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[0:00:00] 

 

Cameron Jones: On behalf of Crossroads to Freedom, Rose College, and 

Knowledge Quest, I want to thank you for taking out of your busy 

schedule to share your story with us today.  I'm Cameron Jones, 

and this is – 

 

Rodtavis Miller: And I'm Rodtavis Miller. 

 

Cameron Jones: And I'm honored to meet you and learn from your inspirational 

story.  Today's interview will be archived online at the Crossroads 

to Freedom website.  Today's date is July 2nd, 2014.  Can you state 

some basic biographical information for the record?  What is your 

name? 

 

Roger Brown: My name is Roger Brown.   

 

Cameron Jones: If you don't mind me asking, what year were you born? 

 

Roger Brown: I was born in 1959. 

 

Cameron Jones: Where were you born and raised? 

 

Roger Brown: I was born and raised in Detroit, Michigan.  

 

Cameron Jones: What is or was your occupation? 

 

Roger Brown: I am currently employed with LeMoyne-Owen College as the 

Executive Director of Institutional Advancement, and also I'm 

employed as pastor of the Greater Whitestone Missionary Baptist 

Church, which is located in South Memphis. 

 

[0:01:00]  

 

Cameron Jones: What does your job at LeMoyne-Owen involve? 

 

Roger Brown: My job at LeMoyne involves me working with community 

partners and stakeholders for the college to raise necessary funds 

that will assist the college in ending this year with a balanced 

budget, as well as providing scholarship dollars for the many 

students who are in need of attending school. 

 

Cameron Jones: How many scholarships would you say LeMoyne-Owen gives out 

a year? 
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Roger Brown: Well, right now, we award approximately $2 million a year in 

scholarships.  We probably need twice as much – to be offering 

twice as much as that.  The need becomes even greater because of 

the number of young people who are affected through what we call 

parent-plus loan, the change in the Federal government's process of 

giving – awarding students grants has changed.  And because of 

the changes, many of the students – 

 

[0:02:00] 

 

Have a desire to go to college but are unable to find the necessary 

funds for it.  And that tends to be a very serious problem in our 

community of our students wanting to go to school and have not 

prepared financially for school.  

 

Cameron Jones: What do you think should be done to get more scholarship dollars? 

 

Roger Brown: Well, not only more scholarship dollars; if I had to first start, I 

think that it would – I think that we first have to go back to the 

parent, that as parents, parents should be preparing for their 

students to go to college from day one, from birth, and putting 

aside funds so that when a student gets the chance to go to college, 

that the funds, the necessary funds, will be there for them.  I also 

think that students can help while in high school because the State 

of Tennessee does have what they consider called – 

 

[0:03:00] 

 

 The Lottery Scholarship.  And if our students will actually take 

advantage of the Lottery Scholarships, and that doesn't mean 

waiting until the 12th grade to start to raise their GPA because the 

lottery funds are given based upon grade-point average.  And so 

what it means is that when a student gets into high school, in ninth 

grade, he has to be focused and strong enough focused so that he 

starts being concerned about his grades in the ninth grade so that 

when he graduates from high school, he'll be able to assist – to be 

able to gain those funds that will help.   

 

 And normally, with those scholarship funds, I mean the Lottery 

Scholarship funds, and with the funds through most of the times 

that a person would get through financial aid, which would be 

TSAC or Pell Grant, the cost would be minimized to a lot lower 

than it is – 

 

[0:04:00] 
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 For a student who comes with no preparation.  So I put it back on 

the parent first – 

 

[0:04:06 – Audio repeats from beginning] 

 

[Transcript continues at 0:04:07]  

 

 Making sure our parents are planning early, and then for students, 

take advantage of all of the free money that you possibly can, 

which would include getting good grades in high school so that 

you could get the Lottery Scholarship, filing early your FAFSA so 

that you can get all of the free money through the Federal 

government as possible, and then also applying for external 

scholarships, as many external scholarships as you can.   

 

 And that process starts early.  You can't wait until after you arrive 

and register to begin to apply for college scholarships.  You have 

to do that early on.  

 

Cameron Jones: Were you ever married? 

 

Roger Brown: I am married; have been married for 34 years to Emma Brown, my 

beautiful bride.  We have four children.   

 

[0:05:00] 

 

And all four of our children have graduated college.  Two 

graduated from LeMoyne, and two from the University of 

Tennessee. 

 

Cameron Jones: What is or was your spouse's occupation? 

 

Roger Brown: My spouse works in the area of medical.  She is an assistant – 

medical assistant for a private practice. 

 

Cameron Jones: What were your children's names? 

 

Roger Brown: My oldest daughter is LaKila Marie, and she is now married and 

has two children, and both her daughters have finished high school 

and are in college.  My next is Jacqueline.  Jacqueline graduated 

from LeMoyne as well.  She is teaching science and math at 

Ridgeway Middle School.  The next are twins, Raphael and Raquel.   

 

 Raphael works as a lab assistant in Knoxville, and my daughter, 

Raquel, is the manager of one of the McAllister's – 

 



 RogerBrown Page 4 of 16 
Cameron Jones, Rodtavis Miller, Roger Brown  

 

www.verbalink.com  Page 4 of 16 
 

[0:06:02] 

 

 Restaurants here in Memphis.   

 

Cameron Jones: Now, let's talk a little about your experiences growing up.  Can 

you tell me about the neighborhoods you grew up in? 

 

Roger Brown: Well, I grew up – I've spent half of my life in Detroit and half of 

my life in Memphis.  Growing up in Detroit, I was grown before I 

realized that we grew up and we were poor.  And it came out in my 

fact of asking my parents a question, asking my mother a question 

on why I was born at Herman-Kiefer Hospital and we lived on the 

East Side of Detroit and why did we travel all the way to the West 

Side of Detroit.   

 

 And it was then that she explained to me that that was the hospital 

designated that if you were on welfare that you had to be born.  I 

grew up with – there's five sisters – five brothers and sisters; there 

was a total of five of us.  And even though there were five of us 

and I was the youngest – 

 

[0:07:00] 

 

 Of the five, it was difficult knowing that we were poor because we 

didn't know that we were lacking anything because we – the house 

was full of love and the love that we got from our parents covered 

anything else that we didn't have.  You know, sure I know I didn't 

have the best sneakers.  I had to go to the grocery store and we 

brought our gym shoes out of the grocery store.  You tried them on, 

and you bought the Converse. 

 

 You guys think Converse is something new, but Converse you 

used to buy in the grocery stores off the bottom of the rack, and 

you just kept trying till you found the right size.  But we didn't 

know we were poor.  But it taught me how to be humble.  It taught 

me – it teaches me even now how to be respectful of others, as 

well as how to appreciate what you do have. 

 

Cameron Jones: How would you describe your home life? 

 

Roger Brown: My home life?   

 

[0:08:00] 

 

 I live within my means.  I live comfortably.  I have what I would 

consider to be a nice home.   
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Cameron Jones: Who were your parents and what were they like? 

 

Roger Brown: My mother, Rosalie Brown, she was a school teacher.  She 

graduated from South Carolina State.  In her latter years of life, she 

retired from teaching school in Detroit and was the director of a 

daycare and first through third grade school.  My dad was a laborer 

who worked – who drove truck and for a scrap metal company.  He 

never finished high school.  He had to drop out of high school to 

work and take care of his brothers and sisters.  

 

Cameron Jones: What schools did you attend? 

 

[0:09:00] 

 

Roger Brown: I graduated Northwestern High School in Detroit, Michigan, and I 

attended Wayne State University, as well as finishing my degree 

from LeMoyne-Owen College. 

 

Cameron Jones: What was school like for you? 

 

Roger Brown: [Laughs] High school was fun.  I made it fun.  I worked in what 

was called DECA, Distributive Education Clubs of America.  So I 

was a business and a fine arts major at high school there.  In 

Detroit, you could major and choose a major.  So my major was 

business and with a minor or concentration also in music and fine 

arts.  So it was fun because we were one of the three performing 

arts school in Detroit.  So we were always one of the schools – we 

were considered and we considered ourselves to be the top 

performing arts school.  

 

 Of course, if you ask Dianna Ross, she went to Cass Tech, so she 

thought Cass Tech was the – 

 

[0:10:00] 

 

 Number one.  But we were always selected to do a number of extra 

things, especially for many of the operas that would come to town.  

We would be some of the backup for the operas and chorus for the 

operas.  And so we thought it was a lot of fun.  And then working 

with DECA, I was a regional office and a national officer in DECA.  

So I had a responsibility of making sure that everyone in our club 

and locally was employed.  And so it was always a great 

opportunity to go out and find jobs. 
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 And so we worked with a lot of the grocery stores, and many of 

our students started out as sackers we called them then – sackers at 

the grocery store, or they were working at the counter of 

McDonald's and Burger King.  But it was always great because we 

had a chance – I felt important going around, finding jobs for other 

people. 

 

Cameron Jones: What churches did you attend and what were they like? 

 

Roger Brown: In Detroit, I attended – 

 

[0:11:00] 

 

 St. James Baptist Church.  It was located right in the heart of the 

East Side of Detroit, which was a pretty rough side of town.  Later 

after moving to Memphis, I united once I moved here with the 

Mount Vernon Baptist Church Westwood.  The church initially as 

I – when I arrived there, they had not too long had moved to the 

Westwood community.  They were located initially in the same 

properties of Bountiful Blessings; the Bountiful Blessings, the 

Reverend Gene Patterson actually purchased their first building 

from Mount Vernon and Mount Vernon moved to the Westwood 

community. 

 

 We were able to partner with the city schools there and Westwood 

High School, as well as Westwood Elementary School where we 

were adopters for both of those schools, as well as we partnered 

with one of the Episcopal dioceses on some property that they had 

and we were able to – 

 

[0:12:00] 

 

 With the City of Memphis build some senior housing for – 

affordable senior housing for a complex there that is still today 

being kept up very well, which is located right across the street 

from Westwood High School.  So the churches I attended were 

very much involved in helping to improve the communities that 

they were in locally.  

 

Cameron Jones: How did you come in contact with Greater Whitestone? 

 

Roger Brown: Well, there was a nice pastor there by the name of Reverend 

Joseph McGee, who at the time invited me the first time to come 

and speak for their youth day.  And I felt honored because I was 

not getting a lot of invitations to come to speak for youth days 

anymore because I was getting up in age.  [Laughs] So when he 
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asked me to come, I overwhelmingly accepted his invitation to 

come and be their youth day speaker.  And I had a wonderful time 

with them.   

 

[0:13:00] 

 

 And things progressed to where he had an illness which required 

him to not be able to serve as pastor.  And they began to search for 

a pastor.  And in searching for a pastor, I applied, among – with 

many others, and from that was elected by the church to serve as 

its pastor.  And I've been there now almost five years. 

 

Cameron Jones: What characteristics about the church made you want to be the 

pastor? 

 

Roger Brown: Well, they were a loving people.  That was number one.  They 

were a loving people, and I had a lot of love to give.  And so that 

made a marriage for us both.  They were a community.  They were 

in the heart of the community.  I believe that South Memphis is the 

heart of Memphis.  I had worked previously with a program called 

Weed and Seed, which was through the Memphis Police 

Department and the U.S. Attorneys' Office. 

 

 It was a program where we went into – 

 

[0:14:00] 

 

 Communities and we tried to attempt to do it here in the South 

Memphis community where we would go in and we would weed 

out violent crime with the cooperation of all law enforcement, 

sheriffs, police, and we would go in and weed out the violent crime.  

And then the community partners would come back and reseed it 

with positive programs.  So you would have the churches, the 

businesses, schools, they would come together and we would sit 

around the table and we were applying for Federal funding for this 

program. 

 

 But to keep up everyone from duplicating its services, each 

particular partner took on a different program.  One may have 

offered afterschool programs.  The other one may have had 

programs geared to seniors so that the community would be 

reseeded with positive programs.  And so one of the unfortunate 

pieces is that it didn't work in this community.  It did work – we 

were able to get it up and running in the Binghamton community. 

 

[0:15:00] 
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 But we were not able to get it, and so I saw a void here in South 

Memphis and wanted to see how we could improve it.  So it was 

an asset.  The church was an asset because I thought that the 

church could actually serve as a catalyst for making it happen, for 

helping to bring to this community some positive programs that 

would help to revitalize the community.  And so that was – I 

thought that was one of the strengths. 

 

 And so the church serves as the adopter for LaRose Elementary 

School.  We're very involved in helping to support those students.  

Many of our children at our church belong or go to LaRose, and so 

we're very involved in their adopter program.  We are in the  

process of expanding our ministries to include now a housing 

ministry where we are looking at how we, as a church, can be 

instrumental in leading to develop some affordable housing in this 

community, as well as – 

 

[0:16:00] 

 

 Change and get rid of some of the blight that's in our community as 

well.  

 

Cameron Jones: Why do you think the program failed to work here in South 

Memphis? 

 

Roger Brown: Well, one of the reasons that we thought it didn't work was because 

at the time, it was LeMoyne Gardens, and now, it's College Park.  

And LeMoyne Gardens, at the time, most of the individuals were 

renting the property or on subsidized income.  And there was no 

ownership.  There was no community pride instilled in many of the 

owners or the people who lived in that community. 

 

 Now, I think it probably would work.  College Park is completely 

different, and with it now, it actually has anum of individuals who 

are owning their property.  And you drive thought now, and it's a 

totally different community.  So I think that there are a number of 

people who are here who really want to be in South Memphis and 

they want to see change. 

 

[0:17:00] 

 

 And so I think that it could work now with the number of people 

who are owning their own property. 
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Cameron Jones: Can you share some of the memories from your childhood that 

influenced you later on in life? 

 

Roger Brown: Wow.  [Laughs] I can remember growing up on my street and we 

had a garage, and the garage in the back had been torn down.  And 

so it just had a concrete slab in the backyard.  And after school, I 

would set chairs out on this concrete slab and play school.  And I 

would have all of the kids from the neighborhood to come and we 

would do our homework.  But I would be the teacher. 

 

 And we would have recess.  And so at recess, I would go up and 

down the street to neighbors and collect sandwiches so that the 

young people in the back who were doing their homework would 

have some food to eat [laughs] so we could have lunch.  And 

many of those individuals who were in my classroom then – 

 

[0:18:00] 

 

Have gone onto be great teachers themselves.  And so every time 

we see each other, we laugh and we remember and we reminisce 

about those days of being in the backyard.  And when it would 

raise, we would go the basement and I'd have class in the basement.  

So they were great things.  We mimicked a lot of the things we 

saw our parents do.  Our parents had a block club.  And so we 

thought there should be a youth block club. 

 

And so I started a youth block club.  And we became larger than 

the parent – our parents' block club was.  We did more than our 

parents did.  And so we were raising more money than our parents 

were raising in the senior block club, and they were borrowing 

from us to do things and beautify the neighborhood.  And that was 

typically what we'd do.  We would raise money.  We would have 

an annual trip to a place called Cedar Point.  

 

You don't know anything about Cedar Point, but it's an amusement 

park in Sandusky, Ohio. 

 

[0:19:00] 

 

And we would take buses to Cedar Point every year and raise 

money.  And then with that money, we would help individuals on 

our block who couldn't afford to buy flowers.  We would buy 

flowers, and then we, as a block club, a youth block club, we 

would go on one Saturday and help plant those flowers so that our 

neighborhood could participate in beautification awards, and we 

always won the awards.   
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When our neighbors couldn't afford to cut their grass, we would 

cut their grass for them and wouldn’t charge them for it.  Same 

thing when it came time when the snow would fall.  We would 

shovel the snow for them.  But – and many of those neighbors that 

we did that for, they became like extended mother and fathers for 

us.   

 

Cameron Jones: Can you describe Cedar Point briefly? 

 

Roger Brown: Cedar Point had the best rollercoaster there ever was.  It was – 

wow.  We couldn't wait to get to Cedar Point to get on that 

rollercoaster.  And then later on, they were one of the first parks 

that had a waterslide.  It's still in existence.   

 

[0:20:00] 

 

Google it, Cedar Point.  They're attracting a lot of people to come 

to it.  But it's a wonderful, wonderful park.   

 

Rodtavis Miller: Well, okay then.  You talked a good bit about Detroit, so let's talk 

about South Memphis if you don't mind. 

 

Roger Brown: Okay. 

 

Rodtavis Miller: Exactly what does South Memphis mean to you? 

 

Roger Brown: Well, I see South Memphis as a goldmine.  I really say and I don't 

want to say it too loud and too long because I don't want somebody 

to hear me and take advantage of it.  But I do believe that very 

shortly, South Memphis is going to be the new downtown.  As we 

continue to see downtown grow and expand, the borders and the 

boundary line is coming further and further into South Memphis. 

 

 So sooner or later, we're going to become the new downtown.  I 

see nothing but opportunity.  And I say that because there's been so 

many extractions – 

 

[0:21:00] 

 

 But there have not been enough deposits back into the community; 

extractions meaning that we lack decent food grocery stores.  Let's 

take that for instance.  I was at the church, and we needed 

something right away.  And I had to drive all the way to Third and 

Belt to find the first major grocery store just to find some eggs.  

Just to buy simple eggs, we had to drive all the way to Third and 
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Belt, or I had to go to either Poplar and Cleveland.  Those were the 

closest chain grocery stores that we could get to.   

 

 The community lacks recreational facilities.  There's not a movie 

theater.  There's not a roller skating rink.  There's not a bowling 

alley.  And we want to know why crime is so high in this 

community?  Because we don't have any – we don't have any 

positive recreational facilities to channel – 

 

[0:22:00] 

 

 Young people's energy into.  We don't have a YMCA.  They Boys 

and Girls Club is closed.  So there's nothing positive in the area of 

recreation for young people to work off all of this energy.  And so 

I see it as nothing but a goldmine opportunity because there has to 

sooner or later be someone that understands that this is what our 

community really needs.  And as a church, we're working very 

hard to make sure that some of this happens, not way off, but very, 

very soon.  

 

Rodtavis Miller: So you're saying hopefully in the future, like a good deal of 

business should start spiking up?  Like do you think it will be at an 

all-time high? 

   

Roger Brown: Yeah.  And I think it's not just a city problem.  It becomes a state 

problem as well because you've got to realize that Crump – coming 

up Crump, Crump is the – 

   

[0:23:00] 

 

Entrance into our state.  It is the west entrance into the state of 

Tennessee.  And I think that our Senators, our state officials, have 

to be more concerned with the presentation of what we look like 

coming into the state.  It's not a very pretty picture when you come 

across that bridge and you just – you fall into Crump, and by the 

time you get to Crump and Third, it's like, wow.  That doesn't say 

very much for our state. 

 

And I think our governor, I think our state representatives, I think 

our state Senators have to pay as much attention to the west end of 

Tennessee as being paid to the east end of Tennessee.  And I'm 

hoping to – that they'll hear me loud and clear because as a church, 

we're going to make sure.  I think that the shopping center, the 

metro shopping center there on Crump is an insult to our 

community. 
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[0:24:00] 

 

It's plenty of property, and something should be done.  That's an 

excellent place for a movie theater or roller skating rink or a 

bowling alley; excellent location.  It's dilapidated property that sits 

as the entrance of our state that says nothing for the State of 

Tennessee. 

 

Rodtavis Miller: So do you think that sets a bad reputation for South Memphis? 

 

Roger Brown: Well, I don't think – would think it's a bad reputation.  I think that 

what it does is it should send a message to our lawmakers to say 

that we who are in South Memphis, and hopefully this video will 

say it as well, that we are not running away; that we're going to be 

here and we're not going to continue to pay tax dollars and not see 

something happen in South Memphis.   

 

 And I think united, one of the things I think that we haven't – we 

lack, we just haven't been united in our effort.  When the young 

people that I believe see this shirt – 

   

[0:25:00] 

 

 ___ ___ has the Booker T. Washington, when those young people 

at Booker T. Washington just a few years ago united their efforts 

and produced this great video, what happened?  They were able to 

get the president of the United States of America to see that video 

and pay interest, enough interest, that he was interested in coming 

to be the commencement speaker.  And that same kind of concern 

and effort that you all did at Booker T. Washington is the same 

thing we have to do about South Memphis, if we're going to see 

and make something happen. 

 

Rodtavis Miller: Okay.  In your opinion, what are some places in South Memphis 

that actually make it a real good place to live? 

 

Roger Brown: Well, wow.  LeMoyne-Owen College.  [Laughs] I think LeMoyne-

Owen College is definitely one of the true stakeholders of this 

community.  I think the rich history of our church community 

gives credence to why South Memphis so great.  A number of the – 

 

[0:26:00] 

 

 Members of our church, they don't reside in South Memphis any 

longer.  Many of them have moved out.  But yet they believe in 

this community enough that they come back to worship, and not 
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only worship because we're making a difference in the community; 

they're really ready to invest their dollars as well to help make a 

change in this community. 

 

 I think one of the other greatest assets in our community is Stacks, 

Stacks Museum and Stacks Academy, the great things that they're 

doing.  These are – the Four-Way Grill, the rich history of the 

Four-Way Grill.  So all of these are – the Mason Temple.  All of 

these are rich, historical landmarks.  And we've got so many – like 

Detroit, so many of the music – in the music industry who came 

out of Motown there but out of Stacks here who grew up in South 

Memphis.  Aretha Franklin, who's house is right over here on Lucy 

where she was born in; her father, the great Reverend C. L. 

Franklin – 

 

[0:27:00] 

 

 Used to pastor New Salem Fourth Street right up the street – right 

around the corner from where I am.  And those are rich, rich 

histories that we can't let go.  And if we don't tell the story, no one 

else will really ever know.   

 

Rodtavis Miller: Okay.  Well then here come a hard question. 

 

Roger Brown: Oh, hard one.  Okay, okay. 

 

Rodtavis Miller: Exactly like what is the best thing about South Memphis? 

 

Roger Brown: The best thing – the best thing in South Memphis is Greater 

Whitestone Missionary Baptist Church located at 917 South 

Wellington Street, and they have a great pastor over there; 

[laughter] one of the greatest pastors is right over there at that 

church.  That's one of the greatest things in South Memphis.  

[Laughs] You asked me.  I told you the truth there.  

 

Rodtavis Miller: Okay then.  When you bring up places in South Memphis, like 

College Park, are you hopeful about the future of South Memphis? 

 

Roger Brown: I am very hopeful.  I'm hoping that we will, as a church, will be 

able to – 

 

[0:28:00] 

 

 Begin a project of renovating a block at a time, helping with the 

revitalization.  We've adopted right now Williams Street, and we're 

going – if we have to go a block at a time, but I believe that we can 
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connect to all of the great renovations that have been done at 

College Park to make this community safer and to make it an area 

and a community where people are excited about wanting to live in. 

 

 Well, let me – and the reason I say that is because the program that 

I spoke of earlier, the Weed and Seed program, when we initially 

tried to do it, it was housed in LeMoyne Gardens.  And so I know 

what LeMoyne Gardens was like in comparison to what College 

Park is like right now.  And so this is phenomenal.  I could 

blindfold you and take you around the city and bring you to 

College Park, take your blindfold off, and you, not knowing where 

you are, would assume – 

 

[0:29:00] 

 

 That you're in Harbor Town.  And I think that it needs to go further 

than just College Park.  It needs to be other parts of this 

community need to be the same way.  

 

Rodtavis Miller: Well then quick question.  Do you have any fond memories of 

South Memphis then since you have a lot to say about it? 

 

Roger Brown: Well, I've been employed with LeMoyne-Owen College for 15 

years, so I've been working in this community for over 15 years.  

And then for five years, the program that I worked before, was 

housed in this area as well.  And so yeah, there are plenty of fond 

memories I have of this community.  I've seen it bad, and I've seen 

it make major turnarounds.  I think College Park was one of the 

greatest things that could've happened to South Memphis. 

 

 It stabilizes community.  It stabilized the individuals who live here.  

And I think that – 

 

[0:30:00] 

 

 Like I said before, I just would love to see it expand beyond the 

boundaries that it is now into other parts of the city. 

 

Rodtavis Miller: Last few questions; almost done.  But how would you compare 

living in Detroit to living in South Memphis? 

 

Roger Brown: Well, living in Detroit, I lived in a community very, very, very, 

very much like South Memphis.  The West Side that I lived on and 

even now is going through much of the same problems that we are 

experiencing in South Memphis.  The blight is high.  Abandoned 

homes, properties that are burned because of individuals trying to 
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sleep in the homes to stay warm and so they – the house catches 

fire.  So very much like it.  My heart breaks every time I go home 

to see the community that I grew up in, to drive past the 

elementary school that I attended – 

 

[0:31:00] 

 

 And it's boarded up and dilapidated and falling in because of the 

problem that exists here in South Memphis exists there as well.  

And because housing and the lack of, there are no children in that 

community who would feed to those schools.  So ultimately, those 

schools close down.  And so if we don't bring housing back and 

affordable housing back to these communities, we're going to 

continue to see the closing of many of the schools in the area.   

 

 So the communities are very similar.  And my heart breaks when I 

drive through parts of South Memphis and I see the same thing.  

But I'm here, and because I'm here, I believe that I am an agent of 

change.  And from birth on up, I've been working to make it better 

for me and for others.  And so I can't stop now. 

 

Rodtavis Miller: Well, speaking of children, is there any advice that you would like 

to give the young people of South Memphis? 

 

Roger Brown: Yeah, I surely would. 

 

[0:32:00] 

 

 Be proud of your community first.  And when you're proud of 

something and you take ownership of it, then you'll take care of it.  

And you're not too young to begin to be agents of change.  Age is 

only a number.  There are some of the youngest who have been 

very positive and very instrumental in bringing about great 

opportunities and great changes in communities.  And I think 

working together, we could make it happen. 

 

Rodtavis Miller: Is there anything else you would like to add that we haven't 

covered?  Anything, final thoughts? 

 

Roger Brown: Well, the only other thing I guess in closing that I could say is that 

I would like to see – we've started with a group of churches, which 

is called the Shalom Zone, a number – there are only about five of 

us in this community who are partnering who are working together 

– 

 

[0:33:00] 
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 To help make a difference in South Memphis.  That's five.  There 

are probably 55 churches in South Memphis, and I would just like 

to see how the churches' community could drop its isms and realize 

that we do have one common goal, and that's to see individuals in 

this area live better and more productive lives.  And working 

together, I think we could make that happen. 

 

 And so let's drop the barriers that separate us, the denominational 

barriers, whatever the barriers may be.  Let's get rid of those and 

let's work together for one common cause.   

 

Rodtavis Miller: Well, that being the ending, we would like to thank you for 

participating in the Crossroads to Freedom Project. 

 

Roger Brown: Well, thank you both, gentleman, for a wonderful interview, and 

I've enjoyed my time speaking with you. 

 

 [0:34:56 – End of Audio] 

 


