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What to talk about this month? Lots. So how about a few

comments on various news items.

White House Press Secretary Scott McClellan resigned today.

His job is the cream of public relations jobs. However, being the

top PR person still doesn‘t negate the saying once told to us by

a U.S. Navy PR vet, "PR: The last to know; the first to go."

President Bush‘s and Vice President Cheney‘s income tax

returns were posted on the Internet the other day. President and

Mrs. Bush‘s return seems semi—reasonable, given his job, with a

total income of $738,880. However, what the *&_# is Cheney

and his wife doing to make a total income of $8.8 million, includ—

ing $7.4 as salaries? What‘s more amazing is that the VP cou—

ple wrote off itemized deductions of $6.8 million — that generally

includes taxes, interest paid, donations, and employee business

expenses. Given the numbers alone, this exorbitant itemized

deductions figure is a red flag that screams audit. However, is

our V.P. and his wife exempt from such trials as an IRS audit as

a White House perk?

The differences in salaries makes us continue to question

who really is running our country, for what purpose and is Bush

just Cheney‘s puppet?

Change subject. The problems our gay, lesbian, bisexual and

transgender youth face in schools seem only to be pushed father

back on the stove as the problems of the schools in general for

all students continue to rise. The legal rights for every student,

gay or straight, to receive an education seems to have been

overridden by powertripping principles and administrators trying

to outdo each other on TCAP scores. We know there is a feder—

al law that provides extra educational methods for children who

may have a learning disability or other problem in school, but

that law is in dire need of Viagra. Money seems to have trumped

education, especially in Memphis. Money received from the fed—

eral government for good TCAP scores and money saved by not

NEED CASH?

Call (901) CASH (2274)

and provide a tlp on a
crime or a possible crime.
Just tell what you know or
suspect and get a secret
TD number. Use it later to
call back and find out if
the police made an arrest
and how to get your cash!
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Hypocrisy is such a poor teacher

 

 

having to pay out for resource materials and teachers, as well as
"guidance" counselors and their programs.

Between a Time magazine story and a radio show we heard
the other day, it seems that the focus of the schools in 2006, is
the TCAP numbers and preparing all students for college.
Period. We talked to a music teacher in the elementary schools
here in Memphis the other day. Her principal no longer allows
music trips for choruses, competitions or just field trips. TCAP is
the name of the game.

No child left behind only applies to those in the school sys—
tems, apparently. The object is to get the kids who need more
attention out the door. No problem. A student‘s frustration over
not being able to read well enough to keep up with his/her peers,
poor grades and being called "stupid" are enough to effect a
child‘s behavior negatively; the school administrators only have
to wait for that acting out behavior that gets those kids kicked out
of the school system. School wins — no kids to lower the school‘s
TCAP score and no expense for resource classes.

It was noted during the radio show that we listened to that
with college prep being the primary, if not only, path for students
now, forget everything else, including what we used to call voca—
tional education or vo—tech skills, including auto repairs, cosme—
tology, metal work, etc. These are all skills that need to be taught
to high schoolers who are interested in these fields in order to
continue to populate those jobs after school. Come on, not every
kid wants to go to college, or into the military.

Education is definitely changing. We can‘t believe it, but it is.
Who would everthink this landmark of life would actually begin to
weaken as it is now. Online college, a/k/a correspondence edu—
cation, is now readily available and accepted and we understand
that there are even online high school education programs.

Perhaps down the road, all the kids, especially the gay, les—
bian, bisexual, transgender and questioning kids, could consid—
er dropping out and starting their own school. You know, there
are plenty of gays and lesbians who are well equipped to teach
anything needed to educate them. They could get the grades,
probably higher than the public school system could provide,
given they would no longer have to deal with the terrorism they
have to endure everyday because somebody has to show off
and beat them down, whether verbally or physically. And that
includes abuse from students, teachers and administrators.

By the way, did you know that the City of Memphis School
Board claims to include gay and lesbian bashing under its sexu—
al harassment regulations? Calling someone a faggot or a whore
should find the perpetrator in the principal‘s office or being writ—
ten up. Did you know that only a very minimum of the teachers,
principals and administrators have a clue about that regulation?
We‘ve known of several situations where school staff had to be
informed of this regulation by someone outside the school sys—
tem. One individual even photocopied and delivered to the desk
of one uninformed prinicipal copies of lawsuits filed against other
principals and school administrations for violating these regula—
tions by not removing gay—hate words scrolled on school walls or
providing a safe place for these GLBTQ kids.

The irony is sad. Follow our rules or we kick you out of
school. But we don‘t have to follow the rules we are given.
Hypocrisy is such a poor teacher. ®
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Joyce Cobh portrays Bessie Smith, loves music

by Anita Moyt, managing editor

When Family & Friends first met

accomplished singer—songwriter

Joyce Cobb, she was on stage at

the former Memphis gay club

Amnesia. The crowd loved her and

she loved the crowd. And the same

is still true today.

Cobb‘s repertoire is extensive

and she is comfortable with singing

all styles of song, including blues,

jazz and rock. She plays in Beale

Street clubs, on national tours,

even at weddings and corporate

functions. Cobb can take the stage

alone or with another, with a full

band, even the Memphis

Symphony Orchestra.

"I consider myself folk and rock,"

Cobb told Family & Friends in a

telephone interview. "I‘m passion—

ately in love with all levels of music.

I grew up with Woodstock and

Dylan and Morrison — I can do that.

And I was into country and western Joyce Cobb andGeorge Caldwell in The Devil‘s Msic.
 

 while in Nashville. | kinda go
beyond the blues realm and I love it all. I can‘t tell you what I like
best, I love it all."

Her website lists three pages of her song list, including one
song by blues legend Bessie Smith — "Nobody‘s Business."

And it is Bessie Smith whom Cobb portrayed on stage at
Theatre Memphis in the musical, The Devil‘s Music: The Life
and Times of Bessie Smith April 6 through 23. And, it is Bessie
Smith she became for those one and a half hours on stage
each performance.

"Actually, it happened a couple of years ago when | was
(performing) Lady Day at Emerson‘s Bar about Billie
Holiday," Cobb said, explaining how she found herself in
the role of Smith. "I was approached by Jerry Chipman (a
member of Theatre Memphis‘s executive committee) who
said, ‘You would be a great Bessie Smith.‘ Low and behold,
| was approached by Theatre Memphis to do this wonderful
presentation of Devil‘s Music. This is my second time at
Theatre Memphis.

"It is my responsibility to tell the story of Bessie Smith through
her music, her marriages, incidences of racism, and as one of
the highest paid female blues singers in the nation," Cobb said.

"She has to keep the story meaningful," Devil‘s Music
Director Joanne "Josie" Helming told Family & Friends in
the same telephone interview about Cobb‘s role. "And be a
tiger about overcoming stuff. (Smith) had a wicked sense of
humor. She had a tough exterior and a soft interior; she
was a drinker, as well. It is an interesting piece and a hard
piece. It is hard for any actor but Joyce is rising to the occa—
sion wonderfully.

"(The play) really does outline how hard it was for African—
Americans in general, and women in particular, to survive on this
planet in the ‘20s and ‘30s.," Helming added.

Although many count Smith as a lesbian, actually, bisexual
might be more in order as she was married three different times.

According to Susan Stryker, Director of the GLBT Historical
Society, "The female jazz and blues singers of the Harlem
Renaissance lived in a world of sexual ambiguity: While many
were married, many also had affairs with other women and pre—
sented images of lesbian life and sensibility to the outside world.
Bessie Smith, Ma Rainey, Jackie Mabley, Josephine Baker and
Ethel Waters were all part of this world.

"In 1925, Blueswoman Ma Rainey was arrested in her house
in Harlem for having a ‘lesbian party‘," Stryker said in a PBS inter—
view. "Her protege, Bessie Smith, bailed her out of jail the follow—
ing morning. Rainey and Smith were part of an extensive circle of
lesbian and bisexual African—American women in Harlem."

However, this part of Smith‘s life was not included in the script
for Devil‘s Music, which focused on the final days of Smith‘s life
prior to her tragic car accident outside Clarksdale, Miss., which
claimed her life.

"The play focuses on her relationship with her second husband,
Jack Gee, and her relationship with Columbia Records," Helming
said. "You see how she scrambled for everything she got."

"Smith was signed to Columbia Records in 1923," the biogra—
phy of Smith reads at the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame website at
www.rockhall.com. "Her first recording, ‘Down Hearted Blues,‘
sold an estimated 800,000 copies, establishing her as a major
figure in the record market."

Unfortunately, her behaviors led to Smith losing custody of
her adopted son, Jack Gee Jr., being found an unfit mother by
the courts at the pressure of her ex—husband Jack Gee.

Cobb did a wonderful job bringing to the stage the hard—
learned lessons of this Blueswoman of the Harlem
Renaissance. The pains and the joys, the ups and the downs
of Smith, a woman — an African—American bisexual woman —
whose joys and tribulations can still be felt today in the
same—gender—loving community, not to mention the world of
music altogether.
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The End of An Era —
 

Kim Moss resigns as Friends For Life Executive Director

by Patricia Pair, publisher

It seems a bit trite to refer to Kim Moss‘s res—

ignation as Friends For Life‘s executive director

as "the end of an era," but there is just no other

way to put it.

Today, Friends For Life, the Mid—South‘s

largest HIV/AIDS service organization, almost

bares no resemblance to the agency Moss took

over just six years ago. Today, FFL owns the

building in which the majority of its programs

and administration is housed; just one of the

many "miracles" that have occurred during

Moss‘s tenure as executive director.

According to a press release issued by FFL,

Under Moss‘s leadership, FFL strengthened the

management of the agency and developed new

programs, such as the Positive Living Center and

the Wellness University. "Recently, Moss direct—

ed the agency‘s capital campaign and move into

 

 

5, to the FFL board of directors on Feb. 28, at a

regular monthly meeting.

"This is a very good time for me and Friends

For Life," Moss said. "The agency is in its new

headquarters and financially stable. I have had

the privilege of working with what must be the

greatest group of people anywhere; the board

of directors, staff and loyal supporters."

In a letter to his professional colleagues, Moss

wrote, "I will remain employed by the agency

(FFL) after (May 5) on a part—time basis to write

grants and help with funding. My decision ... is

not based on any health problems as | feel great

and ready for another challenge professionally. I

will resume my consulting and grant writing serv—

ices after my full—time status at FFL ends."

Upon accepting Moss‘s resignation, FFL

Board Chair Jeanne Richardson said, "We

regret to see Kim leave the executive director

position, but we are glad he‘ll be remaining with

us on a part—time basis to write grants and work with the agency

to ensure its financial stability."

Two other FFL board members, Linda Sowell and Frank

Cooper, both of whom have served as board chair during Moss‘s

tenure, echoed Richardson‘s regret.

"We regret losing him (Moss) and we wish he‘d stay on," Sowell,

allowing all the programs to be

housed at one location," the

press release read.

Moss submitted his resigna—

tion, which will be effective May

its new head—

A U quarters at 43 North Cleveland,
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who has been a member of the

FFL board of directors since the

early ‘90s, said. "We are trying to

fill the position, but his are big

shoes to fill."

"Kim has been an excep—

tional executive director for

Friends For Life," Cooper told

Family & Friends. "He has

See Kim Moss, nage 13
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an unpublished novel

by Jim Norcross

(chapter by chapter)

   
Florence Wilson went through the

hospital cafeteria line selecting the daily

special — meat loaf with two vegetables. She then picked up her

tray and looked for a place to sit. She was surprised to see

Donna Ruth Rowans, Dr. Brady‘s nurse, sitting alone in the far

corner booth eating a salad. Several papers were scattered

around the table.

"Hello, Donna Ruth. May I join you?" Donna Ruth nodded and

indicated the empty place across from her. She gathered up

some of the papers to make room. "What in the world are you

doing with all this work? You surely aren‘t so busy that you have

to do this on your lunch hour."

"I know. I just thought I‘d get some things done. I used to stay

in my office and work through lunch, but Dr. Brady found out and

insisted that I come down here to eat. I hate to waste time and I

bring a few things to do. I like to stay busy."

"Donna Ruth, you need to get a life. Quit mooning over Dr.

Brady. He‘s never asked you out, has he? His wife has been

dead for what — five years or seven now?

"He needs time — he‘s a very moral man and he has so much

on his mind. Not just work and the death of his wife, but with his

son coming out. It‘s been hard on him. Dr. Brady has been real—

ly torn up about that. He doesn‘t have time for socializing. He

just works and works."

Florence tasted the meatloaf and added some salt. Then,

looking over at her friend, she asked, "How is Amos? Isn‘t that

your cat‘s name?"

That was all it took. Donna Ruth went into a lengthy tale

about the latest antics of her feline pet. The cat was her life and

Florence was not able to get her off the subject.

"I‘m glad | ran in to you," Florence said, interrupting. "I have

something to tell you. Maybe I shouldn‘t, but I heard something

this morning and feel I have to tell you. It‘s about Dr. Brady."

The subject of Amos was immediately forgotten. Florence

now had Donna Ruth‘s full attention. Florence was the only per—

son Donna Ruth had ever confided her interest in Dr. Brady to.

"I feel you are wasting your time pining away for Dr. Brady.

I‘ve tried to tell you this before, and today I heard on good

authority that he‘s seeing someone else."

"What did you hear? I don‘t believe you." She looked around

to see if anyone was within hearing distance.

*You know that cute young salesman? Steve Grant — the one with

Delta Medical Supply Company? He was in today trying to see Dr.

Hodges. I told him the doctor was just too busy for me to work him in.

"wou know Steve‘s a real man about town. All the girls are

after him. Anyway, he said he would tell me a secret if I could

work him in for just 15 minutes with Dr. Hodges. He said he has

a new product that he wanted to present. I still said no way. Then

he told me the secret was about Dr. Brady. I thought about you

and so I said all right, 15 minutes."

"Go on for goodness sakes. What‘s the secret?"
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"He asked me if Dr. Brady was seeing anyone. | said I didn‘t

know. The only contact I had with him was what I had talking

with you.

"Then he went on to tell me he was at Isaac Hayes at

Peabody Place last weekend. He was having dinner — probably

with some blonde bimbo. Anyway he looked over and saw Dr.

Brady with this woman. Steve said it was obviously more than a

casual date. They were close dancing and sipping wine — gig—

gling and kissing like a couple of teenagers."

Donna Ruth turned pale and looked as if she had been hit in

the stomach. "Oh, Florence, who do you think it was?"

Steve said it was a good looking woman — very petite, about

the doctor‘s age, stylishly dressed wearing what appeared to be

real diamonds, not costume stuff — real diamonds — but worn in

good taste, not in a show off manner. Steve seemed surprised at

that, that the doctor wouldn‘t be with some blonde trophy type.

He really did." ‘

Florence watched Donna Ruth closely to see how she was

reacting to the news. She waslistening intensely but had drawn up

into a ball in the corner of the booth, her eyes misty. "It had to be

Orlena Howard. She owns a jewelry store. Dr. Brady told me he was

going into Memphis last week but I assumed it was for business. I

didn‘t ask any questions. He never takes any time off to do any per—

sonal things." She picked up a paper napkin and sat and started

tearing it into tiny pieces. "Oh, what am I going to do, Florence?"

ece

That night, unable to sleep, Donna Ruth sat in her apartment,

sipping wine and crying. Then she did something that she had

never done before; she called Florence Wilson at her home and

asked her if she could come into town for the night. "I just have

to have someone to talk with." She was on the verge of hysteria.

"I have to have someone besides Amos to talk with. | just

realized that I don‘t have any friends. I go to work and then come

home and play with Amos. That‘s my life and you are the only

person I could think of. I‘m sorry to bother you."

"Donna Ruth, you can call me anytime. Everyone has to have

someone to discuss problems with," Florence said.

"Is there any chance that you can come into town tonight?

Then we can talk face to face. You can spend the night. | have

a spare bedroom and we can just go into work from here tomor—

row. It will be fun, a girl‘s sleepover. I‘m so lonesome. I just have

Amos. He tries hard, but he can‘t talk."

"I‘d love to come but the transmission is out on my car; I‘ve

been riding into work with my sister."

There was a pause and then Donna Ruth said, "All right, I will

come to you. | just can‘t be alone tonight."

"Do you know how far out I live? It‘s out by Pickwick Lake in

Wayne County. It‘s so pretty out here but rural; it‘s about 30 miles

out here. I would love to have you spend the night as I do get

lonesome myself." Florence heard Donna Ruth crying. "I really

don‘t think you should come tonight. It is starting to rain and the

roads out here are not well lit. I live off the main road. Why don‘t

you wait and we‘ll do lunch tomorrow and we can talk then."

"I can‘t wait, Florence. I am coming tonight. I have a map and

I think I can find it."

"Well, do be careful. I really don‘t think you should try it though."

"I‘m coming, I have to, Florence. I have my cell telephone and

if I get lost I can call you."

Donna Ruth set down the glass of wine — the second glass

she was having. Then she refilled it as she went about putting

out a supply of food for Amos. "Here you go boy." She picked up

&+
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the big yellow cat and held him to her cheek for a moment. "I

know its beginning to storm, baby, but don‘t be scared. I‘ll be

back in a few hours."

She picked up an overnight case with a fresh uniform and a

pair of pajamas, a toothbrush and toiletries. Finishing the wine,

she went to her car and started driving east out of town. It was

getting dark and it was starting to rain harder.

She drove for 30 minutes, crouching down over the steering

wheel, holding it with both hands, blinking back tears and strain—

ing for visibility through the rain. She checked her map and

turned off the highway on to a side road.

A large truck hauling logs went by, honked loudly at her and

splashed the windshield, blinding her for a minute. There was a

large crack of thunder, and lighting fingered its way across the

sky as she rounded a curve. She was going faster than she real—

ized. The car skidded on the wet road and the steering wheel

spun out of her hands. She fought for control but couldn‘t regain

it. The car slid to the edge of an embankment, tottered for a

moment on the edge, then slid to the bottom where it struck a

tree, before it overturned into a swollen stream.

"Oh, whatever will happen to Amos?" Donna Ruth said to her—

self before she blacked out.

 

 

Kim Moss

from page 10

always been there for us and he is very concerned about the

community at large. He has gotten us (the agency) some fan—

tastic grants. I just can‘t say enough good things about him."

Since the metamorphosis at FFL has occurred during the course

of Moss‘s six—year tenure, the positive changes are more easily seen

by the agency‘s board of directors and staff than the community.

When asked how she thought the agency had changed since

Moss‘s employment in 2000, Sowell replied with just one word,

"Dramatically."

"Friends For Life has a very special place in my heart," she

continued. "It‘s the one thing | feel very strongly about and am

very dedicated to."

Cooper, on the other hand, recalled the condition of the

agency when Moss first took the helm.

"He (Moss) came at a time when we (the FFL board) were at

a crossroads," Cooper said. "He captained our ship into

smoother waters.

"The agency has grown considerably in the past five years

under his directorship," he continued. "But, now he feels like he

needs this change and the board supports him. He wants to con—

tinue in his grant writing, which is superior."

Still wondering about Moss‘s tenure at FFL being an "era?"

Lots of people resign positions every day, but most of them are

not written up in The Advocate.

Not only is Moss‘s resignation mentioned in the national

magazine‘s "Transitions," section, but it also was posted on the

magazine‘s website, Advocate.com, under the heading, "Friends

For Life director resigns."

"Moss served as executive director for six years and spent a

total of 14 years working for the agency," the Advocate.com arti—

cle read. "He is credited with helping FFL eliminate $600,000 in

long—standing debt and raising $1 million for a new headquarters

for the organization and to renovate apartments the agency pro—

vides to HIV—positive clients."

"He‘s done just an incredible job and we‘re sorry to be losing

him," Sowell said. We agree.

 

New Look.
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MISCELLANEOUS

Ras TTT

editorial by Jim Easter

   

* David Carr blew out the candles on

8 his half century birthday cake in March. He

is now eligible to join AARP. Mona Lott, a/k/a Running Bare, blew

out just one less candle. Jimmy Heider, one of the bartenders

extraordinaire at Metro, didn‘t have to blow as much. He extin—

guished 42 candles.

* April is known for its showers, but I hope it doesn‘t rain on

several birthdays, which span five decades. Ben Brannum, by

far the youngest, will be 30. Boyce Henderson and his partner

Jerry Hicks will be 47 and 51, respectively. Tommy Stewart

attains the favorite gay age of 69. And the Mayor of Watkins

Street, a/k/a Jimmy Moore, will reach the ripe, young age of 78.

A big Happy Birthday to all!

* The laboratory at the Memphis Center for Reproductive

Health was recently named in memory of Richard "Doc" Henshaw

in acknowledgment of his expertise and dedication while working

there for more than 20 years. Doc passed away in January.

+ By what criteria does the Associated Press judge which TV

station has the best local news team in Tennessee? Unless the

top criterion is mispronunciation, the judging standards obvious—

ly need revision. There‘s no way that the channel 24/30 news

team is better than those on channels 3 and 5. And the latter two

don‘t employ patronizing, slo—mo bobbleheads.

* Mississippi Governor Haley Barbour vetoed a bill that would

have reduced taxes on groceries by: half, from 7 percent to 3.5

percent. The bill also would have raised cigarette taxes to 80

cents a pack on July 1, and to one dollar a pack a year later.

Apparently the legislature does not have enough votes to over—

ride the veto. I would have happily done my major grocery shop—

ping in the Magnolia State if I could pay a 3.5 percent tax rather

than the 8.25 tax we Memphians now pay.

* H&R Block owes the IRS $32 million in back taxes because

it used the wrong corporate tax rates when filing its own returns

in 2004. It is also being sued for $250 million by New York

Attorney General Eliot Spitzer who claims thatit didn‘t disclose

fees charged for investing in its money—losing IRA. Fees exceed—

ed profits paid to more than 500,000 Empire Staters. Did the

largest tax preparer in the world assist with your taxes?

e It cost NBC $618 million to broadcast 408 hours of the

Olympics from Turin (Torino). Some of the skiing events were

decidedly shrouded by heavy snows, which made viewing

almost impossible. The U.S. team didn‘t do well in the Alpine

events of cross country, ski jumping and biathlon. Most of our

skiers train in the Rocky Mountains where the downhill, slalom,

combined and Super G are more popular. One American

favorite, Bode Miller, won no medals. He was in Italy to compete,

but also to be himself: "I partied and socialized in the Olympic

spirit." Is he sure he wasn‘t on a Rocky Mountain high?

* Katrina redux — Have you ever heard so many lies, cover—

ups, refusal of responsibility, etc., as were expressed in recent

U.S. Senate testimony? Video tapes and emails proved that for—

mer FEMA director Michael Brown wasn‘t the only one to blame

for the administration‘s failure to understand the gravity of the sit—

uation and to act. Of course, Louisiana Governor Kathleen

Blanco didn‘t help matters when she stated in a video conference

that the levees were intact, after they‘d already been breached.

Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff was not kept

informed by his Director of Operations for Domestic

Infrastructure Matthew Broderick, who didn‘t read his emails..

Despite being forewarned days in advance of a potential pend—

ing catastrophe, his ops center had no plans to deal with the sit—

uation. It wasn‘t ready, had no response and was totally unpre—

pared to start any recovery efforts.

Long after Katrina had moved inland, why did Homeland

Security allow FEMA to purchase 24,000 manufactured homes

at a cost of $850 million ($35K each) when its own regulations

prohibited the homes from being placed in flood plain areas?

Would the administration‘s response have been different if ter—

rorists had blown up the levees?
 

 

Supply on Demand.

Since 1972 Yuletide has succeeded in

meeting the demands of Memphis area

businesses. 24—hour customer service. on—

line accounts, and fast "to your door‘

delivery arc the demands we placed on

ourselves to help establish Yuletide as the

office supply leader in the Mid—South.

Contact us about your office needs today.

1245 Sycamore View, Memphis, IN 38134

901—372—8588 — Fax 901 —388—0785

Is the government waiting

on private enterprise to shoul—

der the burden? Apparently so,

judging by promises made, but

not kept. Domino Sugar Co.

has returned to nearly 100 per—

cent employment after provid—

ing food and housing for its

employees. It‘s renting travel

trailers and RVs from FEMA for

$1,100 a month. The company,

which provides 90 percent of

all U.S.—grown sugar, also set

up the only functioning school

in its parish. Unfortunately,

many employers, particularly

those that rely on the tourist

trade, cannot afford to follow

Domino‘s example.

* In a recent court case in
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CHICAGO, USA — WHERE THE WORLD MEETS

Sports & Cultural Festival 15—22 July 2006

OPENING & CLOSING CEREMONY TICKETS

ON—SALE SATURDAY, MARCH 25TH AT 12 NOON

COME FOR THE

SPECTACLE

Opening Ceremonies

Saturday, July 15th

Soldier Field

Purchase Tickets at

http://tickets.gaygameschicago.org

or by phone at 312—559—1212

Closing Ceremonies

Saturday July 22nd

Wrigley Field

Purchase Tickets at www.tickets.com

  
Prices Ranging from $50 to $150

Premium Ticket Packages still available

http://Tickets.GayGamesChicago.

  

  

 

  

     

Note to athletes and artists: Your Gay Games regist
includes premium seating at both ceremonies
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‘w 0" STAGE “aw theatrical entertainment

NMT presents Chastitute

The New Moon Theatre Company is staging The Chastitute
now through April 23 at TheatreWorks, 2085 Monroe Avenue. A
middle—aged Irishman finds himself alone and withoutprospects.
He refers to himself as a "Chastitute," the opposite of a prosti—
tute. When he employs the services of a matchmaker he finds
himself on a wild odyssey in his search for companionship.
Tickets are $12.50 for adults and $10 for seniors and students.
For more information, call (901) 278—7025 or go online to
www.NewMoonTheatre.org.

Shaw directs at GCT
Kevin Shaw, winner of five Ostrander Awards, directs a top—

notch cast in Germantown Community Theatre‘s performance of
Over the River and Through the Woods, now through May 7.
Audience members will feel they are sitting in the living room of
dear friends as the story of two sets of interfering grandparents
unfolds. They just want to see their grandson happily married —
and they will take matters into their own hands to make it hap—
pen! Showtimes for Over the River and Through the Woods are
8 p.m. Thursdays through Saturdays, and 2 p.m. Sundays.
Tickets are $16 for adults, and $14 for students and seniors. For
more information, call the theater, located at 3037 Forest Hill—
Irene Road, at (901) 754—2680.

Late—in—life romance explored
The Circuit Playhouse, 1705 Poplar Avenue, is staging

Intimate Apparel now through May 21. The year is 1905, and
Esther Mills is a 35—year old spinster and a skilled seamstress
who makes exquisite corsets for brides while living and working
in a New York City boarding house. Independent and feisty,
Esther still yearns for romance and weaves a tightly—knit support
system of friends. And it is those friends who help the illiterate
Esther to correspond with George Armstrong, a Barbados native
who is working on the construction of the Panama Canal.
Showtimes are Thursdays through Saturdays at 8 p.m, and
Sundays at 2 p.m. Tickets are $25 for adults; $20 for seniors,
students and military personnel, and $10 for children under the
age of 10. The—Pay—What—You—Can performance is set for
Thursday, April 27, at 8 p.m. For more information or tickets, call
(901) 726—4656.

Twp
sl
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5
.
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=.

Keith Patrick McCoy, Monette McLin and

Tristan Shields in Circuit‘s Intimate Apparel.
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Classic trial to be staged at TM
Inherit the Wind, the dramatized version of the 1925 "Scopes

Monkey Trial" in East Tennessee, will be staged on Theatre
Memphis‘ Lohrey Stage, 630 South Perkins Extended, April 28
through May 14. Showtimes are 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays and
Thursdays; 8 p.m Fridays and Saturdays, and 2 p.m. Sundays.
Tickets are $20 for adults; $12 for students with valid ID, and $8
for children under the age of 12. There is a special $5 discount
off any adult ticket purchased for the April 28, 29, 30 and May 3
and 4 performances. For more information or tickets, call (901)
682—8323. Family & Friends magazine is a proud media sponsor
of Inherit the Wind.

Tevye to sing for POTS audiences
The beloved musical, Fiddler on the Roof, will be staged at

Playhouse on the Square, 51 South Cooper, May 5 to June 4.
Set against the backdrop of Czarist Russia, a lovable peasant—
patriarch precariously balances his faith and tradition in the face
of political upheaval. Richly layered with a memorable score and
unforgettable tunes like, "If | Were a Rich Man" and "Sunrise,
Sunset," the story of Tevye and his five daughters is an enduring
musical testament to family values, faith and hope. Showtimes
are Thursdays to Saturdays at 8 p.m., and Sundays at 2 p.m.
Tickets are $35 for adults; $20 for seniors, students and military
personnel, and $14 for children. The Pay—What—You—Can per—
formance is set for Thursday, May 11, at 8 p.m. For more infor—
mation or tickets, call (901) 726—4656.

20" Annual

Original

Art Auction

Over 100 Artists .
All Original Art Work

Saturday, April 29

Playhouse on the Square
51 8. Cooper in Overton Square

 
Annabell

 

  

  

 

 Live Auction begins at 6:30 p.m.
All Day Silent Auction

Dinner & Pasta Buffet by Luln Grille
at the Auction (call for reservations/prices)

Free Admission «+ Free Drinks
...it is the best pARTy in town!
{and a fundraiser at the same time)

Call (001) 725—077
for more mformamox
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Musings

from page 14

New York, dubbed "Roe V. Wade for Men," a man has filed a suit

claiming his rights were violated when his girlfriend refused to

abort the fetus he did not want. Although he‘s paying child sup—

port, he claims he shouldn‘t have to.

* A group of wrong—wingers wants to amend the Tennessee

Constitution to ban abortions. Look for more publicity and rheto—

ric from our elected officials and all the right—to—lifers than there

was about the gay marriage amendment. s

* Eric Swofford, a Republican representative, and Charlotte

Burkes, a Democratic state senator, introduced House Bill 3798,

which would ban the sale and use of dildos in Tennessee, with a

few exceptions. The bill was subsequently withdrawn probably

because some of their more enlightened colleagues objected to

banning the device, which pleasurably stimulates the human

genital orifices.

* Domino‘s Pizza founder Tom Monaghan is building an all

Catholic town in Florida called Ave Maria, or Hail Mary, which will

be open to all who wish to live there and can afford to buy or rent

property. I suppose only the rhythm method of birth control will

be allowed, and use of condoms will be prohibited under the

strict Roman Catholic teachings and covenants. We don‘t live in

Ave Maria; use a condom!

                       

Save $10.00 ordering online
www.CommandoJeans.com

With "Coupon Code:" Family
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OVER MY

editorial by Patricia Pair, publisher

If you had been looking over my

shoulder recently you would have, no doubt, come to the same

conclusion I have regarding our economy ... it SUCKS!!!

As if I actually need to, I‘ll explain. For starters, the cost of a

gallon of gasoline has gotten way out of hand. I can still remem—

ber when my mom would roll up to a full—service gas station and

tell the attendant to put in 50 cents worth of regular, which, of

course, at that time meant leaded gasoline. And, while you can

still do that today, if you can even find a full—service gas station,

you might make it to the next gas station on 50 cents. But back

then, half a buck would get mom through the week, and that was

with car pools, etc.

The last time I looked, I avoid it as much as possible, the cor—

 

   

ner convenience store‘s advertised price for a gallon of unlead—

ed gas was $2.74.9 (I‘ve never understood about that .9 thing).

That‘s damn near $3 a gallon, which won‘t get you far, trust me.

A friend predicted it would be $3 a gallon by summer, meaning

the end of May. I laughed It‘ll be $3 a gallon by the end of next
week, or by the time you‘re reading this.

Growing up, my parents and my friends‘ parents sometlmes
went to the bank for a loan for things like buying a house, buy—
ing a car, remodeling said house or to pay the dentist to outfit the
kids with braces. Atthe rate the gas prices are soaring, I‘ll be vis—
iting my banker to apply for a loan just to fill up my gas tank.

And, it‘s not just the price of gas that leads me to the conclu—
sion that our economy could suck the rust off the bumper of a

vehicle ravaged by Katrina.
What little I got out of that economics class I took way back

when at then Memphis State University (I actually only attended
two classes before dropping it like a hot potato) was the idea of

supply and demand.
Some of my closer friends already know this, but I‘ll share it

with you, too. The economy has gotten so bad that I had to
return to my years in the food service industry and get yet anoth—
er job, as if being a mother, partner, writer and publisher weren‘t
keeping me busy enough. Geez, I need about 10 more hours in

the day.
Let‘s get back to the idea of supply and demand. Using the
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elementary idea, never let it be said that I am not doing my part

to help the economy. Because my 4Runner drinks gas like it was

water, I had to purchase a new vehicle, one that gets about 32

miles per gallon, to get me back and forth to my new job, which

is in Olive Branch. The bank is happy because it‘s charging me

an arm and a leg in interest. The car dealer is happy because he

got rid of a vehicle on his lot. My boss is happy because I can

now get back and forth to work, which in turn provides me with

a paycheck so I can pay the bank and all the other monthly bills.

Wow, round and round we go. It‘s almost enough to make a

person dizzy, kind of like a poor old dog that just keeps chasing its

tail. And, unfortunately, I‘m not the only one who‘s feeling the eco—

nomic crunch. Some friends are having to sell their beautiful home

because, like so many people, they simply can‘t afford it anymore.

Here‘s another observation. My new job is located next door

to one of those finance companies that makes personal loans.

Just this past Saturday 1 pulled into the parking lot of the strip

mall where I work and there were more than a dozen cars

already parked in the lot. Fearing that I had overslept or some—

thing, I checked my watch and much to my relief, it was only 9

a.m. Looks like there‘s plenty of folks who are having to take out

loans just to get by.

When I was a kid I remember, as most of us do, wanting noth—

ing more than to grow up and be an adult. And, when we would

voice this desire to our parents, they would always say, "No you

don‘t. Just enjoy being a kid."

I hate saying this, but my parents were right. What I wouldn‘t

give to return to a time when someone else cooked my meals

and washed my clothes. A time when having a roof over my

head was a given and there was always 50 cents for gas in the

family car.

It‘s been said that we are crazy at Prescott, because
of the stances we take and our proud tradition

of welcoming everyone, regardless of race, sexual, or
political orientation. It‘s been said that Jesus.was crazy too and

we always try to do our very best to follow Him.
If you‘ve been looking for a church that‘s radically different,

with an active mission to explore compassion, peace, justice
and the love of Christ, come see what all the craziness is about!

961 Getwell Road
near Park & Getwell —

9:30 Sunday School 10:45 Worship
901—327—8479

www.prescottchurch.org
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Mid—South Pride to hold parade, festival June 10

Mid—South Pride 2006‘s Pride Parade and Festival, organized

and operated by Mid South Pride Inc. (MSP), will be held on

Saturday, June 10.

This year‘s theme, "PRIDE — A Bridge To Equality," was cho—

sen by MSP to show how the Memphis and Mid—South gay, les—

bian, bisexual and transgender community needs to focus on

being a "Bridge To Equality."

"When we as members of the GLBT community, our families

and our friends take PRIDE in who we are, we can then begin

the process to bridge the gaps that lead to equality for us all,"

MSP wrote in its press release. "Our community is under attack

on many fronts — political, social and spiritual — and we must be

willing and prepared to step up, step out and take pride in our—

22 FAMILY & friends 2006

Registration forms for participation in the Pride Parade, for booth

space at the Festival and/or for sponsorship opportunities are avail—

able online at www.MidSouthPride.org. Forms also are available by

calling (901) 328—6349, emailing info@midsouthpride.org or writing

to Mid—South Pride Inc, 111 S. Highland, Suite 322, Memphis TN

38111. Deadline for registrations is Monday, June 5. Parade regis—

tration also will be available during the parade line up at 3 p.m.

Mid—South Pride is working to keep admission to the events

free of charge; however, to make this happen, MSP needs the

financial support of the community. Every contribution to MSP

makes you a "Friend of Pride" and provides the donor with the

knowledge that they have helped to make Pride in Memphis and

the Mid—South a reality. Donations can be made online at

the Mystic Krewe of

APHRODITE
&

REUNION

yl) SHOW

Friday —

April 21, 2006

— IO p.m.

tbs Madison Flame
1588 Madison Avenue
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Lohrey Stage, April 28—May 14

By Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee

The accused was a slight, frightened man who had deliberately broken the law. His trial was a Roman circus. The

chief gladiators were two great legal giants of the century. At stake was the freedom of every American. Based on

the East Tennessee Scopes Monkey Trial of 1925, this controversial and significant play

is one of the most moving of this generation.

AesCuioles 682-8323

 

Season Sponsor: Arthur F and Alice E. Adams Foundation
Sponsors: Burch, Porter & Johnson PLLC
Media Sponsors: At Home Tennessee and Family & Friends
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Hill YIIIIII FAM'“ NEWS & EVENTS FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

Kids can enjoy breakfast with Gllllllllv cubby Pooh
Come to the Hundred Acre Wood and have a honey of a good

time! Everyone‘s favorite lovable character, Winnie the Pooh, will
appear at two special breakfasts at The Children‘s Museum of
Memphis 2525 Central Avenue, on Saturday, May 6, at 9 and
10:30 a.m.These fun—filled events allow kids to meet the silly old bear
in person, make a treehouse and honey pot, sing along with
the Pooh song, color special art pages, get their faces painted,
receive free giveaways, enter prize drawings and more.
Parents are encouraged to bring cameras to capture that spe—
cial moment when their child meets Winnie the Pooh.
Breakfast snacks will be served — please note that this is a
"picnic—style" breakfast!Admission to Breakfast with Winnie the Pooh is $12 and

Take Action!
Advocacy and legal assistance:

ACLU— Lesbian & Gay Rights Project
www.aclu.org/getequal | 212—549—2627

Student and GSA resources:
SEN — Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network

www.glsen.org | 212—727—0135

a£1 1 2.9

U J E3

Yin; Have The Right To —

B E

YOURSELF
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includes museum admission that same day. Space is limited so
advance registrations are required by calling (901) 458—2678.

April 30 is ‘Family Day‘at

Memphis Botanic Gardens
On Sunday, April 30, from 1 to 4 p.m, children and their par—

ents are invited to the Memphis Botanic Gardens, located at 750
Cherry Road in Audubon Park, for Macy‘s World of Plants
"Family Day."Visitors can tour five global tents, representing Africa, Asia,the Middle East, Europe and the Americas, where they can par—ticipate in activities that demonstrate how different cultures use
plants in their daily lives. Hands—on activities include making trib—
al masks using African plants; decorating Vietnamese rice hats;
experimenting with Indian tie—dying; taking an "Italian pastaquiz," and making Mexican amate paintings.Cost is $6 per person. For more information, call (901) 685—
1566, ext. 116. 

PROYECTO IGUALDAD m
Todos Somos Familia..." Lambda

   Tiwind orgullo derechos
justicia igualdad

wwolambdalegaLorg/proyecto  
www.FamirvanpFRienpsMagazINE.com



 

AND NOW A WORD FROM YOUR TEETH...

 

 

 

 
 

   

   

Painful teeth, swollen We pride

gums, ugly stains and ourselves on

bad breath are ; We strive to fairness and

messages from your Make your provide open—mindedness.

teeth saying, "We we”? fielngood comfortable
need help!" oyhess kus treatment with a

today, we‘ll f
é soft, gentle touch.
listen.

      

  

(Tioo/ William N. Castle, DDS |
79 NORTH COOPER STiX FREE TAKE HOME

» WHITENING KIT {(6365 VALUE) FOR NEW MEMPHIS, TN 38104/ PATIENTS WITH NEW IN MIDTOWN MEMPHIS& PATIENT EXAM, CLEANING BETWEEN MADISON & POPLAR[aa. & XRAYS Ff/
Offer valid for 30 days

~~(001) 685—5008
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by Shelia iTankersI'éy

   Greetings, Spring is here! The earth
is awakening from a long winter‘s sleep.

The flowers are blooming, the birds are singing a new song, the
sky looks bluer and there is so much activity everywhere. Spring
is a time of new beginnings. The wonderful thing about new
beginnings and human free will is that we can choose a new
beginning any time of the year, day or moment.

Continuing my articles on spiritual self—empowerment, I would
like to address spiritual disciplines and how they support new
beginnings. As always, | ask that you read this article with an
open heart and mind. Let go of judgements of yourself and the
article. Discernment (inner guidance) is called for. Take what
"feels" right and let what doesn‘t go.

There are mixed views of the meaning of the word "disci—
pline." I am using it as described in the dictionary as "training
expected to produce a specific character or pattern of behavior."
The opposite is chaos, confusion, disorganization and laziness.
It is just a word and can be perceived as a personal challenge or
something to dread. I don‘t want to put a whole lot of power into
a word.

The first discipline I would like to introduce to you is, in my
opinion, the most important to your well being and spiritual
growth. Keep in mind, in these articles we are not talking reli—
gion, we are talking spirituality, your relationship with your spirit
and the spirit that created you.

The first discipline is meditation. Although meditation has
become such a popular and trendy thing in the last several
years, it has actually been practiced for thousands of years.
Meditation is a mind—body technique to induce tranquility; it is
used as a spiritual door to self knowledge. It is even used today
by the medical community for treating stress and chronic pain
and for promoting the healthy functioning of the immune system.

There are many different techniques of mediation from many
different spiritual traditions. I will introduce several of the most
used techniques and you can find the one that most serves your
needs. Or you can put together your own meditation with com—
ponents from these various techniques.

Many of us remember when, in the ‘60s, we were introduced
to TM (transcendental meditation) by the Beatles. Their teacher,
Yogi, came from the East and introduced this form of meditation
that inaugurated a "movement to spiritually regenerate the
world." His main focus was on relaxation, stress relief and
improved personal effectiveness. In this practice, one would use
a mantra. A mantra is usually thought of as a name of God. It can
also be a commonly repeated word or phrase or it can be a
meaningless sound. As the mental activities start to slow down,
the body activities follow. Using a mantra creates a soothing
effect upon the individual‘s nervous system. After hearing from
devotees, researchers and health professionals at Harvard
began to explore health enhancing potentials of this mediation
technique. TM is. still being practiced worldwide and has many
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centers in the United States.
Another technique of meditation is simply known as the

breathing technique. This focuses on watching the breath, con—
centrating on inhaling and exhaling. For the breathing technique;
one should become comfortable and still in their seating. Many
thoughts will come up but you have to release them without
judgement and refocus on the breath. After practicing in this way,
distracting thoughts will soon subside and you will experience a
feeling of inner peace and relaxation. This is one of the most
commonly used meditations to relieve stress.

Mindfulness meditation is the creation of Jon Kabat—Zinn,
Ph.D., who is the founder and director of the Stress Reduction
Clinic at the University of Massachusetts Medical Center. He
teaches us to use the breath to be in the present; to be aware of
what the emotions are telling us; what sounds, smells, etc. we
are experiencing. Mindfulness meditation is focusing on the
present moment, observing thoughts as they come up and not
judging them. This is derived from Zen meditation of the
Buddhist tradition.

Walking meditation helps you connect with nature and/or con—
nect with your higher self. Walking in this meditative state slows
down your pace to focus on each movement and step you are
taking. It allows you to be in the present moment. A very popu—
lar type of this is walking the Labyrinth. This is an old tradition
that is in a period of renewal. Presently, there are several indoor
and outdoor Labyrinths in our area, including St. George‘s
Episcopal Church, Lindenwood Christian Church, First
Congregational Church and West Clinic, to name a few.

Guided meditation is when you have someone who can teach
you the basics of meditation, help you stay focused and help you
meditate more deeply. Some guides can intuitively help you find
the source of and/or the resolution to a challenge. A guided
group meditation usually has a particular goal such as spiritual
growth, relaxation or enhancing physical healing.

These are just a few of the meditation techniques that are
available. The bottom line: is meditation is for your highest
good. It helps you to relax, to reduce stress, to improve health,
to achieve a sense of well—being, to bring balance to your life,
to access your potential and to bring illumination into your life.
The medical benefits are incredible. It has been reported that
lowered blood pressure, heart rate, respiratory rate, muscle
tension and levels of stress hormones have been a result of
the continued practice of meditation. The psychological effects
are decreased anxiety, improved tolerance of emotional
stress, control of temper, etc. These results have become well
known among the medical community and meditation and
other alternative treatments are being used to compliment
medical regimens.

I have meditated for nearly 20 years and it is a powerful tool
in my life. It has allowed me to calm down when I needed to; it
has been a ritual for me to begin my day with a peace that pass—
es all understanding (when I have missed my daily meditation, I
seem to have been scattered, unorganized and stressed out).
After meditation, my mind has been cleared and «answers to
questions come to me.

Here are a few basics that might help you get started. It is
good to start off with about 10 minutes and then work your way
up to 20 minutes. Many people who meditate usually do so once
in the morning before daily routines and in the evening before
bedtime. This is where the discipline comes in. You will need to
plan ahead to allow yourself the time needed. This is for you.

See Love & Light, page 39
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  "We were so shocked. I mean, we‘re

still trying to figure out if we got this."

Crash writer/director Paul

 

Haggis after the film beat heavily favored Brokeback
Mountain for the Best Picture Oscar, as quoted by the AP,

March 7.

"It is my own stupid fault, as usual. I was

in possession of class C drugs, which is an

offense. ... The only thing I care about is that

people know that | was properly tested by

the police doctor on Saturday night, who

stated to the officers present that | was not

impaired in any way and should be allowed

to drive home. In fact, the only reason I

didn‘t drive home was that the police

accidentally immobilized my car

when they parked it. The duty

solicitor very kindly gave me a lift

     

  

  

   

 

home. ... I promise I won‘t make a

record out of this one — even though it is tempting."

— Gay singer George Michael after he was arrested

Feb. 26 for drug possession after being found slumped

over the wheel of his Range Rover in central London.

Class C drugs are marijuana, tranquilizers and some

prescription pain pills.
  

"So many people — including myself at one time — believed

those crazy, so—called Christians who say if you‘re gay or bi, God

doesn‘t want you. That‘s a big piece of crap. ... If you look at it

historically, culturally and you‘re not pulling things out of context,

the Bible says ‘don‘t go against what is natural.‘ (I)t means going

against what‘s natural for yourself."

— Former gay porn star Tom Katt (David Papaleo) to the

gay newspaper Dallas Voice, Feb. 23.

"First of all, I want to thank two people who don‘t even exist.

Or I should say, they do exist, because of the imagination of —

Annie Proulx and the artistry of Larry McMurtry and Diana

Ossana. Their names are Ennis and Jack. And they taught all of

us who made Brokeback Mountain so much about not just all the

gay men and women whose love is denied by society, but just as —

important, (about) the greatness of love itself."

— Ang Lee accepting the best director Oscar for

Brokeback Mountain, March 5. —

 

"When | came out about my sexuality, I didn‘t say, ‘Oh, I‘m

going to do this and be a big, famous lesbian that‘s going to talk

about gay rights.‘ I‘ve got to do this because I‘m going crazy

because I think people think that I have a boyfriend! And that

makes me nuts and that‘s not truthful. I want to be truthful."

— Rocker Melissa Etheridge to Los Angeles‘ Lesbian

News, March issue.

"I don‘t know what it is, but lesbians don‘t make passes at me.

Maybe I‘m too femme?"

— Actress Suzanne Somers to the Palm Springs gay

magazine The Bottom Line, March 17.
 

"We should all have our

own (TV) network — gays, les—

bians, bisexuals and transsex—

uals instead of being

grouped together (on a single

network). —1 watch Spike TV,

because the men on there are

hot. I don‘t need a network to

tell me people‘s coming out

stories — I‘ve got friends. If I

wanted to hear coming out sto—

ries, I‘d throw a dinner party.

It‘s so segregated and it‘s

preaching to the choir Why

watch movies we already own

on DVD?"

— Gay singer Jinx Titanic,

of the band of the same

name, to Chicago‘s Windy

City Times, March 1.

 

"(My daughter Lourdes) is

really obsessed with who is gay.

And she even asked, ‘Mom, you

know they say that you are

gay?‘ and I‘m, ‘Oh, do they?

Why?‘ And she says, ‘Because

you kissed Britney Spears.‘ And I

said, ‘No, it just means | kissed

Britney Spears. | am the

mommy pop star and she is the

baby pop star. And I am kissing

her to pass my energy on to her.""

— Madonna to Out maga—

zine, April issue. The kiss occurred at the 2003 MTV

Video Music Awards.

    

  

»4
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Quotes compiledbyRex Wockner, who has reported news for the gaypress
since 1985. His work has appeared in more than 200 gay publications. He has
a B.A. in journalism from Drake University, started his career as a radio reporter
and has written extensively for the mainstream media, as well.  
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If you‘re currently taking VIREAD in combination with

EMTRIVA or Epivir® (lamivudine, 3TC) as part of your

HIV regimen, it might be time for TRUVADA

@ Because TRUVADA combines VIREAD and EMTRIVA in one pill

that you take just once a day  
   

 

® Since EMTRIVA and Epivir (3TC) are similar medicines, studies

using VIREAD+Epivir (3TC) support the use of TRUVADA

So, if you are currently taking VIREAD and EMTRIVA or

VIREAD and Epivir, you should ask your doctor if TRUVADA, as

part of combination therapy, may be an appropriate choice to

simplify your HIV regimen.

 

    

 

 

Truvada:

disoprou fumarate

 
.
ma
te
s

Please see important safety information on the following pages.

For more information, please visit www.truvada.com, or call 1—800—GILEAD—5 (14300-445—3235) and select option 2.
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TRUVADA andVREAD do not cure HIVinfection or loweryour chanceof .—

passingHIV—1 to others and must be used as part of combination therapy.

TRUVADA should not be used with VIREAD, Combivir®, EMTRIVA,

Epivir, Epivir—HBV®, Epzicom", or Trizivir®.

USE OF TRUVADA: |

TRUVADA is indicated in combination with other antiretroviral agents

: (such as non—nucleoside reversetranscriptaseinhibitors or protease

inhibitors)for the treatmentof HIV—1 infection in adults.

, USE OF VIREAD:

VIREAD is namedin combination with other antcretrovxra agents for
thetreatmentof HIV—1 infection.

— IMPORTANTSAFETY INFORMATION:

« Lactic acidosis (a buildup of acidin the blood) can be a medical
emergencyand may need to betreated in the hospital. Gall your
healthcareproviderrightaway if you have nausea, vomiting,
unusual muscle pain, and/or weakness

* Serious liver problems {hepatmoxcity), with liver enlargement
(hepatomegaly) and fat in theliver (steatosis), may occur. Call your
healthcare provider right away if you have light colored stools,

— dark colored urine, and/or if your skin or the whites of your eyes
turn yellow ‘

* Flare—ups of hepatitis B virus(HBV) infection: If you have HIV
i and HBV, your liver disease may suddenly get worse if you stop

taking TRUVADA or VIREAD. Do not stoptaking TRUVADA or VIREAD
unless directed by your healthcare provider

* Kidney problems: If you have had kidney problems or take other
medicines that can cause kidney problems, your healthcare

: provider should do regular blood tests to check your kidneys

* Bone changes: It is not known whether long—term use of
TRUVADA or VIREAD causes damage to your bones. If you have
had bone problems in the past, talk to your healthcare provider
before taking TRUVADA or VIREAD

Changes in body fat have been seen in some people taking anti—HIV
" medicines. The mostcommonside effects of TRUVADA when taken

220% with other anti—HIV medicines are dizziness, diarrhea, nausea,
vomiting, headache, abdominal pain, depression, rash, and gas. Skin

discoloration (spots and freckles) may also occur. The most common side
effects of VIREAD are diarrhea, nausea, vomiting, and gas.

Discuss all medicines you take with your healthcare pramder
and be aware:

TRUVADA, VIREAD, and EMTRIVA

are

registered trad k 4
i ee

oo

o Tarts * Your healthcare provider may need to follow you more closely or
Ali-other trademarks are the property of their respelctive owners. 1 3,deSt your meraw if YOU are taking Vdefl, Vidag, EC, Reyat8232

[(Q aicead fessmt. or Kaletra® with TRUVADA or VIREAD
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(Chron game

Patient information |_
TRUVADA® (tru—VAH—dah) Tablets
Generic name: emtricitabine and tenofovir disoproxi! fumarate
(em tri SNTuh bean and te NOE fo veer dye soe PROX i} FYOU—marate}
Read the Patient Information that comes with TRUVADA before youstart taking it and each time you get a
refill. There may be new information. This information does not take the place of talking to your healthcare
provider about your medical condition or treatment. You should stay undera healthcare provider‘s care wher
taking IRUVADA. Do not change or stop your medicine withoutfirst talking with your healthcare
provider. Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist if you have any questions about TRUVADA,
What is the most important information I should know about TRUVADA?
*Some people who have taken medicine like TRUVADA (nucleoside analogs) have
developed a serious condition called lactic acidosis (buildup of an acid in the biaod).
Lactic acidosis can be a medical emergency and may need to be treated in the hospital, Call
your healthcare provider right away if you get the following signs or symptoms of lactic
acidosis.
# You feel very weak or tired.
* You have unusual (not normal} muscle pain.
* You have trouble breathing.
« You have stomach pain with nausea and vomiting.
* You feel cold, especially in your arms and legs.
* You feel dizzy or lightheaded.
* You have a fast or irregular heartbeat.

* Same people who have taken medicines like TRUVADA have developed serious liver problems
called hepatotoxicity, with liver enlargement (hepatomegaly) and fat in the liver (steatosis). Call your
healthcare provider right awayif you get the following signs or symptoms ofliver problems.

* Yourskin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow {jaundice}.
* Your urine turns dark.
* Yaur bowel movements (stools) turn light in color. .
* You don‘t feel like eating food for several days or longer.
* You feel sick to your stomach {nausea}.
* You havelower stomach area (abdominal) pain.

*You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or liver problems if you are female, very
{overweight {ohese}, ar have been taking nucleoside analog medicines, like TRUVADA, for a
long time.

* TRUVADA is not for the treatment of Hepatitis B Virus infection, Patients infected with both HBV
and humanimmunodeficiency virus (HIV) who take TRUVADA need clase medical follow—up for several
months after stopping treatment with TRUVADA, Foliow—up includes medical exams and bloodtests to
check for HBV that could be getting worse. Patients with Hepatitis B Virus infection, who take
TRUVADA and then stop it, may get "flare—ups" of their hepatitis. A "flare—up" is when the
disease suddenly returns in a worse way than before.

What is TRUVADA?
TRUVADA is a typeof medicine called an HIV (hurnan immunodeficiency virus)
nucleoside analog reverse transcriptase inhibitor TRUVADA contains
2 medicines, EMTRINA® {emtricitabine} and VIREAD® (tenofovir disoproxit
fumarate, or tenofovir DF) combined in one pill. TRUVADA is always used with
other anti—HIV medicines to treat people with HIV infection. TRUVADA is for
adults age 18 and older. TRUVADA has not heen studied in children under
age 18 or adults over age65.
HIV infection destroys CD4 {?) cells, which are importantto the immune
system. The immune systemhelps fight infection. After a large number of T cells
are destroyed, acquired immunedeficiency syndrome {AIDS} develops.

 

  

  

Truvada

How should I take TRUVADA?
* TakeTRUVADA exactly as your healthcare provider prescribeit. Followthe directions from your healthcare

provider, exactly as written on the label.
+ The usualdose of TRUVADA is 1 tablet once a day. TRUVADA is always used with other anti—HIV medicines.

If you have kidney problems, you may need to take TRUVADA less often.
* TRUVADA may be taken with or without a meal. Fooddoes not affect howTRUVADA works. Take TRUVADA

at the same time each day.
* if you forget to take TRUVADA, take it as soon as you remember that day. Do not take more than 1 dose

of TRUVADA in a day. Do not take 2 doses at the same time. Call your healthcare provider orpharmacist
if youare not sure what to do. It is important that you do not miss any doses ofTRUVADA or your
anti—HIV medicines,

* When your TRUVADA supply starts to run low, get more from your healthcare provider or pharmacy. This is
very importantbecause the amountof virus in your blood may increase if the medicine is stopped for even
a short time. The virus may develop resistance to TRUVADA and become hartlerto treat.

« Do not change your dose or stop taking TRUVADA withoutfirst talking with your healthcare provider. Stay
under a healthcare provider‘s care when taking TRUVADA

* if you take too much TRUVADA, call your lacal poison control center or emergency room right away.

What should I avoid while taking TRUVADAT
* Do not breast—feed. See "Whatshould I tell my healthcare provider before taking TRUVADA?®
+ Avoid doing things that can spread HIV infection sinceTRUVADA doesn‘t stop you from passing the

HIinfection to others.
* Do not share needles or other injection equipment.
+ Do not share personal items that can have blood or body fluids on them, like toothbrushes
or razor blades.

*Do not have any kind of sex without protection. Always practice safer sex by using
a latex or polyurethane condomor other barrier to reduce thechance of sexual contact withsemen, vaginal
secretions, or blood.

+ COMBIVIR, EMTRIVA, EPIVIR, EPIVIR—HBV, EPZICOM, TRIZIVIR, or VIREAD. TRUVADA should not be
used with these medicines.

What are the possible side effects of TRUVADA?
TRUVADA may cause the following serious side effects (see "What is the most important information |
should know about TRUVADA?"X f
* Lactic acidosis (buildup of an acid in the blood). Lactic acidosis ran be a medical emergency and may need

to be treated in the hospital. Call your doctor right away if you get signs af lactic acidosis. (See
"What is the mast important information | should know about TRUVADA?")

* Serious liver problems (her icity}, with liver enlarge (hepa ly) and fat in the fiver
{steatosis}, Call your healthcare provider right away if youget any signsof liver problems. (See "Whatis the
most important information | should know about TRUVADA?")

* "Flare—ups" of Hepatitis B Virus infection, in which the disease sudenly returns in a worse way than
before, can occur if you stop taking TRUVADA Your healthcare provider will monitor your condition for several
months after stopping TRUVADA if you haveboth HIV and HBV infection. TRLVADA is not for the treatment
of Hepatitis 8 Virus infection.

% * Kidney problems. If you have had kidney problemsin the past or take
other medicines that can cause kidney problems, your healthcare provider
should do regular bloodtests to check your kidneys.

* Changes in bone mineral density (thinning bones), it is not known
whether long—term use of TRUVADA will cause damage to your bones.
if you have had bone problems in the past, your healthcare provider may
need to do tests to check your bone mineral density or may prescribe
medicines to help your bone mineral density.

Other side effects with TRUVADA when used with other anti—HIV
medicines Include:

 

 
TRUVADA helgs black HIV reverse transcriptase, a chemical in your body

  

.

nt!
of T cells (CD4 cells), Lowering the amount of HIV in the blaod lowers the
chanceof death or infections that happen when your immune system is weak
{opportunistic infections},

 

TRUVADA does not cure HIV infection or AIDS, The long—term effects of TRUVADA are nat known at this h
time, People taking TRUVADA may still get opportunistic infections or other conditions thathappen with HIV
infection. Opportunistic infections are infections that develop because the immune system is weak. Some of
these conditions are pneumonia, herpes virus infections, and Mycobacterium avium complex {(MAC) infection.
it is very important that you see your healthcare provider regularly while taking TRUVADA.
TRUVADA does not lower your chance of passing HIV to other people through sexual contact,
sharing needies, or being exposed to your blood. for your health and the health of others, it is tmpor—
tant to always practice safer sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom ar otherbarrier to lower the chance
of sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood. Never use or share dirty needles.

Who should not take TRUVADA?
Do not take TRUVADA if you are allergic to TBUVADA or any of its ingredients. The active ingredients ofTRUVADA
are emtricitabine and tenofovir DF See the end of this leaflet for a complete list of ingredients.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking TRUVADA?
Tell your healthcare providerif you:
* are pregnant or planning to become pregnant. We do not know if TRUVADA c your unborn:

child. You and your healthcare provider will need to decide if TRUVADA is right for you use TRUVADA
while you are pregnant, talk to your healthcare provider about howyou can he on the TRUVADA Antiviral!
Pregnancy Registry.

+ are breastfeeding. You should not breastfeed if you are HIV—positive because af the chance of passing
the HIV virus to your baby. Also, it is not knownif TRUVADA can pass into your breast milk and if it can harm
your baby. If you are a woman who has or will have a baby, talk with your healthcare provider about the
est way to feed your baby.

« have kidney problems or are undergoing kidney dialysis treatment.
* have bone problems.
« have liver problems including Hepatitis B Virus infection.
Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, including prescription and non—
prescription medicines, viteming, and herbal supplements. Especially tell your healthcare provides if you take:
* COMBIVIR®, EMTRIVA, EPA EPVIA—HBV®, EPZICOM®®, TRIZIVIR®, or VIREAD. TRUVADA should not
be used with those medicines.

* Drugs thatcontain didanasine (VIDEX®, VIDEX EC®). Tencfovir DF (a component of TRUVADA) may increase
the amount of VIDEX in yourblood. You may need to be followed more carefully if you are taking
TRUVADA and VIDEX together. f

* REYATAZ® {atazanavir sulfate) or KALETRA® {lopinavirintonavir}. These medicines may increase the amount
of tenofovir DF (a component ofTRUVADA) in your blood, which could result in more side effects. You may
need to be followed more carefully if you are taking TRUVADA and REYATAZ or KALETRA together.

Keep a complete fist of all the medicines that you take. Make a new list when medicines are added or
stopped. Give copies of this list to our healthcare providers and pharmacist every time you vist your
healthcare provider or fill a prescription

 

  

 

  

    

 

 

  

of fat in the upper back and neck ("buffaie hump"), breast, and around
the main part of your body (munk}, Loss of fat fromthe legs, arms, and face
may also happen. The cause and long—term health effects of these condi—
tions are not known at this time.

The mast common side effects of EMTRIVA or VIREAD when used with other anti—HIV medicines are
dizziness, diarrhea, nausea, vomiting, headache, abdominal pain, depression, rash, and gas. Skin discoloration
{small spots or freckles) may also happen with TRUVADA.
These are not all the side effects of TRUVADA. This list af side effects with TRUVADA is not complete at this
time because TRUVADA is still being studied. If you have questions about side effects, ask your
healthcare provider. Report any new or continuing symptoms to your healthcare provider right away.
Your healthcare provider may be able to help you manage theseside effects.

How do I store TRUVADA?
* Keep TRUVADA and alf other medicines out of reach of children.
* Store at room temperature up to 77 °F (25 °C),
# Keop TRUVADA in its original container and keep the container tightly closed.
* Do not keep medicinethat is out of date or that you no longer need. If you throwany medicines away make
sure that children will not find them.

General information about TRUVADA:
Medicines are sometimes prescribed for conditions that are not mentionedin patient information leaflets. Do
not use TRUVADA for a condition for which it was not prescribed. Do not give TRUVADA to other
people, even if they have the same symptoms you have. It may harm them.
This leaflet summarizes the most important information about TRUVADA, if you would like more information,
talk with your healthcare provider. You can ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for information
about TRUVADA that is written for health professionals. For more information, you may also call
1—800—GHLEAD—5 or access the TRUVADA website at way.TRUVADA.com.
Do not use TRUVADA if seal aver bottle opening is brokenor missing.

What are the ingredients of TRUVADA?
Active Ingredients: emtricitabine andtenofovir DF
Inactive Ingredients: Croscarmellose: sodium, factose monohydrate, magnesium stearate,
microcrystalline cellulose, and pregetatinized starch (gluten free). The tablets are coated with
Opadry If Blue Y—30—10701 containing FD&C Blue #2. aluminum lake, hypromellose, lactose
monohydrate, titanium dioxide, and triacetin.

   

   

Rx Only
January 2005
TRUVADA, EMTRIVA, and VIREADare registered trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc. REYATAZ and VIDEX are
trademarks of Bristol—Myers Squibb. KALETRA is a trademark of Abbott Laboratories. COMBIVIR, EPIVIR,
EPIMIR—HBV, EPZICOM, and TRIZIVIR are trademarks of GlaxoSmithKline.

©2008 Gilead Sciences, inc.
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VIREAD®
(tenofovir disoproxt fumarate) Tablets
Patient Information
VIREAD (VEER eo ad)
Generic Name: tenofovir disoproxi|fumarate {te NOE: fo veerdye soe PROX iI FYOU—mar—ate}

Read this leaflet carefully before you start taking VIREAD. Also, read it each time you get
your VIREAD prescription refilled, in case something has changed. This information does
not take the place of talking with yourhealthcare provider when you start this medicine and
at checkups. You should stay under a healthcare provider‘s care when taking VIREAD. Do
not change or stop your medicine without first talking with your healthcare provider. Talk to
your healthcare providerif you have any questions about VIREAD.
What is VIREAD and how does it work?
VIREAD is a type of medicine called an HIV—1 (fuman immunodeficiency virus) nucleotide
analog reverse transcriptase inhibitor (NRT. VIREAD is always used in combination with other
anti—HIV medicines to treat people with HIV—1 infection. VIREAD is for adults age 18 and older.

HIV infection destroys CD4 (T) cells, which are important to the immune system, After a large
number of T cells are destroyed, acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) develops.

VIREAD helps to block HIV—1 reverse transcriptase, a chemical in your body {enzyme) that
is needed for HIV—1 to multiply, VIREAD lowers the amount of HIV—1 in the blood (called viral
load) and may help to increase the numberofT cells (called CD4 cells}. Lowering the amount
of HIV—1 in the blood lowers the chance of death or infections that happen when your immune
system is weak (opportunistic infections}.
Does VIREAD cure HIV—1 or AIDS?

VIREAD does not cure HIV—1 infection or AIDS. The long—term effects of VIREAD are not
known at this time. People taking VIREAD may stil get opportunistic infections or other
conditions that happen with HIV—1 infection. Opportunistic infections are infections that
develop because the immune system is weak. Some of these conditions are pneumonia,
herpes virus infections, and Mycobacterium avium complex {MAC)infections.
Does VIREAD reduce the risk of passing HIV—1 to others?

VIREAD does not reduce the risk of passing HIV—1 to others through sexual contact or blood
contamination. Continue to practice safe sex and da not use or share dirty needles.

Who should not take VIREAD? f

Together with your healthcare provider, you need to decide whether VIREAD is right for you.

Do not take VIREAD if
* you are allergic to VIREAD or any of its ingredients
What should | tell my healthcare provider before taking
VIREAD? @

Tell your healthcare provider

« if youarepregnant orplanning to becomepregnant: The effects 8
of VIREAD on pregnant women or their unborn babies are not

* ringnére breast—feeding: Do not breast—feed if you are taking (teqmovw disopmm fumayaze)

VIREAD. Do not breast—feed if you have HIV. If you are a woman
who has or will have a baby, talk with your healthcare provider
about the best way to feed your baby. If your baby does not already have HIV, thereis a

chance that the baby can get HIV through breast—feeding.

* If you have kidney or bone problems

« If you have liver problems including Hepatitis B Virus infection

* Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions

+ TELL YOUR HEALTHCARE PROVIDER ABOUT ALL THE MEDICINES YOU TAKE,

INCLUDING PRESCRIPTION AND NON—PRESCRIPTION MEDICINES AND DIETARY

SUPPLEMENTS, VIREAD MAY INCREASE THE AMOUNT OF VIDEX® {DIDANOSINE) IN

YOUR 8.000. YOU MAY NEED TO BE FOLLOWED MORE CAREFULLY IF YOU ARE

TAKING THESE TWO DRUGS TOGETHER, IF YOU ABE TAKING VIDEX (DIDANOSINE)

AND VIREAD TOGETHER YOUR HEALTHCARE PROVIDER MAY NEED TO REDUCE

YOUR DOSE OF VIDEX (DIDANOSINE)

VIREAD MAY DECREASE THE AMOUNT OF REYATAZ® {ATAZANAVIR) IN YOUR BLOOD,

IF YOU ARE TAKING VIREAD AND REYATAZ (ATAZANAVIR) TOGETHER YOU SHOULD

ALSO BE TAKING NORVIR® {RITONAVIR)

ITIS A GOOD IDEA TO KEEP A COMPLETE LIST OF ALL THE MEDICINES THAT YOU

TAKE, MAKE A NEW LIST WHEN MEDICINES AREADDED OR STOPPED, GIVE COPIES

OF THIS LIST TO ALL OF YOUR HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS EVERY TME yOU visit

YOUR HEALTHCARE PROVIDER OR FILL A PRESCRIPTION

How should I take VIREAD?

* Stay under a healthcare provider‘s care when taking VIREAD. Do not change your

treatment or stop treatment withoutfirst talking with your healthcare provider.

«* Take VIREAD every day exactly as your healthcare provider prescribed it. Follow the

directions from your healthcare provider, exactly as written on the label. Set up a dosing

schedule and follow it carefully.

« The usual dose of VIREAD is 1 tablet once a day, in combination with other anti—HIV

medicines. If you have kidney problems, your healthcare provider may recommend that

you take VIREAD less frequently.

* VIREAD maybe taken with or without a meal.

tenn

* When your VIREAD supply starts to run low, get more from your healthcare provider or
pharmacy. This is very important because the amount of virus in your blood mayincrease
if the medicine is stopped for evena short time. The virus may develop resistance to MIREAD

and become harder to treat,

* Only take medicine that has been prescribed specifically for you. Do not give VIREAD to

others or take medicine prescribed for someone sise.

What should I do if I miss a dose of VIREAD?

it is important that you do not miss any doses. If you miss a dase of VIREAD, take it as soon

as possible and thentake your next scheduled dose at its regular time. If it is almost time

for your next dose, do not take the missed dose. Wait and take the next dose at the regular

time. Do not double the next dose.

What happens if I take too much VIREAD?

if you suspect that you took more than the prescribed dose of VIREAD, contact your
local poison control center or emergency room right away.

As with all medicines, VIREAD should be kept out of reach of children.

What should I avoid while taking VIREAD?

* Do not breast—feed. See"What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking VIREAD?"

What are the possible side effects of VIREAD?

* Clinical studies: The most common side effects of VIREAD are: diarhea, nausea, vomiting.

and flatulence (intestinal gas).

* Marketing experience: Other side effects reported since VIREAD has been marketed

include: weakness, inflammation of the pancreas, low blood phosphate, dizziness,

shortness of breath, and rash.

* Some patients treated with VIREAD have had kidney problems. if you have had kidney

problems in the past or need to take another drug that can cause kidney problems, your

healthcare provider may need to perform additional blaod tests.

* Laboratory tests show changes in the bones of patients treated with VIREAD, itis not known

whether long—term use of VIREAD will cause damage to your bones. If you have had bone

problems in the past, your healthcare provider mayneed to perform additional tests or may

suggest additional medication.

* Some patients taking antiviral drugslikeVIREAD have developed a condition called lactic

acidosis {a buildup in the blood of lactic acid, the same substance that causes your muscles

to burn during heavy exercise). Symptoms of lactic acidosis include nausea, vomiting.

unusual or unexpected stomach discomfort, and weakness. If you notice these symptoms

or if your medical condition changes suddenly, call your healthcare providerright away.

* Changes in body fat have been seen in some patients taking
anti—HIV medicine. These changes may include increased
amount of fat in the upper back and neck ("buffalo hump").
breast, and around the main part of your body {trunk}. Loss of
fat from the legs, arms, and face may also happen. The cause
and long—term health effects of these conditions are not known
at this time.

* if you have hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection, you may have a
*flare—up" of hepatitis 8, in whichthe diseasesuddenly returns
in a worse way than before if you stop taking VIREAD. VIREAD
is not for the treatment of hepatitis B virus infection.

* There have been other side effects in patients taking VIREAD. However, these side effects

may have been due to other medicines that patients were taking or to the iinsss itself. Some

of these side effects can be serious.

+ This list of side effects is not complete. If you have questions about side effects, ask your
healthcare provider. You should report any new or continuing symptoms to your healthcare
provider right away. Your healthcare provider may be able to help you manage these

side effects.

How do I store VIREAD?

* Keep VIREAD and all other medications out of reach of children.

# Store VIREAD at room temperature 77 °F (25 °C). It should remain stable until the

expiration date printed on the label.

* Do not keep your medicine in places that are too hot or cold.

* Do not keep medicine that is out of date or that you no longer need. If you throw any

medicines away make sure that children will not find them.

General advice about prescription medicines:

TALK TO YOUR HEALTHCARE PROVIDER IF YOU HAVEANYQUESTIONS ABOUTTHIS

MEDICINE OR YOUR CONDITION. MEDICINES ARE SOMETIMES PRESCRIBED FOR

PURPOSES OTHER THAN THOSE LISTED IN A PATIENT INFORMATION LEAFLET. IF yOU

HAVE ANY CONCERNS ABOUT THIS MEDICINE, ASK YOUR HEALTHCARE PROVIDER,

YOUR HEALTHCARE PROVIDER OR PHARMACIST CAN GIVE YOU INFORMATION

ABOUT THIS MEDICINE THATWAS WRITTEN FOR HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS. DO

NOT USE THIS MEDICINE FOR A CONDITION FOR WHICH IT WAS NOT PRESCRIBED.

DO NOT SHARE THIS MEDICINE WITH OTHER PEOPLE,

 

DO NOT USE IF SEAL OVER BOTTLE OPENING IS BROKEN OR MisSiNG.
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New Orleans Al

  

  

by Rex Wockner, staff writer

Government and community—based HIV/AIDS agencies are

still struggling to get back on their feet seven months after

Hurricane Katrina broke the levees and flooded 80 percent of the

city in up to 20 feet of water.

"I‘d say we‘re at 40 to 50 percent," said Beth Scalco, director

of the Louisiana Office of Public Health HIV/AIDS Program.

"Five of our 10 community—based prevention contractors basi—

cally went out of business due to heavy damage to their buildings

and because they experienced a big loss of their staff in terms of

people who decided not to return to New Orleans," she said.

The Medical Center of Louisiana at New Orleans HIV

Outpatient Program (HOP), a major provider of HIV care for

uninsured and underinsured individuals, is still operating out of a

temporary location with reduced services.

"Right now our quarters are cramped, to say the least," said

manager Kathleen Lincoln.

The program previously offered both primary care for HIV

patients and specialty care in some 20 areas, such as dermatol—

ogy, hematology, oncology, opthamology and gastroenterology.

HIV/AIDS TESTING SITES & INFORMATION

Friends For Life & The Positive Living Center

43 North Cleveland, Memphis, TN 38104
Call Friends For Life for dates and times

FREE OraSure » appointments may be required
For more information, call (901) 272—0855

Memphis & Shelby County Health Department
814 Jefferson Avenue, Room 221 « 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Monday—Friday « Testing conducted on teens, ages 13 and

up, without parental consent. HIV Test Cost: FREE
For more information, call (901) 544—6808

Memphis Regional Planned Parenthood
1407 Union Avenue, Third Floor + 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday

to Thursday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fridays » FREE OraSure

testing for ages 13—24, over age 24: $35 blood test,
$40 OraSure « For more information, call (901) 725—1717

New Directions Inc.
4466 Elvis Presley, Suite 310 + 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday

to Friday « Appointments required + HIV Test Cost: FREE
For more information, call (901) 346—5497

The Shot Nurse

4646 Poplar/So. Perkins « 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday—Friday,

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Wednesdays « There is a charge for an

HIV test « For more information, call (901) 685—9999

Medical Testing Resources Inc.

4322 American Way + 9 am to 4:30 pm Monday—Friday

OraQuick 20—minute HIV test « Confidential

Cost: $70 to $90 » ages 13 and up

For more information, call (901) 795—5905

The Exodus Empowerment Project

2600 Poplar Avenue « Suite 200

For more information, call (901) 458—4717
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DS agencies struggle to resume services

Liz Taylorgives localAIDSgroupmobile clinic
 

Now, patents who need to see specialists are sent to Houma

and Baton Rouge, 60 and 90 miles away, respectively.

"It means quite a bit in the way of travel for them," Lincoln

said. "It means a transportation burden both in costs and logis—

tics. Starting to bring back specialty care is the clinic‘s biggest

challenge now."

"We‘re glad that it‘s open," Scalco said, "but ... the HIV

Outpatient (Program) is nowhere near 100 percent, and that has

a significant impact. ... In some areas, services are not meeting

the needs of the clients that have returned (to the city)."

The community—based NO/AIDS Task Force finally was able

to move back into its offices in mid—March. Forty—three of its 67

employees have come back to town.

"We lost about a third of the staff because of people being dis—

placed by the hurricane," said Executive Director Noe! Twilbeck

Jr. "The building in which our offices are located was under about

six feet of water. There was no electricity until January."

Overall, about 189,000 of New Orleans‘ 484,000 residents

have returned home following the storm and mandatory evacu—

ation of the entire city. Many of those who remain elsewhere no

longer have homes, jobs or schools to come back to. Only 20 of

the city‘s 124 public schools are open.

All HIV services were shut down for several weeks after the

hurricane.

"Some were out—of—service longer than others, depending on

their location, if they were able to get staffing back and if they

actually had any clients," Twilbeck said.

For this and other reasons, some people with HIV went with—

out their antiretroviral drugs.

"People had treatment interruption right after the storm and

for months after the storm," Scalco said.

"For any of us who experienced evacuation, we were expect—

ing to be gone for two or three days," she added. "In the evacu—

ation turmoil, people often did not pack everything they needed.

A lot of people also were unable to access medications (else—

where). It also takes some people a lot of time to re—engage with

medical care, which means they could be going several months

without medication."

In addition, Scalco said there are some individuals who

stopped taking their drugs because they had never revealed

their HIV status to the friends or family members to whose

homes they evacuated.

Scalco criticized the federal Ryan White Comprehensive

AIDS Resources Emergency (CARE) Act, which pays for med—

ical care for many HIV—infected people, and the CARE—funded

AIDS Drugs Assistance Programs for their lack of uniformity

from state to state. ¢

"The way the CARE Act is structured leads to a lot of prob—

lems in an emergency situation," she said. "ADAPs vary from

state to state in terms of financial eligibility and medications

that you can get through the formulary. So if you had a person

who left Louisiana and went to another state, they weren‘t

guaranteed that they could get the same medications, or they

were making too much income to get their medication from

&+
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another state. There‘s a real problem with that program not

having consistency."

However, New Orleanians with HIV who evacuated to Texas,

which saw the largest number of Katrina refugees, got lucky,

Scalco said.

"Texas did not have an ADAP waiting list and they worked

very well with us to accommodate our clients and quickly enroll

them in their ADAP program," she said. "There were other sites

around us that did have a waiting list, such as Alabama.

However, if they received an evacuee from Louisiana, they

made every effort to accommodate them."

Many New Orleanians ended up in, and have remained in,

Baton Rouge, La. For people with HIV, "what they have found is

that the set of services that they used to get in New Orleans are

no longer available because the resources aren‘t available to

support that level of services," Scalco said.

"We really need some sort of core services and core set of

medications that people who are living with HIV can count on no

matter where they live in this country so that when someone

experiences an emergency like this, there‘s not going to be a

huge discrepancy in what they can get in one place versus

another," she said.

Katrina changed HIV/AIDS Demographics

Meanwhile, the face of HIV/AIDS in New Orleans has

changed dramatically because of the disaster.

The HOP clinic‘s clients now are close to 80 percent male, up

from 65 percent. That may be because gay men have returned

to the city faster than straight people, who are more likely to

have kids who need to go to school, and because out—of—town

laborers have arrived in the city without their families.

The clinic has seen a doubling of Latino patients as Mexicans

havearrived seeking work in the construction sector.

"The literature suggests that the migrant population is at high

risk for HIV," Lincoln said.

But, overall, the HOP clinic is seeing far fewer people than

before the disaster — 850 since November, compared to about

3,300 per year previously.

"Prior to the storm, about 69 percent of those living with

HIV/AIDS in the New Orleans area were African—American,"

Scalco said. "Predominantly African—American neighborhoods

received much more devastation than some Caucasian

neighborhoods, which leads us to believe that it‘s going to

take a longer period of time for the African—American popula—

tion to return."

The NO/AIDS Task Force‘s HIV clinic is seeing "no more

than half" the number of patients it had before the hurricane,

Twilbeck said.

"There is an interesting phenomenon of our seeing people

that are new to care, which is a bit shocking for us," he said. "I

don‘t know if it‘s like, ‘Gee, I‘ve gone through all this; I might

want to take care of my health now‘ or what, but we would not

have predicted this."

The Task Force hasn‘t had time to categorize its current

patients.

"NO/AIDS doesn‘t even have a grasp of what we‘re seeing on

a daily basis," Twilbeck said. "We‘re just struggling to get all our

programs and services back up and going, so we haven‘t done

a lot of gathering data.

"The New Orleans Regional AIDS Planning Council is trying

to implement a rapid assessment right now to get an idea of

who‘s back and who is planning to come back," he said.

"We‘re trying to get a better handle," Scalcoagreed, "on what

the epidemic looks like now in New Orleans — which people still

living in the city and in the surrounding parishes still need to be

served, and who has left New Orleans and needs to be linked up

with services in a new jurisdiction."

She said the state has up—do—date information on 2,170 of the

7,431 people with HIV who lived in metro New Orleans before

the storm.

Eleven percent of those 7,431 are confirmed to be back in the

area, though Scalco acknowledged the state likely hasn‘t made

contact yet with many who have returned.

Liz Taylor makes big donation

Amid all the bad news and devastation, there has been one

surprising bright spot at the NO/AIDS Task Force.

Elizabeth Taylor recently gave the organization a large mobile

clinic to mark her 74th birthday — a 37—foot, motorhome—like vehi—

cle equipped with two exam rooms and X—ray equipment.

"Martin Delaney at Project Inform brokered this," Twilbeck

said. "He said he knew a celebrity donor who wanted to do

something for people living with HIV/AIDS in the New Orleans

area, and asked if we might be able to use a mobile medical unit.

I said I‘d have to check with our doctor and nurse and get back

to him. Then I hung up the phone and kicked myself in the ass

and called him right back and said, ‘Of course we can use it.‘ |

don‘t know what I was thinking."

Twilbeck and his domestic partner recently flew to Ohio and

drove the huge van back from the manufacturer. It already has

been placed in use for HIV testing and counseling.

"What we don‘t have yet is funding to keep it in full use,"

Twilbeck said. "The new cycle for Ryan White Title | grants just

went in, so we‘re trying to figure out how we‘re going to maxi—

mize the use of this. We don‘t have it all in place right now. We

don‘t have the staffing."

  

 

  

     

 

Want to know

if you are

HIV positive?

At Planned Parenthood

results take just

20 minutes.

Memphis Regional 3s

Planned Parenthood

1407 Union Ave., Third Floor * 725—1717
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"BioScrip isn‘t the kind of pharmacy that has

a paperback department. But they‘ll help

you write the next chapter of your life."

At BioScrip Pharmacy (formerly StatScript

Pharmacy), what makes us different makes us

better. As a specialty pharmacy with almost 20 years

 

ofexperience, we provide an innovative scope of

support, so that individuals with HIV/AIDS and other chronic conditions
 

can approachtheir health with a strong and confident outlook.

 

&pscrip

PHARMACY

1424 Union Avenue, Memphis, TN 38104

901—725—7828

Toll—free: 1—866—557—8811
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BARS & CLUBS
Backstreet Memphis
2018 Court Street
(901) 276—5522

2. JWags
1268 Madison Avenue
(901) 725—1909

3. The Jungle
1474 Madison Avenue
(901) 278—0521

4. Lorenz/Aftershock
1528 Madison Avenue
(901) 274—8272

5. Madison Flame1588 Madison Avenue
(801) 278—0569

6. Metro Memphis
1349 Autumn Street
(901) 274—8010

7. Allusions (inset)
3204 North Thomas
(901) 357—8383

8. —OneMore
—— 2117 Peabody

(901) 278—MORE

9.

10.

11.

12.

The Pumping Station
1382 PoplarAvenue
(801) 272—7600
Paragon
2865 Walnut Grove Rd.
(901) 320—0026
Printer‘s Alley
322 S. Cleveland
(901) 725—9809
Sessions
1278 Jefferson
(801) 276—1882

GLBT RETAILERS
INZ &OUTZ Cards & Gifts
553 South Cooper
(901) 728—6535

Map is not to scale
Not all streets are shown

36 FAMILY & friends Arric 2006

AREA RESTAURANTS
Bogie‘s Delicatessen2098 LaSalle Place(901) 2720022
The Brushmark1934 Poplar(in the Brooks)(901) 544—6225
Buns On The Run2150 ElzeyAvenue(901) 278—BUNS
Cafe Ole2127 Young Avenue(901) 274—1504
Cafe Society212 N. Evergreen(801) 7222177
Dish948 S. Cooper(901) 276—0002

Grill n‘ Bar326 S. Cleveland(901) 725—9809
Molly‘s La Casita2006 Madison Avenue(901) 726—1873
One More Bar & Grill2117 Peabody(901) 278—MORE
Barksdale Restaurant237 South Cooper(901) 7222193
Young Avenue Deli2119 Young Avenue(801) 278—0034
Zinnie‘s East1718 Madison Avenue. (801) 274—7101

 

Pie in The Sky Pizza2149 Young Avenue(901) 276—7437
Audrey Rose Cafe2670 Union ExtendedSuite 100(901) 323—1196
NOT VIEWABLE ON MAPMiss Cordelia‘s737 Harbor Bend Road(901) 5264772
Pancho‘s+747 N. Whitestation(901) 685—5404« 87 S. Second Street(901) 522—0011
RP Tracks3547 Walker Street(901) 827—1471
SoGO1255 Goodman RoadHom Lake, MS 

 

THEATERS
A Circuit Playhouse

1705 PoplarAvenue
(901) 726—4656

B Emerald Theatre Company D Playhouse on the Square
2085 MonroeAvenue
(901) 7229302

www.FamirvanpFRienpsMacgazine.com

C Malco‘s Studio on the Square
2105 Court Avenue
Movie Hotline: (901) 681—2020

51 South Cooper
(901) 7264656

NOT ON MAP
The Orpheum

203 South Main Street
(901) §25—3000

Theatre Memphis
630 Perkins Extended

(901) 682—8323
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DINING OUT

by Laer Gib Retae SIDE STREET GRILL

 

Spring is here and, as always, the var—

ious dining establishments around town

are opening their patios for outside dining.

Of course, some never actually closed,

but now that Spring is here they all will cer—

tainly be open. Such was the case on

Tuesday, April 11, at Side Street Grill when

we arrived for our outside dining experi—

ence. Believe me, it was an experience.

It was unfortunately an experience

that I hope I never have to relive. Had I

not been writing this review, I would have

most definitely left long before my order

was taken or my food shipped to the

table. A tip would have been out of the

question. Any readers seeking a waiter‘s

position, please apply to Side Street. The

place is in dire need of assistance.

Initially, our dining experience began

pleasurably, if nothing else, due to the

relaxing atmosphere created by the patio at

Side Street, which is small, quaint and

enclosed by an iron fence. It is a great

 

§ ob‘s
arksdale

RESTAUFRANT

OPEN TO SERVE YOU
Monday—Friday, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Saturday—Sunday, 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.

237 South Cooper
(901) 722—2193

 

place to meet friends for a light meal or for
a few after work or evening drinks. The
temperature outside was in the 70s with a
light breeze blowing from the east. Although
the view of the Overton Square parking lot
and TheatreWorks is not very scenic, there
are one or two trees nearby so that you can
hear the rustling leaves in the wind between
the occasional car passing by.
We seated ourselves, which is not

uncommon for Side Street. Soon our
‘wait‘ress arrived and took our drink
orders. My recollection is that we had to
ask for our menus. The menus arrived —
but where were our drinks and was she
going to allow us to order an appetizer,
much less an entree?

The first wait began — and went on for
about 10 to 15 minutes and finally our first
round of drinks arrived. But what about
our appetizer order? Oh, I forgot, we had—
n‘t ordered an appetizer yet. It‘s okay, she
forgot, too. After she hurriedly dropped
our drinks off, without so much as asking,

‘Can I get you anything else?‘ she van—
ished back inside the building. So the
wait continued.

Fifteen or 20 minutes later, our
‘wait‘ress reappeared to ask if we
needed anything else or another round
of drinks. Assuredly, more drinks were
ordered. We started with a Margarita; it
was definitely time for a Martini at this
point, shaken or stirred wouldn‘t mat—
ter. Surprisingly, she even took our
appetizer order.

Slow Street, oops, Side Street has
a variety of appetizers, if you don‘t
mind waiting for your ‘wait‘ress to get
around to taking your order. (It gets

 

  

     

  
      

  

     

(901)
327
1471
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Walker

worse!) We ordered the Seafood
Bouchees and Gorgeous Portabella. We
received our next round of drinks about five
minutes later, not too bad 1 guess. But,
what about that appetizer? Well, a bit later
(30 minutes later) the appetizers arrived.
We had another round of drinks in the inter—
im, so a round of applause to our lack lus—
ter ‘waitress. Although if we had been

     
   
  
  

   

  
     

   

 

2 GREAT LOCATIONS
3810 Hacks Cross Rd.

Suite 108
Memphis, TN

901—753—3900
WWW.

JohnnyBruscos
.Com

8230 Camp Creek Blvd.
your Suite 104

neighborhood Olive Branch, MS
pizzeria ... 662—893—2030
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A/ La CasitaMEXICAN RESTAURANT

2006
Madison

901) 726—1873
  

NZ
2150 Elzey Ave. east of Cooper
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Dining Out

from page 37

properly tended to, two rounds of drinks would have been pos—

sible, and were needed at this point.

I couldn‘t help but notice that while we always had to look for

our waitress, the other waiter on the patio seemed to constantly

tend to his section. His name is Ed, based on past experience

we recommend him as a waiter. I won‘t eat there again without

him. Oh, sorry, back to the story, well nightmare ...

The appetizers, oh yeah, they were. COLD! Yes, cold — room

temperature at best. While that may be good for day old pizza,

this was ordered fresh. The Gorgeous Portabella would have

been good hot or lukewarm, we think. Lukewarm would have

been great, but all we had was a cold portabella. The Gorgeous

Portabella is described as "A jumbo portabella filled with crum—

bled gorgonzola, baked in a puff pastry crust topped with mari—

nara sauce.‘ You could taste a strong flavor of the cold gor—

gonzola, the pastry was ok for cold and the portabella was jumbo,

as described. Hot or warm wasn‘t in the description, | guess.

Oh, our other appetizer, the Seafood Bouchee. It is described

as "Shrimp & scallops sauteed in a brandy cream sauce served in

pastry shells." Well, aside from being cold, with maybe one or two

small (very small) shrimp in the sauce, the scallop was complete—

ly lost, or hard to find at best. The cold brandy sauce was tasty

though. Sad to say, the cold brandy sauce was the only redeem—

ing quality of these appetizers. A complete disaster as a descrip—

tion would be an understatement. Two potentially great appetizers

ruined by poor service and poorer quality control in the kitchen. I

wonder how long the appetizer sat in the service window from the

kitchen while we wondered about our long lost ‘wait‘ress. When

Full—Service Restaurants

East « 717N. White Station (901) 685—5404

Downtown * 87 S. Second St. (901) 522—0011

West Memphis » 3600 E. Broadway(870)

Quick—Serve Restaurant

East » 2841 S. Perkins Road (901) 363—8118 —

735—6466
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asked about the fate of our food she once answered, "I don‘t have

any idea how long it will be, I‘m not the one cooking it."

Oh, we ordered dinner, too. And while some things got better,

the service most certainly was not one of them. FORTY minutes

and two more rounds of drinks later, our main course arrived. We

had ordered, we think, after all our memories had faded by this

point, the Blackened Fettuccini Alfredo, Fettuccini Primavera

and the Jalapeno Glazed Pork Tenderloin. Aside from the wait, |

the main dish was an improvement over the disastrous appetiz—

er experience. First of all, the pasta was HOT, yes that was the

first sign that things were getting better.

We ordered two pasta dishes and took advantage of our

Tuesday night dining choice. On Tuesday, Side Street offer two—

for—one pasta. (Monday is two—for—one ribeyes and Wednesday

is two—for—one Filet Mignon). The two—for—one pasta is a great

deal for two since the pasta dishes cost anywhere from $8.95 to

$11.75. And, although the evening was ruined due to the service

alone, we do recommend the pasta dishes. They were both

served hot and fresh. The pasta itself was cooked well and the

alfredo sauce used on both of our pasta dishes was wonderful.

The blackened chicken was spicy, as advertised, and the veg—

etables in the Fettuccini Primavera were fresh and delicious.

The Pork Tenderloin, however, was a different story. COLD.

Tough. Tragic. Those are the words that come to mind to go with

the COLD baked potato that was ordered with it as a side. The

side salad that came with the pork tenderloin, well I have said

enough, they couldn‘t even make that good.

After careful consideration, my dining friends and | recom—

mend going to Side Street Grill for drinks and pasta, if you don‘t

mind the wait. This is no restaurant — it‘s obviously a bar only —

please close the kitchen or start over if you want to continue

serving food.
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Midtown Memphis, TN 38104

(901) 272—0022

Having a Party?

Call us!

We‘ve got the BEST

Lemon Bars in town

Party Trays & Catering

Available

Voted #1 Deli by

featuring Boar‘s Head

_

Memphis Magazine

meats & cheeses

—

and The Memphis Flyer

   

  

7 am to 6 pm Monday—Friday

 

8 am to 3 pm Saturday
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Love & Light

from page 26

Find a quiet room or other location where you will not be dis—

turbed by a telephone or others. You might want to put a note on

your door to not be disturbed. Get comfortable by sitting upright

either in a comfortable chair or on the floor. It is important to be

comfortable and in a position that you can have a good flow of

energy during your breathing. Take nice deep breaths from the

diaphragm. Slowly exhale. Do this as long as possible, always

bringing your awareness back to your breath. This will take prac—

tice. The mind will jump around and things will come up but just

look at them and release them. Bring your awareness back to

your breath.

The main thing to remember is that meditation is like playing

the piano — it takes practice, practice, practice. I hope you will

chose to learn this discipline. If you already meditate, I hope you

will choose to share with one person this wonderful experience.

Next month I will continue with other disciplines. Have a great

Spring. My wish for you is bundles of new beginnings that enrich

your life and those around you.
 

Shelia Tankersley, founder and executive director of the for—

mer Loving Arms, an HIV/AIDS social agency, is a spiritual con—

sultant and workshop facilitator. She is available for personal

meditation classes or group classes. She can be contacted at

Shay46@bellsouth.net or (901) 481—6886.

(This is an opinion/editorial piece. The views expressed in

this column are those of the writer and are not necessarily those

of Family & Friends Magazine or its staff.)

‘Bring in this adfor $15

r-__-_-__‘_-_-_______--_---_1

‘offany BIG NIGHT OUT} (901) 380—9500
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HAVE PROVEN OTHERWISE.
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To YOUR LIFE

We Rent Gay DVDs

comedy, drama, romance

553 S. Cooper

Memphis, TN
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   Available for purchase and rental

April 18 comes Angelina

Maccarone‘s powerful political

drama, Unveiled.

Selected by The Advocate as

one of the Top 10 Films of 2005,

Unveiled is a political drama about

Fariba (Jasmin Tabatabai), a woman

who flees to Germany after being

persecuted in Iran for her love with

another woman. After her application for asylum is tuned down, she

assumes the identity of Siamak, a man also seeking asylum who has

committed suicide, and heads off to a provincial village. In the refugee

hostel, she is obliged to uphold her male disguise in cramped quarters

and, in order to pay for forged documents, she takes an illegal job in a

sauerkraut factory.

There, she meets Anne (Anneke Kim Samau, The Constant

Gardener), who is very solicitous about "his" well—being and finds com—

fort from the strange foreigner. While spending more time together, they

become increasingly close and Anne begins to suspect Fariba‘s true

identity. Fariba, faced with being forced to return to Iran, must thus con—

ceal her identity from the one person who cares for her. _

This DVD also includes the short film, Everyone. Everywhere.,

directed by Renee Rosenfeld and narrated by Sir Ian McKellan. This

short chronicles the work of the International Gay & Lesbian Human

Rights Commission by documenting cases of persecution, struggle and

triumph from around the globe.

Run Time: 97 minutes. German and Farsi with English subtitles

Check with Inz & Outz for rental availability, or WolfeVideo.com for sale
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       When a social worker from

Oakland falls in love with a French

thief, the world may never be the

same. Welcome to Robin‘s Hood,

which is available for purchase

from Wolfe Video or rent at Inz &

Outz May 9.

Hailed by Variety as "A lesbian

Bonnie & Clyde ... an enterprising

first feature," Robin‘s Hood is Sara } . >

Milman‘s bold re—telling of the Robin Hood myth. This time, Sherwood

Forest becomes the back alleys and neighborhoods of Oakland, Calif.

And, the evil king is the institutionalized racism and oppression that

drives people into drugs and crime.

Driven by a selfless need to change her poverty—stricken inner—city

community, Robin (Khahtee V. Tumer) is a determined African American

social worker driven by her idealism. Robin meets Brooklyn (Clody

Cates), a French thief whose charm and beauty prove to be intoxicating.

As their love intensifies, Robin is drawn into Brooklyn‘s revolutionary ide—

ology and begins to steal with her, and then give the riches back to the

community. Together they face an uncertain future, as Brooklyn‘s drive

to steal from the rich fuels Robin‘s fire to give to the poor.

An eclectic soundtrack filled with rap, soul, fusion and punk music,

both in English and French, drives Robin‘s Hood, which received unan—

imous praise on the film festival circuit. Jon Popick of the Rochester City

News says Robin‘s Hoodfeatures the "best gir—on—girl scene!" LAs City

Beat called Clody Cates, "terrific."

Run Time: 81 minutes; English and French with English subtitles

Check with Inz & Outz for rental availability, or WolfeVideo.com for sale
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The New Wave In Leskian Fiction

ke Tradition Meers Too

Writing Outside The Box
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On Edge: Backroom Dealing, Cocktail

Scheming, Triple Axels, and How Top

Skaters Get Screwed.

By Jon Jackson with James Pereira

Thunder‘s Mouth Press, an imprint of

Avalon Publishing Group Inc.

© 2005

Like drama? Like watching figure skat—

ing? Like taking to the ice, competively or

not? This is the book for you.

Jon Jackson, a former competitive

figure skater and Olympic—level judge,

tells his story. Because of his "former"

status, Jackson can now talk freely

about the behind—the—scenes world of

figure skating.

Jackson said his purpose in writing

this book was to present the book as a

"call to fix a flawed sport." Jackson,

makes reference to the high—profile

2002 Winter Olympics fiasco when the

French judge confessed to "give" her

vote to the Russians in the pairs—skating

event. And there are more fiascos to

read about.

Likewise, this book is Jackson‘s story,

presented with candor and humor. His

biography details include his first days on

the ice, his first competition as a young

teen, his college days and days as a

lawyer. Jackson also uncompromisingly

presents himself as a gay man.

 

Conscience: The Newsjournal of Catholic

Opinion

Published quarterly by Catholics for a

Free Choice

Spring 2006, "Catholic Pride ...

Prejudice"

reviewed by Anita Moyt, managing editor

Okay, this isn‘t a book, but it definitely

caught our attention. This quarterly

Catholic magazine with the picture of two

girls kissing on the front was hard to miss.

Now, if you are a die hard traditional

Catholic and don‘t want your boat to be

rocked, don‘t bother with Conscience.

Conscience offers in—depth, cutting—

edge coverage of vital contemporary

issues, including reproductive rights, sex—

uality and gender, feminism, the Religious

Right, church and state issues and U.S.

politics. Its readership includes national

and international opinion leaders and pol—

icy makers, members of the press and

leaders in the fields of theology, ethics

and women‘s studies.

The Spring 2006 issue examines

homosexuality from various angles.

"Promoting bigotry, from cradle to grave"

discusses the religious right‘s anti—gay

agenda; "Catholic pride ... and prejudice"

discusses the story behind the Catholic

See Conscience, page 45
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Alone in the Trenches: My Life as a Gay

Man in the NFL

By Esera Tuaolo with John Rosengren

Soucebooks Inc.

© 2006

Whether you are into football or not,

the just released biography of former NFL

nose guard and now out gay activist

Esera Tuaolo is one worthy of your atten—

tion. The book jacket of this 281—page

hardback says it best:

"This is Esera Tuaolo‘s own searing

story of his nine years playing in the NFL.

A Samoan born to poverty on a Hawaiian

banana plantation, he had a natural talent

for football. He went on to play for five

NFL teams, (played) in the 1999 Super

Bowl and often sang "The Star Spangled

Banner" before his games.

Yet, during those nine euphoric years,

he also lived in terror that when his face

flashed on the TV screen, someone would

expose his deepest secret — Esera Tuaolo

is gay.

Tuaolo divulges the inner world of NFL

football with unflinching honesty, as only

an insider can. He describes the fears that

almost drove him to suicide and the

strength he found in his Christian faith.

Free of the secrets that nearly destroyed

See Alone, nage 45
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2006 PARTICIPANTS

Toni Amato, Charlie Anders,

Bear Bergman, Poppy Z. Brite,

Randy Boyd, Dan Boyle,

Jameson Currier Becky

_ An Alternative Literary Festival ooice

) for the GLBT Community, Their M. Evans, Charles Flowers, Jim

_ Friends and all Readers & Writers Gladstone, Trebor

191cuPl

Karla Jay, Thomas Keith,

Timothy J. Lambert, Shaun

f G MAV 1244 B nteviplilfifi Ngnnfiain .

NEW ORLEANS 2006 $1132?!“ gfllllggfigseghv
Pittman, Martin Poussan, Max

Pierce, Jim Provenzano,

Saints & Sinners Hes

is an LGBT Literary Festival Rosen, Carol Rosenfeld,

    

    

    

  

   

  

Justine Saracen, Steven

co—produced by the NO/AIDS tmcBr
Travers Scott, Kelly Smith,

dl e * Susan Stinson, Ron Suresha,
Williams/New Orleans Literary Festival angainhigh

Tushinski, Patricta Nell
. Warren, Greg Wharton, Jerry

Wheeler and Emanuel Xavier,
& among others.

  

  
PANEL DISCUSSIONS TO INCLUDE:

— Brave New Love: Telling Our Bisexual, Transgender and ‘.=. bywater books fop
4 jLOpesTAR

Polvmlll'llllfllls Slorles. x QUARTERLY

— Cross—Dressing To Sell — What Makes a Book Gay?

+ Is AIDS Still Part of the Plot?

— Writing About Spirituality and Queerness

KENSINGTON
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PUBLISHERS REPRESENTED:

Alyson Books, Bold Strokes Books, Bywater Books, Haworth

Press, Suspect Throughts Press, Wildcast Press and others L B;W~:*;W°“WW
: The..Blet‘sz® jus

For a complete schedule of events and to register, ___pos woematon mw rress

visit www.sasfest.org or call (504) 581—1144 [Mazgt SAMMM
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l“ THE M'K for the musicalh

Gay Games Chicago 2006 Y
Centaur Entertainment

The world will be watching Chicago July 15—22, as the city

hosts an international contingent of athletes, artists and specta—

tors for the 2006 Chicago Gay Games. Centaur Entertainment

has partnered with the Chicago Gay Games, making Centaur

the Official Music Sponsor. Centaur will produce two official CDs
for the Chicago Gay Games, including the just released dance
mix entitled Gay Games Chicago 2006, mixed by XM Satellite

Radio jock Joe Bermudez, who is well known for his smash hit

radio mixes for Kelly Clarkson, Shakira and Jessica Simpson.
Gay Games Chicago 2006 is a high energy, continuous

dance mix that includes seven international No. 1. artists,
Grammy Award—nominated songs and remixers, plus four
Billboard No. 1 hits, including "Dreamer," which hit the top of the
charts in 25 countries. Bermudez has combined classic house

hits with today‘s hottest dance vibes keeping the emphasis on

uplifting and powerful vocals.
"It is quite an honor to be selected to mix the official CD of the

Chicago Gay Games," Bermudez said. "I put together an ener—

getic mix to be enjoyed by all. For the athlete preparing to com:—

pete or the fan looking to enjoy the festivities, these songs will pro—

vide some musical motivation while simply making you feel good."

Gay Games Chicago 2006 is available at Tower Records, and

online at www.centaurmusic.com, where music samples are

available for each song. A portion of the sale of each official CD

will benefit the 2006 Gay Games.

Editor‘s Note: DJ Joe Bermudez will be at Backstreet

Memphis/Coliseum on Saturday, June 24, for a Gay Games

Chicago 2006 release party.
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OHN CAMERONIMITCHELL

Wed—Rock
Centaur Entertainment A

A live recording of the one—night—only benefit concert

WEDrock, held in New York City on April 28, 2004, will be

released on CD by Centaur Entertainment May 2.

The album features a star—studded line—up of musicians and

entertainers, all lending support in favor of equal marriage rights

for same—sex couples. Proceeds from the WEDrock album will

support Freedom to Marry, the gay and and non—gay partnership
working to win marriage equality nationwide.

Josh Wood and John Cameron Mitchell (Hedwig and the
Angry Inch) produced the rockin‘ concert of music, comedy and
mayhem, with the goal of raising the roof and consciousness on
the hot—button topic of proposed federal and state constitutional
amendments to write discrimination into marriage law.

"I think it‘s important for artists to speak out against discrimina—

tion and add our voices in favor of equality for all," Mitchell said.

"The fact that the right is making a gigantic moral issue of gay

marriage should outrage most Americans," said featured artist

Bob Mould. "If you take the religious argument out of the picture,

you eliminate a lot of the rhetoric that the Right base their argu—

ments on."
Included in the WEDrock live recording are the wildly and

wonderful acerbic Sandra Bernhard; the side—splitting, funny—

lady Margaret Cho; the talented, glam—sensation John Cameron

Mitchell; the powerful indie rock sounds of Le Tigre and Sleater—

Kinney; Bob Mould of Husker Du and Sugar, and the Tony

Award—winning actor Alan Cumming. Legendary Lou Reed also

makes a guest appearance, delivering a spoken—word version of

his classic hit "Walk On The Wild Side."
WEDrock will be available at Tower Records and online at

www.centaurmusic.com, where music samples are available for

each song.
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Report from the Kourvoisier Family

by Tiona Kourvoisier, guest writer

Third Annual Sexy Junior Stud

Friday, March 24, marked the day of the Third Annual Sexy

Junior Stud Competition, held at Allusions Entertainment

Complex. The first category was Men In Black! There were sev—

eral styles of black modeled, everything from suited and booted

to casual wear. Contestant No. 9, Juan Rico Suave, hit the stage

to a perfect score of 10 from each of the three judges with his

Tiger Woods Golf attire.

Zukurion Kourvoisier, 2004‘s winner, performed as the con—

testants prepared to do battle in talent. The talent ranged from
love songs, duets, rap and dramatization. The showstopper was
contestant No. 3, Shadow Kourvoisier, with perfect scores of 74
from each judge. Shadow‘s mini version of the wedding scene
from Madeas Family Reunion set the audience to a standing
ovation. BRAVO! BRAVO! was echoed throughout the audience.
Hats off to Tracy Noel for the great musical rendition that helped
put it all together.

As the night drew to a close, the contestants prepared for the
final category — Meeting In The Bedroom. The audience‘s imag—
ination was set in motion for this event. The young studs mod—
eled everything from boxers and T—shirts to silk lounge wear.
The sexy Unique Kourvoisier stole the fems‘ hearts! The allu—
sion of total masculinity was portrayed with the black pajamas
that hung from the tall—framed body. Three perfect 10s garnered
the win for this event.

As the crowd waited in anticipation for the final results, the stage
was graced by a final performance from CK Kourvoiser, 2005 Junior
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Sexy Stud. The results were in as Dee St. James announced sec—
ond runner up, Unique Kouvoisier; first runner up, Juan Rico Suave,
and Junior Sexy Stud 2006, Shadow Kourvoisier.

Can you say KKK? Zukurion K 2004, CK K. 2005, Shadow
K. 2006.

Allusion Top Model 2006

The First Annual Allusion Top Model competition was held at
the Allusion Entertainment Complex on Friday, March 10. There
were a total of five contestants. The competition consisted of

four categories: Black Fantasy, Body Beautiful, Super Hero and
Welcome To The Jungle.

The winner of the competition was Essence Kourvoisier.

Essence received perfect scores in each of the four categories,

which entitled her to four well—deserved trophies. Malayka St.
James created her flawless looks for the evening. The audience
anticipated each step she took on the runway as they chanted,
"Walk, Bitch."

Tying for the first runner up trophy was lyce Suave and
Shynese Kourvoisier. lyce tied with Essence in the final two cat—
egories to receive two well—deserved trophies. Her outfit as
Storm, in the Super Hero segment, set the crowd on fire! Crayola
Cassidine was the creator of this fabulous look and costume.

Shynese Kourvoisier, although not receiving any trophies,
kept a competitive score of 29 for each category. Her shear look
of elegance in Black Fantasy was created by Pebbles Dupree.

Second runner up was Keita. Keita was the perfect gift. She

See Report, nage 47
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Conscience

from page 41

hierarchy‘s obsession with sexuality, and "Two steps forward, one

stop back" talks about LGBT and sexual rights activism. These

are but three of the feature stories; the magazine offers lots more.

And, on the back page, to boot, there are several quotes of

readers who wrote in to discuss "Being a Gay Catholic."

For more information on Conscience and to read some of its

articles online, go to www.conscience—magazine.org.

On another note: We received a poster with this sample issue

of Conscience. Space doesn‘t permit us to reprint the poster. The

poster encouraged the use of condoms ... by two gay Catholic

men. Check out the website at www.condoms4life.org for the

poster and for more on this organization‘s fight against HIV/AIDS.

Alone

from page 41

him, Tuaolo gives us this candid and intimate account of his

years entrenched in the homophobic world of the NFL.."

Complete with several pages of full color pictures, including

his NFL days, as well as post—NFL and dad days with his part—

ner, Mitchell, and their twins, Tuaolo shares with us his life of

conflict and his life of peace after truth finally won out.

Be The Change You

Want To See In The World!

 

 

 

 

Your Family is in

good hands with

* Home

* Auto

* Life

* Business

TIM MANESS

Sales Associate

Erin McDonald Agency

5055 Elmore

Allstate.

Memphis, TN 38134

cre phone: 901.372.3500

24—Hour Customer Service

 

fax: 901.383.1099

claims: 800.386.6126
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ObD—SGHOOL

by Anita Bradford

   
Yes, I am old school. Forty—eight years

young and I survived. Let‘s go back, way

back. Back to the mid—‘70s and early ‘80s. Let‘s go back to the

time of the old George‘s on Madison Avenue.

We had the best drag queens. Do you remember Tracy Lee?

She had this baaad thing she did to Denise Williams‘ "Free." It

was all veils and smoke. The queens actually had names I could

spell and pronounce. (Not like today with the Anteriagellica St.

Diangilo Dubois — you know yo mama didn‘t name you that!) The

music was so good with groups like Funkadelic, The Gap Band,

SOS and Kool and the Gang. The singers were fly like Donna

Summer and The Boss Miss Diana Ross. We all knew what she

meant by "I‘m Coming Out"!!! The age of disco was invented by

gay people.

There was a club here called the Rain Check. It was down—

town in an old converted warehouse. Everywhere you looked

was wall to wall flesh. Memphis just does not have a club scene

today like we had back then. Do you remember the Front Page,

Psych Out and the Family Affair? We actually had a choice of

where we wanted to go and could club hop all night. (I still don‘t

know why I have not died of Black Lung Disease with all of the

smoke I inhaled.)

You really knew where things stood then. We had the butchy

butches, half—way butches, femmes and ultra—femmes on the

ladies side. The boys had queens (sissies) and boys. | never

heard of a soft stud, dominant femme, aggressive dom, submis—

sive stud or any other combination of roles. I am sure we had

them, we just didn‘t know how to label them. Personally, I just

liked women. And the boys with the tops and bottoms, pre—op,

post—op, hormone started — well you know what I mean. It was

so simple then that you only had to know which color bandana

was in which pocket or who wore askirt or pants to the club.

Most of us were not living openly gay lives except when we

went to the club. To see us in the daytime you could not distin—

guish us from anyone else. Most of my friends had spouses of

the opposite sex just for the show. Gay bashing was very real.

No one told their parents and we were always afraid someone

would tell it. (Pleeeaassee don‘t tell my mama!!!) Now we have

the gay families that embrace all of the children who announced

at the dinner table, "I am here, I am queer, not get over it." We

would have gotten slapped up side the head and committed to a

mental institution after being doused with holy oil at church the

very next Sunday.

Where in the world have these three—hour drag shows come

from? Back in the day you did one number, got your tips and still

had time after the show to dance the night away. Now you have

queens doing four costume changes in one show. It just wears

me out!!! After I have tipped $5 to five queens, it should be over!!!

When did people start coming out at 1 a.m. to start their

night? I used to leave home at 9 p.m., stop at the liquor store,

pick my girl up by 10 p.m., get to the club for a good table by 11

p.m., dance until the show started, watch the show at midnight,

start dancing again by 1 a.m. and by 3 a.m. | was drunk and

ready to go!!! By the way, what happened to the tables and

chairs? Everyone stands up for hours and hours now and with

my bad knees its just WAY TOO MUCH!!!

Well, youngsters, I hope you are enjoying the freedoms that

we worked hard for you to get. You are free to be the freak that

you want. I am so proud of some of you. I am also ashamed of

some, too. Girls, you don‘t have to fight every Friday night at the

club. It just isn‘t that serious!!! Boys, you don‘t have to walk

downtown with purple hair and switching like Marilyn Monroe —

we get the point!

I admit that sometimes I get a little ashamed of us, but most—

ly I am proud. Now we really need to be careful and get politi—

cally involved. If Bush or some other knucklehead, who is prob—

ably a closet gay (imagine Bush in drag), gets their way, we will

have to go back to being invisible again. I don‘t kiss my lover in

public, but I want the opportunity to do it if | want. I personally

don‘t want to get married, but I would love to be invited to a few

weddings. (I really would like for it to be legalized, though,

maybe some poor soul with a really really really good job would

pity—marry me for the pension, or I could get some really really

really good insurance benefits and get new teeth.)

Oh, one last thing. I really wish some of us would stop attend—

ing churches that bash us every Sunday or take out ads bashing

us. Church just would not be the same, would it? No musicians,

musical directors, choir directors, choreographers, singers, holy

dancers or just plain "get happy shouters" would be in atten—

dance anymore. So all you saved, sanctified, please tithe your

10 percenter preachers, please take note. If we all boycotted you

for just one Sunday, you would be taking out whole page ads for

us to come back. —

(This is an opinion/editorial piece. The views expressed in

this column are those of the writer and are not necessarily those

of Family & Friends Magazine or its staff.)
 

  

Report

from page 44

wrapped her body in rainbow colored ribbons with floating bal—

loons as she made her way down the runway. All I could say

was, "creative."

Shamariah Kourvoisier may not have won any trophies but

deserves a round of applause for her efforts to compete. Her

outfits for the evening wear were created by Krooked Stitch.

BRAVO and CONGRATULATIONS to everyone!

Looking for aback issue? Call (901i) 682—2669

 

TENNESSEE PISABILITY INFORMATION &
REFERRAL OFFICE

(a John E Kennedy Center, Vanderbilt University

Phone: (615) 322—8529 (Voice) * (800) 640—INFO (4636)
(615) 343—2958 (TDD) » (800) 273—9595 (TDD)

carole.moore—slater@vanderbilt.edu
http://www.

E—mail:
Website:

This office provides information about disability supports and
community services available to individuals, families, and agencies in TN.
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“Hm"TOWN things to do ‘round town

Enjoy afternoon at The Dixon
Join The Dixon Gallery and Gardens on Sunday, April 30,

from 1 to 4 p.m., for an afternoon of delectable food and drink,
arts and crafts, cool grass and hot entertainment. More than 20
food and beverage venders will offer soft drinks, beer and wine.
Charles Vergos‘s Rendezvous will even be selling its world—
famous barbeque. Live music will be provided by the high—
octane rockabilly of The Dempsey‘s. Tickets for adults are $25 in
advance or $30 at the door; tickets for children (ages three to 12)
are $10, and children under the age of three are admitted free.
For more information or to order tickets, call (901) 761—5250 or
go online to www.dixon.org.
Pink Martini featured at MSO —

Somewhere between a 1930s Cuban dance orchestra, a
classical chamber music ensemble, a Brazilian marching street
band and Japanese film noir is the 12—piece Pink Martini, guest
artists for the final Bank of America Pops series concert of the
Memphis Symphony Orchestra‘s 2005—2006 season. The con—
cert is set for Saturday, April 29, at 8 p.m., at the Cannon Center
for the Performing Arts in downtown Memphis. Tickets, which
range from $12 to $76, are available by calling the MSO Box
Office at (901) 454—6774. This is an Arts Access Event.
It‘s auction time again at WKNO

It‘s auction time again for Memphis‘s Public Broadcasting
Station, WKNO—TV Channel 10. More than 1,000 items, gift cer—
tificates, services, restaurant experiences, a new Saturn vehicle
and more will be auctioned off to the highest bidders Saturdays
and Sundays, April 22—23 and 29—30. For more information, call
(901) 458—2521 or go online to www.wkno.org.

Sierra Club to hold monthly meet
The Sierra Club Monthly First Thursday Meeting is set for

Thursday, May 4, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at Otherlands, 641 South
Cooper. Sierra Club members, activists and friends meet to talk
about issues and interests. For more information, call Karen at
(901) 327—9820.
Jazz orchestra concert planned

The Southern Comfort Jazz Orchestra will perform on Tuesday,
April 25, at 7:30 p.m., at Harris Auditorium, in the Rudi E. Scheidt
School of Music, located on the campus of The University of
Memphis. The concert will feature Luis Benetti, Afro—Caribbean
percussionist. For more information, call (901) 678—5400.
POTS to auction off art

Playhouse on the Square‘s 29th Annual Original Art Auction
and Party is set for Saturday, April 29, at the theater, located at
51 South Cooper.

With more than 100 artists contributing one—of—a—kind pieces
for both live and silent auctions, the Annual Original Art Auction
and Party has become one of the biggest events of the year, with
hundreds of people attending in hopes of finding that perfect
piece of art.

Auctioneers Gene Katz, Mike McLaren and Steve Miles will
help create a great party atmosphere for the serious art buyer,
as well as the person looking for a perfect painting for his/herliv—
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ing room.
There is no cost for admission and complimentary beverages

will be served. The live auction begins at 6:30 p.m. with a spe—
cial appearance by the cast of Fiddler on the Roof. The silent
auction happens all day.

Dinner by Lulu Grille in the Playhouse Scene Shop is avail—
able by reservation only. In addition, Lulu Grille will be providing
a pasta buffet in the Playhouse conference room. For menu,
prices and reservations, call (901) 725—0776.

WKNO to host Treasures in Attic‘

WKNO will host the popular PBS series "Treasures In Your
Attic‘ at the DeSoto Civic Center on Saturday, May 6, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Admission is free and appraisals are $5 per item. Proceeds
from the appraisals benefit WKNO.

More than a dozen appraisers and specialists will accompa—
ny "Treasures in Your Attic‘ host Joe Rosson, as they search for
treasures in the Mid—South.

For more information, call (901) 458—2521 or go online to
www.wkno.org.

Rabies vaccination clinics slated

The Memphis and Shelby County Health Department is
teaming up with the Memphis Animal Shelter and the Shelby
County Veterinary Medical Association to hold the annual
Saturday Rabies Vaccination clinics at 15 locations around
Memphis and Shelby County. The clinics are scheduled for
Saturdays, April 22 and 29, from 1 to 5 p.m.

During last year‘s clinics, 4,194 dogs and cats were vaccinat—
ed; that‘s an increase of more than 1,000 over the number of
shots given during the 2004 clinics.

State and local ordinances require that all dogs and cats be
vaccinated for rabies every year. The shots help protect your pet
and your family from rabies, a deadly viral disease.

At the Saturday clinics, rabies vaccinations are $8 for both
dogs and cats.

County law also requires all dogs be licensed, and
some municipalities require licenses for cats. License
tags will be available for an additional cost, depending on
area of residence.

The locations of the Saturday Rabies Vaccinations Clinics
are:

* Fire Station # 10 at 148 S. Parkway W.
* Fire Station # 13 at 333 E. Parkway N.
* Fire Station # 17 at 611 National
* Fire Station # 23 at 3468 Jackson
* Fire Station # 25 at 4735 Willow Road
* Fire Station # 26 at 3345 Millington Road
* Fire Station # 36 at 3215 S. Third
* Fire Station # 43 at 1253 E. Holmes
* Fire Station # 48 at 4985 Raleigh—LaGrange
* Fire Station # 49 at 4351 New Allen Road.
* Fire Station # 3 at 6675 Winchester
* Fire Station # 68 at 2348 Garnett
* Bartlett Fire Station # 1 at 2939 Alturia

—* Collierville Animal Shelter at 603 E. South St.
* Germantown Animal Shelter at 7700 Southern Avenue
For more information call (901) 324—5547.
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International Mr. Leather set Memorial Day Weekend

The world‘s hottest leathermen will once again come togeth—

er to compete for the title of International Mr. Leather (IML),

Thursday, May 25, through Monday, May 29, (Memorial Day

Weekend) in Chicago. IML will be held at a new location this

year — The Chicago Theatre, 175 N. State, just blocks from this

year‘s host hotel, The Palmer House Hilton. Comedian and

entertainer Bruce Vilanch is confirmed as the headline enter—

tainment at this year‘s event.

About 400 gay leathermen gathered in Chicago in 1979, for

the first International Mr. Leather contest. Today, the event has

grown to be an annual tradition for the leather community — draw—

ing contestants and attendees from around the globe. Once an

event for "hardcore" leathermen, IML has expanded in recent

years to include a more diverse crowd — from the experienced to

the curious. Last year‘s event drew more than 15,000 leatherfolk.

International Mr. Leather 2006 will include the following

events:
The 28th Annual International Mr. Leather Competition, pre—

sented by Miller Beer will be held Sunday, May 28, at 5 p.m.

(doors open at 4 p.m.), at The Chicago Theatre.

The 14th Annual International Mr. Bootblack Competition will

be held Friday, May 26, through Sunday, May 28, at the Palmer

House Hilton at the Leather Market.

The Leather Market — the world‘s best collection of leather

and fetish vendors — will be held Friday, May 26, noon to 7 p.m.;

Saturday, May 27, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Sunday, May 28, 11 a.m. to

5 p.m, and Monday, May 29, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. The leather mar—

ket will be held in the Palmer House exhibit halls.

The IML Opening Ceremonies, where the contestants and

judges will be introduced, the contestants draw for their numbers

and the IML 2006 Flag is unveiled, will happen on Thursday,

May 25, at 9 p.m. (doors open at 8 p.m.) in the Palmer House

Hilton‘s Grand Ballroom.

The Pecs & Personality (Physique Competition) is set for

Saturday, May 27, at 9 p.m. (doors open at 8 p.m.) in the Palmer

House HiIlton‘s Grand Ballroom. At this event, IML contestants

are judged on their appearance and stage presence.

Salute!, IML‘s closing ceremonies, is set for Sunday, May 28,

at 11 p.m. (doors open at 10 p.m.) in the Palmer House Hilton‘s

Grand Ballroom. The closing ceremonies include the introduc—

tion of 2006 winners; the annual "parade of colors," featuring

leather clubs and organizations from around the globe, and the

signing of the IML Flag.

The IML Victory Celebration Party, with DJ Bill Bennett, will

be held Sunday, May 28, after the IML Contest until 4 a.m. at the

House of Blues, 329 N. Dearborn in Chicago.

The Black and Blue Ball, the traditional IML final blowout cel—

ebration, with DJ Circuit Mom, is set for Monday, May 29, from 8

p.m. to 4 a.m. at Excalibur, 632 N. Dearborn St. in Chicago.

International Mr. Leather contestants are judged on a variety

of criteria, including community involvement, speech, presenta—

tion and overall presence. The winner of the IML 2006 Contest

will receive a prize package consisting of donations from busi—

nesses and organizations supporting the leather community.

For complete contest information, including contestant appli—

cations, go online to imrl.com.

Information about weekend event packages and hotel pack—

ages for IML 2006 also are available online at imrl.com.
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BARS/NIGHTCLUBS

Memphis, Tennessee

ALLUSIONS, 3204 North Thomas in the
Northgate Shopping Center (in the back),
(901) 357—8383. Open at 9 p.m. Thursdays,
Fridays and Saturdays.
BACKSTREET MEMPHIS, 2018 Court
Street, (901) 276—5522, Fri. & Sat. 8 p.m.—6
a.m., Sun. 8 p.m. to 3 a.m., www.backstreet—
memphis.com
J—WAG‘S, 1268 Madison Avenue, (901) 725—
1909, Open 24 Hours A Day, 7 Days A Week
THE JUNGLE, 1474 Madison Avenue, (901)
278—0521, 4 p.m.—3 a.m. Mon. Fri./3 p.m.—3
a.m. Sat. & Sun.
LORENZ/AFTERSHOCK, 1528 Madison
Avenue, (901) 274—8272, open 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week
MADISON FLAME, 1588 Madison Avenue,
(901) 278—0569, 7 p.m.—3 a.m. Wed., Fri. &
Sat./5 p.m.—? Thurs.
METRO MEMPHIS, 1349 Autumn Street,
(901) 274—8010, 6 p.m.—3 a.m., 7 days a
week
ONE MORE, 2117 Peabody, (901) 278—
MORE (6673), 11 a.m.—3 a.m.
Mon.—Sat./noon—3 a.m. Sun.
PARAGON, 2865 Walnut Grove Road, (901)
320—0026, Thurs.—Sun. 8 p.m.—?
THE PUMPING STATION, 1382 Poplar
Avenue, (901) 272—7600, 4 p.m. to 3 a.m.
Mon.—Friday, 3 p.m. to 3 a.m. Sat. & Sun.
SESSIONS, 1278 Jefferson, (901) 276—1882,
4 p.m. to midnight, Mon.—Thurs., 3 p.m. to 3
a.m. Fri.—Sat., www.sessionsmemphis.com

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
Chattanooga, Tennessee

MI—NITE, 27 West 19th Street, (423) 504—
3650, Thurs.—Sun. 9 p.m.—3 a.m.
IMAGES, 6005 Lee Highway, (423) 855—8210, 5
p.m. to 3 a.m., 7 days a week, www.mirage—com—
plex.com, Email: mirage_complex@hotmail.com

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
Jackson, Tennessee

JESSIE LEES, 3883 Highway 45 North,
(731) 660—8120, Tues.—Sun. 6 p.m. to 3 a.m.

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
lackson, Mississippi

CLUB CITY LIGHTS, 220 West Amite Street,
(601) 353—0059
CLUB METRO, 4670 Highway 80 West, (601)
922—8227, (601) 922—8237, (888) 43—METRO,
Tues., Fri. & Sun., 9 p.m. to 3 a.m., Sat., 9
p.m. to 5 a.m.
JACK & JILL‘S, 3911 Northview Drive, (601)
982—JACK (5225), 9 p.m.—? Fri. & Sat., web—
site: www.jacksonbars.com
JACKS CONSTRUCTION SITE (aka JCS),
425 North Mart Plaza, (691) 362 3108, 5
p.m.—? 7 Days A Week, website: www.jack—
sonbars.com

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
Tupelo, Mississippi

RUMORS, 637 Highway 145, (662) 767—9500,
8 p.m. —1 a.m. Thurs. — Sat., email:
rumors @futuresouth.com
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BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
Hot Springs, Arkansas

OUR HOUSE, 660 East Grand Avenue, Hot
Springs, Ark. (501) 624—6868,. Mon,—Fri., 7
p.m. to 3 a.m., Sat., 7 p.m. to 2 a.m.

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
Little Rock, Arkansas

BACKSTREET—LITTLE ROCK, 1021
Jessie Road, (501) 662—2744, Fri.—Mon. 9
p.m.—5 a.m., website:
Backstreetdanceclub.com.
DISCOVERY, 1021 Jessie Road, (501) 664—
4784, Sat. only, 9 p.m.—5 a.m., website:
Latenightdisco.com
THE FACTORY, 412 South Louisiana, (501)
372—3070, Tues.—Fri. 5 p.m. to 2 a.m.,
Saturday 8 p.m. until ?

SOCIAL

Memphis, Tennessee

| ALPHA CHI UPSILON, a muilti—cultural social
sorority, email: alphachiupsilon@yahoo.com,
website: www.alphachiupsilon.com.
BETA EPSILON CHAPTER OF BETA PHI
OMEGA SORORITY INC., is a social service
organization for feminine lesbian, bisexual and
heterosexual women of all races, call Natasha at
(901) 949—6889 or Samantha at (901) 596—5530,
email: betaepsilonchapter@yahoo.com, website:
www.betaphiomega.net
BLUE SUEDE BEARS OF MEMPHIS, Meets
the second Monday of each month at the
MGLCC, 1474 Madison Ave. (901) 644—2786,
email: info@bluesuedebears.com, www.blue—
suedebears.com
COTTON PICKIN® SQUARES MEMPHIS,
(901) 272—2116, Meets Thursday nights at
7:30 p.m. at Holy Trinity Community
Church, 515 South Highland Street,
Square dancing social group
EXODUS EMPOWERMENT PROJECT, 2600
Poplar Ave. Suite 200, Memphis, TN 38112, (901)
458—4717. Mission: To prevent the acquisition and
transmission of HIV among African—American men
who have sex with men, ages 13—29, and to make
safer sex a community norm.
H.O.M.E. (HOMOSEXUALS OF MEMPHIS
EMBRACE), Latricia at (901) 212—1410, a political,
social and charitable organization open to all GLBT
and straight ally individuals. Meets the third
Saturday of every month at the MGLCC at 5 p.m.;
email: homeofmemphis@yahoo.com; website:
www.geocities.com/homeofmemphis.
JUST FOR US MEMPHIS, is a social group
welcoming single or partnered lesbians ages
18+. Some gatherings are designed specifi—
cally for members and their children, (901)
268—1903, email:
justforusmemphis@ yahoo.com
_MEMPHIS AREA GAY YOUTH (MAGY), P.O.
Box 241852, Memphis, TN 38124, (901) 335—
6249, Peer support group for 13— to 21—year
olds dealing with gay, lesbian, bisexual &
gender issues, www.gaymemphis.com/magy
MEMPHIS GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNITY
CENTER, 892 South Cooper Memphis,
38104, (901) 278—4297, townhall meetings
every other month; Mon.—Fri., 6 to 9 p.m.; Sat.
& Sun., 2 to 6 p.m.

{
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MID—SOUTH PRIDE, 111 S. Highland,
Suite 261, Memphis, TN 38111, (901) 328—
6349, send an email to:
info@MidSouthPride.org, website:
www. GLBT Pride
events for Memphis and the Mid—South.
MYSTIC KREWE OF APHRODITE, a social
and service organization, women only, P.O.
Box 11483, Memphis, TN 38111—1483,
email:aphroditemem@yahoo.com, website:
www.geocities.com/aphroditemem
MYSTIC KREWE OF MEMPHIS UNITED, a
non—profit charity group, (662) 349—0056,
www.mkofmu.org
NOBLE KREWE OF HATHOR, a social—organ—
ization of men and women who support and
promote local Memphis area charitable pro—
grams, P.O. Box 820901, Memphis, TN 38182—
0901, www.kreweothathor.com
P.F.L.A.G., (Parents, Family & Friends of
Lesbians & Gays), (901) 754—3136, Support
meetings for parents, family and friends of
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered per—
sons, email: amdrake@mem.po.com
QUEER ACTION COALITION, a group that
works towards educating society about the
existence of "ex—gay" ministries, email: fight—
ing homophobia@gmail.com, blog: fightingho—
mophobia.blogspot.com, website:
www.qaconline.org.
TENNESSEE LEATHER TRIBE, (901) 357—
1921, Club nights and meetings vary; contact for
info — men and women welcome, www.tnleather—
tribe.org, email: info @tnleathertribe.org
THE STONEWALL TIGERS, The University
of Memphis on—campus group for gay, les—
bian, bisexual, transgender, queer and
straight supporters, email:
stonewalltigers@yahool.com; website:
www.people.memphis.edu/~bgla‘
TSARUS MEMPHIS, P.O. Box 41082,
Memphis, TN 38174, (901) 276—4132, Levi—
leather club meets the 3rd Saturday of every
month at The Pumping Station, 1382 Poplar
Aveune, at 10 p.m. « MEN ONLY, Email:
info@tsarus.org, website: www.tsarus.org
VICIOUSVIZZENV, for more information, join the
following Yahoo group:
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/HDLMCMEMPHIS:;
email Wendy Curtis at Bikerbroad901 @yahoo.com
or call (901) 643—1222

SOCIAL
Knoxville, Tennessee

LAMBDA STUDENT UNION, a social and educa—
tional organization for GLBT, questioning and
straight students at The University of Tennessee—
Knoxville, 315 University Center, Box 315, 1502
West Cumberland Ave., Knoxville, TN 37996—4800,
lambda website: web.utk.edu/~lambda/

SOCIAL
Mississippi

OLE MISS GAY STRAIGHT ALLIANCE, P.O.
Box 3541, University, MS 38677, (662) 915—
7049, email: gayolemiss@hotmail.com
GLBF, P.O. Box 233, MS State, MS 39762,
(662) 325—8241, email:
gibf@org.msstate.edu,www.msstate.edu/org/glbf
PFLAG—TUPELO, 115A Issac Drive, Tupelo,
MS 38801, (662) 566—2282, email:
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Alliance22Boi@aol.com, are PHOENIX AA MEETING, open to all, espe— SPIRITUAL

groups.yahoo.com/group/PFL. upelo. cially the GLBT community. Meets each is, Tenne e

USM GAY/STRAIGHT ALLIANCE, Fldaktoddbadeine iindTuesday at 8 p.m. at Grace St. Luke‘s

email:GSAlliance@usm.edu or thespy_ms Episcopal Church, 1720 Peabody, (901) 454— INTEGRITY MEMPHIS, 102 N. Second Street,

@yahoo.com, website: www.usm.edu/gsa 1414 Memphis, TN 38103, (901) 525 6602, People of

SOCIAL SERIOUSLY SOBER OPEN AA MEETING, all faiths and ideologies are welcome, Meets the

(an open men & women‘s Alcoholics 3rd Tuesday of every month at 6:30 p.m. at

Arkansas __ Anonymous meeting), Meets each Friday at 8 Calvary Episcopal Church. Dinner at 7 p.m.,

SAFE HARBOR NEA, A confidential support p.m. at Holy Trinity Community Church, www.geocities.com/integrity_memphis/main.html

and social group for GLBT persons, ages 25 515 South Highland Street, (901) 324—9200 OUT—WITH—GRACE, (901) 278—6786, Open to

and under, in northeast Arkansas, (870) 932— THE POSITIVE LIVING CENTER, 43 N. all GLBT persons of faith to join in an affirm—

6545, P.O. Box 226, Jonesboro, AR 72403, Cleveland, Memphis, TN, (901) 272—0855 « ing time of prayer, Bible study and discus—

www.safeharbor—nea.com Tuesday—Saturday, noon to 8 p.m. Provides sion., Meets Sundays from 4 to 5:30 p.m.,

SOCIAL opportunities for persons affected by f September through July, at First

Missouri HIV/AIDS to manage the disease in a holistic Congregational Church, 1000 S. Cooper

manner, free of charge. Street.

VISIONS OF PRIDE COMMUNITY — YWCA ENCORE, MedPlex, 880 Madison SPIRITUAL

CENTER, 30 North Pacific, Cape Avenue, (901) 754—4356, Support group for Other Locales

Girardeau, MO 63701, (573) 651— lesbians with breast cancer meets every

6220, email: DeltaDyke@aol.com, Wednesday from 10 a.m. to noon CAMP SISTER SPIRIT, P.O. Box 12, Ovett,

hometown.aol.com/delt ini ti It t

epgngee/ [e] aypafid:.hTmIe myho" WHOLENESS 2/51ti?4$3wasglr$§sfgéfirifgéfi grr'fila/irltza srgét

alesel sl} terspir@ aol.com f

BUILDING BRIDGES INC., 2147 Henry Hill ___ MCC OF THE RAINBOW, 5565 Robinson

Lid Abies is Drive, Suite 206, Jackson, MS 39204, (601) Rd. Ext., Ste. Q, Jackson, MS 39204, (601)

FEAST FOR FRIENDS DINNER, (901) 272— 922—0100. Education, prevention, support 372—6644, Sunday Service at 11:30 a.m.

0855, Dinner is served the 1st and 3rd group. POLITICAL

Monday of every month at St. John‘s United COMMUNITY SWITCHBOARD OF MS T

Methodist Church, 1207 Peabody, beginning GAY/LESBIAN ALLIANCE, (601) 346—4379, pnnesser

at 6 p.m. NO FFF DINNERS IN JANUARY. operated seven days a week, 24 hours a day. MEMPHIS FREETHOUGHT ALLIANCE, an

MEMPHIS REGIONAL PLANNED PARENT— Information and referral on GLBT issues and association of atheists, agnostics and secular

HOOD, 1407 Union Avenue Extended, 3rd HIV/AIDS. humanists, meets the third Sunday at the

Floor (901) 725—1717, HIV & STD testing, MS GAY/LESBIAN ALLIANCE, 5565 Memphis Public Library, 3030 Poplar Ave., Room

gynecological preventive care Robinson Road Ext., Suite Q, Jackson, MS C, call Jim Maynard at (901) 327—2677, email:

MEMPHIS HIV FAMILY CARE NETWORK, 39284, (601) 371—3019. memphisfreethought@yahoo.com, www.geoci—

880 Madison Avenue, Memphis, TN, (901) 545— SOUTHERN AIDS COMMISSION, P.O. Box ties.com/memphisfreethought.

8265, Free comprehensive, supportive services 293, Greenville, MS 38702, (662) 334—3349, MEMPHIS STONEWALL DEMOCRATS, P.O.

and voc/rehab services to the HIV—positive education and prevention. Box 241363, Memphis, TN 38124, (901) 327—

NICOTINE ANONYMOUS MEETING, SOUTHERN AIDS COMMISSION, 5565 2677. Email: @yahoo.com, website:

Saturdays 10 a.m., Christ United Methodist Robinson Road Ext., Suite Q, Jackson, MS

Church, 4488 Poplar Avenue. (901) 278—6234 39284, (601) 371—3019, direct HIV/AIDS services. »

 

 (GAYELLOW PAGES"\
INFORMING THE LESBIAN, CAY, BISEXUAL &
TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY SINCE 1973

Separate WOMENS and ETHNIC/MULTICULTURAL sections

"The most reliable Gay print source in the Gay community.

I‘ve been using it since the 1970s."

(Dr Charles Silverstein, co—author of ‘The Joy of Gay Sex‘.)

Complete gay—friendly resources & businesses: accommodations, bars,
bookstores, dentists, doctors, lawyers, therapists, travel services,

organizations, media, religious groups, help lines & HIV/AIDS resources. 24ahour

USA/CANADA: $20 by first class mail: Includes all states
and provinces, plus national headquarters of
organizations, mail order companies, etc.

Download the free monthly update at

 

telephone

http://www.gayellowpages.com/online.htm hotline
Find us at gay—friendly stores like

inz & Outz, Memphis 901—728—6535
Outloud Books & Gifts, Nashville 615—340—0034

QOutwrite, Atlanta 404—607—0082
and see http//gayellowpages.com/2buy.htm
For free listing application, prices, mailing labels, etc.,

please send self—addressed stamped envelope to
Renaissance House, PO Box 533—FF, Village Stn, NY, NY 10014

K Voice & Fax 646—213—0263 Email: gayellowpages@earthlink.net j e
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www.memphisstonewalldemocrats.org, meets 461—0891, email: cee
second Sunday of each moth at 2 p.m. at the memphisgaysoftball @yahoo.com, Softball OPTOMETRISTS
MGLCC, 892 South Cooper.. league open to GLBT individuals, www.bluffci— DRS. MICHAEL D. WEINBERG & JASON
MID—SOUTH GAY & LESBIAN REPUBLE— tysports.net DUNCAN at THE ECLECTIC EYE, 242 South
CANS, P.O. Box 770505, Memphis, TN 38177, BROTHERS & SISTERS BOWLING LEAGUE, Cooper Street, (901) 276—EYES (3937)
meets the third Sunday at 1 p.m. at the Winchester Bowl, 3703 S. Mendenhall @ cee
MGLCC, 892 S. Cooper and meets the first Winchester, (901) 722—5236 or (901) 465—4371. DENTISTS
Wednesday at 7 p.m. at area restaurants, Email: memphisgaybowlin@aol.com. This co—ed WILLIAM N. CASTLE, DDS, general dentistry,
Email: MGLR_President@yahoo.com, bowling league meets every Sunday at 6 p.m. 79 North Cooper Street, Memphis, TN 38104.
www.yahoogroups.com/group/MidSouthGLR. FRONT RUNNERS MEMPHIS, Memphis‘s first gay Call (901) 685—5008 for an appointment.
MEMPHIS STONEWALL DEMOCRATS, and lesbian running club, meets twice a week,
www.geocities.com/mphsstonewallem, (901) Info@ FrontrunnersMemphis.org,
327—2677, email: mphsstonewalldem www.FrontrunnersMemphis.org.
@yahoo.com OUT SPOKIN‘, a group to support bicycling in
TENNESSEE TRANSGENDER POLITICAL the Memphis GLBT community, email:
ACTION COMMITTEE, a statewide political marty @ outspokin—mem.org, website: www.out—
lobbying organization for transgender equality, spokin—mem.org
P.O. Box 92335, Nashville, TN 37209, fax:
(615) 353—1834, email: ttgpac@aol.com, web—
site: tenntg.com

IF YOUR

ORGANIZATION

   

WELLNESS
Memphis, Tennessee

FRINEDS FOR LIFE, HIV/AIDS service organ— f
EQLIT‘gAL. ¢ ization devoted to helping those infected and ISN’T [ISTEn HERE

ieSod affected by HIV/AIDS live well. Location: 43 N. >

  

   

EQUALITY MISSISSIPPI, P.O. Box 6021, Cleveland, Memphis, TN 38104. Phone: (901)
Jackson, MS 39288—6021, (601) 936 7673, you 272—0855. Website:
can send an email to: www.FriendsForLifeCorp.org GIVE “s A cAll AT
EqualityMS@ EqualityMS.org, website: see
www.EqualityMS.org DOCTORS

DR. DANIEL P. MARSHALL, M.D., general 901 682 2669
SPORTS f practioner, 515 North Highland, (901) 323— x ig

Memphis, Tennessee 1200

BLUFF CITY SPORTS ASSOCIATION, P.O.
Box 41803, Memphis, TN 38174 1803, (901)

FANTASY WAREHOUSE

oa):13ace

60 CHANNEL QUAD SCREEN ARCADE BOOTHS

NEW RELEASE DVE & VHS WEEKLY

 

THREE LOCATIONS TO VISIT IN MEMPHIS:

FANTASY WAREHOUSE (East) + 791 N. White Station + 683—9649

EXECUTIVE SOUTH (South) « 1847 E. Brooks Rd. + 345—0825 (MINI—THEATRE)

FANTASY WAREHOUSE (North) + 2532 N. Watkins + 358—8642

Open 6 Days ‘ $100 am.— 12 Widnight * Osoed Sundays and Holidays
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MISS RIVER CITY2006

SUNDAY, APRIL 30

Backstreet Mempbhis/Coliseum

2018 Court Street

Contestant openings still available —

For more information, email Demonica at

santangilotr@hotmail.com

This is a direct
preliminary to _
Ms. Tennessee America

RIVER CITY REUNION SHOW

Saturday, April 29

Backstreet Memphis/Coliseum, 2018 Court Street

River City girls from the past 15 years will be reunited for one show only, one night only!
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Think. Feel. Drive:

  

You‘ll feel better knowing every Subaru Heats

is equipped With all wheel drive. XXxxx
~Government Crash Test Rating

  New2006 Forester
t Automatic § .

New2006 Tnbecu Puscriaseknifmm* : new gimme“

$533ng 3158a yA
FF

s24gme. $18,905 $5000 &»

New 2006 Baja New 2006 WRX Sedan
Automatic # 160U138
# 1600077

 

  

  

$3000 322? "e $249'fl‘90

fiWflGAVMONSEMWW

 

03 NISSAN 01 vovo —— 03 NISSAN O5 SUBARU
SE—R SPEC—V V7Oa 2.4T Wagon XTERRA SE 4X4 IMPREZZA WRX

   

$13985 0 $14,987—

—

$18,985 Vszeoss#1600050A Local Trade, Loaded # #4163P #41609Seconpary
Jim°Kegras Subaru *:: 8

2110 Covington Pike » 373—2700 ‘Mayers _its”;
Vehicle Amount Payment

 
  

      

 

  
    

 

        

 

 

fwwwgzmkemsJubaru.com gas sial$8,000 $141: £10,000 $175Think, Feel. Drive? $14,000 5m

§ suBarL1. $18,000 $316

all retail and lease incentives fed, WI malmhs @7.30% A.RR. W Approved Credit Plus Tax, Title 8 License Use as a reference unis Payments are subject to

*" Government star ure part dh (NHTSA) New Car Asscssmont Programs (NCAP). lender provisions ind terms.
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Sehe cangoyfor move detuils **Leasos 3 $3333 Dueat Inception

 

 

 


