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[0:00:00] 

 

Interviewer: So my name is Uzair Ahmed.  Today is Thursday July 10th.  It’s 

2:30 I believe.  On behalf of Crossroads of Freedom, Aspire 

Program 2014, Rhodes College, and all other partners we’d like to 

thank you for being here with us. 

 

Interviewee: Thank you. 

 

Interviewer: So let’s start off with the basic questions.  What is your name? 

   

Interviewee: Malik Shaw. 

 

Interviewer: What is your occupation? 

 

Interviewee: I’m the director of education and outreach at Memphis Islamic 

Center at MIC.  We’ll refer it to MIC for now on. 

 

Interviewer: So are you from Memphis or are you from a different state? 

 

Interviewee: I’m from Detroit. 

 

Interviewer: So when did you come to Memphis?   

 

Interviewee: I’ve been to Memphis twice actually.  The first time I came to 

Memphis was in 1995; actually I went to college here.   

 

[0:01:00] 

 

Interviewee: After I got my master’s degree I went back to Detroit, then came 

back to Memphis after living in Arizona in 2009. 

 

Interviewer: So we know you embrace Islam, but we don’t know why.  Can you 

tell us? 

 

Interviewee: Why? 

 

Interviewer: Yeah. 

 

Interviewee: The whole story or just the why?  The why is – 



 Br. Malik Shaw MP3 Page 2 of 19 
    Interviewer, Interviewee  

www.verbalink.com    Page 2 of 19 
 

 

Interviewer: The whole story I guess.  That’s the fun part. 

 

Interviewee: That’s the fun part. 

 

[Laughter] 

 

Interviewee: So the story is when I was in high school I had a friend of mine 

who told me I was going to be Muslim, because I liked to read, and 

my father didn’t play.  Like you had to have good character in my 

father’s house, and I didn’t drink, or smoke, or anything like that.  

So in my neighborhood that meant you were going to be Muslim 

essentially, -- 

 

[0:02:00] 

 

Interviewee: -- that you read books, you didn’t drink or smoke, and you had 

some degree of character, because that’s all we knew of Islam.  

Fast forward about five years; a friend of mine was given some 

information about Islam from a young lady we knew over in the 

college.  He was leaving the University to go to another school, 

and the young lady contacted me, and asked can you get my stuff 

for me.  I was fine.  It’s not my stuff.  It’s not that difficult to get.  

So it was a pamphlet called the Muslim Christian Dialog, and 

before I could give it back to her I just took it home.  I like to read 

so I was just reading through it, and it kind of sparked my interest 

in Islam.  I already had it actually; it just used to sit on my table.  

So subsequently, -- 

 

[0:03:00] 

 

Interviewee: -- I gave her stuff back, went home, read some books.  I read the 

biograph of A Prophet in Islam by Karen Armstrong, because I 

wanted to read a non-Muslims view point of who he was.  I didn’t 

want kind of a slant.  So after that, after talking to some of my 

friends, who were a little bit more into the church talking to some 

pastors, they couldn’t really answer the questions that I had about 

Christianity.  So I actually just prayed.  I know you’re real.  You 

know I know God is real, and whatever the truth is then incline my 

heart towards that.  So the next day I actually woke up with kind of 
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a sense of peace.  I just became Muslim in my parents’ basement 

on summer vacation.  I didn’t go to a mass for about a year.  I just 

learned on my own at my own pace.  When I went back to school, 

I later married the young lady whose stuff it was – 

 

[0:04:00] 

 

Interviewee: -- and now we’re five kids in, and 15 years in of being married.  So 

that’s the story.   

 

Interviewer: So you said you had questions you asked pastors.  What were some 

of the questions that you had? 

 

Interviewee: Well it’s a whole lot of Trinity, and the scene counsel, what took 

place there.  I think the canonization of the bible, and things like 

that. 

 

Interviewer: So was your wife born Muslim? 

 

Interviewee: She converted, she was raised Catholic. 

 

Interviewer: Were you Catholic too? 

 

Interviewee: I went to Catholic high school, but I was raised Baptist.   

 

Interviewer: So when you converted, and you told all your parents, family, and 

friends what was their reaction? 

 

Interviewee: Well in the African American community, becoming Muslim is 

like a step up socially.  Yeah it’s seen as you’re doing something 

positive – 

 

[0:05:00] 

 

Interviewee: -- due to the fact that we have cultural heroes who were Muslim.  

You know we have Muhammad Ali.  You have Malcom X.  

There’s already a point of reference; Kareem Abdul Jabar, that 

people can say, oh you’re just like such and such.  I mean you had 

Tupac made a song I ain’t mad at you.  It says you’re a Muslim 

now, right?  So I learned a lot about Islam early on through rap 
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music, because a lot of the conscious rappers were Muslim.  So it 

wasn’t a foreign idea, and it was just normative for us.  

 

Interviewer: So what was your perception of Islam before you converted?  

What was like I guess how you saw it? 

 

Interviewee: I mean I knew Malcom X.  I knew the Nation of Islam.  I didn’t 

know anything about what people tradition of Sunni Islam.  I knew 

what people in my neighborhood knew.  If you didn’t drink, 

smoke, eat pork, you were intelligent, you’re Muslim.  That’s it.  

We didn’t know anything beyond that. I mean you wanted to better 

the community.  That was the template – 

 

[0:06:00] 

 

Interviewee: -- for being Muslim. 

 

Interviewer: So it was sort of like stereotype.  You guys were sort of taking 

advantage of a stereotype although not necessarily a bad one. 

 

Interviewee: Well yeah I mean to every stereotype there’s some truth.  I mean 

you didn’t drink, smoke, eat pork, or anything like that, and there 

is a belief in Islam that’s about character reformation.  I think that 

was the biggest thing for me becoming a Muslim and the people I 

knew who became Muslim.  The first thing was about reforming 

your character, and then you had a responsibility to go out and 

affect the community.  That was Islam for us. 

 

Interviewer: So after you converted did your perception of it change at all? 

 

Interviewee: No the perception didn’t change.  I think the difficult part was this 

thing we’re seeing.   

 

[0:07:00] 

 

Interviewee: Muslims who immigrated to America, we didn’t have a 

relationship with these people.  So the only relationship I had with 

Arabs per say was the liquor store.  So learning that this wasn’t 

part of their tradition in my neighborhood I had three friends killed 

at the liquor store.  So everybody knew it was kind of an evil place.  
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So becoming Muslim there was a process of I had to meet more 

people from the Arabian Peninsula.  You know people who I 

would say were practitioners, or people who were trying to live up 

to the standard, because my view, I wasn’t given a healthy view in 

our community – 

 

[0:08:00] 

 

Interviewee: of what the people were.  

 

Interviewer: So did you go to like Dearborn or something? 

 

Interviewee: No my mom lives in Dearborn, but no in Dearborn, and again a lot 

of the religious lives are affected by your social reality.  So the 

social reality for African Americans and for Arabs who are in 

Dearborn is there’s always been this kind of antagonism due to the 

historical landscape that the city of Dearborn at one point did not 

want African Americans to live there.  In the ‘20s when Henry 

Ford went and brought the Middle East there was this hate.  

Dearborn accepted them while they didn’t accept the African 

Americans who were immigrating from the South.  So that created 

this kind of antagonism.  Neither of these groups were in power 

enough to be able to not like each other.  Much like Hispanics and 

African Americans in like Oakland, you know in California – 

 

[0:09:00] 

 

Interviewee: -- these two groups don’t know why they have animosity, but it’s 

there, and then you’re operating on the stereotypes as well.  They 

had a stereotype of what each group was.   

 

Interviewer: So can you tell us a little bit about Islam in Memphis, what you 

know about it? 

 

Interviewee: From what I understand, the Masjid Al-Mu’minum was the first 

Masjid here, and then those people were coming out of the nation 

of Islam, and then transitioning to Warith Deen Mohammed’s 

community, and are still affiliated with Warith Deen Mohammed.  

Then we have to consider the South Memphis area.  Then after I 

think 1965 you have Asiatic bar zone left.  This one in the ‘70s you 
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get an influx of students from Pakistan, the traditional Muslim 

world who comes in since you build another facility later on – 

 

[0:10:00] 

 

Interviewee: --  I think the Masjid of Islam.  Some of them used to go to Masjid 

Mu-minun if I’m not mistaken when they first came, but due to 

you know city where people live, and then what’s going on in the 

city, and how the city of Memphis progress.  You have that 

Masjid, and you have a Masjid up North that came later, I think 

was a campus Masjid for the MSA.  Then subsequently you get 

MIC, or the decade, or 15, 20 years after I still don’t know when it 

was created.  So from what I’ve seen, I mean it’s the story of Islam 

in any kind of major city or major city is that you have a group of 

African Americans who were there, and then subsequently you get 

people who have immigrated there, and the numbers grow as 

immigration grows, and then as families grow, and people have 

kids, and you get in the second and third generation – 

 

[0:11:00] 

 

Interviewee: --, it’s the same story here is sounds like from what I understand. 

 

Interviewer: So you were talking about the animosity between like the African 

Americans and Arabs.  So have you ever felt any of that since 

you’ve become Muslims, like in any ___, or anything? 

 

Interviewee: Yeah, I mean I think it’s only normal.  Now I look at it as if some 

spaces, I grew up in a black church.  So 99.9 percent of not 100 

percent of the parishioner were black.  Church was more than just 

church.  I mean it was a social reality for us.  It was the only 

institution that we controlled since our existence in the country.  So 

I understand the people who have immigrated and built their own 

Masjid.  Now they’re going to kind of ethnocentric, because it’s 

more than a Masjid for people.  It’s the place where you find 

home.  It’s like your slice of home. 

 

[0:12:00] 
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Interviewee: It’s what people from your same home town, your village you find 

out where do you move?  If I come to Memphis, where am I going 

to go to learn where to move, where to work, where to shop.  

That’s the Masjid for a lot of people.  So sometimes coming into 

that reality when you’re not in the dominate group, there’s already 

going to some apprehension on both fronts.  These people come 

from lands that are 100 percent Muslims.   They may have never 

have seen a convert in their life, so what do we do with you, and 

you’re coming here saying I’ve never dealt with these kind of 

people in my life, because I’m from Detroit.  Detroit is 

overwhelmingly African American city, but I guess my only 

encounter with an Arab was when I was about 14, and then that 

was the liquor store.  So that wasn’t a great encounter.  So we both 

come with this baggage, and we bring this to each other.  Due – 

 

[0:13:00] 

 

Interviewee: -- to the fact that the Masjid is a place that makes agued.  It’s a 

place to talk to your lord.  So sometime as soon as you Salam out, 

there’s no interaction often.  I mean not that people have ill 

intentions.  There’s no interaction.  We’re tribal in a sense.  We’re 

still tribal.  So we still have that baggage until it’s broken down by 

just talking, and then understanding, and having empathy for both 

people’s background.  So that’s happening over time.  Some places 

does have, and sometimes you deal with people’s stuff.  Humans 

are interesting man. 

 

[Laughter] 

 

Interviewer: So when you first came here in 1995, what was the Muslim 

community like? 

 

Interviewee: I don't know.  I wasn’t Muslim when I came here.  After I became 

Muslim I didn’t go to a Masjid yet.  I actually found them to be 

very intimidating.   

 

[0:14:00] 

 

[Laughter] 
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Interviewee: I mean not that it was their fault.  I was just new to my conversion, 

and realizing that my religious institution was almost 100 percent 

African American.  So we would occasionally have a white 

parishioner come in, who probably enjoyed the music, right, they 

wanted to hear the gospel music.  So to go from that to almost 

flipping it over going to a Masjid where now you’re probably 1 to 

2 percent of the population is a major shift, and that’s intimidating, 

because for 20 years this is how I worshiped God with other people 

who looked like me, talked like me, shared experience to go into 

somebody else’s space is uncomfortable.  Not that it’s bad, it’s just 

uncomfortable. 

 

[0:15:00] 

 

Interviewer: It just feels weird. 

 

Interviewee: Yeah, it’s very strange. 

 

Interviewer: What about when you came back in 2009, how did it feel? 

 

Interviewee: Well after living in different places, and then studying Islam, and 

then meeting people who were trying to fulfill the prophetic legacy 

of varying backgrounds; Arabs, Pakistanis, Milesians, it opens 

your mind a little bit, and then growing up you start to mature, 

because from then when I converted I wasn’t a parent.  I wasn’t a 

father.  I wasn’t a husband.  Now to be a husband, and a father, and 

you’re looking at how can I pass this religion down now you’re 

looking at things a lot differently than just I just want to go, and 

pray, and leave.  I’m cool with that.  It’s beyond that now.  So – 

 

[0:16:00] 

 

Interviewee: -- looking at it now I mean the one difference obviously is MIC is 

here, which is a different kind of reality than what the other Masjid 

offer.  Every Masjid to me has its own vibe, and has its own 

rhythm.  So the rhythm is a little more defined, at least for me.  

When I look at them I know what they offer.  I know, not that 

they’re bad spaces but I know what they offer.  I know what 

Masjid Juno offers.  I know what Masjid Islam offers.  I know 

what MIC offers.  I know what Masjid Mu’nimum offers, and 
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being human you need at different points in your life you need a 

little bit of each one of those places.  That to me is – 

 

[0:17:00] 

 

Interviewee: -- the biggest difference.  That at periods of time you may want to 

go ahead and share gossip.  At another period of time I may want 

to go Masjid Mu’minun, just because it feels like home.  I mean if 

you want to go do some community service within the Masjid.  

Masjid Mu’minun is strategically placed to do that.  If I want to go 

to Masjid At-Taqwa, because of its serenity; I mean it’s a very 

serene place.  If I wanted they have good circles.  You know every 

place has its own kind of vibe.   

 

Interviewer: So it’s own unique niche, I guess. 

 

Interviewee: Yeah, that’s it, and I think that’s healthy. 

 

Interviewer: So when you came in 1995 did you know any other Muslims?   

 

Interviewee: No. 

 

Interviewer: How many Muslims did you know? 

 

Interviewee: In ’95 when I became Muslim?  I didn’t know any other Muslim.   

 

Interviewer: What about in 2009 did you know any Muslims before you came? 

 

Interviewee: In 2009, yeah I knew some people here. 

 

Interviewer: Would you like to share them? 

   

[0:18:00] 

 

Interviewee: I mean they were good people.  I knew some people here.  I meant 

I knew people who were here. 

 

Interviewer: So when you came here, was it different?  How different was it 

from other places? 
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Interviewee: The city is different.  Memphis is different as a city probably 

because to me the most influential American died here, and was 

assassinated.  He didn’t just die here, but being assassinated here 

makes a city more about social justice, because that was his thing 

was social justice.  So for him to die here the city now is a place of 

social justice, and it’s a poverty stricken city, but the soul of the 

people is very rich here, which is different than other places.  You 

have the historical landscape if you’re by the Mississippi, you have 

– 

 

[0:19:00] 

 

Interviewee: the history of slavery Memphis being an outpost of civil war.  We 

had a lot of African Americans come and seek freedom in 

Memphis.  The demographics of Memphis, is why people call it 

Chocolate City.  I mean it’s 73, 76 percent African American, and 

then it’s racial history.  So the Muslim community is entwined in 

this you can’t as Azeri Hak Mazurka said beware of places.  Places 

have stereotypes, and are conscious of stereotypes because you 

will be involved in those stereotypes, and you will be touched by 

those, and it will kind of shape how you even see the world no 

matter how you try to say well I’m not.  That’s your reality.  So in 

Memphis everything is kind of views through a racial lens, because 

that’s the dominate discourse.   

 

[0:20:00] 

 

Interviewee: So the community speaks in terms of race, which is healthy I think, 

because in other places I’ve lived race is nonexistent.  Nobody 

even wants to talk about it even to our own advantage.  If you look 

at the saeda, the prophets use race as an advantage. 

 

Interviewer: How so? 

 

Interviewee: When people would come to Medina, and convert often times he 

would say well you go back to your people, and tell them the 

message, because he understood that people take the message, this 

is about relationships.  If you look at when prophets speak, and 

they say oh my people in the Quran, this is more than just oh my 

people.  you know what I mean, this is like this is how we get 
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down.  We eat the same, we do the same thing, we play the same 

sports, and we dress the same.  You know like when the man came 

to the prophethood, and to them he was almost in awe, and he 

couldn’t speak.  The prophethood said I’m a man that might want 

to just eat dried meat.  

 

I[0:21:00] 

 

Interviewee: He says I’m just like.  To us that reference doesn’t even make 

sense.  It’s like oh okay.   

 

[Laughter] 

 

Interviewee: Alright, but when you can use that to your advantage for the same 

goal that you use race and ethnicity to your own advantage as a 

community to get to a certain goal because you understand that 

people will take a message different from someone else who’s just 

like in their tribe.  Use the tribe to your advantage.  Don’t act like 

it doesn’t exist.  If you act like it doesn’t exist, than you’re always 

going to be bumping your head up against the wall.  Every group is 

comfortable with their group.  It doesn’t mean that just because I 

don’t like chocolate ice cream doesn’t mean that I hate chocolate 

ice cream if I prefer vanilla, or strawberry ice cream doesn’t mean 

I hate chocolate.  No.  I’m more comfortable – 

 

[0:22:00] 

 

Interviewee: -- eating vanilla ice cream, because it’s what I’m used to eating.  

That’s human.  If I grew up eating Briones, then I’m more 

comfortable eating Briones.  I didn’t grow up Briones.  It seems to 

be tasty food, but I would prefer to eat macaroni and cheese, and 

greens.  It doesn’t mean I hate the other.  So we have to begin to 

use it, and I see here more of using race to your advantage than in 

other places, because it’s almost ignored often in other places, and 

being from the North I will say, I think in the South you are able to 

have conversations that we’re not able to have in the North. 

 

Interviewer: What are some of the things you have done, or are planning to do 

for the Memphis Muslim community?  So any projects, have you 

done any projects in Memphis? 
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Interviewee: Yeah, well the one obviously I work at Munsey.  The big thing for 

me was – 

 

[0:23:00] 

 

Interviewee: -- about the kind of connecting piece was Muslims have to get out 

in there society, and kind of work at being a blessing for the city 

we live in, because we’re blessed to live in Memphis.  We don’t 

have a lot of these issues that Muslims have in other cities because 

of the social justice aspect of Memphis, and because you have this 

history that people don’t want to oppress anybody in Memphis.  So 

I think as a religious community, for me, it’s about we owe these 

people to be in the game, to live out the prophetic legacy of 

feeding people, clothing people, teaching people, just caring for 

people.  So that’s the one thing that entails in my MIC and working 

with some of the younger people who have a lot of energy to do 

that, and also – 

 

[0:24:00] 

 Interviewee: -- working with converts as well.  We created an organization 

called IM’ing, which is essentially trying to keep converts in, and 

how do we use all these people’s skills for the broader community?  

The first thing you have to keep people in, which is the same thing 

in MIC.  You have to get your young people, get them in in 

whatever fashion that looks like.  So that could be like we rented a 

basketball gym.  That might mean renting the gym.  That may 

mean playing basketball like after to 11:30 to 12:00 at night 

because they have this energy, and if that’s what keeps them in 

engaged, or just in the community in some form.  It’s going to be 

different for everybody else.  So finding those niches where people 

can feel like okay I’m here.  Some people love to do community 

service.  Some people have never done community service, and it’s 

like pulling teeth to get them, but for some people you can tell 

them get up, and we’ve had you had to get up at 8:00 in the 

morning we’re going to here. 

 

[0:25:00] 
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Interviewee: I mean they’re there.  You know and I’ll say I’ve never got up this 

early for anything in my life.  So the projects in the future are 

really to kind of keep the relationships out of there, and build 

more, and really get into the schools.  I mean we started a 

scholarship, two scholarships this year.  We adopted a school, and 

we’re going to adopt a couple more schools, and really try to be a 

means of a blessing for the city. 

 

Interviewer: So what is the name of the scholarships that you mentioned that 

you guys started? 

 

Interviewee: The Malcom X scholarship and the Alexander Russel-Web 

scholarship. 

 

Interviewer: You’ve stated before that you work at MIC.  What’s your exact 

position?  What do you do? 

 

Interviewee: Director of education and outreach.  So outreach is kind of what 

we’ve been talking about, which is not just outreach to the non-

Muslim community, or to the city, but also within the Muslim 

community, -- 

 

[0:26:00] 

 

Interviewee: -- within you know Pleasant View, or the Masjids.  So Masjid 

Mu’minun has a food pantry.  So we take young people from MIC 

to go volunteer at the food pantry, but it’s kind of intra religious 

things where reaching out to one of our own co-religionist, they 

have a skill set.  I mean they are strategically placed to do 

something that is part of what the tradition calls us to do.  Then we 

have young people who want to do that, who need to see that part 

of the city, who never even see that part of the city, and who need 

to see Muslims within a Masjid serving the poor.  So that’s part of 

outreach within the community.  Then outreach outside – 

 

[0:27:00] 

 

Interviewee: -- of the community is kind of working with schools, working with 

the city, working with other organizations.  We’ve done some with 

the Latino Memphis, some other organizations in this city. 
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Interviewer: So in your opinion what is the value of having a community center 

that is a catalyst of South girls? 

 

Interviewee: Well what we have to understand is when you’re going to 

indigenize the religion and new land you need multiple institutions, 

because people have multiple issues.  So you need a Masjid.  

Everybody understands, I mean it’s ___ to create a Masjid.  Then 

you also need a space where people can feel like it’s their own 

space.  Ownership and self-esteem run hand in hand. 

 

[0:28:00] 

 

Interviewee: I mean if you feel like you own something or your community 

owns something it gives you a sense of pride that you can’t get any 

other way, because you always feel like a visitor or a guess in 

someone else’s stuff.  So you need community centers for that 

purpose, but you also need community centers because some of 

our needs are pretty unique.  As a community we have some 

unique things.  We’ve rented out the swimming pool at the Y, for 

some of the young ladies to swim after it closes.  Now if you had a 

center that was your space so you didn’t have to do that how many 

women would participate?  At the time period we have is like two 

hours, and it may be inconvenient for some people, but that’s the 

only time we can get it ,but if they had an open time when they 

could use the pool, and that’s a challenge for us as a community, 

because some of our young ladies, and women – 

 

[0:29:00] 

 

Interviewee: --in our community this is a health risk if they can’t exercise.  If 

they feel like they can’t go out and exercise, because of you know 

they feel that the space isn’t conducive for them, and that’s a risk.  

You know and heart disease, and high blood pressure, and all the 

things that come with not exercise, and not having an active life 

style.  So you need it for that, and then I think for the next 

generation there needs to be something they’re responsible for.  

You can pass down ideas, but sometimes ideas need to turn into 

institutions, and people need to be responsible for these 

institutions.  You know this is a baton that you’re being given, and 



 Br. Malik Shaw MP3 Page 15 of 19 
    Interviewer, Interviewee  

www.verbalink.com    Page 15 of 19 
 

then what are you going to do going forward.  So this is what 

you’re parents have done.  This is what they’ve created.  So your 

responsibility is to take this to another level, and you – 

 

[0:30:00] 

 

Interviewee: -- need that.  Young people need that responsibility.  That’s in 

short why I think you need it.  We can go a long this of things 

about why. 

   

[Laughter] 

 

Interviewer: So you told us about the outreach part of your title.  What about 

the education part? 

   

Interviewee: The education part deals with from the time a child is about two or 

three years old, by the time they go into Mother’s Day Out to 

young adults really, let’s try to see what happens to you when you 

first walk into MIC as a toddler.  What are you learning?  So that it 

can be linear.  You know it’s not just going to be your learning the 

same thing over and over, and then specific ages you need certain 

things.  You know young people need good user experience.  They 

need to be able to play.  They need to have good experiences just 

in the place.  You want to create— 

 

[0:31:00] 

 

Interviewee: -- a love for the place.  Then once you hit like school age, now you 

need to start learning some things, and what do you need to learn?  

I mean as you get older, you need to have some understanding of 

the religion so that once you become 13, 14 you have some 

conviction of the religion.  You can’t be convicted of anything you 

don’t understand.  So it’s a process of trying to come up with a 

system that flows, and that reaches people wherever they are in 

their time and space of their age, and their reality that they’re in.  

The majority of Muslim kids go to public schools.  So you have a 

short time span to be with them, and then educating parents about 

what they’re going through, and then educating the community at 

large.  We used to have a program about nutrition, because just – 
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[0:32:00] 

 

Interviewee: -- education in a holistic way. 

 

Interviewer: So can you name some of these projects that you’re working on? 

 

Interviewee: That we’ve worked on or going forward? 

 

Interviewer: Both I guess.   

 

Interviewee: So probably around Ramadan time we had a nutrition program 

about eating healthy and Ramadan, so that we’re not gaining 

weight in Ramadan.  Trying to learn to eat healthy, because you 

know it talks about eating allow and what’s tiheeb, and we don’t 

really often talk about that, but that’s a serious thing about, 

particularly in the time we live in with the food thing with GMOs, 

hot Cheetos, and all that other stuff people like to eat.  We need to 

talk about food and how to eat healthy.  Another program we have 

is going to you know Masjid Mu-minun, going out and doing 

community service.   

 

[0:33:00] 

 

Interviewee: I used to do this program with Roads on Tuesday at the soup 

kitchen.  You know we’re taking young people there.  I don't know 

whatever religion becomes kind of kinetic instead of like auto 

____, and you’re just learning from books.  You need to really get 

on the ground and do the stuff.  Sundays we have a class.  It’s 

called Dean for teens.  You know trying to look at their reality, and 

make it to where they understand it, as well as giving them what do 

you need.  As a young person, they’re at a certain space.  They 

may need to know like what’s ____, like what do they have to do 

to be a Muslim, because you have, again, a vast array of young 

people.  Some who go to the Masjid often, some who are Hamza, 

some who are studying to be Hamza, and you have some people 

who are I’m just a Muslim, which is fine.  That’s just where they 

are, and then you have some who don’t k now anything.  They’ve 

– 

 

[0:34:00] 
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Interviewee: -- in a Muslim household, but they never learned a lot, and so 

we’re meeting them where they are, is a responsibility of the 

institution, and that’s falls on me.  You know so we have like 

Mother’s Day out.  We have Sunday school, Saturday school, 

trying to educate not just the young people, but the parents.  We do 

a monthly program called Beacons of Light, and we’ll go into 

parenting issues.  We’re just trying to educated parents on what 

young people go through, and some parenting strategies too.  So 

that’s a couple of the programs we have going now. 

 

Interviewer: So we’re going to wrap this up.  Is there anything else you like to 

tell us or add to anything you said before? 

 

Interviewee: No, I don't think, that’s it.  I do think Muslims in Memphis are – 

 

[0:35:00] 

 

Interviewee: -- blessed immensely.  I often wonder do we understand that.  

That’s probably it.  Do we really appreciate like the blessings?  I 

know people who live in other cities where there’s a lot more 

Muslims, and a couple of things come to mind.  What they often 

say is we’re not doing anything here.  They’ll say man, I see some 

of the programs y'all doing, and we’re not doing anything here, and 

two like having the Muslims in March for the city acknowledges 

your contribution, and almost wants you to educate.  I mean not 

almost.  I mean essentially saying go out and educate the 

community about Islam.  That’s a blessing.  You know that’s a real 

blessing.  I mean the ability to have multiple Masjids, to have a 

community that is giving.  From what I’ve seen, you know the 

people here – 

 

[0:36:00] 

 

Interviewee: -- are pretty giving people.  They believe in a project.  They’re not 

stingy people, and that keeps your blessings coming.  So that’s it.   

 

Interviewer: Alright, that’s it.  

 

Interviewee: Stick a fork in it right? 
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Interviewer: So thank you for being here. 

 

Interviewee: Are you going to edit that.  So say thank you for being here again. 

 

[Laughter] 

 

Interviewer: So thank you for being here again.  So I hope you have a nice day. 

 

Interviewee: Thank you.  Serious question here. 

 

Interviewer: Yeah, can you tell us about your first Ramadan in Eid? 

 

Interviewee: Okay so the first Ramadan, this is what people often don’t 

understand about conversion.  It was terribly – 

 

[0:37:00] 

 

Interviewee: -- lonely, because I was at home.  Nobody else is fasting, and I 

almost had to hide it from people.  You often don’t want to say I’m 

fasting.  I remember my mother wanted to go to breakfast, and so I 

went, and I didn’t eat.  She’s like come on this is ridiculous right?  

Eat!  She, you know because it was different for her.  The other 

thing I Eid didn’t exist for me.  It just I didn’t know what Eid was, 

and there was no who am I going to celebrate with, and this is kind 

of what converts still go through, because if you don’t have 

anybody to celebrate with does a holiday really exist?  So part of it 

being a holiday is that there are people to celebrate it with it, which 

was – 

 

[0:38:00] 

 

Interviewee: -- part of the reason why that loneliness drove me, it was part of 

the motivation for creating a meaning so that other people, you 

know you take your pain and you do something with it, and then 

you understand other people who are going through that.  So it was 

lonely.  I mean the first few years were terribly lonely, and having 

a child was the motivator too.  We have to create our own kind of 

traditions here of what Eid was, but yeah the first Ramadan was 

terribly lonely.  I mean you’re breaking.  People don’t understand 
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that breaking fast on your own, that’s just not natural.  I don't think 

it’s not natural, nor normal.  You know what I mean?  Then when 

Ramadan is over you’ve went through this tremendous religious 

experience, and it just ends, not it’s over, because I didn’t even go 

to a prayer.  I didn’t know you were supposed to, and then what do 

you do?  Even when I went to the first prayer – 

 

[0:39:00] 

 

Interviewee: -- it’s like what are you supposed to do here?  Then you’re in this 

__, and it’s like being in a room, and you’re alone.  Being in a 

room full of people, and you’re by yourself.  You don’t know 

anybody.  You don’t even know like how does this work, like am I 

supposed to bow?  This guy is saying takebee, am I supposed to 

start praying? 

 

[Laughter] 

 

Interviewee: So yeah it was very lonely, and I would say to people who are 

raised in Muslim families, that is an immense blessing, because 

your whole family understands that reality of what’s happening, 

and you get to breakfast together.  You know to leave your ___ to 

visit relatives, and you know they’re very cordial, so they’ll wait 

sometimes so I’ll say I’ll eat dinner this time, but it’s not a 

communal thing.  It wasn’t a communal thing.  So appreciate it. 

 

[Laughter] 

 

[0:40:00] 

 

[End of Audio] 


