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Carolyn	Yellin‐	This	is	tape	2	Wyatt	Chandler	interviewed	by	Joan	Beifuss	ad	Carolyn	
Yellin	on	June	20th	1968	at	the	Memphis	search	for	meaning	offices.	We	left	off	on	
tape	1	at	the…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	With	Zeke	Bell…	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	With	Zeke	Bell	tearing	down	the…	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Well	I	also	might	say	this,	he	also	I	don’t	know	whether	you	all	
have	this	I	the	record	I	assume	you	did	he	said	that	he	wasn’t	going	to		leave	and	he	
needed	to	go	to	the	bathroom	pretty	bad	and	either	way	he	was	going	to	have	to	do	
that	type	of	thing	and	he	also	said	that	he	wasn’t	going	to	tear	the	seal	down	and	he	
sure	would	not	hurt	any	body	or	stop	anybody	if	they	would	tear	it	down	you	
understand.	He	was	always	in	the	they	ought	to	do	this	and	they	ought	to	do	that	but	
he	wasn’t	into	doing	anything.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	You	were	sitting	on	the	platform	then?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	was	sitting	up	there	I	stayed	the	whole	time.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	This	as	the	public	works…	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Well	Fred	was	there	,	and	Neders	was	there,	Mrs.	Awsumb	was	
there	and	she	left	I	think	she	became	worn.	Bob	James	I	believe	was	there.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Now	what	was	your	reaction	sitting	up	on	this	platform	and	seeing	this	
down	in	the	council	chambers?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Well	my	reaction	was	really	somewhat	a	little	anger.	Admit	that	I	
became	fairly	angry	about	it	and	I	became	very	frustrated	bout	it	because	Fred	was	
in	charge	of	the	meeting.	He	really	got	into	verbal	arguments	with	T.O.	Jones	and	
with	Bell.	Which	they	insulted	him	and	frustrated	him	and	made	him	really	lose	his	
cool,	quote	like	my	children	would	say.	Where	he	became	rather	without	leadership	
and	as	a	result	I	stepped	into	the	breech	momentarily	and	suggested	that	we	move	
this	meeting	from	there	to	the	auditorium	and	we	should	do	it	now	and	they	seemed	
to	think	that	was	alright	and	began	to	turn	and	go	out.	Well	finally	Davis	took	the	
microphone	back	and	said	we	would	meet	at	2:00	or	something	and	then	they	all	
said	that	we	are	not	going	to	wait	and	this	was	maybe	at	noon	and	they	said	we	are	
not	waiting	until	2:00	we	will	just	stay	here.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	that	mean	start	in	the	morning?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	That	meant	start	in	the	morning	at	10:00	I	believe.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	you	think	that	perhaps	then	that	if	they	had	moved	immediately	and	
been	able	at	that	time	to	march	across	the	street	at	that	time…	



Wyeth	Chandler‐	It	would	have	at	least	kept	the	violation	of	the	law	that	was	going	
on,	that	is	the	(muffled)	it	would	have	kept	the	eating	in	the	chamber,	it	would	have	
taken	away	from	an	attack	really	on	the	city,	and	put	it	into	the	framework	as	an	
attack	on	Davis	or	me	or	whoever	it	was	on.	And	I	think	that	would	have	been	good	
if	that	would	have	been	done	but	it	was	not	done	and	therefore	the	meeting	
(Muffled)	there	ever	and	sent	out	to	the	sandwiches	and	(muffled).	Which	turned	
the	white	community	in	general	suddenly	against	them	and	turned	me	in	part	
against	them	completely.	At	that	time	I	became	much	harder	in	my	position	than	I	
had	been	previously.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	have	any	alternatives	that	day	I	guess	it	would	have	been	
possible	to	just	close	the	meeting.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	The	only	alternative	as	I	can	remember,	was	to	sign	the	contract,	
the	council	to	give	their	ok	on	all	of	the	things	that	had	been	asked	or…there	was	no	
real	middle	ground	there.	We	had	already	notified	of	course	the	next	(muffled).		We	
were	willing	to	go	on	with	everything	that	they	were	asking	except,	and	everything	
that	Lobe	had	agreed	to	you	see	all	the	things	they	had	agree	to	except	the	check	off	
which	of	course	was	the	main	issue	throughout,	there	was	no	other	real	issue.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Well	now	did	the	council,	then	the	Davis	committee	pass	the	resolution	
that	afternoon?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	The	Davis	committee	came	back	and	reported	later	that	afternoon,	
late	that	afternoon.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	this	is	still	while	all	the	people	are	in	the	council	chambers?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	While	they	are	all	there	eating	the	sandwiches	and	all	making	a	big	
Hoorah,	they	came	back	and	reported	that	the	committee	which	was	composed	at	
that	time	of	Neders	sitting	in	for	Billy	Hyman,	of	course	Hyman	was	out	of	town	and	
Donelson	and	Davis	reported	that	they	were	in	favor	of	all	of	their	demands.	And	
they	reported	to	the	council	and	the	council	would	announce	its	decision	the	
following	day	at	the	auditorium.	We	came	too	the	auditorium	and	we	announced	the	
decision.	This	was	not	a	council	meeting	and	this	had	no	intent	to	be	a	council	
meeting,	it	was	to	tell	them	what	we	had	decided	to	do.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	This	was	February,	the	next	day?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	That	is	right	and	we	told	them	what	we	decided	to	do	and	then	we	
adjourned.	This	as	very	frustrating	to	them	because	some	how	their	leaders	had	
convinced	them	that	they	were	going	to	have	the	opportunity	to	cut	loose	again.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Can	I	go	back	to	that	morning	now	the	council	met	in	executive	session	
that	morning	then…	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	The	council	didn’t	meet	the	committee	met	and	others	just	came	in	
as	spectators.	I	was	there	in	my	seat	but	I	was	not	a	member	of	the	public	works	



committee.	The	public	works	committee	called	a	meeting	this	was	the	day	this	
happened,	the	Donelson	committee	and	just	passed	the	word	that	if	any	councilmen	
would	like	to	attend	to	come	back.	So	that	was	the	only	reason	I	was	there,	I	was	not	
there	as	a	committee	man,	I	was	just	there	you	know	to	see	what	was	going	on	and	
the	reason	for	the	meeting	was	that	Davis	had	been	informed	at	the	union	was	
prepared	at	this	time	to	present	individual	workers	from	the	public	works	
department	who	would	then	present	their	grievances	to	this	committee.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Oh	yes	I	understand	this,	I	was	talking	about	the	following	morning	did	
the	council	did	not	meet	the	following	morning	before	the	afternoon…	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Oh	they	met	all	morning,	right,	all	morning	at	which	time	they	
determined	that	they	would	go	along	with	every	proposal	that	Lobe	had	made	
previously.	And	so	tell	them	that	they	would	go	along	and	they	would	not	go	along	
with	anything	that	he	had	not	already	gone	along	with.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Was	this	when	the	council	then	was	accused	of	being	a	rubber	stamp,	
wasn’t	the	term	used	by	some	of	the	news	media.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Oh	I	am	sure	it	was	used	quite	often.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Yeah	I	was	going	to	say	I	don’t	that	was…	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	But	the	truth	of	the	matter	is	that	there	was	7	member	s	of	the	
council	who	were	probably	not	have	gone	along	with	the	mayor,	what	I	mean	is	that	
they	would	not	have	gone,	they	would	have	never	given	in.	So	there	is	no	rubber	
stamp	I	don’t	think.	We	felt,	the	ones	who	felt,	the	majority	of	the	ones	on	the	
council	felt	as	strong	as	Lobe	did.	That	they	should	not	sign	the	check	off	at	that	
time.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	And	for	what	reasons?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Well	for	many	reasons,	I	think	mainly	as	I	say	the	check	off	
situation	grew	way	out	of	proportion	but	the	main	reason	I	think	probably	was	
when	you	got	out	there	was	the	threats	of	the	…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Do	you	still	feel	that	way?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	About	the	check	off?	Well	I	see	no	reason	and	I	never	have	seen	
any	reason	for	any	business	whether	it	be	the	city	or	the	state	or	anybody	else	to	
assist	in	the	organization	of	a	union	representing	the	workers.	I	get	check	offs,	but	I	
haven’t	run	into	a	company	yet	that	goes	out	of	the	way	to	give	it	to	them	and	I	don’t	
have	any	desire	to	perpetrate	unionism	in	city	government,	I	don’t	like	it	and	I	think	
it	is…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Do	you	feel	there	is	a	difference	between	the	city	and	a	cooperation	on	
this	point	of	check	off?	

	



Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	think	that	the	main	difference	is	that	the	union	can	force	through	
the	NRB	certain	things	on	a	cooperation	but	they	can’t	force	it	on	the	city	because	it	
is	discretionary.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	but	do	you	think	this	places	more	or	less	obligation	on	the	city	then.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	None	I	don’t	think	the	city	has	any	obligation	whatever	to	do	
anything.	If	they	are	forced	to	do	it	and	compelled	to	do	it	then	they	will	do	it	
but…you	see	these	people	point	it	out	al	the	time	this	union	that	they	have	it	in	
Nashville,	they	have	it	in	Chattanooga	and	they	have	it	in	these	places	as	if	this	is	
some	great	thing	that	these	cities	are	very	progressive	and	they	have	this	and	that	
and	the	other.	But	the	truth	of	the	matter	is	that	the	people	who	are	elected	in	these	
cities	are	elected	as	union	backing	and	as	part	of	that	platforms	have	promised	these	
things.	As	you	know	Chattanooga	for	example	the	mayor	was	Old	Johnny	who	was	a	
brick	mason,	a	brick	worker.	He	was	the	man	who	ran	as	a	labor	man	and	was	
elected	a	s	a	labor	man	and	gave	them	what	they	wanted.	I	mean	that	is	alright	I	
mean	that	is	nothing	neither	progressive	or	digressive	he	just	ran	on	that	platform	
and	gave	it	to	them	but	Lobe	certainly	didn’t.		

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Had	there	been	meetings	and	had	you	me	with	Lobe	prior	to	t	his	
Fred	Davis	committee	meeting	had	there	been	smaller	meetings	with	Lobe?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Probably	so,	I	really	don’t	recall	too	much	we	had	met	from	time	to	
time	for	certain.	I	really,	like	as	I	say	the	meeting	as	such	as	one	thing	and	
organization	as	such,	but	in	this	particular	instance	the	first	attempt	and	all	union	is,	
and	all	clear	thinking	with	go	out	of	the	window	sometime	sunder	the	type	of	
attacks	and	threats	and	statements	that	are	made	by	these	people	during	this	
period.	In	other	words	I	became	almost	a	reasonable	man,	pretend	that	I	was	acting	
as	a	reasonable	man	had	these	things	been	conducted	you	see	private	through	out.	
And	not	the	Ezekiel	Bells	and	the	Jim	Lawson’s	and	the	others.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	but	now	wasn’t	it,	I	wasn’t	going	to	ask	who	could	have	spoken	for	the	
union	after	the	injunction	which	was	when	was	the	injunction?	The	20th?	No	the	
18th?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	am	sure	there	is	an	injunction	on	your	list	somewhere.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Yes,	the	injunction…	

(muffled)	

Joan	Beifuss‐	That	was	after,	that	was	after.	

&That	was	after	the	Main	St.	incident.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	No	injunction	would	have	ever	prohibited	negotiations	between…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	No	I	don’t	mean	prohibited	the	march.	



Wyeth	Chandler‐	The	union	leaders	as	a	matter	of	fact	they	went	into	court	and	
specifically	were	allowed	to	negotiate.	Negotiations	should	have	been	from	the	very	
instant,	in	the	beginning	conducted	as	union	labor	or	business,	conducted,	in	
private.	You	don’t	see	any	general	electory	battling	the	union	out	in	the	public	eye.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	But	then	what	is	the,	when	there	is	a	dead	lock	then	what	is	going	to	
happen.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Then	you	go	to	what	eventually	they	went	to.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Mediation.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Mediation	of	a	sort.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Not	arbitration,	mediation	rather.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	(muffled)	even	force	the	situation	into	mediation,	but	we	weren’t	
going	to	force	it	back	into	mediation	back	when,	I	think	of	course	when	King	was	
killed	it	turned	the	whole	thing	around.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	But	did	you	feel	that	any	of	the	earlier	was	just	pressure	to	get	to	
mediation	or	pressure	to	end	the	strike.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	don’t	know	what	it	was.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Was	there	real	serious	stalk	of	mediation	before,	at	what	item	do	you	
recall	pressure,	or	did	you	become	aware	of	pressure	from	the	community	for	
mediation?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	No	of	course	I	never	felt	any	pressure	what	ever	from	my	
community	for	any	kind	of	mediation.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Now	you	represent	a	district?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	No	I	represent	the	whole	city.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	City	wide.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	didn’t	receive	one	thing	of	course	from	the	Bells	and	the	
Lawson’s,	and	those	folks.	My	neighbors	and	friends	were	just	adamant	that	they	
never	in	anyway…	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Did	you	make	an	effort	to	solicit..	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	never	received	by	the	way	form	the	labor	unions	I	represented	of	
course	they	are	trade	unions	and	these	are	the	people	that	they	excluded	as	you	
know	100%	(muffled)	negro	electrician	or	bricklayer	or	anything.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Do	you	think	that	contributed	to	the	unity	say	or	the	feeling	of	
grievance	in	the	negro	community?	



Wyeth	Chandler‐	What	do	you	mean	the	fact	that	the	white	community…	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	No	that	in	the	unions	that	the	unions	too	are	segregated?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Oh	no	I	don’t	think	it	had	anything	to	do	with	this	particular	
matter	here,	I	think	that	is	one	of	the	grievance	s	of	the	negros	in	the	community	but	
I	don’t	think	that	in	this	instance	it	is.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Well	then	councilmen	you	felt	that	at	that	meeting	that	Fred	Davis	
conducted	or	wasn’t	able	to	conduct	you	felt	that	was	a	kind	of	a	turning	point	of	the	
thing	and	that	hardened	your	attitudes?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Well	that	was	part	of	it	and	there	was	a	later	meeting	after	they	
went	down	the	street	and	I	noticed	you	have	it	down	here	that	strikers	were	maced.	
It	might	be	strikers,	try	to	turn	over	car	and	maced.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Yeah	that	was	the	first	time	that	mace	was	used.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	That’s	right	but	anyhow	it	is	little	things	like	this	but	these	people	
went	down	the	street	and	they	were	told	to	do	one	thing	or	of	course	they	did	
another	or	they	were	forced	in	by	the	police	car	etc.	Well	either…	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	This	was	copied	from	headlines	in	the		and	this	was	done	from	
headlines	in	the	newspaper.		

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Well	be	that	as	it	may	that		didn’t	the	way	it	was	handled,	that	
didn’t,	I	don’t	know	what	that	did	in	the	negro	community	but	that	just	kind	of	
solidified	the	white	people	again.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Now	did	you	make,	or	was	there	any	attempt	to	survey	a	community	
opinion	other	than	just	what	cam	rot	you	voluntarily?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Not	by	me	I	didn’t	go	out	and	take	any	surveys,	no.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Of	course	I	don't	know	exactly	how	you	could,	you	can’t	survey	is	the	
wrong	word	but	to	solicit.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	You	know	you	just	talk	to	people	whatever	type	and	I	am	just	
around	and	I	talk	to	everybody	about	everything.	Very	of	course	the	negro	
community	was	disturbed	they	were	upset	about	this,	I	don’t	think	they	were	mad	
about	the	macing	I	think	they	were	just	began	to	have	fear	that		there	were	going	to	
be	tremendous	riots.	This	was	the	beginning	of	the	possibility	of	riots.		

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Do	you	think	that	there	really	isn’t	very	much	of	the	more	extreme	
black	militants	in	the	community.		

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Well	I	think…	



Carolyn	Yellin‐	Or	do	you	accept,	do	you,	you	were	saying	in	fact	it	was	on	the	earlier	
tape	about	the	threat	from	Ezekiel	Bell,	reverend	Bell,	they	will	burn	the	city.	Do	you	
think	they	exist	in	Memphis?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	(Muffled)	exist	but	I	don’t	think	they	are	in	the	majority	I	think	
they	are	a	very	small	group.	I	feel	that	the	average	negro	citizen	of	Memphis	while	
frustrated	though	he	may	be	and	I	am	sure	they	are	and	a	lot	of	things	need	to	be	
done	of	them,	are	not	ready	to	take	the	torch	to	the	city.	I	think	that	he	riots	as	we	
said	the	type	of	people	that	were	arrested	pretty	well	indicate	that	you	are	dealing	
with	a	rather	small	group	of	I	would	say	young	in	the	20’s,	early	20,s	people	who	in	
part	are	just	out	from	what	they	can	get,	they	are	just	really	criminals.	Out	to	steal	a	
TV	set	or	whatever.	And	some	children	who	were	involved	(muffled).	And	but	I	don’t	
see	any	great	black	militancy	here.	I	think	it	could	have	developed	into	it	had	the	
thing	lasted	a	lot	longer.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Would	you	consider	say,	the	negro	ministers	themselves	as	black	
militants	or	do	you	think	there	is	a	differentiation?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	don’t	know	whether	they	have	a	public	eye	and	a	private	eye,	I	
don’t	think	any	of	them	were	house	burners	and	I	don’t	think	they	were	ready	to	
start	shooting,	I	think	they	would	know	it	would	be	rather	foolish.,	I	do	think	they	
are	public	what	I	call,	a	red	light	aspects	get	pretty	militant.	O.Z.	Evers	statement	
down	there	that	we	had	70	million	dollars	sitting	around	in	the	light	gas	and	water	
and	why	didn’t	we	pay	these	people	(muffled).	Well	it	is	just	a	lie	you	see,	there	is	no	
truth	in	it	what	ever,	he	knows	that	there	is	no	truth	whatever	in	it	he	has	stated	to	
me	that	he	knows	there	was	no	truth	in	it	but	this	was	the	type	of	thing…	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Do	you	think	there	were	some	attempts	to	grab	power	among	the	
negros	I	mean	various…	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Well	that	‘s	I	think	one	of	the	most	interesting	aspects	of	this	
whole	thing	was	that	as	this	thing	progressed	you	could	see	the	progressive	black	
militancy	building	with	every	speech	that	would	be	made.	Fro	example	they	would	
line	up	8	speakers.	You	say	alright	you	have	8	speakers	you	can	talk	5	minutes	a	
pieces.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	This	is	at	the	council	meetings?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	At	he	council	meetings.	And	reverend	Roe	would	speak	and	he	
would	say	we	have	got	to	live	together	and	we	have	got	to	work	together	we	have	
got	to	do	this	and	that	together	now	you	all	help	us	and	help	thee	garbage	men	and	
let’s	build	on	to	greater	days.	And	then	you	would	have	a	speaker	like	Kyles	who	
would	say	we	are	going	to	have	your	help,	you	are	going	to		help	these	people.	You	
trod	them	down	since	200	years	and	you	are	going	to	bow	up	now	you	are	going	to	
make	them	proud	again,	type	of	thing.	And	then	you	are	going	to	have	the	next	man	
who	says	if	you	don’t	do	this	then	we	will	do	so	and	so.	And	then	the	next	guys	says	
we	are	going	to	do	so	and	so.	I	mean	I	every	speech	that	was	made	the	next	man	up	
would	get	a	little	more	militant	and	get	a	little	more	applause.	You	see	you	had	your	



crowd	of	1200	strikers	there	and	you	want	to	build	them	up	to	(muffled)	had	them	
in	a	wild	frenzy	and	they	were	almost	ready	to….	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Do	you	think	this	was	planned	or	this	happened	in	the	course	of	
things?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	don’t	know	I	just	have	a	feeling	that	speakers	whether	it	be	
Wallis	or	anybody	else	warm	up	to	reactions	in	the	audience	and	see	what	they	liked	
and	they	see	that	militancy	sells	and	they	sell	it.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Well	this	I	guess	was	getting	back	to	my	original	thing	of	seeing	
people	like	O.Z.	Evers	who	would	normally	in	the	negro	community	be	not	
necessarily	in	favor	of	the	same	thing	that	someone	else	it.	My	power	grabbing	
question	was	whether	they	really	saw	this	as	an	opportunity	to	make	a		little	
political	hay	here.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Well	I	feel	that	they	did	but	of	course	I	don’t	know.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Did	the	negro	councilmen	ever	discuss	this	or	not	this	particular	
question	but	the	whole	question	of…	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	There	was	no	question	in	my	opinion	that	the	negro	councilmen	
realized	that	it	was	a	power	political	play	presumably	between	Lawson	and	Evers	
and	Kyles	etc.	That	they	felt	they	were	trying	to	out	do	each	other	in	an	effort	to	take	
over	the	leadership	which	had	as	you	know	in	the	last	election	had	died.	In	the	last	
election	your	negros	split,	they	both	got	beat	and	no	one.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	The	Willis…	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Either	the	Willis	crowd	or	the	Ingram	you	see,	there	were	your	
two	groups	and	they	both	got	(muffled).	So	that	knocked	off	your	Sugarmon,	Willis,	
and	your	Evers	group.	So	it	was	alike	a	vacuum	and	here	were	Lawson,	Kyles	and	
O.Z.	still	trying	to	fight.	Willis	and	Sugarmon	play	no	part	what	so	ever,	they	have	no	
active	participation,	never	came	down	to	the	council,	they	were	just	beat	and	these	
people	just	realized	this	and	made	them	move	for	leadership.	Patterson	saw	it	first,	
he	was	the	most	militant	of	the	people	on	the	council	and	I	think	he	and	I	were	
probably	the	most	popular	negro	in	the	city.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	was	going	to	say	that	I	think	out	of	the	whole		thing	Patterson	is	
probably	the	one	(muffled).	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	think	he	would	probably	be	the	greatest	and	he	is	in	my	opinion	
he	is	a	politician.	That	is	why	I	really	didn’t	go	with	the	council,	I	like	the	council	and	
I	like	the	negros	on	it	because	I	feel	like	they	represent	the	whole	community.	I	think	
that	Davis	represents	the	average	negro	on	the	street,	he	does	have	the	education,	
he	has	a	college	degree,	but	he	really	is	a	guy	that	walks	among	the	street,	he	
mingles	with	that	crowd	he	talks	their	language.	Neders	talks	the	language	of	your	
educated	middle	class	negro	who	has	worked	and	succeeded	in	life	and	is	willing	to	



give	of	himself	to	his	community,	he	is	dedicated,	who	is	very	sincere	and	everything	
he	does,	He	doesn’t	try	to	make	everything	either	political	or	try	to	make	it	
downgrade	as	crap.	He	is	just	an	average	guy	like	me	and	you.	And	then	Patterson	
on	the	other	hand	is	the	accomplished	politician	who	doesn’t	really	care	but	will	go	
whatever	way	is	best	politically	for	him.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	We	don’t	really	discuss	what	is	said	from	one	tape	to	the	other	but	I	
did	sit	in	on	the	interview	with	Mr.	Neders	and	I	was	struck	by	this	fact.	Of	his	lack	of	
emotion	even	as	he	was	able	to	speak	of	this	when	I	say	lack	of	passion	or	enflamed	
feeling,	but	I	also	did	have	a	feeling	and	I	am	just	going	to	ask	you	to	check	my	
reaction	that	he	was	a	man	caught	in	the	middle	of	t	his	thing,	that	he	was	aware	of	
tremendous	pressures	from	both	sides	and	that	there	was	a	sense	of..	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	A	sense	of	unity	in	the	negro	community.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Were	you	aware	of	this	at	the	time?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Of	course	we	were.	We	recognized	it	and	I	will	say	this	that	in	no	
time	did	Neders	or	Davis	or	Patterson,	they	didn’t	try	to	hide	it	they	knew	it	was	
there	and	we	knew	it	was	there	and	they	had	to	speak	the	way	they	did	and	as	I	say	
it	was	a	very	unemotional	thing	they	spoke,	they	did	point	out	the	reasons	why	
these	things	should	have	been	done.	Afterwards	of	course	Patterson	refuses	all	
killing	King	and	this	type	of	thing	which	was	very	popular.	But	Neders	and	Davis	
never	did,	they	realized	the	pressures	were	on	us.	We	after	all	were	elected	and	
(muffled)	32	negro	organizations,	I	had	none	to	support	me,	absolutely	none.	So	I	
had	my	pressures	from	the	whit	community	which	backed	me	and	I	felt	there	pulse	
and	knew	their	pulse	and	I	wasn’t	any	more	going	to	(muffled).	Blanchard	did.	When	
Blanchard	did	what	the	result	of	that	would	be	and	why	he	did	it	and	what	went	into	
his	mind	and	whatever,	I	don’t	know.	He	is	the	only	white	councilmen	who	overtly…	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Do	you	feel,	this	is	getting	(muffled)	into	the	recall	thing	which	I	
don’t	think	we	have	really	discussed	too	munch	and	shouldn’t	really	because	we	are	
mostly	concerned	about	the	pre‐recall	things.	This	question	of	being	a	
representative	city	wide	or	a	representative	of	a	district.	As	you	say	you	are	well	
aware	of	where	your	support	comes	from	and	I	am	sure	the	negro	councilmen	
though	they	are	all	district	but	should	a	negro	ever	be	elected	city	wide	well	Fred	
Davis	is	an	example,	there	are	white	voters	in	his	district.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Yes	they	are	about	52%	White	votes.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	So	that	he	feels	perhaps	as	much	as	anyone	of…	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	He	doesn’t	really	get	a	great	deal	I	don’t	believe	of	pressure	from	
the	white	voters	in	his	community.	I	think	also	another	aspect	of	it	is	to	be	true	or	
not	he	realizes	he	can’t	possibly	win	again	because	his	district	will	be	connected	to	
Whitehaven	when	he	come	sin	and	he	is	through.	He	can	be	far	more	objective	than	
anyone	because	he	realizes	that	he	is	in	4	years	and	there	fore	he	can	be	himself	he	
doesn’t	have	to	worry	about	it	too	much.		



Carolyn	Yellin‐	Do	you	think	that	mayor	Lobe	knowing	that	he	did	not	have	the	
support	of	the	negro	community	felt	somewhat	as	you	did	that	his	pressures	were	
from	the	white	community.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Oh	he	saw	the	letters	and	telegrams	and	so	forth	that	he	got	you	
would	know	that	the	pressure	on	him	was	terrific.	The	thing	that	changed	it	as	I	say	
was	when	King	was	killed.	And	then	you	began	to	get	the	pressure	from	the	
ministerial	white	minister	groups	which	prior	to	that	time	had	been	rather	dull.	You	
began	to	get	it	from	the	downtown	association	chamber	of	commerce	type	guy	who	
was	being	hurt	bad	by	the	boycotts.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	had	you	had	any	of	this	from	the	economic,	before	the	King	
assassination.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	never	had	before	or	after,	but	Lobe	probably	had	very	little	
before	and	it	began	to..	

Joan	Beifuss‐	The	boycott	really	wasn’t	too	much	of	a	factor.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	The	boycott	was	effective	but	he	people’s	(muffled)	but	after	King	
was	killed	they	realized	that	it	was	not	going	to	let	up	now.	You	see	all	the	time	they	
thought	something	would	let	up.	Something	would	happen,	something	would	break.	
After	King	was	killed	they	figured	the	negros	would	be	even	more	unified	and	the	
boycott	would	be	even	worse	and	they	were	losing	and	longer	and	longer	and	
longer.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Cut	back	in	time	now,	in	the	early	part	of	March,	was	the	council	
actually	trying	to	get	the	strike	settled?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	They	did	try	to	get	it	settled,	we	sat	down	one	night	out	at	Davis’	
house	and	worked	out	what	we	thought	was	a	good	settlement.	To	me,	most	
interesting	things	involved	in	the	whole	thing	was	that	settlement	was	entered	into	
eventually.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Was	this	the	whole	council?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	The	whole	council	I	believe,	I	think	(muffled)	was	missing,	the	
negros	were	there	and	all	the	white	people	where	there.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Is	this	a	regular	council	meeting	if	this	is	at	someone	‘s	house?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	No.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	This	was	just	to	kid	of	try	to	see..	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Off	the	cuff,	secret	deal.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	An	attempt	to	find	a	way	out.		



Wyeth	Chandler‐	An	attempt	to	try	to	come	up	with	what	we	thought	would	be	a	fair	
settlement	and	present	it	to	Lobe	not	as	a	formal	resolution	type	thing	but	the	
council	thinks	this	is	a	fair	settlement.	Now	if	you	go	(muffled)	that	did	not	include	
the	check	off	but	it	did	include	a	means	to	checking	off	that	would	be	similar	to	what	
ended	up.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	What	happened	to	that	proposal?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	It	was	lost	in	the	shuffle	I	believe.	It	was	probably	presented	to	
Lobe.	We	were	told	that	night	you	see	by	a	negro	councilmen	including	Patterson	
that	the	negros	at	the	union	would	accept	this	thing	as	is	and	it	did	not	include	as	I	
say	a	direct	check	off	form	the	city.	And	it	was	presented	to	the	union	and	it	did	not	
work	out,	he	would	not	accept	it.	That	was	one	of	the	faults	all	the	way	through	that	
there	was	a	great	deal	of	background	going	on.	I	have	met	for	example	on	a	Sunday	
afternoon	(muffled)	beginning	of	this	thing	with	Donelson,	Pryor,	and	Blanchard	and	
myself	and	I	met	out	there	with	Hollis	Price,	Jesse	Turner,	David	Caywood	on	behalf	
of	the	union	and	others.	I	believe	that	John	Spence	got	up	the	meeting	you	know.	We	
met	out	there	and	we	discussed	the	various	aspects	of	it	and	he	came	up	with	a	
resolution	to	speak	to	be	presented	to	Lobe	which	we	thought		was	acceptable.	It	did	
not	include	the	check	off	but	did	include	raises	and	they	said	then	that	this	would	be	
acceptable	to	the	union	but	it	was	not.	You	see	there	were	many	times	that	we	were	
told	and	this	was	many	of	the	things	that	was	frustrating.	Caywood	or	Smith	or	
Brown	or	whatever	would	say	that	he	union	will	buy	this	and	then	the	union	would	
not	buy	it.	Why	should	we	sit	around	and	talk	about	all	these	things,	if	they	are	not	
going	to	go	along	with	what	we	are	saying.	In	other	words	they	would	move	up	their	
package	every	time.	We	would	present	them	with	this	and	they	would	say	well	we	
don’t	want	just	that	we	want	this.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	That	was	the	Sunday	after	the	strike	started?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	think	it	was.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	You	had	different	spokes	men	for	the	union…	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Perhaps	after	the	first,	during	the,	right	after	Lobe’s	confrontation	
with	Champa.	That	was	a	week	after	or	whatever	in	that	period.		

Carolyn	Yellin‐	But	of	course	everybody	looking	back	now	and	knowing	what	has	
happened	why	you	it	is	very	difficult	to	reconstruct	your	feelings.	But	did	you	ever	
have	a	feeling	that	the	city	was	facing	a	possible	trouble,	more	serous	trouble	than	
just	a	simple	union	dispute.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	The	first	time	I	felt	it	was	at	the	time	of	this	meeting.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Yes	you	said	that.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	And	I	felt	at	that	time	anything	could	happen,	but	I	wasn’t	and	let	
me	say	this	to	you	and	I	am	saying	I	said	this	to	them	that	the	fact	that	something	



would	happen	instead	of	making	me	want	to	leap	into	an	agreement	did	not	want	to	
make	me	leap	into	it,	it	made	me	want	to	stay	away	from	it.	That	is	the	honest	truth.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	It	made	you	resistant	rather	than…	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	It	made	me	resistant.	The	fact	that	these	threats	of	burning	the	
town	down	and	this	and	that	and	the	other,	just	didn’t	sell	with	me	and	maybe	it	
should	have	sold	me	but	it	didn’t	I	just	don’t	react	that	way.	I	don’t	believe	if	I	
walked	in	and	said	now	if	you	don’t	give	me	all	the	money	in	your	purse	something	
is	going	to	happen	to	your	husband	tonight.	I	don’t	think	that	you	would	feel	that	
this	is	the	thing	to	do.	And	this	was	the	reaction	because	these	people	were	not	
saying	we	are	right	or	we	are	wrong,	or	let’s	talk	about	it	or	let’s	go	into	a	huddle	in	
this	conference	room	they	were	out	in	front	of	TV	cameras	saying	give	us	what	we	
want	or	we	will	burnt	he	town	down.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	ever	at	any	time	meet	with	any	of	the	actual	union	leafers?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	talked	to	several	of	them	several	times.	I	talked	to	a	boy	from	
Nashville	I	don’t	even	remember	his	name	a	white	boy	that	came	from	Nashville,	
very	pleasantly	and	very	nicely.	They	came	to	the	council	you	know	and	talked	to	us	
and	asked	us	to	do	this	and	that.	And	very	friendly	meeting	really.	The	day	after	I	
think	Champa	had	his	confrontation	with	Lobe.	Lucie	and	this	young	boy	from	
Nashville	very	nice,	Champa	at	all	times	to	me	was	a	jackass.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	We	are	stopping	now…(Tape	End)		

	 	


