

every story that awaits you, I‘d rather tell

you about perhaps the best surprise I

encountered. The story is entitled "When

The Lights Go Down," by Szymanski. At

first I started to skip overthis story because,

to be honest, I have never been a fan of her

work. Seems it‘s always a bit hard and her

main protagonist cocky, arrogant and full of

herself. But, I decided to read it anyway and

I‘m glad I did.

What I found was a tender and touching

story about what happens when the right

someone comes along. That‘ll teach me to

judge a book by its cover, so to speak.

Get a copy of this book. Read it from

cover to cover, twice. And, since we‘re

women and tend to be a bit creative, use it

to plan next year‘s Valentine‘s Day gift to

that special someone in your life.

lyn Desisox

 

 

Always and Forever

By Lyn Denison

218 pages; soft cover

Bella Books

reviewed by Patricia Pair, publisher

It is so great to see lesbian romances

that aren‘t so much about the "lesbian" or

the "romance" parts, but instead have a true

storyline, one that is far from jumping into

and out of bed.

Such is the case with Always and

Forever. While it is indeed the romantic

story of lesbians, it‘s also about family and

how familial relations break down and are

repaired. It‘s about memories and high

school crushes. It‘s also about homopho—

bia and plain old fear and how they, indi—

vidually and collectively, can destroy peo—

ple and relationships.

Always and Forever is well—crafted with

likeable and not—so—likeable characters, all

set against an Australian backdrop; fitting

since the author lives in Queensland,

Australia, with her partner of 18 years.

This tale is simply about teaching, learning

and practicing tolerance, always and forever.
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The Tides of

Passion

By Diana

Tremain Braund

390 pages; soft

cover

Bella Books

reviewed by

Patricia Pair,

publisher

This is one

big book, much

longer than the

average Bella book. But, just because I did—

n‘t finish it in one sitting doesn‘t mean it‘s

not good — in fact, it‘s great.

The Tides of Passion isn‘t just another

lesbian romance, although it certainly has

lesbians and there is plenty of romance.

— Instead, it‘s got a message and a lesson.

You‘re going to learn something when you

delve into the pages.

Braund has woven an intense story

about same—sex domestic partner abuse

and environmental abuse, as well. While

one threatens to strip a woman bare of her

self—esteem, the other threatens to strip the

sleepy community of Bath Island, Maine, of

its beauty and it‘s very way of life. And, by

the time you read the last page, you‘ll dis—

coverif you really can fight city hall or your

heart, for that matter.
 

Damron

from page 50

Homo Erectus (Brussels, Belgium)

Moby Dick‘s (San Francisco)

Swinging Richard‘s (Atlanta)

Damron Fun Facts from Damron

Women‘s Traveller 2006:

* U S cities with the most women‘s bars

and clubs:

1st Place: New York City with 19

2nd Place: San Francisco with 15

e Most popular names for lesbian

bars/event nights:

Flirt

Rainbow Room

Sisters

* Unforgettable names for women‘s bars:

The Bitch Club (Barcelona, Spain)

Boobsbourg (Paris, France)

Cattyshack (New York City) 7

Mable Peabody‘s Beauty Parlor & __

Chainsaw Repair (Denton, Texas)

Miss Kitty‘s Scratching Post (San

Francisco)

The 2006 Damron travel guides are

available locally in Memphis at Inz &

Outz, 553 South Cooper.

 



 

An Alternative Literary Festival

for the GLBT Community, Their

Friends and all Readers & Writers

on MAY 12—14

# new orleans 2006

Saints & Sinners

is an LGBT Literary Festival

co-produced by the NO/AIDS

Task Force and the Tennessee

Williams/New Orleans Literary Festival

JON US FOR A MEEKEHD OF AEVELAN

PANEL DISCUSSIONS TO INCLUDE:
— Brave New Love: Telling Our Bisexual, Transgender and
Polymorphous Stories.

— Cross—Dressing To Sell — What Makes a Book Gay?
— is AIDS Still Part of the Plot?
— Writing About Spirituality and Queerness

PUBLISHERS REPRESENTED:
Alyson Books, Bold Strokes Books, Bywater Books, Haworth
Press, Suspect Throughts Press, Wildcast Press and others

For a complete schedule of events and to register,

visit www.sasfestorg or call (504) 581—1144

2006 PARTICIPANTS
Toni Amato, Charlie Anders,
Bear Bergman, Poppy Z. Brite,

Randy Boyd, Dan Boyle,
Jameson Currier Becky

Cochrane, Judy Doenges, Amic
M. Evans, Charles Flowers, Jim
Gladstone, Trebor Healey,
Greg Herren, Martin Hyatt,
Karla Jay, Thomas Keith,
Timothy J. Lambert, Shaun

Levin, Jeff Mann, Val
McDermid, Kay Murphy, Achy
Obejas, lan Philips, Joseph
PurNofab

Pierce, Jim Provenzano,
Radelyffe, JM Redmann, Brad —
Richard, Gary Richards, David

Rosen, Carol Rosenfeld,
Justine Saracen, Steven
Saylor, Scott & Scoit, D.

Travers Scott, Kelly Smith,
Karl Soehnlein, Caro Soles,
Susan Stinson, Ron Suresha,
Robert Taylor, Michele Tea, Jim

Tushinski, Patricia Nell
Warren, Greg Wharton, Jerry
Wheeler and Emanuel Xavier,

among others.

KENSINGTON
‘1abywater books éLODESTAR

DHEAMWalker Group fQUARTERLS
Sf Midels Kubbera Marlfig Be fervite

was
FOODS

 
   

WILDCAY PRESS
suspect thoughts presswww.

The Blotter . 1‘xcithont biet me ire rakoie Maqui ‘ig g

HARRINGTON PARK PRESS
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“Dining Out

 commer

from page 44
On this particular evening we chose as appetizers the French

onion soup ($6) and the Escargot ($9). The onion soup was
good, although the cheese made it a bit too oily for our taste and
the soup was a bit too salty. However, compliments on the tex—
ture of the onions. The Escargot with roasted garlic was perfect,
not too heavy and not too light. The dish includes nine perfectly
prepared escargot, plenty to share with a friend. A dish with gar—
lic in many cases is suddenly overwhelmed with that garlicky fla—
vor, however the chef has this dish down to a science, or art
form, whichever the case may be.

For our entrees we ordered the veal chop ($32) and the veg—
etarian special, Risotto "Provencal" ($18). The veal chop was
perfectly cooked as ordered, medium. It was tender and moist,
as it should be, served in a wild mushroom sauce on top of the
creamy polenta. The polenta was a wonderful surprise, both fla—
vorful and light. This is a dish more than worthy of having again.
The Risotto "Provencal" was magnificent. Simply said, this dish
proves that Risotto no longer lives between pasta and rice, but
is now firmly established as an entree in and of itself. It was
topped with perfectly—cooked fresh, crispy asparagus and Julian
peppers, albeit while good, the asparagus could have been big—
ger. The Risotto seemingly prepared lightly in olive oil, and the
perfect combination of sun—dried tomatoes, artichokes and sliced
olives truly made this dish an excellent dining choice.

For dessert, we had a choice of brown sugar bread pudding
with rum sauce; chocolate cake with warm ganache center and
mint anglaise; maple vanilla creme brulee with a pecan short—

 Eull—ServiceRestaurants ||
East » 717 N. White Station (901) 685—5404 _
Downtown * 87 S. Second St. (901) 522—0011 —
WestMemphis» 3600 E. Broadway (870) 735—6466
Quick—Serve Restaurant
East « 2841 S. Perkins Road (901) 363-81 18)
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bread cookie; pear clafouti with whipped cream; an ice cream
sandwich which was a macadamia white chocolate cookie with
caramel ice cream and roasted pineapple sauce; praline mille
fuelle with green apple and caramel, and Dessert "Justine" with
chocolate ice cream and amaretto. We chose to order the
Dessert "Justine" and pear clafouti. The Dessert "Justine" came
in a parfait type glass with a spoon and a straw. The texture and
flavor of its homemade ice cream, made at the mansion, set off
this delicious dessert. The pear clafouti, which is a pear dessert
recipe from France that consists of marinated pears cooked in a
pudding like cake, was a wonderful dessert choice not widely
available; it was prepared well and was simply divine. We

 

 

Midtown Memphis, TN 38104

(901) 272—0022

Having a Party?

Call us!

We‘ve got the BEST

Lemon Bars in town

& .
_ Party Trays & Catering

Available

Voted #1 Deli by
featuringBoar‘s Head Memphis Magazine
meats & cheeses and The Memphis Flyer

  

  
HOURS

7 am to 6 pm Monday—Friday

 

8 am to 3 pm Saturday

www.FamicvyanpFRienpsMagazinE.com



 

Dining Out

from page 54

enjoyed it even more than the Dessert "Justine."

While the fine dining at the mansion is superb and has the

elegance of a silk down comforter, if you aren‘t in the mood for

fine dining, the more casual Veranda Grill has a full menu of its

own, featuring small plates and plates to share. This is undoubt—

edly Bill Day‘s relaxing retreat just one room away from the fine

dining establishment he has helped create under the mansion‘s

roof. In the Veranda, people dress in anything from blue jeans to

suits and on several occasions we have seen Bill himself at the

bar wearing blue jeans and a baseball cap.

ifiefi’lnn

mtn
The Veranda Grill is designed as a casual bar and bistro forthose who don‘t want to be pampered in the fine dining area of themansion. The Veranda also is blessed to have a courtyard withFrench Quarter—inspired patio and fountain, which will undoubted—ly be a popular spot in the spring, summer and early fall.In addition to having a few of the entrees and all of the regu—lar appetizers that are available in the mansion‘s fine diningrestaurant, the Veranda offers "plates to share" consisting of ashrimp boat ($15), which is boiled, Cajun—cooked shrimp withremoulade and house—made cocktail sauces; the oyster boat($12), which is cornflour fried oysters with white remoulade andhouse—made cocktail sauces; the steak boat ($17.50), which isbeef tenderloin tips with mushrooms and red wine reductionsauce, and Amy‘s Platter (for 2 $12, for 4 $20), which is a dailyselection of pates and accompaniments. On a previous visit,while having a cocktail, the steak boat was delicious and morethan satisfying for two.The mansion has more than 130 different wines from almostanywhere in the world where grapes are grown and theVeranda‘s bartender and wine connoisseur, David Parks, has atremendous depth of wine knowledge that is undoubtedly anasset to the mansion when it comes to assisting patrons withchoosing just the right bottle, or right drink, for that matter.The Inn at Hunt Phelan is unquestionably one of the bestplaces in town to take your other half or good friend for a won—derful dining experience surrounded by the mystic of Southernhistory and elegance.(This is an opinion/editorial piece. The views expressed inthis column are those of the writer and are not necessarily thoseof Family & Friends Magazine or its staff.)

    

Former MLBA player

Billy Bean to speak
Billy Bean will be returning to Memphis, this time the guest ofthe The University of Memphis‘ Stonewall Tigers (formerlyBGALA), the on—campus organization for gays, lesbians, bisex—uals, and transgender individuals and their straight supporters.The former Major League Baseball player, now out gayactivist, will speak at the Rose Theatre on the UofM campus onThursday, March 23, at 7:30 p.m. on the effects of homophobia.Bean played major league baseball from 1987 through 1995.He broke into the major leagues with the Detroit Tigers, and tieda major league record with four hits in his first major leaguegame. He went on to play for the Los Angeles Dodgers and theSan Diego Padres.According to Bean‘s website at www. he wasborn in Santa Ana, Calif., in 1964. He was a multi—sport star atSanta Ana High School, where he was chosen "athlete of theyear" as a senior. He was selected Valedictorian of his graduat—ing class and went on to become an "All—American" outfieldertwice before graduating from Loyola Marymount University in1986, with a degree in business administration.After years of living secretly (as a gay man), Billy came outpublicly in 1999. His story was front—page news in the New YorkTimes and subsequently on a nationally—televised story withDiane Sawyer, as well. He has been working actively to try anddispel the myth and stereotypes that follow people of diversity.He was a featured spokesman on behalf of the DemocraticNational Committee during campaign 2000, and travels aroundthe country as a national spokesman on behalf of the HumanRights Campaign, reaching out to many young adults who aredesperately in need of a role model.In the prime of his career, Bean walked away from MajorLeague Baseball in 1996, in part because of a year—long strug—gle dealing with the sudden death of his former partner, and thefrustration of holding onto that secret all alone. His desire not tolet that happen to anyone else pushes him to share his story."I believe that all people, regardless of their personal belief orreligious denomination, would agree that being honest with your—self, your family and those around you is a great foundation forliving your life," Bean wrote on his website. "It has been a long,hard journey for me, and I want people to learn from my mis—takes, not share them."Bean lives in Miami Beach with his partner of nine years,Efrain Veiga. They share a real estate business redevelopingresidential properties. He is the author of Going the Other Way:Lessons from a Life In and Out of Major League Baseball. Thefilm adaptation of his book, produced by StorylineEntertainment, will soon air on the Showtime network. Bean, stilldevoted to competitive sports, travels around the country play—ing tennis and basketball in organized tournaments in hopes ofraising the visibility of athletes of diversity.(Editor‘s Note: When we first ran this story this past month, thedate and time were incorrect. The date and time in the story aboveis correct. We regret any inconvenience this may have caused.)

Be The Change You
Want To See In The World!
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   Witty, knowing and immensely

entertaining, Dorian Blues is a

delightfully off—kilter coming—of—age

tale from debut writer—director

Tennyson Bardwell.

Adolescence is proving a pain for

Dorian (Michael McMillian). He‘s an

outcast and the butt of classmates‘

jokes at high school and his football

hero brother (Lea Coco) is constant—

ly rescuing him. But everything finally begins to make sense when he

realizes that he‘s gay.

Before his archconservative dad (Steven C. Fletcher, in a hilarious

role) can throw him out of the house, Dorian‘s off to New York University

where he encounters a new world of cafes, sophisticates and handsome

men, but this life proves just as frustrating as his world back home.

From the hysterical dinner table political discussions to the serious

family moments and less—than—perfect life in college, the writing and act—

ing is directly from the heart and always rings true. Prepare to laugh out

loud with this first—rate gay comedy.

Bardwell is a latecomerto filmmaking, having moved through a vari—

ety of jobs with his wife and children. For his first film, he tumed to the

memory of a college friend for inspiration — the first gay man he ever met.

"Until I went to college I thought homosexuality was a myth. Then,

my first weekend at Carnegie—Melon I met Brian Varga," Bardwell said.

The two became close friends until Varga died of AIDS in 1991.

Run Time: 88 minutes.

Available now for purchase through www.tlareleasing.com

   

 

 

From Everett Lewis (Luster,

Natural History of Parking Lots)

comes a drama celebrating queer

activism in the 21st century, where

intolerance still prevails and preju—

dice can be found everywhere.

After living on the tough streets

of LA. for a while, Spencer

(Lance Lee Davis) thinks that

every gay basher should meet his

destiny. In this case, destiny is a black, six—foot, high heel—wearing,

gun toting drag queen with an attitude and a soft place in her heart for

homeless gay boys.

Destiny (Allan Louis) takes in India (Joe Lia), a homeless teenage

runaway, after saving him from a queer bashing. Together with her other

"rainbow child," a boyish lesbian named Lester (Minerva Vier), the three

live together in an unconditional but fully—functioning "queer family."

Will India find true love or forever be a "cute one—night stand?" Will

Lester find a girlfriend and shave her legs? And, will Destiny find herself

a man? Anything can happen and in FAQS everything does happen in

a very short space of time, as our queer musketeers free themselves

from the homophobic bonds of an oppressive society.

FAQS also stars Adam Larson as Guy. Written and directed by

Lewis, FAQS is a true gay comedy everyone should see. The DVD also

features a Q&A during the 2005 Philadelphia International Gay &

Lesbian Film Festival.

Available now. Run Time: 95 minutes.

FAQS is available for purchase through www.tlareleasing.com

THE DEADBEAT CLUB 1
  

Available April 25. When a man loses his

family in a fire, a small group of unpopular
teens decide to hold a talent show to raise

money to help him move. But, troubles

arise when no one signs up. This film is

about breaking through the barriers of

small—mindedness and sexuality.
113 minutes

It is currently available for pre—ordering.

Available at www.ariztical.com
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Available May 9. This is Sara Millman‘s

bold re—telling of the Robin Hood myth with

a Sapphic twist. This time, Sherwood
Forest becomes the back alleys of

Oakland, Calif. And, the evil king is the

institutionalized racism and oppression that
drives people into drugs and crime.
81 minutes

Pre—ordering available March 28.

Available at www.WolfeVideo.com
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Myname is Derek. I‘m HIVpositive, but my doctor tells me I‘m still very

healthy. I often tell her how lucky Ifeel to be in such good shape. She says it

has nothing to do with luck. She tells me I‘m healthy because ofmy HIV

treatment. Luck, she says, can‘t control HIV infection, but effective f

medications can. >

Keep Derek feeling "lucky" by supporting

AIDS Action‘s proposal to strengthen and

modernize the AIDS Drug Assistance

Program (ADAP). To learn how,link to.

www.aidsaction.org. __

AIDS ACTION
& e

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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l E n“ STAGE “aw theatrical entertainment

GCT zips through Shakespeare
The Complete Works of Wilm Shkpr (Abridged), on stage

now through March 19 at Germantown Community Theatre,
3037 Forest Hill—lrene Road, is a fast, breezy, irreverent, mad
and merry romp through the Bard‘s plays. See just how quickly
four comic actors can zip through all 37 plays, plus the sonnets!
If you want an evening of outrageous comedy, this play‘s the
thing. Showtimes are Thursday through Saturdays at 8 p.m., and
Sundays at 2:30 p.m. Tickets are $16 for adults and $14 for stu—
dents and seniors. For more information or reservations, call
(901) 754—2680.

camnv musnzal playing at Circuit
The Circuit Playhouse,

1705 Poplar Avenue, pres—
ents the futuristic, campy,
fun—filled musical tribute to
the days of polyester and
glitter, Saucy Jack and the
Space Vixens, on stage now
through April 2.

In a galaxy consumed by
eco—wars, a seedy nightclub on the distant planet of Frottage III
offers refuge to the depraved and disco—deprived. Presided over
by the charismatic Saucy Jack, danger lurks in every corner of
the club, as the cabaret acts are being killed off one by one by
the relentless Slingback Killer. Despite the fear in the Cosmos,
the fashionable, crime—fighting Space Vixens shine a mirror—ball
beacon of hope through the boogie nights.

Showtimes for Saucy Jack and the Space Vixens are
Thursdays to Saturdays at 8 p.m., and Sundays at 2 p.m. Tickets
are $30 for adults; $20 for seniors, students and military per—
sonnel, and $15 for children (under 18).

For more information or to make reservations, call (901) 726—
4656. Family & Friends magazine is a proud media sponsor of
Saucy Jack and the Space Vixens.
VOS to present literary shorts

Voices of the South will present Short
Stories, Match 17. to. —206,;. al
TheatreWorks, 2085 Monroe Avenue.
Short Stories is an evening of theater
dedicated to the inspiring words of some
of the South‘s greatest literary minds.
The show will feature brand new adapta—
tions by company members Jenny
Madden, Alice Berry and Virginia
Matthews. Showtimes are at 8 p.m. on
March 17, 18, 23, 24 and 25, and 2 p.m.
on March 19 and 26. For more informa—
tion and ticket prices, call (901) 323—
0128 or go online to www.voicesofthe—
south.org.
OM to close its season

Opera Memphis will close out its main—
stage season with the larger than life drama
of love and sacrifice, Giuseppe Verdi‘s
Rigoletto. Sung in Italian with English
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supertitles, Rigoletto will be staged at the Orpheum Theatre, 203
South Main Street, on Saturday, April 1, at 8 p.m. and again on
Tuesday, April 4, at 7:30 p.m. For more information or tickets,
which range from $30 to $73, call (901) 257—3100.
Bachelor, friends look at marriage

The musical Company will be staged at Theatre Memphis,
630 Perkins Extended, March 17 through April 2. Company, set
in New York City, follows five married, once—married or soon—to—
be married couples and their mutual friend, Robert, a 35—year—
old bachelor who has been unable to connect in a long—term
relationship.

Showtimes are 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays and Thursdays; 8
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, and 2 p.m. Sundays. Tickets are
$25 for adults; $12 for students with ID, and $8 for children
under the age of 12. There is a special $5 discount off any adult
ticket purchased for the March 17, 18, 19, 22 or 23 performanc—
es. For more information or tickets, call (901) 682—8323.
Einstein‘s world examined

The Drama Department at The University of Memphis will
present Einstein‘s Dreams, based on a novel by Alan Lightman,
March 24 to 25, and 27 to 31.

In 1905, in Switzerland, a young patent clerk has been
dreaming marvelous dreams about the nature of time. He is
Albert Einstein and he is almost finished with what he calls his
special theory of relativity. Einstein‘s Dreams is an enchanting
adventure which probes your every idea of time, of possibility
and of chance.

Showtimes are 8 p.m. and tickets are $15 for adults and $10
for students and seniors. For more information or tickets, call
(901) 678—2576.

* WHAT IS AN ARTS ACCESS EVENT?
An Arts Access Event is one that offers individuals who are
TennCare or Church Health Center patients or Food Stamp
recipients, with proper ID, as well as Hurricane Katrina victims,
with proper ID, a chance to secure remaining tickets for that
event, free, 15 minutes prior to the start of the concert/show.

  

Emerald Theatre Company will stage Paul Rudnick‘s Jeffrey March 31—April 9
at TheatreWorks, 2085 Monroe. Directed by Hal Harmon. For ticket reservations,
call 901—722—9302. www.etecmemphistheater.com
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Same—Sex Marriage

from page 7

across the country. To view the banner ad and mini poster, go

online to www.lambdalegal.org/mem.

The group also is planning a photo exhibit appearing in ven—

ues across the country that will be in full swing during gay, les—

bian, bisexual and transgender Pride month in June.

"Same—gender—loving, black families have more to lose

if/when we are denied the responsibilities and protections of

marriage," said H. Alexander Robinson, chief executive officer of

the National Black Justice Coalition. "On average, black same—

gender—loving women are more likely to be raising children,

black gay families earn less and are more likely to have public

sector jobs than our white peers. The black family is a funda— .

mental driver of black advancement, so discriminatory policies

that further marginalize black gay families put the entire black

community at risk." v

"The most important thing Latinas/os can do is to be vocal

and open about our support for justice andequality," said Lisbeth

~ Melendez Rivera, national convener for the National Latina/o

Coalition for Justice. "Marriage equality will become a reality —

we know it, our opposition knows it — hence the desperation to

create the illusion that Latinas/os don‘t believe in marriage for

same—sex couples. Protecting our families is core to us.

Marriage equality will guarantee security and justice for ALL

Latino families and that is worth fighting for." _ : f

"Marriage equality matters to Asian Pacific Americans (APA)

because it confers important protections for our families, and

nothing is more important to our community than making sure

our families are safe, healthy and intact," said Andy Shie Kee

 

Lady Pebbles. .
Miss Global International “mus

Wong, coalition manager of Asian Equality. "Indeed, for many

APAsame—sex couples, this struggle for equality is as much

about challenging our second—class status as it is about safe—

guarding our families and children." e oats a

"This is an exciting time in our growing civil rights movement

for marriage equality," said Samiya Bashir, communications —

director of Freedom to Marry. "The Marriage Equality Matters

campaign demonstrates the power of engaging the public and

showing them the reality of marriage equality, rather than right—

wing rhetoric and scare tactics. When it comes to opening hearts

and minds to fairness and reaching the diverse communities who

make up our American landscape seeing is, in fact, believing."

 

    

Valuing Our Families

from page 26

Maupin, and will include special guest and previous Valuing Our

Families honoree Sharon Gless ("Queer As Folk"). Local honorees

will include Karen Doering of the National Center for Lesbian

Rights and Michael Gallacher of South Florida Family Pride.

This year‘s conference will include workshops for the full

range of GLBT families, including conversations for teens about

coming out; relationship enhancement workshops for adults;

working to make schools more safe and inclusive, as well as fun

activities for the younger children.

On Sunday, April 2, there will be a family outing from 11 a.m.

to 2 p.m. at Westlake Park in Hollywood, Fla. This event, pre—

sented by South Florida Family Pride, will include a picnic, out—

door games and activities.

For more information on the conference or to register, go

online to www.sunserve.org or call (954) 764—5150. E
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BARS/NIGHTCLUBS

Memphis, Tennessee

ALLUSIONS, 3204 North Thomas in the
Northgate Shopping Center (in the back),
(901) 357—8383..Open at 9 p.m. Thursdays,
Fridays and Saturdays.
BACKSTREET MEMPHIS, 2018 Court
Street, (901) 276—5522, Fri. & Sat. 8 p.m.—6
a.m., Sun. 8 p.m. to 3 a.m., www.backstreet—
memphis.com
J—WAG‘S, 1268 Madison Avenue, (901) 725—
1909, Open 24 Hours A Day, 7 Days A Week
THE JUNGLE, 1474 Madison Avenue, (901)
278—0521, 4 p.m.—3 a.m. Mon. Fri./3 p.m.—3
a.m. Sat. & Sun.
LORENZ/AFTERSHOCK, 1528 Madison
Avenue, (901) 274—8272, open 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week
MADISON FLAME, 1588 Madison Avenue,
(901) 278—0569, 7 p.m.—3 a.m. Wed., Fri. &
Sat./5 p.m.—? Thurs.
METRO MEMPHIS, 1349 Autumn Street,
(901) 274—8010, 6 p.m.—3 a.m., 7 days a
week
ONE MORE, 2117 Peabody, (901) 278—
MORE (6673), 11 a.m.—3 a.m.
Mon.—Sat./noon—3 a.m. Sun.
PARAGON, 2865 Walnut Grove Road, (901)
320—0026, Thurs.—Sun. 8 p.m.—?
THE PUMPING STATION, 1382 Poplar
Avenue, (901) 272—7600, 4 p.m. to 3 a.m.
Mon.—Friday, 3 p.m. to 3 a.m. Sat. & Sun.
SESSIONS, 1278 Jefferson, (901) 276—1882,
3 p.m. to 3 a.m. Wed. through Sun.,
www.sessionsmemphis.com

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
Chattanooga, Tennessee

MI—NITE, 27 West 19th Street, (423) 504—
3650, Thurs.—Sun. 9 p.m.—3 a.m.
IMAGES, 6005 Lee Highway, (423) 855—8210, 5
p.m. to 3 a.m., 7 days a week, www.mirage—com—
plex.com, Email: mirage_complex@hotmail.com

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
Jackson, Tennessee

JESSIE LEE‘S, 3883 Highway 45 North,
(731) 660—8120, Tues.—Sun. 6 p.m. to 3 a.m.

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
lackson, Mississippi

CLUB CITY LIGHTS, 220 West Amite Street,
(601) 353—0059
CLUB METRO, 4670 Highway 80 West, (601)
922—8227, (601) 922—8237, (888) 43—METRO,
Tues., Fri. & Sun., 9 p.m. to 3 a.m., Sat., 9
p.m. to 5 a.m.
JACK & JILL‘S, 3911 Northview Drive, (601)
982—JACK (5225), 9 p.m.—? Fri. & Sat., web—
site: www.jacksonbars.com
JACKS CONSTRUCTION SITE (aka JC‘S),
425 North Mart Plaza, (601) 362 3108, 5
p.m.—? 7 Days A Week, website: www.jack—
sonbars.com

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
Tupelo, Mississippi

RUMORS, 637 Highway 145, (662) 767—9500,
8 p.m. —1 a.m. Thurs. — Sat., email:
rumors @futuresouth.com
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BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
Hot Springs, Arkansas

OUR HOUSE, 660 East Grand Avenue, Hot
Springs, Ark. (501) 624—6868,. Mon,—Fri., 7
p.m. to 3 a.m., Sat., 7 p.m. to 2 a.m.

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
Little Rock, Arkansas

BACKSTREET—LITTLE ROCK, 1021
Jessie Road, (501) 662—2744, Fri.—Mon. 9
p.m.—5 a.m., website:
Backstreetdanceclub.com.
DISCOVERY, 1021 Jessie Road, (501) 664—
4784, Sat. only, 9 p.m.—5 a.m., website:
Latenightdisco.com
THE FACTORY, 412 South Louisiana, (501)
372—3070, Tues.—Fri. 5 p.m. to 2 a.m.,
Saturday 8 p.m. until ?

SOCIAL

Memphis, Tennessee

ALPHA CHI UPSILON, a muilti—cultural social
sorority, email: alphachiupsilon@yahoo.com,
website: www.alphachiupsilon.com.
BETA EPSILON CHAPTER OF BETA PHI
OMEGA SORORITY INC., is a social service
organization for feminine lesbian, bisexual and
heterosexual women of all races, call Natasha at
(901) 949—6889 or Samantha at (901) 596—5530,
email: betaepsilonchapter@yahoo.com, website:
www.betaphiomega.net
BLUE SUEDE BEARS OF MEMPHIS, Meets
the second Monday of each month at the
MGLCC, 1474 Madison Ave. (901) 644—2786,
email: info@bluesuedebears.com, www.blue—
suedebears.com
COTTON PICKIN‘ SQUARES MEMPHIS,
(901) 272—2116, Meets Thursday nights at
7:30 p.m. at Holy Trinity Community
Church, 515 South Highland Street,
Square dancing social group
EXODUS EMPOWERMENT PROJECT, 2600
Poplar Ave. Suite 200, Memphis, TN 38112, (901)
458—4717. Mission: To prevent the acquisition and
transmission of HIV among African—American men
who have sex with men, ages 13—29, and to make
safer sex a community norm.
H.O.M.E. (HOMOSEXUALS OF MEMPHIS
EMBRACE), Latricia at (901) 212—1410, a political,
social and charitable organization open to all GLBT
and—straight ally individuals. Meets the third
Saturday of every month at the MGLCC at 5 p.m.;
email: homeofmemphis@yahoo.com; website:
www.geocities.com/homeofmemphis.
JUST FOR US MEMPHIS, is a social group
welcoming single or partnered lesbians ages
18+. Some gatherings are designed specifi—
cally for members and their children, (901)
268—1903, email:
justforusmemphis@yahoo.com
MEMPHIS AREA GAY YOUTH (MAGY), P.O.
Box 241852, Memphis, TN 38124, (901) 335—
6249, Peer support group for 13— to 21—year
olds dealing with gay, lesbian, bisexual &
gender issues, www.gaymemphis.com/magy
MEMPHIS GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNITY
CENTER, 892 South Cooper Memphis,
38104, (901) 278—4297, townhall meetings
every other month; Mon.—Fri., 6 to 9 p.m.; Sat.
& Sun., 2 to 6 p.m.
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MID—SOUTH PRIDE, 111 S. Highland,
Suite 261, Memphis, TN 38111, (901) 328—
6349, send an email to:
info@MidSouthPride.org, website:
www.MidSouthPride.org. GLBT Pride
events for Memphis and the Mid—South.
MYSTIC KREWE OF APHRODITE, a social
and service organization, women only, P.O.
Box 11483, Memphis, TN 38111—1483,
email:aphroditemem @yahoo.com, website:
www.geocities.com/aphroditemem
MYSTIC KREWE OF MEMPHIS UNITED, a
non—profit charity group.
NOBLE KREWE OF HATHOR, a social organ—
ization of men and women who support and
promote local Memphis area charitable pro—
grams, P.O. Box 820901, Memphis, TN 38182—
0901, www.kreweotfhathor.com
P.F.L.A.G., (Parents, Family & Friends of
Lesbians & Gays), (901) 754—3136, Support
meetings for parents, family and friends of
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered per—
sons, email: amdrake@mem.po.com
QUEER ACTION COALITION, a group that
works towards educating society about the
existence of "ex—gay" ministries, email: fight—
ing homophobia@gmail.com, blog: fightingho—
mophobia.blogspot.com, website:
www.qaconline.org.
TENNESSEE LEATHER TRIBE, (901) 357—
1921, Club nights and meetings vary; contact
for info — men and women welcome,
www.tnleathertribe.org, email: info@tnleather—
tribe.org
THE STONEWALL TIGERS, The University
of Memphis on—campus group for gay, les—
bian, bisexual, transgender, queer and
straight supporters, email:
stonewalltigers@yahool.com; website:
www.people.memphis.edu/~bgla
TSARUS MEMPHIS, P.O. Box 41082,
Memphis, TN 38174, (901) 276—4132, Levi—
leather club meets the 3rd Saturday of every
month at The Pumping Station, 1382 Poplar
Aveune, at 10 p.m. e MEN ONLY, Email:
info@tsarus.org, website: www.tsarus.org
VICIOUSVIZZENY, for more information, join the
following Yahoo group:
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/HDLMCMEMPHIS;
email Wendy Curtis at Bikerbroad901 @yahoo.com
or call (901) 643—1222

SOCIAL
Knoxville, Tennessee

LAMBDA STUDENT UNION, a social and educa—
tional organization for GLBT, questioning and
straight students at The University of Tennessee—
Knoxville, 315 University Center, Box 315, 1502
West Cumberland Ave., Knoxville, TN 37996—4800,
lambda@utk.edu, website: web.utk.edu/~lambda/

SOCIAL
Mississippi

OLE MISS GAY STRAIGHT ALLIANCE, P.O.
Box 3541, University, MS 38677, (662) 915—
7049, email: gayolemiss@hotmail.com
GLBF, P.O. Box 233, MS State, MS 39762,
(662) 325—8241, email:
gibf@org.msstate.edu,www.msstate.edu/org/glbf
PFLAG—TUPELO, 115A Issac Drive, Tupelo,
MS 38801, (662) 566—2282, email:

 



 

Alliance22Boi@aol.com,
groups.yahoo.com/group/PFLAGTupelo.
USM GAY/STRAIGHT ALLIANCE,
email:GSAlliance@usm.edu or thespy_ms
@yahoo.com, website: www.usm.edu/gsa

SOCIAL
Arkansas

SAFE HARBOR NEA, A confidential support
and social group for GLBT persons, ages 25
and under, in northeast Arkansas, (870) 932—
6545, P.O. Box 226, Jonesboro, AR 72403,
www.safeharbor—nea.com

SOCIAL
Missouri

VISIONS OF PRIDE COMMUNITY
CENTER, 30 North Pacific, Cape
Girardeau, MO 63701, (573) 651—
6220, email: DeltaDyke@aol.com,
hometown.aol.com/deltadyke/my hom
epage/gaypride.htm|

WHOLENESS
Memphis, Tennessee

FEAST FOR FRIENDS DINNER, (901) 272—
0855, Dinneris served the 1st and 3rd
Monday of every month at St. John‘s United
Methodist Church, 1207 Peabody, beginning
at 6 p.m. NO FFF DINNERS IN JANUARY.
MEMPHIS REGIONAL PLANNED PARENT—
HOOD, 1407 Union Avenue Extended, 3rd
Floor (901) 725—1717, HIV & STD testing,
gynecological preventive care
MEMPHIS HIV FAMILY CARE NETWORK,
880 Madison Avenue, Memphis, TN, (901) 545—
8265, Free comprehensive, supportive services
and voc/rehab services to the HIV—positive
NICOTINE ANONYMOUS MEETING,
Saturdays 10 a.m., Christ United Methodist
Church, 4488 Poplar Avenue. (901) 278—6234

RAINBOW DIRECTORY

PHOENIX AA MEETING, open to all, espe—
cially the GLBT community. Meets each
Tuesday at 8 p.m. at Grace St. Luke‘s
Episcopal Church, 1720 Peabody, (901) 454—
1414
SERIOUSLY SOBER OPEN AA MEETING,
(an open men & women‘s Alcoholics
Anonymous meeting), Meets each Friday at 8
p.m. at Holy Trinity Community Church,
515 South Highland Street, (901) 324—9200
THE POSITIVE LIVING CENTER, 43 N.
Cleveland, Memphis, TN, (901) 272—0855 *
Tuesday—Saturday, noon to 8 p.m. Provides
opportunities for persons affected by
HIV/AIDS to manage the disease in a holistic
manner, free of charge.
YWCA ENCORE, MedPlex, 880 Madison
Avenue, (901) 754—4356, Support group for
lesbians with breast cancer meets every
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to noon

WHOLENESS
Mississippi

BUILDING BRIDGES INC., 2147 Henry Hill
Drive, Suite 206, Jackson, MS 39204, (601)
922—0100. Education, prevention, support
group.
COMMUNITY SWITCHBOARD OF MS
GAY/LESBIAN ALLIANCE, (601) 346—4379,
operated seven days a week, 24 hours a day.
Information and referral on GLBT issues and
HIV/AIDS.
MS GAY/LESBIAN ALLIANCE, 5565
Robinson Road Ext., Suite Q, Jackson, MS
39284, (601) 371—3019.
SOUTHERN AIDS COMMISSION, P.O. Box
293, Greenville, MS 38702, (662) 334—3349,
education and prevention.
SOUTHERN AIDS COMMISSION, 5565
Robinson Road Ext., Suite Q, Jackson, MS
39284, (601) 371—3019, direct HIV/AIDS services.

  

    

SPIRITUAL
Memphis, Tennessee

INTEGRITY MEMPHIS, 102 N. Second Street,
Memphis, TN 38103, (901) 525 6602, People of
all faiths and ideologies are welcome, Meets the
3rd Tuesday of every month at 6:30 p.m. at
Calvary Episcopal Church. Dinner at 7 p.m.,
www.geocities.comv/integrity_memphis/main.html
OUT—WITH—GRACE, (901) 278—6786, Open to
all GLBT persons of faith to join in an affirm—
ing time of prayer, Bible study and discus—
sion., Meets Sundays from 4 to 5:30 p.m.,
September through July, at First
Congregational Church, 1000 S. Cooper
Street.

SPIRITUAL
Other Locales

CAMP SISTER SPIRIT, P.O. Box 12, Ovett,
MS 39464, Feminist education/cultural/retreat
center, www.campsisterspirit.com, email: sis—
terspir@aol.com ___
MCC OF THE RAINBOW, 5565 Robinson
Rd. Ext., Ste. Q, Jackson, MS 39204, (601)
372—6644, Sunday Service at 11:30 a.m.

POLITICAL
Tennessee

MEMPHIS FREETHOUGHT ALLIANCE, an
association of atheists, agnostics and secular
humanists, meets the third Sunday at the
Memphis Public Library, 3030 Poplar Ave., Room
C, call Jim Maynard at (901) 327—2677, email:
memphisfreethought@yahoo.com, www.geoci—
ties.com/memphisfreethought.
MEMPHIS STONEWALL DEMOCRATS, P.O.
Box 241363, Memphis, TN 38124, (901) 327—
2677. Email: migc}@yahoo.com, website:

&

 

 

$
 

Renaissance House, PO Box 533—FF, Village Stn,
Voice & Fax 646—213—0263 Email: gayellowpages@earthlink.net

http

( GAYELLOW PAGES\
INFORMING THE LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL &
TRANSGENDER COMMUNITYSINCE 1973

Separate WOMENS and ETHNIC/MULTICULTURAL sections

"The most reliable Gay print source in the Gay community.
I‘ve been using it since the 1970s."

(Dr Charles Silverstein, co—author of ‘The Joy of Gay Sex‘.)

Complete gay—friendly resources & businesses: accommodations, bars,
bookstores, dentists, doctors, lawyers, therapists, travel services,

organizations, media, religious groups, help lines & HIV/AIDS resources.

USA/CANADA: $20 by first class mail: Includes all states
and provinces, plus national headquarters of
organizations, mail order companies, etc.

Download the free monthly update at

http://www.gayellowpages.com/online.htm

Find us at gay—friendly stores like
inz & Outz, Memphis 901—728—6535

Outioud Books & Gifts, Nashville 615—340—0034
Outwrite, Atlanta 404—607—0082

and see http//gayellowpages.com/2buy.htm

For free listing application, prices, mailing labels, etc.,
please send self—addressed stamped envelope to

NY, NY 10014

CENTER

24—hour

telephone

hotline

(901)

274—7477 

) 
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www.memphisstonewalldemocrats.org, meets
second Sunday of each moth at 2 p.m. at the
MGLCC, 892 South Cooper..
MID—SOUTH GAY & LESBIAN REPUBLIE—
CANS, P.O. Box 770505, Memphis, TN 38177,
meets the third Sunday at 1 p.m. at the
MGLCC, 892 S. Cooper and meets the first
Wednesday at 7 p.m. at area restaurants,
Email: MGLR_President@yahoo.com,
www.yahoogroups.com/group/MidSouthGLR.
MEMPHIS STONEWALL DEMOCRATS,
www.geocities.com/mphsstonewallem, (901)
327—2677, email: mphsstonewalldem
@yahoo.com
TENNESSEE TRANSGENDER POLITICAL
ACTION COMMITTEE, a statewide political
lobbying organization for transgender equality,
P.O. Box 92335, Nashville, TN 37209, fax:
(615) 353—1834, email: ttgpac@aol.com, web—
site: tenntg.com

POLITICAL _|

 

Mississippi

EQUALITY MISSISSIPPI, P.O. Box 6021,
Jackson, MS 39288—6021, (601) 936 7673, you
can send an email to:
EqualityMS @ EqualityMS.org, website:
www.EqualityMS.org   

SPORTS
Memphis, Tennessee

BLUFF CITY SPORTS ASSOCIATION, P.O.
Box 41803, Memphis, TN 38174 1803, (901)

RAINBOW DIRECTORY

461—0891, email:
memphisgaysoftball@yahoo.com, Softball
league open to GLBT individuals, www.bluffci—
tysports.net
BROTHERS & SISTERS BOWLING LEAGUE,
Winchester Bowl, 3703 S. Mendenhall @
Winchester, (901) 722—5236 or (901) 465—4371.
Email: memphisgaybowlin@aol.com. This co—ed
bowling league meets every Sunday at 6 p.m.
FRONT RUNNERS MEMPHIS, Memphis‘sfirst gay
and lesbian running club, meets twice a week,
Info@ FrontrunnersMemphis.org,
www.FrontrunnersMemphis.org.
OUT SPOKIN‘, a group to support bicycling in
the Memphis GLBT community, email:
marty @outspokin—mem.org, website: www.out—
spokin—mem.org

WELLNESS
~ Memphis, Tennessee

FRINEDS FOR LIFE, HIV/AIDS service organ—
ization devoted to helping those infected and
affected by HIV/AIDS live well. Location: 43 N.
Cleveland, Memphis, TN 38104. Phone: (901)
272—0855. Website:
www.FriendsForLifeCorp.org

DOCTORS
DR. DANIEL P. MARSHALL, M.D., general
practioner, 515 North Highland, (901) 323—
1200

  

OPTOMETRISTS
DRS. MICHAEL D. WEINBERG & JASON
DUNCAN at THE ECLECTIC EYE, 242 South
Cooper Street, (901) 276—EYES (3937)

DENTISTS
WILLIAM N. CASTLE, DDS, general dentistry,
79 North Cooper Street, Memphis, TN 38104.
Call (901) 685—5008 for an appointment.

IF YOUR

ORGANIZATION

ISNT LISTED HERE,

—CIVE US A CALL AT

901—682—2669
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CHICAGO, USA — WHERE THE WORLD MEETS

Sports & Cultural Festival 15—22 July 2006

COME TO win

COME FOR THE FRIENDS

comE To CHEER

comE For THE SPECTACLE

COME TO PLAY

CcomME FOR THE MEMORIES

CcOmE To mAKE HISTORY

Be part of history when Chicago ploiys

host to the world. Join 12,000 participan:

   

 

  

 

  

 

  

  

 

    

   

 

  

from more than 70 countries, competi
  

in 30 sports, band, chorus, color guard

and cheer events.

NO TRYOUTS, ALL WELCOME!

Enjoy spectacular opening and closing

  

ceremonies at Chicago‘s most beautiful

venues, nightly medal ceremonies,

parties and arts festival.

GayGamesChicago.org

(773) 907—2006

   

   

Gay Games VII Creative Services:
McKNIGHT KURLAND BACCELLI

    

  

 

   

  
   

   

CHICAGO in?[paks
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Now Mardi Gros mQ!" E

|M Baccelli

www.FAamirvanpFRienpsMacazine.com March 2006 FAMILY & friends 63

 



  

  

 

Emerald Theatre Company
proudly presents

  

  

JPaul Rudnick‘s

 

  directedIn!Hal Harmon yue
Produced with especial arrangement

with Dramatiets Play Service    
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