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Carolyn	Yellin‐	Tape	3	Wyeth	Chandler	June	20th	1968	interviewers	Joan	Beifuss	and	
Carolyn	Yellin.	One	of	the	things	that	is	a	little	bit	not	exactly	following	where	we	left	
off	which	was	an	interesting	point	but	I	did	want	to	get	in	this	question	and	I	think	
on	this	tape	I	would	like	to	move	into	the	actual	thing	of	Martin	Luther	King.	When	
did	you	first	hear	or	when	did	you	as	a	councilmen	first	become	aware	that	there	
was	a	possibility	that	Martin	Luther	King	would	become	involved	in	this,	did	you	
read	it	in	the	paper	or	did	you	hear	about	it	privately,	or	do	you	recall?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	don’t	recall	exactly	it	seems	probably	that	I	read	it	in	the	paper	or	
I	may	have	heard	it	before.	The	fact	that	King	would	become	involved	had	long	been	
talked	about.	The	statement	was	actually	that	he	was	going	to	come	here,	I	read	in	
the	paper	probably.	But	I	had	heard,	we	heard	that	King	was	coming,	that	Ratt	
brown	was	coming	and	we	heard	that	this	and	that	was	coming.	And	they	
threatened	us	with	Ratt	Brown,	he	will	come	and	he	will	show	you	what	we	will	do	
and	this	and	that	and	the	other.	I	couldn’t	have	cared	less	whether	any	of	them	came	
to	tell	you	the	truth.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	You	never	really	felt	that	it	was	a	threat	that	meant	anything	or	that	
meant…	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	didn’t….	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	That	meant	trouble.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Well	especially	King,	I	didn’t	think	that	his	coming	would	mean	
any	trouble.	I	never	have,	I	know	that	King	comes	and	trouble	follows	but	I	felt	like	
that	here	he	would	not	get	the	support	of	people	to		have	trouble	and	I	don’t	think	
he	would	have.	I	think	the	people	who	caused	the	trouble	for	example	in	this	march	
were	nothing		more	than	high	school	or	maybe	older	people	who	just	out	to	have	
trouble.	I	mean	they	wanted	to	trouble	and	they	used	King	I	think	maybe	to	
embarrass	him	or	maybe	just	to	start	some	trouble.	They	were	not,	this	type	of	
inflammatory	speeches	that	are	given	not	by	King,	by	others	are	going	to	have	their	
way	with	certain	people.	There	are	certain	people	in	this	world	that,	white	only.	And	
you	can’t	blame		them	(muffled).	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	ever	go	to	any	of	the	mass	meetings	that	were	held.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	No,	I	didn’t	go	to	no	meetings	at	all.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	King	had	been	in	her	before	during	the	past	years	I	guess	speaking	had	
you	ever	heard	King	speak?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	had	never	heard	him	speak	except	on	TV,	and	never	been	to	any	
meetings	he	held.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Well	now	for	your	information	of	what	was	going	on	at	the	mass	
meetings,	you	depended	mostly	on	the	press	reports	then?	



Wyeth	Chandler‐	Entirely	on	the	press	reports.		

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Did	you	feel	they	were	accurate	and	dependable	as	a	basis	for	
making	judgments?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Well	I	feel	that	they	are	reasonable	and	I	know	that	they	pick	out	
this	that	and	the	other	and	I	know	that	the	entire	speeches	weren’t	there	but	I	do	
feel	like	in	the	name	they	were	accurate.	I	think	they	were	accurate	because	the	
same	type	of	thing	that	was	quoted	as	being	said	in	these	meetings	had	been	said	to	
us	in	the	council	(muffled0.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	In	the	city..	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Feel	that	this	was	the	stuff	that	would	have	been	said.,	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	think	as	the	march	progressed	did	you	see	the	whole	thing	
escalating	and	escalating?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	did	and	they	told	us	many	times	that	they	were	going	to	step	it	up	
to	step	forward	and	step	it	up	to	step	fine	and	we	will	just	escalate,	and	we	are	
escalating	was	used	by	them.	That	they	were	going	to	go	from	the	peaceful	picketing	
to	a	few	to	marching	up	and	down	the	sidewalks	in	mass	and	this	whole	thing	was	
built	on	a	pre	determined	escalated	scale	or	a	scale	that	was	worked	out	as	it	went	
along.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	mean	did	they	just	disclosed	all	of	their	plans?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Well	they	would	let	us	know	that	they	planned	to	escalate	there	
was	no	doubt	they	were	saying	it.	We	will	just	have	to	go	to	step	3	if	you	can’t	give	in	
now	we	will	just	go	step	it	up.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	think	that	bringing	King	was	another	step	up?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	would	say	so,	this	was	part	of	the	escalation	and	part	of	the	
further	effort	to	perhaps	bind	the	community	(muffled0	we	are	even	stronger	
together.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Now	before	the	first	march	that	King	led	what	did	you	see	at	that	point	
as	to	the	end	of	this	thing	if	they	kept	escalating,	what	was	going	to	be	the	solution?	
Wyeth	Chandler‐	Well	I	didn’t	foresee	any	solution	at	that	time,	I	almost	come	to	the	
conclusion	that	the	garbage	was	being	picked	up.	I	really	believe	that	if	the	thing	had	
lasted	longer	the	negros	would	have	tired	of	the	marching	and	the	picketing	and	the	
(muffled).	

Joan	Beifuss‐	And	they	were	running	out	of	money	too	I	guess.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	They	were	running	out	of	money	,	they	were	running	out	of	really	
impotence	I	think,	it	was	beginning	to	be,	even	though	the	crowds	were	there	and	
this	and	that	they	were	not	the	crowds	that	they	predicted	and	in	my	opinion	



anticipated	and	they	had	to	go	after	the	schools	to	help	build	their	crowd,	they	were	
not	getting….for	example	the	negro	employees	of	the	Memphis	transit	authority.	
They	have	a100	employees	and	some	30	that	are	what	they	call	extra	board	people.	
Well	the	day	they	were	supposed	to	everybody	was	supposed	to	take	off	from	the	
job	and	go	to	the	King	rally.	Not	only	did	the	70	came	on	that	were	supposed	to	be	
one	but	the	30	extras	came	just	to	see	if	anybody	was	missing	so	t	hat	they	could	
work	in	their	place.	This	was	true	of	hospitals	I	know	I	talked	to	people	at	the	banks	
NBC,	no	negros	stayed	off.	MY	maid	came	to	work,	maids	generally	came	to	work	in	
our	neighborhood,	very	few	teachers	missed	out	and	I	just	have	a	feeling	that	they	
didn’t	have	the	backing	of	the	vast	majority	of	the	negro	community,	after	all	I	mean	
if	you	can	get	10,000	people	you	can	march	for	almost	anything	and	stir	it	up.	But	
there	are	some	250,000	negro	citizens	here	or	more.	They	were	not	all	there,	and		
they	were	not	all	going	to	be	there,	there	were	not	all	in	sympathy	with	the	
situation.	They	were	afraid,	there	was	a	great	deal	of	fear	in	the	negro	community	
for	themselves.	Maids	were	threatened	that	if	they	went	to	work	they	were	going	to	
be	in	trouble.	We	knew	this	and	we	knew	about	the	threats	that	were	made	to	the	
strikers	and	the	people	who	working.	And	the	whole	thing	in	my	opinion	was	
beginning	to	react	against	the	striker.	The	turning	point	I	believe	came	when	King	
did	come	and	t	hat	riot	I	don’t	think	helped	anything	at	all.	I	think	it	still	a	greater	
decline	in	the	interest	in	it	and	until	he	was	killed	In	think	they	were	just	about	beat.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Dom	you	think	that	the	curfew	had	an	effect	that	was	imposed	the	
night	of	the	riot	after	King	left	the	march,	do	you	think	that	had	an	influence	of	were	
you	aware	of	a	change	in	the	negro	attitude	or	the	white	attitude	at	that	time?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Well	I	think	the	curfew	was	an	absolute	necessity,	I	don't	know	
what	influence	it	had,	I	know	that	lies	were	told	about	it	that	the	white	people	were	
out	going	to	parties	and	they	had	the	mayor	Lobe	party	and	our	neighbor	hood	was	
like	a	tomb.	They	were	armed	and	they	were	ready	for	anything	and	I	think	that	was	
generally	true	all	through	the	community.	People	were	ready	to	fight	off	anything	
that	came,	we	didn’t	know	what	was	coming.	And	I	would	say	our	neighborhood	was	
like	(muffled).	If	a	negro	had	come	down	our	street	and	stopped	to	change	a	tire	I	
don’t	know	if	he	would	have	been	left	alive	or	not	it	was	that	(muffled).	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	this	alarm	you	?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Yes	it	did	alarm	me.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	mean	that	did	it	alarm	you	in	what	way	I	mean?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	It	alarmed	me	both	personally	and	city	wide,	in	other	words	first	
night	they	had	the	trouble	it	began	to	spread	pretty	wide,	at	least	you	had	the	feeling	
it	did	because	I	had	a	police	radio	and	you	heard	Chelsea	(muffled)	in	the	negro	
neighborhoods	but	you	didn’t	know	where	it	was	really	going	to	be.	I	sent	my	
children	to	other	homes	in	the	neighborhood.	I	didn’t	really	feel	too	nervous	until	
everyone	came	on	asking	if	they	could	have	the	children.	(muffled)	of	course	my	
wife	and	I	stayed	home.	



Joan	Beifuss‐	You	thought	they	would	come	to	your	house?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	didn’t	know	where	they	would	come?	I	thought	they	might	come	
to	my	house	because	I	was	a	pretty	outspoken	man,	I	say	what	I	think	and	real	
plainly	and	I	knew	that	for	example	that	Tom	Todd	and	James	have	had	others…..	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Had	you	had	threats,	or	had	you	had	any	hate	mail	or	not	as	far	as	
threats…	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Never	got		threat,	never	got	any	hate	mail	never	got	telephone	
threats	or	anything	of	the	type	and	have	never	gotten	it	to	this	day.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Really	not	because	this…	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Not	a	word.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	talk	to	Mr.	James	and	Mr.	Todd	that	night,	did	they	feel	the	
same	way	in	their	homes?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Well	Hamlin,	Hamlin	was	nervous,	he	was	thinking	about	and	
some	people	had	come	by	his	home	and	said	let’s	go	to	Germantown	or	wherever	
they	lived,	but	he	(muffled)	he	didn’t	have	any	children	but	he	ended	up	staying	
home.	Most	people	just	went	about	their	business.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Was	that	just	he	night	of	march	28th.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	That	was	the	first	riot	and	all	the	other	riots	like	I	say	I	had	the	
feeling	that		the	rioters,	“rioters”,	or	whatever	they	were	made	up	of	children	and	of	
young	people	and	people	who	were	not	likely	to	stray	out	of	their	own	
neighborhood	and	did	not	stray	out	of	their	own	neighborhood.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Did	you	feel	at	any	time	that	there	might	have	been	retaliation	by	
people	in	the	white	community	had	the	curfew,	had	the	guard	not	been	in?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	No	I	never	had	the	feeling	that	the	white	community	would	
retaliate	unless	attacked.	At	any	white	community	that	invaded,	and	any	white	
citizen	killed…	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Then	you	think..	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	think	there	would	have	been	a	great	deal.	A	very	serious	one	and	
I	am	glad	it	didn’t	happen.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Because	it	seemed	to	me	that	bringing	in	the	guard	and	the	curfew	
and	what	not	were	almost	as	much	as	protection	of	the	negro	community	as	they	
were	protection	of	the	white	community.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Well	there	was	certainly	protection	not	from	the	whites	but	the	
negros	themselves.	



Carolyn	Yellin‐	Yeah	well	aside	from	that	I	mean.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	You	have	got	to	realize	that	you	land	on	this	civic	and	you	have	
two	or	three	blacks,	negro	owned	businesses	which	were	burned	down.	Chinese,	I	
have	several	clients	now	trying	to	get	insurance.	(muffled)	lived	in	these	places	for	
30	years	and	as	far	as	I	know	they	have	good	relationships	and	I	don’t	mean	that	the	
neighbors	there	went	after	them,	I	don’t	think	they	did.	I	think	that	17	year	old	kid	
who	says	this	is	a	riot	I	am	going	to	get	in	and	they	see	these	pictures	of	people	
burning	things	down	in	Washington	and	Chicago	and	they	think	they	want	to	get	
into	the	act.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	I	was	going	to	ask	do	you	believe	that,	that	the	situation	in	Memphis	
is	different	from	other	cities	or	is	it	fairly	nationwide,	do	you	tie	this	in	with	the	
national	picture?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	No	I	think	the	situation	in	Memphis	is	vastly	different.	Some	areas	
of	Memphis	are	very	similar	to	some	areas	of	your	bigger	cities	like	New	York	and	
Chicago,	very	few.	New	York	and	Chicago	as	you	know	you	have	tremendous	areas	
of	black	total	poverty.	Now	you	have	Texas	St.	and	you	have	over	here	off	Chelsea	
and	you	have	(muffled)	around	town	these	type	of	situations	but	they	are	a	little	
different	even	there.	Generally	speaking	you	don’t	have	your	block	long	negro	
apartment	packed	and	jammed	with	no	employed	people	working	there	with	people	
who	just	sit	around	all	the	time	anyhow	doing	nothing.	And	they	are	not	about	to	do	
anything.	Here	you	have	a	lot	of	owned	negro	property	and	you	have	vast	areas	as	
nice	negro	homes,	and	not	as	many	as	we	need,	we	need	a	lot	more.	But	you	do	have	
over	here	I	see	on	Parkway,	on	these	areas	you	have	nice	homes	and	people	live	in	
Orange	Mound	they	may	live	in	a		5	or	7	thousand	dollar	house	but	they	usually	own	
it.	And	they	don’t	want	it	burned	down	they	will	protect	it	themselves	but	you	don’t	
have	any	jack	like	the	south	side	of	Chicago	and	you	don’t	have	in	my	opinion	you	
don’t	have	the	hatred	of	the	police	that	you	do.	Chicago	and	those	places,	a	
policemen	white	or	negro	never	can	walk	with	safety	in	those	areas,	they	are	killed	
all	the	time.	Here,	except	for	this	riot,	they	may	hate	them	,	and	they	may	not	like	
them	they	are	authority	but	you	rarely	see	one	killed	or	injured,	(muffled)	they	
attacked	them	the	other	night,	but	they	have	respect	for	them	generally.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	And	of	course	in	a		place	like	Chicago	the	black	power	people	really	are	
so	much	stronger.		

Wyeth	Chandler‐	They	are	much	stronger	because	they	have	great	deeper	
frustrations.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Oh	yes,	sure.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	The	frustrations	here	are	not	(muffled)	I	don’t	mean	they	are	
arrogant,	they	have	some	real	reasons	to	be	frustrated	but	certainly	not	in	the	mass	
that	they	do	up	there.	You	have	most	of	the	negros	here,	want	to	work	or	are	
working	and	there	are	some	that	are	not	but	we	have	a		good	market	for	workers.	



Now	they	are	doing	menial	tasks	and	all	this	type	of	thing,	I	realize	that.	They	are	
working	if	they	want	to	work.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Do	you	think	that	the	response	to	Martin	Luther	King	in	this	
community	was	different	than	the	response	say	in	another	city.	This	really	interests	
me	because	I	have	lived	in	Memphis	now	for	4	or	5	years	and	I	know	it	fairly	well	
and	I	have	lived	several	other	places	west	and	east	and	so	forth,	and	I	am	interested	
as	a	native	Memphian..	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Are	you	talking	about	negro	or	the	white?	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	I	intend,	I	originally	meant	the	negros	but	I	would	also	be	interested	
in	the	white	reaction	too.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	think	generally	speaking	the	negros	here	liked	him,	admired	him,	
but	were	certainly	opposed	to	any	trouble	making	by	him,	if	you	know	what	I	am	
talking	about.	They	like	him	and	they	like	him	in	Chicago	and	they	like	to	speak	for	
them	in	Washington	and	have	a	great	giant	march.	I	don’t	think	they	were	overly	
enthused	by	him	coming	to	Memphis,	the	average	negro.	As	to	the	whites,	sadly	
enough	I	think	that	if	the	truth	were	known	there	is	no	great	feeling	of	loss	in	this	
community.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Were	you	aware	of	this	at	the	time?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	When	he	was	killed?	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	I	mean	that	there	was	no	feeling	of	loss,	do	you	remember	any	
specific…	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Well	as	I	say	nobody	would	like	to	see	the	man	killed	as	a	father	
and	husband	and	as	a	national	leader	and	I	don’t	want	to	get	into	this	situation	in	
this	country	and	no	desire,	it	is	the	worse	thing	he	ever	went	into.	His	assassinations	
or	murders	of	leaders.	The	man	can	go	out	and	talk	whatever	he	wants	to	but	he	
shouldn’t	be	shot	about	it	he	should	just	be	beaten	and	beaten	bad,	politically.	He	
shouldn’t	be	killed	and	I	am	against	that	from	all	over,	because	I	don’t	want	to	get	
into	that	position	myself	but	general	feeling	among	the,	a	lot	of	people	in	the	city	
was	he	shouldn’t	have	come	here,	he	had	no	business	here,	it	was	not	his	thing	and	
that	was	the	way	it	goes.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Do	you	think	it	was	a	sort	of	feeling	that	he	sort	of	asked	for	it.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	That	type	of	feeling,	that	he	was	going	to	get	it	sooner	or	later	
some	where.	Sorry	it	is	Memphis	and	sorry	he	is	dead	and	this	type	of	thing.	That	is	
not	senseless	but…	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	But	you	did	hear	this	expressed	to	you?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Oh	plenty	of	times.	



Joan	Beifuss‐	Where	was,	I	was	going	to,	how	did	you	hear	that	Dr.	King	had	been	
killed?	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	That	was	what	I,	I	wanted	to	get	to	that.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	was	taking	a	deposition	in	a	doctor’s	office	you	know	a	medical	
deposition	where	you	taking	statements	sworn	to,	to	use	in	court.	And	the	damage	
suit	up	in	81	Madison	building	and	the	secretary	came	in	and	said	that	Dr.	King	had	
been	shot	and	was	at	the	St.	Joe’s	hospital	and	she	received	two	calls	about	it	and	
she	thought	the	doctor	ought	to	know	because	he	was	a	St.	Joe’s	doctor.		

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Which	doctor	was	this,	do	you	recall?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	No	it	was	two	brothers	hold	on	I	am	trying	to	thin	of	them	because	
I	don’t	know	I	just	went	up	there	to	take	a	deposition	and	I	can’t	think	of	the	names	
right	now	but	this	other	lawyer	and	I	said	(muffled)	this	is	hard	to	believe.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	And	you	were	acting	then	in	your	private	law	practice,	you	were	
taking	a	deposition.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Oh	yes,	taking	a	deposition.	I	walked	out	of	that	building	and	I	
walked	all	the	way	down	Main	St.	Walked	out	to	my	car	and	this	was	maybe	an	hour	
after	he	had	been	shot	and	rioting	was	already	beginning	to	break	out	here	and	
there.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	What	were	your	thought	as	you,	if	you	can	recall.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	was	sorry	he	had	been	killed,	I	mean	been	shot,	I	didn’t	know	he	
was	dead	at	this	time.		I	walked	to	my	car	by	myself,	the	other	lawyer	and	the	court	
reporter	walked	another,	you	know	we	walked	down	Main	a	little	bit	and	then	I	cut	
off.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Where	was	your	car?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	It	was	in	the	parking	lot	at	my	building	the	old	federal	building	on	
2nd	street.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	That	was	rather	late	for	you	to	be	working	too?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	_Well	we	didn’t	start	the	deposition	until	6:00	and	so	it	was	8:00	
by	this	time.	I	walked	to	the	parking	lot	and	I	said	say	somebody	told	me	that	Martin	
Luther	King	had	been	shot	have	you	heard	anything	about	it,	and	he	had	an	radio.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	This	was	to	the…	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	The	attendant	in	the	parking	lot.		

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Was	he	white	or	negro?	



Wyeth	Chandler‐	White.	He	said	yeah	he	is	dead,	and	I	said	I	am	sorry	to	hear	that.	I	
got	in	my	car	and	as	I	was	driving	home	I	drove	right	on	out	Jefferson	and	right	on	
home.	Of	course	every	one	home	had	also	heard	the	rioting	had	started	and	Mr.	
Morrison	had	come	on	the	radio	and	said	it	looks		like	things	are	out	of	control	and	
this	and	that	and	the	other.	Then	I	got	a….	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	You	were	listening	to	the	car	radio	as	you	rode.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	didn’t	have	a	radio.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Oh	you	didn’t	excuse	me.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	began	to	see	police	cars	everywhere	with	the	(muffled)	so	I	
thought	oh	we	are	going	to	really	have	some	trouble.	I	got	home	and	of	course	at	
that	time.	The	family	had	heard	every	thing	and	they	was	gathered	around	because	
they	were	listening	to	the	police	radio.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Your	children	were	all	home	and	your	wife	was	home?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Wife	children	all	of	them.	I	wasn’t	worried,	like	I	say	I	wasn’t	
worried	about	it	anymore	(muffled)	but	I	was	worried	about	it	(muffled).	When	I	got	
a	call	from	my	client	way	out	here	in	the	county	who	lives	out	there	by	Coral	Lake,	
she	was	alone	and	her	husband	was	out	of	town	and	she	wanted	to	know	could	she	
get	the	sheriff’s	protection,	I	said	I	don’t	know	if	you	can	get	anyone’s	protection,	
they	are	all	busy.	I	don’t	think	you	have	anything	to	worry	about	and	she	said	well	
they	burned	a	whole	subdivision	about	a	miles	away.	I	said	I	don’t	believe	that	
(muffled).	Of	course	it	hadn’t.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	It	was	the	sort	of	rumor…	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Rumors	were	everywhere	and	it	wasn’t	happening.	There	as	a	
little	trouble	here	I	guess	(muffled).	Because	I	guess	the	impact	here	wasn’t	that	the	
guy	that	really	cared	about	King	would	not	have	gone	out	and	rioted.	Only	
somebody	just	(muffled)	I	don’t	understand	who	or	what	type	of	guy	would	use	that	
as	an	excuse	to	go	out	and	break	a	window.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Did	you	talk	with	any	members	of	the	city	government.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	did	not.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Or	did	you	talk	with	mayor	Lobe	or	any	of	the	councilmen,	the	city	
councilmen.	But	you	didn’t	talk	with	any	of	the	other	councilmen	hat	night	that	you	
recall?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	don’t	recall.	I	don’t	recall.	I	didn’t	call	anybody.		

Carolyn	Yellin‐	There	was	no	need,	you	felt	there	was	no,	well	there	wasn’t	anything	
that	you	could	do	at	that	point.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	No	there	was	absolutely	nothing.	



Carolyn	Yellin‐	You	were	observing,	you	were	home,	and	observing	the	curfew.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Now	that	day	Henry	Lobe	looked	like	a	man	that	had	been	hit	in	he	
face	with	a	bomb.	He	began	to	go	down	depreciatively	it	looked	like	physically,	
mentally,	because	after	that	of	course	the	accusations	that	you	killed	King	and	I	read	
yesterday	that	he	has	a	paper	in	his	house	from	India,	who	killed	King,	the	
government	and	the	police	of	Memphis.	According	to	the	guy	had	to	be	an	expert	
shot	and	had	to	be	a	policemen	that	shot	him.	This	is	before	of	course	they	found	the	
murderer.	This	thing	would	have	proved,	(muffled)	I	don’t	know	what	they	got	from	
a	Jewish	Rabbi	from	Rhode	Island	that	I	heard	you	recently	left	out	church	and	
joined	the	Episcopal	church,	thank	you,	and	this	type	of	thing.	This	is	tremendous	
pressure	on	a	human	being	and	of	course	the	Wax	tirade	and	the	whole	situation	
began	to	get…so	vicious.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Well	the	council	me	the	next	day	then?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Whether	we	met	or	not,	now	when	you	get	down	to	whether	we	
met	after	the	King	assassination,	I	can’t	tell	you	I	can’t	remember.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	am	a	little	bit	confused	here,	was	Frank	Miles,	who	was	Frank	Miles	
called	into	mediations.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	That	is	what	I	am	saying.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	That	was	the	week	between….that	was	before	because	those	talks	
had	been	broken	down	before	Martin	Luther	King	actually	led	the	march.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	That’s	right	now	everybody	who	was	of	course	Tom	Todd	who	was	
on	the	council	was	on	that	group	and	his	feeling	was	that	it	broke	down	before	the	
march	for	the	purpose	of	building	the	march	and	the	meaning	of	the	march	that	they	
intentionally,	intentionally	broke	up	the	negotiations	in	order	to	rouse	the	eye	in	the	
negro	community	that	they	didn’t	really	mean	what	they	were	going	to	say,	but	they	
were	saying	that	they	wanted	to	work	it	out	and	therefore	get	the	out	to	march.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Now	did	the	council	decide	to	call,	did	the	council	agree	on	calling	
Miles?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	The	council	agreed	to	calling		in	Miles,	Lobe	asked	us	if	we	would	
agree	to	this	and	we	did.	Pretty	well	throughout	it	we	thought	of	it	as	an	
administrative	problem	which	it	is	and	if	it	had	not	gone	into	this	giant	
confrontation	it	is	a	total	administrative	problem,	whether	to	give	a	check	off	from	
the	city	treasurer	or	whether	to	give	it	through	the	welfare	of	the	thing	or	whether	
to	give	it	through	the	anything	else,	it	is	an	administrative	decision	not	one	that	we	
should	be	involved	in	at	all	and	had	it	not	grown	to	the	proportions	that	it	did	with	
he	monumental	struggle	between	white	and	blacks	it	would	have	been	a	purely	
administrative	thing,	it	would	have	been	no	more	than	whether	to	hire	a	man.	Like	
you	won’t	hire	this	negro	and	the	whole	city	begins	to	have	boycotts	because	you	



won’t	hire	John	Doe.	This	is	not	a	decision	for	the	council,	that	is	an	administrative	
position.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Would	you	say	that	is	comparable	to	what	just	happened	with	the	
hospital	workers	where	it	seems	to	have	all	been	worked	out	very	quietly.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	At	all	times	through	the	administration.	One	of	the	things	that	I	
didn’t	like	was	the	fact	that	the	council	ever	got	into	it	at	all.	At	the	meetings.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	This	was	one	of	the	things	that	I	wanted	to	go	back	to	and	it	struck	
me,	way	back	tot	h	at	February	23rd	auditorium	meeting	which	you	said	and	I	think	
so	many	people	in	retrospect,	not	at	the	time	but	as	they	look	back	now	they	say	
that	was	when	that	was	a	turning	point.	Several	people	have	mentioned	this.	And	
one	thing	to	me	is	curious	to	me	about	this	that	the	animosity	toward	Henry	Lobe	
seemed	to	be	so	great	in	the	negro	community	and	this	seemed	to	the	target	and	yet	
Henry	Lobe	wasn’t	involved	in	that	February	23rd	situation	at	al	it	was	what	set	that	
off	was	the	city	council	and	it	is	a…	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	:et	me	tell	you	briefly	why	that	was	so	bad.	In	my	opinion	here	is	
what	you	had.	Lobe	had	presented	8	things	that	he	would	give	them.	They	asked	for	
2	more.	This	Davis	meeting,	by	having	the	meeting	which	I	think	was	ill‐advised.	By	
having	a	meeting	which	he	thought	was	going	to	be	this	and	it	turned	out	to	be	that.	
And	passing	this	resolution	by	this	committee	saying	we	are	in	favor	of	these	two	
things	that	you	want.	It	gave	them	hope.	It	made	them	feel	that	the	council	did	have	
the	authority	to	do	these	things,	which	we	may	have	had,	but	weren’t	going	to	do	
them.	And	they	go	down	tot	his	meeting	at	the	auditorium	where	they	are	told,	no	
they	are	not	going	to	do	it.	It	is	very	frustrating	if		I	had	been	a	negro	and	thought	we	
may	have,	this	may	be	our	day.	Councilors	met	and	the	committee	is	in	favor	of	this	
thing	therefore	we	may	get	exactly	what	we	want	today.	They	go	down	there	and	
(muffled)	they	are	quiet	as	a	mouse.	In	other	words	there	is	complete	control	over	
this	meeting.	They	are	quiet	they	sit	there,	they	present	these	resolutions	passed	on	
by	the	committee	and	they	are	voted	down.	10‐3.	Negros	voting	for	it	and	whites	
voting	against	it.	Now	what	are	they	going	to	do,	they	were	built	up	into	thinking	
they	were	going	to	have	some	council	approval	and	all	of	a	sudden	the	council	is	
adjourned	and	out	of	there	and	these	guys	go	out	into	the	street	and	march	down	
and	get	into	trouble	and	there	you	go.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Was	there	any	reaction…	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	But	meeting	that	led	to	this	meeting	by	Davis,	was	ill‐advised	
because	it	put	us	in	the	position	of	making	them	feel	like	we	did,	we	are	going	to	
move,	we	are	going	to	move	in	that	direction,	we	are	going	to	help.	And	then	
frustrated	them	completely.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Can	the	chairman	of	a	sub‐committee	ask	the	public	works	committee,	
Fred	Davis,	c	an	he	decide	whether	he	will	hold	an	open	meeting?	



Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	think	he	asked	Pryor	whether	he	should	or	not	and	was	given	
authority	to	do	so	by	Pryor,	I	don’t	think	he	did	it	on	his	own,	but	you	see	he	did	it	
because	he	was	told	by	the	union	leaders	that	they	were	ready	to	do	what	they	did	
in	the		hospital	strike.	Come	forward	with	individual	grievances	by	individual	
employees,	but	they	never	let	them	speak.	It	was	the	Bell’s,	the	Lawson’s	and	the	
Kyle’s	that	spoke.		

Carolyn	Yellin‐	But	now	the	next	thing	that	comes	from	this	though	that	I	want	to	
follow	through	is	that	even	after	that	though	then	the	signs	that	the	marchers	wore	
and	so	forth	were	directed	against	Lobe	and	yet	as	you	say	and	I	think	it	is	a	very	
reasonable	explanation	the	frustrated	hopes	came	from	the	city	council.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Well	they	came	from	both	Lobe	and	the	council.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Do	you	think	it	was	putting	the	council…	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	will	say	the	reason	the	negro	community	could	focus	on	Lobe	t	
hey	can’t	focus	on	the	entire	council.	Therefore,	you	go	against	Lobe	no	matter	who	
it	is	because	Lobe	is	the	(muffled)	word.	You	can	make	a	negro	mad	by	saying	Lobe,	
and	you	can	make	us	mad	by	saying	citizen’s	police	review	board.	They	are	equally	
(muffled)	I	mean	the	white	community	goes	berserk	on	the	one	and	the	negro	on	the	
other,	therefore,	they	don’t	want	to	get	the	council	because	that	doesn’t	really	send	
them	into	orbit,	but	hate	Lobe	you	know.	We	will	do	away	with	Lobe,	Lobe	is		a	
dictator,	this	type	of	thing,	this	is	what	drives	the	negros	into	the	streets	to	do	these	
things.	It	doesn’t	drive	them	into	saying	get	the	councilmen	in	and	get	Pryor	or	
Chandler.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	It	is	too	spread	out.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	When	the	strike	then	was	finally	settled	basically	the	same	
agreement	as	you	had	reached	back	in	February,	what	was	your	reaction	to	the	final	
settlement?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Well	I	voted	to	approve	it.	As	I	say	I	had	basically	thought	of	it	as	
an	administrative	matter	and	when	he	presented	it	to	Miles	I	was	for	him	presenting	
it	to	Miles	and	I	knew	then	it	would	be	worked	out	on	a	somewhat	similar	basis	
because	that	was	a	reasonable	basis.	I	didn’t	particularly,	as	I	say,	I	didn’t	like	the	
check	off	but	I	knew	that	Lobe	after	King	murder	and	after	the	pressures	it	had	built	
it	finally	got	to	the	point	where	he	was	ready	to	give	up	on	that	but	he	wasn’t	going	
to	do	it	without	it	going	through	Miles	and	not	being	his	decision	but	Miles’	decision	
and	I	knew	that	would	probably	go	out	of	it	and	I	think	he	had	enough.	I	guess	it	was	
time	to	(muffle)	city	had	been	polarized	too	much.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	And	your	concern	was	for	the	city	and	brining	it,	drawing	(muffled).	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	was	never	to	the	point	where	if	I	had	been	called	on	to	vote	for	
the	check	off	myself	and	against	Lobe	as	the	administrator	of	the	city,	I	not	have	
done	it.	I	would	not	make	qualms	about	that	at	all.	



Joan	Beifuss‐	So	you	yourself,	you	could	not..	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Even	if	I	liked	it	I	wouldn’t.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	You	could	document	a	certain	change	in	your	own	attitude	though	
before	the	King	assassination	and	afterwards?	You	say	t	one	point	that	the	anger	
that	you	felt	after	this…	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Well	I	was	still	angry	and	I	was	very,	and	I	am	still	because	I	know	
they	are	just	as	angry	at	us	but	I	felt	that	a	few	negro	leaders	had	left	upon	a	
situation	it	really	was	not	in	any	way	directed	toward	race.	(muffled)	polarize	the	
city	and	turned	it	into	chaos,	had	everybody	kind	of	eyeing	each	other	as	they	
walked	down	the	street.	Made	the	people	of	the	city	nervous	and	I	was	willing	to	do	
whatever	Lobe	was	going	to	do	and	if	he	was	willing	to	concede	this,	I	was	willing	to	
Concede	it.	Now	James	voted	against	it	even	though	Lobe	was	for	it	I	was	at	all	times	
willing	to	go	along	with	Lobe	because	as	I	say	he	was	elected	as	mayor	and	this	is	an	
administrative,	completely	an	administrative….	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	I	wanted	to	ask,	we	are	nearing	the	end	of	the	tape	do	you	have	more	
that	you	want.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	No.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Because	I	wanted	to	ask	one	other	question	and	that	is	you	said	that	
at	one	point	you	did	think	that	the	polarization	was	easing,	at	one	point	was	that?	
After	the	assassination	you	said	much	earlier	on	in	another	tape.	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	OH	you	mean	as	of	today?	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	And	then	you	said	(muffled)	but	you	felt	for	a	little	while	in	I	would	
presume	in	April	and	May	that	there	was	an	easing	of	the	polarization?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	Well	I	had	a	feeling,	still	feel	that	these	various	efforts	that	the	
council	is	making	we	are	doing	all	in	the	world	we	can	for	example	to	eradicate	the	
housing	that	they	complain	of,	we	certainly	gave	quite	a	bit	of	money	to	their	
summer	programs,	and	approved	everything	from	the	poverty	committee	that	they	
asked	for	and	generally	we	have	at	all	times	tried	to	be	fair	and	I	believe	that	this	is	
getting	through	to	the	negro	community	and	that	they	are	I	believe	are	willing	not	
give	us	a	chance	now,	and	know	that	this	recall	is	something	that	we	really	don’t	
think	we	are	going	to	have	the	trouble	the	people	think.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	If	the	recall	election	fails	and	you	can	continue	do	you	think	there	is	
still	hope	for	Memphis	of	working	out	its	problems?	

Wyeth	Chandler‐	I	have	no	doubt	that	there	is	hope	for	Memphis,	I	have	never	
doubted	that	there	was	hope,	I	don’t	think	that	this…(Tape	End)	


