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Missy Murray: This is Missy Murray and Ashleigh Taylor interviewing Miss 

Mary Maclin.  It’s June 18, 2010, in the Rhodes College Barrett 

Library, interviewing for the Crossroads to Freedom digital 

archive.  We’re gonna start off with some – a couple background 

questions just get started.  Could you spell your name for us? 

 

Mary Maclin: My name is spelled Mary, M-A-R-Y, Maclin, M-A-C-L-I-N. 

 

Missy Murray: And what year were you born? 

 

Mary Maclin: 1951. 

 

Missy Murray: And where were you born and raised? 

 

Mary Maclin: Born in Memphis, Tennessee, and raised in Memphis, Tennessee. 

 

Missy Murray: What is or what have been your occupations? 

 

Mary Maclin: My occupations have been, well, while I was in high school, I 

worked the Memphis Park Commission most summers, and I 

taught school for 23 years maybe and administrator for 8 years.  

1:00  

I served as a principal for three years and assistant for five years.  I 

retired two years ago, and I’m presently working as a principal 

again in a behavior health center. 

 

Missy Murray: We saw on your questionnaire that both of your parents are still 

living.  Could you tell me a little about them? 

 

Mary Maclin: Well, we’re very blessed that my parents have been married for 76 

years.  My father’s 96, born in 1914.  My mother’s 93, born in 

1917.  They are the parents of 12 children.  We have 11 siblings 

still living.  One brother died about 14 years ago.  My parents have 

been in pretty good health most their years.  Just the last couple 

years ailing things related to age, but my mother’s memory is 

almost like a photostatic memory.  She has memory of dates and 

time and place and events that’s just remarkable. 

 

Missy Murray: What have their occupations been?  What do they – 

 

Mary Maclin: My mother has been a housewife these years, a homemaker, and 

my father retired from Firestone.  He helped build Five Stone 

Roper Company.   

2:00 

He retired from there, and he’s been retired for probably 40 years 

from Firestone, so he’s probably made a record of being retired 
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from Firestone that many years.  Still drawing a retirement check. 

[Laughter]   

 

Missy Murray: All right, I guess we’re gonna move into your growing up.  Can 

you tell me a little about your neighborhood when you were 

growing up? 

 

Mary Maclin: I grew up on the Klondike community that’s located in North 

Memphis.  I went to Klondike Elementary School.  Left 

elementary school at the time of junior high school.  They were 

integrating for the first time Humes, which was a high school at the 

time.  I went to Humes High School, home of Elvis Presley, and I 

went on from there to – they built Northsider Schools in the 

neighborhood, so those are my high school and school days. 

 

Missy Murray: Okay, what kinds of activities were you involved in throughout 

like high school and all that? 

 

3:00 

 

Mary Maclin: Well, when I went to Humes, I was, as I say, they had just 

integrated so I was a, I guess, an ROTC sponsor, which was pretty 

unique because there were only six Blacks on the squad, and there 

weren’t a whole lot of things we could really do, particularly when 

they integrated.  In fact, they outlawed proms that particular year 

for those two years because of integration.  But I was a cheerleader 

and one of Northside’s first Black cheerleaders because the first 

year the squad was White. 

 

 I was in the glee club.  I was Most Talented when I finished high 

school.  Honor club, student council, little bit of everything in high 

school.  Who’s Who. 

 

Missy Murray: What was it like being one of the first Black cheerleaders? 

 

Mary Maclin: It was nice.  It’s just that – it was nice when the cheerleaders said – 

if you went to a Black school, they were doing rhythm kind of 

cheers, and we were the first girls to the [voo, voo], you know, and 

so it was sort of like we didn’t really like it at first, but it grew on 

everybody, so it was nice being a cheerleader for that time. 

4:00 

 

Missy Murray: How has the Klondike neighborhood changed over time? Can you 

name any differences between then and now? 

 



 marymaclin Page 3 of 20 
Mary Maclin, Missy Murry, Ashleigh Taylor 

 

www.verbalink.com  Page 3 of 20 

 

Mary Maclin: Oh, I can name – in fact I was principal of Klondike Elementary.  

The neighborhood has deteriorated so terribly.  It’s like if a 

building is falling down, nobody fixes it up, a lot of boarded-up 

houses.  When I was growing up, the neighborhood was, I guess, 

more of a residential.  Well, during that time, it was a residential 

neighborhood.  Most of the people were living in public housing, 

so if you were in Klondike, you were in a residential home, so it 

was like you were a little bit better off because you stayed in a 

residence.  My mother had a small store when I was growing up, a 

sundry.  So we knew everybody in the neighborhood because they 

came in my parents’ sundry, sundry.  And my six brothers worked 

off and on in the sundry, so we knew everybody 'cause we had a 

lot of brothers and sisters.  You would see people back then going 

to work.  

5:00 

 I remember one gentleman that dressed very finely, and I wonder 

now what he did for a living, and I remember now that he was a 

doorman at the Peabody.  And back then everybody went to work, 

so you saw people every day leaving their homes going to work.  

There weren’t many homemakers like my mother.  Most people 

worked.  In fact, all of my girlfriends went to kindergarten because 

their parents worked.  We were at home our kindergarten year 

because our mother did not work. 

 

And so the neighborhood just was a nice neighborhood.  You could 

almost leave your front door unlocked, didn’t worry about nobody 

breaking in.  So we grew up at a time it was a very peaceful 

neighborhood.  Everybody knew each other.  Families on the street 

had been there for years.  It’s changed because everybody’s moved 

out, and mostly now it’s deplorable property.  A lot are stealing, 

drugs being sold on every corner.  I mean, you can see where the 

drug houses are.   

6:00 

And the fact they have a police precinct at the corner and as much 

drugs have been sold, it’s just sort of ironic.  But the 

neighborhood’s just deteriorated a whole lot.(6:06:19) 

 

Missy Murray: What do you think are some of the causes of all that? 

 

Mary Maclin: I think some of the causes are a lot of the people are not working.  

They're not in their jobs.  We were fortunate that my father worked 

at Firestone.  And my brothers worked when they finished college 

– well, during college years, I had a brother that worked at 

Firestone and one that worked at International Hollister.  Back in 

the day, the college, I guess, the farming community and all of 
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that, there were lots of jobs that paid good money.  Firestone and 

Hollister were one of the two, and so people could find a good job. 

 

 Now there are no jobs paying decent wages.  If you get a job now, 

you work part-time at FedEx and with no benefits, so the job 

market is not good.  You have a lot of single parents, and there are 

a lot of things that caused the poverty in the areas.  And, of course, 

landlords that don’t fix their properties up.  If they were forced to 

fix up, it wouldn’t be such a deteriorating neighborhood. 

7:00 

 

Missy Murray: Can you share some of your favorite memories from growing up in 

Klondike?   

 

Mary Maclin: Some of my favorite memories would be going to the football 

games.  We could walk to school. We could walk back home.  

There was no fear of anybody attacking you.  In fact, during those 

days, if someone saw you doing something wrong, people would 

tell each other.  It would be a neighbor call your parents – nobody 

ever called on me – but they would call 'cause I never really did 

anything.  I had brothers and sisters.  There was always a eye 

watching me 'cause I was a Green, and our family trait is so strong 

that if you see one of us, you pretty much would know all the 

Greens.  We have features that are very familiar to the family but 

very pleasant memories. Once when they outlawed the proms, we 

formed our own little club called the Barbary 25.  And my 

girlfriends, 25 of us, we gave our junior and senior prom.  I’m 

talking about the Peabody.  We gave a big-time prom.  We did a 

masquerade ball. 

8:00 

   I mean, we had quite a few things that we sponsored as a club.  But 

my growing up days were just pleasant because my older brothers 

were in college, and so we would even go sometime with them to 

the homecomings at Tennessee State and Gremlin and Southern.   

 

So our background was somewhat different from the norm because 

you think of a large family, you think about poverty, and we were 

not that.  In fact, most people looked on us as being a very affluent 

family, but we were okay because our parents, my mother was a 

homemaker.  My father worked.  We had a house that, as I think 

about it now, my daddy was not a licensed construction worker, 

but every time he had kids, he must’ve added on a house – I mean, 

a room – 'cause the rooms were like this, up and down and 

crooked, but there’s a room.  We almost had our own bedrooms, 

and our little house started off as a shot-con house, but it’s no 

longer there.  That’s a house with rooms going up and down and 
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turned around. But I had very, very fond memories.  Even my 

girlfriends that I was friends with in first grade. 

9:00 

 There are eight of us that are still friends, and we’ve been 

together.  Call us the Golden Girls.  Been together for 50 years. 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: That’s impressive.  It really is. 

 

Missy Murray: I guess we can switch to your church life when you were growing 

up.  Did you – which church did you belong to? 

 

Mary Maclin: Growing up my first church – my parents went to a non-

denomination church when we were growing up.  It was called 

Grace Church. And what was unique about Grace Church was it 

was integrated.  So when we went to the church at the age of, I 

guess, up until I maybe got into fifth grade, our church was 

integrated.  So I thought all churches were integrated because our 

pastor was White and we had White members.  I found out later on 

that was not the norm for churches.  That was unique for Grace 

Church.And what happened, this church started off as, I think, the 

history of the church is that back in the day if you were a person 

that danced in a club or you sung in a club, especially back in the 

1940s… 

10:00 

    you could not be a real member of a church because you sort of 

ostracized 'cause you were in the world.  Well, these people, I 

think, were the ones when they got to be in their 50s and retirement 

age, they formed a Bible study and it grew into a church.  And so 

sitting in that church was a man named Mr. Gancy that played with 

W.C. Handy, and Miss Markham may have played somewhere 

else.  And I think the sisters, it was like Babe and her mother, they 

had gold teeth with diamonds in them.  I was wondering what, you 

know, I don’t know what they did growing up, but I know they had 

gold teeth with diamonds in them.  It was sort of like now the guys 

wearing the grill, and so I don’t know what their history would be.  

My mother never said what they really had done for a living, but 

they owned a lot of property.  They had  a lot of money. 

 

Missy Murray: How do you think the difference between your experiences with 

integration in schools and integration in churches affected you? 

 

Mary Maclin: I think because of that integration of church growing up  

 

11:00 

and middle school made me well rounded even though in the 

summers, as I mentioned before, I worked for the Memphis Park 
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Commission.  And so I always worked every summer, and our 

directors were pretty much White, and so I remember one person 

in particular, Miss Epps, because of I guess my work ethics.  I 

worked every summer.  When I finished college – I mean, high 

school – I worked during my college years, and I worked for Miss 

Turner.  And so it made me have, I think, a greater understanding 

and working relationship with different races because I grew up 

with that. 

 

Missy Murray: So at this point after high school, could you tell me a little more 

about your family at this point?  Like when did you get married or 

have children and all that? 

 

Mary Maclin: Okay, well, I got married my junior year in college.(11:57:26) 

 

12:00 

Got married and had a son that next year, I guess, think I had him 

before.  Yeah, had him before I graduated.  Maybe had him my 

senior year, and then six years later I had my daughter.  But 

anyway, I had good college years.   

 

I remember my Freshman year in college they were auditioning for 

a play called Hair. I didn’t know what Hair was, the audition, and 

they were looking for X amount of like persons to participate.  And 

so I made the auditions and I was really – I was gonna be – I was a 

music major my first couple years.  I didn’t know what Hair was, 

and I made Hair.  I didn’t know that Hair was such a subjective 

play.  And a lot of things we were doing in the play I didn’t realize 

until the play was over what some of the things were.  We were 

singing masturbation can be fun.  

13:00 

 I didn’t realize and afterwards I said what?  Join the whole orgy?  

But I was singing. It was a musical to me.And when they did 

Evening of Soul with Isaac Hayes, I participated in that.  So my 

college days were fun because I participated in a couple of 

musicals on campus.  So because we were in Hair, we were 

hippies, and so we wore our costumes every day around campus.  

And so some of the teachers were fairer to us in class because they 

know we rehearsed a lot.  And people just sort of recognized us as 

being Hair members. You in Hair?  Yeah.  So it was like pretty 

popular on campus, and so it was fun. 

 

Missy Murray: And you went to Memphis, then Memphis State, right? 

 

Mary Maclin: Memphis State, yeah.  University of Memphis now they say.  Yeah 

but I went to Memphis State. 
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Missy Murray: What else were you involved in while you were there? 

 

Mary Maclin: That was pretty much – at Memphis State?  I was there 1969 

through ’72.  Memphis State was a very, very racial place to be 

and back – I remember that we started off in a corner.   

14:00 

A lot of people from North Memphis was like Douglas and 

Manassas and Northside and some others that we would meet in 

the corner.  And that corner started dwindling.  Memphis State had 

– it was thing that the Black guys, Black young men could not 

make it in Memphis State.  It’s like they just sort of X’d them out.  

You know what I'm saying? They would be there.  You were 

gonna either fail math or science.  And somehow I just think it was 

just done – I think they just did that because a lot of guys were not 

graduating’ cause I remember one course I took in particular.  We 

made an A on one of the mid-terms.  The professor wanted to meet 

with us after class.  He met with us one-on-one and asked us “How 

did you pass my test?  Nobody passes my tests.”  And I said, 

“Well, if wanna talk about this, we go to the Black Student 

Association, sir.  Will be our next meeting, sir.  We’ll meet there, 

sir.”  But he was really livid that we had passed his test because 

what he would do, he would have you interpret – I could say they 

had tapes that the professors had.  

15:00 

 You had to interpret his tapes and write up all his paperwork, and 

he had them because we had got together and studied because we 

heard it was tough, and we passed the test. 

 

 But Memphis State was very – I hope it’s better now.  It was very 

racial back then, very racial. 

 

Missy Murray: I think we’re gonna switch to Ashleigh now. 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: Yeah so now we’re gonna talk more about a specific area, the Civil 

Rights Movement between the 1950s and the 1970s.  So is there 

any type of particular event that you remember that dealt with the 

Civil Rights Movement? 

 

Mary Maclin: Okay, what I remember personally is that during, I think, well, 

1968 in particular, the year Martin Luther King was assassinated.  I 

was a junior in high school, that might have been the first year for 

Northside.  Northside opened probably that particular school year.  

They were calling for – in fact, right before then there were some 

Black Mondays and we were leaving school.   

16:00 
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But I remember in particular when they had the marches 

downtown participating in the marches.  We made it – can’t think 

of the name of the church now, but there was a church downtown 

where everybody met, and we were there.  We would make the 

signs about I am a man and all those things like that. 

 

 I remember going to the place where he spoke at, Mason Temple, 

and hearing him speak one night and hearing his wife when 

Coretta – she came one night and she sang.  I was like, wow.  I 

mean, she had a beautiful operatic voice.   

 

 I remember that we’d walk out of school.  In fact, my daddy told 

me I could go.  He told my sister I could go 'cause she was – I was 

an honor student, and she was a okay student.  And he felt like I 

would have a better chance if I got in trouble than if she got in 

trouble.  And so I had permission to leave and meet with my 

girlfriends.  In fact, they had the Honor Society induction the same 

day we left, I guess, the way of getting us, but those were some 

very turbulent times back then. 

17:00 

 But what I remember because I had a chance when Martin King 

was assassinated.  We went to his funeral. My brothers were much 

older, came from out of town.  My father said this was a historical 

time in history and asked my brothers to come and take us to the 

funeral, so we had three carloads of family members going to the 

funeral. 

 

 But before we left, I remember the tanker trucks, you know, like 

the military trucks with the tankers on front rolling up and down 

our streets because they had the curfews.  And I know now the 

reason probably those tanker trucks they had had up on the corner 

had been a lot of people throwing bottles and Molotov cocktails at 

the cars and stuff like that.  I wasn’t aware of that because we were 

inside the house because of the curfew, but there was a lot of 

things going on during that time of turmoil, but we went to the 

funeral. 

18:00 

 But before that, the atmosphere of the neighborhoods before 

Martin King was killed was one that we probably never would see 

again.  People were actually talking to each other.  It was like, you 

know, see somebody down the street.  It was Black Power.  I 

mean, everybody was giving everybody the handshake. It was a 

moment of peace and tranquility.  It was calmness in the 

neighborhoods.  There was a peace that’s not there now.  

Everybody was happy.  People were singing, playing their music. 
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 And after that the neighborhoods changed, but that was a time that 

I had a chance to see history being made during that particular 

year.  Now you asked – was there something else part of that 

question? 

  

Ashleigh Taylor: I’m gonna ask. 

 

Mary Maclin: Okay. 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: Do you think that the death of Martin Luther King has helped to 

shape or destroy the city? 

 

Mary Maclin: I think it destroyed it.  I think it was by design because I think 

people were afraid for us to say “We shall overcome” 

19:00 

 and to really believe that we should overcome and to believe that 

you could be whatever you wanna be and you can achieve it when 

that mindset had changed and people were feeling confident in 

themselves.   

In fact, there were a lot of things that changed history, even the GI 

Bill. Back during that time, if you were a veteran, you could go to 

school free.  And I really don’t think the government thought that 

people would take advantage of that, and there were lots of guys in 

the neighborhood who went to college who came back and married 

the schoolteachers who educated their children who became 

doctors.  And so I don’t think they expected for that trickle to 

really come back to neighborhood, and so things were happening 

differently back then.(19:42:01) 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: So is there a time you ever remember experiencing racism 

firsthand? 

 

Mary Maclin:  Oh yeah.  Let me see. 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: Can you tell me about it? 

 

Mary Maclin: I was hearing of racism ... now even all through the years  

 

20:00 

 you always and sometimes now not much – not much now – you 

could be in a grocery store.  I know I remember going into the 

store when I was probably in elementary school, a store – it wasn’t 

Kroeger but another store.  It was called a Food Center or 

something.  And the store when you walked in it had – when you 

first walk in the store, there was a White water.  I remember the 

signs that said “White water”.  I remember the Colored water back 
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in the back.  And I remember McDonalds we had to go to the side, 

wasn’t allowed to the front.  And we says why don’t – and even at 

the theater we had to sit upstairs, which was crazy.  We sit upstairs 

and the Whites sit downstairs, so naturally, somebody threw 

something down there from upstairs downstairs. 

 

 But I remember things like that, that blatant kind of racism.  Even 

when – my parents always picked us up from school, but those 

friends of mine who rode the bus had to – back when I was in 

eighth grade at Humes, ninth grade at Humes, had to sort of walk 

to the back of the bus.  I mean, sometimes you’d be a little bit 

daring and go to the front, but you know your place was back in 

the back of the bus. 

21:00 

 It started to change somewhat during that year, but you weren’t 

just free to just go sit on the front of the bus.  So I remember those 

kind of things happening.And there were always people in the 

store who would sort of get in front of you. They would see you 

and sort of get in front of you, knowing that you were the next one 

in line.  And even now you’ll see people like, if there are two 

people like yourselves sitting side by side, they’ll say, “Oh, are you 

next?”  And I quickly say, “I was next.  I know you seen me” or 

something.  Not so quick but when I see it like that and I see 

racism now where I work.  I mean, I work in Mississippi, and 

there’s a Mississippi mentality.  It’s totally different from when I 

worked in Tennessee, yeah. 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: So how do you think – do you think they had the Civil Rights 

movement it was necessary then? 

 

Mary Maclin: It was certainly necessary. 

 

22:00 

  Yes, it was necessary.  In fact, it had not happened ... if it hadn’t 

been the boycott in Birmingham and things that had happened, I 

don’t think we’d have a Black President.  You know, I think all of 

that led to this day because you have more people who are 

educated.  We have more lawyers, more doctors, more everything 

than we’ve had in the past, so all of that was a stepping stone to 

where we are now.  So it’s going to be interesting to see where we 

go from here because the racism is so prevalent now.  I mean, the 

news is just, you know, you can just tell from the media that 

there’s just a hate, an unrealistic hate, for the President.  I don’t 

care what he does.  It’s like they try to find something wrong with 

it.  And I just think that’s just blatant hate.  It’s gone from racism 
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now to just a hate.  The Boston Tea Party hate, but it’s like a 

certified hate.  It’s okay to hate and then it’s publicized. 

23:00 

Ashleigh Taylor: So do you think the Civil Rights movement is over? 

 

Mary Maclin: No, it’s still going on.  It’s going on. It’s just not as open as it was.  

I mean, the NAACP is still out there fighting.  People are still 

fighting for the rights of others.  I think we’re going to see it 

expanding 'cause now it’s not just going to be Blacks. It’s going to 

be other minorities, the Latinos.  There certainly has gotta be a 

movement to help keep things equal or accessible or fair to persons 

other than Blacks.  They are and the petition is they’ll be the new 

minority, and so there has to be a Civil Rights movement.  And 

maybe now it’s going to go from Civil Rights to a humane 

movement.  Some day it’s going to be humane, that we do this 

because it’s the human right thing to do like the incident in Haiti.  

That’s not civil rights.  It’s human because people are hungry and 

sick, and so it may be a humane thing. 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: So being a principal at Klondike Elementary School, 

 

24:00 

 how did you teach the children about the history of their 

neighborhood and their city. 

 

Mary Maclin: Well, instead of just waiting till Black History Month in February, 

we were always doing things on the intercom every morning to cite 

historical things.  Each class would present programs every month.  

And it didn’t always have to be Black history, but there were ways 

to always incorporate your history into what you do.   

 

 The fact that I had grown up in the neighborhood gave me a little – 

sometimes it was an advantage and sometimes it was a 

disadvantage.  The advantage was that I was from the 

neighborhood and so people that came to the school that knew me 

–  at that time, my oldest brother was 70 years old, and my parents 

remained there in the neighborhood.  So everybody during that age 

bracket knew me because I was a little Green and so that was an 

advantage of being a Green, a person that did okay, finished 

college of a big family of 12 to become the school’s principal. 

25:00 

 And I remember the first time I went up there with my keys.  I took 

my parents up to see the school and ___________ and I know he 

was proud to see that his daughter was going to be the principal of  

the school that 11 sisters and brothers had gone to. 
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 The disadvantage was that because people knew me, I was 

probably more popular than the teachers wanted me to be.  It was a 

little more of a jealousy thing coming in.  It wasn’t that “who does 

she think she is?”  Everybody walked in there knew me.  If I didn’t 

know them, I’d see family.  I’d say, “Aren’t you Miss So-and-So’s 

daughter?  Miss So-and-So’s granddaughter?”  And people would 

come in, stop by and would say, “I used to go to this school when I 

was ...”   

 

I know one lady came up to me one day and she said – she was 

from Florida.  She said, “I just stopped by to show my husband my 

old elementary school,” and I said, “Well, who are you?”  She said, 

“My aunt is Miss Green.”  Miss Green?   

26:00 

Miss Maclin say, somebody said Miss Green is her aunt.”  I said, 

“Miss Green?  That’s my mama.”  I said, “How are you Miss 

Green’s niece?”  I said, “I’m Miss Green’s daughter.”  But she 

was.  She was my aunt’s first husband’s children.  She was really 

by marriage kin of my aunt, but her older half sister is my – 

anyway, you know how families mix up anyway.  We’re kidding 

each other. 

 

But I would always run into people that knew me so it was an 

advantage sometime because I knew the poverty.  See, people 

would come up and say, “Miss Maclin, I’m hungry,” and because I 

knew the background, I may ask the cafeteria and say, “Hey, send 

me a bowl of soup up here.”  Well, to the Board, that might be a 

misnomer.  You don’t feed nobody that come in the building, but I 

knew they were hungry 'cause I saw a parent one time that came in 

that was sitting there next to a child at breakfast eating their child’s 

breakfast.  And they didn’t have nowhere to stay because the 

husband had ran out of the house, and she was homeless.  So you 

had social conditions that you couldn’t do anything about,  

27:00 

but you could at least be sympathetic.  And so those were 

advantages sometime and sometime disadvantages to be that close 

to the neighborhood.(27:10:00) 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: If you could tell someone that lives in the Klondike area about the 

history of the neighborhood, what would it be if they were there 

now? 

 

Mary Maclin: Wow, actually I do that now.  I have a sister that still lives out 

there.  I don’t have – I drove through the other day myself.  And 

I’m shocked at the houses that are not being painted, the landlords 

that are just letting stuff go down.  There was a house next door to 
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us.  A very fine family stayed there, but everybody sort of moved 

out – these are like these fourth, fifth generations of people – and 

that house caught on fire.  Nobody cuts the yard no more. I mean, 

this is right next door.  So you call the city and say, Hey, can y’all 

cut the yard?” 

28:00 

 To see the guys on the corner standing there selling dope.  The 

neighborhood used to have some kind of recreational thing going 

on.If I could change the neighborhood or add something different, 

I would ask the Superintendent of Schools to remove the policy 

that says “No child, no play.”  If you drive through the 

neighborhoods, every street there’s some guy playing basketball.  

Old, young and indifferent, everybody plays basketball.  

Everybody plays basketball.  But if you in school, if you have 

failing grades, you can’t play ball.  Well, no pass no play, if you 

remove that, all those people who are the undesirables – if you 

play ball every day it would give you, first of all, an immediate 

mentor because the coach would be able to be the mentor and the 

father to so many guys who don’t have that.  If you play a sport, 

you teach them that life is such a sport.  If you play well and do 

well, you're treated the same.  Two points is two points regardless 

if you fat, short, skinny or tall.   

29:00 

You make the points. It would also provide, if that guy practices 

and he runs around the track three or four hours, then he goes 

home, he go to bed.  He wouldn’t have time to get in the car and 

ride with his friends looking for something to do, fun to do, and 

getting in trouble.  So I would say, hey, make that happen 

overnight.  That wouldn’t cost anything. That would change a 

whole lot of this because when I was at Northside when they first 

built Northside School and that first year in the neighborhood 

every ... I wouldn’t say scallywag, but every guy that had dropped 

out came into school that year.  Now, they came to the school and 

they had their wine bottle in their pocket, but everybody came at 

the school.  The door opened up for everybody.  If they did that, I 

think you would see more guys off the street doing something 

constructive because you would immediately give them somebody 

to report to, so that would be one thing I would do. 

30:00 

I would fix up and paint up.  I would require the landlords coming 

in to paint the houses, and I would hire with some of the stimulus 

money, I would hire somebody to clean it up.  I would hire some of 

those folks on the corner 'cause the average guy that’s selling drugs 

is trying to get immediate money.  I would do like back in the day 

when you used to catch the yellow bus to go pick cotton.  I would 

send a bus through the neighborhood picking folks up.  We would 
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go on this street and fix it up and get paid like you picking cotton.  

Go the next street and fix it up.  You paint and fix it up, get paid 

that day because if you never had a check, you don’t know what it 

feels like to make a check if you been just selling it out of your 

pocket for the last 5 or 10 years.  You don’t even know what it 

feels like to make a check, and those people need to feel that, that 

they can work and make money and buy what they need, so those 

are some of the things I would do to change the neighborhood 

'cause that would help it. 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: So when you grew up, did people have a sense of pride in their job, 

in their home [crosstalk]? 

31:00 

 

Mary Maclin: You didn’t see all – you didn’t see a lot of cars sitting in the yard 

broke down.  Cars sit in the yard broke down because you can’t 

afford to fix them.  Everything ________ on the economy.  If the 

economy’s good, the housing is better.  Look at a housing project 

where the government says you cannot stay here unless you keep it 

clean.  They come in on inspection, _____________ buy all the 

homes in those places, look nice on the street.  You drive it LeMar 

and the expressway.  Those housing developments look wonderful.  

The same thing could happen in the neighborhoods.  This is not 

being done.  It could happen.  Well, it’s happening 'cause it’s 

happening now in other _____________ neighborhoods, but 

they’re part of the downtown.  I guess they downtown loop near 

Bickford and those areas are part of the downtown loop.  Look at 

how they look now.  They're building them up.  

32:00 

 And I think it’s also by design.  If you let the property go down 

and the homeowner loses the property, then here come  buys it for 

nothing, and they build it up.  That’s what happened around 

Bickford.  Those families lost those homes.  Those were family 

homes.  They sold it 'cause of taxes.  All of the sudden come this 

establishment and builds them up, so it’s all by design.  Everything 

is built around the economy, how you make money.(32:29:29) 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: I’d like to backtrack just a little.  How did it feel?  Can you take 

me back to the day participating in the marches?  How did you 

feel?  How was the culture of the people around you then? 

 

Mary Maclin: The culture – I remember my father.  He participated in one of the 

marches where they ... those are the marches they had one day 

when there was a riot downtown and it broke up.  Everybody was 

running 'cause I asked my dad what happened?  He’s like he don’t 

know.  He said he found a alley.   
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33:00 

He don’t know he made a alley, I found a alley.  But the culture 

before then, it was pleasant.  Now you always had back then 

neighborhood against neighborhood.  As I think about it, you had 

Klondike and Dixon Home.  Even when we were at Humes, there 

was a Klondike.  There have always been neighborhood classes, 

but back then people would have neighborhood classes that would 

fight.  They would fight.  It would be a fistfight.  Nobody would’ve 

had the guns and the knives back then, so it’d be a good fistfight.  

And you did have the neighborhoods you couldn’t really go over 

here to over that, so it was territorial.   

 

But people still, they took care of – I mean, there were poor 

families in every neighborhood, but those poor families kept their 

homes neat.  And as I recall, a lot of those families that were poor 

– as I think about some of the ones I knew – most of those 

families, their parents worked for the White folks.   

34:00 

What do you call it when you keep somebody’s house?  They were 

housekeepers, and so because they learned how to keep – they kept 

those person’s houses nice and neat.  When you go into some of 

those homes, it would be very nice and neat because that was just 

their background.  You can tell the outside might be run down, but 

the inside was neat.  Now, it’s just because of the drugs and the 

money been wasted and spent, you don’t see all of that. 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: So how did the Civil Rights Movement impact your family? 

 

Mary Maclin: Well, I think the way it impacted my family that my father 

although – my father always thought it was important that we get 

an education.  I think my father may have dropped out in the fourth 

grade.  I think he went as far as the fourth grade, not sure.  My 

mother may have gone to the eighth grade, but he always thought 

education was important, and so he always pushed that.  And so ... 

and your question was?   

35:00 

The second part?  What did you ask me again? 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: How did the Civil Rights Movement impact your family? 

 

Mary Maclin: Okay and so because we had that, I always knew when I – even 

when I was in middle school, I always knew I was going to 

college.  I just didn’t know which one because at the time I had six 

brothers in college or five, and so I always knew that that was the 

path, so our path was sort of set for us.  Out of all the siblings and 

brothers and sisters, we didn’t have a thing where there were 
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brothers and sisters going to jail.  My brothers and sisters were 

going to work and so my father set that kind of a pattern for us, so 

it was never to question what would happen to the Green family. 

 

 In fact, we had such a reputation – my father did – because I had so 

many brothers, any one of those guys that drank and act a fool, if 

they walked down the street, when they got to our house, they 

crossed the street.  They said, “How you doing, Mr. Green?”  And 

he said, “How you doing?”  And so it was a respect for him 

because he was a worker and he had done well with his children. 

 So I always think it may have been a little bit different 

36:00 

 because we were not your norm because your norm would’ve  

been that family with 12 children would be a poverished family, 

and we were not.  We didn’t know we were poor.  We weren’t 

poor because we had a little bit of everything.  We ate well.  We all 

___________ each other, so my father always made sure.  My 

father, when he was 12, he told us growing up that one time this 

guy asked him to drive his wagon.  You don’t think about guys 

about people having wagons, but I guess they were hauling coal or 

something in a wagon.  And this man asked him to drive his 

wagon, and this man stole him for two years, took him to 

Arkansas.  And he was in some part of Arkansas for two years.  

His mother was looking for him, and he finally did find his way 

back to here for like two years.   

 And so he grew up during that time.  I think he was probably 

hungry away from home, so he always made sure that we were 

never hungry and we always had a place to stay.   

37:00 

So we didn’t grow up like some of the families in the 

neighborhood grew up moaning and didn’t have ... I guess we had 

enough clothes to pass on to pass onto the next person.  I don’t 

remember us being poor.(37:11:15) 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: So we’re starting to wind down the interview.  Had you ever lived 

in any other city besides Memphis? 

 

Mary Maclin: No, I have not. 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: You haven’t?  But you did talk about the working condition and 

obvious prejudice that’s working in Mississippi now, I think, in 

Tennessee.  Can you elaborate on that? 
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Mary Maclin: Yeah.  [Laughter]  What I see now is ... I get a chance to see, I 

mean, I work with Whites all the time.  I work with Whites, a 

mixture of races.  Even from middle school, I worked at the park 

commission. I never seen the mentality of people that are so busy 

trying to, I guess, step up ______________  

38:00 

that they will lie and connive and misrepresent the truth to make 

themselves look good. I’m used to, the jobs I worked on, we had a 

team working together that if you do good, I do good.  We work 

together for the mission of the organization.  I don’t see that where 

I work now, and it’s sort of funny that people are so quick to sort 

of – and I see it maybe because I served as an administrator for 10 

years, so I see the dynamics of people and I’m just surprised what I 

see.  But I’m quiet.  I just try not to say too much and let it roll. 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: So how would you compare race relations to when you were 

growing up now in Memphis to now, to then in Memphis to now?  

Has it changed or has it stayed the same? 

 

Mary Maclin: I think race relations were better maybe a couple years ago.  

 

39:00 

 I really think the election of a Black President has made the 

racism come out and the best of those though some people have the 

best of intentions.  I think they have – racism is growing.  People 

that weren’t normally even probably thinking about being 

whatever, were proactive, now you see them pulling back.  You 

just don’t – I mean, if you drive your car down the street, people 

will almost run over you.  Maybe two years ago, they would stop 

and let you by.  And there seemed to be a, I mean, it’s so much that 

in the air that no one can talk about the war and the veterans and 

the people that have been killed every day.  We’re dealing with 

everyday things happening, and that shows you that the racism is 

alive and well, and we’re not doing as well as could be because our 

attention is on these minute things instead of what’s happening in 

the global world that we live in.  Hurricanes killing people by the 

hundreds and thousands _______________  

40:00 

what the President said, making it a sound bite.  Something is truly 

wrong.  I’m afraid of where we’re going.  I really am. 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: So at Crossroads we try to break down the barrier of race through 

conversation.  So how would you start a conversation with 

someone of a different ethnicity just about the pains of Memphis 

and the things that this city has gone through? 
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Mary Maclin: I guess it would depend on where I am. 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: So let’s say you're having coffee at a Starbucks, so how would you 

start a truthful conversation with someone about the race relations 

in Memphis that’s of a different ethnicity? 

 

Mary Maclin: That’s interesting 'cause I just don’t even see us having a 

conversation. 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: Really? 

 

Mary Maclin: Not without people getting offended.  And I guess I said it because 

I think about some of my political friends 

41:00 

 and I think about – other day I was going toward a group of 

friends. One is a city councilman, blah, blah, blah.  Anyway, and 

he asked me about, we were talking about ... can I call names?  

Okay, Herenton Cohen.  He said who you going to vote for?  Well, 

he shouldn’t really ask me because you usually don’t ask people 

who they're going to vote for.  And so I say you know I’m a 

Harrington man.  I said I’m going to vote for Harrington.  And so 

that just goes to show the mindset of right now.  Harrington is 

running for a position that was designated by the court it’d be a 

Black person.  Steve Coin ran for that position, but it was 

designated by the court to be a Black position so we’d have Black 

representation.  Steve Coin is a Jew and he ran for the position.So 

it’s not so much that you don’t like Coin or like Harrington. The 

position was designed for a Black candidate. 

42:00 

 so yeah, I’m just saying so if we were to sit down and have the 

conversation, people would be very cautious of what they say and 

who they saying it to because it would depend on what group 

you're talking to.  If I’m at work, I wouldn’t dare have a 

conversation about nothing that relates to racism because it’s so 

prevalent.  I would talk to my girlfriends.  We’d have a good 

conversation about it.  I wouldn’t talk to anybody else.  And I’m 

known for being a talker, but right now that conversation is not one 

that’s going to be as open and free as it was two or three years ago.  

I think it’s like a hush-hush thing now.  You have your own 

thoughts about stuff and now, well, I’d be a ... 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: Do you think that the wall of racism will ever be broken down and 

people can opening talk about it? 

 

Mary Maclin: Well, before we can get to the walls broken down, look at the 

mindset of how we do.   
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43:00 

I look at Memphis city schools.  I look at when we have a Black 

person in charge.  There are a lot of things a Black person can get 

away with that if they were not Black, we would call it racism or 

we’d be up in arms.  If there were a White superintendent and he 

was fined by pocket teacher systems during an economic time like 

we are now in the recession and laying off 400 bus drivers and 

laying off or firing 12 principals, it would be – if he were White, it 

would be a line around the building.  Because he’s Black, 

everybody say, well, okay, guess we won’t talk about it.  We only 

talk about things that happen Black on Black because of the times 

that we live in.  So to answer that question, I don’t know if I would 

have a conversation with anybody else outside of my immediate 

group about anything right now.  They sort of shut me up. 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: So is there anything else that you would like to add to your oral 

history? 

44:00 

 

Mary Maclin: Well, no, I think I pretty much have expressed – I hope that I’m 

wrong.  I hope that there is open dialog that will come and actually 

will come with those problems that we see now, but some jobs 

have to open up.  The economy has to get better.  Health care has 

to come about for everybody to be good for everybody.  All those 

things that we’re talking about, those social ills, if we never deal 

with them, things will never change.   

 

 I’m hoping that the President let everybody out of jail that sold 

drugs, you know what I'm saying?  You in jail for 20 years for 

selling drugs?  I think you oughta get something but not 20 years. 

Everything is just designed to keep the neighborhood broken.  If I 

had my way, I would make every father that has a baby and he’s 

not married to the mom, I would make him pay child support.  I 

would make him spend time with his child.   

45:00 

You have to go have quality time, quality hours, to get the money, 

take a child to the movies, take him to the zoo, take him out to 

dinner.  I mean, money’s fine but we have to go and reprogram to 

help change the culture of our society.  They say take a village to 

raise a child?  The village is broken. 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: So if you could go back in time and give advice to your younger 

self, what would you say? 

 

Mary Maclin: To my younger self?  My younger self had it going on.  No.  I’m 

saying things were so different back then.  I don’t know anything I 
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would’ve done differently growing up to where I am now because 

I experienced the fun in school.  I loved going to school.  I had 

perfect attendance.  Every day was a good day.  I enjoyed college.  

I enjoyed after college, so my like, my young life was fine.  I’m 

hoping it for my granddaughter’s life.  My daughter likes everyone 

pretty good.  She’s a worker.  She’s teaching school.   

46:00 

My son, some things have gone on with him, but I like my life, 

where I’ve been 'cause I had a mother and father at home, so it was 

different. I hope we can bring the family unit back together and so 

I don’t know I would’ve done differently myself growing up 

because I reached the success, had success with myself.  I’ve met 

the goals that were set for me.  I summer in the.  I’d be at the 

dances.  I drove the car, so my life has been pretty good.  And 

those around me in my life has been pretty good, even with my 

girlfriends and stuff.  We all had done pretty good, so I don’t think 

I would’ve changed a moment. 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: We thank you for participating in the Crossroads interview.   

 

Mary Maclin: Thank you. 

 

Ashleigh Taylor: You’ve helped to shape history. 

 

Mary Maclin: Well, thank you.  It’s been my – (47:02:24) 

 

[End of Audio] 

 


