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Interviewer: We ready boss? Joanne, I just want to thank you for coming here and 

talking about your brother, and just the memories that you have of him.  

And I just want to say thanks for coming, and I just want to start off with 

what was John like growing up? Was he wild? Rambunctious? Or was he 

kinda introverted? Did he stay to himself? 

Joanne Cash: Johnny was – I guess you’d call it typical teenage country boy.  I’m next 

to youngest of seven in the Cash family.  Johnny was six years older than 

me, so he and my brother Jack were my older brothers.  And Johnny was – 

he wasn’t free from any mischief.  He was like any typical young boy.  

He’d do things for fun.  Fun on a cotton farm in Arkansas –  

[0:01:00] 

 Was not like what the kids call fun today.  Fun was taking fifteen cents 

and going to a Saturday matinee to see Roy Rogers and Gene Autry, and a 

bag of popcorn for a dime.  And that was our “entertainment.” Our lives 

consisted of very hard work in the cotton fields. 

 My daddy was a very hardworking cotton bowler.  And he said one time 

that it’s a gift from God to be able to wake up, get up, go to work and earn 

a living.  And he put that gift into practice every day with all of us.  And 

Johnny was typical, but he was a very hard worker.  He was very energetic 

and determined with everything that he did in life.  And I do a concert in 

Nashville every Tuesday night –  

[0:02:00] 

 At an Opera Land area.  And I tell the people every week that Johnny was 

a very hard worker.  He would pick cotton as fast as he could – up to 300 

pounds a day.  But I look back as his little sister and realize that he was 

just trying to get through the day so he could get back home and write 

songs. 

 Music has been such a part of our lives, all my life, that I thought 

everybody sang.  We sang in the cotton fields.  We sang atin church.  We 

were raised Southern Baptist and we sang in church. 

 And every night after supper – and that’s what we called the evening meal 

– we’d gather around MamaMother’s old upright piano and Daddy sang 

bass, Mama sang tenor, and me andevery little brother really did join in 

there.  It was a tradition with us.  And it was always all gospel.  We were 

raised to loveon Jesus Christ as our savior.  Even though I didn’t have him 

until 1970 as a personal savior –  

[0:03:02] 

 In Mmy heart – but we had two choices on Sunday.  We could go to 

church and like it or we could go.  And typically, a 12 year old boy – I’m 
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speaking of Johnny when he was 12 and I was 6 and Jack was 14.  If you 

saw the movie about the terrible accident that Jack had, I remember it so 

vividly as if it were yesterday. 

 But every day there was prayer.  There was Bible reading in our home.  

The word of God was read.  And my mother – before my daddy gave his 

heart to the Lord, my mother was the strong Christian leader in our home.  

She would always – when we had questions about anything, she would 

always answer us through a scripture.  This is what Jesus would do.  This 

is what the Lord says to do about this.  And that was the basic foundation 

–  

[0:04:00] 

 Of all of our lives, because the Lord was so – number one, with us every 

day.  It wasn’t just on Sunday.  But Jesus was with us every day.  And I’m 

so grateful to God for that upbringing.  And I remember Johnny would – if 

he had a piece of paper, if he had a paper sack, anything, I was always 

seeing him write things. 

 And as a little bitty girl, I thought he was writing poems.  But I know now 

that he was even writing songs.  And I remember, we’d come in from the 

cotton fields at noon and have our homemade lunch that Mama would 

make – usually vegetable soup that she’d get it out of the garden. 

 And then we would listen to a program from Memphis called the Highland 

High Noon Round-Up with Eddie Hill.  And on that Highland High Noon 

Round-Up, there was a gospel segment.  And Johnny and Jack and myself 

and my sister Reba would lay on Mama’s linoleum floor –  

[0:05:02] 

 And listen to that Highland High Noon Round-Up before we had to go 

back to the cotton fields for the afternoon.  And I remember we’d listen to 

the Carter family – I especially remember the Carter family.  And Johnny 

would say things like, “Listen to that little Junie Carter.  She sure can 

sing.”  

Begin Segment 2: [00:05:21:08] 

 And I remember weI was laying there one day, and Johnny said – to us he 

was J.R., ‘cause that’s his real name.  J.R. said, “One day you’re gonna 

hear me singing on that radio.” And I just kind of rand grinned because I 

didn’t believe him.   

 And then Jack said, “I’m gonna be a preacher.” Well I knew Jack was 

going to be a preacher ‘cause that’s all he talked about was the Lord.  He 

had a paper route, and he would take his Bible in his little basket.  And as 
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he would go deliver papers, he’d tell people about the Lord.  And as the 

movie showed – Walk the Line movie –  

[0:06:00] 

 That part where Jack had the terrible accident was the actual way it really 

happened.  And it was really hard for all of our family that was still here to 

watch that segment.  They had a family release before it was released at 

the theaters.  And to see that happen on a big movie screen, it was like we 

relived it.  Because that’s the way it happened. 

 But Jack was so in tuned with Jesus.  He loved the Lord – he was called to 

preach.  And Jack was an influence on Johnny and me and all of us.  

Because as I said, Christ was so such a daily part of our lives.  And I was 

in the room when Jack went on to see the Lord.  He was talking about 

angels and Johnny was right there.  It was so –  

[0:07:00] 

 Devastating, as you can imagine.  Just like the movie showed.  There’s a 

lot of things that the movie didn’t show, but it couldn’t be shown – the 

grief and the – as you would understand what a family like that would go 

through.  And just before Jack passed away, Jack said to our daddy, “Will 

you meet me in Heaven?”  

 And Daddy said, “Yes, I will.” And he dropped down on his knees and 

gave his heart to the Lord right there, just before Jack passed.  And our life 

was full of grief for all the years, even up until my mom passed away in 

’91.  Every May – every month of May it was a – that same grief all over 

again.   

 But I can gloriously say that they’re with him now.  They’re with the 

Lord.  And going back to our childhood, Johnny would – after Jack passed 

away, Johnny became my big –  

[0:08:00] 

 My big protective brother.  I remember we had to walk about a fourth of a 

mile to the bus stop every morning to catch the big yellow school bus to 

go to Dice to school.  It was a school that had about 300 students.  And I 

was in grade school of course, and Johnny was in – he’s six years older 

than me and in high school. 

 And one day we came home from school and had to get off at that same 

place and walk the fourth of a mile to our house.  It was raining so hard.  It 

was raining sideways.  We were in the rain – going this way,rain, and the 

wind and everything. 
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 And as a little girl, I thought, “I don’t want to get wet,” just typical little 

scared child.  And to this day, I don’t know where remember Johnny got 

that umbrella.  To this day, I don’t know.  Because a lot of people, that 

was a luxury.  But he said, “Don’t worry.” And it was Reba, Tommy and 

me.  And he held that umbrella over us and he took the rain. 

[0:09:00] 

 To protect us.  That was the kind of guy – that’s just a small example of 

the many, many, many things that he would do just as a loving, protecting 

big brother.  I felt like I could do most anything though hide behind ride 

him.  But our lives were – every Sunday morning, every Sunday night and 

every Wednesday night, we’d ride to church, sometimes with our a 

neighbor, in an old pickup truck.  And I remember the door on the right 

wouldn’t close and you had to hold the door together. 

 Johnny and me and Reba and Tommy would sit at the back of the truck 

and drag sticks along the road and watch the sparks fly.  Just typical 

country life.  But you know what? I don’t ever remember a time when 

there wasn’t love.  The love was always there.  We always upheld each 

other.  And I remember – if you want to ask questions, just jump in –  

Interviewer: Okay.  That’s –  

[0:10:00] 

 That’s pretty good.  How did – just ask two questions.  Now you were 

talking about that John always was writing stuff.  What – if you could talk 

about just like – maybe real quick, what – at what was the earliest age or 

earliest memory you have? Did he always? 

Begin Segment 3: [00:10:26:24] 

Joanne Cash: Well, I was six.  And I remember at six years old he was writing.  And I 

thought he was writing poems.  And he had read ‘em to us.  And I’d say, 

“J.R., that’s pretty” as I child.  I didn’t realize that he was writing songs.  I 

just thought he was writing pretty poems.   

 And it was always about love or it was always about God.  Always about 

Jesus.  And he would write things that rhymed, and he said, “I could sing 

this.” And he’d – I’d always hear him humming –  

[0:11:00] 

 But I remember when Johnny turned 16 or 17, I can’t remember – you 

know how young men’s voices begin to change.  And he was outside – 

Mama and me were standing in the kitchen doing something in the 

kitchen.  And we heard this deep voice.  And Mama said, “What’s that?” I 

said, “Mama, I think that’s J.R.” And she said, “Son come in hereTell him to come in here.”  
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 And she said, “Was that you? Was that you singing?” He said, “Yes, 

Ma’am, Mama.” And his voice had deepened.  And he said, “I’m going to 

sing.” And he said, “I’m going to sing.” And my mother, I remember her 

saying, “Well, God’s got his hand on you.” And I bet you she said that 

every week for as long as I can remember.  “God’s got his hand on you.  

You’ve gotta give it.”  And so she took in laundry – took in laundry.  Some 

of the schoolteachers would let her do laundry and pay her.   

[0:12:00] 

 And she saved up money.  We took Johnny to a voice teacher in Dallas.  

And I went with her that day, and she – and the voice teacher said, “Let 

me hear what you can do.” And he sang the Griffin Smith song.  I don’t 

even remember how it went.  And she said, “Sing.” So he sang a verse.  

And she said, “Well, okay.  Thank you for coming.  You can leave now.”  

 And he said, “You mean I’m no good?” And she said, “Oh, no.” She said, 

“God’s given you a gift.  I wouldn’t dare touch that.” And the rest is 

history.  Every contest he’d enter.  Every time he’d sing in church, he e 

always won, he or always won first place.  If J.R. Cash was going to sing, 

everybody else knew he’d win.  Because it was a gift.  It was a gift as long 

as I can remember. 

 And we’d sing in church.  And I remember he’d get up and sing a solo in 

church.  And he’d be nervous, but he didn’t realize how great he was.  He 

was brilliant in his writing.   

[0:13:00] 

 He was brilliant in his melodies that he put to songs.  And he was very 

strong in the Lord.  He gave his heard to the Lord when he was 12 when 

Jack passed away.  And as the story goes, and everybody in the world 

knows – his life was an open book – he got on the road.  He travelled a lot 

with Elvis.  He and Elvis were dear friends.  Jerry Lee Lewis, Carl 

Perkins, Roy Orbison, and of course June Carter was along. 

 As the movie showed, that was the way it happened.  And for years he did 

that.  Night after night after night after night on the road with him and the 

Tennessee Two, Marshall Grant and Luther Perkins.  Marshall Grant and 

Luther Perkins were my brother Roy’s mechanics at 306 Union Avenue, at 

the Chrysler plant.  And Johnny went in there one night and said, “Can I 

borrow your musicians? I’m going to go do some singing.” And he said, 

“Yeah, it’s all right.  You can borrow my musicians.”   

[0:14:00] 

 The rest is history.  They became the Tennessee Two, with Roy’s 

blessings.  I remember one time, Roy gave him a ten dollar bill because 
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Johnny didn’t have any money.  And Johnny said, “I’ll pay you back.” He 

paid him back quite a lot. 

Interviewer: I think so.  What – I mean you guys sang gospel growing up.  And you 

mentioned June Carter, you listened to her.  Were those his main musical 

influences growing up? Was gospel and early country? 

Joanne Cash: He loved doing gospel quartet.  He loved the <gap></gap>Triple Avenue 

Band.  He loved the <gap></gap>Triple Avenue Band.  He loved harmony 

– any group that sang with harmony, that’s one of the reasons he loved the 

Carter family because of the beautiful, incredible harmony they had. 

[0:15:06] 

 And he would love – any time there was a singing group come to any of 

our towns surrounding our towns, he would save money to go.  Because 

he loved the harmony of gospel music.  That’s all he listened to.   

Begin Segment 4: [00:15:24:02] 

Of course, that’s not all he listened to.  He listened to country music.  

Hank Snow was one of his favorite people he listened to. 

 He mentioned a lot about how Hank Snow could sing and how it just 

seemed to roll right out of his mouth.  And he said, “Mama,” he kept 

saying, “Mama, I’m gonna sing like that when I sing on the radio.” And 

she always encouraged us.  I grew up singing in our home and in church.  I 

led a choir when I was 16 years old.  Didn’t know a clue what I was doing.  

But I was loud. 

[0:16:00] 

 My mama said I had a loud mouth.  And Johnny and me and Tommy 

would sing together, like in church or in Sunday School and around the 

house.  And certainly in the cotton fields, would sing all the old church 

hymns.  “When The Road Is Called Up Yonder,” “Amazing Grace,” “One 

OfUp The Night,” and “Will The Circle Be Unbroken?” Oh my goodness.   

 And I’ve recorded all of those on a lot of my CDs.  I’ve recorded 27 CDs 

and albums and way back to 8 tracks.  So I would sing a lot of country – 

just all the gospel songs that mean so much to all of us.   

Interviewer: Let’s jump real quick to Johnny’s drug addiction.  Why do you think – 

what was it about amphetamines and drug use that Johnny found solstice 

in? Was he trying to escape something? Did he like the feeling of it? 

[0:17:00] 

 What led him to depend on drugs? 
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Joanne Cash: Okay, number one, Johnny was a little country boy.  He was a country boy 

– come out of the country and all of a sudden he’s in the spotlight.  He’s 

becoming a superstar.  And back then in the ‘50s, as the movie showed, 

they booked him night after night after night in different towns and 

different cities. 

 Well, you can do that for awhile, but then your body will start to wear 

down.  Your body, Yyour physical body can’t take that kind of excess 

night after night after night.  And after awhile, you either get rest or you 

get offered something that will push your body, which is a very wrong 

thing to do. 

 But as the movie showed, someone said, “Hey, Johnny.  This pill will 

make you feel better and help you get through the show.” And when he 

first took those pills, it was innocent.   

[0:18:00] 

 He didn’t really realize that this was something that was gonna hurt him.  I 

would have did the same thing, and in the ‘60s – that’s another story.  But 

Johnny would – he took the pill.  And of course it was – it was an 

amphetamine.  It made him not only get through the next night, but the 

next night and the next night. 

 One leads to two, two leads to ten.  And it becomes a – it became a very 

strong addiction to him before he realized what had happened.  And then 

when he tried to get off of it, it’s a withdrawal that your body goes into 

convulsions.  And only with a doctor’s help can you do thatwould the 

doctors help him do that.  And of course, with the Lord’s help.  But that’s 

how it happens.  That’s how it happens to so many entertainers and people 

in the music business, people in any kind of walk of life when the stress 

becomes so overwhelming. 

[0:19:00] 

 And your body can’t take the paceills. 

Interviewer: Right.  What were the first signs of drug abuse? Like what time period? 

And how did it change from the John that you know? How did he – how 

did drugs change his personality? Was he calm? Angry? 

Joanne Cash: Well, the drugs will – as I said, it will devastate your body.  It makes you 

go without sleep and makes you go with – it’s such an upper that you push 

through nighttime rest.  You stay up all day.  You stay up all night.  And 

in two or three days, I would see him crash and he’d be out for two or 

three days or a week.  And he’d miss shows because the body shut down 

from the drug abuse.  And it’s a horrible downward spiral.  Johnny would 

have told you – and I’m sure that he did say – 
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[0:20:00] 

 When he came out of all of this that it was only God that saved his life a 

hundred times.  And through the prayers of – my family was in prayer 

daily for Johnny and for his survival and for the Lord to intervene in his 

life.  And through all this, Johnny said, “I had the Lord in here that was 

trying to bring me out.  But the demons of the drugs and the pressure of 

having – of thinking that I had to take drugs to keep going, to meet the 

demands of my career.” And to meet the demands of what people wanted 

him to do.   

Begin Segment 5: [00:20:43:25] 

 And your body just – there’s a cutoff place.  It won’t go anymore.  And 

only restoration in the Lord can stop that downward spiral.  He crawled 

into a scave and – I’m sure you know the story – he crawled into a cave –  

[0:21:00] 

 A mile back in this cave – Nickajack correct Cave and was determined to 

die.  Because he couldn’t take the pressures anymore.  His body was at an 

end.  And he said, “I want to crawl in there and I’m going to go back as far 

as I can.  Nobody will ever find me and I’m going to die.” 

 Well,But he did crawl back in there, but God spoke to him.  He said, 

“What are you doing there?” And he said the Lord’s voice was so real.  

And he said then the Lord’s voice spoke to him and overwhelming peace 

flowed through him.   

 And the Lord said, “I’ll show you the way out.  You’re not done yet.” And 

he said, “I just began crawling where I felt the spirit of that presence was 

leading me.” And he said, “I crawled out of the cave.” And he said, “To 

this day it was a miracle because I didn’t even know where I was.” But 

that was the hand of the Lord, as we all know. 

[0:22:01] 

 And God surely wasn’t through with him.  Johnny went through many 

detox, drug centers, the Betty Ford Center trying to get him off of some of 

the drugs.  And then he’d be in hospitals with – as things begin to happen 

to his body from the drugs.  And then doctors would get him off of the 

drugs. 

 And he had a broken jaw from a dentist taking a tooth out, broke his jaw 

bone.  It was constant pain – 24 hour pain for years.  I was with him 

through thoseis times, and it was horrible.  And the doctor put him on pain 

medication.   
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 Well, there you go again with the pain medication and the drugs to help 

ease the pain.  Nobody realizes how much physical pain he was in to 

where he would take what the doctors gave him but yet not enough to 

wipe him out like as before. 

[0:23:04] 

 And then the rag sheets would get a hold of it and say all kinds of nasty 

things about Johnny.  And he wasn’t that way.  He was trying so 

desperately to survive and be something in this world that God could use.  

And I was with him through all those times, and I know.  His heard was so 

– he loved the Lord so much.  But there came a time in the early ‘70s that 

Johnny just had enough and he re-dedicated his life back to the Lord. 

 After the movie finished in 1968, Johnny re-dedicated his life back to the 

Lord.  And we were there at the altar with him that day, too.  And it was 

the most beautiful thing.  He and June, the whole family, were down at the 

altar at a church in Diversonon Dickerson Road in Nashville.  And I was 

there that day.  I was kneeling beside him. 

[0:24:00] 

 And When he totally rededicated his life back to the Lord.  And from that 

day, he did the greatest things in his life.  He worked a lot with Dr.  Billy 

Graham.  He did many wonderful things – many wonderful concepts with 

the Carter family and an innumerable company of artists and people that 

are so well known all over the world.   

 Eric <gap></gap>Apman, Kris Kristofferson were like our brothers.  And 

Marty Stuart, so many, – I mean, Johnny was such a – as long as he lived, 

he was such a powerful witness for Christ to everyone he met.  Johnny 

never tried to hide his problems.  He never tried to put anything in the 

dark.  He always tried to show people, “Yes, I’ve got problems and so do 

you.  But you and I together with Jesus, we can overcome them.” 

[0:25:00] 

 But – and he would tell you in a minute that only with the Lord can you 

overcome anything.  Jesus Christ has been our Lord and savior – he’s been 

my savior since October the 18th, 1970 when I gave my heart totally to the 

Lord.  The Lord totally delivered me from drugs and alcohol.  And I 

haven’t had a drop of alcohol since that day, nor those drugs.  And I know 

there’s deliverance in the Lord.  I know there’s total freedom and joy and 

renewed life through Jesus Christ.   

Begin Segment 6: [00:25:33:27] 

Interviewer: That’s awesome. 
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Joanne Cash: Am I talking too much? 

Interviewer: No. No, you’re doing great. 

Male: No, you’re doing great. 

Joanne Cash: [Laughing] 

Interviewer: Talk about, too – I want to talk about when he was doing The Johnny Cash 

Show for ABC.   

Joanne Cash: Oh, that was a great show. 

Interviewer: Yeah.  We’ll I want to talk about –  

[0:26:00] 

 When he professed on air that he was a believer, he was a Christian.  Just, 

can you talk about that event and if there was anything leading up to it? 

Because I believe that there was some fallout with ABC with that episode. 

Joanne Cash: Well, The Johnny Cash Show to me was one of the greatest things he did 

on television.  I loved the “Ride the Rails” part.  And I loved, of course, 

the gospel part.  For a long time, Johnny was able to choose the songs that 

he would sing, along with the Carter family and along with – they always 

had prayer before any of their shows for God’s guidance and direction. 

 And without calling any names – I don’t even know the names so it’s okay 

– with the network was trying to say, “Sing this song, and sing this song.  

And don’t sing this song.” And he went along with that for a very, very, 

very short time.  And he finally came to a place.  He said, “Well –” 

[0:27:00] 

 “If you don’t want God and country and family, you don’t need me.  

Because that’s not what I do.  That’s who I amanother one.” And that was 

the basic way – without going into a lot of detail – of how that stopped and 

how that ended.  Johnny had no hard feelings toward anybody.  He was 

always such a forgiving person.  All my life.  All my life, he would 

emphasize – if someone does you wrong, forgive them, forgive and go on 

and let your life be blessed.” 

Interviewer: Can you talk about how Johnny met Billy Graham? Or how he got 

involved in the Billy Graham Crusades? 

Joanne Cash: Yes.  All our lives, growing up in – even on the little farm in Arkansas, we 

knew who Billy Graham was.  Such a powerful, awesome man of God. 

[0:28:04] 
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 And we’d listen to him on the radio.  If there was a Crusade – I think one 

time we got to go to Memphis – in Memphis, I can’t remember for sure.  

But we would go if there was a way to see Billy Graham.  He was like 

America’s pastor.   

 And all of our lives, I remember, “Wouldn’t it be great to meet Billy 

Graham? What a man of God.  Such an awesome – there’s no blemish in 

himing just a wonderful, awesome man of God.” And as Johnny became 

famous, Billy Graham called him one day and asked him, “Would you like 

to be on one of my Crusades?”  

 Johnny said, “Well, let me pray about it.  Yes.” Something like that.  But 

he said, “What an awesome thing.” And Billy Graham came to John’s 

house in Hendersonville, Billy and Ruth really in North Graham.   

[0:28:59] 

 And they became friends.  Not only of John and June but of ours.  And 

that was when Johnny had his office, The House of Cash.  And I was 

working there as a receptionist.  And I remember the morning Billy 

Graham came in.  And we always had a morning devotion at the office.   

 And I had my Bible there.  I always had my Bible on the desk.  And he 

said, “May I use your Bible to have the devotion?” And I thought, “Oh, 

yes.” So Billy Graham picked up my Bible.  And there was about 15 or 20 

of us workers there that worked.  And we were all gathered in a circle. 

 And Billy Graham led our Bible study that morning.  And from that day, 

Billy Graham invited Johnny and June to do his concert through his 

Crusade.  And time after time after time, they would do those Crusades.  

Billy Graham invited them to his home and then Billy Graham and Ruth 

would come often to Johnny’s home.  So our family was able to have a 

good relationship with the Grahams.   

[0:30:04] 

 And when Johnny passed away, because they were such dear friends, the 

family had asked Billy Graham to come do the service in Hendersonville 

at the big First Baptist Church.  But Billy Graham was having surgery.  So 

Franklin Dwayne Graham came and did the service.  What a beautiful, 

beautiful home loving going service that was.   

Begin Segment 7: [00:30:25:22] 

 And the Gatlins sang and the Eldridge boysOakridge Boys and Marty and Tommy Connie Stuart 

and the Carter family, and the whole Cash family got up and sang at the his 

service.  It was just absolutely wonderful.  But getting back to Billy 

Graham – Billy Graham was certainly apologetic because he wasn’t able 
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to come.  And just three months ago, Billy Graham – Murray Stobe, his 

right hand man –  

[0:31:01] 

 Called us and said Billy Graham would like to have us to come visit.  So 

my husband I, Dr.  Harry Yates and I, went to his home and were able to 

go into his home and pray with him.  I have to say that here’s a man that 

has ministered to presidents, kings, to the <gap></gap>mound of straight, 

to the homeless, to everybody of every walk of life.   

 And this is Billy Graham, America’s pastor.  And when we walked into 

this home, it was like not even amine and your home.  It was very modest.  

Very, very, very modest.  His wife, Ruth, passed, was – her casket was 

made - $200.00 pine box by firstly a prison and he has one like it.  And 

that spoke volumes to me.   

[0:32:00] 

 What a man of God.  Precious man of God.  When he saw us, he pulled 

my hand to him and kissed me on the cheeks.  So I can say I’ve been 

kissed by Billy Graham.  But precious man – precious man.   

Interviewer: One of the great things I admire most about John was that it seemed that 

he would always champion the little guy, whether through his albums 

regarding Indians – his kind of – even some of his political protest type 

songs in the ‘60s.  Just – he was always for the little guy.   

 And he always seemed to step out of the – he wasn’t a part of the 

Nashville establishment with country music.  What was it about him – 

what that – why did he feel the need or the desire to champion those 

people? 

[0:33:04] 

Joanne Cash: When we were growing up on the farm, it was a very hard life.  We 

struggled, like any farm family would.  It was very hard.  And even Jack, 

the day he got hurt, was sawing some fence post to make three extra 

dollars because life was hard.   

 And Johnny didn’t forget how we were raised and how hard it was.  And 

he understood, like we all do, how hard it is for some people.  Especially 

in our world today.  The homeless – so many people are living under the 

bridges.  And a whole lot of them, it’s not with their what their choice – 

that they’re having to do that.  I have seen Johnny take money out of his 

hand pocket time after time after time and just give to the homeless.  There’s a 

little story that I tell –  

[0:34:00] 
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 That my brother Tommy told me.  Tommy worked with Johnny, he waswas in 

part of his show for awhile.  And he said one day they were in some state 

– I don’t remember what state it was.  But they were doing a big, big – high 

school, that’s where they were doing their concert.  And the boys – the 

dressing room was a boy’s locker room.  The guys had to dress in the 

boy’s locker room. 

 And Tommy and Johnny were in there, and Tommy said Johnny began to 

open all the boy’s lockers.  And he said, “What are you doing?” He said, 

“I’m looking for the oldest, dirtiest, raggidiest pair of tennis shoes I can 

find.” Tommy said, “Why?” He said, “’Cause I’m gonna put this $100.00 

bill in there.”  

 Can you imagine that kid when he comes to school tomorrow? That kid 

needs a new pair of shoes.  And see, the next day when that kid found that 

$100.00 bill, he never knew Johnny did it.  And that’s the way Johnny 

would do.  He would give, but he didn’t want any credit for it.  He would 

give out of his pocket or he’d say, “Go take this money and give to that 

person.”  

[0:35:00]  

 He supported orphanages in Jamaica on a regular basis.  He supported an 

orphanage in the U.S.  He supported poor churches and organizations that 

needed help.  There’s a list this long of people that he supported without 

their knowing who it came from.  And that’s the kind of guy he was. 

Begin Segment 8: [00:35:26:28] 

 As long as I can remember, that’s the way he was.  Even when we had 

nothing, he would give.  He would give.  He would give of his time and he 

was always very thankful for everything he got.  So when he would give 

when he became such a superstar, and he would give to the people.   

 He rid the poleswent to Folsom and did the albums.  He went to San 

Quentin and did the albums.  Because he said, “Tthere’s a whole lot of 

people outside those prisons that just hadn’t got caught”helped.  And he 

said, “Tthose guys are caughtcalled.  They’re paying their time.  They’re 

paying their dues.  And some of them are in there for a lifetime”.  And he 

said, “I’m going to give them a little joy.”  

[0:36:04] 

 And there’s – as you know, those concerts were – are still being played, 

still being talked about.  And he was just a giver.  He was a giver of life.  

He was a giver of love.  And he was a giver of Jesus Christ.  I’ve seen 

many times, I’ve been in a backstage room and many times, when Johnny 

would walk in and the bad language would stop or anything that was being 
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said off wall, even if they knew I was there, they would stop.the thing that I said would stop.   

when Johnny would walk in it was like – they respected him.  And he’s 

still respected.  Yeah, Rosanne – my niece Rosanne said, “I can live in a 

world without Johnny Cash.  But I sure do miss my brother.” She said, “I 

miss my Daddy.” Johnny was J.R. to me, my brother.  And his influence 

on me –  

[0:37:01] 

 He gave me so much advice.  And it’s – most all the time it was good 

advice.  I told him I was going to get married.  I had come out of a bad 

marriage, and in 1970 I had met the youth leader in our church in 

Nashville.  And his name was Harry Yates.   

 And I fell in love with him and he fell in love with me.  And our church 

went on a tour to Israel and we fell in love in Tel Aviv on the Israel tour.  

And we came back, and I told Johnny.  I said, “I think I’m going to get 

married.” And he said, “What do you mean you think?” And I said, “Well, 

I love this guy and he loves me.” But I said, “I’m going want to be so 

careful.  I’ll be sure it’s the Lord.” 

 He said, “Do you love him?” I said, “Yeah.” He said, “Go and marry 

him.” And Harry and I have been married 37 wonderful years.  And we 

pastor Nashville Cowboy Church in Nashville.  We were on the road 15 

wonderful years in ministry all over the world.  And we came back in 

1990 –  

[0:38:00] 

 And began our church called Nashville Cowboy Church.  And we’re up to 

five to 600 every Sunday morning now.  We’re on the 

nashvillecowboychurch.com.  We’re on live video stream on XM satellite 

and on WSN where the Grand Ole Opry is every Sunday.   

 So we’ve seen a lot of people saved.  And that’s the bottom line, getting 

souls saved.  Because we believe with every ounce of meaning that Jesus 

is about to return to take us home.  And what we do for Christ we then do 

for you.  That’s a big story in a nutshell. 

Interviewer: Brian? 

Brian: Hey. 

Interviewer: What’s up Brian? 

Brian: Hey, how you doing?  

Joanne Cash: Hey, what’s up Brian?  

Joanne Cash: Hello, Brian. 
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Joanne Cash: Hey. 

Interviewer: All right.  So basically that’s why he wore black on stage was –  

Joanne Cash: Well, that’s a funny story.   

[0:39:00] 

 There’s three major questions people ask us over the years, and I just 

answer those.  Number one, was he a Christian? And I’ve already 

determined that.  One of the last things Johnny and I talked about just 

before his last visit to the hospital before he passed away, I said, “How are 

you by the end of life?” I said, “Talk to me.”  

 He said, “Baby, it’s the hardest.  But I can’t hardly wait.” He was very 

sick.  But he said, “I can’t hardly wait.” And he said, “I’m ready to go.” 

He said, “I can hardly wait to see the Lord and to be back with our family 

and with June.”  

 And the second question, was he ever a prisoner in prison? No.  A guy 

came up to me one time and said, “I was in the pen five years with old 

Johnny.” I said, “Not Cash, you wasn’t.” Because he did concerts, but they 

let him out after the show.  And he was in jail overnight in El Paso, Texas 

for bringing some illegal drugs back over the border, as the movie showed.   

[00:40:00] 

 And he was also in jail overnight in Starkville, Mississippi in 1965 for 

picking flowers on the sheriff’s lawn.  But the city of Starkville gave me a 

full pardon for Johnny picking flowers, so that’s erased off of the books I 

guess.   

Begin Segment 9: [00:40:14:09] 

But I guess the main question people have asked us over the years is why 

did he wear black? 

 And I was in his house and I seen a big, big closet.  And I said, “Tell me 

why – why are you so morbid? Why do you wear black all the time?” He 

said, “Baby, did you know there’s 21 shades of black?” I said, “No.” He 

said, “I got ‘em all.  Come here, I’ll show you.” He  turned the light on in 

his closet and he says, “It’s really dark in here, isn’t it?” And I said, 

“Yeah.” 

 He said, “Actually, in the mid-‘50s when all the stars and singers were 

wearing all the fancy stuff,” he said, “I never was a fancy man.” He said, 

“I’m just gonna wear black.” And it just become a tradition and a 
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trademark to him.  And that’s a true story.  It’s true trivia.  I miss him.  I 

miss him so bad. 

Interviewer: Yeah. 

[0:41:00] 

Joanne Cash: Every day I remember things he said to me and things that he encouraged 

me with.  Just before – not too long before he passed away, he said, “I 

want you to do something for me.” I said, “What?” He said, “I want you to 

sing as long as you can and with all your heart.” I said, “Ok.  I will.” And I 

am. 

Interviewer: That’s cool.  I’m probably a fifth generation Cash fan. 

Joanne Cash: Are you? 

Interviewer: Well, I grew up – my dad – I grew up in California but I grew up listening 

to country music.  That’s all I listened to.  I grew up listening to Johnny 

Cash.  And –  

Joanne Cash: I did, too.   

Interviewer: Yeah. 

Joanne Cash: But I didn’t really have a choice did I?____________. 

Interviewer: Not really. 

Joanne Cash: Not really. 

Interviewer: I think – I kinda came in on kind of the Rick Rubin era of Johnny Cash.  

And –  

[0:42:03] 

Joanne Cash: That’s another story. 

Interviewer: Yeah.  And I’ve – I grew up on hits from ‘50s and ‘60s.  And then I kind 

of was a Rubin kid for Johnny.  Can you just talk a little bit about – from 

what I understand just in the late ‘80s he was on Mercury.  And was kind 

of – was looking to – he didn’t want to end his career like that or just 

kinda –  

Joanne Cash: Well there’s a real famous picture of Johnny in Nashville on Music Row.  

I won’t wanna link to itgo into it, but it’s with the finger. 

Interviewer: Yeah. 

Joanne Cash: And he thought it was funny in a way.  But,And when he thought maybe 

his career was gonna end, that’s when Rick Rubin picked him up.  And I 
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think he did some of the greatest things in his life through Rick Rubin and 

all the things he did out in California.  I thought the song “Hurt” was 

fabulous.   

[0:43:01] 

 It was like his – what he wanted to leave with this world, what he said in 

there.  He called all the things that he had accumulated in his life like his 

“mountain of dirt.” And basically, the bottom line is, “Don’t go the drug 

way because that’s not the way.” So many young, beautiful, wonderful 

artists have – as we all know – have lost their lives to the wrong 

directions.   

 And Johnny – thank God – I thank God every day that Johnny survived 

that and was able to recommit his life to the Lord.  But that’s what the 

song “Hurt” was portraying.  “Do it the right way.  Don’t do it like I did.  

Yes, you can accumulate a mountain of dirt.  You can hit the stuff.” As a 

matter of fact, I was walking to his house after June passed away with him 

– I was in his bedroom.  June was the shopper. 

[0:44:00] 

 She was Ms.  Shop-a-holic.  He said she had a black belt in shopping.  

And with life.  And there was so many things in his life, there was a trail 

through to the bedroom.  And I said, “John, what are you going to do with 

all this stuff?”  

 He said, “I don’t want it.  Do you?” I said, “No.” And what he was saying 

is it’s just stuff.  What’s important is what’s in your heart – what’s in your 

heart and what you’re going to do when this life is finished.  He said, 

“God holds our very breath in his hands.  And when it’s our time – our 

times are in the hands of the Lord.  And when it’s our time, that breath 

will stop and we’ll have to face God.  We’ll have to face the Lord.”  

 And he was portraying that in that song.  A lot of people didn’t understand 

that song.  When But he asked me what I thought about it, I said, “I think 

it’s the greatest thing you ever did.”It’s very significant.” 

[0:45:00] 

 And I do. And he was a great man.  And his life is just beginning – has 

just begun.   

Interviewer: Yeah. 

Joanne Cash: He’s definitely still singing. and I don’t think he’s singing many 

flowerRing of Fire.   

Interviewer: Right. 
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Joanne Cash: He’s definitely singing gospel. 

[Laughter]   

Begin Segment 10: [00:45:17:22] 

Interviewer: It just seems like his time with Rick was just – he was able to end his life 

on a high note.  It seemed like every project that he wanted to do or every 

song that he wanted to get out before he was able to. 

 Even to me – even up to the last song on American V, “Further Up On the 

Road” was just the nail in the coffin.  I mean, just the cherry on top.  Just 

the way he ended his album career even was just like, “I’m going further 

on up the road.  I’ve done all this and I’m gone now.”  

[0:46:02] 

Joanne Cash: From the time June passed away on May 15th to the day he passed away – 

to the week he passed away on September 12th, he recorded 58 songs.  

One of the last thing June said to him was, “Keep busy.  Stay busy.” And 

he told me during that time – he said, “I gotta stay busy because of the 

grief.” He said, “That was my comfort.”  

 He’d go into his studio – of course he had his own studio – Cash Cabin 

across from his house.  And he’d go over there almost daily, unless there 

was something else pressing.  He would go sit in that studio with John 

Carter and just – him and his guitar.  Just write things and sing them.   

 One of the greatest songs on one of the last CDs he did was a song called 

“I Came to Believe,” that he wrote.  I sing that song at our church – I sing 

it last Sundays, as a matter of fact.   

[0:47:00] 

 And what he’s saying in that is, “I came to believe in a power much higher 

than I.” All this world has their own idea of God.  But he said, “Mine is 

the Lord.” He said, “That’s who the Lord is.”That’s him the glorious.” 

And he was very strong in his belief.  I’ll see him again.  I’ll be with him.   

Interviewer: He had five children? 

Joanne Cash: Johnny had five children.   

Interviewer: Five children, and they have grandchildren and –  

Joanne Cash: Oh yes, lots of grandchildren. 

Interviewer: And he definitely left a great legacy.  Tell – and I know maybe not in the 

beginning as a father maybe when he was going through his drug period 

that he wasn’t maybe the best father at the time.  But just talk about –  
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[0:48:02] 

Joanne Cash: Vivian was a wonderful woman.  She was a beautiful woman and she was 

a wonderful woman.  She was a wonderful mother.  Rosanne, Cathy, 

Cindy and Tara, their four daughters that they had – she had with Johnny.  

They’re beautiful children.  I understand – as the movie showed, I 

understand her idea.  She wanted a husband and a daddy.   

 And it’s tragic the way things happen in a lot of our lives, it’s tragic.  But 

after they split, Vivian had a wonderful life.  She remarried.  She married 

a policeman, Dick Dustin, and they had a beautiful life together.  Vivian 

passed away, I think on Thanksgiving, it’s been about three years ago 

now.   

 And after June’s passing, Johnny – Vivian and the girls went and had a 

visit with Johnny.  Everything – thank God, everything was just beautiful.   

[0:48:59] 

 There wasn’t any hard feelings.  There wasn’t any animosity.  It was just a 

renewing of their hearts together with the Lord and with their children.  

And I’m so grateful for that.  I’m so grateful for that.  Vivian passed away.  

She was a Christian.  She loved the Lord  And and June was also. – 

tThings happen in our life that can be very, very, very devastating.   

 But with the Lord, you can overcome.  Thank God for mercy.  Thank God 

for forgiveness, that our lives can go on and be prosperous and profitable 

and be useful in the Kingdom of God.  But I’m grateful that they didn’t – 

that Johnny left this world with no animosity.  Everything was under the 

blood.  Everything was forgiven.  John Carter – John and June’s only child 

together – John Carter and Laura have three children. 

[0:50:00] 

 Their three and a half year old, Jack Ezra Cash, they named Jack after my 

brother Jack.  So it’s good to hear Jack Cash again.  And he is a very busy 

little three and a half year old boy.  And everything’s great.  John Carter 

owns and runs Johnny’s recording studio and is doing a fabulous job with 

the estate and all the things that goes along with running something like 

that. 

 He’s in charge of the name Johnny Cash.  He’s done a fabulous job.  He 

and his wife are Christians.  They love the Lord.  So I’m very grateful.  

I’ve got a good life.  Very blessed. 

Interviewer: That’s great.  That’s awesome.   

Begin Segment 11: [00:50:39:01] 
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Interviewer: What did June Carter bring to Johnny that maybe wasn’t there before the 

<gap></gap>John? 

Joanne Cash: Well, June and Johnny were both in show business.  June was in singing 

all of her life.  Of course everybody knows she was raised in the Carter 

family.  And she had such a legacy with gospel music and the Carter 

family. 

[0:51:02] 

 And I think in a way, as the movie showed, Johnny was in love with June 

Carter as a kid.  That’s June Carter Cash – I mean, that’s June Carter.  And 

he’d look at her pictures, as the movie showed, in magazines and stuff like 

that.  And little did we realize how our lives would turn out.   

 But June – June was a absolute comedian.  She learned all of her 

comedian a lot from Minnie Pearl.  She’d walk in a room and you’d be 

cracking up.  I mean she would just be staying stuff on a regular basis that 

you were going to be laughing, whether you come in depressed or not.   

 She was always a lot of laughter.  She was a wonderful homemaker.  She 

was a black belt shopper.  She was a good cook.  I mean, she brought a lot 

of things to Johnny that –  

[0:52:00] 

 That he needed at the time.  Husband and wife, and things like that.  And 

she was just good for him.  It was hard because I loved Vivian, too.  

Vivian was a wonderful woman.  I believe Johnny loved two women.But 

Johnny loved him women.  But his life turned out as it did, and God bless 

it.  And Vivian had a good life.  God’s good. 

Interviewer: He is. 

Joanne Cash: God’s good.  God’s merciful.   

Interviewer: I’m just wondering if you have any good stories of him we haven’t heard 

about Johnny and Memphis. 

Joanne Cash: Johnny and what? 

Interviewer: And Memphis? Just here in the city and just the whole Sam Phillips deal 

and Carl Perkins and all that.  Just wondering if there are pieces of that, 

that are stories that you remember and if you have any idea how he 

remembers Memphis or what he thinks about the city or –  

Joanne Cash: I remember in the ‘60s –  

[0:53:00] 
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 Johnny had a show.  My mom and dad lived here in Memphis and Johnny 

did too, at the time.  And the whole family was going to go see Johnny 

sing with Elvis.  And Johnny had on this light blue tuxedo.  Gosh, he 

looked awful.  But it’s so traditionally opposite from what he usually wore 

later on in his odd lifeall black of course. 

 But he had on this light blue tuxedo.  I’ve got a picture of him in that light 

blue tuxedo.  And I thought, “Okay, he looks nice.  I guess he looks like 

he’s going to go to a church service or something.” But we went to see 

him and Elvis sing here in Memphis.  I don’t know if you remember 

where it was. 

 But the whole family went.  And it was interesting.  I met Elvis, actually.  

And when Johnny first became superstar, we were still living on the farm.  

And he drove his first Cadillac into our little farm driveway. 

[0:54:01] 

 It was pink.  And he said, “Baby, you want to go with me to athe show?” 

And I said, “Sure.” So I jumped in the car with him, and we drove from 

Dyess, Arkansas to Jonesboro.  And that’s where he had a show that night.  

And when we got there, he said, “I’ve got this young man that’s going to 

come out and front the show.”  

 And he said, “When he goes off, I’m going to come on and sing.” And I 

said, “Well, what’s his name?” And he said, “Elvis Presley.” So when 

Elvis came out, oh my goodness, he was so pretty.  He had – those eyes, 

oh my goodness.  That was on about the time when he was about to make 

“Love Me Tender.”  

 And when he came out, of course, the girls went wild.  And after about an 

hour or so when he sang, he come off the stage and Johnny went out.  And 

so I didn’t go listen to Johnny.  I went back and talked to Elvis for about 

an hour and a half.  And I think that’s what I’m going to talk about this 

afternoon on Elvis Radio. 

Interviewer: Oh, okay.   

Joanne Cash: But Elvis was very kind and very courtesy and –  

[0:55:01] 

 He was older than me but he called me “Ma’am.” I’ll never forget that.  

“How are you, Ma’am? Nice to see you, Ma’am.” And he held my hand 

and flirted a little bit.  But I really did meet Elvis.  And he was really nice 

and I’ll always cherish that.  I thought he had one of the greatest voices in 

the world.  So There we go.  I remember it – it was’s a fond memory. 

Begin Segment 12: [00:55:23:19] 
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Interviewer: Did John move to Memphis – did he – why did he move to Memphis? Did 

he move for Sun? Was that his goal? 

Joanne Cash: I think so.  He came out of the Air Force and come to Memphis.  And – as 

the movie showed, he was a door to door salesman, which he hated.  He 

always wanted to get into Sun Records because he knew about Sun 

Records and he knew about Sam Phillips.   

 And every time he’d go there, of course, the door would be closed behind 

him.  And time after time he’d go.  And finally Sam Phillips, as everybody 

knows, invited him in. 

[0:56:00] 

 He got to sing a song.  And as the story goes, he wasn’t good at first.  And 

Sam Phillips says, “Speed it up.” First song Johnny recorded there was 

“Belshazzar,” a story about – from the Bible.  And Sam Phillips said, 

“Well, do me something country.” And that’s when he said, “Pay 

quarterHey porter and , ra, ra, racry, cry, cry.” So the rest is history.  He 

became an overnight superstar. 

 And that was really a – it was like a fairy tale for him, I thinkfor our 

family.  It was like it wasn’t real, that Johnny all of a sudden overnight, 

J.R. Cash had become Johnny.  He became Johnny – his first little band 

that he formed in PretfordFrankfort, Germany when he was in the Air 

Force.  He came back home and he was Johnny.  And it was hard for us to 

start calling him Johnny.  I never did really call him Johnny.  I went from 

J.R. to John.  So we called him John.  But –  

[0:57:00] 

 It was hard, but it was exciting.  And Mama said, “I told you God had his 

hand on you.  You’re going to do great things in this life.  You’re going to 

do great things.” Johnny had a lot of experiences spiritually.  He spoke 

with a couple of angels oin different times.  And those are times that God 

encouraged him and blessed him in those times. 

Interviewer: Hmm. 

Joanne Cash: He was always sure of what he was going to be.  And that’s a good thing 

to be.  I’m sure I’m going to be home to be with the Lord when I go.  And 

I bet you are too, aren’t you? 

Interviewer: Hmm. 

Joanne Cash: All right.  I’ve enjoyed this.  I hope you have. 

Interviewer: I have too. 

Male: I have too.  Thank you so much for coming out. 
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Joanne Cash: You’re welcome. 

Male: This is a great story.   

[0:58:00] 

[Laughter] 

Joanne Cash: We don’t have three days or I could tell you some more.________. 

Interviewer: Yeah, I’m sure.  I’m sure we could all do this for a long time. 

Joanne Cash: Yeah. 

Male: I’d just like to sit and listen. 

Joanne Cash: Johnny is like so many people like Elvis and like so many people, it’s 

endless. they see s  So much – so many people writing books about 

Johnny.  I could but I don’t know if I want to do that anymoreor not.  It’s 

so many…   

Male: You are a book.   

Joanne Cash: I knowI am a book. 

Male: About Johnny. 

Interviewer: I’ve got probably one more question or so.  I’m sure we’ve covered it, but 

just – if you could just sum up your brother in what he valued most in life 

and if you could – if you could just say what was most important to him 

throughout his whole life, that’d be great. 

Joanne Cash: God.  Family.  And our country.   

[0:59:00] 

 Because Johnny always in his heart had the Lord, and he allowed God to 

lead him.  He was a real family man.  He loved his family.  He loved – he 

had an unconditional love for every member of our family.  When some of 

his kids would mess up on drugs, his love was unconditional.  

Unconditional love would be a good word to sum up if you’re gonna just 

say a couple words about him. 

 But he was very, very patriotic.  He loved our nation, our country.  He 

might be quite upset now about some of the things, and I won’t go into 

that, but he was very patriotic.  But above all, he had the Lord first to 

please God.  He loved the Word of God.  He was a very student of the 

Word.  And he could quote you a scripture in a second. 

[1:00:00] 
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 But God, family and country and unconditional love. 

Interviewer: I know he – especially in the ‘70s, he did the Resurrection movie.  He –  

Joanne Cash: Gospel Road? 

Interviewer: Yeah, Gospel Road.  And he also wrote Man in White and some like –  

Joanne Cash: That was his heart.  That was his heart.  He wanted to do the film.  He put 

his own money into that film to portray what he believes that Jesus Christ 

was when He was on the earth with himself.  He was a human being but 

yet He was God’s son.  And I thought it was excellent.  I thought that 

movie was excellent.  Billy Graham Association still owns that.   

 And as a matter of fact, the Ernie Still Breaker Shop on Sunday morning 

when we have church there in that auditoriumin that little auditorium, they 

have a whole big long segment and it’s Elvis and Cash.  It’s got all of 

Johnny’s stuff, all of his movies, Gospel Road – 

[1:01:00] 

 His videos, everything he’s done has been re-released.  And of course, 

everything Elvis has done.  So it’s Elvis and Cash.  I guess you’re pretty 

famous when you go by one name. 

Interviewer: Yeah. 

Male: Yeah. 

Interviewer: I think there’s only one Elvis.   

Joanne Cash: Yeah.  That’s right. 

Interviewer: There’s only one Johnny that I know of, too.   

Male: Joanne, thank you so much. 

Interviewer: Yeah, thank you. 

Joanne Cash: Well, thank you for inviting me.  I appreciate it.  Hi, Brian. 

[End of Audio] 

 


