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Janeesse Richey: – Crossroads to Freedom team, we would like to thank you for just 

taking time out of your schedule to come and share your story with 

us.  We’re gonna go ahead and get started, so could you state your 

name and your current occupation for us? 

Anne Shafer: Well, my name is Anne Weiland Shafer.  My occupation right now 

is trying to organize the boxes of stuff I’ve got in my house, which 

some of this came from.  I accumulated it over the years, and I 

don’t go out much.  I don’t do anything much, a few things, 

meetings like maybe, but not much.  My health’s not too good, so I 

don’t go out unless I really need to.   

Janeesse Richey: Could you tell us a little about where you were born and raised? 

00:01:00 

Anne Shafer: Yes.  I was born here in Memphis and I was raised on a little farm, 

which was here in Memphis, but back then the city limits was at 

the fairgrounds, the parkways.  All around the parkways was the 

city limits, and I was out east of where Memphis State is, 

University of Memphis, and that was out in the country, and it was 

during the Great Depression, so we had a house with a half of an 

acre, and fenced in.  We had two cows, and two pigs, and a bunch 

of chickens, and rabbits, and a garden, and fruit trees, and 

grapevines, and we had everything we needed to feed ourselves. 

00:02:00 

 When I went to school, I walked from there up to Memphis State at 

that time where the streetcar came out and turned around and went 

back to town, so it was about a quarter of a mile or so walk.  I rode 

that streetcar I guess eight years, maybe more, maybe less.   

Janeesse Richey: Could you tell us about your parents, and their names, and what 

they did for a living? 

Anne Shafer: Yes.  My mother, her name was Marguerite Bennelli Weiland.  She 

was born in 1891, and she was born in Vicksburg, Mississippi.   

00:03:00 

 Her parents were half – one was Italian, the other was German, and 

they came to the United States in the late 1800’s, and my father’s 

name was Paul Solomon Weiland, and his grandparents came from 

Ireland, and he had one great-grandmother I think who was 

Spanish.  It might’ve been a grandmother.  We never could track 

her down.  We tried to find her, but we couldn’t.  Anyway, he grew 

up on the Mississippi gulf coast at Long Beach, but they lived – 
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from New Orleans, they moved down the coast a little bit, so he 

lived in several little towns down there, and he had several 

brothers, and they had a business called Lathing and Plastering 

Contractors, and they would bid jobs down on the coast as adults 

of course.   

00:04:11 

 Then he’d moved to Memphis and married my mother, and we still 

went down to the coast a lot.  They’d get a job that would take my 

mother too down on the coast, so we’d get to go spend a month 

down on the gulf coast sometimes in the summer.  I was raised 

Catholic, very, very traditional Catholics back then.  There wasn’t 

any difference in ‘em.  They were all – it was not the modern, and 

the traditional, and the whatevers.  I’m one of the whatevers – not 

anymore, but anyway, did I cover all of that? 

Janeesse Richey: You did.  What were your parents like just growing up?  What was 

your home life like? 

00:05:07 

Anne Shafer: Well, I was the oldest of four children.  There was three years 

between my sister and I and then we had two brothers, and the 

three of them were a year apart, my sister and the two brothers, but 

there was this gap between me and them.  There was always them 

and me, and me and them, because they would chase me, and 

pester me a lot, gang up on me, and I’d have to go holler, “Mother, 

make ‘em leave me alone,” and they’d get a lot of enjoyment out 

of that, and they played.   

They climbed trees.  We had trees all around there.  They’d play in 

the little, very small pond we dug in the backyard for the pigs.  

They’d play in the pig water or in the tub the cows drank out of 

and chased the chickens.   

VIDEO CUT: 06:02:17 

00:06:02 

They were very active and I was not like that.  I was always quiet.  

I read children’s books, and played with paper dolls, and did stuff, 

quiet things, and my dad used to call me Orphan Annie.  I don’t 

know if y’all know much about Orphan Annie, but it was because I 

was so serious all the time.  They were just the opposite, so we 

aggravated each other a lot, but we got along very well.  Our 

parents were very strict with us in teaching us what to do and what 
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not to do.  My dad had been one of eight children, four boys and 

four girls, and he was in the middle, so he had been the 

peacemaker in his family. 

00:07:10 

One of his sisters told me many years later, she said, “He was 

always the favorite ‘cause he would always make peace between 

everybody when they’d squabble,” and he taught us to do the same 

thing.  Anytime we got into an argument, he’d make all of us sit 

down and listen to each one’s side of the story, and I grew up that 

way, and it helped me in later life of course.  It’s part of what made 

me what I am.  I respect everybody’s right to a point of view.  I 

don’t always agree with ‘em, but that’s what they think they saw, 

but we had a very good family life as children even though we 

were very poor during the Depression, and many times we’d have 

the sole of our shoe tied up all around the shoe so it wouldn’t flop 

when we walked, and we’d have to wait ‘til the money was there to 

buy a new pair of shoes, but nobody seemed to care.   

00:08:19 

Most people was in a similar situation. 

Janeesse Richey: What schools did you attend while you were growing up? 

Anne Shafer: Sacred Heart High School in Memphis.  It was a 12 year school 

and that’s where I walked up there to the streetcar and rode to the 

school.  It’s at Cleveland and Jefferson, and when the three 

younger ones started school, there was another little Catholic 

school that just went to the eighth grade, so they went to that 

school, St. Anne’s on Highland, and I rode the streetcar alone into 

Sacred Heart.   

00:09:06 

 That’s where I went 12 – 11 years.  I went to Blessed Sacrament in 

the first grade. 

Janeesse Richey: What was school like for you?  What was your experience going to 

school? 

Anne Shafer: Well, I think probably the worst thing’s maybe I talked a lot in 

school when I wasn’t supposed to.  My husband says I haven’t 

stopped talking yet, but I remember being sent to the closet to sit 

on a stool in the closet for talking out of turn, something like that, 

and I don’t know.  I enjoyed school, and I enjoyed the friends.   
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00:10:00 

I never was a studious student.  Never was, never will be.  I’ve 

tried, but I guess that’s – did you ask me something else about 

that? 

Janeesse Richey: No.  I just wanted to know how it was like for you.  Were you 

involved in any activities while you were in school? 

Anne Shafer: Well, we had a lot of singing, but mainly I guess it was practicing 

singing.  We learned to sing and then we would sing in church, and 

I played basketball one year.  I think it was in the ninth grade.  

Back then they had a citywide basketball sports for girls, and I 

played one year.   

00:11:03 

In the second year I got hurt a month before the game started.  I 

twisted my knee, so that ended my sports career.  That knee’s 

bothered me all my life.  I feel so bad when I see these football 

players get hurt.  I think, “They don’t know it, but that joint’s 

gonna hurt them forever.”   

Janeesse Richey: Did you have any role models while you were growing up? 

Anne Shafer: Well, the Catholic Church teaches children to have role models, 

and I brought one of my role models with me, a picture of St. 

Francis of Assisi.  I don’t know if y’all have ever heard of him or 

not, but he was a very popular young man.   

00:12:08 

All of his devotion was spent on the poor, and I guess that’s one of 

the things that attracted me to him, because he really cared for the 

poor, and he also didn’t wanna be a priest, ‘cause he didn’t wanna 

get involved in the politics of the church, and that rang a bell with 

me, but that’s when I was younger.  What I did, I painted a picture 

of him one time, and I won a ribbon for it.  I entered it in the 

women’s contest, and it won third place, and I don’t know if you 

could see that or not.   

It was 1995 I think and so I’ve considered him one of my main role 

models.  I’ve had others.  I can’t think of them right now.   

VIDEO CUT: 13:19:22 

Janeesse Richey: As you went through school, did you see Memphis evolving or 

changing in any way? 
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Anne Shafer: Yes, and I saw it before I was old enough to know what was going 

on, because I saw it from the streetcar, riding everyday by myself.  

A lot of people rode the streetcar back then.  Not everybody had 

cars, and I’d ride from where it turned around at Memphis State, 

and go to the fairgrounds, and then I’d get off and transfer to 

another streetcar that went in Madison.   

00:14:09 

 So I saw probably as bad as it ever got, watching black people be 

shoved in the back, and as a child, I was aware of that.  I watched 

it.  I would sit there and think, “I know that’s not right,” but that’s 

the way it was.  They could not sit in front of where a white person 

was sitting, so I would sit there and watch for a vacant seat in front 

of me, and I’d get up, and move up, and give ‘em another seat or 

two, ‘cause sometimes they would be holding a baby, or a sack of 

groceries or something, but they would have to stand and hold onto 

that strap up there, and the streetcar would be wobbling down the 

tracks, and so I knew that was wrong.   

00:15:13 

 I knew it had to change and as soon as there was an opening for 

change, I got involved. 

Janeesse Richey: What did you decide after grade school?  Did you go to college? 

Anne Shafer: When I graduated from high school, it was 1941 and the World 

War II was going on, so I got it, and my brothers and some friends 

all were going to this war, so I got a job at the Memphis General 

Depot, which was a supply depot for troops, and I worked there 

during the war, which lasted four years, and I saved my money.   

00:16:05 

I bought war bonds, and as soon as the war was over, I cashed in 

my war bonds and went to U.T. Martin, which then was junior 

college, and I’d had just enough money for two years at the junior 

college, so when that was over, I came back to Memphis, and got a 

job. 

Janeesse Richey: Did you get married at some point? 

Anne Shafer: Yes.  My last year at the U.T. Martin was ’47.  I think I was there 

most of ’47, and I had already met a boy through a group of 

students.  They were Memphis people, but some went to U.T. 

Knoxville, and the others went to U.T. Martin, so I met my 
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husband and married him in 1948, and he was a new graduate, just 

finished school at Knoxville in civil engineering. 

00:17:13 

Janeesse Richey: Okay, did you have any children? 

Anne Shafer: I have one, and he has one child, so I have one son and one 

grandson. 

Janeesse Richey: Did you find it difficult trying to raise a family during this time? 

Anne Shafer: Well, at times.  It wasn’t anything like it is today, I’m sure, but my 

son, he went to Holy Rosary School, which is down the street from 

us, about six blocks, and that was just to the eighth grade, so these 

were all little kids, and he’d come home every now and then 

saying some dirty words, or something, and I’d say, “Where’d you 

hear that?”   

 Oh, he’d tell me, “So and so was saying it,” and I said, “We don’t 

say that in this house.  You don’t say that anymore.” And they 

picked on him a good bit sometimes.  Then when I got involved in 

the interracial activities, I was tormented quite a bit, and I was 

pretty well known at that point, and so they would harass my child, 

and he would be at school or coming home from school.  “Your 

mother is a – lover,” and they heard it at home I think from their 

daddies, some of these kids, but I always told him, “Robert, that’s 

not true, and we don’t believe that, and you don’t listen to that kind 

of talk.” 

VIDEO CUT: 19:02:27 

00:19:05 

Janeesse Richey: Did you find it difficult explaining racial issues and prejudices of 

the late ‘50s and ‘60s to him? 

Anne Shafer: Well, I was always trying to explain it to somebody.  You see, at 

that point in time, there was this movement to stop communism, 

and a lot of people, and some of them in very high places in the 

Congress, in the courts, in the churches, everywhere, they thought 

the civil rights movement was part of the communist plot, so they 

preached against it all the time, and I said I didn’t believe it.  Wait 

a minute.   

00:20:00 
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 If we would fix the problem, they would have nothing to exploit, 

even if it is part of the communist plan.  If we would eliminate the 

problem, they would not have anything to use against us, but 

nobody listened to me, so they kept roaring – there was a large 

group of people who were anti-communists.  That’s all they did, 

was preach anti-communism and fear of communists, and so that 

was going on all the time the civil rights movement was building 

up, and a lot of people didn’t know the difference.  They believed 

that side, other people believed the side I was on, but it was 

awfully hard.  I look at the world today.   

00:21:00 

 No matter what the topic is, the news people bring in somebody for 

it, and somebody against it, and they sit there, and they give you all 

the reasons.  Unless people have a personal involvement, they 

don’t know which side to believe, and I think that was true back 

then.  I didn’t see it quite as clearly as I do now looking back on it, 

so I took a lot of risks getting involved, because it was – what’s the 

word – being a traitor.   

Marrissa Scales: Do you feel that there’s a misunderstanding of the ‘60s, of that 

time period? 

Anne Shafer: Oh, there is a misunderstanding, still is, but you see it started there 

with that division, those who were on the side of civil rights and 

those who were against that movement.   

00:22:07 

 They were on the side of anti-communism, so there were two 

strong willed groups of people all the time criticizing the other, and 

I feel like behind the communist threat was mostly people who 

were segregationists, and they saw that as a threat to their way of 

life, and so they fought it as hard as they could.  They saw 

everything falling in front of them, their livelihood and everything, 

and whites like me, we were as determined as blacks.   

 We believed in this cause and we kept going forward with that, so 

what the Catholic Church did – we had a bishop who was old, and 

I think he already had one stroke, and he lived in Nashville.  There 

were a couple of priests in Memphis, one in particular who was a 

big anti-communist fighter.  He went all around the south making 

speeches communism is gonna take over.  Well, communism had 

spread, and it had spread to Cuba.  Well, when it spread to Cuba 

that just put ‘em all in a panic, so they just raged, and ranted, and 
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foamed, and fumed about that.  They’ve gotten into Cuba, they’re 

gonna be here next.  Well, I’m a very devout person.   

00:24:03 

 Deeply spiritual, and I thought, “How can you be that deeply 

devout and spiritual in the face of this threat and tell people don’t 

be afraid?  That makes you look silly, but I believe like Roosevelt 

said, the only thing you have to fear is fear itself, but on the other 

hand, they saw the movement of the communists, and they 

thought, “You’re silly to say that, ‘cause you don’t know what’s 

going on.”  Well, I did, but I had faith that it was not gonna happen 

to us, and we had this racial issue we had to work on, and so we 

should get busy and work on that.  Well, I was called a communist 

lots of times.  A lot of people thought I was a communist, but they 

didn’t know me at all, except that I was involved with this racial 

issue.   

 So I still see people with the same things, and I saw it in an article 

I read yesterday.  The ‘60s, well, it’s got a dirty name, and until 

somebody gets out there and clears it up, it’s gonna stay that way, 

but I’m gonna do what I can do to change the attitude towards the 

‘60s.  Now I can’t condone everything that went on in the ‘60s.  

Nobody can approve of everything everybody does at any given 

time, but there were people who thought, “Well, oh, now we can 

get away with this and that,” and everybody did.  Women were 

trying to get equal rights, and I was involved in that too.   

00:26:00 

 So I called them conservatives, because that’s what they call 

themselves.  Conservatives wanted no change in the role of 

women, and I used to say – I picked it up somewhere that they’re 

so worried about who’s gonna control the sex, and they wanted to 

keep women submissive, and they were terrified of women getting 

equal rights, and a lot of them preach from the Bible.  Well, 

women are supposed to be subject to their husbands, so that 

frightened a lot of people.  That stirred them up, and the more they 

spoke against women having equal rights, the more a lot of women 

thought to get equal rights, so I think had they just sat down and 

had a dialogue about something reasonable on the race issue and 

on the women’s issue, we wouldn’t have come to this, but we 

never had a dialogue. 

   It was just always two sides fighting each other.    

VIDEO CUT: 27:05:26 
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Marrissa Scales: And to back it up a little bit, when did you first gain awareness of 

the civil rights movement happening here in Memphis?  When did 

you notice people taking action? 

Anne Shafer: I was appointed chairman of the Memphis City Beautiful 

Commission in January, 1964.  Well, the Memphis City Beautiful 

Commission was responsible for Memphis putting up, fix up, paint 

up program, and they won a contest every year, a national contest, 

because they worked hard at doing that, and so I had supported a 

man for mayor and the commissioners against the opposite group 

who had claimed their ticket was to keep Memphis down in Dixie.   

00:28:09 

Well, I knew I was not for that bunch, so I worked for this other 

bunch, so after they got elected, I was asked to chair the City 

Beautiful Commission, so I went down there the first time early in 

January.  It was probably the second, or third, or fourth of January, 

and I went in and a lady was showing me around.  This is the 

secretary’s office, and this is the women working in this big room 

with about eight or ten desks in it, and four women in there – the 

rest of the desks was vacant, so then they walk around a little 

farther, and to the right off was a little room, and they introduced 

me.  This is two ladies. 

00:29:01 

They told me their names.  Well, I looked in there.  It was a long, 

narrow room, and their desks were on this side up against the wall.  

They sat there, facing the wall.  Behind them was a coat rack.   

At the far end of the room were two file cabinets and a window.  

That was a closet.  It had been a closet.  It still was a closet.  It had 

a coat rack in there.   

The two black women were sitting in the closet because they could 

not all sit in the same room.  Well, I knew that was not right, and 

so I just moved them.  I put them out in the room with everybody 

else, and I caught a lot of flak for that, because that was the only 

office in city hall that was racially integrated.   

00:30:00 

 A lot of them didn’t have a black employee in their office, 

whatever they did, but City Beautiful did, so I put them all in the 

same room.  I go back to when I mentioned being a child, being 

seated in the closet for talking.  To me, being in the closet was 
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punishment.  It was not equal treatment.  It was not fair, so I didn’t 

even think about what would happen to me for doing that.  I just 

did it.   

Well, then we had this new group that got in when I got in.  They 

promised us some black women.  They would put them on the 

commission too – first time, ‘cause the black division had always 

been separate from the white division, so the City Beautiful 

Commission itself was integrated, and we had lots of programs for 

children and adults, and I just took down the barrier, and all the 

programs were the same.   

00:31:13 

We had a luncheon at the Claridge Hotel, and I sent the notice to 

everybody, and they all came to the Claridge Hotel, and went up 

the elevator, and they got off the elevator, all these white women 

who – and they were older women.  I was young back then.  They 

looked around and saw all the – they were shocked.  Well, I guess I 

should have done some explaining first and prepared for it, but I 

didn’t.  There was really no way to do it, so a few of them got back 

on the elevator and left, but a lot of them stayed, so that was 

integrating a substantial chunk of the Memphis white community, 

and the secretary had been there a long time, and she – ‘cause 

Henry Loeb had been mayor before.   

00:32:09 

Well, she was a talker, and she told me a little about everything 

that was going on, and we even had a program with the sanitation 

workers, and the sanitation workers were not happy in their job 

even back then, but the commissioner that I worked for, and I was 

in the public works department with the sanitation department, so 

they tried to do the best they could do, but nobody made big, 

drastic moves, so Henry Loeb got reelected mayor after our four 

years.  First thing he did was chop up City Beautiful.  He took 

away all the programs.  He discontinued the program with the 

sanitation workers, and the sanitation workers knew that.   

If nobody else in Memphis knew it, the sanitation workers knew it, 

so I was involved accidentally from that day on, because I went to 

other groups that were integrated, and we were all talking about it.  

We were all plotting and scheming. 

VIDEO CUT: 33:22:05 
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Marrissa Scales: Did you notice any of the people around you they worked with or 

in your church or anything that they were pushing for equal rights? 

Anne Shafer: Yeah, there were a lot of women that I worked with that were.  

Well, I’ll name them, because I don’t know offhand how many.  

There was the League of Women Voters, the YWCA, Church 

Women United, the United Nations Association, which I was 

president of after a while, and we had a group working for 

UNICEF.   

00:34:10 

 We had a Catholic human relations council which was made up of 

white and black, mostly educators when we started out, and there 

was a large group, and they were working for it, but it wasn’t large 

enough to take on the whole town, and the whole town was led by 

Henry Loeb.  They all thought he was – in the first place, they 

thought he was so handsome.  My sister said, “Oh, he’s so 

handsome.  He shook my hand.”  He charmed all the women every 

time he got around them, so that kept them off his back I guess, but 

anyway, so all of these groups, we did a lot of things that were 

quiet I guess, but we were in there, beating the drums.   

00:35:17 

Marrissa Scales: In what ways did you get involved in the civil rights movement? 

Anne Shafer: Well, other than pushing it from the City Beautiful office, actually 

doing things that mixed people up, ‘cause we had art contests, and 

the parades.  We had the biggest parade Memphis had ever had 

according to the park commission then, but I said, “There will be 

no distinction in the parade.”  Before this, they had always had 

parades, but the white kids marched in front with the white bands 

and all of that, and then they’d have the city fire department truck, 

a couple of them and a couple of other trucks all cleaned and 

polished, and then all the black school kids would be marching 

after that.   

00:36:18 

 So I said, “No, they’ll be marching with white kids, and then black 

kids, and then white kids, and black kids,” so I just did that of my 

own free will, and if they didn’t like it, they let me know, and 

some of them let me know.  I got a lot of threats, and one guy, I 

was actually scared there was gonna be a bomb at that hotel, 

because somebody was saying there was gonna be a bomb thrown.  

It was scary at times.   
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00:37:00 

 Oh, then there was church after Dr. King was killed.  

Churchwomen got together and formed this group called 

Concerned Women and we had white people say there are no poor 

people in Memphis.  The sanitation workers aren’t poor.  There’s 

no reason for all of this to-do, so we got Jossie Wurzberg.  She’s 

one of those that led the group that went down and talked with 

people, and lawyers, and city officials, and so we had this big 

meeting where we were gonna plan a tour through a lot of – they 

were gonna point out which areas we should go to if we wanna see 

some poor people, and so we did that, and then I came home from 

the meeting of the women, and there was this mountain of sand in 

my front yard.   

00:38:04 

 Three tons of sand dumped in my front yard, and so I got phone 

calls from that night for about three or four nights, and I finally left 

the phone off the hook for the rest of the week, but people would 

call up and I’d say, “Hello,” and they’d say, “It should’ve been 

bleep bleep,” and if I didn’t say anything, they’d hang up, so these 

were haters who wanted to harass me, and they knew my name, 

‘cause it was out there, and a lot of people had done the same 

thing.  A lot of them got harassing phone calls from people, but 

nobody else got a mountain of sand dumped in their front yard and 

have a picture on the front page of the commercial appeal. 

VIDEO CUT: 38:58:20 

00:39:00 

Marrissa Scales: You mentioned earlier that your son was teased because of your 

efforts.  Do you feel the segregation had an effect on you 

personally other than with your son? 

Anne Shafer: Well, he didn’t tell me a lot of that.  I didn’t know he was being 

harassed.  Is that what you’re asking me? 

Marrissa Scales: Mm hmm. 

Anne Shafer: I only learned the facts – not from him, but from a lady on the 

street who told me many years after the fact.  She said – I knew he 

came home sometimes with his shirt torn, sometimes dirty, and I 

said, “What happened,” and he says, “Oh, some kids threw a dirt 

ball at me,” but I didn’t know why.  He didn’t tell me why, and he 
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said, “They just picking on me,” so my neighbor then told me, 

“Yeah, it was because of your racial activities.”   

00:40:07 

Marrissa Scales: Okay, how do you think the community viewed the church during 

this time? 

Anne Shafer: How does the community? 

Marrissa Scales: How did the community view the church at this time?  Do you feel 

that religion had a bad name during this time? 

Anne Shafer: Well yeah, I’m glad you brought that up.  Yes, because religion 

had split the community, white and black.  Like I said, the anti-

communist crusade was a huge, well-funded group of people.  

They had money, and the rest of us, we weren’t anybody in 

particular, not big, wealthy people by any means, so what I did was 

when I went to that bishop in Nashville, and I told him my side of 

the story, I told him my deeply spiritual life.   

00:41:10 

 I was not a communist.  I prayed all the time.  I believed in God 

and all that, and I had had a vision, which the priests told me that’s 

very rare, but it was a real vision all right.  It was about Paul 

getting knocked off the horse on the road to Damascus.   

It changed me forever, but the voice in the vision said, “Paul, 

people are my people, and what you do to the least, you do to me,” 

and I was at a church, and the church was lighted up.  All the 

people glowed, like you see pictures on the television with an 

angel.  They all glow.  It was a very extraordinary event, and tears 

just poured down my face, and I never got over that.   

00:42:07 

 So that was one reason I could keep on going.  I had that drive, so 

when I went and told the bishop all of this, and he wasn’t 

impressed at all.  Well, if anybody was gonna be impressed, he 

should’ve been, but anyway, so I wrote a letter to the Pope, and I 

said – I got a letter from a lawyer who told me that there is 

precedence for suing a church for calling people a communist, or 

maybe calling them other things too, I don’t know, but anyway, 

that’s what the letter said, so I included the lawyer’s letter in my 

letter, and I said, “So if one more priest calls me a communist, I 

could take you to court.”  Well, I could. 
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00:43:00 

Well, the Pope was Paul the VI back then, and he appointed a 

coadjutor bishop over this bishop in Nashville, and the bishop was 

named Durick, Bishop Durick.  It was funny, he came from 

Birmingham.  He had met Dr. King.  He visited Dr. King in the 

Birmingham jail with a lot of other ministers, so he was on our side 

to begin with, so I don’t know if the Pope knew that, but anyway, 

when Durick gets to town, he calls me and says, “Come to my 

office.”  Well, he talked to me two or three times at great length, 

probing me to be sure I was not a communist, and then he said he 

believed me.  In fact, he says, “I guess you’re ready to be 

ordained,” and I said, “Yes.”   

VIDEO CUT: 44:00:03 

00:44:03 

I really had never thought about being ordained, but when he said 

that, it just popped out, so what happened after that was the old 

bishop was furious.  He was livid because you’re not allowed to 

disagree with a bishop in a Catholic Church, and I not only 

disagreed with him, I reported him to the Pope, and the Pope put 

somebody over him, so that bishop started writing articles for the 

Catholic national newspaper which went all over the country 

saying that modernists had taken over the church.  Well, I was then 

called a modernist in addition to a communist, so yeah, that caused 

a big problem in the church, and it split the church in two, and 

Bishop Durick goes down, he gets a bunch of priests, and they go 

down, and they march with Dr. King. 

00:45:00 

So I feel like that broke the log jam.  Before that, no Catholic 

clergy or people were marching with the civil rights workers.  A 

couple did it on their own but it was not officially supported by the 

Church.  It was condemned by the Church to get involved, so once 

Bishop Durick got some people, and they all went down and 

marched, it just opened up everything so that national leaders as 

well as local leaders all accepted the fact that this is not a 

communist activity.  This is a religious activity.  We’re giving 

justice where it’s deserved. 

Marrissa Scales: Were you involved in any other organizations or panels? 
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Anne Shafer: Oh yeah, I was in the Panel of American Women.  That was a great 

group. 

00:46:02 

 We did presentations to people.  It was a Jewish lady, a white 

Protestant, a Catholic, and a black lady, and we’d go together, and 

we’d say, “Now we’re not professionals.  We’re just mothers, and 

housekeepers,” and then we’d tell them about something that had 

happened to us that was offensive because it was discrimination, 

and we did that I guess 100,000 times.   

We really did.  We’ve got records.  I’ve forgotten the number 

exactly, and then we get into a dialogue with the audience, and I 

know for sure we influenced a lot of people that way, because you 

see, here again, they had not had any conversation with any people 

on the other side.   

00:47:06 

 All they heard was this communism threat, so when we sat down 

and told ‘em we’re just ladies like you are, we’ve got children, and 

yet this happened to me, and this happened to me, and so the 

audience would get involved in the discussion too, and say, “Yeah, 

such and such happened to me,” and so it was a wonderful 

program. 

Marrissa Scales: What prompted you guys to start this panel? 

Anne Shafer: What? 

Marrissa Scales: What prompted you guys to start this panel? 

Anne Shafer: Well, I didn’t start it.  Now Jocelyn Wurzberg started it.  It was 

started by a Jewish lady, and that’s how Jossie knew about the 

Jewish participation in it, and the lady did not live in Memphis.  It 

was I think Arkansas, Kansas City maybe, or somewhere like that, 

so Jossie went and visited the lady who had started it, and got all 

the details, and then came back from Memphis.   

00:48:13. 

She called together about four or five people, and I was one of 

them, and we sat down, and she explained to us what they did, so 

we all said, “Yes, sounds great.  Let’s do it.”   
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Marrissa Scales: And as I understand, there are different chapters of the panel –were 

there any differences within the chapters of the panels or were you 

all basically doing the same thing? 

Anne Shafer: No, I think we were all doing the same thing.  We went to a lot of 

chapters in the other cities, and then I think all of them were doing 

the same time.  In Memphis, we had each one of these categories.  

We had about five or six or so people in each category, and so we 

would have meetings at a retreat place, or some hotel, or 

something for a workshop, or a training session and we would get 

into the greatest discussions with each other, ‘cause a lot of these 

ladies had not mixed.   

 00:49:22 

 We didn’t mix in an interfaith mixture.  We didn’t mix on a racial 

basis.  Catholics didn’t mix with Protestants, so this was a first for 

all of this coming together, and it opened everybody’s eyes. 

VIDEO CUT: 49:38:06 

Marrissa Scales: During your time on the panels with the Concerned Women, how 

was your husband responding to your efforts? 

Anne Shafer: Well, a few times he was not happy.  Actually after he got the sand 

in the front yard, and to beat it all, the bill for the sand came, so he 

knew the name of the company that sent the sand, and he called 

them back.   

00:50:08 

 He said, “I did not order that sand,” and the man said, “Well, 

somebody called here and ordered it and said he was Mr. Shafer,” 

and Bob says, “It wasn’t me.  I did not do that.  I’m not gonna pay 

for it.  You come get it, pick it up, and take it home with you, back 

to your sand pile.”  

So the man said, “No, it cost more to pick it up than it would be to 

just leave it there,” so we put a notice everywhere we went, 

anybody who wanted a bucket of sand could come get it, and one 

lady brought a bottle of lemonade, and some glasses or cups or 

something, and put out a card table, and sat there, and we just gave 

buckets of sand to everybody.  That’s how it got picked up, but 

mostly he was worried.  He didn’t know what would happen 

sometimes, but mostly he agreed with it.   

00:51:04 
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He enjoyed the parties.  We’d have parties too – the panel 

members, and once he got to know people, he was very 

comfortable with white and black, Christian and Jew.  I can’t think 

of any time – oh, one time, he did not want me to get involved in 

the U.N. Association.  These same people called the United 

Nations communists too, although a handful of other things were 

called communist also.  In fact, Roosevelt, Eisenhower, and 

Kennedy, and somebody else were soft on communism, so they 

really had a wide range of people they condemned as communists, 

and so my husband, until I got really involved, he didn’t know who 

was who and what was what.   

00:52:04 

Marrissa Scales: Okay, and what about your brothers and sisters?  Were they 

involved in any efforts? 

Anne Shafer: My sister was to some extent.  She was a teacher’s aide at one of 

the schools, and the teacher was black, and they had a mixed group 

of children in the place, and they were retarded children with 

special ed., so she did it from that, but she was not a get out and go 

person like I was, so everybody – some people are so timid.  I 

couldn’t believe some people were so timid, but I was that timid 

when I started too.  I was so timid in school.  If I get up to say 

something, if the teacher would look at me wrong, I’d cry, but I 

finally got over that. 

00:53:10 

Marrissa Scales: Do you think things have changed today from the way that they 

were in the ‘50s through the ‘70s? 

Anne Shafer: Well yeah.  It’s changed a lot, but there’s a lot of change that we 

didn’t bargain for.  I had one criticism of the black leadership.  

After we got all the legal things changed, and arrangements made, 

nobody was watching the kids and telling the children what to do 

and what not to do, and I think they just got so out of hand.  I had a 

black man tell me about two weeks ago that one of his daughters 

was pregnant, and of course she’s not married.   

00:54:03 

She’s only about eighteen.  She’s just barely out of high school, 

and I said, “Oh, that’s the worst thing.  They don’t realize what 

they’re taking on, that it’s a child they’ve gotta be responsible for,” 

and I went on talking, and he says, “But her mother doesn’t think 

it’s so bad.  I do, but her mother thinks it’s all right.”   
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I said, “Who’s gonna feed this child?”  He’s poor himself, and so I 

think the problem is getting the leadership in the churches and 

everywhere to start getting the message to these young people 

because they can’t look after that many children.  No one person 

can.  No one mother can look after too many, and so I think that 

gives the opposition reason to criticize what’s going on, because 

you’re talking about the crime, and all of this and that.   

So we need to be working on those things.   

VIDEO CUT: 55:17:10 

Marrissa Scales: Is there any advice you’d like to give to the younger generations? 

Anne Shafer: Say that again? 

Marrissa Scales: Is there any advice you’d like to give to the younger generations? 

Anne Shafer: Well, I’ll tell you what I told this man the other day.  He was 

surprised.  I think he’d never heard anyone – my mother, she was 

strict with us.  She wanted us to be perfect kids, and she would say, 

“Just ‘cause somebody jumps off the bridge, no saying you gotta 

go jump off the bridge too,” and then she would say, “Tell me who 

you go with and I’ll tell you what you are. 

00:56:07 

 You go with trash, you’re gonna end up being trash,” so she was 

lecturing to us, which I think mothers need to do to the little ones 

coming on.  You change your lecture as they get older, but when 

they’re young, they rebel – little kids do.  My child did, 

everybody’s child.  They try to see how far they can go with mom, 

and if mom’s gonna let them just run wild, they’ll run wild.  That’s 

my experience with them, so I’m concerned about the younger 

generation because they’re hurting themselves, and hurting the 

community.    

Marrissa Scales: Okay.  Is there anything you would like to add that we did not 

cover? 

00:57:00 

Anne Shafer: Oh, I don’t know.  I got to say what I wanted to say.  I just think 

that God – I believe in God, and I know a lot of people today don’t 

know, but I understand that too, ‘cause people have doubts.  For 

good reason, they have doubts, but I believe that there is a God, 

and God is goodness.  God is the symbol of goodness and unless 

kids have a mentor, or a role model, or a god that they respect, and 
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look up to, and will try to pattern their life after, we just all will 

end up killing each other eventually, so I wish we’d do more and 

focus.  Now I’d like to see— 

00:58:07 

 During the ‘60s, we had a lot of storefront groups that would work 

on the population around the storefront, the street people, and I 

think we need to go back to that in every neighborhood.  I’ve been 

a neighborhood president for so long and so many times, and I 

know you’ve gotta get to the level where the people are if you 

work with them in the neighborhood.  You can’t just stand up in 

city hall and preach.  You’ve gotta get out and mix with them, and 

I think we’ve got to do that again. 

Marrissa Scales: Okay.  Well on behalf of Crossroads to Freedom, again we thank 

you for coming and sharing your story with us.  

[End of Audio] 


