
 20090625_Fulton Page 1 of 20 
Sharlene Mickens, Courtney Waters, Elizabeth Saba 

www.verbalink.com  Page 1 of 20 

Elizabeth Saba: Thank you for participating in this interview and sharing 

information about yourself and about Hyde Park, so thank you for 

being here.  We'll just start with some basic questions to learn 

more about you if that's okay. 

Sharlene Mickens: That's fine. 

Elizabeth Saba: Would you mind just stating your name for the record so we have 

it? 

Sharlene Mickens: My name is Sharlene Romita Rometa Mickens.  I am 39 years old, 

a native of Memphis, Tennessee, been here in the Hyde Park North 

Memphis area, as we want to say, West Stovall area for the rest of 

my life.  Basically, it's just good to be home, you know, even 

though I've left Hyde Park, moved out in the Frayser 

communityCommunity.  Frayser community Community is my 

home.  It's my second home 'cause because I went to junior high 

school and high school out in that area, and I lived out in that area 

for ten years.  I had a home for ten years.  So, now, due to 

foreclosure I lost that house in Frasier., d Due to job less loss and 

current events that has happen in my lifetime, so basically I'm out 

here in this area again in the family home we have in the Hyde 

Park community Community area on Stovall, and it's just 

wonderful to be back where you grew up. 

0:01:19.9 

Sharlene Mickens: Be'Cause sometimes we want to leave, we want to, you know, 

make a name for our self, be able to function and be able to enjoy 

ourselves, be able to do what you want to do, as they say, but as 

you get older, things do happen, and you might have to return to 

where you came come from and return back home.  And I'm not 

going to lie to you.  It was a hard transition for me because been 

there ten years, you know, loved the house that I was in, but I had 

to realize that God was calling me back out to where I grew up to 

something better to be able to help the neighborhood be a blessing 

to our younger generation. 

0:02:02.2 

Sharlene Mickens: So, I'm really thrilled, and I'm very excited to be back in this area 

again. 

Elizabeth Saba: Can you tell me a little bit about the neighborhood you grew up in? 

Sharlene Mickens: The neighborhood I grew up in, oh my goodness, basically I can 

tell you that it was a lot of children in the neighborhood.  We did 

some of the craziest things in the neighborhood.  We had fun in the 
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neighborhood.  We was were bused over to Grandview Heights out 

in Frayser, that was during our elementary days.  That was kind of 

challenging because Shannon back then in the early '70s, late '80s 

it was mostly fourth, fifth and sixth grade.  They didn’t have first, 

second and third grade, so we had to be bused over to Grandview, 

so once we was were  

Sharlene Mickens: bussedbused from first, second, third grade to Grandview that kind 

you know, it didn’t mess us up so – we still had fun, but it was just 

a transition trying to leave a neighborhood, going over to another 

neighborhood, then coming back form one neighborhood to come 

back to – home to our neighborhood. 

0:03:07.2 

Elizabeth Saba: So then you went back to Shannon? 

Sharlene Mickens: Then youYes, I went back to Shannon.  So, it was like you had to 

wait 'til until you were like nine or ten years old to go to Shannon.  

Back in those days it was really fun, and on the corner of Letra 

Nedra and Britton there was a church, Prince of Peace back then in 

those days.  So, we had a corner church.  Then we had a 

neighborhood store where we were always waiting for when the 

bus to comecame and picked us up. B because the bus picked us up 

in front of Prince of Peace, and when we went to school, there was 

a store across the street.  We always got off the bus, go to the little 

corner store and get our little candy, little cupcakes, and all the 

little amenities, you know, that children did.  At, and at the end, we 

always go across to Prince of Peace.,  and bBack then, they had 

like a long sidewalk and especially when it snowed and iced up, 

we used to make a little skating rink.  (Laughter)  We would just 

slide across there. 

0:04:08.8 

Sharlene Mickens: When we got off the bus, we'd just – it was just like whatever you 

wanted to do.  We'd just run real fast and slide across there, and 

that was so much fun.  Now, I'm going to tell you I did get bruised.  

I fell on my butt, and when I fell on my butt I just slid all the way 

down the street.  I'm like okay.  But it was fun.  We used to do that 

all the time, especially when it snowed.  We'd get snowballs and 

throw snowballs at each other.  We just had a wonderful time.   

 

We was more of a knit community because we could go over to so-

and-so's house, we play, we ride our bikes, we played games, we – 

the parents back then, they'd feed us, give us Kool-Aid. and –  
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Elizabeth Saba: Yeah.  Can you tell me a little bit about your family and your 

parents and what they did and any siblings you have? 

0:04:59.7 

Sharlene Mickens: Now, back then– I was over on Stovall.  It was my grandmother, 

my grandfather and my mother.  Basically, for me, it was more like 

I had to find myself, be'cause I wasn't a type of person that stayed 

in the house a whole lot.  Never have, never will be.  I've always 

wanted to be out with the children, and it was kind of hard trying 

to go out in the streets 'cause because my grandmother was strict 

when it came to that.  She stated, "NO, you ain't going to do it like 

the rest of them do.  We going to make you stay in the house.  We 

going to teach you this.  We going to make sure that you're safe," 

because they'd buy me – they bought me a swing, a slide like a 

playground set in the backyard.  So, I always just bring the little 

friends over to me.  Come on over here.  They just loved it.  So, it 

was kind of difficult. 

0:05:55.8 

Sharlene Mickens: Now, my grandmother, she was more of a girly girl. (Laughter)  I 

was more of a tomboy.  (Laughter)  So, she was trying to instill in 

me the girlyness in me, and I was trying to be the girl and the 

tomboy with being with the boys, just wanted to be active and 

play.  She- She's deceased now.  Her name was Odessa 

WoodsBrooks, and she's deceased now, but I can say that I really 

learned a lot from her because I stayed with her and my 

grandfather while my mother worked at IRS for the federal Federal 

governmentGovernment, and she was working late at night, early 

in the mornings. 

 

So, basically, my grandmother was taking care of me while she 

was at work.  My grandfather worked at Sears Crosstown, and he 

stayed there.  He worked there for 40 years, and I was more knit to 

them, in a sense, and a lot of people ask me, "What about your 

mother?  You don’t never talk about your mother."  I say it's not 

that I don't love her, but at that period that wasn't that connection.  

But we have a bond.  We've always had a loving bond, but you 

know by her in her younger days working trying to provide to take 

care of me, I understood that.   

0:07:22.5 

Sharlene Mickens: And basically, when I talk, I talk about her, my mother, her name 

was Shirdeen – her name is Shirdeen Shirldine Mickens, and I talk 

about her a lot along with my grandfather, Thomas Brooks, 
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Junior,Jr., and then I had have an uncle named Thomas Brooks, III.  

Now, I was his sweetheart, and the funny thing about that was my 

grandfather and my uncle they wanted a boy so bad.  They thought 

I was going to be a boy, but they fell in love with me once I 

became a girl – once they found out I was a girl.  So, they basically 

brought out the tomboy in me in the sports. 

0:08:04.0 

Sharlene Mickens: They taught me everything I wanted to know about sports because 

they wanted a boy they could teach football, basketball, baseball.  

So, they got me into the football and the basketball. 

Courtney Waters: So, that's where that sports comes from. 

Sharlene Mickens: Tht’sThat is where that sports come from. The early childhood, 

that's where that comes from, because my uncle he'd always take 

me to the basketball courts, wherever he went.  Go to the 

basketball courts, go to the store, basically wherever he went I 

went.  So, he was staying with my grandparents at the time, so he 

had a room back in the back.  I listened to music be'cause he loved 

music.  My uncle wrotewrite music, anything dealing with music 

he can write and, sing.  So, that's where the music side came in 

with him as well.  That's where I learned liking music, . Bbe back 

there listening, and having the headsets on., I’d be up there 

listening to the music and, singing. 

0:09:05.0 

Sharlene Mickens: He can sing and. w  Write.  You know, just – now, I will say that 

that was special to be around Thomas Brooks III and to really just 

experience manhood, experience teaching me to respect men, to 

understand men, how to relate to men, how to hold a conversation 

with men, what makes a man tick, what makes him not tick, what 

can you talk about, how can you strike up a conversation with a 

man.  So, those two men, I am blessed to say they really taught me 

a whole lot about myself, what I can do as a woman. 

Elizabeth Saba: And did these role models continue throughout school, throughout 

elementary school, middle school, high school and your interest in 

sports as well?  Can you talk a little bit about the schools you went 

to and the activities you were involved in during that and just what 

it was like in general? 

0:10:09.2 

Sharlene Mickens: Okay.  Now, in Grandview Heights that's first, second and third.  

Really wasn't too much sports involved.  That was like your basic 
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recess, you go out, play on the playground and different things.  

So, when I went to Shannon, that's where the sports part came in 

because they had cheerleading.  Cheerleading was popular.  I 

wanted to be a cheerleader so bad, but the problem was I didn't 

want to break my legs.  I said I ain't doing no splits, because I had 

a friend that was a cheerleader at Shannon, and she was like, "You 

ought to be able to do a cheerleader," and back then they had like a 

little step team. 

 

And I said, "Well, I can do that, but I don't want to do step team," 

so I said that's not for me.  Basically, every year they had a thing 

called May Day.  That's like where they had relay races.  They had 

kickball, basketball, baseball, different little things like this.  So, I 

always participated in that with the relay races, something like 

track, always did the little basketball.  So, I always – that's where 

the sports came in was Shannon. 

0:11:15.8 

Sharlene Mickens: Then from elementary to junior high I went to Trezevant, so during 

recess time we always did some type of sport.  They taught us the 

basketball side, volleyball, baseball.  So, I picked up the volleyball 

very well and basketball.  So, I really turned to the basketball side 

of it.  I was dealing with the boys then, so I wanted to mix in with 

the boys then.  I always went with the basketball.  I had no 

problem with it because I always wanted to get out there with the 

boys and basically it didn’t bother me.  I felt comfortable when it 

came with the guys.  So, they taught me how to shoot, so that's 

where I got the shooting from.  The defensive side, I learned that 

from my grandfather and my uncle, so they taught me the basics of 

the defense, but I didn't have the offensive side.  So, they taught 

me basically the offensive side of the game.  So, I started picking 

that up real, real well.  So, they would always get me to come out 

there and do the defensive side.   

 

Sometimes I used to play with them after recess because we did 

that the first thing in the morning.  I don't know why they'd want us 

to do PE as soon as you get up out the bed.   

0:12:33.3  

Sharlene Mickens: That was first period.  I'm like okay.  But that was – even though it 

was all good and it was okay, so basically that was good for me to 

have that challenge and know the guys could depend on me and 

trust in me enough where I could be able to get out there and have 

that confidence to play in the junior high side of the sport. 
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Elizabeth Saba: I was going to say go back to your senior year and all these 

activities and sports influences you've had on your life, senior year, 

how did you view your future choices? 

0:13:09.7 

Sharlene Mickens: During the senior year I think the senior year for me was a trial 

period, not in reference to a sports thing because the first thing I 

can say is now my Uncle Thomas, he died when I was around 

fifteen years old, and that kind of threw me a little bit because I 

went through depression, a state of depression, and it was kind of 

difficult for me because he died – I was prepared that he was going 

to leave us, but I didn't anticipate him leaving sooner than we were 

told.  So, that kind of threw me off a little bit going into my senior 

year, my sophomore and my junior year.  So, my senior year it was 

more of a different change for me 'cause I really wasn't as active 

and vocal in my senior year when it came to different choices that I 

made, not saying I had a bad senior year.  I had a good senior year.  

When it came to choices and decisions it was more serious.  It was 

more focused.  It wasn't – it was like well – it just wasn't a time 

where I wanted to really – it was a time where Ienojoy enjoyed my 

senior year. 

0:14:34.6 

Sharlene Mickens: It was more trying because I was trying to get adjusted 'cause I was 

18 years old.  At that time I'm grown.  I wanted to be grown, and I 

wanted to be able to say I was grown.  So, it was challenging that 

way trying to transition from childhood into adulthood. 

Courtney Waters: And what did you do after high school?  Can 

you tell us a little bit about your jobs and what 

you've done since? 

0:15:03.0 

Sharlene Mickens: Now, after high school I went to State Tech, but now it's 

Southwest.  So, State Tech, I went to State Tech, and I majored in 

computer Computer operations Operations technology Technology 

over at State Tech.  At that time I really wanted to do a four-year 

college, but I just wasn't ready to do a four-year college, so I said 

let me do a two-year college and let me get some computer 

background experience.  So, that's what I did, and I minored in 

accountingAccounting.   

 

So, once I did that, that kind of helped me job-wise to be able to 

focus more on to be able to say, "Okay, this here is a good 
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opportunity for me because I can be versatile career-wise."  My 

first job was actually working through a daycare, and one of our 

close friends at my home church, she was opening up a daycare, 

and so she asked me did I want to work with her in the daycare.  

The daycare now is still in existence, Total Learning Center out in 

Frayser, and the owners are Cynthia Dickerson and Milton 

Dickerson, and I was like I can do that, and I don't know about 

working with children.  I know that's not my career goal working 

with children, but I told her I'd help her to get her started off into 

the daycare business. 

0:16:23.1 

Sharlene Mickens: And back then it was beginning to be popular daycare.  It wasn't as 

popular as it is now.  It was more of beginning stages, and it kind 

of had to develop and grow.  I said that'd be good for me.  I can 

learn how to work with children, so maybe that's something I can 

do, work with children.  I did that throughout going to school for 

about three years at State Tech, working through it.  What I did 

was I had classes during the day, and then I worked with her from 

afternoons 'til like 62:00 to closing you know daycare.  So, that's 

how that started out, working with her. 

0:17:02.5 

Sharlene Mickens: And don’t get me – wrong, I have learned a lot about the daycare 

industry, but that's not something I wanted to do. because Because 

I'm not the type of person to be yelling at children all day.  That's 

just not me being with children.  That's just not me.  So, I said 

that's a good learning experience.  Then when I left there after I 

graduated, I worked over at Nationwide Insurance. Bbecause its 

was original office was here in Memphis, so I started there 

working in the commercial Commercial side Side of the insurance 

business.  That's where the business savvy came.  I was dealing 

with actually doing policyholders for new businesses when new 

businesses started.  I did the policy.  Set up the policy for 'emthem, 

working with different existing businesses, learning about working 

with underwriters, working with coders, working with 

correspondence people, dealing with them.  Met a lot of insurance 

agents back then. 

0:18:08.6 

Sharlene Mickens: That was the good time for me, just to learn business period, learn 

how they dress, how they carry themselves, how they hold 

conversation with employees, how they conducted themselves with 

business owners, problems, concerns, when businesses went out of 
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business.  That was a good experience for me to learn the 

insurance piece.  That really was a good experience for me, and I 

really enjoyed it, and I was there for three years with 

nationwideNationwide, and of course, everybody knows 

Nationwide we don’t have regional offices here.  Most of it is in 

home office, but you still have your insurance agents and that's all 

that is geared here is insurance agents. 

0:19:01.4 

Sharlene Mickens: So, everything dealing with new businesses, whatever concerns 

you have it goes to the home office in Columbus, Ohio.   

 

After Nationwide I was in my 20s.  I was 24, 25, what they say is 

your prime, at that time.  So, after Nationwide, oh my godGod, 

then that's when I started getting into the medical field.  So, 

medical products came in, learning coding, 'cause because I had 

the coding experience.  Basically insurance in medical is not 

anything especially different.  You just terminology-wise when it 

comes to insurance because medical insurance that I had, I had the 

insurance background.  So, then I went over to the medical side 

trying to learn basically the coding side, learning about the doctors, 

the nurses, the patients, the different elements, the different types 

of codes that they use, say, for example, if a person has AIDS 

there's a code for that medicine-wise. there's There's a code for 

that. 

0:20:15.3 

Sharlene Mickens: Just learning doctors, you know, dictations the doctor's notes, the 

terminology the doctor would use to describe the patient, and 

basically, I read all kinds of documentation from a 15-year-old 

suffering through depression, and that was fascinating because 

when the medical charts came in and when they wanted to set up a 

new drug or product they would always send out information.  The 

company I did that through was called AcretoAccredo, but they 

merge and it's now called MitcoMedco.  So, they still here.  They 

call it AcretoAccredo, but if you go anywhere else it's 

MitcoMedco.  Basically, that's where the medical side came in, and 

talking about I'm going to go back to the 15-year-old with the 

medical doctor, and what he was basically saying was this 15-year-

old was going through state of depression.  It just shocked me the 

different things that teenagers go through now, and I was like I 

didn't go through that.  I mean, I went through depressed, but I 

didn't go through that deep of a depression. 

0:21:30.1 
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Sharlene Mickens: But this young lady, she had a whole lot of issues that was going 

on, and basically, it really interested me to know there are people 

that are hurting, our young people are hurting and that we feel that 

– just seemed like she had no way out, and she was drowning just 

looking for someone to help her to get out, and that really inspired 

me to say, "Okay, what I went through and what I'm going through 

is nothing compared to what she's going through because she has 

her whole life ahead of her.  Is she going to make it to attend 

Rhodes College?  Is she going to make it to attend whatever 

university across the country she might want to attend?  How is she 

going to come out of that?  I was like she needs help, and based on 

the records it was like she wasn't getting the help.  It was like the 

doctor was like we going to put on this medicine. 

0:22:36.6 

Sharlene Mickens: But what other help can she get where she can get to that point 

where she can have a balance and a productive life. 

Elizabeth Saba: Right.  Kind of shifting gears a little bit, going back to Hyde Park 

and during the '70s and during the Civil Rights Movement what do 

you remember about that and issues of integration and segregation 

and events that shaped your community during the Civil Rights 

Movement era?  Do you remember those kinds of things?  Do you 

have any memories about that? 

Sharlene Mickens: I don't know about the civil rights, per se, in reference to that I 

guess because I never dwelled on that.  I never really dwelled on 

the civil rights part of it from the Hyde Park perspective, but I can 

say that from Grandview's perspective, it was challenging because 

we was predominantly black, and Grandview Heights was 

predominantly white.  So, basically trying to mix in – I don't know 

that we experienced any type of prejudice.  We kind of blended in 

over from Grandview.  Now, it was kind of for me it was a 

different shift transition because coming from Grandview to 

Shannon because Shannon was predominantly black, and it still is 

today.  So, that kind of was like a big challenge for me 'cause 

because I was so used to being around these different faces of 

children, you know, and basically to come back to looking at 

African-Americans – not saying we're all bad, it was just a 

challenge for me to make that transition because for me, I'm an 

outgoing person, and color doesn’t matter to me.  You could be 

Chinese and I still play with you, talk with you, have a 

conversation with you.   

0:24:30.8 
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Sharlene Mickens: So, for me it was like for me it was like for me civil rights for me it 

was like a step down.  I was reverting backwards, and so that was 

really challenging for me to do that.  That's only reference I can 

see in reference to that.  From a flip side of it, I can say for me 

being at Shannon the kids there it was more like I'm going to go 

here and go to seventh grade.  Yeah, that's fine.  We going to go to 

seventh grade.  We going to go to school.  That's fine, but what do 

you want to do?  I want to stay here.  It was that mentality talk, and 

I really wasn't too thrilled with that.  I wasn't thrilled with this, and 

so they were kind of like I really don’t like this. 

 

So, when I went over to Tre,zevant thatTrezevant that was a good 

transition because that was predominantly white too at that time.  It 

was predominantly white, and I was basically able to give back to 

that – 

Elizabeth Saba: What was that like going to a school that was predominantly 

white? 

0:25:44.2 

Sharlene Mickens: Well, basically, that time it was like 30 percent African-American 

and 70 percent white.  I enjoyed it 'cause we had a white principal 

and we had a black assistant principal.  That was good for me 

be'cause I was seeing black and white mixed in.  Basically at that 

time very active in the community.  They always did the Spaghetti 

Heaven & Hell.  They loved that, and I never experienced it.  I'm 

like okay what is that all about?  It's like more like potluck where 

they talk about different issues in reference to the school, concerns 

and problems.  I mean, I will say from what I've heard from 

previous students back in the '70s over at Trezevantssman that it 

was a difficult time, it was a difficult time, but I didn't experience 

that early '70s, mid-'70s.  I was into the early '80s, and for me in 

the early '80s over at Trezevantssman I really enjoyed just the 

different – it was like a new, fresh start for me, the different 

atmosphere, the different challenges and different opportunities.  

But as I stayed at Trezevantssman I saw the community declining, 

basically the Africans – Europeans were moving out, going to the 

suburbs, and busing wasn't as prevalent back then, but it was 

becoming to be more prevalent around '85, '86.  Yeah.  Busing was 

very popular among African-Americans coming over to 

Trezevantssman. 

0:27:34.4 

Sharlene Mickens: Then we had some neighborhood kids that went to Georgia 

hillsHills, so they was coming over from the sophomore year, and 
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that was more a mixture of African-Americans, white, Chinese.  It 

balanced out during that time.  It really did balance out.  I can 

really say that.  I really enjoyed Trezevantssman.  I really did enjoy 

the transition staying there, and I can say after my freshman year 

there was a big concern with the family should I stay at 

Trezevantssman, should I go to _____, Craigmont, should I go to 

Kingsbury?   

0:28:12.8 

Sharlene Mickens: I'm like well I like it over at Trezevantssman.  I really like it 

be'cause I'm there – even though back then, 7th through 12th grade, 

I'm there.  I'm learning.  I'm able to make friends.  I'm able to just 

have good times, and it was a good decision for the family just to 

keep me there and go on from sophomore, junior and senior year 

over at TressmanTrezevant.  I can say the civil rights part of it it 

didn’t really affect me.  It really didn’t 'cause because I didn't let it 

bother me 'cause because I always believe if you let something 

bother you, you let it affect you.  So, I changed and said I wasn't 

going to let Shannon affect me anymore because I had a purpose.  I 

was just going to whatever happens, it just happens, but I wasn't 

going to let it affect me.  So, the civil rights part, it didn’t affect 

me. 

0:29:08.4 

Courtney Waters: You mentioned that they began to kind of – 

that the majority race began to move away 

from the Trezevantessman area when you 

were younger in high school.  How did that 

make you feel?  Did the neighborhood 

transition affect you at all?  I know you 

mentioned that you kind of tried to stay above 

it all, but did you have any emotions about 

that at all? 

Elizabeth Saba: Now I do 'cause when I go back to Trezevantssman it's 

predominantly black, it really is.  And to me, the transition – it's 

like when I – last time I went to Trezevantssman that was last year 

'cause we have an alumni, and it's just challenging, and it's 

frustrating for me 'cause I don't remember.  It's like I don't know 

that Trezevantssman now where I knew it back then.  The history's 

gone from there.  It's more because the history was there when you 

saw the pictures in the library of the students, that transition.  And 

the history's not there because no one remembers us.  No one 

remembers the class before us.  No one remembers the class after 

us.  It's no history there. 
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0:30:26.4 

Sharlene Mickens: So, now it's a – it frustrates me.  It really does.  Now it does 'cause 

it's just not what it used to be.  It's more dirtier now.  The pride is 

not there.  They've had different principals to come in, different 

leadership, different leadership styles, so it's really no consistent 

leadership styles there, teachers, different, student body, different.  

So, it is now it is.  It's more so now that it's like what can we do?  

You don’t want to force yourself on something a leadership is not 

ready to accept or embrace. 

 

So, it's like what do you do?  Even though I have a classmate that's 

on the school board, Tameka Tomeka Harteart, president 

President. she's She's an alumni.   

0:31:31.1 

Sharlene Mickens: And it's challenging right now for Trezevantssman, but I see 

Trezevantssman – I don't know what – I don't know if it's going to 

take leadership.  I don't know if it's going to take commitment from 

teachers, commitment from parents.  I don't know what it's going 

to take to get Trezevantssman back to those days, not to say I don't 

know how the students – students might enjoy Trezevantssman 

now.  I don't know.  But I'm seeing a transition for me from what 

I'm used to seeing.  We were livelier.  We had goals, and we were 

focused.  We had teachers that challenged us.  We had teachers in 

our faces. 

0:32:16.7 

Sharlene Mickens: This is why I'm doing this for you; I'm doing this to help you.  I'm 

doing this because you're going to need this when you go off to 

college.  You're just going to need – it was just more like a 

motivational push because our teachers were white and black, and 

they had that commitment, they cared about you.  They wanted 

you to be the best that you can be.   

 

So, I say now it's – it has affected me in reference to that because 

it's just like it's a stranger. 

Elizabeth Saba: And in talking about transition and change, you grew up in Hyde 

Park in the '70s.  You knew what it was like then, and then you're 

talking about how during some point, transition started happening.  

People started moving.  I just want to know, how does the Hyde 

Park then compare to the Hyde Park now?  What's changed? 

0:33:16.5  
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Sharlene Mickens: The Hyde Park now is more – it's – I don't know what word.  I 

don't want it to be slang or what word I want to use.  Hyde Park 

now is more – it's not motivated now.  And now most of the older 

generation has died out and it's more of a young generation that's 

coming in.  I don't know if the younger generation don’t value 

Hyde Park, don’t understand it, don’t want to know, don’t care.  

Back then it was more you had your grandparents.  Your 

grandparents was community.  You had your – I'd say Miss 

Ganellas son, if he got in trouble, my grandmother could straighten 

him out.  Then she'd tell his mother.  Or if I got in trouble, lady, 

Miss Fulton, I'd say she can tell me you as a lady don’t need to do 

that, and then my grandmother got wind of it.  It was more like 

they communicated back then.  They raised each other's children.  

If you did something wrong, they was going to tell you, and when 

you got home, your mom already knew.  So, you might as well go 

on and get your whipping by a switch. 

0:34:53.8 

Sharlene Mickens: Back then they used switches.  Now you might not use a switch.  

You might not use a belt; they used switches, and I got many welts 

of switches (Laughter) that when I did something wrong.  So, back 

then it was more of a community knit, and they loved the 

community.  They supported one another.  They prayed together.  

If somebody was sick, they came over. 

0:35:21.6 

Sharlene Mickens: What can I do for you?  They cooked.  That – back then it was 

more knit.  It was more teaching back then.  They taught you as 

ladies how to carry yourself, ladies when you wear a dress close 

your legs, wear dresses that are appropriate.  Young men, keep 

your hair cut, personal appearance, personal hygiene.  Now 

personal hygiene is gone in the community, abandoned houses are 

over there now.  Basically, no goals. 

 

The children are not there like it used to be.  It's mostly teenagers, 

young adults, just don’t care. 

0:36:18.4 

Sharlene Mickens: So, I can't see that change now, and it's going to be a challenge for 

me moving back in the neighborhood because it's like I have to be 

sister.  I have to be mother.  I have to be woman, all wrapped up – 

doing three things all wrapped up into one.  And I feel that that's 

where the change is coming.  It's coming in. 
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And the transition now is a challenge for me because I wasn't 

raised and I wasn't brought up like that, and it's something I have 

to get used to, and I know eventually the older families that are 

there are going to eventually die out.  So, I cherish those moments 

with the grandmothers, you know, the siblings, the memories, what 

I learned.  So, it's going to be – it's a building process right now. 

Courtney Waters: You mentioned changes of the neighborhood 

throughout the years.  Could you site any big 

events that you feel like really had a huge 

impact on the neighborhood?  I know we've 

heard about instances like the Shannon Street 

Massacre that may have caused the 

neighborhood to change in some ways.  Could 

you elaborate on that or any other instances 

you feel it made major impacts on the 

community? 

0:37:55.8 

Sharlene Mickens: Now, before the Shannon Massacre there was the Hollywood 

Dump.  That was a big change, that was a big change for us, the 

Hollywood Dump.  Because you had the Hollywood Dump from 

Shannon, from Hollywood, and basically, it was challenging for 

Shannon because we couldn't go outside and play at Shannon 

because of the Hollywood dump, the chemicals.  So, basically that 

took a lot of toll for us, as children. 

0:38:25.5 

Sharlene Mickens: It was like we want to go outside and play, but we can't, and we 

heard other children would go outside and play.  To me, it was like 

we can't do that.  I mean, we have to leave Shannon and go back 

home and play.  So, the Hollywood Dump was a big, big issue.  It 

was one of the first changes because you had – I will say corporate 

America saying it's safe for you children to go outside and play, 

but in actuality, we didn’t feel it was safe to go outside and play 

because a lot of children got sick.  So, it wasn't safe for us to go 

out, and our teachers' didn't feel it was safe, and our teachers had 

our best interest, so we respected and were obedient to our 

teachers.  Then the Shannon Massacre, which you was talking 

about, that was another big change because in that time we really 

didn’t understand it because – we didn’t understand why we 

couldn’t go to school.  We missed a lot of days of school, almost 

two weeks with the Shannon Massacre. 

0:39:44.9 
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Sharlene Mickens: And what a lot of people don’t know what there was recruitment 

over to Shannon because at that time they was recruiting kids to 

become a part of the Shannon Massacre at that time.  So, that was a 

big change because imagine you had news media, you had family 

members, friends.  We was all around there, you know, neighbors 

next-door, police.  So, it was really, really a big deal back then. 

Elizabeth Saba: What do you mean by recruiting kids to become part of the 

Shannon Massacre? 

Sharlene Mickens: I don't know how true that was. 

Elizabeth Saba: I just meant what you mean. 

Sharlene Mickens: But it was a recruitment because they'd come and bring their signs.  

They'd bring literature.  They wanted to place the literature on the 

billboards.  That's what I mean by recruitment.  They was 

recruiting to keep it going.  These were men.  They were mostly – 

they weren't elderly men.  They were more like in their 40s, 50s.  

And for any organization, this was an organization.   

0:41:02.2 

Sharlene Mickens: We didn’t know how deep they were, you know, in this 

organization.  So, any organization you want to keep it going, so 

you start recruiting at a young age.  It's just like drug dealers.  

They get 9, 10, 11 year olds to run for them, so they recruit young 

men to deliver drugs, pick up – do drops, pick up money.  That 

was the same situation there, so that's why they came over to the 

kids.  They wanted to keep the organization going. 

Courtney Waters: So, before the massacre actually happened 

they wanted children to because a part of their 

organization? 

Sharlene Mickens: Yes.  They wanted children to become a part of the organization. 

Courtney Waters: And where exactly was the dumpsite?  Was it 

behind the elementary school?  You talk about 

the Hollywood Dump.  Where in s proximity 

to Shannon Elementary was the dumpsite? 

0:41:52.9 

Sharlene Mickens: Okay.  The dumpsite was behind Shannon, and it traveled from 

behind Shannon from Maplewood, all the way over to Hollywood 

by the interstate, so it wasn't just in one area.  It was around that 

whole area near that dump. 
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Courtney Waters: And these were chemical? 

Sharlene Mickens: These were chemicals.  These were chemicals, yeah, 'cause they'd 

always come on a weekly basis to test the ground soils, 

environmental agencies, - environmental protection agencies, as 

they were called.  They'd always come and check the levels in the 

ground. 

 

So, it wasn't just in Shannon – it was all over that particular area.  

Basically, we were more affected because Shannon is – the 

property, back then – well, now they got all those playgrounds in 

it, but there wasn't any playgrounds, so you had this whole, I guess 

area of Shannon around that whole vicinity that was nothing but 

basically just land. 

0:42:59.6 

Sharlene Mickens: So, basically, you couldn’t do anything the way it's made up now.  

To look at it now, you wouldn’t have known that it was a 

Hollywood dump 'cause they have, you know, the swings, the 

slides, the trees, but back then it was nothing.  It was just a whole 

area there, and to imagine that you can't go outside and play as a 

child.  We just couldn’t do it 'cause like I said earlier, the health of 

the students and the teachers 'cause teachers had to be out there 

with us at all times.  So, just to say that those two events really 

change Shannon, Hyde Park Shannon, Stovall, Lyon, those areas.  

It really changed that neighborhood because it was – I'm not going 

to say we were global, but it was just the community closeness was 

changing. 

Courtney Waters: So, how did it make you feel knowing that of 

all the places in the city where they could have 

placed that dump that it was right in your own 

neighborhood?  Did you experience any anger 

because of that or any confusion? 

0:44:16.8 

Sharlene Mickens: I expressed both anger and confusion.  From the anger side, it 

angered me because I couldn’t go outside, you know, as a child 

you want to go outside and play.  That angered me, and then 

another side of the anger was it was that it was affecting us as a 

community health-wise.  We don’t know who was affected, how – 

you know, what – as a child, you know, am I in danger?  I'm going 

over there to Shannon.  Are our classrooms in danger, the water?  

Our food?  How is that affecting us?  The library, the teachers?  

We're coming there day by day, and that angered me.  Am I going 
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to have cancer, what kind of disease am I going to pick up by me 

attending the school on a daily basis.  Confusion, I don't think I 

was really confused in a sense.  I was more so confused about the 

area of the dump was.  We just thought it was at the school. 

0:45:26.8 

Sharlene Mickens: We didn’t realize it had expanded all the way over to Hollywood at 

the interstate.  We didn't know it was just that big.  So, I think the 

confusion came in it was just so widespread.  I had never thought 

of going that far beyond there.  I just thought of just the school 

itself.  So, for me to say that it was both anger and – 

Elizabeth Saba: This is right by Cypress Creek, right?  Did that have any affect on 

it as well? 

Sharlene Mickens: I don't know about that.  I can't say, so I'm not going to tell you yes 

or no 'cause I really don’t know.  I really can't tell you. 

Elizabeth Saba: Before we move on, are there any more events you can think of 

that were monumental in the community or even small events that 

you feel were important? 

0:46:33.0 

Sharlene Mickens: I think one of the small events that we do is the night Night out 

Out with the communities and the issued night out.  So, the 

community that I'm in, West Stovall, they're a very close-knit 

community.  To this day I can tell you if something goes wrong 

over there in reference to the property that I have, they going to let 

me know.  I'm going to get a phone call.  I'm either going to get a 

phone call, or if I come over there, I'm going to get a personal 

notification.  So, I can't say from that standpoint, and the night 

watch out is more like the neighborhood watching out for each 

other, protecting each other, and they still do that. 

0:47:20.9 

Elizabeth Saba: And then Hyde Park, how can people get involved in their 

communities?  Are there community organizations? 

Sharlene Mickens: Now, the West Stovall, they have a community organization, and 

that's one way people can come get involved in that because they're 

right now looking for younger people to join the organization, but 

most of the members in the organization are elderly, and they're at 

their prime, and I know they're going to die eventually.  So, 

basically that's one way they can do that, and then the night Night 

owl Out they do it in August once a month – I mean, once a year in 
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August, and that's where they gather the kids and also supply back 

to school items for the children: backpacks, notebooks, pencils.  

They educate them about the community, educate about Hyde 

Park, educate about West Stovall, how they become involved in 

the community, what they can do.  And basically, whatever that – 

the family or that child needs just ask.  Just say what you need, and 

they're very supportive in reference to that. 

0:48:37.0 

Sharlene Mickens: That's a way that the neighborhood can become involved.  The 

thing of it is it's not – how can I say – publicized or known 

because, like I said, they're elderly people.  They don't get out as 

much.  So, it's hard to get out and say this is what I can offer you.  

We'd like for you to join.  So, they don't have that mouthpiece and 

vocal – that vocal piece. 

 

And another thing that's hard now is the mindset we have so many 

things going on, busy, schedule, just don’t care, just don't – that's 

another issue that you have. 

Elizabeth Saba: Now, your friend Miss Gloria spoke a lot about a speech that you 

had given about your community. 

0:49:32.1 

Elizabeth Saba: And so, I just want to know a little bit about the speech.  Where 

did you give it, what was it about, why did you give it? 

Sharlene Mickens: Now, the speech was a nigh Night out Out event.  This is about 

four or five years ago.  To be honest with you, to this day, I have 

the speech, and the speech was about what did Hyde Park West 

Stovall mean to me, and I did like an acronym describing the 

community. 

0:50:05.9 

Sharlene Mickens: One of the things I talked about was the community taught me  

was a Christian beliefs, foundation in God, foundation about faith, 

foundation about trust, commitment, obedience, and the time it was 

the toughness of the neighborhood.  You had to be tough in this 

neighborhood.  I tell anybody if you come here, talk about South 

Memphis, no.  You come over here in North Memphis.  You better 

have some toughness to you, 'cause because if you don’t have any 

toughness to you, you're not going to make it.  Every little thing is 

going to bother you, every little thing is going to upset you.  So, 

you have to have the toughness, and you have to know what you're 

dealing with alcoholic, when you're dealing with people that are 
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not in their right minds, 'cause because you got that here.  I know 

it's everywhere, but it's prevalent here, so you have to know how to 

have that toughness and know how to deal, know how to talk, you 

know, when to speak, when not to speak.  You have to have a 

toughness. 

0:51:14.1 

Sharlene Mickens: And another thing I talk about was decision making, wisdom.  You 

have to have wisdom and reference to respecting your elders, 

knowing how to carry yourself around people, how to speak to 

people, how to read to people, how to understand people, know 

where people come from, listen.  There's another thing I talk about, 

listening, listen to people, don’t make quick adjustments.  Listen.  

If you listen, they going to talk.  They going to tell you what you 

need to know and how to deal with a person. 

 

So, that was part of that speech that I was talking about how the 

neighborhood taught me those difference, those important things, 

the big things that I learned. 

0:52:15.2 

Elizabeth Saba: What would you say is your proudest moment, either for yourself 

or for your community? 

Sharlene Mickens: I'd say proudest moment for me is graduating from high school, 

receiving associate's degree.  The proudest for the community at 

Hyde Park I would say basically that the change – the opportunity 

to change from where you are currently, there's growth here in this 

area 'cause because there's so many abandoned houses here.  

There's opportunity because families are – say your grandmother, 

your uncle, your father, your mother, they going to eventually 

leave this earth, and you have opportunity to invest in the markets 

here because I look at it this way.  The way your economy is now, 

you're going to have to make adjustments.  You're not going to be 

able to afford a $500.00 house like you used to.   

0:53:29.7 

Sharlene Mickens: Now, don’t get me wrong.  If you got the money, you can afford it, 

go right ahead.  But I'm saying when times hit you, you're going to 

be able to say I got a property, my uncle has a house on 

Mississippi.  My cousin has a house in South Memphis that's going 

to be paid for, and you're not going to have to worry about a 

$500.00 bill.  Only thing you have to worry about is maybe fixing 
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it up to your satisfaction, but that's okay.  Least you can do that, 

but what you have – and you have a place to stay. 

Elizabeth Saba: And if you could offer advice to Memphians, what would you say? 

0:54:12.3 

Sharlene Mickens: Younger Memphians, I challenge you to experience life.  If you 

must leave the city City of Memphis, do so.  Whatever career you 

decide to pursue, because I tell young people, whatever you 

pursue, it might not be offered here in Memphis, and that's okay.  

I'm okay with that.  I basically tell young Memphians, what I want 

you to do is I want you to grow.  I want you to experience life.  I 

want you to experience people.  I want you to experience different 

challenges that's out there, and I tell you it's okay.  You can hang, 

that's fine.  You can hang.  If you can't hang.  You just can't hang.  

You can always come back home. 

 

I always be respectful where you can always go back home.  Be to 

the position you say, "I can always come back home." 

0:55:13.8 

Elizabeth Saba: Is there anything else you'd like to add that we haven't covered? 

Sharlene Mickens: I think in my conclusion, I just thank you, as this group, are 

wanting to do this be'cause you don’t see too many young people 

want to learn history, to capture history, so I just thank you for 

giving me the opportunity to capture history, to remember history 

from a young African-American woman and to also – it'd be good 

to hear from a young African-American male, his history, how he 

portrays Hyde Park because his portrayal of Hyde Park and my 

portrayal of Hyde Park is going to be totally different.  It really is. 

0:56:06.7 

[End of Audio]  


