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HISTORICAL SKETCH 

The Egyptians, "a club for the discussion of scientific, religious, 

economic and other topics pertaining to the welfare, culture and 

happiness of the people," was organized at a meeting of fifteen 

men held in the home of the late A. S. Caldwell on June 21, 1913. 

These men had been meeting as an unorganized group since 1911. 

The fifteen founders were: Charles N. Burch, A. S. Caldwell, J. 

B. Cannon, Elias Gates, Charles J. Haase, E. M. Markham, C. P · J · 

Mooney, Sanford Morison, J. Craik Morris, A. B. Pittman, J.' W. 
Rowlett, A. Y. Scott, Bolton Smith, B. F. Turner and J. C. Wilson. 

Before the organization was completed, fifteen others were en

rolled as charter members, namely: Albert W. Biggs, E. C. Ellett, 

W. H. Fineshriber, J. R. Flippin, Thomas F. Gailor, Marcus 

Haase, Herman Katz, James P. Kranz, Walter Malone, R. B. 

Maury, H. Dent Minor, A. E. Morgan, Israel Peres, Alfred H. 

Stone and Luke E. Wright. 

The name chosen for the organization was proposed by W. H. 

Fineshriber. The fact that ancient Memphis was in Egypt sug

gested the name. The by-laws stated that the memb~rship sh~uld 
"consist of not more than thirty-three men of recogmzed standmg, 

T " ability and influence in Memphis and Shelby County, en~essee. 
It was further stated that members were to present their con

tributions in the form of papers and that all papers were to be 

issued in printed form. This clause has resulted in the largest and 

most significant literary production of a general nature ever made 

by any group of Memphians. 

From the beginning, The Egyptians were guarded against in

ternal friction by a constitutional provision that "no resolution 

shall ever be passed committing the club as a body to any proposi

tion." The club is unique in the unwritten law that its name is 

not to appear in the press in any connection. 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 

As Amended to May 31, 1960 

ARTICLE I.-Objects. 

Section l. The subscribers hereto associate themselves for the 
purpose of discussing, at stated times and in a social way, such 
topics as pertain to the welfare, culture and happiness of the people, 
particularly of our own locality, state or nation. No resolution shall 
ever be passed committing the club as a body to any proposition. 

(ARTICLE 11.-Name and Membership. 

Section l. This organization shall be known as THE EGYPTIANS, 

and shall consist of not more than thirty-three regular contributing 
members, who shall be citizens or residents of Shelby County, 
Tennessee, of recognized standing, ability and influence in the 
community, with other associates as provided in Section 2. 

Section 2. Honorary membership may be tendered only to 
non-resident persons distinguished in the walks of education, litera
ture, science or art; and such associates having no votes, shall be 
exempt from payment of all dues and assessments. 

Section 3. Any member may nominate an individual for mem
bership, submitting a brief statement of the candidate's qualifica
tions to the officers of the club. If by majority vote of the officers, 
the candidate is acceptable, the officers shall circularize these qualifi
cations to the members of the club at least one week prior to the 
following meeting. A secret ballot shall be cast by mail, with the 
minimum number of affirmative votes for election equalling at least 
two-thirds of the total membership, and if not more than two ad
verse votes be cast by the members, it shall be the duty of the secre
tary to invite such person to become a member. 

ARTICLE III-Officers. 

Section l. The Officers of the club shall be a President, Vice
President and Secretary-Treasurer, each to be chosen by ballot at 
the last meeting in May, to serve one year, or until a successor shall 
be elected. 

Section 2. As a compensation for his services, the Secretary
Treasurer shall be exeinpt from the payment of all dues, charges 
and assessments. 
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ARTICLE IV.-Meetings. 

Section 1. Regular meetings of the club shall be held at 6: 30 
p.m., the third Thursday in each month, between October 1st, and 
June 1st, beginning the third Thursday in October, except as pro
vided in Section 2. 

Section 2. The club may, at any session, charge the date of a 
succeeding meeting, or the President, with reason therefor, may 
change the date of the next meeting or call a special meeting as 
may be required. 

Section 3. In the event of change or call for special meeting, as 
provided in Section 2, the President shall direct the Secretary to 
notify members thereof. 

Section 4. Any member who shall fail to attend at least three 
meetings during a season without excuse shall be conclusively 
presumed to have resigned and such implied resignation shall be
come effective without action of the club. He shall, however, be 
sent the publications of the club for the full period for which he 
has paid dues. 

Section 5. The time consumed by any paper shall not exceed 
thirty minutes and in the discussion which follows, no member 
shall speak more than once and not exceeding ten minutes, until all 
other members present shall have had the opportunity of speaking. 

,ARTICLE V.-Dues and Assessments. 

Section 1. The annual dues shall be nine dollars and ninety 
cents, payable in advance, provided that a member admitted after 
February 1st shall be required to pay only one half the annual dues 
for the balance of the year 

Section 2. A special assessment, if necessity arises, may be levied 
at any regular meeting by an affirmative vote of a majority of all 
the members of the club. 

Section 3. Failure to pay dues or assessments within sixty days 
of notice shall be considered as forfeit of membership. 

ARTICLE VI.-Quorum. 

Section 1. Eight members shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business. 
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ARTICLE VII.-Amendments. 

Section 1. This Constitution and By-Laws may be amended at 
any regular meeting, provided the proposed change has been an
nounced at the previous meeting and is adopted by an affirmative 
vote of a majority of those present; and provided, that not less than 
eight affirmative votes shall be necessary. 

Section 2. Article II may be altered or amended only at the 
annual meeting (last meeting in May), previous notice of proposed 
change having been given. 

ARTICLE VIII.-Papers. 

Section 1. Any member of the club who shall fail to present a 
paper or deliver an address on the date assigned him, without an 
excuse that shall be satisfactory to the Officers, shall thereupon 
forfeit his membership. The Secretary shall give each member, to 
whom a paper or address is assigned, at least three months notice 
of the date assigned to such member. The subject of any paper or 
address shall be selected by the writer with the advice of the Of
ficers and the Secretary shall announce topics for discussion not 
less than two months in advance. 

Addendum. 

On January 10, 1922, the following rule was, on motion, unani
mously adopted and recorded: That out of town guests brought by 
members of the club be welcome; That members introducing guests 
who are residents of Memphis, be charged $2.25 (or such an amount 
as shall be determined from year to year) per meeting for each 
guest. 
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"THE LOST STATE OF FRANKLIN" 

by John E. Farrior 

(Read to The Egyptians, November 20, 1969) 

At the end of the Revolutionary War the amount of debt 
hanging over the national government was so stupendous thM 
many schemes were proposed to ease the national burden. One 
scheme that seemed promising was to ask the various states 
which held large tracts of unclaimed land to turn over title 
of this land to Congress. It was believed that large funds might 
be raised from the sale of this land to settlers and thus the 
financial stability of the country might be assured. 

North Carolina was asked to cede the area that comprises 
the present state of Tennessee. There had been a steady 
stream of settlers into Tennessee from about 1750, most of 
them settling in what carne to be known as the Watauga 
settlements. At the time of the war there were three counties 
in East Tennessee, Washington, Sullivan, and Greene. These, 
at their own request, had been accepted into the state of North 
Carolina, though the parent state apparently did not pay much 
attention to the trans-montane counties. 

North Carolina delayed the act of cession for a year to 
afford an opportunity for many men of the state to file claims 
on various sections of Tennessee land. Not only officers and 
soldiers who were paid for their services in the war with land 
claims, but many members of the Assembly, other prominent 
men in the state, and a horde of land-grabbers sought out 
choice lands in Tennessee to file claim on. The site of Mem
phis, the Chickasaw Bluffs, was filed on by John Rice and 
John Ramsey, on October 23, 1783, though this land was 
actually the property of the Chickasaw N a.tion and not open 
to claim. This delay was deliberate. 

Finally, the Act of Cession was passed by the North 
Carolina Assembly in 1784. One of the reasons for the cession 
was that each state's part of the national debt was to be deter
mined by the amount of land and the number of the popula
tion. In getting rid of Tennessee, North Carolina would re-



duce her land acreage almost half and get rid of part of her 
population, thus reducing her part of the debt. 

There were certain limiting conditions set in the act of 
cession: neither lands nor inhabitants of ceded territory should 
be estimated in determining North Carolina's part of the war 
debt; lands granted to officers and soldiers should be counted 
as part of the debt payment; all lands ceded should be deemed 
a common fund for the benefit of all existing and future 
states of the union; the territory should be formed into a 
future state or states which should then be added to the 
Federal Union; if Congress did not accept the cession within 
one year the land would revert to North Carolina. Members 
of the Assembly from the three counties west of the mountains 
appear not to have objected to the cession. At least they did 
not object in any strenuous manner. 

Actually, the western counties did not receive much 
consideration nor is it probable that their representatives re
ceived much esteem by those members who came from the 
sophisticated society of the eastern seaboard. During the de
bate over cession, the members from the western counties 
were highly offended by the language of one member of the 
Assembly: "The inhabitants of the western country are the 
off-scourings of the earth, fugitives from justice, and we will 
be rid of them at any rate."1 

The sudden cession of the lands west of the Smokies to 
the national government left the western settlements in a 
difficult position. Though each county had a militia, the par
ent state had always furnished a general officer to combine 
and unite these forces to defend the settlers against Indian 
attacks. North Carolina had also made provision for judges 
to hold court and to preserve law and order in the area. After 
the act of cession, North Carolina made no provision for either 
the militia or the judiciary. Also it held back the annual pay
ment of trade goods to the Cherokees for the land that had 
been bought from them. Congress had not accepted the cession 
of the land and therefore felt no obligation to the people 
there. All this left the people to their own resources. 

The Tennessee counties had an excellent example set 
for them in Kentucky where there was a strong movement 
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for separation from Virginia, which was supported by Wash
ington and Jefferson, though they took no part in any action. 
Although the western counties had petitioned North Carolina 
for a Commander of militia and for a judge to hold the 
necessary courts there was no immediate response from the 
parent state. The people felt that some plans must be con
certed and some action taken for the public safety. They set 
about the creation of a new state. 

In August, 1784, a convention was held at Jones borough 
with delegations from Washington, Sullivan, and Greene 
counties. A committee was appointed to draw up a resolution. 
This resolution stated that the three counties should form 
themselves into a state and invite like-minded people from 
leaders of the movement in Kentucky (or Western Virginia) 
was in close communication with the Watauga people. They 
also provided for calling a constitutional convention later to 
draw a set of rules and regulations for the new state. Not all 
the members were in favor of cutting loose from North 
Carolina. 

A meeting of the Nmth Carolina Assembly at New 
Bern in October, 1784, repealed the cession act, though not 
unanimously. One of the chief arguments for repeal was 
that no provision had been made in the act to reimburse North 
Carolina for the money expended in the Indian wars. Some 
members strongly disagreed, saying that the honor of the 
state would be impugned by the repeal. As a sop to the 
western counties the over-mountain area was organized into 
a new district of the state to be called the Washington dis
trict. David Campbell was appointed judge and John Sevier 
as brigadier-general of militia. The Assembly made it clear 
that they would not grant permission to the western counties 
to become a state. 

The first constitutional convention for the State of 
Franklin met at Jonesborough on December 14, 1784, with 
representatives from Washington, Sullivan and Greene coun
ties. Notable among the members were John Sevier, William 

1Samuel Cole Williams, History of the Lost State of 
Franklin (Johnson City, Tennessee: The Watauga Press), 
XX, p. 27. 
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Cocke, John Tipton, Thomas Stuart and the Rev. Samuel 
Houston. The question was put to the assembly whether or 
not the forming of a new state should take place. Twenty
eight members voted "Aye" and fifteen voted "No." Among 
the latter was John Tipton, who was to become the implacable 
enemy of John Sevier. 

After the convention, Sevier received his commission as 
General of Militia and for a time seemed to want to call off 
the formation of a new state. The organization of the area into 
a district with a regular judge or judges and with himself as 
head of an organized militia seemed to him to meet the most 
pressing needs of the area. However, the momentum already 
engendered was too much for him and he could not stop the 
course of action. He did manage to delay the election for mem
bers of the first General Assembly for a time. 

The first General Assembly of the State of Franklin met 
in March, 1785. John Sevier was unanimously chosen gover
nor. The legislature was organized in two houses, a senate and 
a house of commons. Landon Carter was speaker of the senate 
and William Gage speaker of the house of commons. A judi
ciary was established, David Campbell becoming judge of the 
superior court and Joshua Gist and John Anderson assistant 
judges.2 

A number of acts were passed by the Assembly, among 
which were: an act establishing legal claims of persons claim
ing property under the laws of N orth Carolina; an act to 
appoint commissioners to make deeds of conveyance; an act 
creating the new county of Spencer from Greene and Sullivan 
counties; an act to divide Greene County so as to create two 
new counties, Caswell and Sevier. There were also other acts 
necessary for the establishing of a new government. 

Perhaps the most interesting act was that laying a tax 
and creating a currency. One section reads as follows: 

2Williams, op. cit., pp. 55-56. 
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Be it enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the 
afores~id land tax and all free polls, to be paid in the 
followmg manner: Good flax linen, ten hundred at three 
shillings and six pence per yard; nine hundred ' at three 
shillings; eight hundred, at two shillings and ni~e pence; 
seven ~u~dred, two shillings and six pence; six hundred, 
t:vo sh!llmgs; t~w. linen, one shilling and nine pence; 
lmsey, three shilhngs, and woollen and cotton linsey 
th~ee s.hilli~g~ and six pence per yard; good, clean heave; 
s~m, SIX shill~n.gs; cased otter skins, six shillings; uncased 
ditto, five shillmgs; raccoon and fox skins, one shilling 
and three pence; woollen cloth, at ten shillings per yard; 
bacon~ well cured, six pence per pound; good, clean tal
~ow, SIX pence per pound; good clean beeswax, one shill
mg per pound; good distilled rye whiskey at two shillings 
and six pence per gallon; good peach ~r apple brandy 
at three s?i!lings per gallon; good country made sugar: 
at one shillmg per pound; deer skins, the pattern, six 
shilli~gs; good, neat, and well managed tobacco, fit to 
be pnzed, that may pass inspection, the hundred fifteen 
shillings, and so on in proportion for a greater' or less 
quantity.3 

All the above were legal tender for the payment of all fees, 
taxes, debts and salaries. 

Governor Alexander Martin of North Carolina had 
evidently heard rumors of what was going on in the western 
territory as well as news of trouble with Indians. He sent 
Major Samuel Henderson with a letter to Sevier and to gather 
all the news that he could about all matters in the region. 
Henderson came to Jonesborough when the first assembly 
was in session there. Sevier laid Martin's letter before the 
Assembly. In a long letter to Martin, the Assembly stated 
that under the terms of cession they had a right to organize 
and to petition Congress for statehood. They charged that 
North Carolina had stopped the goods that were to be sent to 
the Indians, and that this action made the Indians more 
hostile. They stated that Martin had not properly paid judges 
enough to cross the mountains and hold court in the western 
counties. They ended the letter by stating that division was 
inevitable and better now than later. 

Martin answered with a long manifesto calling the action 
of the people treason. He reviewed their grievances at length, 

3Williams, op. cit., pp. 57-58. 
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attempting to show that no fault lay with the state of North 
Carolina, and ended with a statement that a continuation of 
their action would inevitably lead to a civil war. The Assembly 
countered with a manifesto of their own, warning the people 
against Martin's manifesto and declaring that the State of 
Franklin would go on. 

Martin had sent a letter to the Cherokees by Major 
Henderson explaining why the trade goods had not arrived. 
In the same letter he expressed deep sympathy for the Indians 
because "bad" white men were encroaching on their lands 
and murdering their people. He also informed them that 
further treaties would be made with them by the national 
government instead of by the state government as formerly. 
Actually, it would be very hard now to tell which was most 
at fault, the white men or the Indians. More than forty white 
men and women had been killed by Indians since the act of 
cession had been passed. There seems to be no record of how 
many Indians had been killed by white men. Yet during this 
year the two races were nominally at peace. M artin's letters 
to the Indians did not serve to make them more peaceably 
disposed toward the people of Franklin. 

Sevier, feeling that something must be done, called a 
number of the Cherokee chiefs to a council meeting on 
Dumplin Creek. After considerable discussion, the Cherokees 
signed a treaty with Sevier which would allow settlers south 
of the Holston and French Broad 1ivers, "as far south as the 
ridge that divides the waters of Little River from the waters 
of Tennessee."4 Compensation to the Indians was agreed on. 
Later the Indians repudiated this treaty because all the chiefs 
were not present nor all the tribes represented. This treaty 
led to rumors circulated in North Carolina that the Cherokees 
were to be incorporated into the new state. These rumors 
caused a widening of the gap between the old and new states. 

As an agent for the new State of Franklin, William 
Cocke attended the next session of congress, which met in 
New York in May, 1785. He presented a memorial to Con
gress petitioning the acceptance of the new state. 

Before Congress could accept the State of Franklin, it 
must fi rst decide whether it could accept the cession of the 
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Tennessee lands which North Carolina had made and then 
repealed. The question arose as to whether North Carolina 
could repeal the act of cession. A committee was appointed 
to study the matter, and it finally reported that the act of 
cession was valid for one year and could not be repealed 
before that time. A test vote was made and the report was 
not accepted because it failed to receive the necessary two
thirds majority. Some were in favor of it but would not offend 
North Carolina by voting for the measure. Even though he 
had failed, Cocke was elated because he felt that public 
opinion was in his favor and the measure might be passed 
in a later session of Congress. 

A second session of the Franklin Assembly was held at 
Jonesborough in August, 1785. An act was passed assuring 
North Carolina that all public moneys collected while the 
area was under North Carolina sovereignty would be paid to 
North Carolina. Thomas Stuart was sent to the Assembly to 
assure the members that the new state wanted to establish a 
lasting and permanent relation with North Carolina and all 
other states. The Assembly took no action concerning the new 
state except to pass an act 'To pardon the inhabitants of re
fractory counties for all things done in setting up a new state."5 
Richard Caswell had succeeded Alexander Martin as governor 
of North Carolina. He was very friendly toward the new 
movement and apparently determined to make no overt move 
toward getting the refractory counties back into the fold of 
North Carolina. 

A great blow was dealt the new state by the Federal 
government in the treaty made with the Cherokees at Hope
well, S. C., in 1785. Four federal commissioners sat down 
with the Cherokee chiefs to settle all claims of the Indians. 
Of the four commissioners, two, Joseph Martin and Benjamin 
Hawkins, were from North Carolina. Martin had been Indian 
agent for the state and had always sided with the Cherokees 
against the western counties. The method of the Commis
sioners was to throw out all former treaties made with the 
Cherokees which they objected to, even though they had been 
paid for the land acquired by these treaties. Practically all 

4Williams, op cit., p. 96. 
5Williams, op. cit., p. 88. 
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former treaties, including the treaty of Dumplin Creek went 
into the discard. In fixing the line between the settlers and 
the Indians, the treaty deprived the settlers of large parts of 
Greene and Hawkins, formerly Spencer, counties, and placed 
the land back into Indian territory. Ironically, Greeneville, 
which had recently been made the seat of government for 
Franklin was part of this territory. 

In another clause of this treaty, any settler who had 
located south or west of this line and who refused to move 
within six months would forfeit the protection of the United 
States and "the Cherokees might punish him or not as they 
please."6 This later clause particularly enraged the people of 
Franklin. Many people had settled between the line and the 
French Broad River, and several hundred families south of 
the river, and more settlers were coming all the time. The 
natural way of expansion was along the valleys of the Holston, 
the Nolachucky, and the Tennessee rivers. Actually, Congress 
had no power to enforce this treaty, and the settlers paid 
little attention to the provisions of the treaty except to get 
ready to fight off more Indian attacks. Instead of bringing 
about peace, the treaty led to a renewal of warfare between 
whites and Indians. 

Both North Carolina and Georgia resented this treaty. 
Before this time all treaties with the Indians had been made 
by the states concerned. Governor Caswell and many other 
prominent North Carolinians lost lands which they had pur
chased from the Indians. This was an early example of the 
usurping of states' rights by the federal government for the 
benefit of a non-white minority. 

Another blow came to the new state in 1786 when North 
Carolina arranged for elections in Franklin for members to 
go to the legislature of North Carolina, thus continuing their 
control of the territory, in despite of the new government. 
John Tipton was the moving spirit in this attempt to keep 
the territory in North Carolina. Dual elections widened the 
rift between the two factions. Dual courts also caused con
fusion, and the factions raided each other's courts. Tipton 
was elected to the North Carolina senate. From this time on, 

6Williams, op. cit., p. 96. 
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he was the leader of the faction opposing the new state. Even 
in this period when he had no real authority, he led a group 
of armed men to seize the papers of one of the Franklin courts. 

This internal strife might have become worse if the 
danger of Indian war had not threatened the whole area. Not 
only the Cherokees, but the Creeks below them were threaten
ing war. Sevier had a lengthy correspondence with the gover
nor of Georgia concerning a joint expedition against the 
Creeks, but this action never took place because Georgia 
finally made a treaty with the Creeks. 

It is probable that Sevier had another motive in wishing 
to join with Georgia in an expedition against the Indians. If 
he could join with and win the support of one of the estab
lished states, he felt that it would strengthen his position in 
the controversy with North Carolina. At about the same time 
he wrote Benjamin Franklin asking his support and influence 
on Congress to help the position of the State of Franklin. 

In 1786, William Cocke went as the official representa
tive of the State of Franklin to the North Carolina Assembly. 
He was allowed to address the Assembly and made a speech 
of several hours in which he gave the whole history of the 
forming of the new state and gave in detail the reasons why 
it was a necessary move. He asked North Carolina to honor 
its act of cession so that the way would be clear for Congress 
to permit the entry of the new state into the union. The 
Assembly was sympathetic, but had no intention of relinquish
ing North Carolina's claims to the Franklin territory. In 
August, 1786, Congress asserted its claim to the Tennessee 
land under the cession act, though it had refused to do so 
when Cocke had asked for it in May of the same year. This 
request from Congress was disregarded by the North Carolina 
Assembly. 

Sevier's term of office as governor ended on March 1, 
1788. The Assembly elected Gen. Evan Shelby, the father of 
Isaac Shelby to succeed Sevier as governor. Actually, Shelby 
was brigadier-general of the militia of North Carolina and 
though friendly to Franklin, had had no connection with the 
new state. Shelby resigned his office in North Carolina the 
same year (1788) but never did become governor of Franklin. 
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It is interesting that Shelby suggested to the governor of 
North Carolina that Sevier be appointed to succeed him as 
brigadier-general of militia in North Carolina. No other gov
ernor was elected when Shelby refused to accept the office. 

The State of Franklin was doomed after this event. Dissent 
grew more rife. The influence of John Tipton as a leader 
grew, while that of Sevier declined. Actually, events in Frank
lin were only a small part of a general unrest, dissent, and 
uncertainty that affected the whole country. The old Articles 
of Confederation had proved wholly inadequate to govern a 
country which was growing rapidly and presenting ever new 
problems to the government. There was dissent and uneasiness 
in a number of states. There already had been a call for a con
stitutional convention which should design a new and better 
union. The old states which held unclaimed land were re
luctant to release them lest there should be a fragmentation, 
a breaking up of territory into small, weak states which would 
further weaken the union. 

A few more actions of Sevier must be noted. In spite of 
the fact that he no longer held office or had any authority, he 
was several times called on to lead punitive expeditions 
against the Indians. This he did, not in any attempt to assert 
authority, but simply out of devotion to his people. Even 
those who differed with him politically liked and trusted him 
as a man and a leader. 

The notable exception was John Tipton. In his eyes 
Sevier was a traitor who had governed unlawfully and had 
levied troops and gone to war without having any authority 
to do so. Early in 1788 he was influential in obtaining a writ 
against the estate of Governor Sevier. The sheriff, acting 
under the authority of North Carolina seized most or all of 
Governor Sevier's Negroes to satisfy the writ and carried 
them to the house of Tipton on Sinking Creek, near Jones
borough. Sevier was at the frontier at the time. When he 
returned, he gathered a hundred and fifty men and proceeded 
to Tipton's house and demanded the surrender of his property. 
Tipton refused, though he had only fifteen men in the house 
with him. Sevier had a hundred and fifty Tennessee riflemen, 
and a small piece of ordnance and might easily have carried 
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the house. Instead he sat down before it for a seige. He simply 
did not want to shed blood or start a civil war. In a snow
storm, a messenger from Tipton escaped Sevier's sentries and 
summoned help for Tipton. Eventually nearly three hundred 
men gathered and were on the way to Tipton's rescue. Rather 
than fight a general battle, Sevier withdrew. One of the Tip
ton party later said that neither side wanted to shoot anybody. 
Tipton's men fired into the air and Sevier's men shot into the 
corners of the house where they would be sure to miss any
body. Two of Sevier's sons were captured by the Tipton 
party, and Tipton determined to hang them. One of his party 
told him that Sevier probably had two of his own sons prisoner 
and would certainly retaliate by hanging them. Sevier's sons 
were released. 7 

After Sevier gave up his office, efforts of the North Carolina 
men became still more zealous against him. Samuel Johnston 
had succeeded Richard Caswell as governor of North Carolina, 
and he was not friendly toward the men in Franklin. He 
believed the reports of Tipton and others who charged Sevier 
with raising troops and making war without authority, of 
putting reputable citizens to death, and of murdering friendly 
Indians. He ordered Judge Campbell to issue a bench warrant 
for the arrest of Sevier for treason. Sevier was on the frontier 
at the time. But when he came back he appeared openly in 
Jonesborough and other places. A posse was organized by 
Tipton, and Sevier was followed to a house where he was 
visiting, the home of a Mrs. Brown. Mrs. Brown put a rock
ing chair in the door and sat down in it to prevent anyone 
entering. Sevier looked out of the window, saw the posse, and 
recognized an old friend, Colonel Robert Love. He immedi
ately surrendered to Love. The party went to Jonesborough. 
Tipton immediately made plans to send Sevier to North 
Carolina for trial. 

Sevier asked that he be held in Jonesborough, but Colonel 
Love told him that if he were held there the men of Franklin 
particularly his old soldiers, would attempt to rescue him and 
that there would be blood spilt. Sevier consented to go. A 
few days after the party left, it was followed by another party 

7
}. G. M. Ramsey, Annals of Tennessee, pp. 406-413, 

passim. 
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composed of Sevier's two sons and two of his old officers, 
Sevier was taken to Morgantown, North Carolina, where he 
was delivered to the sheriff of Burke County. On the way 
he had met two old friends, General McDowell and Gen. 
Joseph McDowell, old comrades in arms. They followed him 
to Morgantown and made surety to the sheriff so that Sevier 
was allowed a few days to visit a brother-in-law in the vicinity. 
Sevier returned punctually. 

The party with Sevier's two sons and several others ar
rived in Morgantown, entering singly to avoid suspicion. They 
made their plans carefully and simply took Sevier from the 
courtroom outside to where his own horse was awaiting him. 
The party rode out of town and were not overtaken by any 
pursuers.s Sevier was not molested again. The next session of 
the North Carolina Assembly exonerated Sevier and pardoned 
all offences he might have committed against the State of 
North Carolina. Later Sevier was re-instated in his command 
of the militia in the Washington district of North Carolina. 
In 1790 he again took his seat in the legislature of North 
Carolina. 

When the new constitution was voted on by the states, 
North Carolina refused to accept it until the Bill of Rights was 
added. In 1790 a new act of cession of the Tennessee lands 
was made to Congress and was accepted. In 1792, the Ten
nessee lands became a federal territory with William Blount 
as governor. By 1796 the number of inhabitants became large 
enough for Tennessee to be accepted as a state and become a 
member of the union. 

BRamsey, op cit, pp. 428-429. 
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ENEMIES OF BOOKS REVISITED 

By G Lamar Wallis 

Read at a meeting of the Egyptians, December 18, 1969 

The author of this paper read to many of you around 
this table another paper in 1961 entitled "Enemies of Books." 
At that time he traced the history of censorship from the 
notorious Star Chamber in England of the Fifteenth Century 
to the U.S. Supreme Court's pronouncements of 1960 and 
examined some of the problems involved when a person or 
group of persons attempts to prevent other members of the 
community from reading a particular book, pamphlet, or other 
form of printed matter. It was all done in a nice, genteel 
atmosphere and dealt with theoretical matters or with cases 
in the far off places. While it was never suggested that it 
couldn't happen here in Memphis, the author at the time 
would have taken it very lightly if someone had prophesied 
that the drama which took place this past summer would 
actually happen in the year 1969. The following is a brief 
account of what took place. 

July had brought in its enervating heat and humidity 
and life had slowed to a walk in the metropolis on the Missis
sippi when the news about the mayor hit the stands. Librarians 
dozing over miles of three-by-five catalog cards were shocked 
awake when Mayor Henry Loeb told on his TV spot of his 
extremely unfavorable reaction to Philip Roth's Portnoy's 
Complaint and of his intention to take up the matter of its 
purchase with the library board (of which he is an ex-officio 
member). And reporters in need of a story filled with contro
versy and a hint of the salacious rushed into the melee to 
enlarge upon the mayor's forthright pronouncements. The 
capital of the Mid-South had found a diversion from the near 
lOOo temperatures! 

It had all started a week before when a local surgeon sent 
the mayor a copy of the book which a friend had recommended 
to him and which he had decided to buy because of the long 
waiting list at the public library. He had marked two pages 
for . reading and had suggested that the mayor then burn the 
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book to prevent its falling into other hands. The doctor's re
marks about the advisability of circulating such a volume at 
the city's library were not lost upon the mayor, whose skill with 
blunt language and swift action is unchallenged. Letters, fol
lowed by a call from his automobile telephone, got the chief 
executive's message across to the library director that a discus
sion needed to be held at the next board meeting about book 
selection. All was to be done quietly, however, without benefit 
of publicity. 

And then the letter, or part of it, was read on television. 
It is still not clear how or why this happened, but after that 
there was no turning back. Lights, cameras and microphones 
were daily visitors in the library director's office. Book store 
proprietors expressed their glee on radio and TV for the great 
:ales bonanza, and some even questioned the mayor's critical 
judgment in literary matters. Reporters examined more books 
than they had handled in all their years since journalism 
school. 

The day of the regular monthly board meeting seemed 
quiet enough-until one entered the small auditorium where 
the uneventful board sessions normally drag through about 
an hour's time once a month. The room was lighted as though 
Raquel Welch might be expected to burst upon the scene at 
any minute. Strangers shoved light meters in staid board 
members' faces, and technicians moved tripods here and there 
to try to get a better view. The mayor arrived, visibly surprised, 
and accompanied by his lawyer. 

While NBC cameras recorded it for the Huntley-Brinkley 
Report (with microphones dead at his request), Mayor Loeb 
read a few choice passages aloud, but only after insisting that 
a reluctant councilwoman leave the room. His lawyer ex
plained briefly the U.S. Supreme Court's upholding of New 
:V ork .State's right to set a different standard for obscenity for 
JUVemles. The attorney further advised the board of its powers 
as a city agency. 

The library director was then asked to reply to the mayor's 
contention that Portnoy's Complaint was without social value 
and should not be bought with tax funds, and also to speak 
to his strongest complaint-that of the possibility that 14 t~ 17 
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year olds with adult library cards might borrow the Roth 
book. In replying the director of libraries first objected strong
ly to the reading of excerpts aloud, contending that he could 
shock the audience by reading aloud passages from any num
ber of classics. "I could read you isolated passages from 
Rabelais' Gargantua, as just one example," he argued, "that 
would curl your hair!" He contended that no court would 
allow a book to be judged by such a method, that the reading 
of a book was a private matter between the reader and the 
author, and that the whole intent of the book was what 
counted. He then read a brief prepared statement, contending 
(1) that the book would pass the U.S. Supreme Court's three 
tests for obscenity, (2) that it was in the mainstream of Ameri
can literature and had been written up in established literary 
journals, (3) that its author's and publisher's credentials were 
impeccable, and ( 4) that the public library served a wide 
variety of tastes and viewpoints. After pointing out his failure 
in twenty-two years as a chief librarian to arrive at a work
able solution to screen out to everyone's satisfaction the border
line books, he made a plea for freedom to read. As for the 
younger teenagers, he explained the traditional stand of libra
rians that the home should be the judge of young people's 
reading and that the librarian should not be a policeman, but 
also indicated that he would not oppose some reasonable 
attempt to prevent a few very controversial titles from falling 
into the hands of the under 18 crowd. 

After a brief discussion in which some board members 
expressed great shock and others advised great caution, the 
president handed the matter over to the Library and Reading 
Rooms Committee of the board, a term that has described 
since 1890 the major committee to deal with internal adminis
trative matters. The committee, headed by the retired editor 
of the Commercial Appeal, morning daily, promised to make 
a thorough investigation and report back. 

The next few days were hectic. Support was overwhelm
ing, both locally and from all around the country where people 
saw the Huntley-Brinkley show. Telegrams, telephone calls 
and letters supporting the library director's stand started 
arriving following the TV news report of July 16. But the 
cranks are the ones to remember; they hurt. They are not 
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always polite or compassionate, but fortunately, m this case, 
they were few. 

The board at first was divided. It took a while to get 
used to the uproar and the impact of this "new permissive
ness" in expression which Mr. Roth used with devastating 
effect. But the newspaperman deftly presided at committee 
meetings and did his homework on other libraries' selection 
policies and on ALA's "Library Bill of Rights" and "The Free
dom to Read Statement." Everything was almost totally lost, 
however, when a newspaper story reported erroneously the 
next morning after the mayor's appearance that the library 
director had deliberately ordered ten more copies following 
the board meeting. Radio and TV stations cooperated in re
porting that an investigation showed that the copies had been 
routinely ordered before the mayor made his first complaint. 
Once the board understood that its library director had not 
deliberately defied both it and the mayor, the committee pro
ceeded with its study. 

On August 7 it took only twelve minutes for the whole 
board to pass unanimously the committee's recommendation 
that the board "enforce and defend" book selection policies 
as expressed in Standards for Public Library Systems, the 
"Library Bill of Rights," and "The Freedom to Read State
ment" of the American Library Association with two "clarifi
cations": (l) that books must pass at least one of the U.S. 
Supreme Court tests about "appealing to prurient interest" 
and being "patently offensive" to "contemporary community 
standards" and (2) that the staff "book selection committee 
will use its discretion in determining which books should not 
be made available to borrowers under the age of 18" ("juve
niles" in Tennessee) unless they present a note from teacher 
or parent (about ten or eleven titles have been selected so 
far to carry a blue book card as a signal to the desk attendant 
to check for age in doubtful cases). 

The last of the two exceptions had strong backing in 
Memphis, even from the firm supporters of freedom for 
adults. Evidently a wave of legislation is sweeping the country 
in the wake of Ginsberg vs. New York to protect "juveniles" 
by setting a separate standard for obscenity for the young. 
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Mainly the legislation seems aimed at films in Tennessee and 
Memphis, but books and magazines can be dragged in, also. 
It became very evident that a fight to keep the Library from 
paying any attention to the under 18 crowd when they asked 
for the really controversial titles would wreck the chances of 
maintaining freedom to purchase these for adults. In the face 
of strong public opinion it was agreed to try to handle this 
limitation. 

The mayor was consulted two or three times before the 
Board voted and indicated that he was satisfied with the com
mittee's report and would not attend the meeting to cast a 
vote against it. IHe has since emphasized on television, how
ever, that it is his personal opinion that it is wrong to spend 
tax funds on the book. 

Now that the major controversy is over and there re
mains only the troublesome business of deciding what should 
be restricted to minors, two benefits appear to have been 
realized out of the uproar : (l) the library board set a reason
able guideline for selection of controversial titles of the 
Portnoy type and agreed to "defend" it along with the "Library 
Bill of Rights" and the "Freedom to Read Statement," and 
(2) many people came forward to support freedom to read 
for adults. Among the strong supporters of the library direc
tor's stand were local authors such as Shelby Foote, local 
university officials, local newspapers, ALA's Intellectual Free
dom Committee, and three state library organizations. 

The most devastating criticism of the whole affair came 
from a local engineer who referred to the controversy over 
James Branch Cabell's novel Jurgen in the late 1920's while 
the writer of the letter was a student at the State University 
of New York. He quoted an excerpt from the foreword to 
the novel headed "The Judging of Jurgen," which, some of 
you may recall, describes how the poet J urgen was hailed 
before the court of the Philistines and accused by a giant 
tumblebug, of being "offensive and lewd and lascivious and 
indecent." It is too long to quote here, but you may want to 
read it again sometime. 

By far the best analysis of the matter came in a letter from 
the library director's friend, Henry Mitchell, then editor of 
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the late lamented Delta Review-a letter that is likely to be
come a classic in matters of this kind because of its argument 
and its nicely turned phrases. It was written when the con
troversy made the headlines and is quoted here with its 
writer's permission: 

Memphis, July 15, 1969 

Dear Lamar: 

Mayor Loeb phoned me yesterday on some small matter 
and said, in passing, "by the way, I suppose you don't agree 
with me about Portnoy's Complaint?" 

And, of course, I don't. I am quite sure the mayor is 
sincere, and I am equally sure he is wrong ... on this parti
cular matter. Not that it would have occurred to me to tell 
him so. I feel that we have a librarian, trained in the field 
and in that responsibility, and that it is not necessary for the 
city to stop dead every five minutes to conduct a large exhaus
tive debate over every error or every folly. 

In one sense, it could be said that the C ommon Law and 
the law of the United States is somewhat obscure-deliberately 
so-in many areas. If there is one thing settled in our law, 
however, it is that men may write and people may read 
Portnoy's Complaint if they wish to. 

The Mayor's argument, however, is not that the book is 
illegal or that it is illegal to read it. His argument is that 
although the book is splendid for those who wish to think it 
so, nevertheless it is sufficiently offensive to common decency 
that tax dollars ought not be .spent to put it on the public 
shelves. He would say, in other words, that while citizens 
should be free to buy the book, the city should not be charged 
with the cost of buying it for them. 

"What conceivable social significance or value does this 
book have?" he asked me. . . . He is going to send me the 
book, he says, and he'd just like to know what I find valuable 
in it. So I will read it and tell him. 

... It is almost as if the mayor did not quite understand 
that in this city there are people of many different back
grounds, many different interests, and that it is the art of 
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government to keep them all together, or at least to keep 

them from exploding against one another. 

If it were the case that a particular individual were wiser 
than the rest, and if in fact he had more power than others, 
and if in fact he had the art to assert his will comple:ely over 
others-then it might be theoretically excellent for h1m to do 
so. But it is usually the case that persons in authority a:e .not 
fully wise, but only partly wise; and that they have hm1ted 

ot full power and that they have a little art, not full 
power, n ' 1 f 
art, to enforce their will. It is therefore b~tter , as ~ ru e, :r 
those in authority to move with great cautiOn, particularly m 
areas where by training and inclination and interest they are 

not really experts. 

The mayor does not understand, for one thing, that 

people like me (and my ~rst job w~s checking out bo~l<s at 
the downtown library) thmk two-thuds of the books m the 
library are trash, and that there is no justification on moral 
or aesthetic grounds for our tax money to buy those books. 
Writers unknoWII to learned people-Mrs. Lutz, for exampl~
are enormously popular with the clients of the public libranes. 
A great deal of money has been spent, over the years, to stock 
Mrs. Lutz' novels (if novel is the word) on the shelves. 

Unknown to Mayor Loeb, I consider all that stuff sheer 
trash. I do not know how many hundred hours I have spent 
in the stacks of the library, and I would hate to confess how 
few books I have ever read that seemed to me worth the 
bother of writing or the expense of buying or the bother of 

reading. 

If, in short, the argument is to be raised to ultimate and 
eternal levels, I suppose it may be said that nothing in the 
library at all is worthwhile, since nothing now in it will be 
thought marvelous even five thousand years from now. But 
isn't it usually silly to raise questions of practical matters to 
the lofty heights of ultimate truth? Is it really a question of 
ultimate concern or a moral question on which the future of 
the world depends, which brand of bacon one buys at the 

store? 

I think it is probably impossible for men to live if every 
instant of their lives they must act as if the future of mankind 
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rested on their choices. There must be room for play, there 
must be room for animals, there must be room for experiment
ing and fantasy and so forth. There must even be room (or 
so the orthodox God of the Christian faith is said to think) 
for real error and for real sin. If one is to speak of morals, one 
must acknowledge that all moral systems appear to believe 
that "goodness" means nothing, unless it is freely chosen for 
its own sake, and against and over all competing lures. 

And in literature, Shakespeare is not called magnificent 
except by comparison to other literature and in comparison 
to other illiteracy. 

If the mayor wishes to debate morals, I think that is 
commendable, but I think he must find there are men, who 
care as much as he does, who may argue with an equal 
sophistication and knowledge and who may reach somewhat 
different conclusions. If he wishes to argue art, which is not 
his field of major interest, I think he must expect certain 
resistances. I think it would surprise some to conceive that 
Mr. Roth, for example, the author of the book in question, 
suffered somewhat to produce it. I do not know what people 
think of critics, book critics, and I suppose they rarely think 
of book critics. It is, however, a fact (not a fantasy) that Mr. 
Roth's book has had amazing critical attention. The book has 
also greatly seized the popular imagination. The book has 
even had a great commercial success. 

These are very plain facts. If anyone wishes to know my 
estimate of the book, which is not likely except in the case of 
the mayor, I have no doubt whatever that I can pronounce 
with unique authority exactly what I think of it. And, for 
myself, my judgment carries enormous weight. But really, 
even if I hate the book-and I wonder if perhaps I will not 
greatly admire it-that is hardly a warrant for suppressing it. 
But the mayor does not intend to suppress it, some might say; 
he merely means not to spend tax dollars on it. But that (and 
this is where the mayor does not quite face facts) is in itself 
suppression of a most serious kind. The fact is that tax dollars 
are spent for books. The fact is that tax dollars are spent (in 
libraries) largely for books that I personally consider worth
less. 
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The mayor may not know it, but I know it, that the 
library does not contain even one copy of so c~lebrated (and 

-controversial) a classic as Gilbert Whites A Natural 
non , H . d l 
History of Selbourne.. (Librarian s note: . enry misrea t 1e 
catalog. We've had 3 editions, the first havmg been purchased 
in 1913.) In order to please the obscene taste of. some, the 
library has felt it necessary to get hundreds of copies of Mrs. 
L t even at a time the library cannot afford even one copy 

0
: ~ilbert White. The library can afford a book of literary 
· · · on Jean Genet but the library cannot afford even cntlCISm ' 

Y Of his maJ· or works. There is, for example, not one 
one cop . . d 

f Funeral Rites even though Genet IS considere a 
copy o ' . .d d 

· ortant writer of our day and that book IS consi ere very Imp ' 1 
(in the library's copy of a critical book on Genet) enormous y 
important (Librarian's note: We own Our Lady of the Flow
ers, Thief's Journal, and plays in collections.) 

Or to consider books which have little or no risk of 
' phy to consider the garden books in the library-pornogra , . b k 

there are reduplicated copies of worthless books, tnte oo s, 
d there are serious and severe gaps even among standard 

::d celebrated works. In every field, in short, a library falls 
short. Either through ignorance, or through lack of mone~, or 
through the necessity for practical survival, ~r throu.gh a yield
ing to the needs of its readers and the demes of Its readers. 

·would it not be better, perhaps, for Hank Mitchell to 
proceed right down the shelves, pitching out the books that 
I know to be trash, and ordering the ones that I know to be 
very good? I know, at least as well as the mayor, what my 
judgment is in books, and my taste, in my opinion, i~ pr~bably 
superior to the taste of many. But if I were a hbranan, I 
would think (I hope) not only of my taste, which is of course 
marvelous, but also of those other people who are not yet 
such miracles of wisdom as myself. On the contrary, if I were 
a librarian, accountable for the full range of books and not 
merely my own books, I think I would bend a little, and let 
them read their Baby Rays. Those are indeed the appropriate 
volumes for some. 

On my own poor bookshelves I am absolute lord; but if 
I were a librarian, I think something like a servitude would 
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affect me, and I think I would want strangers, dependent on 
what I provided, to have some kind of happiness in books, 
even if it were not my own happiness. I would buy, over my 
dead body, so to speak, the novels of Mrs. Lutz, once I got it 
through my head that that is what they wanted to read. I 
would live in terror that some person might enter the library, 
wanting something, and not finding (because of my decisions) 
anything at all. I would not want anybody to go out empty
handed. 

The world of literature is linked together like chains, 
and pornographic comic books are in the field with David's 
psalms. Indeed, by them, many come to him. If I were a 
librarian, I would really like to have a copy of every book 
ever written in the world, and I would get a kick to see all 
sorts of people poking about in the stacks, finding what they 
wished to find and what they were able to delight in, and 
nothing more. 

There is something, really, to be said for freedom. There 
is, of course, the matter of limited money and limited space 
and limited staff. But insofar as realistically possible, I would 
still want everything on the shelves. I would still hurt, if I 
were a librarian, to see some person leave not finding what 
he really wanted. 

On the question of Portnoy's Complaint, if I were a 
librarian, I would have seen, months ago, that here is a book 
which critics are paying a lot of attention to; here is a book 
that is selling to the public like hotcakes; here is a book to get 
and to get quick, and I would have acquired perhaps fourteen 
copies of it to begin with. I would not, of course, expect 
everyone to understand why I did so. But if an arm of the 
government tried to take it off the shelves, I like to think I 
would use those tactics and those resources that, in effect, 
told them to go to hell. 

As it happens, I am not the librarian. You are. It is your 
business, not mine, to see the books stay on the shelves. There 
are people all over this city who have no intention whatever 
of seeing ;Portnoy's Complaint coming off the shelves through 
some sort of improper pressure. A librarian, if he needs to, 
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knows perfectly well how to solicit support. It is rarely neces

sary. 

It is entirely necessary, of course, to be as gentle as pos
sible, and to use no more force than necessary. It is equally 
necessary not to budge one inch. With all good wishes per-

sonally, 

Sincerely, 

Henry Mitchell 



AGING- A REVIEW AND SPECULATION Ill 

Stanley J. Buckman 

Read before "The Egyptians," January 15, 1970 

There have been many fascinating new developments 
since we last reviewed this subject together. At that time, the 
following were presented as some suggestions which would 
improve one's chances while we await the more traditionally 
American solution of a pill which can be taken on the 
run(1,2 l to retard aging: 

"1. Have a comprehensive medical examination at least 
once each year, and prefembly twice per year, so that 
prompt corrective steps can be taken to overcome or 
minimize any indicated problem. 

"2. Reduce total caloric intake to the m1mmum necessary 
for proper body maintenance. This may well be as low 
as 1500 calories per day for many people above 40 years 
of age. Total caloric needs decrease markedly with age. 
Reduction of the total caloric intake will keep down 
the percentage of Krebs cycle intermediates which are 
at large and may cross-link with lipids, proteins, and nu
cleic acids. 

"3. Maintain a high level of well balanced protein in the 
diet. Protein provides free amino acids to react with 
excess Krebs cycle intermediates and form excreta:ble 
compounds. A high protein level in the diet also helps 
insure adequate body repair. 

Skimmed milk and dry ( uncreamed) cottage cheese 
are good low-fat sources of the essential sulfur-con
taining amino acid, methionine, which is present in 
the amount of about 1 percent of the cottage cheese 
as received. There should be a minimum intake of 
about 3 grams of methionine per day(3 ,12·13 l. This can 
be obtained by supplementing the amount provided by 
the daily food supply with methionine which can be 
purchased as such from drug stores. Methionine can
not be synthesized by the human body from the ordi-
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nary constituents of the diet. It must be present in ade
quate amounts for the promotion of growth in the young 
and the maintenance of nitrogen equilibrium in the 
adult. Methionine alone meets all the human require" 
ments for sulfur-containing amino acids, since the body 
can convert methionine to cystine and cysteine. Al
though methionine has important metabolic functions 
in the process known as transmethylation and appears 
to play a specific role in protecting the liver from ·dam
age by poisons as well as by its lipotropic action, the 
supplementation of the daily diet as necessary to main
tain a minimum daily intake of 3 grams is suggested 
herein from the standpoint of its relationship to the 
aging process per se. 

As Tappel<15
) has noted, sulfur am~no acids can act 

as antioxidants somewhat similar to vitamin E. They 
can react with free-radical intermediates of lipid peroxi
dation and thereby break the chain reaction. They can 
also decompose lipid peroxides. If free-radical lipid per
oxidation does proceed, the sulfur amino acids thus can 
protect cellular constituents from da)llage in both of 
these ways. In addition, they Il)ay serve to reduce al
ready oxidized vitamin E and thereby restore its effec
tiveness as an antioxidant as well as react in other ways 
in the molecular repair of damage. 

"4. Keep total fat intake at a minimum. This applies to 
both saturated and unsaturated fats. 

"5. Supplement the daily diet with vitamins and minerals 
as necessary to provide the minimum daily require
ments which should be increased in the case of vita
mins B6 and E to the following : 

a. Vitamin B6-l0 milligrams per day; 

b. Vitamin E-100 milligrams per day (preferably 
d-alpha-tocopherol acetate which is the most potent 
of the eight related isomers that exhibit vitamin E 
activity). 

Pyrodoxyl phosphate is the active form of vitamin B6 
(pyridoxine) and it acts as a coenzyme in the function-
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ing of a number of enzyme systems, including a ~de 
scope of nonoxidative metabolic changes of amino ac1ds 
involved in protein turnover. Chow and Yeh<4 l of the 
Johns Hopkins University Medical School have found 
there is an agewise regression of tissue levels of vitamin 
B6 and B12 in man. They reported that a mild defi
ciency of B6 induced by dietary deprivation raised the 
pH and decreased the B12 binding power of the gas
tric juice. The lack of it reduced the gastrointestinal ab
sorption of vitamin B12 which could be increased by B6 

therapy but not by coadministration of the intrinsic fac
tor. Parallel work with rats on a diet insufficient in Bs 
but rich in B 12 eventually developed B12 deficiency, as 
indexed by low B12 levels in the serum and the liver, 
which results in a reduced glutathione content in the 
erythrocytes and promotes hyperglycemia (elevated 
blood sugar). A deficiency in vitamin Bs also resulted in 
adrenal insufficiency and hypothyroidism (low thy
roid). In general, Chow and Yeh found that their data 
showed a similarity between vitamin deficient rats and 
aging humans. Their old human subjects had the low 
glutathione and the diabetic type of glucose tolerance 
test with the implication which the latter has for the 
further acceleration of aging. 
The suggestion noted for vitamin E is based on the in
dicated relationship of this vitamin to the aging process. 
It does not encompass the use of vitamin E in the 
treatment of the following clinical disorders for which 
there seems to be well-founded evidence for such 
therapy in larger amounts in the case of some of the 
disorders<6 l: 

a. Intermittent claudification of moderate severity, 
i.e., pain in the calf muscles of the leg caused by 
a definite gap between the demand of the leg 
muscles for oxygen from the blood and the sup
ply, but a gap which is not too wide to close. 

b. Fat malabsorption syndrome (e.g., fibrocystic dis
ease of the pancreas, sprue). 

c. Supplementation of the diet for premature infants 
on artificial foods. 
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d. Supplementation of human diets containing large 
amounts of unsaturated fats. 

"6. Exercise daily as vigorously as is consistent with gen
eral health. A brisk 2-mile walk or at least 30 minutes 
of setting-up exercise should be standard practice. Ex
cessive amounts of exercise limited to weekends can do 
more harm than good. 

"7. Avoid toxic substances in general and particularly 
smoking cigarettes in excess. Evidence against a pipe 
and cigar is much less conclusive, but the soundest 
course probably is to eliminate all smoking. The debate 
on alcohol continues both within and without the 
medical profession, and a good review on this subject 
appeared in Nutrition Reviews for March 1966<14l. Cer
tainly, one should encourage moderation in the use 
of alcohol." 

For the most part, these suggestions can be described as "pre
ventive maintenance." Continuing in the vernacular of the 
engineering profession, your speaker would now like to ex
pand further on the subject of "preventive maintenance" and 
also briefly review the additional subjects included in the fol
lowing: 

I. Preventive maintenance 

2. Parts replacement 

3. Corrosion inhibition 

PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE 

The safest and most practical general suggestions under 
this heading still seem to ·be the seven given in the two prior 
papers presented to this group as quoted in the foregoing. 
However, there now are others for which sufficient evidence 
is accumulating to indicate they may be worthy of inclusion. 
For example, a zinc deficiency may play a role in the genesis 
and development of human atherosclerosis. In a paper pre
sented at the 7th International Congress of Gerontology in 
Vienna, a team of U.S. investigators<10 l reported that the zinc 
levels in the bodies of those with advanced or inoperable 
vascular disease were only about 30 percent of normal values. 
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Orally administered zinc sulfate in the amount of 220 mg. 
three times per day of ZnS04 • 7Hz0 was reported to produce 
the following results: 

"The patients have changed from invalid to active 
status with improvement of ischemia, occasional return of 
previously absent pulses, and marked gains in exercise 

tolerances." 

The exact role of minerals in the vascular system is not 
known. :However, zinc is a necessary element in the im
portant enzyme carboxy-anhydrase and zinc also may be 
active in displacing cadmium which is one of the elements 
that accumulates in the body during aging. In the report 
mentioned, zinc therapy was found to promote healing, and 
it was noted that "any element which favors healing would 
seem to have a place in checking the pathology in blood 
vessels." The authors further stated, "It seems obvious that 
maintenance of the arterial wall depends on adequate 
amounts of the elements which promote healing and re
pair and which prevent deposition of the material found in 
plaques." The report further emphasized, "Delayed healing 
in the arteries probably predisposes to necrosis, internal pro
liferation, and cholesterol deposition." Determination of 
whether a zinc deficiency exists can be readily made by an 
analysis of hair plucked from the nape of the neck of pa
tients. The hair is washed, dried, reduced to ash and zinc 
determined in the ash by means of em[ssion spectrography. 
When a low level of zinc is found, the oral administration of 
zinc is simple, inexpensive, and safe. 

Another form of preventive maintenance which is re
ceiving considerable attention is the use of various drugs 
that interfere in different ways with the production of 
cholesterol. More recently, attention has been given to a 
somewhat safer approach which will produce a similar end 
result; namely, the lowering of cholesterol in the blood stream 
and hopefully a reduction in the development of atheroscle
rosis related thereto. Mead-Johnson<7 l of Metrecal fame have 
introduced a basic anion exchange resin, cholestyramine, un
der the trade name of Questran. This is taken orally in about 
5-gram doses before each meal. It combines with the bile acids 
in the intestinal tract, which results in an increased fecal ex-
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cretion of these compounds. Cholesterol is the major precursor 
of bile acids, and the increased fecal loss of bile acids ab
sorbed on Questran results in reduced levels of serum bile 
acids which normally would be reabsorbed to a major degree 
from the intestinal tract. The reduction in serum bile 
acids, in turn, stimulates increased oxidation and reduction o.f 
serum cholesterol levels. One of our members took about two
thirds the normal daily dose of Questran for sixty days and 
reduced his serum cholesterol from 248 to 192 mg. percent. 
He then discontinued Questran and within 60 days his cho
lesterol level had increased to 232. Thus, we have a con
firmation of the benefit of Questran by a discerning member 
of our group, at least as far as influence on cholesterol level 
m blood serum is concerned. 

Upjohn research wrokers( 9 ) reported at the recent meet
ings of the American Heart Association in Dallas Texas 
that they have a new drug to lower cholesterol levels i~ 
blood. Like Questran, Upjohn's Colestipol is taken orally 
and acts by tying up bile acids in the intestinal tract so that 
they cannot be reabsorbed. As a result, the bile acids are re
ported to be excreted in 1.5- to 2-gram per day quantities 
which is three to four times normal. This, in turn, causes th~ 
liver to utilize more cholesterol from the blood stream in the 
manufactu~e of additional bile acids. Because Colestipol, like 
Questran, rs not absorbed from the intestines and because all 
of its activity takes place in the intestines, this approach would 
seem to be preferable to systemic drugs which interfere with 
the synthesis of cholesterol in various ways. However, there 
are questions about the possible removal of essential hormones 
etc., which should be resolved before prolonged use of rna~ 
terials such as Questran and Colestipol are encouraged on 
a broad scale. 

In the category of "preventive maintenance," it seems 
we. also should include a reportedly antiatherosclerotic drug 
whrch was developed by a group headed by 1Professor Takio 
Shimamoto of the Tokyo Medical and Dental University. In 
collaboration with Professor Masayuki Schikana, a chemist, 
new compounds were synthesized and tested to determine their 
ability to inhibit the development of atherosclerosis. The ini
tial work was conducted with rabbits which had an extremely 
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high blood cholesterol level as the result of feeding them 
large amounts of cholesterol. This resulted in the discovery 
that pyridinolcarbamate inhibited the development of ather
omatous lesions and the formation of deposits of cholesterol 
in the arterial walls. Moreover, they reportedly found that the 
treatment of rabbits with a developed atherosclerosic condition 
resulted in the replacement of atheromatous masses with re
generated smooth muscle £hers and the accumulated masses 
of cholesterol were gradually reduced over a 20- to 30-week 

treatment period. 

Since pyridinolcarbamate is low in toxicity with an LD50 

in rabbits of 4,250 mg. per kg. of body weight, it has the po
tential of being a compound which can be used for extended 
periods of corrective and preventive treatment. The daily dose 
which has been used in man is from 0.5 to 2.0 gm. with 0.75 
to 1.5 gm. being the reported dose used over long periods of 

time. 

A summary account of work up to May 9 last year with 
pyridinolcarbamate was prepared by Dr. Fujio Numano of 
the Department of Medicine, Tokyo Medical and Dental 
University( B). This stated that large numbers of patients 
have been administered pyridinolcarbamate over a four-year 
period without any appreciable adverse side effects. A few 
patients had some gastric distress which was overcome by 
temporarily discontinuing the drug or reducing the dose. 

Results summarized by Dr. Numano are dramatic. The 
symptomatic improvement of patients with atherosclerosis 
led to larger clinical trials which resulted in conclusions such 
as the following: 

"The hitherto incurable gangrene of atherosclerosis 
obliterans is now curable without surgical amputation in 
over 73 per cent of patients and definite widening of affect
ed arterial segments by pyridinolcarbamate treatment was 
often confirmed by cineangiography." 

"Patients suffering from angina pectoris favorably re
s~onded to long term treatment with this compound (pyri
dmolcarbamate) in over 70 percent of the cases and even 
impending coronary infarction often responded dramati-
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cally to this treatment. The recurrence of heart attack was 
significantly prevented." 

It was pointed out that pyridinolcarbamate had thus far 
been administered only to patients with a definite disturbance 
of physiological function caused by far advanced atheroscle
rosis. In other words, the compound has been used with 
almost hopeless patients in the last stages of atherosclerosis. 
Despite this fact, the pyridinolcarbamate treatment exhibited 
definitely favorable effects. Whether this means that the 
compound could and should be used as part of a "preventive 
maintenance" program remains to be demonstrated. Certainly, 
it would seem that one should lend a receptive ear to addi
tional results reported about it. 

Perhaps there is a relationship between the results re
ported for pyridinolcarbamate and those which are believed to 
accrue from rather large intakes of nicotinic acid in various 
forms. It is possible that these compounds metabolize to the 
same products in the human body. Here again, more informa
tion will help to make the right conclusions. Those who do 
not want to wait probably may be taking a reasonable chance 
when they use either compound. One of our more venture
some members may be helping to chart the way by his use of 
inositol hexanicotinate. May we have the benefit of frequent 
reports on his progress. 

PARTS REPLACEMENT 

The spotlight of international publicity has been focused 
on this area since Dr. Christian Barnard's first heart transplant 
in Capetown, South Africa, on December 3, 1967. The light 
seemed to burn intensely for a while, despite the very short 
life of Louis Washkansky, the first recipient of a human 
heart. That it has now dulled, despite the prompt increase in 
number of heart transplants at different places in the world, 
should not give rise to the belief that this approach no longer 
has promise. Quite to the contrary, enough was done to con
firm the need for better ways to overcome the tendency of 
the human body to reject a grafted organ from another body. 
Better matching of donors and recipients has been the key to 
the hundreds of successful kidney transplants. Here, a closely 
related member of the family can provide one of their two 
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· t transplants Such serums are being used successfully m agams · d . 
kidney transplants and work actively is un er way to Improve 

them. 

Similar reasoning about the role of lymphocytes in the 
· t' of transplanted tissues has also given rise to another 
~&~ . . 
technique in which lymphocytes are removed by dra_mmg 
1 m hatic fluid from the sinuses in the necks of kidney 
y p · · · I · t t de transplant patients, dialyzmg 1t ag~ms~ p ~m wa e~ o " 

stroy the lymphocytes and then inJectmg It back mto the 
veins of patients. 

Obviously, the use of artificial spare parts provides an
other potential solution to problems of rejection of tra~s
planted organs. The periodic use of artificial kidney~ still 
permits some intervening mobility and thus probably IS the 
best that has been achieved thus far in terms of artificial vital 
organs. This is in contrast to the successful use of different 
forms of metal and plastic joints, etc., in place of bones, 
plastic tubing to replace weakened portions of arteries and 
veins. However, that important pump, the heart, with its 
amorous association, occupies the center of the stage in any 
discussion of artificial organs. 

Dr. 'Denton Cooley of Houston, Texas, made the first 
and only total replacement of a human heart in 47-year-old 
Haskell Karp in April of last year. Mr. Karp survived for 
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65 hours with the artificial heart but died 32 hours after it 
was replaced with a human heart. It was felt that the bulky 
power source and regulating console left no choice but to 
move on to a human heart transplant. However, major prog
ress is being made in the development of an artificial heart 
with knitted Dacron velour surfaces over which human 
cellular tissue grows to provide a surface that does not cause 
clotting the way essentially all other artificial surfaces do. 
Moreover, small power sources are being devised which can 
be completely implanted with the heart. Five different re· 
search teams are reportedly working to develop a fuel cell 
which, when implanted in a patient, would generate electricity 
from chemical actions of the oxygen and sugar normally 
found in the body. Such a device would be refueled by nor
mal body functions and theoretically would never need to be 
recharged. One has already been produced which will gen
erate about a half a volt of electricity in contrast to the five to 
ten which will be needed. However, the virtue of this ap
proach fully supports the major program of work which is 
under way to perfect it. In the meantime, we all can hope· 
fully soon have the benefit of booster pumps with external 
power sources to assist natural hearts that have suffered dam
age until they heal sufficiently to work alone again. 

CORROSION INHIBITION 

With your permission, this subject will be limited to th 
inhibition of viruses. Most bacterial and fungal infections can 
now be controlled by one or more antibiotics. However, un 
til recently, the control of viruses has been largely limite 
to those for which successful vaccines have been developed 
This is no longer the case. Within the past few months 
there have been at least two announcements of the dis 
covery of compounds that can inactivate viruses. In addi 
tion, there have been announcements of a new approach t 

the control of viral infections by stimulating normal bod 
defenses. 

One of the two new compounds mentioned was foun 
by workers at Eli Lilly & Co., Inc. <16). It was isolated fro 
the fermentation broth of Streptomyces candidus. They hav 
assigned the name pyrazomycin to the chemical which b 
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longs to a class of compounds called Gnucleosides and spe
cificially is 3(5)-ribofuranosyl-4-hydroxy pryazole-5(3)-carbox
amide. In vitro tests show that it prevents multiplication of 
rhinovirus measles, herpes simplex and vaccina virus. In ad
dition, significant activity has already been observed against 

vaccina virus in mice. 

Upjohn scientists recently reported anot.her new ~xperi
mental drug which inactivates a number of VIruses. This new 
material is called calcium elenolate and is described as a mul
tifunctional monoterpene. It has been isolated from acid 
h drolyzed aqueous extracts of various parts of olive plants. J:. Harold E. Renis<11 ) of Upjohn reported at the Ninth In
terscience Conference an Antimicrobial Agents and Chemo
therapy that the drug inactivates viruses responsible for 
herpes, inHuenza, the common cold, and polio, possibly by 
interacting with the viruses' outer protein coats. 

When we add the potentials for the development of new 
vaccines to the favorable initial indications of antiviral activ~ 
ity for pyrazomycin and calcium elenolate, there is good rea
son to hope for the control of most viral diseases of man in a 
relatively few years. Moreover, there has been a recent report 
of another indicated approach of broad potential utility. 
Earlier work with mice had provided evidence that an ani
mal's production of interferon, its natural virus defense, is 
stimulated by the injection of double-stranded RNA (ribo
nucleic acid) of both natural and synthetic forms. This was 
extended to work with humans in a collaborative project be
tween the Merck Institute of Therapeutic Research and the 
Sloan Kettering Institute for Cancer Research . Hilleman C5 ) of 
Merck reported on this at the Third International Symposium 
on Medical and Applied Virology held recently in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida. The double-stranded ribonucleic acid, 
or Poly I :C as it is called, was fed intravenously to four pa
tients by Merck researchers. Two of the four patients devel
oped significant quantities of interferon. One developed a 
fever, but there were no other toxic side effects that could be 
clearly related to feeding the Poly I:C. Thus, a start was 
made which is as good or better than most initial attempts. 
It is worth noting that in addition to its ability to act as an 
antiviral agent by stimulating interferon production, Poly I: C 
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has been of interest because of evidence of antitumor activity 
in animals. This may or may not be due to the stimulation of 
interferon production. However, the increasing evidence that 
viruses cause many, if not most, forms of cancer would seelll 
to give some foundation to the possibility that the stimulation 
of interferon production may be another approach which will 
help achieve the ultimate goal of control of cancer in man. 
Certainly, it deserves inclusion in the overall research plan 
directed at this goal along with vaccines, 1-aparaginase, var
ious chemotherapeutic agents, radiation, and improved surgi
cal techniques where applicable. 

SUMMARY 

Although there is inadequate confirmation of a maJo 
breakthrough in the retardation of aging, there are a numbe 
of beneficial things which can be done. Some of these have 
been briefly reviewed under the engineering headings "Pre
ventive Maintenance," "Parts Replacement," and "Corrosion 
Inhibition." Sufficient information is presented to show tha 
there have been a number of advances in each area. These, 
and others that are sure to come, provide a future that i 
filled with hope for a longer life with better command o 
one's faculties. It is a reward worth striving to achieve. 
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"PROBLEMS IN MANAGING THE PUBLIC DEBT II" 

Edward F. Thompson 

Read Before "The Egyptians," February 19, 1970 

The first paper read on this subject was by Ralph Hon 
many years ago. The writer read his first paper on this subject 
on October 17, 1963. Much water has flowed under the dam 
since these papers, and we still have a formidable public debt 
on our hands. The tables for this paper have gone back to 
1960 so we may have a complete picture of the history of 
the public debt during the "roaring" sixties, as economists 
are wont to call the past decade. 

The entire decade was characterized by an exceedingly 
strong demand for all types of credit, which resulted in two 
severe credit crunches in 1966 and again in 1969. Monetary 
policy was used as the major weapon against the inflationary 
rise in prices, wages, and production until the advent of the 
Nixon Administration, when fiscal policy also was thrown 
into the breach. The Congress and the Johnson Administra
tion were reluctant to raise taxes and pare Federal expendi
tures in an effort to contain or limit inflationary pressures in 
the economy. These repercussions resulted in a very tight 
money market during the past few years, and interest rates 
rose to the highest level on fixed income securities since 1858. 

There has been a notable increase in the major categories 
of the interest bearing public debt. Total debt of all kinds 
increased $68.488 million, and the major components were as 
follows: total marketable issues up $42.262 million, U.S. Sav
ings bonds up $4.167 million, and special issues plus $21.891 
million. It is interesting to note the rise in Savings Bonds in 
spite of an increase in the rate only from 2.90% to 4.15% in 
1965. The present Congress approved an increase to 5% in 
December, 1969. The large increase in the marketable issues 
is for the large budgetary deficits necessary to finance the 
Vietnam War, the Space program, and the "Great Society" 
program of the former Johnson Adrnanistration. The increase 
in the special issues represent primarily the increased tax 
payments into the Social Security Funds. 
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Interest Bearing Public Debt 

(In Millions of Dollars) 

Treasury Interest 
Total u.s. Bonds Depos- Foreign 

Fiscal Marketable Savings Investment itory Series Special Bearing 

Year Issues Bonds Series Bonds Securities Issues Debt 

1960 183.845 47.544 6.783 170 -0- 44.899 283.241 

1961 187.148 47.514 5.830 117 19 45.043 285.672 

1962 196.072 47.607 4.727 138 .960 44.939 294.442 

1963 205.508 48.314 3.921 103 1.307 44.801 301.954 

1964 206.489 49.299 3.546 103 1.292 46.627 307.357 

1965 208.695 50.043 3.256 59 2.410 48.650 313.113 

1966 209.127 50.537 2.692 44 1.911 51.120 315.431 

1967 210.672 51.213 2.589 45 1.611 56.155 322.286 

1968 226.592 51.712 2.516 30 4.023 59.526 344.401 

1969 226.107 51.711 2.459 28 4.634 66.790 351.729 

Source: Treasury Bulletin, December, 1969 

Marketable public issues are the largest segment of the 
total debt. They are the issues traded in the large over-the
counter market in U. S. Government securities. They consist 
of Treasury Bills due within one year, Treasury Certificates 
due within thirteen months (none outstanding since 1967), 
Treasury Notes with a maturity of seven years, and Treasury 
Bonds with a maturity of five years or more. It is interesting 
to note that this category has declined since 1965 due to the 
ceiling of 4.25% on Treasury Bonds established by Congress. 
Major increases in the marketable issues are in Bills plus 
$34.941 million and Notes plus $27.463 million. 

If we examine the figures for November, 1969, Bills out
standing now total $81.914 million and Notes are up to 
$85.414 million. It is necessary for the Treasury Department 
to borrow large sums of short term funds in the first half of 
its fiscal year, pending the receipt of tax payments in the 
second half. The large increase in Notes is due primarily to 
the use of this device to raise longer term funds in view of 
the continued ceiling of 4.25% on Bonds, and reluctance of 

the Congress to remove or raise it. 
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Marketable Public Issues 

(In Millions of Dollars) 
Fiscal Year Bills Certificates Notes Bonds Total 

1960 33.415 17.650 51.483 81.297 183.845 
1961 36.723 13.338 56.257 80.830 187.148 
1962 42.036 13.547 65.464 75.025 196.072 
1963 47.230 22.169 52.145 81.964 203.508 
1964 50.740 -0- 67.284 88.464 206.488 
1965 53.665 -0- 52.549 102.481 208.695 
1966 54.929 1.652 50.649 101.897 209.127 
1967 58.535 5.610 49.108 97.418 210.672 
1968 64.440 -0- 71.073 91.079 226.592 
1969 68.356 -0- 78.946 78.805 226.107 

Source: Treasury Bulletin, December, 1969 

One of the most perplexing problems in debt manage
ment is the maturity distribution and the average length of 
the marketable public issues. These issues increased $42.262 
million during the past decade. Yet the average maturity is 
now 4 years, compared with 4 years 4 months at the beginning 
of the decade. The average maturity at the close of December, 
1969, was 3 years 8 months. The greatest increase during the 
1960's has been in the one year category. The Treasury De
partment has increased vastly the amount of Treasury Bills 
outstanding, which have found a ready demand by banks, 
corporations, and recently individuals attracted by the exceed
ingly high rates offered by this type of obligation. The ma
turity distribution and average length of the debt are sum
marized as follows: 
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Maturity Distribution and Average 
Length 

Marketable Public Issues 

(In Millions of Dollars) 

Amount · Maturity Classes 

Fiscal out- Within 1-5 5-10 10-20 20 Years Average 

Year standing 1 Year Years Years Years and over Length 

1960 183.845 70.467 72.844 20.246 12.630 7.658 4 Yrs. 4 Mos. 

1961 187.148 81.120 58.400 26.435 10.233 10.960 4 Yrs. 6 Mos. 

1962 196.072 88.442 57.041 26.049 9.319 15.221 4 Yrs. 11 Mos. 

1963 203.508 85.294 58.026 37.385 8.360 14.444 5 Yrs. 1Mo. 

1964 206.489 ·81.424 65.453 34.929 8.355 16.328 5 Yrs. oMos. 

1965 208.695 87.637 56.198 39.169 8.449 17.241 5 Yrs. 4 Mos. 

1966 209.127 89.136 60.933 33.596 8.439 17.023 4 Yrs. 11 Mos. 

1967 210.672 89.648 71.424 24.378 8.425 16.797 4 Yrs. 7 Mos. 

1968 226.592 106.407 64.470 30.754 8.407 16.553 4 Yrs. 2 Mos. 

1969 226.107 103.910 62.770 34.837 8.374 16.217 4 Yrs. oMos. 

Source: Treasury Bulletin, December, 1969 

Tables are' also in use to de~ote the ownership of the 
public debt, or at least the · amount of public issues held by 
private irivesto:i:s. The major commercial banks submit month
ly reports on all Treasury issues' at the close of each month. 
The major insurance companies, government dealers, and 
others also supply this information to' the Treasury Depart-

ment. 
Even though holdings of commercial banks reveal only a 

decline of $400 million during the decade, nevertheless there 
were drastic changes during the interim. These holdings 
reached a peak in 1962 of $65.1 million, and a low of $54.8 
million during the credit crunch of 1966. Most major banks 
were forced to liquidate the bulk of their secondary reserves 
during this crunch. This fact also prevailed during the past 
year, when liquidity reached a low point not only in the 
banking system but also among many major corporations. 

Insurance companies also liquidated large amounts of 
government issues, attracted by the better yields prevailing in 
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the mortgage loan and corporate bond 
are off almost $5 billion O h h markets. Their holdings 

h 
. · n t e ot er ha d · d' ·d 

to t eir holdings $6 7 .11. n m IVl uals added · rm IOn, attracted b h h' 
term rates available on Treasu B'll y t e Igher short 
State and local governments t ryk I s and Treasury Notes. 
$8.5 million in addi't' 1 T oo on approximately another 

wna reasury · h' 
vestors added another $6 6 'll' Issues, w lle other in-. mi IOn. 

Ownership of !Public Issues by Private Investors 

(Par Values in Billions of !Dollars) 

State Foreign Other Total 
Indi- Ins. Mutual Cor- & & In- Privately 

Fiscal Com'! vid- Com- Savings pora- Local Inter- vest- Held 
Year Banks uals panies Banks tions Govt. nat'l ors Issues 

1960 55.3 69.7 12.0 6.6 19.5 18.8 12.3 12.5 206.7 
1961 62.5 64.6 11.4 6.3 18.5 19.3 12.7 12.7 208.0 
1962 65.1 65.7 11.3 6.2 18.2 20.1 14.1 13.6 214.3 
1963 64.3 66.0 10.9 6.0 18.7 21.4 15.8 15.1 218.2 
1964 60.2 68.8 10.8 5.8 18.9 22.5 15.6 15.8 218.3 
1965 58.2 70.9 10.5 5.6 15.3 24.1 15.7 16.8 217.1 
1966 54.8 73.1 9.6 5.0 14.2 24.5 15.4 16.9 213.4 
1967 55.5 70.9 8.6 4.1 11.1 24.9 14.9 17.9 207.7 
1968 59.8 74.2 8.1 3.9 13.0 26.6 12.9 20.8 219.2 
1969 54.9 76.4 7.7 3.3 15.1 27.3 11.1 19.1 214.8 

Source: Treasury Bullet' D m, ecember, 1969. 

Perhaps the most controversial bl . 
agement policies is the t d pr? em m the debt man-

h 
remen ous me . h 

c arges on the public debt Th h rease m t e interest 
of $9.316 million at the b. . :se c arges range from a low 
million in 1969 . eg~nmng of the decade to $17.087 

. , or an mcrease of $7 771 . 
maJor factors in this increase (I) . h . million. Of the 
public issues outstand' d . IS ~ e enormous rise in the 
tight monetary policies I:Jo t~~nbg this period, and (2) the 
to curtail the inflation . hp y the Federal Reserve Board 

m t e econom B h f 
to the financing problems for th y. ot actors contribute e Treasury Department. 
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Interest Charge on Public Issues 

(In Millions of Dollars) 

Fiscal 
Public Debt 

Computed Annual 
Computed Annual 

Year 
outstanding 

Interest Charge 
Interest Rate 

1960 
283.241 9.316 

3.297% 

1961 
285.672 

8.761 
3.072% 

294.442 
3.239% 

1962 
9.519 

1963 
301.954 10.119 

3.360% 

1964 
307.357 10.900 

3.560% 

1965 
313.113 

11.467 
3.678% 

1966 
315.431 12.516 

3.988% 
4.039% 

1967 
322.286 12.953 

1968 
344.401 15.404 

4.499% 

1969 
351.729 17.087 

4.891% 

Source: Treasury Bulletin, December, 1969. 

A table is also submitted for the computed interest rate on 
the marketable issues. The interest rate on Bills is almost 
double what it was at the beginning of the decade. The 
interest rate on Notes also shows a major increase. This is 
due primarily to the fact that Congress in 1967 extended the 
maturity of Notes from 5 to 7 years in an effort to facilitate 
the financing needs of the Treasury Department. It is a 
definite recognition of the financing problem with the 4Y4% 
ceiling on Bonds, which it is reluctant to remove. 

Since the authorization of the longer Notes by Congress, 
the Treasury Department has used 7 different issues with pro
gressively higher coupons to attract funds out into the over 
five year maturity bracket. All these efforts have been more 
or less in vain, as each issue plummeted to a discount shortly 
after issuance. Maybe we shall h ave a different goal with the 
offering of three issues bearing 8% or higher in the February, 

1970 refunding operation. 

Computed Interest Rate on M k bl I ar eta e ssues 

(In Millions of Dollars) 

Fiscal 
Year Bills Certificates Notes Bonds Total 

1960 3.815 4.721 4.058 2.639 3.449 
1961 2.584 3.073 3.704 2.829 3.063 
1962 2.926 3.377 3.680 3.122 3.285 
1963 3.081 3.283 3.921 3.344 3.425 
1964 3.729 -0- 3.854 3.471 3.659 
1965 4.064 -0- 3.842 3.642 3.800 
1966 4.845 4.851 4.321 3.655 4.134 
1967 4.360 5.250 4.764 3.686 4.165 
1968 5.711 -0- 5.294 3.681 4.757 
1969 6.508 -0- 5.668 3.722 5.232 

Source : Treasury B 11 t" u em, December, 1969. 

As a good example of th" 
financing of the February 15Is 1~roblem, let. us consider the 
the Treasury Department. It has 70 re~u.nding operation of 
of $4.381 million of 4% B d matunties on February 15 
Bonds due March 15 oB hon. s and $2.280 million of 2II. % . Ot ISSUeS / 2 o 
operation to keep fro . were combined into one 

m commg to th 
two separate deals. The bulk of h ~ money market with 
public and it is necessary t b t. ese ISsues are held by the 
t d ootamth · o cut own on the attrition h" h . e maXImum exchange 
of the amount held by hold;s I~ I~ ~he paying off in cash 
c~ange. If the attrition is too lar e n~llmg to accept the ex
Will need to come agai·n . t h g ' e Treasury Departinent 

mot e mark t · 
care of the attrition Co e to rruse funds to take 
h · upon rates m tu · · 

t e exchange are as follows: ' a ntles, and results of 
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Exchange Refunding 

(In Millions of Dollars) 

Issues 
PubliC 

Trust Funds 
Total Exchanged 

.292 
2.199 

8.25 o/o due 8-15-71 
1.90'7 

1.484 .287 
1.771 

8.125% due 8-15-73 

8.00 o/o due 2-15-77 
1.364 .458 

1.822 

- - -
Total 

4.755 1.037 
5.792 

source: Bankers Trust Co. Monetary Indices, dated FebruarY 

13, 1970. 

This is only the first major hurdle in the marketing 
P"''"'' foe the Tcea.ucy Dep"tment in 1970. It lace' ,ub
stantial refundings in May, August, November, plus two 
weekly and monthly bill auctions. It will be necessary to 
raise new money by borrowing $1.750 million in early March 
and another $1.5 million or $2 billion in April in anticipation 
of tax collections. These borrowings will probably be in the 
form of tax anticipation bills due in either June or September, 
1970, or in the form of strip bills. These obligations will be 
hopefully retired from tax receipts at maturity. 

Mention is already made of the sharp rise in interest rates 
to finance the public debt during the past decade. In fact, 
interest rates on U . S. Treasury issues reached the highest 
level since 1858. This represents an added cost to carrying 
the now enormous Federal debt. The table below shows 
graphically the sharp rise in interest rates in all sectors of the 
U . S. Government market. These charts are from the Federal 
Reserve Chart book. Short term interest rates rose higher in 
the summer and fall of 1929 when the call money rate on 
brokers' loans reached 18 to 20%. But this rate did not per· 

meate the bond sector of the markets. 
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Federal Reserve Policy 

This paper will not attempt to delve into this subject 
during the past decade, as it would necessitate another paper. 
In the previous paper this section said in part: "As the Treas
ury is the largest borrower in the money market, the Federal 
Reserve Bank plays a significant role as a banker for the com
mercial banks and for the Treasury, as well as the monetary 
authority for the nation as a whole. It exerts a powerful in
fluence on the volume of member bank reserves." 

The Federal Reserve Banks implement monetary policy 
primarily through these devices: (l) changes in the discount 
rate, (2) changes in member banks reserve requirements, (3) 
changes in open market operations or holdings of U. S. Gov
ernment securities, and ( 4) moral suasion. All of these tools 
have been used during the past decade from time to time, 
resulting in the very restrictive monetary policy now in effect 
since December, 1968. The discount rate was changed in three 
moves by quick succession to 6% in April, 1969, the highest 
since the fall of 1929. In spite of this high rate, credit demands 
were not stopped, and short term interest rates quickly sur
passed this rate. 

Changes in U. S. Government secuntres by the open 
market committee are the most direct means available to 
sustain Federal Reserve Policy. During this ten year period 
these holdings have more than doubled from $26.523 million 
to $54.095 million, an increase of $27.572 million. The ma
turity distribution indicates that approximately 60% are held 
within the one year maturity range, consisting mainly of 
Treasury Bills. Repurchase agreements with U. S. Govern
ment security dealers are also held within the short term 
category as these notes are due within 15 days as a rule. 
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Fiscal 
Year 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 

Maturity Distribution of U S G 
· · overnment 

securities held by Federal Reserve Banks 

Cln Millions of Dollars) 

Within 
1 Year 
19.387 
14.678 
17.199 
21.492 
18.028 
27.102 
26.879 
31.782 
38.435 
32.296 

1-5 
Years 
5.687 

10.268 
10.031 
8.306 

14.691 
10.138 
13.593 
13.407 
7.737 
7.691 

5-10 
Years 
1.178 
2.141 
2.219 
2.057 
1.836 
1.489 
1.312 
1.014 
5.470 

13.447 

Over 10 
Years 
.271 
.166 
.214 
.172 
.239 
.371 
.385 
.516 
.588 
.661 

Source: T 
reasury Bulletin-July, 1969. 

Total 
Amount 
26.523 
27.253 
29.663 
32.027 
34.794 
39.100 
42.169 
46.719 
52.230 
54.095 

Under Regulation Q th F d 
the commercial banks to ~. e eral Reserve Banks allowed 
recently and on time c ~af~ rgher rates of interest on savings 
I h er .. rcates of de · f 1 t as also recently a d . posrt o arge amounts. 
f h pprove an mcrea · h 
or t e building and 1 . . se m t e savings rates 
h . oan assocratrons · d 

t eu competitive positio . h h m or er to maintain 
n wrt t e commercial banks. 
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FiscaL PoLicy 

This term refers to the receipts and expenditures of the 
Federal government, and whether a surplus or deficit results 
from its operations. If expenditures exceed revenues, the 
Treasury Department frequently resorts to the creation of 
debt to finance the deficit, which is in itself inflationary, 

especially if it is bank created debt. 

A summary of fiscal operations of the Treasury Depart
ment indicates deficits of $60.471 million in eight out of the 
past ten years. The two years of surplus resulted in $3.505 
million. There is a surplus of $5.915 million projected for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1970. This projection is dependent 
upon a cooperative Congress, which will refrain from spending 
any larger amounts than the present budget calls for. 

An examination of the receipts and expenditures of the 
Federal government indicates how much the economy depends 
upon expenditures to maintain business conditions at a high 
level. Although receipts more than doubled in the past de
cade, expenditures have climbed as much, combined with the 
resulting deficits, which leaves no surplus to retire debt. The 
mammoth machine in Washington is frequently referred to 
as the "industrial-government complex," which refers to the 
tremendous expense for national defense amounting to $81.2 
million for the fiscal year June 30, 1969. Reductions are 
scheduled for the present fiscal year, as well as for 1971. 
provided the de-escalation of the Vietnam War proceeds on 

schedule. 
The Federal Reserve Bank almost single-handedly waged 

the fight against inflation with monetary policy during the last 
half of the 1960's. Former President Johnson failed to ask 
Congress to increase taxes in 1966, and only reluctantly pro
posed an increase in 1967, which was not passed until late in 
the session, giving very little relief in that year. It was only 
in 1969 fiscal year that receipts climbed sufficiently for fiscal 
policy, combined with the tight monetary policy, to have a 

direct effect upon the economy. 
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Summary of Fiscal Operations 

(In Millions of Dollars) 

Budget 
Fiscal Net Net Net Total Surplus+ 
Year Receipts Expenditures Lending Outlay or Deficit-

1960 92.492 90.341 1.882 92.223 + .269 
1961 94.389 96.597 1.198 97.795 3.406 
1962 99.676 104.462 2.351 106.813 7.137 
1963 106.560 111.456 .145 111.311 4.751 
1964 112.662 118.039 .545 118.584 5.922 
1965 116.833 117.181 1.249 118.430 1.596 
1966 130.856 130.82Q 3.832 .134.652 3.796 
1967 149.552 153.201 5.053 158.254 8.702 
1968 153.671 172.802 6.030 178.833 - 25.161 
1969 .187.792 183.080 1.476 184.556 + 3.236 
1970 Est. 198.775 191.890 .970 192.860 + 5.915 

Source: Treasury Bulletin-January' 1970. 

. . President Nixon reveals the first b d . . 
history to exceed $200 billion. M u get m the nation's 
of the Federal bureaucracy lucdh .pressure on most agencies 

di 
resu te m some . f 

expen tures, but total out . . panng o certain go IS estimated at $200 8 .11 . 
a new record. Total rece· t . · m1 wn 

h
. h 1P s are estunated t $202 1 · ' 

w IC leaves a modest 1 f a · million 
will certainly have t surplus o ~nly $1.3 million. Congres~ 
h

. o go a ong With ex d' t IS surplus. pen Itures to achieve 

. There is evidence that chan e . . 
mvolved in the years ah d Th g s m spendmg priorities are 
the prospects and fortu ea . f :lsel' shifts will certainly affect 

d 
nes o rru IOns of 1 

ustries as well If we . 
1 

our peop e and in-

f
. l · exarrune c osely th f Isca year we find th t . 1 e outgo or the next 

' a natwna d f b 
cuts, while medicare soci 1 .e ense ears the greatest 

. ' a secunty benefit d 
assistance amount to th . s, an public e greatest mcreases N t h . 
payments are now the n b h . · 

0 
e t at mterest 

h 
um er t ree 1 tem · 

no c ange from the . d' 1 . m expenses. It shows 
mor mate y high level reached in 1970. 
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The Annual Budget 

(In Billions of Dollars) 
June 30, June 30, 

Fiscal Year Ended 

Total Income 

oUTGO: 

National defense, including 
nuclear programs 

· economic aid International affalrs, 
Space programs 
Aid to agriculture 
Rivers, harbors, dams, etc. 

Postal deficit . 
Aid to transportation, b~smess 
Aid to housing, commuruty 

development 
Education . 
Manpower training, job servlces 
Medicare, other health programs 

Social Security benefits 

Aid to veterans 
Public assistance, familY 

allowances, food stamps 

Unemployment pay 
Civil service retirement 
Railroad Retirement, other 

"income security" progra~s 
Civilian and military pay ralse 

Interest payments 
All other spending 
Deduction of transactions 

among agencies that appear 
as spending above 

Total Outgo 

SURPLUS 

Source: U. S. Budget Bureau. 

June 30, 
1969 

(Actual) 

1970 1971 
(Estimate) (Estimate) 

187.8 199.4 202.1 

81.2 79.4 73.6 

3.8 4.1 3.6 

4.2 3.9 3.4 

6.2 6.3 5.4 

2.1 2.5 2.5 

.9 1.2 .4 

7.0 8.2 8.4 

2.0 3.0 3.8 

4.8 5.3 5.4 

2.0 2.3 2.8 

11.7 13.3 15.0 

26.8 29.8 33.6 

7.6 8.7 8.5 

4.6 5.8 7.3 

2.3 2.9 3.2 

1.8 2.8 3.2 

1.9 2.5 3.0 

.0 .2 1.4 

15.8 17.8 17.8 

2.9 3.9 5.3 

5.0 6.0 6.8 

-
184.6 197.9 200.8 

3.2 1.5 1.3 
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Summary 

The interest bearing public debt increased $98.488 mil
lion during the past decade. If the past is a guide to the 
future, we shall witness another substantial increase in the 
decade of the 1970's. 

Marketable public issues during the same period in
creased more than $40 billion, and the average length is now 
3 years eight months as of December, 1969. The Treasury 
is unable to finance through long term bond issues, due to the 
4V4% ceiling imposed by the Congress. As a consequence, a 
substantial portion of the debt increase is in one year rna· 
turities. 

Interest charges now amount to more than $17 billion 
annually, at an average computed rate of 4.891%. The sharpest 
increase in the rate is on Treasury Bills, due to the large 
amount outstanding and their sensitiveness to market factors. 

Fiscal operations reveal huge deficits in eight years and 
a surplus in only two years. The Vietnam war makes up the 
major factor of costs since our involvement around 1966. 

It is rather apparent that monetary policy alone can not 
stop the inflation spiral of the past decade. It is just as neces
sary to have fiscal responsibility in the White House as well 
as in the Congress. 

There is still small chance for any sizable reduction in 
expenditures even if the Vietnam War comes to a sudden 
halt. There are already many places to spend the money 
eliminated from national defense reductions. Among some of 
the projects proposed are the elimination of poverty, the 
eradication of pollution from our nation, a guaranteed annual 
income to low income groups, the renewal of our cities by 
replacing the ghettos and slums, and increased medicare and 
social security payments to the aged. 

Remember, that local governments will also spend anoth
er $125 billion in 1970 to provide the services of our state 
and local governments. This represents about a $10 billion 
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Th additional costs must 
di year ese l 

increase over the prece ndg tl: on at the local leve . 
h . crease taxa 

be met throug m . 'tments to the 
. ld Wlde commi . 

Another factor lS our wor lice chief of the free nanons 
ations to act as the po . back on these 

Western n C ess is cutnng d 
f h W orld Of course, ongr h of our national e-

o t e · 11 but muc h 
appropriations almost annua y, d forces and bases throug out 

· t · our anne 
f goes to main aiD ense . 

f h f ee nat10ns. 
many o t e r . tional monetary 

l ked the mterna h 
This paper has o~er oo lted in the devaluation of bot 

crises of the decade, whl~ ~::nch franc, plus several runs on 
the British pound and t e 

the dollar. l announced that 
f C merce recent y . 

The Department o om. . 1969 was the worst m our 
f a ments deficit m ood and serv-

our balance o p y are importing more g s d b 
history. It means that we. Our exports are hampere 1 ~ 

e exportmg. 1 resu t OI 
ices than we ar d high costs-large y as a 

hi h wages, an 
high taxes, ~ . of the past decade. 
the persistent Inflanon 
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--------------------·-
IN DEFENSE OF LAWYERS: 

SOME ANECDOTES OF THE LAW 

By WALTER P. ARMSTRONG, JR. 

Read Before "THE EGYPTIANs," March 19, 1970 

One of the heaviest crosses which a lawyer has to bear 
is the constant derogation of his profession by laymen under 
the guise of humor. Whatever wit originally inhered in the 
story of the lawyer who swam unscathed through the school of 
sharks due to professional courtesy, or that which hinges upon 
the inability of St. Peter to sue the devil because of the lack 
of lawyers in his jurisdiction, disappears with repetition ad 
nauseam. Laymen apparently do not understand why when 
they publicly refer to lawyers as "shysters" the reaction of 
counsel is somewhat like that of the Virginian. Doctors, for
merly joyfully hailed as "sawbones" and accused of burying 
their mistakes, have somehow overcome this handicap and 
are now pictured in the public mind, even though they may 
specialize in neurosurgery or dermatology, as driving an old 
fashioned buggy in a perpetual moonlight race with the 
stork. The legal profession, however, despite the fact it has 
contributed more to our history than any other and produced 
no more than its share of reprobates, remains the accepted 
and acceptable butt of public ridicule. 

Why this should be so is difficult to fathom. Apparently 
it is based upon the assumption that lawyers deliberately ob
fuscate everything they deal with, so as to take advantage of 
their clients by making the simple appear complex. This atti
tude can be traced at least as far back as the Gospel according 
to St. Luke, where it is written: 

"Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away 
the key of knowledge; you did not enter yourselves, 
and you hindered those who were entering." ( 11: 52) 

This, no doubt, is why Sir Thomas Mose excluded them 
from his utopia, saying: 

"They have no lawyers among them, for they 
consider them as a sort of people whose profession it 
is to disguise matters." 
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note of bitterness when 
And Coleridge injected an extra 

h D il's thoughts: 
he imagined t e ev . on a dunghill 

"He saw a lawyer killing a Vlper 

h d by his own stable; . . d f 
ar . . t him m mm o 

A d the Devil snuled, for lt pu 
. n d his brother Abel." 

Cam, an l"ttle less trenchant in 

B 
. ·n Franklin is only a 1 enpm1 , 

"Poor Richard's Almanac ; d h Behold\ a 
d now an t en, 

"God works won ers 
honest man." h 

lawyer, an . dl is reported to ave 
1 Johnson, a km y man, 

Dr. Samue 1 l"ghtly to him: 
f known on y s 1 

said o one k ·n of any person 
"I would be loathe to sp~a b~t I am afraid he 

whom I do not know deserves lt, 

" is an attorney. l "t 
with his usual live y Wl : 

And Oscar Wilde, t wrest from re-
b been known o f 

"Lawyers ave d" t of acquittal or 
. . . hant ver lC s h 

luctant Junes tnump h lients as often ap-
. when t ose c ' , 

their clients, even d "stakably innocent. 
1 ly an unml f 

pens, were c ear d took to have one o 
. bl W S Gilbert un er . 

The inim1ta e · · k for the profess1on: 
his many engaging characters spea or 

, honest man 
"Whether you re an . 
whether you're a thief 
Depends on whose solicitor has given 

a brief." ( h" h 
me . melancholy catalogue w lC 

And finally in thls radthder almost indefinitely) our own 
h be exten e 

could, owever, 1 Sandburg has inquired: 
contemporary Car a secret singing when a 

"Why is there always 

lawyer cashes in?" r 
hearse horse snicker hau mg a 

"Why does a 

lawyer away?" 1 Suffice to say 
against awyers. 

So much for the case bl body of precedent sup-
t be a respecta e lly un-

that there appears 0 r ars cheats, genera 
. the position that they are 1 ' 

portmg 
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trustworthy, deliberately misleading and out to line their 
own pockets at the expense of their clients. Of course, these 
precedents will not bear close examination or analysis, for 
most of them are not founded in fact but in literary conceit, 
and they originate not as valid criticisms of lawyers' actions 
or reputation but as speeches in plays or witticisms in books 
or conversation which have and are intended to have no re
lationship to reality. Their purpose is to amuse, not to in
struct. And yet unfortunately many unthinking people accept 
these statements at their face value. Books are written about 
"How to Avoid Probate," "How to Avoid Lawyers," and "The 
Trouble With Lawyers," to name only a few, which gather 
together beween their covers all of the reprehensible actions 
on the part of individual lawyers which can be collected over 
the entire history of the profession. The picture which they 
paint is shocking; but so would be a picture of the ministry 
painted under the same circumstances, as witness Sinclair 
Lewis "Elmer Gantry." But no one accepts Gantry as a 
typical minister, while many readers accept the characters 
portrayed in these sensational books as typical lawyers. 

Let me take one example from my own experience. A 
prominent and successful local businessman has had a number 
of signs printed with poster size letters reading, "Let's Kill 
All the Lawyers - Shakespeare." One of these he displays 
behind his desk; the others he has given to friends, many of 
whom do likewise. To them it is a great joke, and they fail 
to understand why I do not appreciate it. Probably, they hint, 
because I have no sense of humor. 

This particular businessman, I know of my own knowl
edge, has only the highest regard for his own attorney, for I 
have heard him speak of him in glowing terms. It is the pro
fession which he does not respect, and which he looks upon 
as a perhaps necessary but certainly vexatious evil, without 
which humanity would be much better off. He, therefore, 
sees nothing harmful but only amusement in saying so. But if i 
were to display in my office a sign reading "Help Stamp Out 
Motels" I suspect he would find it highly offensive. 

As a matter of fact Shakespeare did not suggest that all 
lawyers should be killed. On the contrary, he put the speech 
in the mouth of one of his characters who rejoices in 

59 



d ho is portrayed as an 
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in this which prev:n~s hn~ed:cated. In fact, their common 

f 
. d ·th those similarly . . e spirit of con-

nen s Wl ether Ill a umqu b 
dedication brings themhtogd ·te the quotations given a ove, 
.. 1.ty And that is w y, espl T d who himself ex-

VIVla 1 · H · n wee , 
I agree with the .. late h. ~r~: found in his fellow members 

}" fied the quahtieS W lC 
emp 1 .d 
of the bar. He sal : w·th all their 

. . n of lawyers. 1 
"I have a high opiUlO . those in every other 

k well agamst k •th 
faults, they stac up. he are better to wor WI ' 
occupation or professlD~· T Jrink with, than most other 

la with or fight With or 
or p y k. d" 
varieties of man Ill . d d ·ntroduction to 

f rather exten e 1 f h . 
Which is by way o ou tonight. Because o t eli 

hat I really want to say to y gregate together tend to 
w hen they con . ce 
conviviality, lawyers wd . their professional expenen d. 

b t ·nci ents Ill · 1· ses an tell stories a ou 1 the date on then lCen . 
A d when the period between t stretch toward thn~Y 

n 1 d has begun o T . ht Ill 
the current ca en ar h tend to reminisce. omg 
years as it has in my case, \ e~ ld like to pretend that you 
the time remaining to me s ouys and regale you with some 

f my fellow attorne 
are a groupo 
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of my favorite anecdotes of the law. There is only one dif
ference; at least until the conclusion of these remarks, I 
shall do all the talking. 

I suppose that the place to begin is with my father. He 
was a lawyer's lawyer in every sense of the word; never hap
pier than when he was in the courtroom trying a case. And 
yet he never lost that moment of tense anticipation just before 
the trial began. I was interested to read in a recent biography 
of Lord Birkett, one of the greatest advocates at the British 
bar, that even at the end of his distinguished career when his 
clerk removed his gown for him after a trial the shirt beneath 
was always damp with nervous perspiration. No lawyer ever 
becomes entirely attuned to the tension of the courtroom; if he 
did, no doubt he would lose much of his effectiveness. It is 
this very pitting of opposing forces which is the heart of 
advocacy and which makes it most effective. 

My father was on the debating team at Yale and stood 
high in his class in Yale Law School; but neither his natural 
abilities nor his excellent training accounted entirely for his 
success. The truth of the matter is that he married the boss's 
daughter. Upon his graduation in 1908 he came directly to 
Memphis and went into practice with my maternal grand
father, St. John Waddell. Mr. Waddell was attorney for the 
Levee district, and I am told on good authority that he par
ticipated in many a poker game on the old Kate Adams, and 
seldom emerged loser. He died in 1927 and I, only eleven at 
the time, remember him only as a distinguished elderly 
gentleman who somewhat resembled Mark Twain. 

Four years after the marriage of my mother and father I 
arrived on the scene, just in time for World War I. As I 
grew up I watched my father prepare his cases and listened 
to him practice his addresses to the jury, and it all seemed 
to me to be tremendously glamorous and important, but, at the 
same time, a little frightening, too. I wasn't at all sure that 
I wanted to be a lawyer; with no television and, therefore, 
no Perry Mason, I was still a little uncertain as to what 
actually happened in this strange world into which my father 
disappeared every day. He talked very little about his work at 
home; but he loved a good story, and particularly one which 
turned upon an apt phrase or use of language, and could 
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not resist repeating it after dinner in the cool and comfort of 
the evening. I listened avidly to them all, and learned to 
repeat them verbatim. I can not repeat them all here as some 
are too long and complicated, some depend upon technical 
knowledge for their point, and some have become outdated. 
But perhaps you will grant me nostalgic license for two or 
three, which I hope amuse you as they do me. 

One of his favorites concerned a certain lawyer who hap
pened to be bald. During the argument of a case in the Court 
of Appeals he continually went completely outside the rec
ord, reciting as facts matters of which there had been no 
vestige of proof at the trial. Finally his opponent could 
stand it no longer. Interrupting, he said : 

"Your Honor, if in the days of Ananias and 

Sapphira, a man had made statements such as my op

ponent has made here today, the Lord would have 

struck him dead. Apparently today he merely strikes 

him bald-headed." 

Then there was the tale of the lawyer from a little 
country town in Mississippi who had a case in the Supreme 
Court of the United States, in the days when the standard 
attire for that Court was a cutaway coat and striped morning 
trousers. Having none of these, the country lawyer took with 
him to Washington the most formal garment which he 
possessed, an old frock coat, and appeared in it the morning of 
the hearing. Having nothing better to do while waiting for 
their cases to be called, the city lawyers began kidding him 
unmercifully, saying that he could not possibly prevail in an 
outfit like that. He responded that he had nothing else to 
wear, and argued his case just as forcefully when his turn 
came as though he had been properly clad. 

A few weeks after his return to Mississippi he received 
in the mail the opinion of the Court deciding the case against 
him. He promptly forwarded it to his client with the follow
ing covering letter: 
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"Dear John, 

I am enclosing h · h h U . d S ereWit t e decision of th 
mte tates Supreme Court . e 

to advise you that we lost it I I~ y~ukr case. I regret 
city 1 . . on t now why· the 
ha awyers m Washington say it's because I didn't 

ve a cutaway coat and t . d 
don't know h h . . s npe morning trousers. I 

w et er this IS true or not· b . ' 
ter reason than you'll fi d h . ' ut Its a bet-

n anyw ere m the opinion." 
The costume of the Court has cha 

those who contend th t h nged, but there are 
improved little if any. a t e soundness of its reasoning has 

The old fashioned orator · h h. 
used to woo the . . 1 y Wit w Ich the country lawyers 
C JUry IS a so a thing of th 
o~rts were seldom persuaded b i e. past. Appeal 

fascmating to listen to d f yh t but sometimes found it 
certain advocate who ' an m.y lat er was fond of telling of a 

was particu arly gifted . h. 
argued his case with s h B. b . m t Is respect. He 
it against him with re~c t am oyance that the Court decided 
to rehear although .t u~ adnce, and when he filed a petition 
h ' I raise no new is 

appy expectation of hea . f h sues, granted it in the 
· d nng urt er argu 0 h pomte day the attorney d ment. n t e ap-

opened his homily with :bpefarlel a~ the bar of the Court and 
e 0 OWing words: 

"I come before you like John h B . . 
wilderness crying 'R y i R t e aptist m the 

epent e. epent Ye!' " 
Whereupon one of the J d 

lore than his fell . . u ges more versed in biblical 
ows, mquued: 

B t
."I ..,,~rust you know what happened 

ap Istr to John the 

Quick as a Bash, the advocate replied: 

"I do, Your Honor, he lost his head over a harlot 
But I trust Your H · 
influences." onors are not susceptible to such 

My father was an an lo h.l d 
visit England he wo ld g dp hi e, a~ whenever he would 
1" . u spen ours m th L d 
Istenmg to the exch f e on on Courts 

judge; for they are a:ge Io ;epart~e between counsel and th~ 
uc 1 reer m commenting upon each 
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H "ally liked the b h · than we are e espeo 
other's courtroom e aVl~r d h f.ter hearing the opening 
caustic comment of o~e )~ ~e _w oh\ "ts vehicle was parked 
statements by each side l~SlStl_ng t a 1 
when the other ran into It, sa~d: 

"I take it, then, that this is the ~su~, case of a 
collision between two stationary vehicles. 

h . to be critical of 
While British judges do not esitate h . dge is re-

. l t one case where t e JU 
counsel, there IS at eas ll . . 1 f himself Noted for his 
ported to have ~een eq~a y l~ritlc~l o enough ~o be overheard 
habit of muttenng to himse h oud y mment soon after the 
at the counsel table, he was ear to ~o owned barrister in 
beginning of the argument of a new y g 

his court: 
. f l" "This young man IS a oo . 

d h . ud e began to follow 
A the argument progresse , t e J g . 

it mor; and more closely, and soon was heard ~~ mutter. 

"He's not such a fool as I thought. 
. h l ned back in his chair 

Fin~lly, _at the concl~l~, h:ar~a clearly throughout the 
and agam hls words cou 

courtroom: , 
"It is I who have been the fool. . 

. . are more addicted to the rapler 
Our Bnnsh brethren f own favorites which I 

than the broadsword, andd hone ol"kmJ had he kno~ it, deals 
father woul ave 1 e h" 

am sure my h" h e judge brought upon Im-
with the retort courteous w lC on , ent· 

. t the close of counsel s argum . 
self by commentmg a 

"I have listened carefully to what you have to 

say and I am none the wiser." 
"I know m'lord," counsel replied, "but I trust 

, d" 
that you are better informe . 

. 11 y father wrote me 
Wh I was a freshman m co ege, m f 

en . . out all of the disadvantages o 
a lengthy letter pmn:mg d . f lly over the next four 

. . 1 I considere It care u l" 1 
pract1cmg aw. H d L School I was pecu 1ar Y 
years and then entered arvar fawthe great~ of a former gen-

. · · g as many o 
fortunate m my _tmun , . hile at the same time a new 
eration were snll teachmg, w . man of whom are 
generation of teachers was emergmg, y 
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among the greats of today. Samuel Williston and Joey Beal 
had just retired but were still on campus. Frankfurter left dur
ing my first year to join the Supreme Court. But I had the 
benefit of studying under such men as Zachiria Chafee, who 
delighted in telling of the inventor who patented a new kind 
of corset and then slept on his rights; Roscoe Pound, who was 
so nearsighted that he could not see beyond the first row, in 
the center of which I was alphabetically placed; "Bull" Warren, 
who locked the door of his classroom promptly when the bell 
rang and would let no one in or out until the class was over; 
and Eddie Morgan, who knew each of his pupils by sight 
and name so that it was impossible to evade being called upon 
by sitting in the back row of his class. At first I looked upon 
these distinguished professors as somewhat eccentric; then 
I realized that they all had one thing in common, they would 
go to any extreme to catch and hold the interest of their 
students. This led to some humorous situations, only two of 
which I will take the time to describe. \ 

Austin Wakefield Scott is probably the greatest authority 
on trusts that ever lived. He was also a great teacher, as many 
generations of his students can testify. I had the advantage of 
studying under him for two years, and gained much from it. 
The incident which I remember, however, has nothing to do 
with trusts. One day in class he called upon a student by name 
who turned out to be a brawny football type still wearing a 
sweater bearing the initial letter of the college from which he 
had graduated. Overawed, however, by Professor Scott, he rose 
shakily to his feet and proceeded to state the case in a voice 
little above a whisper and completely inaudible more than a 
few rows away. Whereupon Scotty left the lecture platform, 
came all the way down the aisle to where he was standing, 
took one of his hands between both of his, and, looking up at 
him with a beatific smile, said: 

"Shall we keep this among ourselves or shall we 
let the others in on it?" 

One of the best known eccentrics on campus in my day 
was "Red" McLaughlin, his soubriquet being due to the color 
of his hair. His particular foible was never to wear a coat 
even in the coldest weather, to run everywhere he went at 
top speed, and to enter his office by leaping through the win-
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dow rather than in the more conventional manner through 
the door. One day he was explaining to his class the law of 
ferae naturae, and by way of illustration was impelled to tell 
the story of the American who went fox hunting and strayed 
away from the other hunters only to spy the fox running close 
ahead of him. In his excitement he couldn't for the life of him 
remember what he was supposed to do under these circum
stances, and so instead of shouting "Tally Ho!" in the best 
British tradition, he called out "There goes the red-headed 
son of a bitch." The story raised a mild laugh, but not nearly 
such a one as resulted a few minutes later when class was 
over and as Professor McLaughlin trotted down the aisle one 
of the students called after him, "Tally Ho!" 

I received a draft deferment to finish law school, and prac
ticed for six months in my father's office before entering the 
army ten days before Pearl Harbor. Nothing much happened 
during that period, but at least it did give me a taste of the 
law. Some of the elder statesmen of the local bar still occa
sionally appeared in court, although some of the more no
torious had already disappeared. I have always been sorry that 
I was too late to know one local character, who is said to 
have represented his own wife in her divorce case against him, 
and who once reportedly applied for a continuance on the 
ground that counsel for the plaintiff was drunk. When asked 
who represented the plaintiff, he unabashedly admitted that 
he did. Shortly before my graduation from law school the 
local bar took up a collection and bought him a one way 
ticket to Honolulu, where when last heard of he was still 
happily practicing. My last contact was a card some years 
ago announcing the opening of a new office and bearing the 
following legend: 

"Office hours 11 a.m. to 12 a.m. and 2 p.m. to 
3 p.m. Champagne served to all clients." 

Among those who remained when I came to the bar was 
Ralph Davis, once the most colorful criminal lawyer of this 
part of the country. I remember him as an elderly man, quite 
hard of hearing, with a mane of white hair hanging down to 
his shoulders, whose diminutive statue was increased by the 
high heel shoes which he invariably wore. I recall that once 
I was waiting in court when the clerk in course of calling the 
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docket reached a case in which . 
defendant. He rose to hi·s ~"e t . h Mr. Davis represented the 
. 1 r' e Wit great d" . 
mvo ved explanation of h h Ignity and began an 
· w Y e was not read b · mg to an application fo . y, o vwusly lead-
g h r a contmuance Ha d1 h d h 

un w en the judge stopped him . . . r y a e be-
~o necessity to go on as neither th ' )o~nt~ng out ~hat there was 
m court. Mr. Davis took e p amtiff nor his counsel was 
his whole demeanor cha a dm~men~ to a~sorb this fact, then 
height of slightl ngfie . rawmg himself up to his full 
h y over ve feet d h 

s oulders, he announced: an t rowing back his 

"Your Honor h d f 
plaintiff." ' t e e ense is ready. Call the 

Another of the old ti 
h b" f mers was Will C h a It o citing as authorit avett, w o had the 
s:emed to have know led ye u~eported cas~s of which only he 
his youth he was a gay bl!d~ by mother mforms me that in 
edge of that. Mr. Will and Jut .1. have no first hand knowl
boundary line and . h . litigated for months over a 
gift of a brae~ of hm t e midst of the case he sent me a 

P easant. 

I, too, suffered from his citat" 
but did not have the Ion of unreported authority 
tt presence of mind t 

a orney is said to have d Af o counter as one 
the Court that he had pe one.ll tber Mr. Cavett had informed 
C rsona y een . 

ourt of Tennessee on th d h present m the Supreme 
an unreported opinion es~ab~Is~n en tha~ C?urt handed down 
was conclusive upon th g a pnnCiple of law which 
dd d e case at bar th" . . 

a resse the Court in th d ' IS mgemous opponent ese wor s: 

"Your Honor, Mr Cav . . 
too, was in the Suprem . C ett Is qmte correct. I, 
handed down th . .e ourt of Tennessee when it 

e opmwn to which h f 
very terms he has d "b d . e re ers in the 

escn e It to B 
overlooks is that th 1 you. ut what he 

ree years ater · h 
ported decision th C ' In anot er unre-

d ' e ourt completel d 
an adopted a pri . 1 f 1 . y reverse itself 
1• ' ncip e o aw In d . 

c Ient s contentions . h accor With my 
m t e present case." 

My army years prod d 1" l 
field, although I prosecut~~e Itt e of moment in the legal 
courts-martial, mostly o . andh defended several hundred 
hap h n mmor c arges 0 . ·a s wort recounting . . h . ne IDCI ent is per-

' as It IS t e only t" I Ime was ever 



threatened in a courtroom. One night the Military Police 
brought in a soldier who looked like he had walked into the 
wrong end of a windmill. I asked what he was charged with 
and was advised that he had knifed an M.P. in a saloon 
brawl, perhaps fatally. I also inquired as to his condition, and 
one of the M.P.'s who had brought him in, a buddy of the 

one who had been stabbed, said after a long pause: 

"Well, I was on the back seat of the jeep with 
him while we were bringing him in and he looked as 
though he was about to try to escape, so I beat 

him up." 
The stabbed M.P. recovered, but the soldier who stabbed 

him was booked and tried for assault with a deadly weapon. I 
was prosecutor, and he was sentenced to five years in the 
penitentiary. As he was taken from the courtroom after sen
tence he hissed at me, "I'll get you for this." He never got 
me nor, so far as I am aware, attempted to do so. However, 
I heard later that while being taken to Ft. Leavenworth he 
was in the car with two guards, one of whom was driving 
while the other was on the back seat with the prisoner, whose 
wrist was handcuffed to the guard's belt. On a sharp turn on 
the desert road the car overturned, both guards were knocked 
unconscious, and the belt with the handcuffs broke. No one 
was within sight or hearing. Nevertheless, the prisoner walked 
five miles to get help, led it back to the car, and then pro
ceeded on his way to serve his sentence, which I am glad to 
say was considerably shortened on account of this act. 

Upon my return from the army I plunged immediately 
back into the practice of law in an effort to make up four 
and a half years of lost time. I tried many cases with my father, 
in which he of course took the lead and I did little more 
than carry the books. It was only years later that I realized 
how carefully he was training me by giving me just enough 
responsibility while at the same time seeing that I had plenty 
of supervision. He was tremendously persuasive before a 
jury, and in cases where we represented the plaintiff liked to 
let me make the opening portion of the final argument, sav
ing his talents for rebuttal. However, his opponents soon 
realized his strategy, and some of them began to waive their 
portion of the argument, so that there could be no rebuttal as 
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there was nothing to rebut Th' . . 
him to abandon this pa t' . I IS m.funated my father and led 

.r 1cu ar tactic. 

I remember one case which . 
tary. She and her husband had s~~volve~ my father's secre-
estate agent claimed . . d their home, and a real 

a commiSSion wh' h h 
pay, and for which he s d h IC t ey refused to 
in and plaintiff's attorney ~ad \:m. Aft:r the proof was all 
father made the foil . gued h1s case at length my 

II h 
owmg statement t h · ' 

a e ever said to it about th 
0 

t e Jury, which was e case: 

"Gentlemen of the · 
case is my secretar Sh J~ry, the defendant in this 
ever had. If I I y.hi e IS the best secretary I have 

ose t s case sh 'II 
me. Please do not let th 'h e WI probably leave 

at appen." 

With that he sat down Th . with a defendant's d' . e JUry was back in five minutes 
ver ICt. 

It was only a little more than th 
that I lost my father H ree years after my return 

· e went to court . 
an uncontested divorce I one mornmg to try · · · am told that h fi · h 
exammmg a witness sat d e ms ed cross-
head upon his arms ' a d own at the counsel table, put his 
McCadden who ha' n dwas gone. His beloved parmer Ed 

h 
' ppene to be in th ' 

t e case for him. It was the e courtroom, finished 
way he would have wanted 't 

That same year encompassed I . 
greatest gain. Near its end I wa f my greatest loss and my 
my bride Alice McKee h s ortunate enough to claim as 
f h I ' w o came to me in I . o t e aw, a state which h d'd comp ete Ignorance 
I . s e I not m . t . f 

c aims with justice that withi f am am or long. She 
she attended her first . n four months of the wedding 
ti meetmg o the A . B 

on, and she has not m' d . mencan ar Associa-

th 
Isse one smce · h 

e cause for which . ' wit one exception 
h JUSt turned sixt h' ' 

over eard my mother say to h b f een t IS past January. I 
t~ll you about being married ~: a e l~re the wedding, "Let me 
ncb, and have fine cloth d wyer. You will nevet be 

'II h es an an ex . h WI ave something ' pensive orne, but you 
bo d" I money cant buy Yo 'II 

re · trust her prophesy h b · u WI never be as een borne out 

Shortly after our rna . . 
our state Supreme Courtr:~~e,di ~ad a case s:t for trial in 
least know how I earned our 1' ~cided that Ahce should at 

lVlng, so I suggested that she 
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come to Nashville with me to hear it argued. I represented 
the moving party, and so when my case was called I arose to 
present my side of the controversy; but before I had uttered 
more than a few words, the Chief Justice informed me very 
politely that the Court fully understood my position, and1 
would like to hear from my opponent. Taking this as a favor-' 
able omen, I subsided while opposing counsel made a long 
and impassioned argument. At its conclusion I arose to reply, 
but the Chief Justice again indicated that there was no need 
to hear from me. Accordingly I left the courtroom feeling 
rather self-satisfied and picked up Alice in the spectator's area 
on my way out. She was livid. As soon as we were outside 
the courtroom she turned to me and said, "Walter Armstrong, 
when you've come all this way to argue a case, don't you 
ever let those judges cut you off like that again!" 

My first big opportunity after my father's death was an 
antitrust case involving a movie theater in Greenville, Mis
sissippi and most of the major motion picture distributors. 
The case was actually brought to my father by Jerome Hafter 
of that city, and Jerome told me later that when my father 
died the decision as to whether to seek more experienced 
counsel or continue on with me was one of the most difficult 
he had ever been called upon to make. At any rate he decided 
in my favor, and he and I together with Landman Teller of 
Vicksburg, where it was actually heard, tried the case for th_e' 
plaintiff. The trial consumed seventy-eight trial days spread 
out over almost ten months. Plaintiff alone was on the witness 
stand for twelve days. My closing argument extended over 
four hours. Alice was in the courtroom, and I still claim that 
it is the first time a man has ever spoken for four hours in 
his wife's presence without being interrupted. At the con
clusion, the jury rendered a verdict in our favor for $150,000, 
which under the law the judge trebled and then added 
$40,000 attorneys' fees for a total of $490,000. Our victory, 
however, was shortlived. On appeal the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals set aside the verdict and remanded the case for new 
trial. We settled it before it could be retried. 

During the course of the trial, at one point 19 lawyers 
from New York were present in Vicksburg representing 
various defendants. At the same time, the Warren County 
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Bar Association wh · h · h 
I ' Ic Is t e county · h · h 
ocated, held its annual . Th m w Ic Vicksburg is 

15 rneetmg e e f b 
. ~as present. So were all the New n Ire rnern ership of 

pnncipai speaker was J p C 1 York lawyers. The 
of Mississippi, later gov~rn~r ~oern~nd the~ Attorney General 
faced his audience he reco 'ize w JU ~e. s he stood up and 
began his remarks by co gn ~ how It was constituted, and 

rnmentmg: 

I wo:~e::ei~~ys:~~est dr~ams did I envisage that 

sippi River in Vicksburg o~~ :d~hore ~f tNhe Missis
Bar Association." ress t e ew York 

Vicksburg was exciting but it 
horne. My first big break i~ M h:Vas a long way from 
Col. Roane Waring called me on e;np IS carne when the late 
to represent the Mem h' T . he telephone and asked me 
· P Is ransit Comp · k' mcrease before the Gt C . . any m see mg a rate 
· I Y ommisswn We b h 
mgs one night in the b ll . egan t e hear-
when the Commission re:li::n:h o: t~e Peabody Hotel; but 
they were moved to the Co . .a t ey would be extensive 
County Courthouse We mrrussdwn. Chamber in the Shelby 
C · were emed th · ommission and took th e mcrease by the 
th 1' f e matter to court h b e re Ie we sought o 1 h . ' w ere we o tained 
a judge of the state ~:u:; /";,_ It set aside upon order of 
pared a petition for cer•;o . oh. hppeals. We hurriedly pre-

. u ran w Ic I drov J 
one mght and filed a d f d e over to ackson late 
Chancellor was rein~tat:d aTh~w ays later the decree of the 
f · . . · IS was the beoi · f o actiVIties on behalf f h . b.nnmg o a series 

h 
0 t e transit com h' h . 

anot er rate hearing a 1 bo b· . pany w Ic mduded 
f h ' a r ar Itratwn and £ 11 h o t e company to th G f M ' na y t e sale e Ity o emphis. 

Frank Tobey was mayor when h 
?ut ~uring their course he died and ~e 1 rate hearings started, 
mtenm mayor. I reme b h a ter Chandler became 

. m er t at on one . h 
presiding I kept insisting th t occaswn w en he was 
was without prejudice to : any. st~te~ent that I might make 
peated th · d . Y chen t nghts. After I h d Is a ozen times Ma Ch a re-
say, "Walter I'll b t ' _YOr andler interrupted me to 

. h ' e you signed you 1 1 
Wit out prejudice." r ove etters, 'Yours 
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f ears ago. The interven
All of this was almost a sco~e o. y "d t and I wish that 

d d Wlth mel en ' I 
ing period has been cro~ ~ about it. Perhaps some day 
I could continue to remmlsce d I have said enough to make 
shall. But the hour grows late,. an onl this: Jesus did not con-

y Point. Let me close by sayl~g YS Matthew only those 
m b ording to t. . . 
demn all lawyers, ut ace . hf matters of law, JUstlce, 

ho "have neglected the welg ler h hole most of the 
w . h " (23. 23) On t e w ' 

d mercy and fa1t · · · k many of them, 
an d I have nown d 
lawyers I ha~e known, a~ d to the ends of justice an 
have been smcerely dedica:e f d faith in the ad-

. hued With a pro oun Thi ·s 
equity and been liD f . . g those ends. s 1 

means o attmnln "Th 1 
versary system as a d f De Tocqueville, e on y 
why they are, in the w.or s. o d ocracy without doing 

h eXIst m a em · l 
aristocracy t at can d h" lawyers are certam y 

"Btbeyoo t~ d" 
violence to its nature. u 1 . tance with them, an lt 

na acquam 
not from my own perso . h I quoted at the outset 

' h h wnters w om d 
has been broad, w at t e n the contrary, as Harry Tw~e 
hold them to be. They. are, o la with or fight with or dnnk 
said, better to work Wlt~ ~r p / ankind. And I am proud to 

"th than most other vanetleS o m 
~: counted among their number. 
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SOME RECENT ADVANCES IN SCIENCE (1970) 

O.H.ALDERKS 

Read Before "THE EGYPTIANs," April 16, 1970 

You may recall that four years ago, in a paper read to 
the Egyptians, on the subject "The Need for Basic Re
search," I surveyed the tremendous rise in Federal Expendi
tures for research and development after World War II. This 
growth in expenditure for Federally supported R&D rose 
from about $2 billion in 1948 to $15.3 billion in 1965, 
about 15% of the total Federal budget. When the funds spent 
by Industry in 1965 for R&D were added, the total came to 
$21 billion, about 3% of our gross national product. The next 
year, 1966, the Federal budget called for an expenditure of 
$15.4 billion hence a leveling off at about 15% of the National 
budget at that time. 

The Defense, Space and Atomic Energy programs ac
counted for 83% of the Federal R&D budget, about $9.5 bil
lion for development and $5.5 billion for research, which 
included $2.2 billion for basic research. 

This brief recapitulation shows that the increase in Re
search and Development in the past 20 years has been really 
phenomenal. 

You may also recall that in 1965 President Johnson issued 
a major policy directive on Federal support of University
based research. His purpose was to develop and diffuse 
throughout the nation a strong and solid scientific capability 
in our many centers of advanced education. At that time about 
half of the Federal University expenditures for research was 
concentrated in 20 major institutions. In recent years the 
number of Institutions carrying out research and providing 
advanced education had grown impressively. Strong educa
tion centers had developed in areas of the country which were 
previously not well served. It was the purpose of his directive 
to spread out Federal support to many other recently devel
oped strong centers of education across the nation. 
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WHAT HAS HAPPENED SINCE 1966? 

In general the Federal budget for research and develop
ment has remained at approximately the "leveled-off" expendi
ture in the range of $15.4 to $16.2 billion annually and for 
the 1971 budget it is estimated to drop to $15.2 billion. The 
private sector has increased its expenditure for R&D gradually 
during the past four years from $6 to $9 billion annually. 

With reference to the University Science Development 
Program, to add new centers of excellence in research, thirty 
graruts of about $4 million each have been made. This has 
enabled Universities with promising programs to expand and 
improve their research activities in the hope of joining the 20 
leading centers of excellence in academic science. It has been 
estimated that continued support and improvement of these 
additional 30 University centers will require an annual in
crease of about $50 million of Federal grants. 

The current retrenchment and close examination of all 
Federal budgetary matters is making Congressmen evaluate 
science more critically. The businessman must justify expendi
tures for industrial R&D in terms of new and profitable prod
ucts and processes. Similarly Congressmen must consider not 
only the National interest as they judge it, but also take into 
account the views of their constituents who are asking more 
searching questions about these expenditures, especially about 
priorities for various areas of research,-do they meet our 
changing national goals. 

Until very recently much of our support of science has 
been supplied rather unquestionably but now the net effect of 
the results of science and technology on the quality of human 
life is being questioned. 

This questioning of the value of science does not come 
from businessmen or leaders in government but rather from 
student activists and literary and philosophical spokesmen. The 
attack appears to be worldwide and is directed against the 
impersonality of our technological society, and against the 
power of what is called the "military-industrial" complex. Our 
civilization has been characterised as a civilization of machines. 
Many students and faculty on the campuses have voiced these 
charges with the result that some scientists are reexamining 
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m ormatwn and hence little ublic di ere ~as little release of 
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more of the larger tests s· ohowe closely after one or 
tests · mce t e AEC 1 d 
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smce the tests were to be d . g eart quakes, particularly 
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to call a conference t d' p bhc discussion led the AEC 
h d d 0 ISCUSS the f 
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me, a so by scientists e . e stu ed, it seems 
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h , to elp Co no 
ot er public officials form th . ngressmen, Governors and 
a · h eir own · d gamst t e need for the t t . JU gment of the risks 
areas. es s, or movmg them to no . . ' n-seisnuc 
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This same "closed circle" safety judgment is often made 
by scientists engaged in government classified R&D, for ex
ample,-the shipping of extremely hazardous warfare agents 
across the country to dump them in the oceans. Another ex
ample is the proposed supersonic transport airplane, a gov
ernment financed project. The supersonic transport traveling 
faster than the speed of sound will generate shockwaves which 
intercept the earth to produce the thundering noise of sonic 
boom. The boom will be felt, it is reported, along a belt ex
tending 40 miles on each side of the planes flight path and the 
boom will be produced continuously during supersonic flight. 
Dr. D. F. Anthrop at the Lawrence Radiation Laboratory 
writes that supersonic flights over the United States would 
subject millions of people to approximately '30 booms per day 
and would shatter the solitude of nearly every park and 
wilderness in the country. It has been assumed that people 
would acquiesce in this annoyance but it is my judgment that 
a majority of our people do not want to be annoyed by sonic 
booms. Is the convenience of faster travel for a few people 
worth the sonic boom annoyance of millions of people? I for 
one do not think that it is. A more humanistic point of view 
must be recognized and explored before large government 
projects of this sort are approved. The criterion should be not 

only "Is it possible" but also "Is it desirable." 

Dr. Lee A. DuBridge, presidential science adviser, has 
stated our problem aptly,-"Clearly, human beings are the 
one form of life that is making the greatest inroads on the 
environment. To ask human beings to stop altering their en
vironment or using it would be to ask them to cease living. 
Human beings evolved because of the earths environment, 
they live off the environment and in living they inevitably 
change it. The question, therefore, is not how shall we cease 
to use or change our environment, but how can we avoid de
spoiling and degrading it, and how can we reverse those h abits 
and proceedures that now contaminate our air, our water, 

and our landscape." 
Reflecting the national concern, as well as his own con

cern, President Nixon requested his science adviser to de
velop a program to establish at Cabinet level an Environ
mental Quality Council of which he would be the active chair-
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tion of the land enh . on, contammation and despo'l . ' ancmg f T · 1 a-
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o 1 ncrng natural b . n, 
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gi many o our h b' 

ve us the understanding to . h ha Its and perhaps also 
and activities on our en . weig t e effects of our work 

VIronment. 

Since rna h . d n, omo sapie . h _e~p?iler of his environment ~~d IS. t e greatest polluter and 
CIVIlization technologically the smce t?e more advanced his 
the prospects during the next foeater his ~ollution, what are 

years? Eight years ago in a 
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paper before the Egyptians I mentioned that the population 
increase in the United States was 1.5% per year and in the 
World about 2.0% per year. On this basis we have been 
adding annually in the United States, 5 cities the size of 
Memphis, Tenn. (600,000 people) and in the world a city 
with the population of Memphis about every 4 days. Reflect 
for a moment about the size, in terms of people, of the city 
of Memphis and of its problems to improve its environment. 
It is not difficult to envision the pollution problems accom
panying this massive increase in people, particularly as they 
begin to enjoy our technological civilization. Students of pop
ulation predict that by the year 2000 World population will 
exceed 6 billion people. While it appears to be true that we 
will be able to supply the needed food for 6 billion people by 
the year 2000, due to the recent great scientific advances in the 
food production areas. I want to question the quality of life 
at that time and 40 years later when it is estimated that there 
will be 400 million people in the United States. In a real 
sense, men have to decide n,ow how many people should in
habit our planet. It is a hopeful sign that we had our first 
Presidential message to the Congress last July devoted entirely 
to this subject. His message seems to have outraged no one 
and his proposal to establish a population commission to report 
within two years was routinely approved by the Senate. This 
and congressional committee hearings on this subject and the 
4 day "Congress on Optimum Population and the Environ
ment" to be held in Chicago this coming June are hopeful 
signs that more effective measures will evolve. I think this is 

perhaps homo sapiens first priority problem. 

I would like now to discuss very briefly a few recent 
scientific and technological advances. The growth of scientific 
research and development since World War II has contributed 
significantly to our national economic progress and prosperity. 
Its benefits to mankind have been many,-to name a few 
which have been widely discussed in the public press and by 
the television media,-in medicine, advances in organ trans
plants,-in agriculture great advances in crop yields, in com
munications, the use of satellites to span the oceans,-in space 
the successful Apollo programs. The latter is perhaps symbolic 
of the national leadership we have attained through our 

scientific research and development. 
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;~munologio deficiency name! n~ the] affiuent of eithO< ,,,,. 
ms, has been ruled o~t. y, ow evels of immune globu~ 
H Dr. Daniel Stowens patholo . 
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topsied more than 2,000 infants and made detailed studies on 
30 consecutive deaths,-all infants who seemed perfectly well 
before they died. He has concluded that crib deaths are 
caused by absorption of cow's milk from the gastrointestinal 
tract of an infant allergic to cow's milk. Progressive sensitiza
tion to the foreign milk protein would go unnoticed until it 
reached the stage at which a fatal anaphylactic reaction oc
curred. The anatomic alteration that Dr. Stowens found which 
led him to conclude that a slowly growing allergic reaction 
to milk is responsible for death in most apparently well babies, 
includes inRamation of liver cells and of the walls of small 
blood vessels, hemorrhages of the lungs and thymus and over 
growth of thymus tissue. Another important finding was that 
all infants in his detailed studies excreted excess protein in 
their urine. It was also pointed out that all babies he tested 
had been fed cow's milk; in countries where nearly every in
fant is breast fed, crib deaths are virtually unknown. Since all 
infants tested excreted excess protein Dr. Stowens believes 
that a simple diaper test done often by the mother during the 
first few weeks of life would reveal those infants who are 

unable to handle foreign milk proteins. 

Another new frontier in medical science are prostaglan
dins,-they are the most potent naturally occurring compounds 
in animals and may become the most important drugs of the 
decade. In late January 1970 preliminary results from some of 
the first clinical trials were made public, namely, that prostag
landins have been used successfully to induce abortions in 
humans. The clinical tests were made by groups of doctors at 
Makerere University in Uganda and Karolinska Institute in 
Stockholm, Sweden. Dr. Karim and Dr. Filshie of the Uganda 
group reported successful abortions in 14 of 15 consecutive 
cases with only minor side effects of vomiting and diarrhea in 
some patients. The abortions occurred in from 4 to 27 hours 
after intravenous injection of prostaglandin. The treatment 
was used on women who were from 9 to 22 weeks pregnant 
and ranged in age from 16 to 36 years. Research work on 
prostaglandins goes back to 1930 when two New York doc
tors reported that fresh human semen could cause strong con
tractions or relaxation when applied to strips of the human 
uterus. Subsequently Swedish doctors using partially purified 
fractions of semenal plasma and extracts of vesicular glands 
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In the field of nuclear physics R&D has continued stead
ily on controlled fusion. This work has been underway for 
about 20 years and the project might well have been dropped 
when the full extent of the difficulties were realized, but the 
advantages of controlled fusion over other methods of gen
erating power were too great. Early in this work it was realized 
that the fusion reaction of converting deuterium into helium 
could be initiated if deuterium ions were held together long 
enough at sufficiently high temperature and density. The 
amount of deuterium in sea water is great enough for fusion 
physicists to refer to the fuel as unlimited. From the fusion 
reaction there would be few toxic or radio active waste prod
ucts and from a safety point of view there would never be 
enough deuterium present in the reactor to bring about a run
away reaction. Some physicists even see the possibility of con
verting directly from nuclear to electrical energy without the 
intermediate production of heat. In 1958 controlled thermo
nuclear research was declassified and at the Third Interna
tional Atomic Energy Conference held in the Soviet Union 
in August 1968 results were reported which showed that the 
Soviet Tokamak device was operating more successfully than 
any other device. The Soviet lead in the fusion program is 
due to the fact that they spend about twice as much money 
and employ about three times as many people in controlled 
fusion research as the United States. Last March (1969) Dr. 
Artsimovich, the Soviet leader of the Tokamak program, vis
ited the United States and as the result of his consultations 
with our leaders in this field, the AEC approved plans for 
building two Tokamak devices, one at Oak Ridge and one at 
Princeton. These devices cost on the order of one million dol
lars each and are expected to be finished by this summer. 
These recent developments have raised the spirits of fusion 
physicists to the highest level in years,-but at any rate the 
actual operational controlled fusion device is still years away. 

At a recent symposium meeting in Boston of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science estimates for 
power consumption in the United States showed that by the 
year 1980 we will need 1.8 times as much power as is now 
used and by the year 2000 we will need 5.3 times as much 
power as is now used. Even if nuclear reactor development of 
the present type, from uranium ores proceeds rapidly, coal 
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nels. The pigment glands (containing gossypol) in cottonseed 
kernels have in the past prevented their use as a human food. 

One last item in the field of agriculture which may have 
meaning for the future is a study conducted at the Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory, with the collaboration of outstanding, 
agricultural and engineering people from several countries. 
This study considered intensive year-round farming in warm 
coastal deserts, based on the use of distilled sea-water, in asso-

ciation with clustering industries. 
A third of the world land is dry and virtually unoccupied, 

much of this desert land is geographically near the oceans, 
hence perhaps ideally suited for some of the expected popula
tion explosion by the year 2000. Our newest U.S. atomic 
powered desalting plant at Key West, Florida produces 2.5 
million gallons of fresh water daily at a cost of about $1.00 
per 1000 gallons. Much larger dual purpose plants, to pro
duce billion gallons of water per day and power for industry 
can lower the estimated cost for water to about $.20 per 
1000 gallons. (1.5 mills per KWH for power.) With these 
possible costs the Oak Ridge Study group concluded th at 
desalination agriculture is in the realm of practical possibility 
and in view of the population expansion and the interest in 
opening up new lands and communities it appears to be of 
sufficient importance to warrant aggressive development. 

In closing I would like to say a few words about a final 
scientific and technological advance which for me transcends 
all others of recent years, namely, the extremely successful 
Appolo space flights, culminating in the Appolo 11 with man 
setting foot on our nearest planet, the moon. The shear magni
tude of this achievement is really awe inspiring,-the com
puterised perfection without which it would have been im
possible to attempt these space adventures; the thousands of 
components, each of which had to operate precisely and with
out fail; the redundancy of the systems to insure the safety 
of the men; the human courage and training to accomplish 

the entire project, much of it in full view of many millions of 
intensely interested people throughout the free world; all this 
produced a drama indelibly etched on many minds. It had an 
immense impact on men the world over who witnessed it. I 

am remind d f S e o a conversation with . 
orrento, Italy last November Th" an Itahan acquaintance in 

w~tched and listened to the ~nf Is ;;an told me that he had 
trnssed his sleep an entire ni h;~e ppolo 11 flight and had 
of a man setting foot on th g He told me that the sight 
event of his entire life h e moon was the single greatest 
that there are m h,- e was profoundly moved I 

1 

any t ousands of m · venture 
g obe who share his feelings. en and women around our 

.For me, watching the A ol ~anding on our neighborin 1:: o 11 space flight and the 
mg, as perhaps it had for e~l fet alsoFhad a profound mean-
were the · 0 you. or me th 1 · pictures of our planet EART ' e rea Impact 
space and the descriptions of th" H, relayed to us from 
astronauts when they said that IS earth by several of our 
and very beautiful place in th the earth appeared as a rare e vasmess of th . 

Wh I 

e umverse 

en s · · aw pictures of o I spa~e I was impressed not onlur p a~et relayed to us from 
realization again that . y by Its beauty, but b th we are mdeed 11 f y e 
space craft flying continua11 . ' ~ o us humans, on a 
~astness of space. To us th! at mhcr~dible speed through the 
m term f h ' IS eart IS a la s o t e Universe it . . d rge space-craft but 
matter, on which man ha IS m eed a mere tiny spe~k of 
mately 2 ·11· s evolved during th . rm IOn years. He has I e past approxi-
entiates him from all h evo ved a mind whi"ch cliff 

f 

ot er an· ll"f ' er-
o this mind he h b Ima I e on earth and b f as een able t f h" ' Y means 
~ats as exemplified by the s ac: fl ~s IOn a_nd ~ccomplish such 

him to unfold some of the p I~hts. His mmd has enabled 
contemplate their meaning mysdtenh:s of the universe and to 
struck me th "f an IS destin Th I "' man we<e 'udd I y. e thought 
p anet,-the planet earth would en y to cease to exist on this 
final .end, but would it have an go on .through eons until its 
of this evolution th" . y meanmg. We are th 
b"11" ' IS creation if o "I e acme I IOn of us at present in . y u WI I, there are over 3 5 
our · d f vanous stag f d · I mm s,- rom a relatively 11 es o evelopment of 
arge less developed majorit sma educated minority to a 

example are tod . y, some of whom . B ' ay m th 1 ' m omeo f 
through which our forebea;s s:tter stages of the Stone-A;: 
~o. But we are ALL p ASSE~~t~d several thousand years 

h 

r a vfery short time in terms of c R_S ~n this planet, if only 
ave ash· ed osmic time C I . IOn considerable p . . umu atiVely we 

rogress m parts of our habitat 
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and have obtained some understanding and appreciation of 
our planet and the universe and have also developed feelings 
which we express by such words as; beauty, charity, altruism, 
love, diety, brotherhood, forgiveness, morality, justice, free
dom, liberty, and many others, also of course the opposite 
feeling to each of these words. We are born with none of 
these feelings, all are developed as we grow to adulthood and 
as we live through our life's span by learning and thinking 
about man's accumulated knowledge of the past,-all the 
fruits of man's mind. 

With the very gradual development, over a period of 
centuries but more particularly over the past century or the 
last 50 years, of more systemitized education for the young 
in parts of our planet, we have today millions of young men 
and women receiving early in life an understanding of our 
planet and of the universe, and also an understanding of the 
mores of our various societies. Today over 7.5 million young 
men and women are receiving higher education in colleges 
and universities in the United States and an additional ap
proximately 14 million young men and women in the other 
developed parts of our planet. The rate of increase for higher 
education of young people in the world has risen markedly 
in the past 20 years from about 6.3 million in 1950 to over 
22 million in 1970, and over 34% of these fortunate young 
people are today in the United States. From this we can begin 
to appreciate the tremendous agency for cultural evolution 
which man has fashioned by educating his young people. It 
promises to produce many changes in human society in the 
next 30 years. We see evidences of it today by the unrest of 
young people at the universities in all parts of the world,
the young people are idealistic and from their point of view 
can see much which they think should be corrected in our 
societies. Unfortunately some are also very impatient and re
luctant to evolve changes through present governmental 
agencies. They lack the experience and wisdom to realize that 
fundamental changes in society evolve slowly. It is here that 
we of the older generation need the vision and foresight to 
combine the experience of age with the idealism and enthusi
asm of youth to forge a better world for all mankind. 
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Thi s new awareness of our 
most promising signs on m k. y~~ng people is one of the 

:~nat~~y many leaders of the ::: c:~le~ ,~oub~f~h horizon,-for
. we ' the many things which sta IS ment" realize 
Important problems facing manki~~ed t~ ~e d?ne,-the really 
ures to control and eliminate the Fan Implimenting meas
c~nt~ol population, to eliminate m. or example, we need to 
e1Iffilnate pollution in all its fo ghetto~, ~o control crime, to 
na_t: racism among people of a17:~1 to elimm_ate wars, to e1imi
abi1Ity and improvement of d . ors, and Increase the avail-

e ucatton for all people. 
These are designs for a bett 

best inventive thought d . er future which require o 1 an Impl" . ur 
a p easant acceptable abode an Im:nt~twn now,-to evolve 
all mankind on thi Ea d satisfymg mode of l"f f 1 s rthinllf Ieor 
a ways remember the impo .ta a o our strivings, we must 
no two of us on th. 1 r nee of each individual and th 

Is p anet ar l"k at 
unequally and possess uite . e a I e. WE are endowed 
spect to health en q di_fferent characteristics Wl"th 
1 d ' ergy, capacity f 1 re
ea. ership and many other traits H or f earning, capacity for 

h
SOCiety, first in this country . . ho?e ully, we can evolve a 
ave the ' m w Ich each · di ·d b T opportunity to develop t h. In VI ual will 

.IIty for a satisfying material o I~ _or her maximum capa-
tiful planet and spmtual life on th · b 

· u ea~ 

Perhaps for you and for . 
c?uld be to help fashion a be me an Immediate objective 
City, where each . d" "d tter local community be 

1 tn xvx ual can £ d ' a tter 
v~ op his talents fully amon fri n that opportunity to de-
will. Perhaps to fashion a ·~· e;ds and neighbors of good
and leave it a little better lit o heaven" here in our city 

p ace than we found it. 
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WHERE HAVE ALL THE FLOWERS GONE? 

Read Before "THE EGYPTIANs," May 21, 1970 

W. J. MrcHAEL CoDY 

In the early Sixties there was a mood of hope among the 
young people. The brightest of them were attracted to service 
in Government or civil rights activity at home or the Peace 
Corps abroad. 

Today large numbers of our brightest and best young 
people abandon these programs, reject the traditional political 
process and adopt the revolutionary rhetoric and action of 
the New Left movement. 

When they are shot down and killed in the streets by 
National Guardsmen and Mississippi police our entire nation 
is shocked and stunned. 

It is not enough to nostalgically ask "Where have all the 
Bowers gone?" We must understand the revolutionary forces 
at work amid the young people of this nation and decide what 
our response will be. 

The deaths of John and Robert Kennedy and Martin 
Luther King and the disaster of the Vietnam War played a 
central role in the development of the youth movement. 
Without these events there probably would not have been a 
new radicalism and we might not see the young today dis
illusioned and alienated. In the 1968 presidential campaign 
the young came into politics not with the vision of a splendid. 
future under a young leader, as seemed to be the case in 1960, 
but with despair over the present situation and with a de
termination to end it as swiftly as possible. 

My interest in analyzing this change arises from the an
guish of being thirty-four years old and repeatedly losing a 
sense of where my loyalties belong-to the revolution or to 
the stability of the country. This anguish is intensified by a 
refusal to admit that the two are not compatible in these days 
and by the failure to see any glimmer of hope on the political 
horizon. 
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In the most charitable sense I am a moderate, a pro-
. l"be al I·f you please who believes that the 

gresslVe, or a 1 r , ' d 
proper function of political enterprise is to hasten an en di t~ 
cruelty and bitterness among people-not to Haunt ra ca 

urity by shouting loud abuses at the present p~rpe~a~rs of 
~ . u· I have believed that the roots of liberahsm he m the 
mJUS ce. l"b 1 · ke 
distrust of power and that the task of a 1 era . IS ~o rna ~ 
power justify itself. Since violence is power m Its most 
brutish form, it can never be justified except under the most 

extreme of circumstances. 

Probably a more objective and clearly less. charitabl_e view 
of my own political position comes from Jim Gardiner, a 
young Chicago militant who says of people like myself: 

He is ideologically from the generation that has, after 
the diversion, patronizations and eventual fail~re _of the 
New Frontier crusades, at last yielded in pnnci~le ~o 
the ruling powers. Their generatio~'s philosoph~ died:;:_ 
Mississippi with Evers, in Dallas With Kennedy, m Me 
phis with King and in Los Angeles with Bobby. They 
are morally afraid to become radical, to~ young to . be 

. d too "progressive" to be hberal. The liD-
conservative, an . h 
mediate successes of radical youth in provokmg c ange 
and drawing attention to its causes alienate these people 
and make them unpleasantly aware of their ages. 

My frustration is increased by the feeling that I have no 
real communication with the best and most thoughtful of the 
new revolutionaries, and yet I believe that both _of ~s draw our 
heritage from the same source, a heritage which IS pr~bab~~ 
best expressed in the words of Robert Kennedy, speakmg 

a group of South African students: 

Our answer is the world's hope; it is to rely on yo~th 
-not a time of life but a state of mind, a temper of W1ll, 
a quality of the imagination, a predominance of courage 
over timidity, of the appetite for advent~e o~er the love 
of ease. The cruelties and obtacles of this sWiftly chang
ing planet will not yield to obsolete dogmas and. outworn 
slogans. It cannot be moved by those who ~lm~ to a 
present that is already dying, who prefer the 1llus10n _of 
security to the excitement and danger that come With 
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even the most peaceful progress. It is a revolutionary 
world we live in; and this generation at home and 
around the world, has had thrust upon it a greater 
burden of responsibility than any generation that has 
ever lived. 

In our nation, this heritage originated in the centuries-old 
denial of Negro rights and later extended to the war in 
Vietnam. The assassinated voices of 1968, Robert Kennedy 
and Dr. Martin King, recognized that both were interwoven; 
the tired voices in Washington do not. 

Those of us who first found idealism in politics during 
the young days of John Kennedy recognize the recent pre
diction of Irving Kristol: 

I see the future of American politics as being con
siderably less liberal than it has been in past decades, 
while being in no true sense of the term conservative. We 
are headed for a time of trouble in which our political au
thorities are going to have to cope with an unreasonable 
revolution of rising material expectations on the part of 
the majority, an equally unreasonable revolution of uto
pian spiritual expectations on the part of a signincant 
minority, and with a general breakdown of individual 
and social discipline. Not since the Civil War has this 
republic faced so fundamental a challenge. Whether tht:: 
American Republic can cope with it remains to be see~. 
But I fear that, in attempting to cope with it, this re
public will lind itself involved with a new New Politics 
that will not be very congenial to those of us who rather 
liked the Old Politics, for all its de£.ciencies-or to those 
who set great store on yesterday's New Politics. 

The mood of the young is well described by one of their 
most articulate spokesmen, Jack New£.eld: 

Now I realize what makes our generation unique, 
what de£.nes us apart from those who came before the 
hopeful winter of 1961 and those who came after the 
murderous spring of 1968. We are the nrst generation that 
learned from experience, in our innocent twenties that 
things were not really getting better, that we shall not 
overcome. We felt, by the time we reached thirty, that we 
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had already glimpsed the most compassionate lead~rs o~r 
. ld oduce and they had all been assassmate . 

natwn cou pr ld t worse· our 
And from this time forward, things wou ge ' t 
best political leaders were part of our memory now, no 

hope. 
The stone was at the bottom of the hill and we were 

alone. 

h ent is in a real sense revolutionary 
That t e new movem . B d · 

is made clear by another one of its spokesmen, Juhan on . 

There is a new politics arising in America. ~t is ~ot a 

l't' . the Eugene McCarthy sense, with bnght, 
new po I ICS m d l' .. 
clean young people knocking on doors an .so ICitmg 
votes It is a new political process that began mDWa~ts 

. h N ark and etrmt. 
. 1964 and travelel from t ere to ew . d 
~ is a ~ew process that began in Berkeley and move to 

Columbia and culminated at Cornell. 

A d while it is new and strange to many, it is as 
old a~ America itself. It is a part of the process that be
lieves that when life becoms intolerable and Govhernmentt 

t. e then men ave no 
unres onsive and unrepresenta IV ' . . d 
just ;t the right but the duty to rise up agamst It an 

strike it down. 

One of the principal philosophers of the most milita~t 
. f the new radicals is Herbert Marcuse, who conte~ s 

Wlhng o l' . an advanced stage of capitalism, a mass society 
t at we IVe m h 1 h' h has tamed the 
providing bread circuses, and tee no ogy, w IC f d 
forces of opposirlon and thereby undercut. hopes or tran~~e~h~ 
ence He sees efforts at reform as superficial; and many . . 
valu~s of liberalism-tolerance, free speech, electoral actiVIty
are deprecated as devices for adjusting people to the status quo. 

M 
' oli·.;cal conclusions offer simultaneously a ra-arcuses p u • • 

tionalization for withdrawal and radical mtervennon. 

His doctrines provide a basis for those radicals who turn 
awa from traditional democratic processes in order to launch 

y. f d f "raids" to usurp or to unsettle the a senes 0 a ventures o k . 
established power. They claim that society can be sha en ~nto 
change, if shaken at all, only through att~cks by margmal 
groups such as the outraged poor and the ahenated youth. 
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But as we look at this movement it is clear that the prob
lem is not merely political; it is social and cultural, in the 
largest sense of the terms. Young people are emerging in our 
society who find themselves deprived of any sense of moral 
purpose-who see the institutions of their society as mere in
carnations of power and prejudice, and who in the end can 
find meaning only in a wild explosion of moral outrage. 

Riding in tandem with the New Politics is Confrontation 
Politics. While poorly articulated as a theory, its purpose is to 
prod and incite a dormant, insensitive society into recognizing 
its moral failures. Most of the young who practice confronta
tion see themselves as a minority; probably doomed to remain 
one for a long time. They have no expectation of persuading 
large numbers of people. Their politics is a politics of despera
tion. 

One popular analysis of the current youth revolt sees it as 
an Oedipal rebellion, a blind, unconscious hatred of the older 
generation. Others argue that it is a reaction against "historical 
irrelevance"; that it springs from the unconscious awareness 
of some students that society has left them and their values 
behind. According to this view, the ultimate cause of student 
dissent are sociological rather than psychological. They lie in 
fundamental changes in the nature of the advanced societies
especially in a change from industrial to post-industrial society. 
Currently student protests are not limited to the United 
States, but they do seem to be limited to the more industrial
ized countries. Protesting students throughout the world share 
a mood more than an ideology or a program-a mood that says 
the existing system, the power structure, is hypocritical, un
worthy of respect, outmoded and in urgent need of reform. 

The emergence of post-industrial societies means that grow
ing numbers of the young are brought up in family environ
ments where abundance, relative economic security, political 
freedom and affiuence are simply facts of life, not goals for 
the future. To such people the psychological imperatives, so
cial instirutions and cultural values of the post-industrial so
ciety seem largely outdated and irrelevant to their lives. Once 
it has been demonstrated that a society can produce enough for 
all of its members, it is only natural that at least some of the 
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l Today the urgency behind pro-
young tum to other goa ~· l' d abundance has been lost. 
duction, acquisition, matena ISm an 

e witnessing a fusion of two revolu-
Some argue that. we ~r f h ld and familiar revolution 

. 0 · ontmuahon o t e o . . 
hons. ne IS ~ c . he liberal-democratic-egahtanan rev-
of the industrial society, t l t' the post-industrial 

h . the new revo u IOn, 
olution. The ot er IS c. Is relevant to the twentieth 
one which seeks to denne new goa 
and twenty-first centuries. 

Kenneth Keniston describes the phenomena: 

As the United States approach:s the targe~s of t~: 
. hich this society was bmlt, to 

first revolutiOn, o~ w f t ate fact of life to being 
h 'f f . bemg an un or un poor s I ts rom h have never expe-

A d for the many w o . 
an outrage. n '. . . ation e loitation or oppressiOn, 
rienced poverty, discnrmn ' fxph 'Is in the lives 

. the existence o t ese evi 
even to Witness . 1 ble In our own time 

f h ddenly becomes mto era . 
o ot ers ~u he first revolution has grown 
the impatience to complete t promise wait 

fi d l willingness to com ' 
apace, and we n e~s especially among those 
and forgive am~ng ; e y~~~;·old revolution for granted 
who now take t e va ueslo b t as rights. A subtle change 

. them not as goa s, u 'd I 
-seemg What used to be utopian I ea. s-
has thus occurred. d f edom from discrimma-

l' t bun dance an re 
like equa I y, a d d 'nalienable rights upon 
tion have now become . eman s, I . com romise. 
which one can insist Without brookmg any p 

Keniston continues: 
. 1 omic or political 

The new revolution is less socia ' econ . 1 . 
h' . 1 d cultural It IS ess con-

than psychological, Isto~~a a~ th'ngs tl~an with their 
d 'th the quantities o I l 

cern~ . WI it . ud es the virtually complete libera revo
quahties, and J. g 'll . Their rhetoric is largely 
lution and finds It sh wantmg. . . 'n ro osals 

negative; they ~re ~tronger inf~::~:~:na~~~~a:e, tutp their 
for reform; then diagnoses ~ the are far more articulate 

prescri.ptionhs ~re va~~~~ ~:mpletron of the first revolution 
in urgmg t e Imme Ia d 

. d r- • the goals of the secon . than m ennmg 

This revolutionary movement. ~mong 
hibited several marked charactenstiCS. 

the youth has ex-

First there is a revulsion against the notion of quantity, 
particularly economic quantity and materialism, and a tum 
toward concepts of quality. 

There is also a revolt against uniformity, equalization, 
standardization and homogenization-not against technology 
itself, but against the technologicalization of man. The demand 
that individuals be appreciated not because of their similarities 
or despite their differences, but because they are different, di
verse, unique and non-interchangeable. 

Thirdly, the new revolution involves a continuing strug
gle against psychological or institutional rigidity in any form, 
even the rigidity of a definite adult role. It extols the virtues 
of openness, motion and continuing human development. 

Finally there is the revolt against the centralized power and 
the complementary demand for participation. What is de
manded is not merely the consent of the governed, but the 
involvement of the governed. 

Thus, what characterizes the student unrest is this complex 
mixture of the old and new revolutions, the urgent need to ful
fill the promises of the past and, at the same time, to define 
the possibilities of the future. 

The young who are active in the New Left received from 
the civil rights movement a sense of social outrage. The 
scandal of Mississippi was so obvious that once we became 
fully aware of it no theories were required in order to react. 
The young of the New Left then transferred the sense of out
rage from the civil rights movement to the movement for 
peace. The final result was an existential, moralistic and quite 
emotional critique of the entire society and in particular a 
sense that the self-proclaimed reformers and social changers 
were hypocrites for maneuvering within the framework of the 
possible when what the times called for was a true revolution. 

The young radicals-the New Leftists-for the most part 
are the privileged children of the affiuent upper and middle 
class, including the brightest, the most restless, and dynamic 
members of their generation. They are not malcontented re
jects who are taking out their failure on society. Most of them 
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a While, consciously turned their backs on 
have, at least for 

h Whi. ch they could easily achieve. 
t e success . 

b two dominant tendencieS 
Ironically there seem £i ~o ll e in conflict. One is the 

among them which super .~:; ~ se~:olerance and a willing
tendency toward angry mi I an y' f change. On the other 

b . lence as a source o l 
ness ~o em race VIO d entleness or passivity, ostensib y 
side IS a tendency towar l the affairs of the world. 
a yearning for detachment rom 

h . families have suffered from proverty' 
Neither they nor t ei; . "l . ht Their grievance against 

lack of status, or lack o hCIVI . nhg s~istreated them but that 
. . ty is not t at It as 

Amencan socie ll ll Their response to present 
it has not treated others equa y we . h b Marx or Lenin but 

d. . . d t nnined not so roue y . (' 
con Itwns IS e e The uestion the moral justmca-
by the New Testament. y q k how we can 

"bl They want to now 
tion of a tern e war. llute our water and our atmos-
travel to the moon but so :o d They ask why we insist 
phere that life becomes enh ancgeref~ution when as a nation, 

h" them about t e ons I ' . 
on teac mg d b"de by its requirements m re-
we have absolute~y refuse 1: a ;hey are less concerned about 
gard to men of different co . d about basic human 

. l · d more concerne 
matena secunty an . . ut on the great prob-

T h f 1 that time IS runnmg o . 
values. ey ee . . . The prospect of settlmg 
lems-war, racial IUJUStice, poverty. k" to pay off the 

. ll . b . dull house, war mg 
down m a du JO m a . d t"on and then living for k ·d fty m repro uc I 
mortgage, see mg I en Ih h" . res in boredom, self-sac-
the children-with all t at t IS ~mh I soul-fills them with a 
rifice, and generalized atrophy o t e 
special kind of terror. 

. . h · h to the Lamar S<J-
I think Richard GoodWin m IS speec d of 

. t . Memphis last month set the tone of the new moo 
oe y m 
the young: d 

For what America hungers for is not mar~ goofs ~r 
b manner of life, a restoratiOn o t e 

greater power, ut ale that we call community, a philoso-

b:d~~~~e:~J::o~he individual rather than his possesd 
~i:Us, and a sense of belonging, of shared purpose an 

enterprise. 
bl h £i t American rebels 

The New Leftists are proba y t e rs d . . . hich 
who have not suffered from the injustices an meqmties w 
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they seek to eradicate, and this has created a crippling sepa
ration between their principles and their emotions, between 
their official idealism and their practical understanding. This 
quality is revealed in the vocabulary they use to describe the 
evils they wish to overthrow. They talk of power structures, 
systems, establishments, bureaucracy, and technology. This 
new radicalism among the young is subject to many criticisms. 
They appear more militant about verbal abstractions than 
they are in working to correct existing conditions; they hunger 
for absolutes; they are unwilling to devote themselves to the 
hard work of developing concrete and specific solutions. 

Yet I believe that the goals and aims of these revolu
tionaries are consistent with the best traditions of America and 
the dreams that all of us have for a just society. It is encourag
ing that more and more young Americans refuse to accept any 
disparity between U.S. ideals and U.S. realities. There is 
something great about a generation that questions this war, 
racial injustice, poverty amid plenty and ecological destruc
tion. Many of us who have protested the war for years, and 
are now distressed at invasions of Cambodia and renewed 
bombings of North Viemam deeply appreciate the degree of 
frustration that the young feel in their inability to change 
the hearts and minds of the rulers of our nation. 

At the same time we recognize that reckless invocations to 
revolution and violence will defeat the very reforms that the 
most thoughtful of the protestors desire. Their tactics, the Con
frontation Politics and the easy resort to violence of the new 
radicals make the trend a present danger and potential disaster. 

Few of the violent radicals take into account the sentiments 
of millions of middle and working class Americans; they do 
not consider the possibility that the consequences of terrorism, 
whether successful or not, might be worse than the problems 
they already see. 

No doubt it is tempting to these young people to think of 
putting a final end to some grave and massive social evil by a 
quick, surgical, limited act of violence. But the difficulty lies 
in being reasonably sure, before the event, that the evil will 
indeed be ended and not exacerbated or succeeded by some 
equal or greater evil; that the violence can really be limited 
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But all this is on a prudential level. And for most New 
Leftists, the argument concerning backlash has little per
suasive power, many of them acting on the suicidal premise 
that after the apocalypse their turn will come. Moreover, it 
would be grave error to argue against terrorism mainly on 
grounds of expediency. To throw bombs is wrong. It is wrong 
because it is inhumane and cowardly, because it creates an 
atmosphere in which brute force settles all disputes; even if 
the bomb throwers could win power through such methods, 
they woud no longer be the kind of people who would build 
a good society. They would do well to heed the words of 
Nietzsche, who said: "Those who set out to kill monsters 
should take care not to turn into monsters themselves." 

Implicit, of course, in my criticism of the terrorist tactics 
of the New Left is my basic trust in the legitimacy and 
efficacy of libertarian democracy in adapting to change and 
in dispensing justice. By libertarian democracy, I mean simply 
the system in which the rule of the majority at any given 
time rests on the guarantee of the right of minorities to con
vert themselves into new majorities. Such a system assumes 
political action to be in its essence a rational process. 

Large numbers of young people, however, have been led 
by events of the past five years to reject at least the methods 
of libertarian democracy for pursuing their goals and, in some 
instances, to reject such a system altogether as a viable po
litical ideal. As the war in Vietnam progressed, young people 
saw the government rigidly and sanctimoniously unresponsive 
to reason or criticism of its course. Johnson angrily denounced 
the participants in the anti-war movement, and Nixon watched 
a football game on television while hundreds of thousands of 
the best young people in our nation demonstrated in Wash
ington against the war. Increasingly persuaded that change 
was impossible within the Constitutional order, young people 
started to turn to civil disobedience, emotional agitation, and 
even violent protest. A feeling began to take hold that liberta
rian democracy itself was obsolete in the new world of eco
nomic, military, and intellectual corporatism. One saw a grow
ing conviction that party politics were a facade and a fake. 
One saw a growing cynicism about democratic institutions and 
a growing defection from the democratic process. 
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This feeling em d · 
with the failures f erte m.to a creed not merely disillusioned 

ful and antagonis~c :a:~:::~ democ:~c~ bu.t openly distrust
underestimates the ow . N.JY cnl:lcism IS that this creed 
power of the lp . er of rational democracy-that is, the 

peop e, m one way h 
modify the system d 1 . or anot er, to peacefully 

an a ter Its course. 

The growing acceptance of . 1 
fostered from the top f . VITo ence has been unwittingly 
nam has provided a od slocfietyd. he official violence in Viet-

rna e or omesr . 1 A 
created and made heroes of such a IC ~o ence. fter having 
Berets, we should not be alto eth speci~l force as the Green 
Panthers wearing berets anJ er :u.rpnsed to find the Black 
would, of course be sim 1. . practi:mg dose order drill. It 

' P Istlc to cite th 1 nam as a defense for violent oli . 1 . e examp e of Viet-
a profound error to uncle ~ tlca hactwn. But it would be 
tance of the war For th re~ Imate t e psychological impor-

. e pnmary prec d d 
rationale for violence come f h e ent an the primary 
Violence is an official realist/om t e established order itself. 

Liberals must share the bl A . 
state is in danger of st . . ~mel. . ny hberal democratic 

rammg Its egitima 'f . 
uses violence at home 0 b d h cy I It repeatedly 
f . r a roa w en a sub t . 1 

o Its people are wholl d s antia number 
W Y unpersua ed that v· 1 . 

e must remember that a l'b 1 d .IO. enc~ Is necessary. 
· h ' I era a numstratwn h pnme arc Itect of OUr War j• . v· Was t e 

P0 Icy m Ietnam. 

. And many compromises by liberals d . . 
times more hospitable t on omestic Issues in 

o generous and h 1. . 
today to be responsible f f umane po ICies appear 

b] or some o our fail · 1 
pro ems of racism and L ures m so ving the 
f . poverty. ooked u . h h 

o hmdsight, these com . " pon Wit t e benefit 
h b 

promises or accom d . , 
ave een politicall mo atwns might 

f y necessary at the time a d h f 
rom a tactical point of . B n t ere ore wise 
1 VIew. ut to man f h 

ca s these compromises f . h dd y o t e young radi-
failure of liberalism its burni~ a . ed proof of the inherent 
. ' o sesswn With refo . 1 . 
Its proclivity for band-aids and sa] rrrust ~o utwns, and 
needed. The accommodaf . ve when maJor surgery is 

wmst strategy of Jib 1' h 
years past was hailed as .t h' f era Ism, w ich in 
denounced as a sign of mi s lc hie bbs?urce of strength, is now 

ora s a mess. 

The New Left is not the 1 
eral politics. Some of th on ! source of criticism of Jib-

e most poignant criticism comes from 
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. Kristol for example, suggests that 
liberals themselves. _IM~g l . levant to today's needs: 

ld-fashioned liberahsm IS large y ure . r 
o . the dilemma of American h hera Ism 

So this, then, IS with legislative programs that 
today. It cannot come upd . h not been able to create 

· 't an It as 
appeal to the ma)On y, . . orities that need help. 

f the vanous mm f 
viable programs or 1 de that the future o 
And it would seem fair dto codnc ~ mediately ahead will r . . the eca es Iffi 1' 
American po ItlCS m . d'ff ent from those fami Iar 
b h ed along lines qmte l er 

e s ap h ll grown accustomed to. 
liberal ones we ave a 

h'fting middle ground between 
Today there is a great s I h . the past have called 

liberals and radica~s, b~th ~h: ::e:~ainness of attitudes is 
themselves re:olunonane:· by Barry Farrell. 
shown by this statemen f h 

h. was a few days a ter t e 
The last time I saw lffi . hich the Weather-

11th Street the one m w h'l 
explosion on ~ld Georgian town house w .l e 
men blew up the £.ned amite to make nitroglycenne 
cooking down so~~ yn friend was naturally appalled 
bombs. Being a paci st, my . h ld be into mak-

. h · the revolutiOn s ou 
that his brat ers I~ " h called them, meaning reckless 
ing bombs. "Custe:Ites, ~ t the same time it was 

fools riding to ~s~t~~~m ~~e:r craziness, as though h~ 
clear that he envie h' of moderation wasn t 

l e that IS sense . 
were no anger sur h b b s had raised the ante m 

l flaw T e om er h' lf really a mora . 1 . so that calling Imse 
the game he had been pt a:c;;:~hing entirely new. 
a revolutionary now mean . 

. . their ranks Without at 
But the liberal today ~a~no\ JO~nlt belief in orderly social 

the same time betraying his eep y ~d his voice to the brash 
change. And yet he is relulctanht to ~d and abet the dangerous 

d . g them est e ai . h 
chorus con emnm . ' . t to moderation rrug t 

. His comrrutmen l 
forces of repressiOn. d both of these a tema-

. ke half-gestures towar . ld 
tempt him to rna l . either since It wou 

h ld be no so unon , 
tives, but t at wou . h boldness is needed. 

. d · · at a nme w en convey m eCis10n . b ld 
. course of action that IS at once o 

What is called for IS. a 1 h ld not hesitate to denounce 
· · t The hbera s ou d bt and discnmma e. . 1 age that leaves no ou 
b h hould do so m angu h 

violence ut e s f h . ational provacateurs at t e 
that he is talking only o t e ur 
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fringes of the New Left and not the thousands of young peo
ple who feel alienated from our political system and have 
turned to large and small-scale protest as their sole means of 
political expression. 

But denunciation, however discriminate, cannot alone be 
the basis for an effective political program. The liberal must 
also be willing to take innovative and, at times risky steps 
to forge a new majority which could attract the alienated back 
into the political system. He must be winning to admit that 
many of our problems can no longer be solved by reformist 
methods, but will instead require radical departures. He 
must be willing to risk abuse and opprobrium from his 
current enemies as well as his traditional friends by seek
ing alliances not only with youthful reformers but also 
with the more rational elements of the New Left, not only 
with the poor blacks but also with poor whites, not only with 
black integrationists but also with black separatists. In short, 
he can no longer afford the luxury of unanimity of opinion 
among his political allies; the problems of today may very 
well be too complex to be susceptible to homogenous solu
tions. Instead, what he must seek is a new coalition encom
passing a wide range of economic, ethnic, and age groups, and 
unified not so much by a common political philosophy as by 
common fundamental concerns, such as discontent with 
present economic inequalities, estrangement from the seats 
of corporate and political power, and, perhaps most impor
tantly, general disgust and disaffection with all forms of vio
lence, whether in the hamlets of southeast Asia or on our 
college campuses, and whether in the revolutionary garble of 
the Weathermen or in the polysyllabic rhetoric of the Vice
President. 

Events of recent weeks, as tragic and unsettling as they 
are, provide, in my view, propitious circumstances for forging 
such a coalition. The initial reaction to the President's decision 
to expand the Vietnam War into Cambodia, as we all know, 
increased militancy and violence on our campuses, which led 
to the tragic deaths at Kent State and Jackson State. But now 
that the initial shock is subsiding thousands of students who 
a month ago had lost all faith in our political system are being 
driven back into it. There is now renewed talk of moving away 
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from political demonstration and towards political organiza
tion, with an eye toward the upcoming Fall elections. It 
would be a mistake to construe this shift as a sign of renewed 
hope among the young. Rather, they are turning once again 
toward electoral politics because they have nowhere else to 
go. The deaths in Ohio and Mississippi have shown them 
what the most articulate liberal could not-that violence is not 
only morally but politically bankrupt. These killings have 
shown them also how thin the line is which separates us all 
from the horrors of a police state. Disenchanted with violence 
but nevertheless distrustful of the system, they are forced to 
give democracy one more chance to work. All of us who share 
their vision of a just and peace-loving nation must make sure 
that it does. 

Our response must first be to end the war, then to cut the 
military to size, to eliminate the hopelessness, futility and 
alienation from which violence springs, and finally to restore 
an atmosphere in which rational discourse and the hope of 
peaceful change become possible again. 

I opened this paper by reference to the late John and 
Robert Kennedy. As hopeful as they were about this coun
try's future, they recognized the hypocrisy and the irrelevance 
ingrained in so much of America's policies and society. It was 
their idealism which helped start the current sense of revolt 
against the inequities and inadequacies of American life. They 
were concerned that the finest of our young people saw no 
future in working within the country's political system. They 
recognized a need to revolutionize peacefully by altering radi
cally and swiftly both our present public policies and our 
policy decision making apparatus. 

We must now learn how to turn the private alienation of 
the well motivated mass of student protestors into public 
aspiration; to mobilize their energetic discontent into construc
tive channels of reform instead of confrontation; to obtain their 
help in re-invigorating our society. Yet we cannot continue 
to preach gradualism to black students after a century of dis
crimination. We cannot tell white activists to be patient about 
a war which is immoral. Instead of excluding young people 
from the political decision making or denying them the chan
nels of communication, we must give them the opportunity for 
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increased public service, especia11 
democracy, and national e .l.Y .on behalf of peace, racial 

r conc1 Iation. 

James Baldwin said it well wh h 
country and saw the deepeni~g ;;n .. e looked out across our 
tween races and generations H h VISion~ and suspicions be
way. . e c aractenzed his fears in this 

The moment we cease to hold h h Th ~c oter 
e moment we break faith with 

The sea engulfs us and th J· h one another, 
e Ig t goes out. 

The days ahead urgent} 11 
war and bringing justice a~dca us t~. t~e task of ending the 
this country. reconciliation to the people of 
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